
the NATIONAL

Baptist Magazine,
Ol'ARTERLY

W. BISHOP JOHNSON, D. D.,
< MaMgtat Editor.

The organ of

Negro Baptists in U. S.,
particular, and J- voted to the interests of the Negro Race 

in general.

Will contain Papers, Biographical and Homiletical sketc 
distinguished ministers and scholars of the denominaHAff 
ice, with cuts, reviews, poetry, editorials and such other c 
i Within the sphere of a Christian'magazine.
Ill ■to li.aj per annum, |f p«M ta advance, and • i.*a tf 94! 

o< the year, or a*«. a Hl 4'

fWM fy "&ttrtd letter, portal note, or oodo

Published at
WASHINGTON, D. C., 

every three months, under the auspices of the American National
9 Baptist Convention.

5’Baptist Hagazine,
(QUARTERLY.)

W. BISHOP JOHNSON, D. D
MANAGING EDITOR.



f. Gilbert, A M., Fla. 
Frank, Ky.,

ude of the

! Progress of the Colored Man in America,

Poetry.

j 18 
121

- 123
I 24

- 126
127

- 129
>3>

89
‘ 96

103
- IO6

COMMITTEE *
Rev. Caesar Johnson, N. C., 

“ H. C. Clemons, Tenn., 
- J. L. Dart, D. D., S. C., 
•' P. F. Morris, A. M. Va., 
“ G.B. Howard,B.D.,W.Va.
“ W. M. Alexander, Md., 
“ H . Watt., Texas,

PUBLISHING

J. E. C. Morris, D. D., Ark., 
“ A. N. McEwen, Aik,

- - - 'J

k'-? Temperance in the Problem, - - # - - 72
< The True Humanity of Christ as Exercised in the Work

’Y of Human Redemption, .? - ."
y Results of One Hundred Years of Missions upon the World, 78 

Alien Immersion Not Valid Baptism in a Baptist Church, - 86 
Watchman, What of the Night ?
jT‘ 1 «■* - • *"* * 1 a < _1 AC A *vr IVJJ Vi Wiv

The Sunday-School Work, t

;j A Dedicatory Poem, 
. Calling for the C<^rn.

Sermonic Section.
The Ancient Land Marks,

Editorial Section

The Church and the Age, -
, Plantation Life of the Colored People, -
py ' ■ oBiographical Section.
I*. ' Rev. Michael Vann, D. D ,
w‘; Rev. D. W Wisher,
i- Mount Olivet Baptist Church.
j ', G. W. Hayes, A. M .

iV.cjUcE Doings, -
A Our Reception,



—THE—

^Baptist Magazine.
MAN THE THINKER.

By REV. JOHN H. FRANK.

Pastor of 5th St. Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky.

In the far off times, ere Adam kept the years company ; 
“ When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy,” the Creator passed through space illimitable, 
leaving behind Himself, as foot-prints of his pathway, yonder 
firmament of numerous depositories and beauties and this globe 
of depths and heights, land and water, things animate and inani
mate, visible and invisible. In company with sacred astronomers 
and geologists, we see his fingv-marks over our heads and find 
“ foot-prints of the Creator ” beneath our feet. 'Beauty, symme
try, order and growth are spread out before us, all resting upon 
divinely ordained foundations and all characteristic of the “divin
ity that doth hedge us about.”

Away back at the boundary where mind pauses, confessing 
its inability to go further, God came upon a scene of chaotic con
fusion : he saw, he spoke, he triumphed, and, departing a mighty 
conqueror, he left peace, harmony and system. From heaven 
he came, to heaven he went, and thither he would have man go.

Heaven gave earth a home fraught with material of thought, 
that earth may think herself from her lower self up to her ideal, 
her heavenly self, and finally to her heavenly home. Thus con
sidered, thinking is man's effort to find the Deity. The finite is 
in pursuit of the infinite ; man is looking for his God.

Is not the thinker the ultimate design, the great end and the 
meaning of all God has done ? And is not thinking man’s chief



characteristic ? It, more than any other exercise, differentiates 
him absolutely from all other sentient beings raising him to 
immeasurable heights above all living, and at once constitutes 
him the mover of the unthinking world.

Then it is this power to think—the degree of the mind seen 
in mental exercise—that gives the world it distinguished men.

Great thinkers have inherent great minds ; great minds 
evolve great thoughts f great thoughts set their proprietors 
apart from the common masses, hence distinguished men rule 
the world. Mind ever essays tcrtriumph. It is romantic, easily 
inspired, spreads like perfume^ seeking for itself hundreds of 
miles of sp^e over which to brood. When it has come to the 

4 end of some great fact instead or that being its satisfaction, it is a 
suggestion of more fields to explore.

A great general stood upon the confines of ancient Greece, 
weeping, they say, for more kingdom’s to conquer. Thus I see 
the thinker standing at the border-line of new and heretofore 
unfound fields longing therein to glean and feast. To solve the 
unsolved problems every day presented for solution, is his task 
of delight and relish. From my study window I look out upon 
the product of the Supreme Mind—God increate. The next 
moment I am in the World’s Fair Buildings, where I not only 
see the same, but I also see creations outside that mind. They 
are the results of mind—the thinker—Man.

The catnative agency in all this sphere of beauty and utility, 
is thought ; thought divine and thought human. The progress 
of civilization from its earliest stages up to its present degree 
shows nothing of its elements so charming as that of the man of 
mind.

The few men who stand upon the pages of history, a visible 
succession beckoning to each other from age to age, are not the 
athletes nor the millionaires, but the men who discovered and 
used the human brain. • They were soldiers, poets, phUotopM&ra, - 
litterateurs, scientists, reformers, martyrs, political leaders, phi
lanthropists, preachers and artists, but before all or any of these, / 
they were thinkers. The commodity they contributed to this ( 
century was thought. Matter, of course had its place, but the

real progress of the world is the progress of the mind. Mind 
goes before and dominates the vast sphere of diversified matter, 
subjecting her subtle*forces to its ken, discovering,her vast 
resources, inventing the unknown for—what ? Why the growth 

\jzof the thinker. He is the foundation soil, out of which the 
world’s achievements spring. From him came our cities, our 
highways of travel, our developed resources, our beneficent 
institutions, our changes of management. Is the whole world a 
whispering-gallery, in which America, Africa, Europe, Asia, and 
the Isles speak to each other? Do trains go puffing and scream
ing from East to West, from the North to the South, while great 
steamers cough their way through the angry waters of the track
less deep ? Are industrial wheels flying, new and better meth
ods operating and civilization distancing barbarity with a rap
idity never before equalled ? The thinker is the cause.

The means of religious growth and humanitarian efforts, 
grew and multiply where men think. Where they do not think 
old time methods and crudities obtain to the hindrance of pro
gress. Only when minds grow, does a race rise and a denomi
nation shine. Minds do not grow where men fail to think.

The noble man is the ^oble thinker. The noble thinker is 
he who by thought adds elements of strength to his character. 
Does not the force of thought as seen in mind energetically 
acting to collect, concentrate and appropriate truth make you 
feel yourself growing. What is true of an individual is true of a 
race or a denomination. Man is the thinker, under obligations 
to think, surrounded with material that hints at the vast and 
glorious expansion of his thinking powers. Nature, Reason and 
Revelation, all tell him that to reach the mental heights is to best 
create himself and to glorify his God ; yet we often find him 
wrapping the talent he should press toward the accomplishment 
of a h gh and praiseworthy purpose, in the napkin of indifference. 
The great fault, however, of our day is not that the people fail 
to think, but that they think contrary to the proper rule.

In no age has there been more mental activity, in no day 
more subjects for thought. And yet I am persuaded that if 
thinking is the mind energetically acting to collect, concentrate, 
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analyze and employ subjects of thought for the enchantment of 
hqman society, then much we call thinking is not thinking. It 
is rather the allowing of a succession of ideas and notions to 
chase each other from morn to eve, through a passive mind, 
resulting in permanent growth in no department of human life 
or character.

The true thinker thinks by the standard of soberness, right
eousness and godliness^and thus forms within himself correct 
principles of conduct for guidance in the practical avenues of 
dignified living. He whose idpas come and go at random can 
have no right conception of Go<J, life, and humanity. The great 
principles^freedom, liberty, education and religion, find in him 
no reception. We know that ^vrong modes of thinking lead 
inevitably to improper living. History attests this fact

The so-called church of the dark ages unsheathed her sword 
and slaughtered men like savages, because they refused to do 
the bidding of ecclesiastics. Blood, both Protestant and Catholic, 
flowed like water, not because the leaders were thoughtless, but 
because as to the right they were standard less. Then, as now, 
sin, vice and crime stained and blotted the escutcheon of the 
people, and wrongs everywhere were rampant The thinking 
was wrong and the direct tendency of such is ever to beget 
bigotry, arrogance and deceit, to elevate incapacity to the 
throne ; to underestimate true worth ; and to infuse error into 
all concern si "The effects are that good institutions are enfee
bled and paralyzed, great and vital interests are viewed with 
coldness, apathy and distrust,- morality and intelligence are put 
to shame and holy prospects are enshrouded in gloom.

Men need to hedge in and control their processes of 
thought. The propensity to think, left to itself, like time and 
fire—good servants but terrible masters—-will run to awful waste. 
Says Young, “ Guard well thy thoughts for thoughts are heard 
in heaven. Min i should not be left to the influences of exftr? 
nal impressions nor to the train of casual association. Not 
that evil thoughts can be kept ever from the mind. We come 
daily into contact with many things that suggest them to us. 
The birds will fly over our heads and we cannot prevent them,
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but we can hinder them from building nests in our hair. Men
tal guests of questionable repute will enter our intellectual dining 
halls, and seek seats at the tables ; but shall we bid them wel
come or show them the door ?

The thinker of the past and the present,' especially the pres
ent, gives a hint of the thinker of the future. Then as. now he 
will be found in new and heretofore unknown fields ; fields into 
which no man has yet blazed a way nor made a path.

Jesus did not leave us without a work to -do. He did not 
reveal all the truth. True, Solomon says," there is nothing new 
under the sun." To God there is truly nothing new.

We are only in the dawn of civilization. There is not a 
civilized man on earth. Many are not semi-civilized ; a few are 
nearer the top.

So long as the ideal spirit of common brotherhood in all its 
greatness of heart and magnanimity of soul does not obtain in 
man, so long will he be but partly civilized. Col, Ingersoll, the 
great iconoclast, and his compeers, the advocates of “ the higher 
criticism,” are being used of God to rid orthodox Christianity of 
the rubbish that conceals much of its grandeur and thus hasten 
civilization. Who dare change these champions with sinister 
motives ? Are they not following in the same path of all the 
children of men, who, from the beginning have been students 
looking for the truth as it regards things temporal and spiritual?

This is not the only age of criticism. Man has always been 
a critic ; not in the narrow and unjust sense, but in the broader 
and congenial one. This decade is only another and higher 
degree of criticism. You denominate these men “ destructive 
critcs ” and wisely so. They are not, however, destructive in 
the sense of destroying truth, but error. Like all true scientists, 
their aim is the discovery of truth, and in the discovery of that 
precious boon they destroy all that is not of the same quality. 
And has not the same been true in all man’s- progiess of the 
the ages past ?

The philology, the astronomy, the chemistry of our day has 
destroyed much of the same of past days. This, not because 
the thinker in his sphere of criticism is hostile to truth, but that



70-

he is the friend of truth and seeks to give it its place in the world
- of thought

Truth hath naught to fear in the strife for mastery. This 
fight has resulted in the best good for the world so far and can
not harm the people in the future. Erroneous systems must be 
explored, fallacious philosophy must give place to the true, the 
theology that is not of the highest utility, must .give way for the 
best,—the best is the divine.

What is it that has sifted the world’s literature, ransacked 
its philosophy, improved its science, added to its music, intensi
fied its beauty, improved its stock ? Was it not the critical 
mind ? ^his work of the thin^r is to result in the world’s hav
ing the best of all religions. Such exalted thinking is by no 
means incompatible with our Baptist faith and polity.

Scholarship is not antagonistic to Christianity. Hand in 
hand therefore with the man of Gallilee,” may the thinker 
proceed in his chosen field. Thus he establishes a connection 
with heaven that broadens his horizon, energizes his powers, 
adding to mind a momentum and ponderousness never before 
known.

Reverence for the ancients has often gone too far in that it 
has retarded the millenium. Simply because a thing is old, and 
because a majority pronounce it real, suffices not to give it the 
respect we ever owe to truth. “ The arguments of our fathers,” 
says Beecher, have always proved strong. Opinions, like elec
tricity, are supposed to descend more safely along an unbroken 
chain. That which our ancestors believed is apt to seem neces
sarily true ; and the larger the roots of any belief the more flour
ishing it is supposed will be the top.” Jesus told the woman of 
Samaria in his decision touching “ this mountain ’’ and “ Jerusa
lem ” that circumstances change the conduct of people. But 
what of the future ? In my forecast a new America looms im 
before my eyes. It is an America far beyond the dream ofmost 
men. I see going forth from our homes, churches, schools and 
centers of activity, a multitude of people who move at a tremen
dous rate <jf speed. The great principles of our holy religion con
trol. Pea^e and good will obtain. It is the ideal civilization

7i

ushered in by Man—the Thinker. “ Allelujah 1 The Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth I”

Thinking is a great part of life’s work. But it is not all. It 
is the science of life, but only when joined with art is the thinker 

V-in the way of life’s true and best philosophy. “ Alas I we make 
a ladder of our thoughts where angels step. But sleep ourselves 
at the foot: our high resolves look down upon our slumbering 
acts.” By the genius of labor the thinker’s ideal becomes life’s 
real.



TEMPERANCE IN THE PROBLEM.
BY REV. SAMUEL N. VASS, A. M.

No one conversant with the facts can fail to see the Negro 
has just cause of complaint at the treatment he receives from 
Anglo-Saxons. It were harder to name any indignity or injus
tice which has not been h^jped upon us, than to enumerate the 
myriad wrongs of all kinds which we have suffered at their hands. 
If ever a people had just cause of grievance surely we are that 
people. Few persons are sufficiently optimistic to entertain 
very great hope for our race from )any change of the conditions 
that surroundTis. We could see fust the least ray of hope in 
one quarter if it were not dissipated by evil omens in another 
section. When the South makes a step toward justice, we are 
pained to learn of renewed evidences of race prejudice at the 
North, and vice-versa. We hope to-day, we despair to-morrow, 
and we are equally reasonable in both. So it will ever be as 
long as we fail to view the situation in its proper light.

We do well to remember that there are two distinct sides to 
this problem. There are conditions within as well as without, 
that must be changed before the problem is solved. Just as no 
individual can be morally injured by any foes from without, but 
can only be damaged by himself: so no race can be really des
troyed by its enemies, for there is no permanent detriment sus
tained which is not coupled with moral destruction. Like as 

truth crushed to earth will rise again,” so a people worthy of 
life will eventually triumph over all obstacles. We need to 
study the science of history.

If there is a subjective as well as objective phase to the 
problem, at present we have better grounds of hope from the 
latter than the former. However wrongly the race is treated by 
our foes, the damage thus sustained cannot be compared to 
injury which we ourselves are doing to ourselves. Indeed, We 
have reason to thank God, that we are made to pass through the 
ordeal, which will prove to be the crucible in which is developed 
that character and virtue, which is essential to make any people 
great and successful.
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What, then, is the condition within, which really gives 
existence to this stupendous problem, and has thus far made its 
solution impossible ? Ouc, reply is, that it is. a lack of real man
hood and sterling virtue in the rank and file of the race.

If we were called upon to define manhood or virtue, we 
could not find a better definition than the word Temper
ance. This word has been much abused and misused. It- has 
gradually been made to stand for a result, when it really repre
sents a cause. In either sense, but most especially by the latter, 
our own race may be said to be very intemperate. Almost all the 
faults and vices peculiar to the Negro are directly traceable to 
intemperance.

It is intemperance of speech that leads us to talk more than 
we act It is intemperance of conduct that tenders our demeanor 
unpolished and unbecoming. It is intemperance of feeling that 
stands in the way of moral improvement. It is intemperance of 
passion that leads to physical wreck and opeh scandal. It is in
temperance of appetite that leads us to spend too large a part of 
our income for costly dainties and rich food. It is intemperance 
of dress that renders it a fact that often our ward-robe is our 
most valuable possession. It js intemperance that leads us to 
smoke up and drink up the largest part of our income. The 
The greatest evil that confronts us as a people, is intemperance 
in whatever sense we choose to consider it.

It is intemperance that is largely responsible for all the 
injustice we receive. The grossest injustices are generally per
petrated upon the most unrestrained.

Indeed, whatever conditions confront us without owe their 
existence for the most part, to our moral and social condition 
within.

It were well that our people should begin to look into this 
matter. - No injustice could be done us if we would live temper
ate lives.

Sooner or later an individual receives his just reward. So 
it will be with the race when there is merit. We repeat, that 
there is no change liable to occur without, spontaneously, that 
affords us any grounds of hope. The Negro must decide his 
own destiny under God. He alone can solve this problem, and 
nothing will assist him in reaching a favorable solution sooner 
than the practice of habits of temperance in its broadest sense.
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THE TRUE HUMANITY OF CHRIST AS EXERCISED IN 
THE WORK OF HUMAN REDEMPTION.

REV. HARVEY JOHNSON, D. D.

Pastor Union Baptist Church, Baltimore, Md.

I say the True Humanity of Christ, because I believe he 
possessed a True Humanity; and yet; the more I study and read 
the works written on the subject, the more I am bewildered and 
perplexed, as‘to what I should, or should not, believe and preach 
about it. Still, without its reality we would have no true substi
tute, no proper mediator, and no real second Adam, to redeem 
for us, in himself, what we lost in the first Adam, that is, peace 
and union with God, an innate Holiness, a personal merit in 
Righteousness, and a Paradise of happiness and rest. I repeat, 
we would have no true one to do this, because the Scriptures all 
through, bear out the idea that God, is to restore to man, all of 
his former rights and privileges, through the same means by 
which they were lost. They were lost by a man, and only a man. 
Was Christ, then, only man ? Here joins one of the mysteries 
of Godliness: In his humanity, Christ was only man, and in his 
God-head, he was only God.

But it is in the Humanity, as the Adam of Christ, that we 
are redeemed. We were not lost, in what was part God, and 
part man, but we were lost in man only, and we were redeemed 
in the same.

Now, as to just what relationship the God head in Christ, 
bears to his Humanity, in the great work of Redemption, I 
would be more than glad to know. That it has a relationship, I 
do not doubt, but just what that relationship is, I do not know.
1 do know, that the Scriptures nowhere declare the man Christ 
to be the God head, but that it dwelt in him, for Paul says in
2 Cor. v. 19, that God was in Chirst, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not that God was Christ reconciling the world to 
himself, but in Christ. For instance, the Spirit of God, and God 

himself can, and does, dwell in us, but we are not therefore God; 
and so, for all the fullness of the God-head to dwell in Christ 
bodily, need not, and doesmot, make the flesh, or human
ity of Christ, God. The term Christ, does not point God- 
ward^jbut manward and means the Anointed One, that is, the 
Anointed Man, and not the Anointed God. It points back to 
Aaron, the priest, and to the prophets, and Kings, for its type, 
and finds its anti-type in the man Christ Jesus; for the Anointed, 
Saviour, was a man, a real man.

I do not understand the term Jesus, to point to Christ, as 
God, or to the God-head in him. The term points to Joshua, 
and finds its anti-type in Christ. I firmly believe that we are 
saved by the regenerating power, and atoning merits of Jesus 
Christ, but he does it all as a man, or in his'humanity; Christ 
was not aided by the God-head that was in him, to any 
extent whatever that it did not aid Adam. God did not give 
give his son aid that kept him from yielding to tne temptations 
which were offered him from time to time, but Jesus, in his per
fect humanity, worked out for poor fallen man a complete salva
tion. And he did this unaided to any extent, that God did not 
aid Adam, or that He will not aid us to-day. His justice 
would not not allow Him to make one man and give 
him a law to keep unaided; suffer him to be tempted by a 
being he Himself had made, and fall; and then make another, to do 
the work the first failed to do, and place within him a whole 
God-head, that was to be ever present with him (the second 
man) and in the time of temptation lend him sufficient aid, not to 
yield.

Now God either did this for Christ, or he did not, and if he 
did give such aid, then it was the God-head, and not the 
humanity of Christ that did the resisting; and if the God head 
did not give the aid, then it was the human nature of Christ, that 
resisted all the temptations ; and if it was the human nature of 
Christ, then God shows himself able to save a world by the 
same means in which it was lost, namely, by a man. I repeat 
that the justice of God, requires that he give no more aid to the 
second Adam, that he gave to the first.



That God did not so keep Adam, in the Garden, from yield
ing and falling, we know from the fact he fell; and if God had 
come into the Garden, and kept him from yielding and felling, in 
spite of himself, then it would have been God doing the work of 
resisting the assaults of Satan, and not Adam. But that God 
did not do this, we know from another fact: the Scriptures tell 
us, that he did not make hynself known in the Garden until after 
the whole tragedy was over. Now I ask, in all candor, is it 
reasonable, to suppose that God thus left his first Adam, to a 
true test, as to whether he would keep his laws, but when the 
second Adamis brought to a like test, to so aid him as not to 
permit him to yield ? Would tAt be a true and equal test of 
the two instruments ? The first Adam, was required to maintain 
righteousness in the world, by personal merit, and the first Adam 
failed to do this. The second Adam is made, or born, to accom
plish it, in the same way of course, that the first was to have 
done, that is by personal merit. The seed of the woman, is to 
bruise the serpent’s head, and the seed of the woman, means the 
man.

I am fully aware, that there are many passages of Scripture, 
that seem to ascribe Deity to the human person of Jesus, which 
it is difficult to see in any other light; but because I may not be 
able to see the line of distinction, is no proof that the line is not 
there. One q£__the passages referred to, is Rev. xxi. 6, 
“ I am Alpha, and Omega, the beginning and the End.” 
I understand this, to apply to the deity of his person, 
and place, in the Trinity—that of second person, or the 
Alpha and Omega. And when he says “ I am he that 
was dead, and am alive again,” he then points to Jesus, or 
to his human body, which did die, and became alive again. The 
prophets also, when speaking of him, must do so of his two-fold 
nature, hence we have the words of Isaiah ix. and vi: “ Fop< 
unto us, a child is born,and unto us, a son is given; the Govern
ment shall be upon his shoulders; his name shall be called 
wonderful counsellor.” Jesus was all this, in his humanity he 
was the " Son given;" he was the “ child born ; ” the “ Govern
ment was upog his shoulders,” and he was a “wonderful coun-

. ____ _____ -
sellor? It then reads “The mighty God, the everlasting 
Father;" but here, the reference changes, and applies to the 
other nature of Jesus, and all will admit that he had two distinct 
natures, and that these two natures were not at any time, or in 
aq^. sense the same, so, in order to a proper understanding of the 
Scriptures, when speaking of Jesus, in prophecy, or he himself 
in speaking of himself, we are to keep ever in mind, his two 
natures, and to be sure, and know to which of these natures 
reference is had.

Jesus Christ, was a dual organism. That is. truly God, and 
truly man, hence he consisted of two “ I’s ”—the greater, and the 
lesser, or, of God, and of man, consequently when he says : “ I 
and my Father are one,” he cannot have reference to the body 
or flesh, because God is a Spirit, and we know thAt flesh and 
spirit are not one, for Jesus said to Nicodemus: “ that which is 
born of the flesh, is flesh,” or in other words, remains flesh, and 
Jesus was born of the flesh, because Mary was flesh, and only 
flesh, so he was here speaking of the greater “ I ” of his dual 
organism, which was the Word, who dwelt in him, and not the 
lesser “ I ” which was the flesh. The same is true, when he 
says, “ he that hath seen me, hath seen the Father, “ he means 
that they had seen a representation of the Father, and 
not that they in seeing him, nad seen the Father personally, 
because he had said to them in John v. and xxxvii: “Ye have 
neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.” But 
they had both seen the shape of Jesus, and heard his voice, 
hence I cannot see that the passage just quoted in John xiv. and 
ix. is in any sense a proof text of the deity of his human body.

And God also said to Moses in Ex. xxxiii. and xx: 
“ Thou canst not see my face; for there shall no man see me, 
and live. “ But we know that men saw Jesus, and lived, for 
many who saw him believed on him, and became his disciples, 
because the man Christ, was the way, the truth, and the 
life.” He became the life of beljevers by opening the new and 
living way, as the Apostle says in Heb. x. 19. and 20: Having 
therefore brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest, by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath con
secrated for us through the vail, that is to say, his flesh,” it is 
through the flesh of Jesus we are saved, because it is by the 
shedding of blood comes the remission, but the God head had 
no blood to shed, and no flesh to open.
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RESULTS OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF MISSIONS UPON 
THE WORLD.

REV. M. VANN, D. D., TENN.

President of America* National Baptist Convention.

As we stand in this the last decade of the nineteenth cen
tury and turn our eyes backward through the misty space of the 
past hundred years, we are made to) exclaim, “ Marvelous in our 
eyes are the sword’s doings. " B* the very first hint of the 
centurys developments open up such vast fields for elaborate', 
yes, endless discussions, that we will at once cut short and enter 
upon the subject, let us define some terms.

Missions is of Latin origin and. literally means a sending 
forth. Christian missions then is the system to propagate Christi
anity by the means of sending forth embassadors to proclaim 
the good news to every creature. This scheme of Gospel miss
ions, is based upon the Father’s promise to give to the son “ the 
heathen for an inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for a possession.” And upon the Son’s universal commission 
founded in the universal need of man and covered by a universal 
atonement for man.

It was in keeping with this plan, or pre-arrangement, that 
Christ Jesus the Son of God and the Son of Man came into this 
world, born of a virgin, manifested God in the flesh ; acknowl
edged by the Father, raised from the dead by the Holy Spirit, 
and ascended to the right hand of the majesty on high to receive 
dominion over the earth. “ Thy throne is an everlasting throne, 
O God, and thy dominion from, sea to sea, and from the rivers to 
the ends of the earth.” Every opposition, every barrier to His 
ultimate triumph over the whole earth is to be crushed, broken/ 
dashed to pieces like a potter’s vessel. “ All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.”

Now that there have always been some sects of people since 
the days of Jo^in the Baptist until now, that have held to the 
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New Testament Gospel and therefore have been Missionary 
Baptists in spirit and in truth, no well informed person will deny. 
But the true church, (the Missionary Baptists) were so circum
scribed by persecution and other difficulties, that down to the 
latter part of the eighteenth century and to the beginning of the 
present century, the missionary spirit was little else than a latent 
principle.

The Apostles, it is said, visited every country beneath the . 
sun before they died, certainly every nation accessible by the 
protection and civilization of the Roman Empire. This was the 
Augustan—the golden age of peace. But under the subsequent 
disturbances of man and revolution—especially under the usur
pation of Romanism and the Dark Ages of superstition, the 
world was locked out from anything like evangelical missions.

As I have already intimated, the sect that maintained a pure 
Gospel and kept the testimony of Christ, were driven into caves, 
dens and mountain fastnesses, and it was not until the Reforma
tion of the sixteenth century that the missionary and school 
teacher began to go abroad. Not even until the present century 
have the gates of Japan opened, the walls of China crumbled, 
the jungles of India and Afric^ awakened and the long locked 
doors of papal superstition and despotism yielded to the key of 
liberty and light.

Religious and political freedom in America and Europe, 
following upon the Reformation of Luther, has unshackled the 
genius and energy of the masses, dethroned the absolutism of 
monarchs, started into life a thousand educational and commer
cial enterprises, sent the explorer and excavator into the unknown 
and has harnessed the forces of nature until the world is in touch 
and therefore akin as never before since the days of creation.

In the beginning of this century and the close of the last, 
(1792), just one hundred years ago, Carey from the Old World, 
and Judson from the New, together with their co-adjutors, in
cluding Lot. Carey of the Negro race started the great practical 
missionary evangelization of the world. No practical effort of 
the kind had ever been made since the apostolic age. Animated 
by the great idea that Christianity was under obligation in the 
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light of God’s promises and the authority of Christ’s commisson 
to give the Gospel to the heathen, these men in the language of 
the immortal Munsey said:—

“ Sin is an immense river running through secret channels 
from hell’s seething ocean, till it broke out upon this world in 
the Garden of Eden. There, at the foot of the tree of knowl
edge of good and evil, is its source. A noisy spring bubbling 
with escape of baleful gases, in whose tenebrious depths a serpent 
lives. Ever enlarging, this river flows all around the world. 
Onward it sweeps, upon its baijks no flowers grow, no foliage 
waves, but perpetual desolation pitches its pavillions upon the 
eternal stra^p relieved here and t^ere by bald scoric rocks, upon 
which weeping spirits sit and curse the day they were born. In 
all the universe there is no river, so wide, so deep, and so swift 
as this. Its floods are black, its waves.are towering, and it goes 
surging and roaring along the bottomless lake; everlasting 
lightnings penciling every billowy crest with angry fire, and 
thunders bounding from bank to bank and bursting with awful 
crash, strewing dread ruin all around.* Then turning their eyes 
from this scene of terrestial corruption to the * unquenchable 
lake of fire and brimstone,' surrounded with precipitous shores 
of black and beetling crags, over whose surface beat eternal 
storms, the fiery waves, lashing and dashing and groaning 
around all these shores, bubbles dancing on every wave, and 
swell and bursting, emit fumes and smoke threaded with serpent 
flames, in whose ascending volumes everlasting lightnings flash 
and cross, while the unfettered thunders of God upon hell’s 
infernal drums roll the eternal bass in hell's eternal uproar, and 
beat time to the ceaseless groans of the lost."

These sad pictures with their fearful realities, stirred the 
magnanimous souls of these modern apostles until they burned 
as with fire from the Altar of God, and these three men shoved 
out upon the scene by the unseen but powerful hand of G«iC 
started into operations from humble beginnings, the gigantic 
missionary machinery which, now moves and blesses the world. 
And the results which followed are but a divine vindication of 
Carey s sublime conception of Christian obligation and of his 

lofty motto, “ Attempt great things for God, expect great things 
from God.”

The work of these, two men have put into operation two 
hundred and eighty missionary societies, in every denomination, 
^n every country.

This is an estimate far below the present status of missionary 
work in the world, but it is about the best statistical report 
attainable, and when we come to consider what has been done, 
the souls converted, the total amount of money raised for mis
sions, home and foreign, in the last hundred years, we can have 
but little conception of the great amount of good which has 
been accomplished. Japan, China, Australia, The Fegee Islands, 
Burmah, India, Persia, Turkey, Cuba, Mexico, Italy and other 
papal countries in Europeand South America, the Indians of our 
own country, and last, but by no means least, ten millions of 
negroes in America and many thousands of our brethren in 
dark, bleeding Africa have been the recipients of this grand mis
sionary movement of the nineteenth century.

And now let us pause and notice the general effect upon 
the world. Obstacles innumerable have been overcome, and 
barriers seemingly insurmountable, have been removed.

God has been operating in the material and physical world 
to make a way for His word to run and be glorified. One hun
dred years ago the method of travelling was on foot or on hores- 
back, or in ox carts, or by sailing vessels on the water, at the 
rate of three or four miles an hour. Now we harness the " Iron 
horse ’’ to our palace cars and fill his lungs with fiery breadth 
and place his tireless hoof upon the iron track and sit 
or lie down as we choose, to wake up impatient with the teamster 
if we have not sped across the longitudes at the rate of thirty to 
sixty miles an hour. It used to take from three to six months 
to cross the ocean, now we take our " all’s ” and sit down within 
our floating palaces, bid adieu to loved ones on American shores 
Monday morning, and attend the great London Tabernacle, so 
long enchanted by the saintly Spurgeon by the next Sabbath 
morning. But even this rapid transit is too slow for the restless 
age in which we live. We are trying now to invent air ships 
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which untrammelled by the resistance of the water or the friction 
of the earth, shall transport us at the rate of five hundred miles 
an hour across land or water.

What do these things all men ? They mean more than 
money, than commerce, than civilization.

They mean that God has not only been opening the gate of 
foreign lands for the entrance of the missionary but that he has 
been preparing ways by which {he missionary can go faster and 
the Gospel can be carried quicker to these heathen lands.

Every country beneath the sun isfnow open to missionary 
work with the exception of little mountain-clad Thibet, and it is 

* said that the mi^fonary is sitting at hy gates waiting for them 
to open.

One hundred years ago the Bible was only accessible to 
one-third of the human race; now it has been translated into 
five times as many languages as were spoken on the day of 
Pentecost and has been rendered accessible to nine-tenths of the 
population upon the face of the globe.

In all this work of one hundred years of missions, the Bap
tists have had the honor of starting it and they have shared the 
largest part of its results. Wherever Baptist missionaries have 
gone they have found the readiest reception of their principles, 
and they have out prospered any other denomination. 

. One of the astounding facts of the present day is that the 
Baptists withall their “ narrowness” and “selfishness” and while 
they have not raised one-fourth of the money spent, have shared 
half the results of all missionary work of the whole world com
bined. In 1783 a few years before Judson went to India and 
turned Baptist, the Congregationalists in the United States had 
75,000 members, in 1890 they had a'half million, (506,782). 
During this same period in which the Congregationalists with 
their then splendid institutions of learning, have from 75,000 
oiade a half million members, the Baptists, in the same period, 
with scarcely no institutions of learning to begin with, and from 
45,000 members have grown to three million and a half. What 
has God wrought?

Since 1792, just^ one hundred years ago, the Baptists have 

increassed from 424 ministers to 24,000 ; from 470 churches to 
36,000; from 35,100 communicants to 3,500,000. In the lan
guage of Prof. E. B. Hurlbut The church historians grow 
jubilant over the amazing spread of Christianity in the early 
centurftfe; and the Christian apologist use, this triumphant pro
gress as a proof of its establishment through supernatural 
agencies, an invincible proof of its divine origin and character. 
But the statistics of the American churches show that in the 
United States alone, the Baptists alone have gained more con
verts in ninety years than the entire Christian church gained 
throughout the world in the first 200 years ; and more than six 
times as many as were gained in the first century. If any people 
on earth should feel encouraged above others, or more deeply 
obligated than others it should be the Baptists.

Now in all this work of the nineteenth century, Christianity 
has but entered the field, made a beginning, and the great work 
lies in the future. But few of the present missionary fields have 
been occupied long ; and by far the greater number of mission
aries ever sent into foreign fields have gone out in the last twenty 
years. And though this be but a century of beginnings, how 
grand is this beginning! This preparatory work of the nineteenth 
century’! And what promise it gives in the more rapid and 
complete work of the twentieth century. How it now begins to 
look as if God’s promise to give to His Son the heathen for an 
inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession 
was begun to be fulfilled. But let us look at the (act that the 
conquest of the heathen world has but begun. The population 
of the world which must be taken for our King is, 1,500,000,000. 
In Asia, then 800,000,000; in Africa, 210,000,000; in Europe, 
350,000,000 ; in America, 110,000,000 ; in the Island world, 30,- 
000,000. Of this number there are 35,000,000 Protestantsand 
105,000000 Protestant adherents, total 140,000,000. The Greek 
Church is 90,000,000. The Roman Catholic 205,000,000. Jews, 
8,000,000; Mohammedans, 175,000,000; Pagan and Heathen, 
882,000,000, Total, 1,500,000,000, the population of the earth.

Nearly two-thirds of the world are not even nominally 
Christian and yet untouched by the Gospel,and out of that which
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lity did i _____
■day tl)ere are more than three

claims to be Christians, a large number need missionary labor, 
over one-half,as in Papal and Mohammedan lands; not to speak 
of those within our own churches whose hearts have never been 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, nor bodies washed in pure 
water. What a gigantic struggle yet to give the Gospel to this 
world lor which Christ died and which some day must be his 
entire possession. But the wctk will go on rapidly which was 
so long and so slow in beginning. One hundred years ago con
verts in heathen land> to Christianity didnot exceed one hundred 
communicants and adherents, to-<
million and mesf^bf these in the last twpnty years. According 
to this arithmetical ratio of increase, wnat a vast multitude will 
have turned to Christ in the next fifty years! In another 
century the work will be done. At least the Gospel will be 
preached to all the word, and the end will have to come to the 
Gospel dispensation, nay. God may finish the work and cut it 
short in ten years. The icebergs are long melting before they 
suddenly break under the perpetual rays of the summer sun. 
We cannot tell now what may take place in a day of this rapid 
age. Steam and electricity are now the mighty forces which 
impel the world to progress, and knowledge is rapidly covering 
the earth as the waters cover the sea. Jesus may have the 
heathen for his inheritance, the uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession, sooner than we imagine. He may come suddenly 
and quickly and as we see the rapid dissemination of the Gospel 
to all the nations of the earth let us be on the lookout for the 
end and for His coming. What are we doing in view of these 
solemn and potent facts ? Are we doing our part in this great 
centennial year of missions to give-the heathen and the world to 
Christ?

I believe in the future church, it we but do our duty at 
home, ere long we may listen to hear from the watch towers of 
India, the land of many lords, the cheering cry •• cW and 
from Europe, the land so long torn by different faiths, the watchman 
shall send forth the shout. • and from American
watch towers, the Und where so many spiritual battles have 

been fought over the iniatory rite into the church, shall be 
heralded the unanimous voice “ One Baptism."

And when from Africa, ouj fatherland, dark and>bleeding 
Africa, the land so long isolated from the rest of the world, as 
though x^Jie had not a common origin and could not claim God 
as her Father, shall come'forth the voice, “ One God, the Father 
of us all,” and then when the hosts of the redeemed from every 
land and every tongue and kindred and people shall join in the 
triumphant chorus “ One Lord, one faith, and one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all.”

Then will the Lord come and we shall be gathered home to 
the great Author of Missions, through fesus Christ our Lord. 
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you all."

Then will the Lord come and we shall be gathered home to 
the great Author of Missions, through fesus Christ our Lord.
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ALIEN IMMERSION NOT VALID BAPTISM IN A BAPTIST 
CHURCH.

BY WM. H. PHILLIPS, D. D.,

Pastor Shiloh Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Penn.

Not unfrequently we have perplexing questions arising from 
this source in many of our churches, and among the ministry ; 
and I have often wondered how learned men, or so-called 
learned men, could be so glaringly inconsistent.

I do not propose to discuss the subject of baptism from a 
scriptural standpoint, but will content myself by taking for 
granted all that we, as Baptists, believe and teach on the subject

We take the ground that baptism is a positive law, given 
by the Lawgiver—head and founder of the church. If this is so, 
it then follows that those who represent Him must present 
proper credentials, setting forth their right and authority to 
enforce his commands. This law is found in the great commis
sion, “ Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com
manded you.”

_ There must be authority somewhere, for every valid act 
If then the acts of a minister of the gospel be lawful and proper, 
there must be ministerial authority derived from the proper 
source, before he can properly perform the ordinance of baptism, 
else the act of ordaining and setting men apart to the gospel 
ministry by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and 
prayer, is a farce, and therefore meaningless.

If Ministerial authority is not essential to valid baptism 
then any lay member may just as properly perform it as an 
ordained minister. But on the contrary, it irfnekPby’ alfevan- 
gelical denominations, that an ordained ministry for this work is 
the appointment of our Lord and Master, and we are not Zt liberty 
to set it aside; and in doing so we are plainly violating* his com
mands, both in letter and in spirit.

87

What constitutes proper authority in a Baptist church, 
for the lawful and proper administration of this ordinance ? It is 
this : w

L The man must have a change of heart ; be made a new 
creature ;

11. He must have been immersed, and held church member
ship in some other Baptist church ;

in. He must have the indorsement of his church as to his 
call to the ministry.

iv. He must be examined by a Baptist presbytery and set 
apart by the imposition of hands and prayer, and in this exami
nation he must assent to, and hold certain views of doctrine pecu
liar to our denomination.

v. He must have written credentials as evidence of these 
facts, properly signed by the officers of the council that ordained 
him.

Having gone through this rigid routine of examinations, he 
may possibly pass while many fail, and are relegated to the 
rear, without ever obtaining this privilege.

What constitutes valid Baptism in a Baptist church as 
regards the ^ubject of the act ? Let me answer this negatively :

I. No regular baptist church would permit a licensed min
ister to baptize. No church would allow a deacon to do its bap
tizing. No church would suffer a lay member to baptize, how
ever pious the individual might be.

II. The only baptism that would be acceptable to a regular 
Baptist church, would be that performed by a regular ordained 
minister, in good standing.

According to this standard let us see if the individual com
ing from a paedo-baptist church, having been immersed therein, 
really been baptized ?

I. The minister who baptized the individual (or rather went 
though the performance), has not been baptized himself: why 
then accept this work at his hands, he being an alien, and deny 
it to one of our own members, who is every whit loyal to the 

frith.
II. He does not believe in the scriptures as being the only
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authority for his conduct and practice in this matter as we do. 
On the contrary he denounces it as unnecessary and non-essen
tial, and teaches against that form of sound doctrine, which we 
hold [as dear as we do our lives. Why accept baptism at his 
hands and refuse to accept it at the hands of one of our own, 
who is far better qualified by loyalty to the truth than he is ? 
Nay,-we would not only reject this in a member of our own, but 
if he held the same erroneous views as the other we would 
exclude him from our membership.

in. Tfiis paedo-baptist minister has never been examined 
by a baptist presbytery as to his conversion, call to the ministry, 
views of dAtrine, etc. Without this we would not permit one 
of our own number to administer this ordinance, why then accept 
it at the hands of an alien.

iv. If this, our paedo-baptist brother, is properly qualified 
to administer baptism for us, why re-ordain him when he comes 
to us ?

I have heard brother ministers, when hard pressed in their 
defense of this erroneous and inconsistent practice, cry out in 
despair and say, Roger Williams was never baptized by a regular 
Baptist minister. We might, with the same propriety ask, who 
baptized John the Baptist ? There was no baptist minister to 
baptize John, nor was there one Jo baptize Roger Williams. 
They were both alike sent of God, and the end justified the 
means. John was never baptized by any one so far as we know. 
Roger Williams was baptized the best that he could, by Thomas 
Holliman ; but under the circumstances he could have gone on 
without it altogether, as there was no one to perform the cere
mony any nearer than England.

The apostles were never ordained by the imposition of 
hands and prayer, by an ordaining council, so far as we know. 
They were sent out direct from the hand of the Lord, as was 
John by the Father ; but they required ordination of all those 
they sent out.

Here is a strong analogy betweencases and that of 
*. Koger Williams. Necessity is a law unto itselT““"-----

There is at the present day a strong desire for popular praise 
and applause, which is likely to pull our old Baptist ship loose 
from her moonngs, and set her afloat upon t^e high seas of 
irregularity with the danger of foundering upon the rocks of 

v scepticism and unfaithfulness.

WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?

REV. BERNARD TYRRELL, A. M.

Virginia Seminary, Lynchburg, Virginia.
£

The discussion contained in this paper has been suggested 
by the thoughtful and practical address made by our 
distinguished visitor, Dr. M. MacVicar, who employed the above 
title as a basis of what he was pleased to say.

It is not that he applied the warning suggested by the pas
sage to the moral condition of the Negro South, nor is it 
because we would unqualifiedly deny the fact of the existence of 
such a condition, that we are thus moved to write, but it is that 
in view of the fact that there was a time when that moral condi
tion was incomparably worse than it is to-day, and hence much 
progress must be conceded.

The morning of the day in which the world may look on 
and admire a race condition ameliorated may not be so near that 
we may jbe able to cry out “ The might is far spent ” but yet 
sufficient progress has been made to inspire a sanguine belief in 
the condition pictured forth as we gaze through the vista of 
passing decades.

Race progress is of a peculiar kind. It is seldom fully seen 
by the one who lives in the midst of it. It is not seen by com
paring decade with decade, but century with century, and that 
too, not by the one who would judge only from small changes. 
Great and permanent progress is made by little changes. This 
is the history of moral progress to say the least.

I am willing to admit that some of the race are apt to con
tent themselves, because of complimentary speeches and sayings 
made by over-sanguine optimists of the race, and that much 
should be made of the practical side of education rather than 
the theoretical, but it must also be admitted that it speaks well 
for the future of the race that many of its leaders are taking, not 
the pessimistic, but the common sense view by tryin^-to awaken
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and keep alive, a greater activity along all lines of improvement, 
and so far as warning the Negroes against being mere book 
worms is concerned, it is but just to say that the great army of 
Negro teachers has arrived upon the professional stage of their 
calling at the very time when the entire world of professions is 
aroused as never before in regard to improved methods; and so 
sure as the Negro is an “ imitator,”—a child of absorption, as a 
professional, he notes all the new methods, imbibes and dissemi
nates every suggestion offered. A single instance of recent date 
in o*r city suffices to illustrate our claim. It is this : the distin
guished educator and lecturer, Dr. J. M. Rice of New York, 
who4h series of articles on the educational systems of the leading 
cities of America and the German Schools many of us have 
read in the Forum, came to lecture to us a few evenings ago on 
“ Scientific "Teaching.” The colored teachers were also in full 
attendance, and though the lecture was enjoyed it was not 
enjoyed as discussing the development of some new method, 
but as corroborating what these teachers unanimously claim has 
been their daily practice, but for this reason they enjoyed the 
lecture the more.

This being abreast the times on the part of our teachers,— 
and I speak for the large majority of the colored teachers of 
Virginia and the border states, is especially encouraging to me 
when I remember that Dr. MacVicar in urging our students not 
to be mere book worms, and the teachers as well against being 
conformists to certain obsolete methods, confessed that they of 
the North were just beginning to tear themselves away from the 
same.

I thought of the hundreds of years the whites of the North 
and South have been educating. I thought of what our teachers 
had just said of Dr. Rice’s lecture as throwing no new light on 
what they had already been doing every day in the school room, 
—and yet how recently had thwrbesoflie teachers. As one of 
the most experienced of them remarked, " We are not so far 
behind after all.” I at once saw an army of over twenty thou
sand teachers in this Sunny South marching under the noonday 
glare of improved methods of teaching, and I felt compelled to 
ask Dr. MacVicar to confess that “ The morning cometh."

While the speaker urged independence of thought detailing 
the evils of following after the mere book both in the school
room and home, naturally came to my mind “ How practical the 
talk I" but “ How little guidance in thought have so many of us 
had aside from’books in the homes, while at the same time our 
Caucasian brother, O how much practical guidance from cultured 
parents in educated homes during the many centuries past! ”

When on the one hand I notice this and on the other see 
our young men rise up before audiences and rival extempore in 
debate a Yale student, though the latter may have his well 
arranged and logically written discourse which does not half so 
readily catch the ear of the popular audience, I must encourage 
the former that the morning cometh.

' In all points the Doctor was practical save as he failed to apprise 
or remind us of the answer to the question, Whit of the night ? 
which we hold is just as practical by way of acknowledgement 
and encouragement as the suggestions which he so aptly gleaned 
from the question. Both were written one in immediate relation 
to the other. The next verst (Isai. xxi. 12) reads : The watch
man said : The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will 
inquire, inquire ye, return, come. Why not quote the watch
man’s answer as well as the question itself, especially since facts 
on both sides of this most intricate race question of morals 
warrant the quoting to support both views. And yet the Doctor 
claimed before us that he was looking through a black man’s 
eye with regard to the great and puzzlesome question.

The fact that he made a half quotation proves what so 
many of us have always held, viz., that it is impossible for any 
white man to look through a black man’s eye. Though the 
writer was schooled for the last ten years of his student life with 
the whites, he is more convinced than ever that such a vision is 
impossible. In some aspect or other the consideration concern
ing the Negro will relegate its subject to the objective realm, 
while consideration by the white man concerning the white man 
will, despite the almost falseless ethics of the speaker or thinker, 
steal its way into the subjective realm.

This seemed especially true as the speaker ^insisted that our
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young men and “ young women ” neglect not Industrial Educa
tion. However misleading may seem the idea of this kind of 
practical education as put by white men when speaking of the 
best thing for the Negro to do,” the Negro must face facts just 
as they are,—yes facts. What are some of the facts ? The 
Negro has made the South what she is, but can never figure to 
advantage upon her soil until he becomes an industrial factor. 
The South is his natural home in this country, but he can never 
own it and have a home until he can build a home.

Tfie Negro makes a good mechanic, but can never find em
ployment among others, until he makes an enviable reputation by 
building a mighty superstructure, for himself. This is seen in the 
fact that to-day he finds employment adapted to his skill almost 
exclusively in the South among his own people—He has built 
the railroads South, but can never own one, and ride with sweet 
comfort, until he has gone to the very beds of the earth and dug 
the iron, forged it into steel rails and nailed them down, with 
nails hammered out with his own hands, to ties hewn by his own 
willing mind and brawny arms from the forests. Let him aspire 
to do this rather to be content at being a dude workman in the 
white man’s parlor car.

Farming before the war made the South, and who was the 
farmer ? The Negro of course. But now the Negro wants some
thing to make him. The same thing that made the South will 
make him. No other consideration is commensurate.with this, 
save the sad reflection that so very many young men spurn the 
idea of educating for manual and skilled labor. The parent has 
too often held up before the child the air castle'of fame, fearing 
lest he would not be sufficiently honored in society as a skilled 
tradesman, pointing him rather to professional walks until the 
way is actually crowded with professional aspirants. We need 
more real professional men such as doctors, lawyers, ministers, 
but let us note this fact also, the Jsoutt! invites immigration 
that her skilled labor may be performed by white hands. Rather 
than have the Negro do that labor, she throws h€r doors open and 
invites him out, and he must either go or fofcver remain and do 
the drudgery unless he becomes a handicraftsman. He is on 
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the ground. Shall others go and possess it ? Let the Negro 
rise and possess it. Let there be more real farmers as well as 
carpenters, designers and learned tradesmen. It is an alarming 
fact when we consider how this country, with infinite possibilities 
yet stored away in its natural repositories, became great through 
farming and then consider how much greater must be the race if 
it be able .to contribute its quota in support of the nation, thaj 
there may be accorded a due consideration. And yet our most 
influential men are gathered about the cities where aUthe best 
they are appendages to independent and influential white men, 
hence they cannot themselves be truly independent having 
spurned the true means of independence.

Let the Negro not forsake the farm where he can work out 
his own salvation of'independence without fear and trembling. 
In the light of these stern facts I must confess the white man's 
favorite idea to be right, that “ the Negro must work ” even if I 
must forego the interpretation of his motive for urging so enthu
siastically and untiringly. Of course we are called on to question 
the motive for so great zeal for work when we notice that in the 
North no college is considered complete without a gymnasium, 
while continually they plead that no Negro institution can be 
complete without a manual labor department.

We were led to a still greater suspicion of the Doctor’s 
special course for the Negro when he made a severe and uncom
promising attack on Greek and Latin for the Negro. He launched 
his time-ridden and weightier arguments against the study of 
Greek, Isatin and Hebrew first in the class-room, and later on in 
the chapel before our assembled multitude of students, giving 
the timely warning against rushing into these studies with de
fective foundation in English Grammar and composition. This 
was all very g<_od but it had the same effect upon our students 
that Dr. Rice’s lecture had upon the teachers of Lynchburg. It 
proved to be the old time tune to whose music they had been 
made to dance day after day.

Surely these honored gentlemen would do well to take 
cognizance of the fact that old and desk-ridden ideas cannot be 
palmed off to our students and teachers of the Southland as 

I



94 95

though they were in the back woods and were glad to receive 
anything they have to say, as new and inspiring. We 
think especially that our course is something like the right 
one since we are following so close in the tracks of the 
Northerner. If the Negro is to be symmetrically developed and 
is imitating the North in this regard how can he do so, 
unless he imitate her in the use of means. So far as 
pi^paring him to be a type—if indeed it be meant that he 
become a type—of American manhood is concerned it 
would beT just as great a mistake to educate him all, in 
the lower branches and industrialspursuit as to go to extremes in 
the study >f Greek and Latin to the neglect of English.

The Doctor spoke of getting down into the real meaning of 
things advising to “ leave alone your Greek, your Latin and 
your Hebrew,” and yet these studies lie at the very foundation 
of all our colleges and universities whether great or small. No 
white man educated without them is regarded to be among the 
well educated. Let a single illustration used by ou,r friend serve 
to illustrate also the point we are intent upon having the reader see

How to get into things he illustrated as follows : A father 
gave a boy a watch. The little fellow carried it around, taking 
it out of his pocket quite often. Not being satisfied with the 
sight of its glitter and display of work the curious boy 
took the watch to pieces. To his surprise he could not 
put it together again. He brought it to the father and was 
still more surprised to find his father ready to commend him for 
it in that it showed the disposition of the son to get into the real 
thought of things, it evinced the stamp of originality. I say 
that this watch is Greek and Latin in the hands of the Negro. 
He thinks it very nice at first to write the picture—like words 
(of Greek and Hebrew) upon the black-board but after a while 
he seeks to get inside of things. The more the white man is 
inclined to study Greek and Hebrew,-^neanWitr-Savising the 
Negro not to touch it the more inclined is he to take the watch 
to pieces. Will the Doctor commend him for thef disposition to 
be original ? (

I have long since feared that those who work in interest of 

the Negro by soliciting aid, for his institutions, have fallen so 
far into the fault of presenting only the dark phase of the ques
tion, iq order that they might the better work upon the sym
pathies of the people North, that they themselves cannot see any 
other side.

My idea of the answer as concerns the Negro is that when 
the better tendencies in America shall .have comprehended as a, 
result a complete triumph of Bible principles, and of our Decla
ration of Independence as based on the Ten Commandments, 
then the morning shall not be kept back in darkness because the 
Negro fails to come to the light.

If the tendency among the Negroes toward universal edu
cation, responds to his demands of a few years ago for universal 
citizenship, and upon universal education depends home training 
and upon that home training depends the future of the Negro 
race, then I claim the morning cometh.
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THE PROGRESS OF THE COLORED MAN IN AMERICA.

BY REV. EUGENE EVANS,

Pastor Monumental Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa.

It is conceded by all intelligent people, that every nation
ality encountered many obstacles and drawbacks at the 
beginning : of its career, which subsequently became impor
tant. Ou y ace is no exception to the general rule. To-day 
there is ncrta people in all America in accordance with our num
ber, that is making more favorable progress than we. Only a 
little more than two-and-a-half decades have elapsed since we 
were freed from the thralldom of slavery.

Among the utterances that President Lincoln made in our 
behalf, were these : " How to better the condition of the colored 
race has long been a study which has attracted my serious and 
careful attention ; hence I think I am clear and decided as to 
what course I shall pursue in the premises, regarding it a reli
gious duty, as the nation’s guardian of these people who have so 
heroically vindicated their manhood on the battle-field, where, in 
assisting to save the life of the Republic, they have demonstrated 
in blood their right to the ballot, which is but the humane pro
tection of the flag they have so fearlessly defended.”

That was a statement from the heart of a man who was gen
erally beloved because of his conscientiousness in doing what he 
knew to be right. And because of the utterances that Abraham 
Lincoln made in our favor, he gathered into, and around him
self, the affections of a mighty people, till in the culmination and 
attainment of all his heart’s desires he should be called from 
“glory to glory the other in his humWe^phere^Xe-garner as a 
precious legacy to him and his, these fragments of leaves from 
the daily life of one whose fame and name—inseparably bound 
up with devotion to freedom and reverence for 1/w, fragrant with 
the tender memories and sweet humanities of life—are to grow 

brighter and stronger with God’s eternal years, as men learn to 
emulate a true Christian manhoods I eulogize the name of 
Pre^dent Lincoln because he did what no other marl in America 
had ever done : He set the slaves free ! That was in time of war, 
while every faction of our great nation was at fever-heat. We 
had no opportunity to progress; we were slaves. Those 
tender emotions, keen precepts and intellectual traits whi£h 
were in many a colored man's heart, could not have sway 
because of the servitude that had to be endured, because of 
masters with the lash over us like dumb driven cattle.

What progress have we made since then ? To-day, all over 
our nation the colored race is respected like any other class of 
people, and some of the best and noblest of the whites, have 
many times remarked1 that for "true loyalty of principle ; actual 
worth to employers ; earnest adherence to his constituents, in 
office, and all places of a public trust, there is none more faithful 
to do his duty than the colored man.

That there is a bright and glorious future before us, there 
is not the least doubt ; but to attain the uppermost pinnacle of 
fame there is work for you, a work for me, a work for each of us. 
That is w^at the good hymn says, when it kindly urges people 
on to serve the living Christ, and it is just as essential to pro
gression in any good work.

Our progress may be slow at times, but we must press 
steadily onward,—learn wisdom by our failures,—and mend the 
weak places when we go over the same ground again.

The record of the lives of many great artists, authors and 
preachers, is full of disappointments, and apparently wasted 
efforts. Not only in the lives of great, but of obscure men, do 
we find these. They are balked in their good intentions. Their 
hopes to do some useful work for mankind are often defeated. 
Their friends are taken from them ; disease, pain and poverty 
assault them, until they are tempted, like Job, to say, “ What 
shall I do unto thee ? Why hast thou set me up as a mark 
against thee, so that I am a burden unto myself ?”

It is not the picture which a man paints, or the music 
which he writes, or his success, or happiness, or accomplished 
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work in life, which is of importance in God’s eyes : but the soul 
of the man. The soul of each of us is trained here for its work in 
the life hereafter, like the athlete for the race, not by indulgence, 
but by self-denial and hardships. Let us remember how the 
little bird in its nest outside the window, in with its feeble 
wing, flew across half the continent, but what does any space 
over which it then passed, matter to it now that it has kept a 
straight course and reached its home at last ?

Even an illustration from the feathered songster can but 
have a tendency to spur us onward in our progress until our 
best endeavors are accomplished, and finally give us a crown in 
the Heavenly kingdom.

It has T>een truly said that man is not man until he is free, 
but let us bear in mind that the nobility of the man who is 
free is tested by the way in which he uses his freedom He 
shows himself worthy ol his freedom when he resolves by love 
to serve others and to consecrate his liberty to the good ot the 
communit}’. That wc have done this I have no reason to doubt. 
Thus far we have made progress, but I am more than ever con
fident that the era is but just dawning when our race will put 
forth precepts and principles th.it will redound to our credit and 
glory from one end of our noble country to the other

“ Let ns then t>e up and doing. 
With a heart for any fate ;

v Still achieving, still pursuing
Leant to labor and to wait”

To make the progress we so much desire, from this time 
onward, we must work. We arc not all constituted alike. Some 
work with the hands anti some with the head. The two, in their 
respective vocations, blend together so nicely th it they are made 
to work on the co-operative plan in a very satisfactory manner. 
Your work benefits me, and mine is of profit to you.

Our people are fast gaining vantago^rJtttttl atuitTv known 
to be second to none in point of intelligence and keenness. Not 
long ago a noted white man said : For real wit, genuine honest)', 
the most pleasant and agreeable manners, m inifest in any per
son on the face of the earth, I find none in my extensive travels
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that excels a colored geptleman. For instance, not long jigo I 
ran across my old friend Prof. Fred. Gordon Stewart, who was 
once a slave, and is now a lecturer of note, and in an hour’s time 
he related to me more historical facts than I could have learned 
from books in a month. He’s a cultured gentleman, but he had 
to work his way up. ,

You will agree with me that one of the elements of true 
success is work. By this I mean something more than the 
occupation of one’s time. That is for the higher ideal. I mean 
a resolute, invincible determination to accomplish one’s purpose, 
even though mental or manual hardship be required. I am 
aware that to too many youth this is not congenial. They 
prefer to live, to possess a fortune, to have a profession and to 
occupy a post of honor without earning it. Don’t you think our 
beloved Bruce had to work and study hard to reach the pinnacle 
of fame he has attained ? His progress is satisfactory to our 
people, as is that of many others I could name. Many there 
are, also, among all classes of people who want ease instead of 
work to be a condition of success. Somehow they expect to 
succeed without that intense application which circumstances 
require, and so they fail, becoming mere ciphers among men.

Gideon Lee, who was so poor in his boyhood that he went 
to work barefooted, even in winter, believed that he must make a 
bargain with himself for so much hard work, or he could not 
succeed. After he became a wealthy merchant, he said : “ I had 
made a bargain with myself to labor each day a certain number 
of hours, and nothing but sickness and inability should make me 
break the contract. It was known to my young friends in the 
neighborhood, and on some convivial occasion, a quilting frolic 
I believe, they came to my shop where I worked, and compelled 
me to leave my work and go with them, there being girls also 
in the deputation, my gallantry could not resist. I lost my 
night’s rest, for the morning soon found me at work, redeeming 
my lost time.’’

It was the bargain with himself that made him invincible. 
He could not violate that contract without sacrificing his sense 
of propriety and his conscientious scruples. 
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ran across my old friend Prof. Fred. Gordon Stewart, who was 
once » slave, and is now a lecturer of note, and in an hour’s time 
he related to me more historical facts than I could have learned 
from books in a month. He's a cultured gentleman, but he had 
to work his way up.

You will agree with me that one of the elements of true 
success is work. By this I mean something more than the 
occupation of one’s time. That is for the higher ideal. I mean 
a resolute, invincible determination to accomplish one’s purpose, 
even though mental or manual hardship be required. I am 
aware that to too many youth this is not congenial. They 
prefer to live, to possess a fortune, to have a profession and to 
occupy a post of honor without earning it. Don’t you think our 
beloved Bruce had to work and study hard to reach the pinnacle 
of fame he has attained ? His progress is satisfactory to our 
people, as is that of many others I could name. Many there 
are, also, among all classes of people who want ease instead of 
work to be a condition of success. Somehow they expect tp 
succeed without that intense application which circumstances 
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to work barefooted, even in winter, believed that he must make a 
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I believe the most of us do work Hard, yet if there are any 
that do not, let the contract with one's self be made and we shall 
be surprised at the results. „

Dr. Franklin’s proverb set this virtue in fine gold : " Dost 
thou love life ■? Then do not squander time, for that is the stuff 
life is made of. Sloth makes all things difficult, but industry all 
<sy." Ten thousand dollars capital alone would not win public 
confidence as quickly as large capacity to work.

Many young people believe in geniuses ; and hence a suc
cessful man is some sort of genius. This is true to a certain 
extent, but often work is mistaken for genius. The most gifted 
men are usually the greatest workers. The celebrated Turner 
was once asked the secret of his success, to which he replied. I 
have no secret but hard work." This is a secret that many never 
learn, and they don’t succeed because they never learn it. Labor 
is the genius that changes the world from ugliness to beauty, 
and the great curse to a great blessing.

Carlyle said : “ The true university is a collection of books.” 
Books are good, but I believe the best university is a collection 
of men. Here there is no graduation, and no diplomas are con
ferred. But the knowledge acqu'red is a key to our hearts, and 
to the hearts of others. The more we learn of humanity, its 
hopes, possibilities, needs, the more accurately we shall pene
trate to the meaning of books. In every person you meet, behold 
a reflection of your possible self on the principle laid down by 
Goethe: “ As I grow in years, I grow more charitable, because 
I see no fault committed by others that I have not committed 
myself. Now the value<f reading and study is very great ; but 
a head continually in the clouds is apt to become a dizzy head. 
It is well enough to know Greek and Latin, and Homer’s birth
place ; but the brain that holds downright common sense, which 
is a rarified form of keen nerreption -rrmtains greater measure. 
We must aim to know men, to know ourselves. This comes 
under the head of human nature. We should seek to grow up 
into the knowledge and love of humanity, ^fll burning ques
tions of the day relate to human needs. Let us continue to 
keep this great thought in mind and our progress will be 

founded on a rock. I would have you become interested in good 
books : study men and human nature also, and have that one of 
your chief aims. Always have one particular subject of import
ance on hand for investigation. Seek to know all about it. 
thread superficiality as you would dread the plague. Follow 
questions to their remotest bearings in a pleasant and interested 
way. We are approaching the period of the reign of the com
mon people. What Blackstone, the great English counsellor 
and diplomat, calls the indefeasible right of kings, hastens to its 
downfall. Questions of sociology are foremost. Then train 
yourselves to think closely on problems of government, trade, 
commerce, labor and finance. I would rather possess clear ideas 
of economic terms and values than know the Greek lexicon by 
heart. Draw from ‘others who are older by experience. You 
may learn more of practical wisdom from a live American than 
from all the records of Greece and Rome. The path of honora
ble distinction in the service of one’s country is yet open to 
merit, however lowly its origin, if perseverance, self-denial, stu
dious habits in the intervals of toil, and self-control, are made 
subservient to inflexible purpose. The suggestions I have made 
are nece|sary to the progress of any people.

This present life is one of labor, conflicts and dangers, both 
seen and unseen. We have scarcely stepped upon the world’s 
great stage of action before we are met and besieged by a host 
of difficulties. Burdens are to be borne, trials to be endured, 
cares to engage our attention, and sin to combat. Especially is 
this true of the earnest, faithful soldier of the cross, to whom life 
is indeed no holiday affair, but a constant struggle for victory 
through the help of the Lord Jesus.

To-day may be one of severe trial in the sha/p clash and 
noise of battle, but to-morrow may also bring us the victor’s 
song. Our progress is sure to be constant and lasting if we but 
push onward for the right in every way. The past is satisfac
tory, and we, with constant care and watching, can make the 
future doubly so as pertains to finance, society, nationalism, and 
religion. Clouds may overshadow us at times, but from an 
azure sky the king of day will again pour down his /light upon
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our path. And, the long night of life’s watchings, will soon be 
over. A crown of life and eternal glory awaits all who have 
endured the trials of the cross. Is it not well worth striving for? 
And then remember that all our light afflictions here will only 
add to the great weight of glorious bliss that shall be ours for
ever.

After the storm, the calm and eternal joys that are unend
ing. Oh, that we may have grace, faith and patience to endure 
on, toil on, struggle on.

Welcome message to the weary ! May all of the Lord’s 
dear children be accounted worthy to receive it with great joy 
and gladnejh.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK.

rev. A. M. Middlebrooks, Arkansas, *

All over this great Country of ours, Noble Christian men 
and women are gathering in Sunday-School Conventions, Sun
day-School Institutes and various meetings of a like character, 
listening to the inspired words and discussing the various forms 
of Sunday-school work, never perhaps in the history of the 
world were there so .many earnest Christian men and women 
gathered together, uniting hearts and hands for the advancement 
of the Kingdom of our Lord, Jesus Christ. The world’s Sun
day-school convention, which was recently held in London, was 
in itself an inspiration and men and women went back to their 
respective fields of labor more determined than ever to do their 
best for the in gathering of the children.

It is estimated that there are in this country over one 
hundred an8 fifty thousand evangelical Sunday-schools that meet 
every Sabbath. In these Sunday-schools there are over one 
million three hundred thousand teachers, who teach ten million 
youths the word of God. The Sunday school is the grandest 
agency to-day in the hands of the church that has ever existed. 
We are pointing out the way to reach the masses, to do the 
greatest good, to the greatest number. A Sunday-school is a 
possibility in any community, where there is a Christian man or 
woman who is willing to undertake the responsibility of organiz
ing one. In order to have a Sunday-school there must be child
ren and whoever heard of a community where there were not 
children ? We have no doubt heard of many that have failed on 
account of neglect or indifference of Christian workers but never 
one closed because the children would not come. No school 
need close its doors for the want of bibles, testaments, cate
chisms, song books or the like, for there are so many agencies 
denominational and otherwise who stand ready to supply every
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need and if there were not, books were never cheaper and for a 
few dollars, every need can be supplied.

There was never such an intelligent class of people, alto
gether engaged in any work as there is to day in the Sunday- 
school work, nor was there ever such an intelligent class of 
Christian workers as there is at present. Go where you will, in 
every city, town or hamlet and there you will find that the most 
intelligent, refined, the very best people are Christian workers. 
The Sunday-school is not an institution for a special class of 
people, but Embraces all, the rich, the poor, the black and the 
white, the high and the low. It covers the whole church, the 
grandest trums of the bible are1 taught there and children, young 
and old, are inspired by its blessed pages. What an education the 
Sunday-school lesson is ! The Bible is not only read more but 
studied more to-day than ever before. The youth of to-day 
have a far better knowledge of the bible, than their fathers and 
mothers ever dreamed was possible.

The Sunday-school is the magnet of Christian loVe, drawing 
as nothing else does, all the different denominations of the world 
together, to stand upon one platform. The world for Christ and 
denominational lines are forgotten, when they clasp hands deter
mined to do their best for our God and his Christ. The Sunday- 
school to do its work properly ought to have a separate apart
ment for an hour, without being interrupted by preaching or any 
other service. What about the work we are doing! We are 
bringing the youth into the church. Said a gentleman recently, 
“ When I hear of an old sinner being converted, I am glad, but 
I do not go into ecstasies of joy, because I know what that 
means. An old sinner, who has passed his life in iniquity, I 
know what obstacles he will meet.” Who is it that we are bring
ing into the church ? The youth of the land, who are remem
bering their creator in the days of thei» yr null bffnr^the evil 
days come nigh. Look around you and see who the strong men 
and women of the church are. They are the grown up members 
of the Sabbath-school, the strongest and the best your mem
bership are those that sought the Lord in the days of their 
youth. It is in our power to make the Sunday-school a grander 
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institution than ever before. Greater work must be done and 
our borders enlarged. It will not do for us to sit quietly down 
and leave for others the work we might do. The devil is espe
cially active at this time. Go where you will, you will see his 
net spread to entrap the feet of the unwary youth. Pleasures of 
every kind and inducements of every nature are being laid jn* 
their way, and then too, they are made so seductive that the song 
of the siren rarely fails to drag the victim to their gilded palaces 
of death. Awake, Christian people! Arise in your might and 
save the youth of the land. Let us organize our boys and girls 
into such societies as will give them something to do, for there 
is no one that can reach the youth, like the youth himself. 
Young Men’s Christian-Associations, Christian Endeavor Socie
ties, Boys Brigades, Kings Daughters, bands of hope for temper
ance work, Dorcas Societies to help the poor and so on, should 
be organized. Let each realize that it is not only his privilege 
but his indispensable duty to engage in this work.
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LEE-ISMS.

GEO. W. LEE, D. D., D. C.

—The independence of the Baptist Church is often brought 
to dependence.

—The Sabbath is a short jubilee of rest in which our Heav
enly Father wipes the perspiration of toil from the brow of his 
children.

—The law of Sinaf showed the need of a Savior.

—As soon as our country learns -that God requires the 
blood of man, at the paws of.a beast, lynching will cease.

—Christianity is the triumph of regeneration over carnality.
—The Christian warfare is a struggle for divine manhood.
—The present cross is a certificate for the future crown.
—Abuse is sometimes equal to praise.
—Hypocrisy is an imitation of regeneration.
—Atheism is a sin, which the devil out of policy does not 

advocate.
—Peter’s swimming capacity did not substitute his loss of 

faith in Christ.
—The grave is the saint’s rest from battle until the; final 

triumph of all the army.
—Hell is the result of angelic and human imagination of 

the possibility of establishing a paradise beyond Jehovistic con
trol.

—Our growth in grace is an infallible evidencexr~frrrrU?ir^u— 
in Christ.

.““Since the long promised Baptist Magazine is born, Itt 
us give it that financial and maral patronage that will assureuts 
longevity.

POETRY.

A DEDICATORY POEM.
C. C. MONROB A. M., KY.

Fathers, who now in Eden dwell, 
Look down with blessings on this scene.

Here, on the spot ye loved so well,
When ye on earth with men wert seen, 

Are come thy children, loving, true, 
To dedicate, to build anew. .
If from thy home in heaven bright, 

Thou canst one moment steal away, 
Come thou, in airy formMand light, 

And by thy presence bless the day ;
Come thou on pinions far outstretched, 

Cleaving the air with rushing wing 
Speed thee, while from our hearts is fetched 

A pajan, which to thee we’ll sing.
To thee we’ft sing in richest strains 

Caught from some wand'ring angel band, 
As fast they winged o’er trackless plains, 

Far from the haunts of mortal man.
Speed thee in haste, for joy o’erfiown 

Wells forth a song of praise to thee—
Speed thee, for that which thou hast sown, 

Has ripened in what’s here we see.
The toils, the cares, the hours spent 

In ceaseless prayer, in supplication, 
Find fruitage in this monument,

Of all thy work, the ripe fruition.
For, *twas thy hand that planted here 

This institution, grand, sublime, 
Manned by hearts that knew not fear, 

As dauntless as the much of time.
’Twas here, in years that now have fled, 

There came a band of heroes brave, 
And sought, by power of heart and head, 

Their country’s hope, their race to save.
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To save from Gorgon's, Hydras, Gnomes, 
That stalked the land with direful face—

To fortify our hearts and homes 
With bulwarks hedged about with grace.

They labored on with patient zeal;
Nor once complaining of their mead. 

Content were they to know and feel 
That in the end would come their need.

They of true hearts, and purpose grand,
Made sacrifices, costly, dear,

That w£ who now in manhood stand,
Might work, and pray, and worship here.

Were I possessed of lyric power,
Such as unto the gods is given,

I'd fill each moment, fill each hour
With praises of these men and women.

I'd sing of them, as ne'er was sung, 
An anthem set to music rare ;

I’d clear a place in yon blue dome
And write their names in glory there.

Ask ye of all these cares the fruit ?
Of all these toils the ripened grain ?

To whom, say yon shall we impute 
This recompense for toil and pain ?

The fruitage ? ah, 'tie here, ’tis there ! 
'Tis in these sons and daughters true,

Who stand like Trojans, as they are, 
With will and power to do and do.

Sing them my muse, strike up your lyre;
Wake thou the echoes with a song ;

Let herald spirits all afire ;
Proclaim their praises loud and long.

And thou, O Fame ! thy scroll unroll,
And on its folds spread to the light, 

Inscribe the names for deeds untold,
Of these who conquered by their might

Por 'twaa their hand, their arm of brawn,
That answered nobly to the call,

’Twas they who in the early morn, 
Dug deep and toiled till even fall.
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O Thou, supreme and holy One !
Thou rock on which we now doth build 

Mess thou this effort with the sun
Of thy rich grace, if 'tis thy will.

Be thou unto this fortress here,
Which unto thee we dedicate.

Its great defer der year by year, 
Till thy great work we comumtnate.

And when at last our time shall come
To lay us down in Thee to die, 

May waiting spirits guard us home
To realms of bliss beyond the sky.

CALLING FOR THE CORN.
BY IDWARD H. LIPSCOMBS, A. M., WASH., D. C.

“ And I will call for the corn, and increase it, and lay no famine upon 
you.” Ezek. xxxvi. 29.

A farmer, on a spring-time day, 
Rose early in the blushing morn, 

And with his helpers hied away 
To labor in his field of corn.

The sunlight lit the tender green,
The song bird spread his joyful wing 

Where late the winter's pall had been, 
And all the world seemed carroling.

The buds of promise everywhere * 
In sweet profusion prophesied

A fruitful summer very near, 
And plenty after sumn ertide.

The farmer pondered, and he heard 
The voice of hope ring out so clear 

It was as if he caught the word
Of some unseen one standing near.

"The Lord is merciful,” he said,
“ He sends the sunshine and the rain, 

For all the living, and the dead 
Who die in Him shall live again.”

” The prophet in the Good Book tells 
Of how God even calle the corn ;

He waters it from unseen wells,
And feeds the millions that are bom.”



. 110

“ He calls it by the sun’s bright rays, 
The misty breath of far off seas, 

And merry summer winds that play 
And chase among the leafy trees.”

“ Man may prepare the soil and sow, 
May kill the weed, may break the clod,

Do all we may do here below, 
The increase still must come from God.

“In spite of scarceness here and there, 
If men will trust and labor on, 

This esrth enough will surely bear
' For all that breathe to live upon.”

A hope on earth, a hope for heaven,
. The seed of the diviner truth,
* Within his heart, like holy leaven, 

Had been deep planted in his youth.
He plowed and planted through the day, 

Humming at times a sacred song,
In answer to the brooklet gay 

That murmured as it sped along.
In bed that drizzling night he lay, 

Visions of plenty’s bursting horn 
Delighting him, and he would say, 
“ The Lord is calling for the corn.”

The summer ended, and he saw 
The full fruition of his toil;

He waited not for better law, 
Nor fed the politician’s broil.

Let ns, with hopeful hearts and true, 
Unto the Lord of lords attorn, 

And doing what is ours to do,
Trust Him who calleth for the corn.

SERM0N1C SECTION.

THE ANCIENT LAND-MARKS.
REV. ROBT. MITCHELL, A. M.,

President of Simmons Memorial College, Ky.
Text :—Remove not the ancient land-marks which thy fathers have 

set.—Prov. xxii a8.

The Israelites had their boundary lines called land-marks. 
They were commanded not to remove them, for it would have 
been theft and therefore punishable by the law. No power this 
side of heaven had the right to make any changes whatever. 
They were servants and an attempt to change what the master 
commanded would have been insubordination. The creature 
has no rights other than those derived from the Creator. God’s 
proprietary in us is absolute and unquestionable. . “ Shall the 
thing formed say to him that formed it, why hast thou made me 
thus ? ” What was true of the church of the Mosaic dispensa
tion is true of the^ Gospel dispensation. Christ placed around 
his church certain restrictions and left it in the hands of his 
servants and says to them remove not the old land-mark.

I. WHAT DOES THE OLD LAND-MARK IMPLY ?

I. Faith in Christ.
Christainity is a derivative name formed from the proper 

name Christ—It is the happy result of faith in the Son of God. 
We enter into the spirit of Peter’s language: Thou art the 
Christ the Son of the living God. When Peter had thus ex
pressed himself, Jesus said “ upon this rock ”—that is upon the 
fact in which you have now declared your belief, namely, that I 
am the Messiah, " I will build my church and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” All this implies that the church is 
to be composed of those and those only who are capable of 
making the profession which Peter made. This was well under
stood in apostolic times. Hence when the Samaritans believed 
Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women. Men and women were capable of believing and baptism^
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was restricted to them. Here the commission of Christ was 
practically expounded. Phillip also said to the Ethiopian 
Eunuch. “ If thou believest with all thy heart thou mayest ” 
more literally, “ it is lawful," implying that according to a funda
mental law of the kingdom of Christ, faith must precede baptism, 
this is the land-mark. This law is violated in the baptism of 
unbelievers and unconscious infants. The Apostle Paul says 
“ Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering.” 
The old land mark—faith in Christ to precede bapitsm, must be 
held inviolate. The Baptist Church which is the church of Jesus 
Christ, must see to it, that these principles are maintained. I 
affirm that the commission of Christ to the apostles in requiring 
them to baptize believer^ forbids the baptism of all others. It 
will %»t do to say that we are not forbidden to baptize infants. 
The same may be said of Unbelievers. This examination of the 
comission fully authorizes me to say that it furnishes no plea for 
infant baptism. But it is said, that if infants are not to be bap
tized, because they cannot believe they cannot for the same 
reason be saved. If the salvation of infants depends on their 
faith they cannot be saved. They are incapable of faith. They 
are doubtless saved through the mediation of Jesus Christ but it 
is not by faith. The opponents of Baptists signally fail to * 
accomplish their purpose in urging this objection to our views. 
They intend to make us concede the propriety of infant baptism 
or force us to a denial of infant salvation. But we make neither 
the concession nor the denial. As soon as we say that infants 
are not saved by faith, but without faith, their objection is met 
and demolished.

2 Death to sin and a resurrection to newnenl of life.
Paul’s indignant negative response to the question “ Shall 

we continue in sin that grace may abound ? ” derives its force 
from the fact that Christians are dead to sin. Baptism is the 
divinely appointed method of making a profession of Christanity 
and in this solemn ordinance there is a recognition of the fact 
that as Christ died for sin so those who believe in him have died 
to sin and as he rose from the grave so they, experiencing the 
power of his resurrection, have risen from their death in trespasses 
and sins to a new life. These facts are emblematicallyiENfarth — 
in baptism. Dying to sin and living righteously are among the 
experimental and practical effects resulting from the atonement 
of Christ. Peter therefore says " Who his own self bore ou/ 
sins in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to sift 
shoul^ live unto righteousness. In making the Christian pro
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fession, we declare our death to sin and in our baptismal burial 
we are symbolically separated from it even as those who are 
physically dead and buried are separated from the world. In dur 
immerson from the baptismal waters we symbolically enter into 
a new sphere of being as those who are physically raised from 
the grave on the last day will do. Let Christians never forget 
that the old land mark baptism implies that they are dead to sin 
and alive unto righteous.

3. A solemn declaration that we are the Lord's.
In defining the provision of the gospel covenant. God says: 

“ I will put my laws into their mind and write them in their 
hearts and I will be to them a God and they shall be to me a 
people.” In making a profession of Christianity there is a public 
declaration of the fact that Jehovah is our God and that we are 
his people. There is a formal recognition of what the new 
covenant does. We are baptized into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. We openly avow our
selves the Lord’s: Like Timothy we make the good profession 
before many witnesses. We consider the amazing truth that we 
are bought with a price and under the practical impression which 
it makes we honestly and cheerfully say “ We are not our own 
but the Lord’s. We feel the constraining love of Christ. We 
declare before angels and men our allegiance to the king in 
Zion. We take the oath of consecration and assume the badge 
of discipleship. Renouncing self, sin and the world we give 
ourselves unreservedly to the Lord, acknowledging his right to 
the adoration of our hearts and the obedience of our lives. The 
question is “Lord what will thou have me to do?" 
And this question implies a willingness to do through life what
ever the Lord requires. The declaration that we are the Lord's 
not only imparts that we are his when the declaration is made 
but that we will be his in time and through eternity. The 
covenant we ratify is an everlasting covenant.

II. HOW ARE WE TO RETAIN THE OLD LAND MARK.

I. By a frequent consideration of what it implies.
While we have proper views of the old land mark we shall 

be likely to retain it. We shall cleave to the Lord with purpose 
of heart But a thoughtlessness in attention to the importance 
of the old land-mark is vastly injurious to the interests connected 
with it. Out of this inattention has sprung the “ isms ” and 
schisms of to-day. Inattention is criminal carelessness. This 
has given rise to open communion which has eaten the vitals out
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2. By a diligent use of the means of grace.

of so many English churches. Where is the Baptist church to 
which Bunyan used to preach ? Where is the great Spurgeon 
Tabernacle ? They are no more the exponents of those grand 
fundamental doctrines which were preached by their immortal 
pastors. Open communion saps the life blood of a church of 
Jesus Christ. It virtually nulifies and sets at naught every 
fundamental law of the kingdom of Christ. It is an aperture in 
the wall which lays the Church of Christ liable to be plundered and 
taken by strangers. The Lord’s Supper is a church ordinance 
and only tlrose who are members of a church have a right to 
partake. The apostolic land mark is first *' repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” then the church and its 
ordinances, the contusion seems to arise from an improper view 
of what the church js. The word translated church in the New 
Testament is in thr<^ places rendered assembly. A church of 
Christ is either a local congregation of saints or it is the aggre
gate of the redeemed ; according to its meaning in the New 
Testament those incorporated are separated from the world and 
sin. Baptism divides the' church from the world. A church 
then is a company of believers baptized, united in the belief to 
do the commandments ot Christ. The reason peado-baptists can 
not be invited to the Lord’s table is clear and conclusive. * If 
converted they have never been baptized and are therefore not 
members of the church. Another most injurious practice is the 
admitting to membership of alien immersionists. They can not be 
admitted to membership nor given the Lord’s Supper, for though 
the act has been performed, it was without authority and there
fore counterfeit. The Church of Jesus is like the government 
which gives the right to issue money as a legal tender. Those 
wjm.dare do that, which the church alone does not authorize are 
counterfeiters and should be punished. The old land mark is 
that baptized believers alone can enjoy the immunities arising 
from church membership. Brethren let us consider frequently 
what the old land-mark implies.

That we may retain the old land mark was certainly one 
object contemplated in the appointment of those means. Among 
these is the perusal of the scriptures, attending public wQtjlupj - 
hearing the gospel preached and fervent prayer. “ If any man 
lacketh wisdom let him ask of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally and upbraideth not,” If we retain the old land-markAve 
must devoutly consult the pages of inspiration and let the /ord 
of Christ dwell in us richly in wisdom and spiritual understand-

ing. The way to find truth is to open the Bible leaving behind the 
dogmas taught by parents or friends, commit yourselves to the 
teachings of the Holy Spirit and “ He will guide you into all 
truth.” All scripture* is given by inspiration of God and is 
profitable for doctrine. It is highly profitable as a means of 

'V enabling us to retain the old land-mark. We can not forget 
what the old land-mark implies if we familiarize ourselves with 
the word of God. There must be a reverent attendance on the 
public services of the Lord’s house. There the saints meet to 
praise God, there his name is invoked in prayer, there the words 
of salvation are spoken. The tendency of all these exercises is 
to excite to love and good works and thus induce the worship
ers to hold fast the old land-mark. Fervent prayer can not be 
dispensed with. It secures that assistance from on high without 
which none will hold fast the profession of Christianity.

3. By cherishing a sense of constant dependence on Christ.
“ Without me," said the Savior “ ye can do nothing. Abide in 

me and I in you." “ As the branch can not bear fruit except it 
abide in the vine no more can ye except ye abide in me.” Paul 
said : “ I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
The life which I live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God. We must hold fast to Christ if we would hold fast to 
our profession, those are most safe who are most sensible of their 
dependence on Christ, His grace is sufficient for them and when 
they are weak, they are sti^ng.

III. Why should we retain the old land-mark ?
1. To show our sincerity in what the master taught.
The rame considerations which prompt us to make a pro

fession of Christianity should prompt us to retain it. If we hold 
loosely the principles of our church we greatly impair our use
fulness and pierce our souls thiough with many sorrows. The 
first thing a man should do is to know why he has become a 
member of the church of Christ and then Christian consistency 
requires him to be loyal to the principles that are taught in God’s
Word.

2. To promote the cause of God.
’ There is nothing more injurious to this cause than for its

professed friends to abandon it. Their adherence to it is one 
important element to its success. Whatever considerations 
endear the cause of God to Christians should prompt them to 
retain the apostolic principles which have been bequeathed to us 
through their blood.



3. To benefit the world.

God’s people are the salt of the earth. If they do not lend 
their influence so as to save others, the salt loses its savor ; they 
lose their ability to benefit the world. The light in them 
becomes darkness. Christ is to save the world through his 
church, and it alone. In order then for the world to be brought 
back to God, the church must observe all things whatsoever is 
command^!. Among these commandments are repentance, 
faith, regeneration and an exhibition of the same, by putting on 
Jesus by baptism, then holiness of life. Baptists are aggressive, 
making inroads off the world by earnestly contending for the 
doctrines once delivered unto the saints. They do not apologize 
for preaching " One Lord, one faith and one baptism.” They do 

* not turn aside to tie right nor the left for the sake of popularity.
The humblest Baptist church would not admit to membership 
the most renowned monarch of earth, without his coming in by 
the door. He would be tacitly turned away and asked to 
‘ bring forth fruits meet for repentance.” Christ our founder 
is not a fickle Christ. He has thrown up the “ new and living 
way ” and speaks to the world saying : I am the way, the 
character of which is truth and the end of which life everlasting. 
The entering into this way is through a door. So he steps out 
upon the platform of his greatness before the world and says, 
“ I am the door by me if any man enter in he shall be saved ” 
and “ he that climbeth up any other way is a thief and a robber. 
These bandits should be captured and punished. The church of 
Jesus Christ should see to it, that these intruders are arrested 
and the booty in the way of precious souls returned to the ban
queting house where they will find that " peace that passeth 
understanding.” O brethren, we must benefit the world by 
holding fast the principles of our blessed old church. The 
Baptist church has come down through the ages with distinctive 
principles, and to-day it is a colossal unity attracting the atten
tion of the world. When Martin Luther sounded the bugle blast, 
the Baptists, lying at the very foundation of the protest, rallied 
their forces and hurled the reformatory news throughout Europe. 
Once it was thought by many to be a disgrace to be called a 
Baptist, but the name has grown steadily in favorwTth'alLclaMes, 
and to-day there is no name to which more importance is 
attached than the name Baptist, which is hoary with heroic deeds 
of the past. It used to be said that the Baptist ministry was 
inferior to that of any other denomination. Not so now? The 
world stands and looks on the progress of the Baptists with
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wonder and amazement. Baptists have given to the world an 
imperishable legacy in the model of this government AU 
denominations are trying to get nearer, the Baptists. Brethren 
LET US ADHERE TO THE OLD LANDMARK.

4. Ta glorify God.
Holding loosely the old landmark dishonors God ; relin

quishing it, insults him. It is virtually saying he is not worthy 
of service, continued till death. But holding fast glorifies him, - 
even if a martyr’s death should be the consequence.

5. To justify the inaulgence of the hope of heaven.
Consistency requires that if we renounce the fundamental 

principles of the kingdom of Christ, we should renounce our 
hope of glory. Those who endure to the end shall be saved. 
The crown of life is promised only to those who are faithful unto 
death. The hope of heaven can jiot be scripturally entertained 
by those who do not adhere to the old landmark. In view of 
all these considerations let Christians live according to the Word 
of God, “ holding fast the beginning of their confidence ” stead
fast unto the end. O brethren when the sun is blown out and 
the moon is waning in blood, let us be able to say Lord those 
whom thou hast given me to lead I have lead aright, and the 
King of glory will say, well done, “ you have been faithful over a 
few things enter into the joys of the Lord and you shall be 
rulers over many.” *
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EDITORIAL SECTION.

r THE CHURCH AND THE AGE.

The Christian Church is the pioneer of civilization, the stead
fast friend iof progress and enlightenment, the truest benefactor 
of the hum^n race.

In evefy age, it has stood as a distinct community, based 
upon truer and nobler principles than are fundamental to human 
governments. Upon men and institutions it has left its hallowed 
impress, moulding sentiment, shaping destiny, and marshalling 
its mighty forces, against all that is vicious and immoral in man 
and society.

Our highest ideals of manhood, our purest standards of 
morality, our assured and settled hopes of a blessed immortality 
have come to us alone, through the doctrines of the Christian 
church. Greece, attempted to codify them in its philosophical 
systems but failed. Rome never knew them. Culture does not 
produce them. Philosophy justifies, but cannot originate them, 
their presence and power is due to the teachings of him who 
conquered both Greece and Rome,and laid their human methods, 
lifeless at his feet.

The enfranchisement of the slave, the curbing of royal 
tyranny, the defense of the poor, the exaltation of woman to her 
God-given sphere, the great moral revolutions that have swept 
away error and corruption, in high places—all that man now or 
ever will call blessed, is embraced in the history of the Christian 
church.

But what of this age in which so much is expected of her ? 
Does she still maintain her cause ? This is an age of civil and 
political liberty—a democratic age—when the sovreignty of the 
people asserts its divine right and inrfepen3e!tt“tJflKe powers 
that be, relegates to oblivion, their empty theories, contending 
that all political institutions come from God, through the people, 
reserving the inalienable right of revolution to thqfoselves.

It is an age of social struggle for the right to live and enjoy 
an equal measure of natural productions; an age of material 

progress, of invention, and scientific research, of the subjugation 
of natures forces, to the service of man, for science has discovered 
nature’s deepest secrets thrust itself, upon the blazing planet’s path 
and wrested' from its stronghold the hidden principles of its 
harmony and order; it has taught the vapor to toil, the winds to 
worship and the lightning to speak.

It is an ages of intellectual force. When master minds are 
solving the intricate problems that have baffled the mental 
acumen of all the illustrious past. It is an age of so called 
liberality, when creeds and dogmas are ignored for principles and 
practices, that gain popular plaudit.

“ An age, on ages telling.” 9ut where does the church stand 
before these universal evidences of progression ? Welcoming all 
this with outstretched arms, she is still beyond the age, still ex
ponential of man’s greatest possibility. In her presence science 
bends the suppliant knee and, acknowledges itself her handmaid; 
art gathers her sacred scenes into its enchanted palaces and 
and poetry invokes the aid of the Muses, that God’s way may be 
justified to man.—

It is no easy task to lead such mighty influences ; to stem, 
unmoved and unmovable, the rushing curreut of atheism and 
materialism ; to drive back into fearful disorder, every sacrilegious 
invader, from its sacred soil and to come forth after eighteen 
centuries, the hero of every battlefield. This is an irrefutable 
testimony to the^divinity of God's church.

This record is the result of unswerving loyalty to the truth, 
—the truth of the Bible, this is the sword she has always un
sheathed in the presence of her enemies and with which every 
victory has been achieved. The church cannot afford to question 
its teachings, it may seek for new light to find a truer path to 
duty, but even then she must pursue her investigations with “ re
verence and godly fear," bearing in mind that, this spot is holy 
ground and every footfall wakes the voice of ages.

The higher criticism, the new theology, and all other 
systems characteristic of this peculiar age, must be regarded only 
as auxiliaries. They are secondary not primary. The church 
should be careful lest it barter away the truth for the pottage of 
popularity among men. The worldling has inverted the order of 
things, when he says the church should be up to the times. It is 
the mission of the church to bring the times up to its standard. 
This is its past record and must be its future glory. Uncom
promisingly, universally, it must “ contend for the faith once de
livered to the saints."

In its treatment of the age, the church must guard against
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worldliness. A disposition to accept part of the world s religion 
and part of Christ’s is a violation of the law announced by 
Christ, “ No man can serve two masters." It is a snare and a 
delusion, to attempt to win the world for Christ by an effort at 
conformity to its ways : Whosoever is a friend of the world is an 
enemy to Christ—Christianity admits of no union with the 
world. It says to the church, “ Render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s aifti unto God, the things that are God’s. —

The church should guard against mere formalety. "A living 
dog is better than a dead lion." One of the most pleasant and 
exhelarating sights for hi^satanic majesty, is a church, chasing 
the butterfly of form and fashion.

♦ QUer on the Eastern hemisphere there is a body of water, 
whose surface the winds and storms of heaven never ruffle. Its 
waters are black and bitter and heavy, no living thing is in them, 
but beneath, are the unsepulchred cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the cities of the plain. They call it the dead sea. It is a 
perfect transcript of a cold and formal church. No genial rays 
of the sun melt its icy soul, its life is black and heavy. Its talent 
is buried and its candle dim and flickering.

Now to hold its own the church must stand and unitedly • 
contend against inward, as well as outward foes. Mere denom
inational uniformity is not Christian unity. As Negro Baptists 
our strength is seen in Christian unity and doctrine, we have not 
learned to give uniform co operation to our missionary and edu
cational enterprises. In some of the states, personal differences 
have been dragged into prominence, and division, and estrange
ment have followed, but be it said to our credit, that unity of 
doctrine and principle, serve to keep us in the denomination, we 
never have a general exodus to other religious bodies.

We have yet to learn that church independence is modified 
by interpendent relations with other churches. This fact does . 
not destroy individual equality. We are links in the great chain 
of denominational existence, weaken one and you affect all in 
proportion, for no man liveth unto himself and no man dieth 
unto himself.

Our independence becomes more potential and far-reaching 
as we recognize how dependent we are on others fcfTnTtnid—— 
counsel and co-operation, and how necessary it is to the protec
tion of all those interests we love so dearly, thus it is made to 
contribute to the idea of church unity. It strengthens because/ 
it unites. So the church must present a solid phalanx against 
every Joe, whether internal or external. Always remembering 
that its mission is the subjugation of a world to Christ.

rti

PLANTATION LIFE OF THE COLORED PEOPLE.

The Home Mission Monthly for March, contains an article 
by Rev. Dr. Morehouse, Field Secretary of the American Bap- 
list Home Mission Society, on the above named subject. It is a 
oark but true portrayal of that class of colored people who live 
in the rural districts of the gulf and south-atlaritic states.

If we did not know the great heart of Dr. Morehouse ; if we 
did not discover from beginning to end, a spirit of fairness in 
dealing with facts, coming under his personal observation and 
attested by competent witnesses of the race who are laboring 
among these people, we should regard the picture as overdrawn, 
or inspired by the meanest prejudice.

But when we remember that the colored people have not a 
truer friend or more eloquent advocate than he ; that the best 
years of his life have been giverrtb the advancement of their 
educational interests and the defense of their cause in pulpit, 
platform and public press, we stand amazed before these deplo
rable facts and confess the work of uplifting the race, has barely 
had a beginning.

We record our gratitude for the “ whole truth.” There is, 
however, much food for thought in his article. We arise to no 
defense, nor attempt any apology. Let us reflect. The moral 
and social status of the whites in these localities is shockingly 
crude ; the elevating and raining influences that make a strong 
people, being painfully absent. Universal lawlessness and injus
tice impregnates the very air, and hangs like stygian darkness 
over their whole lives, withering and blighting their innate hopes 
and leaving them torn and bleeding, utterly helpless, among these 
hardened thieves of their manhood and virtue.

Corrupt associations, blunted and vitiated moral sentiments, 
poverty-stricken, the slaves of ill-requited toil, the prey of politi
cal vultures and the victims of rapine and shame, they are aban
doned to these demoralizing influences. They could not if they 
would be better than they are. Mankind is imitative, the negro 
is pre eminently so. He has been taught to look to the whites 
for all that is excellent in human nature. He reproduces what 
he sees in them. Their barbarism begets its kind in him as 
water seeks its level so he advances, under these circumstances, 
not a step beyond his environments. Change the atmosphere 
and you affect him for good ; evangelize and civilize the whites, 
and you lift him in proportion, where he can work out his salva
tion. Put law and order in place of outlawry and pandemonium ; 
supplant the system of poorly paid labor as his share of the pro-
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duct of his brawny arm, by an equitable distribution of the 
wealth he has produced ; plant schools, whose doors shall be 
open at least six months in the year, for the instruction of his 
children, that they may be brought in touch with conscientious, 
Christian teachers ; throw around him all the helpful influences 
of a true religion, and it will not be long ere he will leave far in 
the distance these base conditions and stand forth as a noble rep
resentative of perfect manhood and womanhood.

Dr. Morehouse has done every true humanitarian, every 
friend of the colored people as well as of every intelligent negro 
himself, a rich service, in giving to the world this picture of 
semi-barbarism in the midst! of a boasted Christian civilization.

cS&tributed articles Rev. R. H. Porter, Mrs. Prof. J. D. 
Coleman, Rev. Drs. Morris, Cook, Perry and Clark, with Poems 
by Capers Rogers, Rev. H. J. Europe, Miss Georgia A. Nance, 
Joseph Cotter, and sermon by Rev. W. G. Parks, and several 

' editorials have been crowded out of this issue. They will 
appear in July.

Brethren who sell copies of the Magazine must remit 
promptly. We need money.

BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION.

REV. MICHAEL VANN, D. D.

President of American National Baptist Convention.

Rev. Michael Vann, was born in Madison County, West 
Tenn., April, 5th., i860. While employed on the farm he 
attended the country schools. At the age of sixteen he began to 
teach school, and at eighteen entered Roger Williams University, 
Nashville, Tenn., where he graduated in 1881. While a student 
in 1879, he was regenerated and united-with the Shady Grove 
Baptist Church, Crockett County. From 1881 to 1884 he was 
principal of the public schools in Dyersburg, after which he 
became principal of the school at Milan. In iSy/hewasap- 
pointed general agent of the Baptist Bible and Normal Institute, 
Memphis, Tenn., and raised $2,000. In 1888 he was appointed 
General Missionary for Tennessee, under the State Convention 
and American Baptist Hom^ Mission Society. He has made a 
splendid record as educator, missionary, and financier. Thousands 
of dollars have been raised by him for the denomination. In 
1892, he was elected president of the National Baptist Conven
tion, and holds that position still. He is an eloquent preacher 
and forcible writer, and an honor to Roger Williams and the 
Baptist denomination.
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REV. D. W. WISHER,

Pastor Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, New York City.

D. W. Wisher was born in Norfolk, Va., March 22, 1853. 
He is the son of Adele and Deacon Thomas Wisher. From 
his father’s side, he is a descendant of the early settlers of Vir
ginia, his uncle having fpught in the Revolutionary war. His 
fath^fought in the civil ^ar, after which he became a licensed 
preacher in the First Baptist Church, Bute Street, Norfolk, 
Va., where he remained until his death at the age of 69 years. 
His mother was a Methodist, and died in that faith. Young 
Wisher was taught to read by his father, after which he secretly 
went to school to his Aunt Lucinda, until after the war, when he 
entered the Public Schools, receiving all they could give him. 
He was a painter by trade, having served under his father. Re
alizing his call to the Christian ministry, soon after his conversion, 
he diligently and prayerfully studied the Bible and other good 
books, and often made addresses at prayer meetings and at the 
poor house, traveling five and ten miles in the country to tell of 
Jesus and his love. He met with great success, and many souls 
were converted. At the age of twenty-two he married Miss R. A. 
McClean. He was licensed to preach and would often officiate at 
churches in the country. Five hundred converts was the result 
of his labors in Virginia. In 1877 he was called to New York 
City, to take charge of the Mount Olivet Baptist Mission. It 
was a great surprise to him, and after making a great financial 
sacrifice, he accepted. He was receiving at his trade $3.00 per 
day, but took the mission at M5.00 per week. He had ^w^and 
child and his aged parents to care for, but trusted God, and com
menced the work. He preached his first sermon in New York 
City, the fourth Sunday in October, 1877. He met with greatf 
opposition- from the ministry in Virginia, and could not be 
ordained at his own home, hence he was ordained in New York

REV. D. W. WISHER.



City, by a council composed of churches from New York City, 
Brooklyn and New Jersey. Rev. J. D. Herr, D. D., was Moder
ator, Rev. Dr. Armitage Catechiser, and Bro. C. T. Evans, Clerk. 
This was 16 years ago. Since that time, he*has been wonder
fully blessed with success. His church property is valued at 

100,000, and his congregations are large and intelligent. He 
has the largest membership in New York State, and is in every 
way a model pastor. He has seven children living and three 
dead, having baptized his oldest boy of 17, and his girl at 12 
years old. Rev. Wisher is affable and courteous, a strong 
preacher and energetic pastor. He is a staunch Baptist and 
wheels his people in line with all our denominational enterprises. 
He is especially beloved by white Baptists for his work and 
worth sake. His church loves him and recognizes him as a true 
shepherd of the Lord’s flock. The Baptist Magazine numbers 
him among its warmest friends and prays for his continued sue-
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rtOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH, NEW YORK CITY.

Mount Olivet Baptist Church, 161 West 53rd Street, New 
York City, Rev. D. W. Wisher, Pastor, was organized March 10th, 
1878, witfi twenty-one members and $5.00 in the treasury. It 
was under the care of the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church when a 
mission. Since its organization nearly 2000 have deen baptized, 
800 received by ‘letter, and 700 by Christian experience ; and 
about 300 have been under its watch care. It has a congre
gation of 2000. * Over £500,000 has been raised for current 
Church Expenses and Building, Home and Foreign Mission 
Work, and the poor.

The New York Southern Baptist Association and Baptist 
City Mission are friends, and help in this great work.

The late Nathan Bishop, S. S. Constant, W. A. Cauld- 
well, Esqs., Deacon B. F. Judson, and last, but not the least, 
our most esteemed friend J. D. Rockefeller, Esq., who gave 
one-fourth on the entire cost of the property, which was $54,- 
000. The value of the property to-day is £100,000. The house 
seats 2200 persons and yet there is not near enough room ; 
people are turned away by the hundreds.

' The Church, with all its different departments, is flourishing 
spiritually, and all needed is financial aid at present.

The B. B. B., Co. E, has 100 boys, and is doing well under 
the commander, Capt. James E. Wisher and Bro. H. L. Jones, 
drill-master.

Rev. M. R. Deming, Sr., of the Baptist City Mission, is the 
founder of this great organization. God bless him. Let every 
Baptist Church in the United States form a company of the 
B. B. B.
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O. W. HAYES, A. M.

President of Virginia Seminary.

-Prof. Gregory W. Hayes, A. M., was born in Amelia County, 
Va., September 8th., 1862, of slave parents. At an early age his 
parents moved to Richmond, and he attended the Navy Hill 
School. Leaving this city when about eleven or twelve years of 
age, he went to New Jersey where he attended school at School
ey’s Mts. Seminary, remaining there two years. He lived with 
his aunt in New York, and while there entered the United States 
Navy where he remained eight months. After working on a 
steamboat between New York and Boston, he left and attended 
Oberlin College, where he remained seven years, taking the three 
years preparatory course and the four years college course. His 
record here ranked among the best. Diligent, earnest, brilliant 
he won the respect of the faculty, and the esteem of his class
mates.

Soon after his graduation from Oberlin he was called to the 
chair of pure Mathematics of the Virginia Normal and Collegiate 
Institute.

His effort in Virginia, which particularly attracted attention, 
was the delivery of an address before the graduating class of the 
Normal School, Friday, June 15th., 1889. Speaking of it the 
Richmond Daily Times said: “ He has evidently been a close 
student of history, but he was bitter and very severe in some of 
his applications, but at the close of his speech his eloquence 
brought down the house as he depicted our sweet land of 
liberty.”

Prof. Hayes was elected secretary of the Teachers’ Associa
tion of Virginia, and was one of the prime movers in the Eman
cipation Celebration held last year and did much to bring 
about its success.

June 10th, 1891, at a public meeting held at the new True
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Reformers’ Hall, on Second street, Rev. J. C. Price, D. D., Com
missioner, and J. E. Hamlin, Supervisor Southern Inter-State 
Exposition (Colored Department), being present, Prof. Gregory 
W. Hayes, was elected Commissioner for the State of Virginia. 
Prof. Hayes, was elected the first president of the National 
Baptist Educational Convention at Washington, D. C., 1892. He 
is at present, President of the Virginia Seminary, Lynchburg, 
Va., the institution, ownAl and supported by Colored Baptists of 
that state. He has a large and flourishing school, with valuable 
buildings and grounds and an oxcellent Faculty. As a teacher 
he seems born for the work and is greatly beloved by his 
students. work at Lynchtuirg is a splendid success and 
ranks him as one of the most successful college presidents in the 
United States.

G. W. HAYES, A. M.
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RACE DOINGS.

—Rev. J. F. Thomas, pastor of Olivet Baptist Church, 
Chicago, Ill., was the first Baptist in the United States, to sub
scribe to the Baptist Magazine. A grand record.

—Rev. L. G. Jordan, Pastor of Union Baptist Church, Phila
delphia, has completed his new edifice, at a cost of £50,000. He 
is a great blessing to the city of Brotherly Love.

—Rev. C. H. Lyons, D. D., has resigned the Corresponding 
Secretaryship of the New Baptist State Convention of Georgia.

—The different Baptist Churches of Washington, D. C., 
have received by Baptism, since January over 2,500 souls.

—The Third Annual Tuskegee, Conference, was attended 
by one thousand persons, eighteen counties participated, the 
church, school, farm and industries, were represented. Prof. B. T. 
Washington, presided.

—Q. B. Jones, Esq., a very prominent Baptist of Kentucky, 
for many years corresponding secretary of the General Associa
tion and a “Tower of Strength/’in denominational work, died 
February 15th. His funeral was largely attended by ministers 
from every part of the state.

—Rev. H. N. Jeter, of Newport, R. I., has been preaching a 
series of able sermons, tfuring special meetings at Shiloh Baptist 
Church. The Newport Observer, publishsd them in full.

—Rev. C. L. Puree, D. D., Ex-President of Selma University, 
is preparing a book on Homiletics. It will contain outlines of 
sermons by prominent ministers of the denomination. We hail 
it with joy.

’ —The Monumental Baptist Church worships in one of the 
most beautiful edifices in the state of Pennsylvania. It cost 
£25,000, and has for its pastor one of Kentucky's favorite sons, 
the able Rev. Eugene Evans. The Sunday-School of this church 
was the first in the Uunited States to put a Baptist Magazine in 
its library and to make its pastor an annual subscriber.
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_ Rev. T. D. Miller, D. D., is the oldest Baptist pastor in 
Philadelphia, having served the Cherry Street Church, for thirty 
years. He is not an old man yet. As a pulpit orator he has 
few equals. May he live many years longer.

—Rev. D. W. Wisher of New York, has been pastor of Mt. 
Olivet Baptist Church, New York City, for sixteen years. He 
has increased the membership from less than one hundred to 
over 1,500 and has ^he largest congregation in the city. He 
celebrated his fortyfirst birthday, March 22nd.

—The Baptist Boys Brigade, is a rich blessing to the deno
mination. It is doing a wofk among the boys no other organ
ization V>es It brings thmi into the church and developes 
them into strong and useful mimbers.

—Editor Fortune, of the N. Y. Age, has had damages 
awarded him $1,016.23 cents, in the New York Courts, for 
abridgement of his civil rights. His fight was long and bitter 
but he won at last. We congratulate him, most heartily.

—The British Lion, a monthly newspaper published at 
Hamilton, Ont., is the only colored journal published in the 
provinces. It is thirteen years old, the editor and propietor is a 
brother of the Managing Editor of the Baptist Magazine.

—Hon. C. H.J. Taylor, of Kentucky, is appointed Recorder 
of Deeds for D. C. Fie richly deserved this recognition at the 
hands of the administration.

—Pastor Dixon of Brooklyn, Concord Baptist Church, has 
served as pastor thirty years. The church property is valued at 
$40,000. He is one of the grandest men in the denomination. 
An able preacher, model pastor and Christian gentleman.

OUR RECEPTION.

Rey. W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., has begun a work that 
"will be the means of doing incalculable good to the Baptist 
denomination if it is properly supported.

We have received a copy of National Baptist (quarterly) 
Magazine, which is highly creditable and demonstrates conclu
sively that he realizes the scope of the work and understands 
what to do to make it a literary success.

We publish in another column his plea for financial aid. It 
should be forthcoming and every pulpit should be utilized in the 
securing of subscribers to this excellent publication.

We know of the difficulties which beset the enterprising 
publisher. We know of the unfulfilled promises that are ever 
the object of his solicitous care.

We wish this venture to be a success and earnestly urge 
every Baptist, interested in the success of so worthy a denomi
national enterprise, to send in his subscription to aid in the prop
agation of tenets of the faith.—Richmond (Yd.,) Planet.

... . .......
We have on our table this week, the initial number of the 

Baptist Magazine, and it redeems fully the promises of its pro
jectors, and fills a long felt need in our denomination. No argu
ment should be necessary to induce our representative men and 
women to give it a generous support, for its merits will commend 
it to their uvor. Among the contributors to this issue we note 
Rev. J H. Garnett, D. D., J. T. Brown, A. M., Rev. W. F. Gra
ham, Rev. W. M. Alexander, Rev. E. C. Morris, D. D., Jesse 
Lawson, A. M., Rev. G. B. Howard, B. D., Rev. Wm. Waring, 
Rev. D W. Wisher, Mrs. Virginia W. Broughton, Wm. H. Stew
ard, A. M., Rev. G. W. Lee, D. D., Rev. W. H. Brooks, D. D., 
Prof. J. R. L Diggs, Rev. I. V. Bryant, Rev. W. A.. Creditt, A. 
M., the articles possess literary merit and will prove pleasant and 
profitable reading. The denomination owes the enterprise a warm 
and ample support, and Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D., the editor, 
No. 445 Fourth Street, N. E. Washington, D. C., will be glad to 
receive this in a substantial way. Subscription $1.25 per annum 
—American Baptist.
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Baptist Magazine.—This organ of the great body of col

ored Baptists, reached our office last week. It is the first num
ber and is all that could be expected. Dr. Johnson, the editor, 
deserves the thanks of the entire denomination. Indeed he 
deserves more than thanks. What he needs is money to pay off 
present indebtedness and to bring out the next issue free of debt. 
The office is 445 E. 4th St., Washington, D. C. Send Postal 
Order and get a copy, yily 35 cents. Send Sl.25 and receive 
the book for one year —.-llro-Ameriean.

We are in receipt of the introductory number of the “ Na
tional Magazine," edited by W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., 
pastor of the Second Baptist Cmirch, Washington, D. C. The 
most casual observer must concede the fact that within the past 
twenty-five years, the Bapti-t pulpit has been enriched by men of 
intellect and scholarly attainments ; and in their wake has grown 
up a corresponding growth of intelligence among the people of 
the Baptist faith. When one remembers these things, while per
using the first number of this Magazine, they will not harbor the 
thought that the book “ has been born out of due time." In 
short the class of literature, the publishers of the Baptist Maga
zine are anxious to scatter into Baptist homes, in particular, is 
helpful to the soul and beneficial to the mind. Such books 
should receive a generous welcome everywhere. The Tribune 
extends its hearty congratulations to the Rev. Mr. Johnson, and 
his associates, for their praiseworthy effort.— Weekly Tribune 
Philadelphia pg. ’

demands require, and circumstances would lead to expect. The 
Georgia Baptist takes pleasure in commending the Baptist 
Magazine to the public at large, and especially to those of the 
household of faith, as a publication well worthy of their support. 
The subscription price is $1.25 per year. Send money to W. B. 
John^fcn, D. D., Editor, 445 Fourth St., N. E., Washington.— 
Georgia Baptist.

A Colored Baptist Quarterly.—The National Baptist 
Magazine, is the name of a new quarterly just issued in this city, 
and published under the auspices of the American National Bap
tist convention. Rev. Dr. W. Bishop Johnson of this city is the 
editor. According to the announcement made by the pub
lishers, the magazine is “ the organ of the Negro Baptists in the 
United States in particular, and devoted to the interests of the 
Negro race in general." The first number contains sixty-four 
neatly printed pages, comprising contributions from many leading 
men in the church, and gives promise of a useful future for the 
publication.—Evening Star, D. C.

The place of our Baptist Magazine cannot be filled by any 
other publication. It should be in the home of every Baptist.— 
Christian Banner, Philadelphia, Pa.

---------------..^.A-------------

The National Baptist Magazine made its appearance Sat
urday. Dr. Johnson will make it a great journal.—Bee, Feb. 2.

Our Magazine.—The Baptist Magazine, which is to come 
out quarterly, is upon our table. It is a neatly bound, well 
printed pamphlet of about sixty pages. The leading article by 
Dr. J. H. Garnett, President of the State University, at Louisville, 
Ky., is very fine. Dr. W. H Brooks, of Washington, D. C.,con
tributes a very fine poem, and Editor W. H. Steward, of the 
American Baptist, writes fluently upon denominational journal
ism. The editorial remarks by Dr. W. B. Johnson, are pointed 
and interesting. Other contributors help to make the first num
ber of our Magazine Interesting and instructive. The Georgia 
Baptist extends to the Magazine a cordial and hearty welcome, 
and enters it promptly upon its exchange list. We note from 
the remarks of the managing editor, that subscriptions to the 
Magazine Ijave not been received in such a number as the

We note with pride the appearance of the initial number of 
the Baptist Magazine, the official organ of the American Na
tional Baptist Convention, edited by W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., 
Washington, D. C.

Its list of contributors carries the names of writers of our 
race whose literary scope covers no small era, and its neatness 
in mechanical get-up and arrangement, place it at the head of 
all journalistic efforts within our ranks. We shall not be content 
with the simple statement that “every Baptist sAw/AZBave a copy 
in his home,” but desire to call the attention of every member 
of the Baptist family to the fact that it is his duty to take and 
pay for this Magazine. It will be sent post paid to your address 
for one year at the small subscription rate of J 1.25 ; single copy 
mailed to any address, 35 cents.—Baptist Banner, Ga.
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The National Baptist Magazine has reached our sanctum 
from Washington. It commends itself in matter, manner, and 
mechanical workmanship as a good beginning. It makes an 
eloquent appeal to the denomination for its support. It ought 
to have it.

Its frontispiece is an excellent cut of the late Dr. William J. 
Simmons, and then the Magazine opens with “ Insoluble Prob
lems,” by President Garnett of the State University, Louisville. 
Here Dr. Garnett grappfts with the possibilities and the impos
sibilities of human reason as shown by the results of science and 
the history of thought ; and htycomes out on top because he 
sticks to God and revelation. ‘4The Bible’s attitude towards 
lynching," is ably discussed by Prof. J. T. Brown of Jacksonville , 
Acadeffly.^tndeed, all the writef seem to have had an eye to 
the fact that they were writing for a magazine.

The other writers are Rev. W. F. Graham, Rev. W. M. Al
exander, Rev. Dr. E. C. Morris, Jesse Lawson, A. M., Rev. G. B. 
Howard, B. D, Rev. Wm. Waring, Rev. D. W. Wisher, Mrs. V. 
W. Broughton, Wm. H. Steward, A. M., Rev. Dr. Walter H. 
Brooks, and Prof. J. R. L. Diggs, the last two contributing poetry.

Then follows a “ Sermonic Section,” occupied by Rev. I. V. 
Bryant and Rev. W. A. Creditt, A. M. The editorial section, 
after the editor s “ bow, is in advocacy of the enterprise. Again 
we say it is a promising beginning and ought to be supported. 
The magazine is of 64 pp. Price, $ 1.25 a year.—National Moni
tor, N. Y.

The claims of The Baptist Magazine were presented by 
Revs. D. A. Gaddie, D. D., and others, and the following resolu
tion introduced by Rev. C. H. Parrish, was adopted :

Resolved, That we most cheerfully pledge our hearty sup
port to The Baptist Magazine, and that we will not only sub
scribe and pay for it ourselves, but will present its claims to our 
churches and urge our members to subscribe. We also heartily 
endorse and commend Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D., its editor and 
bid him God speed.—Ministers' Conference, Louisville, Ky.

We are in receipt of the initial number of The National 
Baptist Magazine, (quarterly) of which the Rev. W. Bishop 
Johnson, D. D., is the managing editor. The contents of this 
number are from the pens of some of our ablest divines, and 
should be read by every thinking Baptist of the State. The sub

scription price of the Magazine is only $1.25 per annum if paid 
in advance, and $ 1.60 if pa d at the end of the year.

To satisfy yourself of the Magazine’s real value to the Bap
tists of the State send 35 cents and get a copy of this initial 
number. Send all money by registered letter, postal note, or 
money order to Rev. W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., Washington, 
D. C.—Baptist Herald, S. C.

The first of all let us acknowledge receipt of a copy of the 
National Baptist Magazine, Rev. W. B. Johnson, Managing 
Editor. I have examined it most carefully and am pleased to say 
it is a grand edition indeed. Regret space will not allow us to 
comment upon each individual article. If you want to see this 
“ daisy ” edition, send 35 cents to Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D., 
managing editor Baptist Magazine, Washington, D. C.—^Lcb- 
anon, Kansas City.

We have received the first number of National Baptist 
Magazine, a quarterly of sixty-three pages, neatly printed on 
clean white paper, containing matter of interest to our people 
both in church and State. The Magazine is issued from this 
city under the editorial management of Rev. W. Bishop Johnson 
D. D., the able and popular pastor of t^ie Second Baptist Church. 
It gives evidence of high intellectual attainment, and promise of 
future usefulness. We bid it God-speed. Some of the articles 
will be reviewed in our next issue.—Colored American, D.C.

Whereas, The National Baptist Convention has established 
a Quarterly Magazine as the organ of the Baptist denomination,

And Whereas, Rev. W. Bishop Johnson, the able pastor of 
this church and forcible writer on all subjects, is managing 
editor :—Resolved, That we hail the periodical with delight and give 
it our best support.—S. S. Lyceum, Sec. Baptist Church, Washing
ton, D. C.

We have received the first number of the National Baptist 
Magazine (Quarterly), edited by W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., and 
printed in Washington. The Magazine is designed to be the 
organ of the Negro Baptists in this country, in particular, and 
devoted to the interest of the Negro race in general. It is pub
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lished under the auspices of the American National Baptist Con
vention. Its list of special contributors embraces many of the 
most brainy Negroes in the country. There is a wide field for 
usefulness for it, and we wish it abundant success. Subscription 
price, £1.25 per year.—Home Mission Monthly, N. Y.

—The initial number is exquisite and will easily take a place 
along side of other liteftry works of a high order.

E. C. Morris, Ark., Chairman Publishing Committee.
—The Magazine is a beauty and must be supported. Fnd 

enclosed S343. , w. F. Graham, Va.
—pf^ke find S1.25 for Magazine, I feel that I am paid if I 

do not get another number. This adds another gem to your 
already richly bedecked crown. A. Binga, Va.
. —I thank God you have been able to make such a grand 
Showing. Will do all I can to push it in Texas.

H. Watts, Texas.
MArlZL^W  ̂y°U > °n the excellence of the Baptist 
Magazine. Will push its claims wherever I go.

L. M. Luke, Tenn., Financial Secretary Foreign Miss. Con.
—With pleasure I greet the National Baptist Magazine 

kticC manhh ' b°Und has leaped into ful1 fltdged journal- 
SldeTgtai Havereadi'fr«">' ^« to Revelation." I 

b W. H. Phillips, Pa.
^niIT^hiTWA?AZH E is a sPlendid monument to your editorial 
Z’neeJr " W'" L„d“

Robt. MfrcHELL, Ky.

,fyou

H. H. Mitchell, Va.
for without we^are Mran^S o‘« “1“ mu8t 

are strangers to ourselves. Please find J r
W. M. Moss, Va.

colored Baptists1 of thV unit^d Vt* 5’sing Su” ” °f the 
should have it. Enclosed find S1.25 EvCry Baptist familP

s D. W. Wisher, New York City.

$

—The Magazine is a grand enterprise and must succeed. 
Please find money for four new subscribers.

G. B. Howard, West Virginia, 
w' ' ------ f—“  

—I think the Magazine excellent
W. H. Anderson, Ind.

—All hail the Baptist Magazine! Hurrah for Dr. Bishop 
Jolyison ! Huzza 1 Huzza I Ye colored Baptists of America 1 
Our ideal has been realized, and you are to be congratulated. 
Out of chaos you have brought beautiful order. I would to God 
that the brethren would rise to the importance of the occasion, 
and give it their best support. I have an abiding faith in the 
thousands of Baptists in this land. I look therefore for substan- 
tia.1 responses from the denomination. Command me and I will 
serve. I send money for subscribers. Will send more soon.

T T_I UniMiz Vv.
Will send more soon.

J. H. Frank, Ky.<

—The Magazine is far beyond what could have been ex
pected under the circumstances. I believe if you had been 
selected editor years ago, we would Wave had it long ago. « ,s 
grand, neatly arranged, clear typed and ably editored. Please 
find $1.25. C. H. Clark, Tenn.

—The Magazine is indeed worthy of support and you de
serve great credit for pushing it through. Find enclosed $1.25.

Miss M. V. Cook, Ky., (Rec. SecyNat. Bapt. Ed. Conv.)
—The Magazine is a gem. Find money for seven new 

subscribers. Will send more next week.
J. F. Thomas, Chicago, Ill.

—I send you J5.00 for the Magazine. You have my best 
wishes for success. .

G. W. Haves, (Pres. Virginia Seminary, Lynchburg.)
__I hail with joy the Magazine. Great credit is due you in 

giving it birth. May it live long and prosper.
C. H. Parrish, Ky., (Treas. Publishing Com.)

—You have performed a herculean task, in giving us the 
first issue of the Magazine. Am with you fully.

M. Vann, Tenn., (Pres. Am. Nat. Bapt. Conv.)

—I rejoice over your success in bringing the Magazine to 
the front. Am with you heart and soul. Send me ten copies to 

W. H. C. Stokes, Tenn.
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—I congratulate you on your success. Find $1.30 for 
“ Reading Room, Lincoln University."

J. T. Brown, Fla.

—Please find money for four new subscribers. Send twelve 
copies of April number. J. C. Lewis, Md.

—I congratulate you on the Baptist Magazine. It makes 
me feel proud. * W. W. Gaines, Va.

—It is just the thing. Will sell in my congregation each 
issue twenty-five copies. L^G. Jordan, Phila., Pa.

—I hail it with delight, and will help all I can. Thank 
God for it. ♦ T^D. Miller, Phila., Pa.

—It is just what we need. Gen. Morgan,
(Cor. Secy. A. B. H. M. Socy.)

T-Have read every article. Will give you our adv. and 
Pay for it- Dr. Spratt, (A. B. P. Socy.)

—I am much pleased with the Magazine. It is excellent 
in composition and style and speaks great things for Negro Bap
tists. ■ We are proud of your editorial ability. Every Baptist 
should support it. We have been talking heretofor, now we 
mean to do, we have been resolving, now we shall act. Enclosed 
please find my subscriptiQn. C. B. Gordon, Va.

—The Magazine is grand. It shall have my best support. 
Z. D. Lewis, Va.

—The Magazine reflects credit on the denomination, and 
shows you to be a journalist of the first order.

A. S. Thomas, Va.
520 St. James Street., Richmond, Va., March, '94. 

Rev. W. Bishop Johnson, D. D.
Dear Sir;—1 received, recently, a copy of the National 

Baptist Magazine, which was sent to my address. I have read 
this copy very carefully with a view of giving you my opinion 
as to its general make up. Before tellirtg you what I think of 
the Magazine as such, let me express to you my profound satis
faction at being able to say that it is a reality. This quarterly 
will, of necessity, fill one condition in the development of the 
race. I am glad to state that I am agreeably surprised at the 
make up of this first number of the Magazine. In reading the 
quarterly I wa$ particularly impressed with the neatness with which

the mechanical part of the work was done. I was gratified, too, 
to know that no mistake had been made in selecting a man for 
the “ Managing Editor.” Let me assure you that the Conven
tion, in my judgment, put forward one of its very best men (in‘ 
the person of W. B. Johnson) to edit this Magazine. Another 
fact is noticeabhkto the careful reader and that is this: if this 
issue is a specimen of what we are to have in the future and an 
earnest of the ability to be found among our men* we need not 
have any apprehensions as to the place we occupy among the 
denominations of the country. Press forward. The field is be
fore us. Day light has come. Give marching orders and let 
this be the rallying ground. Count on me in the great battles 
to be fought I trust that the brethren will stand by the enter
prise. Yours very truly,

Jos. E. Jones.


