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A PLEA FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

W, 1) ANDERSON. D. D.

DELIVERED BY J. J. DURHAM, A. M., M. D., D. D.,
'• ’ ■ ■ ' ------------

Pastor of Second Baptist Church, Savannah, Ga., Before the 
National Baptist Educational Convention, In the Ver

mont Avenue Baptist Church, Washington,
D. C., September 20th, 1893.

Win/ is the Spirit, Character- and Tendency of the Age in which
WeLwfT •
It is pre-eminently an age of great intellectual activity, 

charged with great moral, social and political problems.
As a great rivef^stretching itself down from the mountain 

side, through the valley, across the plain, and onward to the 
great world of waters, gathers force and volume from a thousand 
tributaries along its course, so the nineteenth century, completing 
its last decade, seems to have gathered and concentrated in itself 
all the moral and intellectual forces of all the ages.

This is an age crowded beyond all the ages of history with 
great events and intellectual achievements.

During the nineteenth century human progress has been 
lifted from the old stage-cpach going at the rate of three miles 
and hour, and seated upon the back of. electricity going at the 
rate of a thousand miles a minute.

Dr. Strang says: “ Any one as old as the nineteenth century . 
has seen a large proportion of all the progress in civilization 
made by the race.”

The great inventions and . discoveries that have opened up
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new avenues of tfioughTand enterprise "brought .Into view new 
fields ob human industry extending the. boundaries of those 
hitherto occupied; annihilated distance on land and sea, and 
brought the remotest parts of the earth into easy and quick- 
communication with each other by the application of steam and 
electricity. The arts and sciences as we now have them are all 
frdfts pf the nineteenth century. . (

These are but a few of the symptoms that indicate the pro
gressive, aggressive and intellectual spirit of the age.

The mind is busy, active,, restless, daring, passing beyond 
ancient landmarks, calling in question old. and long accepted 
creeds amfdoctrines, putting its foot, upon dogmas, interrogating 
all religious faiths and beliefs, making no difference between 
things sacred aiuhthings secular, taking.nothing for granted, but 
demanding proof lor everything. And what is this but ra
tionalism >. And herein the danger lies. Many of the great 
truths of Christianity are not susceptible of proof,..they must be 
accepted by faith. Human reason cannot comprehend them.

The wprld by wisdom knew’ him not.” . ■
But this the rationalistic spirit of the age will not accept. 

With it everything must be subjected to reason. According to it 
all that is. is comprehensible by human reason. Beyond that all 
is " void and without form.”

As the mind, tn the progress of development, approaches 
and takes hold of thevreat subjects of philosophy and metaphy
sics. more and moje it seeks to comprehend everything, and to 
find a reason tor everything in all the realms of mind and matter, 
soul and spirit. But in the spiritual realm there are heights and 
depths, vast plains, mountains and valleys, great mines of truth 
and knowledge, into which the human reason unaided and un
guided by divine revelation can never enter. They lie beyond 
the most distant range of nlere humap4gason, beneath its pro- 

1 !oande>t investigations. They are ”^iritua!ly' discerned,” but 
thij. the rationalistic spirit of the age will not accept And be
cause rationalism cannot comprehend these Dualities, it denies 
- 5x‘5“tcnc c’ anJ ,n lhe person of great ^Caesar cries out.

a puts an end to all the ills of humanity, and beyond

- death, there js nq place left for anguish or joy.” Beyond, the 
horizon of time all is “ void and without. form”—nonentity 1 
The ideas of anguish of joy, heaven and hell, are but phan
toms to haunt and frighten men.

The higher the development of mind uninfluenced by Chris
tian education, the greater the tendency to rationalism, scepti
cism and infidelity.

That scepticism and infidelity constitute' one of the great 
characteristics of the age, no intelligent observer will deny. 
They manifest themselves in many forms and under various 
phases.

The abundance of impure, obscene, materialistic and infi- 
delic literature floating and falling like autumn leaves over all 
the land, the greed and readiness with which it is seized upon, 
and the wide-spread disregard <md desecration of the Sabbath 
are some of the manifestations.

But a small percentage of the entire population, especially 
in cities, attend church services on the Sabbath. The great ma- 
jority either remain at home or prefePthe social visit, the 
pleasure stroll, the buggy drive, the Siinday excursion, the rum 
shop or the gambling hell.

They prefer the secular newspaper to the sermon, the dime 
novel to the Bible, sensational and pernicious literature to the 
writer on morals. This state of things constitutes a demand for 

’ Christian education.
That kind of education that refuses to read impure literature, 

' regards the Sabbath, reads the Bible, opposes the saloon, attends 
church and goes down upon its knees in reverence before God.

Christian education is the only remedy to stay the dark tide 
of irreligion and scepticism. It is the only fort from which the 
Sabbath, with all its holy rites and sacred institutions, may be 
successfully defended and maintained a

Enact all the laws you please against Sabbath desecration 
and the Open saloon, but unless there be Christian sentiment and 

. conscience to enfprcd those laws, they wUl be of no effect; 
and'is it not the province of Christian education to create and 
mould Christian conscience and sentiment ?



Another characteristic of the age is great intellectual activity. 
It i? one of the most active and progressive periods in the intel
lectual history of man. Every state has its college and univer
sity, every town its academy and every rural district its com
mon school, and so the great process of educating goes grandly 
on. But let us pause a moment and ask what is the character of 
this process and what manner of education is this we are 
receiving ?

Education is development—not simple instruction, facts and 
rules communicated by the teacher—it is discipline, a leading 
out, a waking up of latent powers, a development of heart and 
mind?

True education aims at the harmoniou s development of all 
the faculties of man, and not merely a cultivation of the intellect 
to the neglect of the others.

Man is something more than a mere body and intellect; he 
is a moral being with a moral nature and moral faculties and 
possibilities.

Education should have reference to the whole man—body, 
mind and heart. To his body it would give vigor, strength and 
beauty; to his heart, virtue; to his mind, correctness and 
acuteness.

Is the head of more importance than the heart? The heart 
is the seat of vitality in the physical man, and it is no less the 
seat of vitality, strength and beauty in the moral man.

With disordered moral faculties, man is as a ship without a 
helm, a boat without a rudder, driven by wind and wave, dashed 
and wrecked upon, the rocks. “ Keep thine heart with all dili
gence, for out of it are the issues of life,” saith the great Teacher 
from heaven.

Again we put the question, what manner of education is this 
we are receiving ?

Does it develop the whole man, or does it simply compre- 
end the intellect and leave the great moral nature of the man 

untouched ?
oo Hkfe 'S the pr°°f: According to statistics from 1870 to 

1880, there was a large decrease of illiteracy in the United States, 
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but during the same period the number of criminals increased — 
82.33 per cent.

In the. Princeton Review of March 1884, (page 170) the 
Rev. Mr. Dike says: “ Divorce has been doubled in proportion to 
marriages, or population in most of the northern states within 
thirty years and present figures indicate still greater increase.”

These figures show that our moral progress does not keep 
pace with our intellectual progress ; they show that under our 
manner of education, illiteracy decreases, but crime and immora
lity increase.

This is no propitious omen, it portends evil, it is an evil pro
phet, prophesying evil—evil for the individual, the home, the 
state and the nation.

Our moral progress should keep pace with our intellectual 
progress. This moral degeneracy is not confined to the lower 
classes; it extends to those in high places of honor, trust and 
authority.

It is no news now to hear that a corporation book-keeper, a 
bank cashier, or a state treasurer has suddenly disappeared from 
his post of duty and set up business in Canada for himself.

Deeds of violence, bloodshed, acts of vice and immorality 
constitute the principal stock for the daily newspaper.

The strength and stability of republican institutions depend 
as much upon the moral as the intellectual status of the people.

Mere intellectual development, however great, can never 
compensate for the weakness of moral stagnation and decay. 
This is illustated by the history of Greece and Rome. And per
haps ’tis true of’all the nations that ever rose and fell.

Civilization is dependent for its permanence and best results 
upon Christian education More than eighteen hundred years 
ago in the darkness and stillness of the night, from the shores of f 
Macedonia, struggling civilization cried out to Christianity in the- 
person of the Apostle Paul, “ Come over and help us."

Civilization is still calling to Christianity for help. It has 
made its greatest strides, reached its highest development and 
attained its grandest achievements when accompanied by Chris
tianity. Why has North America so far outstripped South Amer-
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ica in the progress of civilization ? They both started about the 
same time. The answer is easy. North America has had more 
Bibles, more Christian schools, more Christian education.

So while South America has been halting and groaning be
neath the yoke of priest-craft, Catholicism, and ignorance of the 
Bible, North America, stimulated, vitalized and energized by - 
Christian education, has gone forward in the great mar-h of civi
lization.

Even in North America there are two distinct types of 
civilization. The one was founded at Jamestown upon human 
slavery, oppression and injustice, .without the Bible, and spread 
itself westward and southward ; the other founded at Plymouth 
Rock upon liberty, the Bible and the Christian education and 
spread itself southward, westward and northward.

So it comes to pass that we have to-day two distinct types 
of civilization in this country, and here is the true cause of con
tention between the north and south—the two civilizations an
tagonize each other.

There is liberty loving New England with its great Christian 
institutions, the great north with its high grade of civilization, 
standing like a stone wall for human liberty, equal political 
rights and justice for all who dwell beneath the American flag; 
and over against it stands the “ Solid South,” opposed to fiberty, 
opposed to human rights, opposed to equal political justice to a 
majority of its citizens, and halting and lagging far behind in the 
great march of civilization.

The closing years of th% nineteenth century seem to be car
rying us down into the “ valley of decision,” and according to 
the prophet Joel (iii. 14) “ Multitudes, multitudes/’ from every 
nationality under heaven are gathering upon American soil, 
where it seems the greatest social and political questions of all 
the ages must be settled.

It is estimated that since 1847,9,639,685 immigrants have 
an ed at Castle Garden, and that by the close of the century, the 
ereign population of this country will be not less than 43,000,- 

000.

147
Many of our large cities are alomst foreign so far as popula

tion is concerned.
62 per cent, of Cincinnati is foreign.
63 “ " Boston is foreign.
83 “ “ Cleveland is foreign.
88 “ " New York is foreign.
91 “ “ Chicago is foreign.

This great flood of foreign immigration is not in harmony 
and sympathy with the social and political institutions of this 
country. It furnishes the soil for the production of socialism, 
nihilism, communism, anarchism and dynamite with which it is 
trying to blow up the American Government.

All these immigrants are not the most law-abiding people 
of the countries from which they came.

Dorchester says in his problem of Religious Progress, 
(page 423), that 74 per cent, of discharged Irish convicts find their 
way to the United States.

In 1880, while the foreign born were only 13 per cent, of 
our population, they furnished 19 per cent, of the convicts in our 
penitentiaries and 43 per cent, of the inmates of workshops and 
houses of correction.

Of the wholesale traders and dealers in liquors and wines, 
63 per cent, were foreign born, and of the brewers and makers, 75 
per cent., while a large proportion of the remaining 25 per cent, 
were of foreign extraction. Of saloon keepers, 60 per cent, were 
foreign born and a large proportion of the remaining 40 per cent, 
were of foreign parentage.

These figures show what must be the effect of foreign immi
gration upon.the public morals of this country; they show that 
immigration is not only furnishing the greater portion..of our 
criminal class, but is also the bed rock upon which the saloon is 
based—the great curse of the age—debauching legislatures, cor
rupting congressmen, vitiating courts, destroying the home, 
tearing to pieces the family, converting the holy Sabbath into a 
licentious holiday and strangling to<death the public morals of 
the nation. And for all this mass of moral disease and death 

II
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.and to save this country from the perils of foreign immigration,. 
Christian education is the only remedy.

Then here is the great labor question going down to the 
very foundation of our social system and muttering against it 
words of terrible warning and dissatisfaction.

Labor and capital, the rich and poor are breaking friend
ship ; the quarrel has begun and a politico-social revolution is 
threatened ; what the end is to be we cannot tell.

There are indications abroad in the land that beneath us is 
slumbering a social volcano, only awaiting sufficient provocation 
tt discharge its dreadful contents.

It was the heel of capital upon the neck of labor, the oppres
sion of the peasant by the nobility, the grinding of the poor by 
the rich, a spirit of political and religious infidelity pervading the 
masses that produced in 1774 that " dreadful deluge of fire and 
blood," known in history as the French Revolution. God save 
our country from a repetition of those horrors.

Neither enactments of legislatures nor decisions of courts 
can ever settle this great labor question; it can only be done 
upon the broad basis of Christian education.

When capitalist and laborer shall accept the doctrines " Do 
unto others as ye would have them do unto you ; ” “ Defraud no 
man;” “The laborer is worthy of his hire,” then will the iron 
heel of bloated capital be lifted from off the lean neck of pros
trated labor; labor will no longer regard capital as an enemy; 
they will recognize each other as twin brothers, each dependent 
on the other, lock arms and walk together in love and friendship.

Then here is this other great American problem that has 
disturbed the peace and harmony of the nation for more than a 
hundred years ; I mean the so-called Negro Problem.

It has come down to us through the centuries ; it is older 
than the American Republic, for in forming the territories into 
states, and the states into federal union, no question so perplexed the 
founders of the Republic, none invoked more heated discussion, 
none so eminently threatened an abortion of the nation.

But by compromise at one stage, and concession at another, 
na y the nation was born, but with a thorn in its flesh which 

has irritated, inflamed and produced disorder and disease through
out all its system and will continue to do so until extracted, how
ever painful the operation.

It is the problem of the ages.
Time and again has it risen up like a spectre before the 

American people and demanded a solution; time and again has 
the nation cried, " Peace." “ Why hast thou come to torment us 
before the time ? ” “ Depart from us.”

But like Banquo’s Ghost,' it will not depart and the voice of 
American history sends back the echo, there is and can be no 
peace until this question is settled.

For more than a century it has been passed down from one 
generation to another, and now it refuses to go much further. It 
demands a solution. ’

Has it not already cost this country more blood and treasure 
than it took to establish its independence ? Did it not break in 
pieces the national cords of the Union and plunge the nation into 
a sea of blood and death ? And is it not still in church and state 
the great disturber of peace and “ vexation of spirit ?”

Tremendous problem this with a history written in blood!
Justice to the next generation ! Justice to the Negro ! The 

peace, harmony, prosperity and highest interest of sixty-five mil
lion people demand its solution.

How shall it be done? Not by Congress and “ Force Bills” 
alone—not by legislatures and decisions of courts. These have 
tried it for a hundred years.

Conscience is needed—a sense of right and public justice—a 
recognition of the great principles set forth by Christianity and 
inculcated by Christian education—the fatherhood of God, the 
brotherhood of man. “ Do unto others as ye would have them 
do unto you.” These are the requisites to the solution of the 
problems.

A right and just public sentiment, backed up by a public 
conscience, permeated, vitalized and energized by Christian edu- 
cation, will do more to settle this vexed question than all the 
courts, “ Force Bills,” congresses and military powers on the 

•earth 1
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■ Enact all the laws you please, but unless there be public 
conscience and sentiment behind them, they will be but dead let
ters upon the statute book. What we need is not more laws, 
nor better laws, but more public conscience to enforce those we 
have. Some say that American civilization is in danger, and 
perhapsit-is-true._.__.J____ ' ______ ______

Socialism, anarchism, mormonism, Romanism and many 
other isms and cisms of great strength are opposed to our form 
of government. A spirit of political and social scepticism per
vades the masses; they have lost faith in politics and politicians; 
a spfrit of lawlessness and disregard of human rights and human 
life is abroad in the land. These are danger signals ; they warn 
us that Christian education is the only remedy to preserve Amer
ican civilization and a republican form of government.

When in the fifth century, the ruthless hand of the uncul
tured Goth and the paralyzing breath of infidelity touched the 
hand on the dial of human progress and turned it back ten cen
turies into the night of barbarism, it was the Christian culture 
and education of the period that preserved it and started it once 
more on its grand march toward the setting sun.

Christian education is the salt of civilization, the bulwark of 
human governments and institutions.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.

DOROTHY’S SOLILOQUY.

BY MRS. AMANDA MILLER COLEMAN.

Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C.

Never before had Dorothy left church with so much speed 
and never before in so little hurry to reach home. Rev. Mr. 
Saul Timothy, of Crocusville, had preached from these words: 
“Ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and 
of all uncleanness.” To Dorothy it was " the most abusive ser
mon that ever fell from the lips of a man claiming to be a 
teacher of divine truth.”

“ What a picture ! I know,” said she, “ that I have an out
side and an inside, an external and an internal; but can it be 
that they are as unlike as the outside of the coffin and the rot
ten, decaying, maggot-eaten flesh within ? Is my appearance so 
different from my real self that when I smile upon a lad or a 
lassie inwardly I frown ? Do I extol virtue and love corruption ? 
When I beam forth joy at the recent success of a friend is my 
heart full of envy ? When I pray for the convertion of sinners 
do I feel that if they go to hell, all the better, more room in 
Heaven for my poor Dave, so soon to go ? Here in this lonely 
marsh where there is nobody to hear I have a good mind to say 
that's the truth ! But no ; it will never do; Dorothy cannot 
expose herself that way—not even to herself alone. By all 
means I must appear well, for Dave tells me every day that I am 

. an angel. And just yesterday Brother Peterson told me that if 
he had only ten members as saintly as I, there would not be one 
sinner left in his congregatiQn."

“ He said that he really believed that he could convert the 
whole county. Must this great confidence be destroyed—must 
that saintly man,already discouraged, be led to believe that there 
is not another saint in his church ? Never through Dorothy! 
Never, no never I There is great good wrapped up in what the
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world calls evil, but most of us are so blinded by sin that we- 
cannot see it The Lord sees it and brings it out. When my 
little Alice was sick with fever and every cow was dry, the Lord 
saved her; but how did he do it ? I just stepped over the fence 
and drew a quart from old man Dimpkin s cow. Everybody 
knows that rich old Mrs. Smith is as bony as a match and as 
homely as two layers of sin ; but I told her she was handsome, 
and last winter not one garment did I have to buy for my three 
children; and my lovely white all trimmed in silk, in which 
Dave says I look like that very angel which came to him the 
night he was converted, she gave me. If Brother Simeon did 
kiss me at the gate it was a righteous kiss, for he said as he did 
it, ‘ Salute one another with a holy kiss.’ Where is a holy kiss 
to be found if not on a preacher’s lips ? Now, where, I say ? I 
do not feel any the less like embracing Dave because I kiss a 
friend now and then. He will tell anybody that he has a loving, 
tender and devoted wife. That very night I had prayed rever
ently and fervently for him and my little ones. My Bible tells 
me not to let my left hand know what my right hand doeth, but 
in the face of that I went straight to the bed, kissed my dear 
Dave and told him that I remembered him in my prayer. Dear, 
good man! He said, ‘ Dorothy, you are a faithful wife.’ If I look 
to the Lord and do the best I can that’s all I’m responsible for, 
and now and then I make a mistake, it is nobody’s business but 
the Lord’s; and I do not need to prate about it to him, for he 
knows every thing. It is just as wrong for Dorothy to slander 
herself, as it is for somebody else to slander Dorothy, or for 
Dorothy to slander somebody else. That man wants people to 
turn themselves inside out. I always tell Dave the particulars. I 
told him that Brother Simeon came with me home, the number 
of people at church, who prayed, and all the particulars. One 
thing is sure: I am not going to be a tattler; I want the.bless
ing of the peace-makenShd that I must have.”

Dorothy grew eloquent. She waxed warm, looking as 
proud as a hero returning from recent victory. The devil had so 
rocked her in the cradle of “good enough,” "the best you can,” 
as good as other people,” “ nobody’s business that now the con

science which a few moments ago raved like a lion is as calm as 
a lamb.” All is contentment. But, “walls have ears,” and 
stones have eyes, and seldom is a whisper made in the presence 
of a cat or mouse that an enemy hears or a friend beholds.

“ Dorothy! Dorothy!” said a voice choked with sorrow and 
cracked by age. “ We may deceive man, but we cannot deceive 
God. Verily, doth he hear before he is called upon. I 'came not 
to watch, for this is not the way from church, J)ut to behold, 
perhaps for the last time yon radiant skies, and bathe my soul 
in the sunshine of His love. Dorothy, for threescore years and 
ten I have lived, but I cannot long survive this. Rightly hath 
our Master likened human nature to whited sepulchres—beauti
ful outward, but within full of corruption."

It was the voice of Dave.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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WHY I AM A BAPTIST.

Bible Reasons for Our Faith.

PREPARED BY REV. R. H. PORTER,

Pastor of the Third Baptist Church, Alexandria, Va.

There are great numbers of persons outside of the Baptist 
» V Church who often wish to know accurately what is Baptist belief 

and practice. Thfre are a great number of. the younger mem
bers, and many older ones of the Baptist Church who, while they 
have a deep 'convictytm that its doctrines are according to the 
word of God and that the Bible alone is the rule, or standard of 
religious belief and practice, yet they are not always prepared to 
bring forward arguments to justify their faith and practice, or give 
information when asked about its peculiarities. In order to do this 
we need to investigate thoroughly the principles that Baptists re
gard as important and vital to the true advancement of man’s spiri
tual happiness, and the practices or duties which a practical appli
cation of these principles inspires, that we may ascertain as far as 
we can their truth, their reasonableness, and applicability to 
human needs. There are a great many books of great excellency 
treating upon the offices, ordinances, government, worship and 
doctrines of the Baptist denomination, but those are usually large 
and voluminous and beyond the reach of the ordinary reader. 
What is most needed is to find the same information in a small 
compass, so that every pastor can place it in the hands of every 
member of his church, and of all the others who wish to know 
what is our faith and practice, and the reasons for them. It is 
with that object in view that we have compiled this little book. 
We are very often asked “ Why are you a Baptist ? ” and very 
often we are puzzled to give an intelligent answer. The most 
complete answer to the question that has come under our obser
vation is the one given by Dr. MacArthur of New York. Among 
other things he says—

11 i
First. I am a Baptist because I. believe that Baptist doc- i 2

trines of the New Testament are interpreted alike by the highest a
scholarship and by the understanding of unlearned but devout 
readers; and furthermore, because these doctrines are in many 
important respects in harmony with the views adopted by the 
best thought of to-day, whether in the churches or without.

If one were asked to state the fundamental idea of the 
Baptists he might give this:—Personal faith in the Lord Jesus 
alone saves the soul. He might also enlarge the thought by
saying: Obedience to the will of Christ as expressed in the in
spired Scriptures, including personal faith in Christ as the 
ground of salvation, baptism into the name of the Trinity as the 
profession of that faith, and loyalty to Christ in all other things 
which he has commanded. A Christian should of course, be 
baptized, as a soldier should put on a* uniform: but as it is not 
putting on the uniform which makes a man a soldier, so it is not 
baptism that makes a man a Christian. The man puts on the 
uniform because he is already a soldier; and so a man should 
be baptized when he becomes a Christian.

A true church, therefore, consists of truly regenerated per
sons, who have been baptized on the profession of their faith. 
Thus Baptists refuse to give baptism to unconscious infants. 
They baptize only those whom they believe to have already 
become Christians, only those who show evidence of having met 
with an internal, spiritual change. For in all ages baptism has 
been restricted to those who avow their faith in Christ.

Second. The Baptist principle is the New Testament prin
ciple. When certain Pharisees asked John the Baptist to baptize 
them, he told them they must first bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance; that baptizing them would not make them holy 
men, but they musffirst give evidence of repentance and then 
they could be baptized.

First belief and then baptism, then the Lord’s Supper, this 
is the New Testament order of the Baptist church. This Baptist 
idea that baptism will not make a man a Christian, that it is un
reasonable to baptize him till he has already met with a change 
of heart, commands the approval of all sensible men outside the 
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church, and it is being rapidly adopted by all the more evangel
ical religious bodies. ‘There is absolutely no place for infant 
baptism in ah evangelical system of theology. Those who be
lieve in baptismal regeneration are logical though unscriptural ; 
those who do not so believe and who practice infant baptism are 
both illogical and unscriptural. Many evangelic churches are 
beginning to realize their inconsistency. Not near so many in
fants are baptized among the Presbyterians, Congregationalists 
and Methodists as among Roman Catholics, Episcopalians and 
Lutherans. Why is this? It is because while the last named 
dhufkfees still adhere to the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, 
the former for the most part have abandoned it, gnd they are 
coming more and more to see that if baptism will not make a 
child a Christian there is no reason for baptizing the child. 
There is not in the New Testament a single command for, or 
example of infant baptism. If there were it could easily be 
found, but no one yet has made this discovery.

Third* Another statement of the Baptist principle is this: 
Baptism is not necessary to salvation. The assertion sometimes 
made that Baptists hold that no man can be saved unless he is 
baptized, is the falsest, absurdest, most idiotic declaration that 
ever was made in ecclesiastical controversy. The reason why 
Baptists practice baptism and not some substitute for it, such as 
pouring or sprinkling, is the fact that they hold that baptism is 
in no way essential to salvation. The history of the matter is 
this: The baptism of the apostolic churches was immersion, so 
say all standard church historians, On this point there is abso
lutely no difference of opinion among specialists in church his
tory. There is no proof that sprinkling was ever practiced before 
the middle of the third century. The way that infant baptism 
and substitutes for baptism came to be practiced is easily stated. 
The idea had erroneously arisen that no one could be saved 
without baptism, and when a man was converted on. a dying bed 
when too sick to be baptized—that is, immersed—the question 
arose as to what should be done. ’The idea was advanced that 
in such a case of necessity it would suffice to pour water on 
him. Thus the use of pouring and sprinkling came in with the 

unscriptural, unreasonable and dangerous doctrine that baptism 
was essential to salvation. At first they were used only in cases 
of necessity. In the Greek Church immersion is still the stand
ard baptism. It continued such in the Roman Catholic Church 
for over a thousand years. Immersion was the usage in the 
Church of England down to the time of the Reformation, and is 
still prescribed in the prayer-book. But pouring and sprinkling 
from their greater convenience came to be used more and more, 
till they finally largely supplanted baptism. But their use would 
never have been thought of but for the superstitious and abom
inable .idea that a man’s soul would be lost if he died without 
baptism. Now the Baptist declares that baptism is not neces
sary to salvation. He thinks a Christian should be baptized; he ' 
thinks that a Christian who can obey Christ Jn this ordinance 
and who refuses to be obedient may imperil his salvation, but he 
does not think it is a thing indispensable in all circumstances. 
Therefore the Baptists say that if a Christian can be baptized ac
cording to apostolic usages and divine command, he should be; 
but if a man is converted on a dying bed, when he cannot be 
baptized, let him die without baptism. If a man’s physical con
dition makes it impossible to obey the'command in his case it is 
not binding. The thief on the cross could not obey this com
mand ; still Jesus promised him Paradise that very day. A 
Baptist does not consider that he is ever at liberty to use a 
human substitute such as pouring or sprinkling, for the divine 
command of baptism. Not considering baptism to be essential 
to salvation a Baptist is not troubled at the idea of a convert’s 
dying without baptism when it is not'possible for him to receive it.

Fourth. Another point in which Baptists are the exponents 
both of New Testament and. modern ideas is their doctrine of 
religious freedom, the tenet that the civil magistrate has no 
authority over a man’s religious creed and usage. This was 
originally a distinctively Baptist idea, and they have been much 
praised for having first preached this great doctrine, now held 
universally in our own country and increasingly in other lands, 
but this doctrine is merely a logical deduction from their funda
mental Baptist principle. In the Jewish nation, and for that



matter in ancient Gentile nations, as for instance, the Roman 
Empire, the church and State were one. The civil and the 
ecclesiastical governments were identical, or at least organically 
affiliated; and of course, the magistrate had authority in matters 
of religion. And in the Middle Ages, the prevalence of the 
doctrine of baptismal regeneration, and the consequent nearly 
universal baptism of infants, made every child not only a citizen 
but also a member of the church. Thus church and state became 
again identical, and the civil magistrate became the servant of 
the church as well as the state. But the Baptist doctrine that 
baptizing a person wot^ not make him a Christian, the idea that 
one could become a Christian only through ^n intelligent perso
nal faith and a spiritual change, suggests immediately a sepera- 
tion between citizen and church member, between the civil com
munity and the ecclesiastical body. The Baptist idea made the 
Church consist not of all citizens, but only of a separate number. 
The divorce between Church and State was not merely a lucky 
thought of certain Baptist philosophers, but it was the logical 
outcome of distinctive Baptist principles. The Baptists preceded 
other Christians in declaring the true relations of the civil and 
ecclesiastical powers, not because they were superior to other 
Christians in their understanding of civil principles, but because 
they held an ecclesiastical tenet which was correct while other 
churches were in error. Thus the logical development of Baptist 
principles led to the great doctrine of religious freedom.

Fifth. In regard to the Lord’s Supper, Baptists have been 
stigmatized as deniers of the discipleship of all who do not 
belong to Baptist churches. As our principles become better 
understood, this denunciation is withdrawn. But the need is not 
altogether past, for our answering it as a misrepresentation of 
our position. Baptists do not deny that members of Pedobaptist 
Churches are good Christians, we simply declare as far as it has 
a bearing toward them, that they have omitted that which we 
are solemnly convinced is one requirement of our Lord, namely 
baptism, and that they ought to fulfill it before they sit down to 
the Lord s Table. The view which the Baptist denomination 
holds is the view held in common with the majority of the Chris-
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tian world, namely that the Lord’s Supper belongs not merely 
to believers, but to baptized believers. This conclusion logically 
flows from the premises, and can only be questioned by assailing 
either the one premises or the other, that is, Baptism is prerequi
site to the Lord's Supper. Immersion is essential to baptism. 
Therefore immersion is prerequisite to the Lord’s Supper. Bap
tism was designed and established as an initial rite preceding 
and prerequisite to church membership. The Lord’s Supper 
was designed and established as a church ordinance, following 
church membership, and constituting one of the privileges of 
church fellowship. It follows that baptism must precede the 
Lord’s Supper. Or it may be stated thus: baptism is prerequi
site to church membership; church membership is prerequisite 
to the Lord’s Supper: therefore baptism is prerequisite to the 
Lord’s Supper. Nothing can be clearer than that, if the premises 
of this argument are true, the conclusion is irresistible. The 
proposition that baptism is prerequisite to church membership 
hardly needs proofs, for it is universally held as true, by Pedo- 
baptists as well as by Baptists, all agree that baptism must precede 
admission to church membership; and all alike require some act 
which they'consider baptism, as a necessary condition and pre
requisite of church fellowship. The common consent of Chris
tendom to this position has its abundant warrant in the word of 
God. It is the first duty required of believers after repentance 
and faith, and is Christ’s own appointed way of professing alle
giance to him before the world. It is in its nature an initiatory 
badge of discipleship, required to be administered and received 
before admission to the church. The very first record of the 
progress of the gospel under the labors of the apostles, shows 
the order of church building in those days. “ They that gladly 
received his word were baptized, and the same day were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles* doctrines and fellowship, and in break
ing of bread and in prayers." Thus in the organization of the first 
church at Jerusalem under the Pentecostal revival (Acts ii. 42> 
43), the divinely established order is clearly indicated. First, 
conversion—they “ gladly received his word; ” second, baptism
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“ they that gladly received his word were baptized; third, 
addition to the church—those baptized “ were added unto them;” 
and fourth, church fellmvship including the Lord:s Supper—those 
who were added “ continued steadfast in the apostle s doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in prayers.

Sixth. The conclusion of the whole matter is that the fun
damental principle of the Baptists is that a man s salvation 
depends solely on personal faith in Christ and the resultant 
change of inward character, and not on baptism and other church 
ordinances. As a result they affirm that faith must be personal 

Xk and no man can believe for another, no parent for a child. We 
believe in the entire separation of church apd state.

We administer baptism only to those who profess faith in 
Christ and give evidence in daily life of having been converted. 
' We believe the Lord's Supper, an ordinance committed to 
the care of the Church, to be administered to baptized believers 
only.

We administer immersion, the act of baptism in the apos
tolic church, the only baptism of the New Testament. We take 
the Bible only as our guide and our position is impregnable. 
While the Bible stands we shall stand, and the “ word of our 
God shall stand forever." We represent the earliest Christianity. 
"John," who preached repentance in the wilderness of Judea, 
was a representative Baptist. We keep company with him and 
with Christ whom he baptized in the Jordan.

SUMMARY.

What is our Motto ? One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism.
What is a Church ? A Church is a congregation of baptized 

believers in Christ, adhering to a special covenant, which recog
nizes Christ as their only la»v giver and ruler, and his word their 
exclusive guide in all religious matters.

What is Baptism ? Baptism is the immersion of a beiiever 
in water by a proper administrator, in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost.
J What is the Lord's Supper? The sacred use of bread, and 
“ the fruit of the vine " symbolic of the body and blood of Christ, 

taken by the members of the church to commemorate the death 
of Christ and to show their faith in his dying love.~

What is Repentance Z It is a consciousness of personal sin 
against God, sorrow for and hatred of sin, and a resolution to 
forsake it .and embrace the mercies of God.

What is Faith? It is personal trust and reliance on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior.

What is Grace ? It is the free and undeserved favor of God 
bestowed upon a sinner through Jesus Christ.

What is Adoption ? It is an act of God, by which his chil
dren are made heirs.

What is Sanctification ? It is a progressive conformity to 
the image of Christ, a carrying on of what regeneration begins.

What is regeneration ? It js the gracious act of the Holy 
Spirit implanting a new creature, giving a holy disposition to the 
mind in a manner beyond our comprehension. We are born 
physically to inherit this earth; we must be born again, or spir
itually, to inherit the kingdom of God. Regeneration is the 
beginning of a new life, hence, though we may be one hundred 
years old, we are called “ babes in Christ ” when first converted.

What is Justification? It is the judicial act of God by 
which freedom from the claims of the law is declared. It 
includes the pardon of sin, the promise of eternal life, and accep
tance with God as righteousness of Christ.

' Who are Pedo-Baptists ? Those who practice the baptism 

of infants.
What is meant by Final Perseverance of the Saints ? It is 

the doctrine of the continuance of all truly regenerated persons 
• in a state of grace until they reach eternal glory. “ That they 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

What are the Scriptural Church Officers ? Bishops, or Pas
tors, and Deacons, whose qualifications and duties are defined in 

the Epistles Timothy and Titus. »

Agents Wanted for the Magazine
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AMBITION.

BY REV. C H. CLARK, D. D.

Pastor Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn.

He that is not satisfied to begin with being inferior, will 
never end with being superior.

Shakespeare says, “All greatness is borne of ambition.” 
Than let our ambition be a noble one and who will blame it.

’ Ambition is a term in popular usage yet obsolete in proper 
application. It is an aged word whose golden meaning is con
cealed beneath its hoary locks. And this latent spark kindled 
in our breasts, will cause us to look upward and move onward 
toward our Creator.

Though the word sometimes savors of bad taste, and in such 
case it is not the torch of inspiration pointing to greatness or 
grandeur. But it is an illusory phantom, whose fox fire lures, 
only to illumine one's journey to the tomb. In this case ambi
tion is a synonym fnr heart pang, anxiety, discontent, struggles 
and death.

But true Ambition does not come within the limit of such 
definition. For it is in itself a beneficial impulse. It is one of 
the strongest incitements to excel in such arts and accomplish
ments as are in the highest esteem among men. It may be truth
fully called the natural passion which the mind of man has for 
glory. Yet because of its insatiableness, it is quite liable to be 
used to excess. For it is like the sea which swallows all the 
rivers and is none the fuller; or like the grave,whose insatiable 
maw, forever craves for the bodies of men.

It is not like an amphora, which being full receives no more. 
But its fullness swells it till still a greater vacuum is formed. 
The minds of the composers of the National Baptist Convention 
have been pregnant, for nearly eight years, with lofty ideas 
whose ambitious pretentions have been the subject of much dis
cussion and criticism, yea, and blood shed. Some of the doctors
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summoned to give birth to some of the ideas, have, because of 
the lack of ambition and means, retired in dismay and confusion. 
But others were summoned whose ambitious hearts know no 
defeat, who met and selected an expert doctor, under whose dic
iion they proposed to act.

The selected reviewed his analysis and found the plan and 
almost without money he gave birth to some of those ideas that 
the brethren have been travailing with in great pain ready to be » 
delivered. ""’77"---- -----------—. •_ 2

“ Oh ambition—a beacon light art thou,
Thou hast made the clouds of hind auces upturn their silver lining,
And mock the eagle in his upward flight above the storm.”

Give a man all the Ambition that his nature can sustain, 
and you can no mo(e suppress him than you can change his 
being.

If you attempt anything, assist him kindly and he will de
throne mountains of apparent impossibilities and erect a monu
ment of lasting praise to. the name of humanity.

The -proper direction of one’s Ambition is important as its 
possession. It is better to have no Ambition at all, then to have 
it; and be unable to control it, for a number of persons have 
stunted their progress, missed their marks, jumped the track of 
life and huried themselves in obloquy, because they could not 
control their Ambition, and their Ambition in return has taken 
control of them.

But Ambition that was checked in.its commencement hath 
been secured. And he who hath arranged to diffuse the most of 
our intellectual ideas which will mitigate a number of distressful 
opinions in our own circle as well as in others, is undoubtedly 
the best man for the place. And there is nothing more to do 
than to imitate his conduct.

Now while the passion of some is to shine, of some to 
govern, and others to accumulate, let one great passion alone in 
fluence our breasts. The passion which reason ratifies, which 
conscience approves, which heaven inspires, and all will work to 
gether for good to those who love the Lord.

However the penalties of his successful Ambition may ou -
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weigh its pleasures, for envy is a mischief that can not be 
avoided by one who is truly and nobly Ambitious, nearly every 
man and boy has a cudgel to fling at a well-loaded tree.

While David kept his father's sheep at home he could sing 
sweetly with his harp in the field without any disturbance, but 
when he once comes to the court, and finds applause and great
ness creep upon him, emulation, despite and malice, gnawed him 
whereverhewent.—' ~~ t-------------------—--------------------——

And so with men of to-day, when Ambition wins for them 
promenence, it has placed them in a position of greatest 
need. And thou who hath been selected heed the cause which 
|rue Ambition leads.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.

* COLORED CHURCHES AN EXPERIMENT.

BY REV. M. W. GILBERT, A. M.

President Florida Baptist Academy.

~ The Emancipation Proclamation, to the Negroes of America, 
meant not only intellectual and corporeal enfranchisement, but 
also religious freedom—the freedom of conscience and the liberty 
to have a colored ministry and colored churches. The emanci
pation of the colored people, and particularly their subsequent 
enfranchisement as citizens, made the colored churches and min
istry a necessity, both by virtue of the prejudice existing against 
us and of our essential manhood before the laws of the land. A 
free Negro means a free man to receive the operation of the Holy 
Spirit calling him to preach and a free congregation to give him 
audience without prejudice and upon his merits. I do not affirm 
in these statements that there were no specifically Negro churches 
before the war, for there were such churches; but they were far 
from being such as we have and observe to-day. For then a color
ed church may consist of only colored members,with now and then 
a colored pastor; but it was subject to the general supervision 
and surveillance of the whites and to the officious intermeddling 
of the white masters in the internal affairs of the church. How 
different now 1

The colored people began, after the war, the experiment of 
having and organizing the free colored churches, and fashioned 
their organizations after the type of the white churches existing 
among their former masters and to which many of these colored 
people were themselves allied. Hence we find among the col
ored people Baptists, Methodists, Catholics^ Presbyterians, etc., 
the numerical strength of each sect among us depending upon 
the numerousness of such sect among the whites. The Negro 
is said to be an imitator of the white man, and this seems to be 
true, not only as to the vices and failures of the whites, but also 
of their religious proclivities. Many Baptists among the whites,
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many among the colored; many Methodists among the whites^ 
many among the colored ; few Presbyterians among the whites, 
few among the colored; the Congregationalists rare among the 
whites, rare among the colored. Away with the idea that the 
Negro alone is a natural Baptist or Methodist. He is no more 
so than the white man.

The government of our own churches is something practi
cally new with us and is essentially an experiment. The colored 
people are not only on trial as citizens and men capable of intel
lectual development, but also are they on trial religiously, as 
builders and•orgfcuzers and managers of churches. All of our 
religious organizations are undergoing a process of evolution 
which we hope will result in the perfection and spiritual b'eauty 
of the Lord's Church. In such a stupendous experiment it is 
not natural to find at once the ideal condition, but faults and 
errors will be manifestly abundant. The knowledge of the exist
ence of faults and errors in the churches should render all zeal
ous Christians less at ease and cause them to exert every 
scriptural means for the removal of these imperfections.

In writing upon this subject it may be well for me to call 
attention to some of the faults observable in our colored churches 
in their present status, and particularly in our colored Baptist 
churches. Among these defects may be mentioned the following:

z. A Wide spread and General Disregard for the Polity and 
Usages of the Denominations.—Among colored Baptists the usage 
of consulting a council of sister churches for advice, in times of 
dissension and misunderstanding, is very rarely resorted to, each 
church exercising its undoubted right to settle its own affairs 
without regard for the unselfish and disinterested opinions and 
advice of other churches. Hence, a divided church and a multi
plicity of weak, feeble churches, incapable of supporting them
selves or properly caring for the ministers who preside over them. 
And occasionally when a so-called council is consulted, instead 
of consisting of delegates sent to represent local churches, duly 
and properly requested to send such delegates, it too often con
sists simply of ministers, some of whom having nothing else to 
do or wanted for nothing else but to sit in a council, and some of 

whom being too rascally and unscrupulous to sit in a council of 
demons. Hence, a lack of deference or respect to the decision 
and advice of such a body.

It is observable, too, that when a proper council is called, 
their advice is too often disregarded through the unchristian wil
fulness of the congregation or a part thereof, or through the low 
chicanery of the unscrupulous demagogue in the pulpit who is 
fertile enough in acts and arguments to evade the most righteous 
decision of the best council and to avail himself of the ignorance 
and imbecility of the poor sheep he is in duty bound to lead 
aright. It may be well here to call attention to the general 
abuse of the great "principle of the independence of the local 
churches. In too many instances since our emancipation have 
we taken liberty to mean license, and freedom to do right as free
dom to do as we please. We too often forget that the church is 
not of human origin but divine; that it is Christ’s, not ours. 
Church independence is a good and beautiful thing, rightly un
derstood and rightly used; for it is scriptural. Among the 
white people it is “ a thing of beauty and a joy forever." Every 
good thing may be abused, diverted from its proper course, and 
be made a curse. As good a thing and as scriptural as church 
independence is, its abuse has contributed more of late to bring 
our principles into contempt among some of our best people 
than anything I know. It is becoming altogether too common 
to hear the remark, “ Baptists are always quarreling and splitting 
up.” Even some of our own people are saying, “ Baptist inde
pendence is a bad thing.” It may be well to call the attention of 
those who are thus made weak in the faith to the fact that Bap
tist independence is all right, but the abuse of Baptist indepen
dence is the thing that is not all right. The independence of the 
local church can only be appreciated by a'truly free and intelli
gent people. It may never be appreciated by an ignorant peo
ple, who, imagining themselves to be free, make freedom license.. 
The security of Baptist principles will consist among the colored 
people in the diffusion of education, not only in the pulpit, but 
also in the pew. It is well to call attention to the fact that the 
more intelligent the colored people become, the more genuinely 
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free they be, the more will they appreciate the independence of 
Baptists. Ecclesiastical independence is fitted to the genius of 
American institutions, adapted to a free republic and reflects the 
political freedom of its citizenship. The public school and the 
college are the greatest allies of the Baptist denomination in 
America. It is oftentimes supposed that the apparent peace and 
quiet observed among the colored Methodists argue a better form 
of church government for colored people than that existing 
among the colored Baptists. But that which at first seems to be 
a reflection on our denomination is at once to our credit. The 
Methodist’s polity *ah8ta<hat of all Episcoopl bodies is better 
adapted to secure the harmony and strengtn of the individual 
church for the present, because the Negroes are accustomed to 
having a master, a driver, or some one to dictate to him and to 
do his thinking for him. The future is more favorable to the 
Baptists, when in this free republic, with slavery unfelt and for
gotten, the Negro will in reality be free.

2. The Demagogue or Politician in the Pulpit.—Much of 
our church dissensions and the spiritual weakening of many of 
our churches, irrespective of denominations are due to the exis
tence of what I would denominate, for want of a better term, the 
ecclesiastical demagogue or church politician. After the down
fall of the colored people in politics a few years ago, the ousting 
of the Negro politician from civil office was an immediate call of 
his class to repentance—to join the church, and to preach the 
gospel, and to-day his influence is felt in every association, in 
every convention, in every conference. Every rancorous debate 
in religious assemblies is of his begetting.

—Continued in Next Number.—
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A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT.

BY E. M. BRAWLEY, D. D., VA.

Showing What Publishing has Been Done for Afro- 
Americans by the Leading Religious Pub

lishing Societies in the United
States.

The American Baptist Publication Society is one of the 
great agencies of the Baptist denomination. Its aim is “to pro
mote evangelical religion by means of the Bible, the printing 
press, colportage, and the Sunday-school.’’ It is a national 
Baptist organization, and it knows by way of discrimination no 
section of our country and no race or color. It freely invites to 
its membership all Baptists who meet the constitutional require
ments, and its constituency is the entire Baptist denomination in 
the United States. Not only are all Baptists asked and expected 
to contribute to its Bible and its missionary work, but its pub
lishing department is open to-all Baptist authors who have some
thing of interest and value to write, and who know how to 
write it.

So far as Afro-Americans are concerned, the Society stands 
in the very front of all existing agencies which work for their 
elevation, and it has done more to make the scholarship of Afro- 
Americaps known and respected than all the great Pedobaptist 
Publishing Societies in our country together', and -this 
our Society has done not only of its own free willjTh keeping 
with its purpose to treat all Baptists alike, but in the face of 
much misrepresentation from Afro-American Baptists them
selves. It is the purpose of this tract to prove the truth of the 
proposition just stated, that the. American Baptist Publication 
Society has done more for Afro-American scholarship than all 
the great Pedobaptist Publishing Societies in our country to

gether.
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In order to get the necessary facts—and facts only will be 
used—the writer addressed a letter to the corresponding secre
tary or general manager of every prominent Pedobaptist pub
lishing house that represents a denomination having both white 
and Afro-American members in its constituency. Two questions 
were asked:

First. Does your society publish any books or tracts writ
ten by Negroes ?

Second. Do Negro writers contribute to your Sunday- 
school periodicals ?

A qnna^er of replies have been received. Some were eva
sive. Those given below are unequivocal, and are in the exact 
language of the writers :

“ Nearly all of our writers we know personally, and they 
are white, and we presume they all are.”

“ We mail you our list of religious books, but we have none 
by Negro authors, and we have nothing in any shape written by 
them.”

“ I must say that I have no recollection of any book or 
tract of ours written by a black man, nor have we any writer for 
our periodicals of that race.”

“ I do not think there are any books or tracts published by 
us which are prepared by Negro authors, and I am not sure of 
any who write for our periodicals.” »

The writer, after a most searching inquiry, has failed to find 
one religious book or tract published by Pedobaptist societies for 
Afro-A mericans.

These replies speak for themselves. They show that white 
Pedobaptists have actually done nothing in the direction spoken 
of for Afro-American scholarship, although their Afro American 
members are numbered by the tens of thousands.

Now in striking contrast with this, notice what the Ameri
can Baptist Publication Society has done.

It has published the following books :
I. The Negro Baptist Pulpit, edited by E. M. Brawley, D. 

D., I2mo., 300 pages, with articles by the editor and R. L.. 
Perry, D. D.; W. H. Brooks, D. D.; Rev. H. N. Bouey; R. B.
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Va’ndavell;-D. D. j .Rev. W._G. Parks; E. K. Love, D. D ; Rev. 
G. W. Raiford; Rev. A. J. Stokes; Rev. C. H. Parrish^ ATM.; ~ 
Rev. A. W. Puller, A. M.; Rev. J. J. Durham, A. M.; R. De
Baptiste, D. D.; Rev. M. W. Gilbert, 4. M.; W. J. Simmons, D. 
D., LL. D.; Rev. G. H. Jackson, B. D.; H. Johnson, D. D.; 
Rev. S. W. Anderson, A. B.; S. T. Clanton, D. D.; Rev. R. J. 
Temple, B. D.; Rev. R. T. Pollard; Mr. W. H. Steward; Rev. 
M. Vann ; Rev. P. IT. A. Braxton; Miss Mary V. Cook, A. M.

2. “ Plain Theology for Plain People,” by C. O. Boothe, D.

D., I2mo., 206 pages.
3. “Clarence and Corinne,” by Mrs. A. E. Johnson, I2tno.,

187 pages.4. “ What We Believe,” by Professor C. H. Parrish, A. M., 

i8mo., 36 pages.5. “ Christian Ordinances," bj Walter H. Brooks, D. D., 

i8mo., 36 pages.6. “ Aggressiveness of Baptists,” by E. M. Brawley, D. D., 

l6mo., 20 pages.
It has published also the following tracts :
1. “ The Buried Talent,” 8 pages, S. T. Clanton, D. D.

' 2. “ This One Thing I Do,” 4 pages, Pres. J. H. Johnston,

A. M.3. “ Denominational Fidelity," 8 pages, A. R. Griggs, D. D.
4. “ Demands on Our Colored Ministry,” 8 pages, Pres. M.

W. Gilbert, A. M.5. “ The Lord’s Freeman," 8 pages, R. L. Perry, D. D.
6. “ Christian Bonds,” 8 pages, C. O. Boothe, D. D.
7. “ Duties of Deacons,” 8 pages, Rev. H. Williams, Jr.
8. - “ Economy in Little Things," 4 pages, Pres. J. H. Johns

ton, A. M. _ *
9. “ Endued with Poyver,” 8 pages, E. K. Love, D. D.
10. “ Bible Knowledge Necessary for Right Living, 8 

pages, E. M. Brawley, -D. D.11. “Practice What You Preach,” 8 pages, Pres. J. H.

Johnston, A. M..12. “ Spiritual Hunger,” 8 pages, R. L. Perry, D. D.
13. “ Shouting," 8 pages, R. J. Temple, B. D.
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In order to get the necessary facts—and facts only will be 
used—the writer addressed a letter to the corresponding secre
tary or general manager of every prominent Pedobaptist pub
lishing house that represents a denomination having both white 
and Afro-American members in its constituency. Two questions 
were asked:

First. Does your society publish any books or tracts writ
ten by Negroes ?

Second. Do Negro writers contribute to your 4/unday- 
school periodicals ?

A numb^f ^replies have been received. Some were eva
sive. Those given below are unequivocal, and are in the exact 
language of the writers :

“Nearly all of our writers we know personally, and they 
are white, and we presume they all are.”

“ We mail you our list of religious books, but we have none 
by Negro authors, and we have nothing in any shape written by 
them."

“ I must say that I have no recollection of any book or 
tract of ours written by a black man, nor have we any writer for 
our periodicals of that race.”

“ I do not think there are any books or tracts published by 
us which are prepared by Negro authors, and I am not sure of 
any who write for our periodicals."

The writer, after a most searching inquiry, lias failed to find 
one religious book or tract published by Pedobaptist societies for 
Afro-Americans.

These replies speak for themselves. They show that white 
Pedobaptists have actually done nothing in the direction spoken 
of for Afro-American scholarship, although their Afro American 
members are numbered by the tens of thousands.

Now in striking contrast with this, notice what the Ameri
can Baptist Publication Society has done.

. It has published the following books :
I. The Negro Baptist Pulpit, edited by E. M. Brawley, D. 

D.,\l2mo., 300 pages, with articles by the editor and R. L. 
Perry, D. D.; W. H. Brooks, D. D.; Rev. H. N. Bouey; R. B 

Vandavell, D. D.; Rev. W. G. Parks; E. K. Love, D. D ; Rev. 
G. W. Raiford ; Rev. A. J. Stokes ; Rev. C. H. Parrish, A. M.; 
Rev. A. W. Puller, A. M.; Rev. J. J. Durham, A. M.; R. De
Baptiste, D. D.; Rev. M. W. Gilbert, A. M^; W. J. Simmons, D. 
D., LL. D.; Rev. G. H. Jackson, B. D.; H. Johnson, D. D.; 
Rev. S. W. Anderson, A. B.; S. T.-Clanton, D. D.; Rev. R. J. 
Temple, B. D.; Rev. R. T. Pollard; Mr. W. H. Steward; Rev. 
M. Vann ; Rev. P. H. A. Braxton; Miss Mary V. Cook, A. M.

2. “ Plain Theology for Plain People," by C. O. Boothe, D.
D., I2mo., 206 pages.

3. “Clarence and Corinne,” by Mrs. A. E. Johnson, I2mo., 
187 pages.

4. “ What We Believe,” by Professor C. H. Parrish, A. M., 
i8mo., 36 pages.

5. “ Christian Ordinances,” bj Walter H. Brooks, p. D., 
i8mo., 36 pages.

6. “ Aggressiveness of Baptists,” by E. M. Brawley, D. D., 

i6mo., 20 pages.
It has published also the following tracts:

“ The Buried Talent,” 8 pages, S. T. Clanton, D. D.
“ This One Thing I Do,” 4 pages, Pres. J. H. Johnston,

“ Denominational Fidelity," 8 pages, A. R. Griggs, D. D. 
“ Demands on Our Colored Ministry,” 8 pages, Pres. M.

1, rv. i»I.
“ The Lord’s Freeman," 8 pages, R. L. Perry, D. D.
“ Christian Bonds,” 8 pages, C. O. Boothe, D. D.
“ Duties of Deacons," 8 pages, Rev. H. Williams, Jr.
“ Economy in Little Things," 4 pages, Pres. J. H. Johns-

‘’Endued with Power," 8 pagesu E. K. Love, D. D.
“ Bible Knowledge Necessary for Right Living," 8 

l. nrawiey, D. D.“ Practice What You Preach,” 8 pages, Pres. J. H.

1. M.“ Spiritual Hunger,” 8 pages, R. L. Perry, D. D.
“ Shouting," 8 pages, R. J. Temple, B. D.

2.
A. M.

3-
4-

W. Gilbert, A. M.
5-
6.
7-
8.

ton, A. M
9. “
10.

pages, E. M. Brawley, D. D.

Johnston, A. M.
12.
*3*
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14- “Gentleness in Training Children,” 8 pages, Pres. J.-H. 
Johnston, A. M.

Here are six books and fourteen tracts, the productions of 
thirty prominent Afro-American Baptists. These books and 
tracts have been circulated by thousands all over our land.

But this is not all. Our writers have mt only been invited 
to prepare books and tracts, they have also been permitted to 
contribute to the columns of out Sunday-school periodicals. Of 
the various periodicals of our Society, the Quarterlies are de
voted solely to lesson expositions. Our Young People, The 
Youdg diaper, The Sunlight,^nd Our Little Ones, contain short 
stories of interest to young people and children. The Baptist 
Teacher, The Baptist Superintendent and The Worker, are the 
only ones that admit contributed articles. Now, because of the 
necessity for keeping these periodicals at a very high literary and 
denominational standard, none but the very best writers are per
mitted to contribute to either of them. Business reasons alone 
are sufficient to demand that in the selection of writers for these 
periodicals, personal considerations shall have no place, and that 
specialists alone shall be chosen. Now, if Afro American Bap
tists are unable as yet to produce specialists in theology and in 
literature, it would be no discredit to them and no wrong to omit 
their names from the list of contributors. But they have not been 
omitted. The general excellence of some of our writers has 
been cheerfully conceded by our Society, and contributed articles 
upon general topics from Afro-American Baptists have occasion
ally appeard in The Teacher, The Superintendent, and The 
Worker.

It should be remembered that at most there can be but 
about fifty or sixty writers employed on these periodicals in any 
single year, out of fat fifteen thousand or more Baptist ministers 
and teachers in our whole country.

Moreover, it 'is true not only that the American Baptist 
Publication Society has done more to make Afro-American 
scholarship known and respected than all the leading Pedobap- 
tist publishing houses together have, but it has also done 
more in tnat direction than Afro-American Baptists could have 

done, or can now do, for themselves. Publishing is a costly 
business. Few men realize how much it costs to produce a 
book. To publish Fuller’s works—the three-volume edition— 
the Society had to spend ten thousand dollars. And after a 
book is printed and bound, to put it in circulation is an addi
tional expense. A number of Afro-American Baptist authors 
have tried the experiment of publishing their own books. By 
personal inquiry the writer has learned that three-fourths of them 
lost money by so doing.

It has taken nearly seventy years for our Publication Society 
to reach its present proportions. It has grown from infancy to a 
strong, vigorous estate. It began in the days of our country’s 
comparative poverty, and it has grown with our country’s 
growth. To begin another Publication Society now, as our 
Society began years ago, and in competition with the many great 
publishing houses that now seek the patronage of Afro-Ameri
can Baptists, would be extreme folly. And we do not need to 
attempt it. The literary grave-yards of our country are already 
filled with the graves of Baptist publishing houses, and we 
should not attempt to start another grave-yard.

As a consequence of the foregoing, we should do several 
things :

1. We should thank God for the Society. We are largely 
indebted for the soundness of our doctrine and the correctness of 
our practice to the books, periodicals, and missionaries of this 
Society, and the reputation of some of our leading men has been 
greatly increased by it. All this has resulted in our general 
good; and what has been done is in my judgement, but the 
earnest of what the Society will undoubtedly do for us, if only 
we prove our capacity, and do that which is just and right.

2. We should cheerfully acknowledge the fact of our in
debtedness. In all our meetings—church, Sunday-School, dis
trict, state and national—let us as honest men award honor to 

whom honor is due.
3. In considering the general policy or any given act of 

the Society, before passing judgment, let us put our obligations 
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as well as our objections into the scales and then do the 
weighing.

4. In endeavoring to map out a course that will result in 
our general welfare, let us be guided by truth and wisdom and 
experience, and not by untruth and passion and prejudice.

5. Let us finally work for our society, pray for it, and 
speak for it. In all this we shall simply be doing our duty, but 
we will also add strength to what the late H. H. Tucker, D. D., 
LL. D., once said “ is the greatest Baptist power now in this 
world.”

Agents Waited for the Magazinj.

THE NEGRO AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN.

w BY E. C. MORRIS, D. D.

One of the chief aims of the'men who championed the union 
cause prior to and during the War of Rebellion was to establish 
between the two great oceans, one government, one flag, and one 
people. The one thing which led to the great struggle was 
the fact that in one section of the country four millions of human 
beings were held in bondage, and their masters desired to extend 
the wicked system into the territories. This, as a matter of 
course, met with stern opposition by the patriotic and liberty
loving people of the North, which resulted in the secession of the 
Southern states, hence the rebellion or Civil War. At the close 
of the war the freedmen who had stepped from slavery to citizen
ship by a single act of Congress were powerless to demand their 
rights, hence the necessity for special legislation. Then followed 
the fifteenth amendment to the constitution, and the adoption of the 
Civil Rights Bill. It was generally accepted by the people that 
these laws were in harmony with the spirit and motives of those 
who championed the union cause. But it soon became evident that 
the spirit of rebellion was not dead. However, this latter spirit was 
not for a confederacy of states, but for the abolition of those laws 
which threw around the freedmen the guarantee of their citizen
ship. The former rebellion was a most complete failure, and the 

same fate will befall the latter.
The Negroes are and ever will be American citizens. Not 

Afro-Americans as some are pleased to call them, but Americans. 
We admit that we frequently hear the popular title, German- 
Americans, Irish-Americans, Afro-Americans, etc., but such titles 
are not in harmony either with the spirit or with the letter of the 
fundamental laws of the country. Nor does the Negro’s citizen
ship rest upon the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments' to the 
constitution alone, but upon that further fact mentioned in the 
thirteenth amendment, which says, “ Neither slavery nor invol-



untary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. The 
fourteenth amendment is no less a guarantee to naturalized citi
zens, than it is to persons born in the United States. Nor are 
the Negroes merely naturalized citizens, but are “ to the manor 
born.” ■------ —---- ------ ___

It is not the object of the writer to discuss the Negro’s 
citizenship from a statutory standpoint, but from a patriotic view. 
The re^test of citizenship is found in the loyal support of, and 
obecfienc? to the laws of the country. Treason is a thing un
known to the Negro race in America, and I challenge the whole 
world to find a race of people more loyal to their country and its 
flag than they are.

The many proscriptive laws enacted have only served to 
make them the more determined to prove themselves worthy ot 
the honorable title citizen.

It is not only necessary for one to volunteer as a soldier to 
go against a foreign foe, or to protect the flag of the country 
against rebels to the government, to prove his loyalty. But if 
this was the only necessary thing the Negroes have demonstrated 
their patriotism by furnishing 280,000 volunteers to the union 
army during the rebellion of the states. And aside from these 
considerations the Negroes have gone right along for thirty years 
improving every opportunity, gaining wealth and education at a 
remarkable rate, despite the adverse conditions which have en
compassed them from the day of their emancipation to the pres
ent, No anarchistic clans have been formed, nor did they seek 
to avenge themselves of the reign of terror during Ku-Kluxism, 
but patiently- waited for the righteous arm of the law to interpose 
in their behalf.

One of the principal things which makes the Negro without 
a superior as a citizen is the fact that he more readily accepts the 
teachings of the Bible than any other people, and the Bible is the 
foundation of all law.

Whether the Negro believes that he is receiving just treatment 
or not he is nevertheless ready to submit himself to the 
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“higher powers.” The greatness of our nation is the result of 
the genius and industry of her citizens, and to this the Negroes 
have contributed no small amount, though perhaps they are not 
given the credit due them along this line.

The fact that the dense forests of the South have been 
made to “ blossom as fhe rose,” by reason of the ceaseless toil of 

the Negro, is proof conclusive.
Nor is the amount of revenue which flows annually into the 

treasury of our nation as a direct result of their labor on the cot
ton, rice, sugar, and tobacco plantations a small consideration. 
And while they may not pay taxes directly in proportion to their 
numbers, indirectly they do, by reason of the fact that the things 
mentioned above are produced at a less cost by them than could 

be produced by any other class of labor.
The effort to humiliate the Negro by drawing the cplor line 

on steamboats, railway trains, and elsewhere to make him feel 
himself less than a citizen has not had the effect desired. But 
to the contrary it has served to prove the Negro a better citizen 
than those who would thus seek to humiliate him. For he will 
sit in his separate apartment, apparently satisfied and discuss 
with ability the ignorance of such legislators, and the effect which 
such acts will have upon the succeeding generations, who will 
look down upon these iniquitous acts, as the enlightened nation 

looks upon the heathen at this day.
Arkansas.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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BAPTIST CHURCH UNITY AND DISCIPLINE.

EV K. P. MARRS, D. D., KY.--------------------

There is no [force so calculated to keep an organization in
tact as that of discipline. All societies originated by men have 
their rules »aifi^regulations which every member must strictly 
observe, if the best results would bf secured. Baptist Churches 
need most of all for their best development, a rigid but loving r 

' discipline. It must be remembered that there are churches 
many, but denominations one, with Jesus Christ our law-giver, 
“ One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism,” being all one in Christ 
Jesus. As a denomination we inscribe on our banners, “ The 
World for Christ," because we believe our principles to be built 
upon the doctrines of Christ and the Apostles. Thisbeing true, 
there ought to be perfect unity in our ranks. What the Baptist 
Churches do in Washington, D. C., under God, should be the law 
in all parts of the world. Christ said “ What I say unto one, I 
say unto all,” meaning the commandments given to one are bind
ing upon all his people. “Where there is union, there is 
strength this is as true in church life as in any other phase of 
existence.

In disciplining members our churches should be governed 
by the New Testament standard, in order that justice and equity 
be meted to all. If a member be excluded from one church, 
no other Baptist Church should receive him into its fellowship 
until he has made reconciliation with the church from which he 
was excluded. This is necessary to preserve church order and 
promote the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Being one 
family the act of exclusion or restoration must effect every mem
ber, therefore churches should seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in the discipline of their members that no mistakes be made, 
and peace and harmony be secured. *No public discipline should 
be administered until the 18th chapter of Matthew has been care

fully observed. This is the divine order. “ If thy brother tres
pass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone. If he shall hear thee thou hath gained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee then take with thee one or two more that 
hi the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab
lished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 
church. But if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican.”

Churches should be very careful that the first and second 
steps have been taken before grievances are broughtfor the ac-— 
tion of the whole church. By a strict observance of this order 
many church troubles will be avoided and peace, harmony, and 
church unity will be forever secured.

Agents wanted for this Magazine. w
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LEE-ISMS.
REV. G. W. LEE, D. D., WASHINGTON, D. C. .

—All men bear resemblance to some animal, the dog seems 
to have the premium.
------ —TTethatls untrue to -himself, warns others to shun his 
presence.

—Peace has been proclaimed by the angels, but the world 
has not yet proclaimed its acceptance.

—Th^ tabernacle of God will not descend to dwell with 
men, until men ascend to dwell with Christ.

—If Christ is the way, then faith and service tread the 
path.-

—A man's faith may be often known by the sacrifice he 
makes.

—Mari is the nearest creature to God, the image having 
been defaced by sin. we must look forward to Christ and not 
backward to Adam, to see the fulness of the glory.

—The Bible is God's directory and is a safe and unerring 
guide, with the Holy Spirit as a teacher.

—The divine mystery is that which is deep in cause and 
high in effect, even transcending human and angelic comprehen
sion—yet a tact to faith.

—Our hope of heaven must be measured by our obedience 
to Christ.

—While we as Baptists represent a principle, let us practice 
that principle.

—*' One Lord, One Faith and One Baptism," when brought 
into universal use, will make God's army one, in doctrine and 
practice. * '

—We are more in need of religious practice than we are of 
religious creeds.

—The millennial is the universal response to God:s call.
—Our actions are the fruit of the heart and tell without, 

what we are within.
Heaven is <}epth of love, height of peace and expanse of 

the divine pleasure.
—Strong castles cannot be built upon weak foundations.
—The praise ot friends can never make us more than we 

really are.
—Concealing faults never makes them virtues.

POETRY.

my UNCLE JOHN.

BV JOSKPH S. C0TTKR, LOUISVILLK. KV.

My Unde John was a character ;
Although the crafty neighbor raid

He never won a single spur, 
And jeered him after he was dead.

Yes, I have watched him night and day, 
bb» at hi. worst and

And candor bids me plainly say
That a rare man has gone o r

His worst was better than the best
Of many men who count them go , 

His best was good enough to test 
k^ricuft ntle.be mraerstood.

He .eem. to .land before me trow

^SeoauWebacrH-aom

He measured fully «>« feet tW° ;
. , was so lithe and sinewy, And was so

That none surpassed hi , At work or sport were good as he.

Hi. head TO" '“S' •»dO..tro.ia-‘b.t.prood«tblete

T b« ihey iwerfw M <m

And pierce your wearn
Mv Unde John would sometimes tell
My Uncie to Uy

How he «d father ^1,
Until they hear game way.Then just keep on the sen sam

ntle.be
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And how at night their father said: 
"Go out and rob that hickory tree 
Of two good limbs, and fix for bed,

Then come back here and settle with’me.”

And how they got up silently
From bed, and turned themselves around

Before the mirror, Just to see
How little of them was safe and sound.

Here he would pause then slowly say, 
There was but one who pitied him

In all the school. Bless her to-day ;
Her eyesore growing weak and dim.

The smile on Aunt Matilda’s face
Would slowly broaden on and on ;

And in it you could plainly trace 
What she still thought of Uncle John.

My father seemed to fall in love
With talking about his youthful bliss ;

Yet, somehow never told ns of 
A single thing concerning this.

My Uncle John would lecture us
From supper time to sleeping-time,

On boys who never made a fnss, 
And poets who just hated rhyme.

And when at last our eyes would close, 
And heads cease wobbling to-and fro ;

He’d dose and talk and talk and dose
As long as sleep would' let him go.

At other times he’d tell us stories
Of kings who lived on coral islands,

And sailed away in tiny dories',’
And conquered all the flats and high-lands.

And came back home and brought with'them 
The jewels war had made their own ;

And, by the way, a single gem
Was quite enough to build a throne.

My Uncle John, like all before him, 
Came to a point in life's great road

Where Mystery threw her mantle o’er him, 
And took him to his last abode.

While in the very throes of death 
He looked up at us smilingly,

And whispered with his latest breath :------ —____
"•Boys, have your own philosophy.”

May I, like Uncle John, look at
The skein of life with my own eyes;

And let no little this or that 
Blindfold me to its mysteries.

Although the neighbors sneer and say 
He never won a tingle spur, 

It still remains as clear as day
That Uncle John was a character.

MEDITATION.

Capers Frunoy Rogers.
Looking down from the heights of fame, 
On earth's broad and scattered plane; 
Retracing the steps once I trod, 
But never losing m / faith in God. 
Streams from full heart slowly trickling, 

Down the cheek of angered shade;
Joy, the grandest brooklet ripling, 

Sister of virtue—welcome maid, 
Stooping to learn why I am sad, 
Kisses my forehead and speaks, be glad. 

How I wonder, often wonder, 
And at times I’m forced to ponder, 
Thinking of Atlantean things, 
Of fairies, with angelic wings.
Of monsters of the sea and earth, 
Filling me with sorrow and mirth. 
Of the Narcissus’ fragrant fumes, 
And of muse’s most exquisite tunes. 
Then gazing to the world above, 
Whose trinkets shine the gleam of love, 
I would it’s distant bosom soar— 
Gain entrance at the palace door. 
Than wondering of the silent list, 

Who have long gone on before;
Ah 1 never more shall they exist, 

Fond guardians of the world no more.
Thoughts of earth are no more with them, 
Ne’er shall they be to themselves men.
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And how at night their father said: 
“Go out and rob that hickory tree 

Of two good limbs, and fix for bed,
Then come back here and settle with'me.”

And how they got up silently
___From bed, and turned themselves around 

Before the minor.just to see
How little of them was safe and sound.

Here he would pause then slowly say, 
There was but one who pitied him

In all the school. Bless her to-day;
Her eyes,are growing weak and dim.

The smile on Aunt Matilda’s face 
Would slowly broaden on and on ;

And in it you could plainly trace 
What she still thought of Uncle John.

My father seemed to fall in love
With talking about his youthful bliss ;

Yet, somehow never told us of 
A single thing concerning this.

My Uncle John would lecture us 
From supper time to sleeping-time, 

On boys who never made a fuss, 
And poets who just hated rhyme.

And when at last our eyes would close, 
And heads cease wobbling to-and fro ;

He’d dose and talk and talk and dose 
As long as sleep would let him go.

At other times he'd tell ns stories 
Of kings who lived on coral islands, 

And sailed away in tiny dories',’
And conquered all the flats and high-lands.

And came back home and brought with'them 
The jewels war had made their own ;

And, by the way, a single gem 
Was quite enough to build a throne.

My Uncle John, like all before him, 
Came to a point in life’s great road

Where Mystery threw her mantle o’er him, 
And took him to his last abode.

I
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While in the very throes of death
He looked up at us smilingly, 

And whispered with his latest breath: 
“Boys, have your own philosophy.”

May I, like Uncle John, look at
The skein of life with my own eyes;

And let no little this or that 
Blindfold me to its mysteries.

Although the neighbors sneer and say
He never won a tingle spur, 

It still remains as clear as day
That Unde John was a character.

MEDITATION.

Capers Frunoy Rogers.
Looking down from the heights of fame, 
On earth’s broad and scattered plane; 
Retracing the steps once I trod, 
But never losing m / faith in God. 
Streams from full heart slowly trickling, 

Down the cheek of angered shade;
Joy, the grandest brooklet ripliug, 

Sister of virtue—welcome maid, 
Stooping to learn why I am sad, 
Kisses my forehead and speaks, be glad. 

How I wonder, often wonder, 
And at times I’m forced to ponder, 
Thinking of Atlantean things, 
Of fairies, with angelic wings. 
Of monsters of the sea and earth, 
Filling me with sorrow and mirth. 
Of the Narcissus’ fragrant fumes, 
And of muse’s most exquisite tunes.
Then gazing to the world above, 
Whose trinkets shine the gleam of love, 
I would it’s distant bosom soar— 
Gain entrance at the palace door. 
Than wondering of the silent list, 

Who have long gone on before;
Ah I never more shall they exist, 

Fond guardians of the world no more.
Thoughts of earth are no more with them, 
Ne’er shall they be to themselves men.
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THE NEGRO’S APPEAL.
Rev. G. W. Hamlin,

Late Prof, in the Eckstein Norton University, Ky.
Have you heard the cry, that conies up from the plain, 
And goes sweeping and swelling o’er mountain and main ? 
On America’s shores from Atlantic to Gulf, 
ThesmartSouthern white trash, cannot get them enough 
Of the labor, of Afric’s freed sons ; —nor their cash, 
But must tincture their backs, O for shame ! with the lash, 
For stealing is fash’nable, here in the South.
What rights have the Negro ’—just shut your mouth.
Smothered groan", breaking forth from mother and son, 
Break the still air of night, all, weeping fpr one 
Whom the lynchers have murdered ; for their sport and their fun. 
O my God ! can these deeds be thus spread in the sun ?
Has the white man no sense of justice or law?
Must God’s judgments befall him, or vengeance appall, 
Before, from the Gulf, to the Atlantic’s blue sea, 
The Negro can say that he truly is free f

Sweep, 0 sweep ! ye wild winds ; carry up to the skies, 
The wrongs of the Negro, his teirs groans and cries: 
Bring into His presence, to the Bright Holy One, 
The black deeds of mis’ry done under the sun.
Ask, if these are His saints, who with fagot and blood, 
Fill the South with rapine, and adultery’s flood ? 
Then bring back a message of hope and delight, 
Telling the Negro to waitGod will yet set him right

What tho* an opinion or favor be sought, 
The response proves a terrible blow?

After giving the subject a serious thought, ~-----
If you mean no, say no.

Perhaps you felr you should not say yes, 
You’ll be considered unkind, or a foe,

And you will evade the truth by saying, “ 1 guess” 
If you mean no, say no.

~~ Amanwhosecharacter is so weak
As to think no, and not say so,--------- ---------

Lacks moral courage the truth to speak.
If you mean no, say no.

Be true to convictions of right and wrong,
A pure conscience can best dictate, you know, 

Rely upon that, you’ll become morally strong,
If you mean no, say no.

The world will be deprived of abundant deceit,
If this prolific seed you will sow,

And impart as a lesson to all whom you meet, 
If you mean no, say no.

Agents wanted!!I 
Good commission paid.

IF YOU MEAN NO, SAY NO.
Georgia A. Nance, EvansvhxB, Ind.

If you determine to do a thing or not,
You should decisively say so,

Tho’ you regret to impart to others their lot, 
If you mean no, say no.

The decision need not be unkind,
Fate may her shadows o'erthrow

Don’t say, “ I’ll see,” or " I’ll make op my mind,” 
If you mean no, say no.

Why keep others in dread or suspense
When to more propitious quarters they might go? 

And the request be granted, without any pretense?
If you mean no, say no.
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SERMONIC SECTION.

______________ THE GREAT COMMISSION.

Preached Before the Maryland Baptist State Conven
tion, May, 1894, Baltimcre, Md. Ordered 

to be Published in The Baptist Magazine.
Text And he said unto them, “ Go ye into all the world and preach 

the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark xvi. J5-15.

Jesus Christ came into the world to establish a new religion. 
At his advent the old religions had served their purpose. “ Ju
daism was to prepare salvation for mankind ; heathenism, man
kind for salvation. Judaism has supplied to the church the 
substance and divine reality; heathenism the human form and 
the culture—thp outward means for the development and carry- 
ingout the great work.” Judaism had completed or exhausted 
herself; it was the prophecy of Jacob while upon his dying bed. 
Blessing his children,he said, “ The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a law giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” This was 
verily the Shiloh promised by Jacob, “ The Prince of Peace,” the 
Everlasting Counsellor, upon whose shoulders was to be a great 
government. The religion of the old world was Palytheistic and 
effete. Man had out grown the then existing religions. 
Egypt had her Osiris, and her Isis, but they failed to give com
fort to the weary and the dying. Persia had her Zend-Avesta, 
(Fire-kindler, or Living Word). China her Confucius, but 
China was dying for the true word. India had her Buddha, and 
her Brahmin, which was but an intellectual religion. But the soul 
was starving for something upon which to feed.

Christ brought in the world, the Gospel, the God spell and 
the good tidings. In classical Greek it denotes, (1) the reward 
given to the messenger of glad tidings ; (2) the sacrifice offered 
up as a thanks offering for glad tidings; (3) the glad tidings 
themselves. Thus the word passed into the Greek of the New 
Testament, where it denotes the glad tidings of Jesus Christ. 
Said a great writer, “The Gospel is the fulfillment of every hope, 

the perfection of all philosophy, the interpreter of every revolu
tion, the key of every seeming contradiction in the physical and 
moral world. It is life and immortality. Since I have known the 
Savior everything is clear to my eyes. With him, there is no 
difficulty that I cannot solve.” At this time the world was 

ready, waiting.Augustus Caesar ruled the Roman Empire, under the 
aegis of whose power all nations and kindreds could look with 
hope and complacency—so much so, that the Apostle Paul took 
an appeal from Agrippa to Rome. • Education, music, sculpture, 
and painting had arisen to its acme. Indeed we are reminded of 
what Paul says, “ The letter killeth but the Spirit maketh alive.” 
Such then- was the condition of mankind, when the Son of God 
made his appearance into the world. It was Alexander the 
Great who gave to the whole world through his conquests, the 
Greek language, which was the universal language. All nations 
were brought as one great family speaking one great tongue. 
Rome ruled the world in Law; and Greece in 
thought. In preaching this Gospel, they were to teach the 
fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of mankind, and the im
mortality of the soul; and hence we find the Apostol Paul,about 
54 A. b., preaching in the chief city upon Mars Hill, in Athens, 
the unity of the races—the fatherhood of God—the immor

tality of the soul.The authority to send an ambassador, to a nation, is re
spected by the nation to which he comes, in proportion to the 
power which he has left behind him. For instance an ambassa
dor from Great Britian, France, Germany or Russia, is regarded 
by our country as of great force and moment. They are called 
first class missions or nations ; but the smaller governments are 
looked upon more with an eye of pity rather than of respect, 
while these four nations are held in the highest respect by 
diplomats. Now Christ sends out his ambassadors. They are 
“ envoys extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary.” The 
apostles were men chosen by Christ from the lower walks of 
life; they were uneducated men ; they had not taken any par
ticular training in philosophy, nor had they sat at the feet of 
Gamaliel, that learned doctor of the law. They were to succeed 
not in worldly ability, t>r attainments.but their success depended 
upon their close observance of the doctrine given them by Christ. 
Above all, we find them after the day of Pentecost making great 
sacrifices. They destroyed their worldly ambition. They e- 
stroyed their worldly honor and worldly aggrandizement. T ey 
gave up houses and lands, children and wives. Indeed, 
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he that would not forsake father and mother, houses and lands, 
and follow Christ was not worthy of him. Matthew left the 
receipt of customs, gave up all to follow Christ. Peter and John 
left their nets, to follow him. They were to be consecrated- 
The word consecrate, means to make holy, to set apart; they 
were to give themselves wholly to God. What were they to 
preach? They shall speak with new tongues as on the day of 
Pentecost. They shall take up serpents, and they shall not 
harm them; as Paul did, when upon the Isle of Malta; they— 
shall lay hands on the sick, and heal them, as Peter told the 
lame man to get up and walk. So they have wonderful powers, 
delegated to them. The trouble we have nowadays in preaching 
the gospel ^that men are preaching Anglo-Saxon civilization 
rather than the gospel or christiarwy. Let us analyze the differ
ence between Anglo-Saxon civilization and the gospel. The 
gospel says that all men sprang from one common origin. 
Anglo-Saxon civilization denies it. The gospel says, “ Therefore 
all things whatsoever ye would, that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them, for this is the law and the prophets.” This 
is the highest law of Christianity as taught by the founder of 
this new system.

Anglo-Saxon civilization says, “ Murder the Black Man,” a 
violation of the 6th Commandment, "Thou shalt not kill.” 
Anglo-Saxon civilization says, “ Steal all the land you can get 
from the Indian, from the Hawaiians, indeed from all the dark 
and weaker races,” in violation of the 8th Commandment, “ Thou 
shalt not steal.” It has debauched, and is still debauching our 
fair daughters and our fair sisters, in violation of the 7th Com
mandment, " Thou shalt not commit Adultery.” It is looking 
with covetous eyes on the far-off lands and on the isles of the 
sea, in violation of the 10th Commandment, “ Thou shalt not 
covet.” It has made gods of gold, and gods of silver, in viola
tion of the 1st Commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.” It has abused all the races of mankind, and even 
down in South Carolina there is a new philosopher who has just 
come upon tne arena, in that land of paradoxes, cyclones, mur
der and whiskey, who is now preaching that the Black Man did 
not descend from Adam. Adam was a white man. This is a 
violation of the 9th,Commandment, “Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor." In fine, Anglo-Saxon Civiliza
tion has trampled under foot the whole decalogue. It has ex
terminated the American Indian. It has entered into a treaty 
with the Chinese, and passed the perfidious law known as the 
‘ Geary Bill. It has gone to the Hawaiian Islands to preach 

the gospel and has robbed them of their land, and is now trying 
to enact oppressive laws. It has murdered and robbed the 
Negro, of this country, with impunity for the last 275 years. So 
far as the Anglo-Saxon Civilisation is concerned it may be com
pared to the religion of Buddha, Brafajtin, Confucius or Mahomet, 
for there is less Christianity in the Anglo-Saxon Civilization as 
practised than in these religious which are called heathen. Then 
brethren, let us preach Christianity and not Anglo-Saxon Civil- 
ization—Letus preach Christianity, and not Caucasian superi
ority, nor Confucianismy-nor Brahminism, nor Buddhism, nor 
Mohammedanism. Peter undertook to preach Judaism rather 
than Christianity and God converted him at once.

EDUCATED GOSPEL.
We are to carry out this gospel and education. I hope that 

I shall not be understood to mean that one is to preach Educa
tion, but that he is to preach an enlightened gospel, a gospel 
that is in harmony with education, one in which education shall 
be subordinate to the gospel. The Apostle Paul writing to his 
son, Timothy, uses these strong and forcible words, “ And the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also.” How can they preach unless they be sent ? and 
how beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth glad tidings ?

What we need to-day is consecrated ministers to preach a 
whole gospel. That gospel which brings the dead to life; which 
restores sight to the blind; which turns darkness to light; 
which changed Saul of Tarsus from a bloody persecutor to the 
mo.'t eloquent preacher that the world has ever heard; which 
changed Peter’s heart from a hater of the Gentiles to a lover of 
them; which compelled Phillip to seek the lost and benighted 

Eunuch.Brethren we are commissioned to preach this gospel. We 
are to educate the people in every way possible. In the South 
we are told that there are 19,489,150 persons, of that number 
there are 7,270,720 colored persons. What a vast field for mis
sionary work in our own native land, and among our own peo
ple. We are told that'we have'1,5 00,000 Baptists in the United 
States. Let me give the number of the colored denominations 

copied from H. K. Carrol:
Colored Baptists, - - - - 1,230,000
Colored Methodists, - 1,186,000

Colored Catholics, - - -Colored Presbyterians, - - * " 3*»5
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Colored Disciples,
Colored Congregational, ‘ - 
Colored Episcopalians,.

31,000
6,125
4.900

2,610,525

- 208,000
188,400

- 123,700
110,800

- 106,000
98,700

- 76,000

Total Colored Christians,
This is taken from the Forum, Sept., 1892.
Now let nie give the number_of Colored Baptists in the 

seven Southern States:
Virginia, 
Georgia, 
SoutKCarolina, 
Mississippi, 
North Carolina, 
Alabama, 
Kentucky,

Total,................................................................911,600
The North has spent vast sums -of money to educate our 

people and yet it is but a drop in the bucket. Let me give the 
amounts of money spent by the different denominations:
The Congregational, - - - $j 2,000,000

“ Methodists, .... 6,000,000
“ Baptists, ..... 3,000,000
“ Presbyterians, .... 1,250,000
" Friends, ..... i.ooo.ooo 

Slater Fund, .... - 1,000,000
Peabody Fund, - - - - - 2,000,000

This money is used to help but not wholly for the colored 
people. Hand gave $1,000,000. It is said the Southern States 
have spent $50,000,000 for our people since the war.

The Baptists gave $3,000,000 to educate the colored people 
in the South. The other denominations which number 1,380,- 
525 have given $20,250,000 and we, the Baptists, 1,500,000 in 
number have only given $3,000,000. Now you see my brethren 
what the Baptists must do. The South has a vast field for 
Home Missionary Work.

We are told the population of the world is about 1,400,000,- 
000 people. Of this number we have the following in im
portance :
Buddhists, - 503,000,000
Christians, - 375,000,000
Pagans, - - - _ 200,000,000

Brahmins, - - - . . 177,000,000
Mohammedans, - ■ - - - 170,000,000
Jews, ..... 7,000,000

Now this is what the gospel has to do. Each oF these 
religions must finally submit, to Christ It is said that when 
Constantine was marching at the head of a great army, he saw 
just above the horizon on a cross, above which was written these 
words, “ In hoc signo winces? By this sign thou shalt conquer.

—So by the sign of the cross must these vast peoples be brought to 
acknowledge that Christ is Lord. Not until then will man love 
his brother; will the lynchers of the South be civilized ; will the 
Anarchists learn to love law and order; will the Communists learn 
to labor honestly for his wealth; will the strong cease to oppress 
the weak ; will the rich cease to grind the last farthing from the 
poor; then will the “ Commonweal Armies," now led on by 
Coxey, Kelly and Swift marching upon the Capitol, learn to pro
ceed orderly with their grievances; will this Nation of ours, 
learn that the perpetuity of all governments i$ to do justice to its 
citizens-, will Buddha lead his vast numbers to Christ; will the 
Pagans throw away their false gods to the bats and moles and 
come to Christ; will Brahmin bring his great numbers to Christ; 
and Mahomet cease his false teaching; then will the debauched 
Jews cease to follow the teachings of the Rabbi’s, and the wilder
ness shall blossom, as a rose; and the desert bloom as a garden; 
and from the parched ground shall come forth waters abundantly.

Agents wanted! 11
Good commission paid.
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BAPTISM.

A Sermon Delivered Before the Virginia Baptist State Con- 
------------vention, May 1-894,-by Rev. Robert G. Adams,

North Danville, Ordered PublishedinBAP-
tist Magazine.

Mr^Presidcnt, Brethren of the Baptist State Convention of 
Va. ‘ t

I have been called upon to talk with you upon one of the 
doctrinal points which underlies the great structure of the Bap
tist Church, viz: Baptism.

It is common for superficial thinkers to denounce doctrines 
and in the same breath clamor for practical teaching. What is 
doctrine but teaching ? If one has nothing to teach us that is 
worth knowing, we having nothing for such a teacher to do.

In religion, as in science, there are fundamental truths, 
grand, sublime, and yet simple, which are the most practical of 
all teachings, because they underlie the whole system, and more 
than all else, they govern the man. Such are the doctrines of 
the Baptist Church.

All correct teaching concerning our life, our duty and our 
destiny, is most practical because it has in it the magnetism of 
the mightiest conceivable motive. If I have departed from the 
usual mode of sermonizing, by failing in the outset, to introduce 
my text, pardon me, I will try not fail to give the true mode of 
Baptism. My text’s are many, and will be pointed out during 
this discussion. The question that presents itself just here, is 
what is the true mode of Baptism ? To answer this question I 
desire to discuss it in three different parts.

. Before there can be a Baptism proper, under the New Testa
ment Scripture, there must be a Proper Administrator, a Pro
per Subject, and the Act performed in the proper manner.

A proper Administrator is one commissioned by the proper 
authority, to perform certain duties with certain parties in a pre
scribed manner. When the proper Administrator shall have dis
charged his duty entirely, then the performance is legitimately 
done.

The Baptism of the ,Baptist Church is Authentic. Proof of 
which you can find in the interview of Nicodemus and Christ 

Also the interview of the Priests and Levites of Jerusalem sent 
by the Jews to ask Christ. Who art thou ?

In the first interview you will find that Christ in his reply to 
certain questions relative to the Kingdom of God, said: “ Ex
cept a man be born of the water and of the spirit he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God.”

In the second, when he was called in question for his au
thority to Baptize, being not the Christ, said: “ he that sent me 
to Baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom thou 
shalt see the spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same 
is he which Baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.”---------- --- •_

This Baptism, as all will admit, was introduced by John the 
Baptist, sanctioned by Christ, and practiced by all the Apostles. 
Christ acknowledged the authority of John to Baptize by going 
to him, and John exercised this authority by performing the act, 
God in expressing his appreciation of what had been done, 
showing his approval of John’s authority, the heaven’s were 
opened, and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting upon him, and lo! a voice from heaven was heard, 
saying : “ this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Again I repeat, there must be a proper Administrator.

The next point to be considered is, who are the proper sub

jects for Baptism ?There is not connected with this discussion a more import
ant feature. The safe way to find the proper subjects upon 
whom an act is to be performed, is to find just the kind of sub
jects recommended by the proper authority.

We must look elsewhere than to the literal mean
ing of the word, to ascertain who are, according to the Scriptures, 
fit subjects for Baptism. We have already admitted that Christ 
is an authority, so listen to him while he discribes, in his great 
commission, Baptismal subjects. Mark xvi. 15-16.

“ Go ye into all the world, preach the gospel to every crea
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” He that 
believeth the Gospel, he that has faith in the good news and is 

Baptized, the same shall be saved.Thus you see there is an act to be performed by the subject 
before reaching Baptism, and that is the act of repentance. Be
fore a subject can repent he must reach the ageof responsibility, 
be able to think, to discriminate between right and wrong, good 
and evil, know that he is a sinner, and if he desires to be saved, 
he must first act through repentance and faith, then obey the 
command of our blessed Savior by allowing the proper Admims-
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trator to plunge him into the water.—apply the subject to the 
water, and not the water to the subject.

Nowhere in the Bible have we found that unconscious in
fants are fit subjects for Baptism.

On the day of Pentecost, when Peter preached, the people 
felt in their hearts and cried out “ men and brethren what shall 
we do ? ” The reply was, “ repent and be baptized every one of 
you.” N6~one with a sane mind will say the word repent is ap
plicable to unconscious infants.

When we come down to the Apostolic Age, and in the time 
of Christ you will find no instance where Infant Baptism was 
practiced.

Again,you will find in the same chapter, Acts N.4i,a reference 
made to the subjects of the Pentecostal Baptism, which reads 
thus: “ Then they that gladly received this word were Bap
tized." Thus we claim recipiency, repentance, faith and con
fession are prerequisites to Baptism, and unless one has received 
the Gospel, repented of his sins, has faith in the Holy Trinity 
and confesses all of these, he is not a fit subject for Baptism.

The next question that confronts us, is what is the true mode 
of Baptism, or Baptism as practiced in the Apostolical age.

If you would place into the hands of an intelligent mind the 
Bible, and take from him all secular matter; to what conclusion 
could he come? To none other than,that Baptism by immersion 
is the only proper mode.

It is true that the English word Baptize is from the Greek 
word Baptizo which means to immerse, dip, or plunge. All 
Greek Lexicons give this as the primary and ordinary meaning 
of the word. We know that Lexicons do not constitute the ulti
mate authority, yet their testimonies are valuable. When they 
fail to give the proper information and turn on the required 
light, then the only safe ground upon which you can stand, is 
usage.

John Calvin, a distinguished Pedobaptist said: “ Whether 
the person be wholy immersed, thrice or once, or whether water 
be poured or sprinkled upon him, was of a small importance 
and churches should be allowed to suit themselves in this 
respect, yet' said he, the very word Baptize signifies immersion, 
and it is certain that immersion was practiced by the Ancient 
Church.”

Dr. Geo. Campbell a noted Presbyterian, gives us to under
stand that both in Sacred Authors and Classical,iht word Baptizo 
signifies to dip, to plunge, to immerse. This is what Dr. Geo. 

Campbell says, and this is what we Bible Baptist say, and this is 
what we believe.When Dr. Jesus, was Baptized by the Wilderness John, you 
will find in Mat. iii. i6%after going down into the water, he went 
up straightway out of the water. Now before you can get out 
of a thing you. must get in, we known he was in because the 
Bible says he came out.When one has been brought to Christ, under the influence 
of this Bible, having been thoroughly saturated in its doctrines, 
the affinity between the person and the doctrines, is like unto the 
affinity between a duck and water. ------ ------—-----------

The Magnetism of Obedience and the Magnetism of Nature. 
It is the nature of a duck to like water, he must have a supera
bundance, or else he is not satisfied. It does not matter what 
old turkey hen warmed him into life, it does not change his 
duckish nature, he is a duck just the same. Just as soon as the 
little fellow gets so he can hoist his little wings, you will find 
him making his way to a pond of water.

Again, allow me to say, when one has been brought to 
Christ under the influence of this Bible, aside from all else pro-, 
duced by man; in obedience to the command he will exclaim ; 
‘‘ Oh, carry me to the water to be baptized,” and in order to have 
the act performed in the proper manner he will say to a proper 
administrator; "Beneath the liquid waves plunge me," that I may, 
like Jesus, come straightway up out of the water, that I may 
emblematically set forth my death to sin, and resurrection to 
newness of life, in repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.Brethren of the Baptist State Convention of Virginia, as 
Ambassadors of God, upon your respective fields, of labor and 
wherever your lot is cast in this life, preach in of advocacy this 
doctrine, let men know that you are not a believer in a multipli
city of modes of Baptism, but that you believe in the teaching of 
the Bible. “ One Lord, one faith and one Baptism." To do thisj 
some will say that you are preaching that Baptism is essential to 
salvation, let them say, men have always had their sayings, and 
they always will Have them, but give them to understand one 
thing, that it is essential to obedience, because Christ has com
manded it, and it is the duty of every one to be obedient to his 
command. Teach them the path marked out from earth to’heaven 
by Christ, is to emerge from beneath the liquid waves.



197

EDITORIAL SECTION.

___ OUR POLICY.~

In the last decade the great Baptist family has made 
wonderful strides toward a more perfect organization of all its 
forces, and in the accomplishment of this end has discovered an 
amw of strong men in its midst, whose literary ability is un- 
quesnonable and the productions of whose pens take first rank 
in the world of letters.

That we should preserve a denominational literature which 
shall be exponential of the best thought and indicative of our 
grasp upon all subjects, affecting humanity in general and Negro 
Baptists in particular, should not appear strange ; that our efforts 
to bring into prominence the most advanced thought and stamp 
this busy age with its hallowed impress ; that we should invite 
from seclusion the scholar and theologian the poet and historian, 
the scientist and Christian philosopher with kindred spirits, whose 
erudition might have been wasted like “ fragrance on the desert 
air ; ’’ that we should aim to keep, by this method, Baptists, in 
touch with other denominations, introducing their men of 
strength and character to the brethren, setting forth their dis
tinctive principles, and modestly displaying the vast work being 
wrought for God and humanity, needs no apology. These are 
worthy objects. To accomplish these, the Baptist Magazine is 
published.

It is the organ of Negro Baptists in the United States, the 
peculiar possession of no section, the instrument of no particu
lar class, the representative of no exclusive school of thought, 
but the common property of all the people, the palladium of 
those principles and practices which differentiate Baptists from 
all the world and which have made them the “ sect everywhere 
spoken against.”

In its publication we shall be conservative in the discussion 
of general subjects, inviting no useless controversy, and stirring 
no strife in the hearts of those with whom it may become our 
duty to occasionally cross swords; but we shall also be firm in 
placing the denominational tenets squarely before the world, 
aiming, first, last and all the time, to stimulate pride in our doc
trines by intelligent discussion and charitable controversy.

We congratulate Rev. Dr. Anderson, of Indiana, on his 
recent victory over the L. and N. Railroad Company, against 
whom a suit was brought testing the constitutionality of the 
separate coach law of Kentucky. The decision of Judge Barr of 
the federal court of that state was according to law and equity. 
Kentucky should, feel proud of such an able and impartial jurist

The colored people of that state have taught the world an
other lesson, as to the power of organization. From the begin
ning every-sectioncombined, in an organized effort to overthrow 
this relic of barbarism,this blot -upon the escutcheon of Ken
tucky’s fair name, this monument to the ignorance and prejudice 
of a brainless and pusilanimous legislature, and the result is seen

. in this magnificent victory.
W. B. Johnson, D. D., managing editor of the Baptist 

Magazine : “ We mean this magazine simply for the colored 
Baptists. We will not admit an article from a white person— 
not one.” A white man asked: “ If T were to write you some
thing and pay in money for its insertion, would you put it in?” 
Dr. Johnson : “ I might print it as an advertisement, but only as 
such.” The white Baptists, North and South, have never been 
willing to support such a magazine as Dr, Johnson is publishing. 
We wish him abundant success.—Religious Herald, Richmond, Va.

The foregoing is a clipping of what we said at the Virginia 
Baptist State Convention. It is more remarkable for what it 
excludes than what it includes. The Magazine is intended to 
preserve a distinctive literature for Negro Baptists. We do not 
admit an article from the pen of a white man, not because of pre
judice, nor desire to draw the color line, nor antagonism towards 
any of his existing organizations. But from a desire to be con
sistent with the purposes that brought the magazine into exist

ence.The American Negro has been shut out of the magazine 
world. He has barely any literary record. He is a thinker, 
and knows how to express his thoughts on paper, but the world 
does not know this, and cannot, because he has had no medium 
through which to Speak. Just as other nations have made 
special literary records, so he must contribute substantially to 

this side of his character.Dr. Dickenson cannot make us saj? what we did not say, 
nor will any attempt to distort our meaning help to put us in 
bad repute with our white brethren. We are not expecting to 
be supported by them particularly and don’t think they expect 
us to be everlastingly crying at their feet for help. They do

—
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think however, that after over a quarter of a century of philan
thropic effort in our behaff, we should have developed enough 
strength of manhood to help ourselves.

We thank the Doctor for his good wishes and can only say 
if grace, grit and greenbacks play any part in bringing success 
to an enterprise, we will get our share.

With each additional strike anotherevidence is given of the 
growing sentiment against corporations. Strikes are deplorable 
under any circumstances, but they are made necessary by the 
arrogance and inhumanity of employers.

JVasent conditions make it necessary that one part of the 
world srrall work for the othfr, but they also demand a just and 
equitable dealing with each other, in order that contentment 
and general prosperity may follow.

Neither wage-earners nor employers can claim absolute 
independence of each other, for neither is self-reliant, each owing 
the other a duty, which is prerequisite to prosperity.

The argument that wage-earners need not accept employ
ment, where terms are unsatisfactory, is as fallacious as that 
employers have a right to cease hiring wage-earners whenever 
caprice impels them.

Every labor trouble is the result of grinding wages, the demand 
for longer hours and less pay, with harder task. The laborer is 
aware that the prosperity of his employer is largely the product 
of his brawny'arm. He knows this vital relation can be enlarged 
and made more productive in proportion as he receives a 
liberal compensation in wages.

It is said labor creates wealth, but this should be supple
mented with the fact that it also consumes its own product. 
Eight-tenths of the products of farm, mine, and factory, are 
secured and consumed by people engaged in manual labor. 
Wage-earners are the principle consumers of all commodities, 
and for this reason, public sympathy should be given to all who 
fight against reduction of wages. We should stop encouraging 
corporations, in their attempt to make themselves richer and the 
poor, poorer, and give to the plodding sons of toil, our immedi
ate and unceasing co-operation.

We regret to record the resignation of Rev. Dr. Garnett 
from the presidency of the State University of Kentucky. Dr. 
Garnett ranks among the ablest educators- of the race, and has 
fully sustained his very excellent reputation as the executive 
head of that institution. In the administration of its affairs, in 

bringing up the standard of its curriculum, he has succeeded 
where many others would have utterly failed. That there have 
been difficulties and misfortunes none will deny, but the hand 
that guided was that of a master, and the will that directed was 
indomitable. It is to be regretted that there should be such a 
lack of co-operation op the part of somebody, such an indiffer
ence born of personal animosity, as to make it necessary for an 
educated Christian gentleman like Dr. Garmett to sever his con
nection from an institution like the State University. We con
gratulate the doctor on hTs~ dignified-stand.-and_hold up his 
example to others as worthy of emulation. He has made a place- 
in the hearts and affections of not only the students who sat at 
his .feet but of the denomination in Kentucky and throughout 
the country.

THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT CARNOT.
The assassination of the President of the French Republic 

is one of those appalling events that sehds a thrill of horror 
throughout the civilized world. It is not an isolated case of its 
kind in history. Not a few rulers and great men have been 
murdered by fanatics, or lunatics for personal, political and other 

reasons.America has twice bowed in grief at the loss of its chief 
excutive slain by an assassins hand. We must attach more 
significance to such a deed than the mere ending of a human 
life, for the rights and liberties of the people have been violated, 
by the destruction of their chief representative,—the life that for 
the -time was the common heritage of all the people, and there
fore their best andjiighest exponent.No one of the victims of political assassination, has been a 
tyrant or a man whose private career centered upon himself the 
animosity of political antagonists. All have been men of char
acters, conspicuously gentle, with convictions remarkably liberal. 
Lincoln was the broadest minded and least vindictive statesman 
of his time; Alexander II, was killed at the very threshold of a 
grand career of liberal reform; there was certainly nothing in 
the Christian character of the immortal Garfield, to explain a re
sort to assassination and never had a man done less to deserve 
such a fate than the modest, upright, patriot and gentleman, 
Sadi Carnot.But from this untimely death, as from that of Lincoln and 
Garfield, will result a deeper conviction to the cause for which it 
stood and the two Republics will be drawn the closer by this 

common sorrow. » 4
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French hostility to the Italians was for a moment inflamed, 
but the Anarchists have no nation save themselves, and the 
noblest and best sequel to President Carnot's death would be the 
concerted action among all governments to put down forever 
these enemies to society.

While his death in France is regarded as an irremediable 
-------national loss, it cannot disastrously affect the stability of republi

can institutions, it may cause such a restriction upon liberty as 
will throw back the progress of self government for a short 
period, yet this is all it will do.

We have always believed that the people of a free govern
ment are in possession of the means to remedy any and every 
evil, that tertemporize with issues, which antagonize our institu
tions, must only end in the most distressing results to a nation 
like ours ; it is the duty of the American people to arise in the 
might of or patriotic manhood and drive from our shores, these 
invaders of the peace and prosperity of the grandest people on 
earth.

In the death of President Carnot, a great cause has lost a 
great advocate.

“OUR NATIONAL MEETINGS.”

The time has come when our National Meetings should be
come more than a gathering of brethren from afar, for exchange 
of Christian greetings and interchange of views. The eyes of an 
intelligent membership are upon these meetings, and they have 
failed to see such material results as the least exacting would 
expect.

We should develope into something substantial; get one 
object before us and when we have made that an assured success 
pass to something else. Everybody cannot be a leader, but 
nearly everyone may be a faithful follower contributing his part 
honestly and conscientiously to any enterprise or object that 
will help the denomination to do a more effective work in the 
future.

It seems to us that what we need is a concentration of all 
, our forces, in the support of denominational enterprises, the giv

ing of these distinctive operations; the right of way in our 
churches, associations and conventions.

“ Keep it before the people ” is the only shibboleth that will 
bring success, we do not mean the booming but the beneficial 
results of supporting our general, work, is what is to be ever 
before us.

We should bear in mind that every dollar paid to the Maga
zine is so much contributed toward the dignity of the Baptist 
denomination; so much co operative force that perpetuates the 
great work ia which we are engaged.

We must bring up more money to the National Convention, 
if we-expect to control a publishing house or keep breath in a 
quarterly periodical.We cannot afford to put ourselves on record as halfway 
supporting the Baptist Magazine. We must have something 
to which we may point with pride/as our highest literary criter
ion, comparing more than favorably with others. We have no 
fear about living as a quarterly ; our fear is that the denomina
tion may be blamed for not giving a heartier support to what is 
destined to do more in giving literary character and prestige to 
Negro Baptists than anything established since emancipation.

We are often asked can you live ? We answer, certainly, 
though it should not be a question of living but the manner of 
living. Whether our living reflects favorably or not upon a mil
lion and a half of Baptists. It should not be a question of 
quarterly appearance, but whether we are developing the strength 
of these scattered forces to do more than “ eke out an existence.” 
Have we a sufficently large income from these great members to 
secure a plant and real estate, so we may have influence among 
monied men. .There is a grand opportunity before Negro Baptists, not to 
antagonize any body, not to croak and fret and fume, not to 
offer resolutions and make windy speeches, but to stand erect 
and show to the world racial and denominational backbone.

We need a few more men among us who don’t care a snap 
for honors and position, but who just love the grand old prin
ciples of our denomination enough to make sacrifices of time, 
talent, money, all—to put them within reach of every man and 
woman upon God’s footstool..The Baptist Magazine believes them to be in existence and 
will bend every energy towards bringing them to the front; they 
may not.be degreed nor diplomaed by institutions, their voices 
may not be heard often at the National Meetings, but they are 
the supporters of every work to which the denomination puts its 
hands and can be depended qpon to continue their co-operation.

We shall hail them on every occasion with joy.

Agents wanted 111 
Good commission paid.
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A SPECIAL OFFER,
I. To every pastor, member or friend, sending in the names 

of six new cash subscribers, we will send the Magazine free, for 
two' years or for every six will make your friend a subscriber for 
two years.

* 2. Every person sending in the names of four new sub- 
-scrihers, will receive a life-size photo-lithograph of Dr. Simmons.

3. To every person sendiirg the names of- seven cash sub
scribers, we will send the Magazine for two years and a picture 
of Dr. Simmons.

4. Every person selling twenty-five copies, we will make a
subscaibA^for two years and present a copy of Dr. Simmons 
photograph. f

5. To every person selling fifteen copies, we will Send a life
size photograph of Dr. Simmons.

We desire to return thanks to Rev. Dr. Anderson of In
diana, for a club of suscribers, nine in number, sent us, with the 
assurance that with each issue he will do the same. If more 
brethren would do this they would show their faith by their 
works. Come brethren lets hear from you !!

DR. PHILIPPS HONORED.
Distinction of race and previous condition of servitude were 

pleasantly ignored, and real merit and ability recognized at the 
Baptist Minister’s Conference of Phila. recently, when Rev. Wm. 
H. Philipps D. D., pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church and a special 
contributor to the Baptist Magazine, was elected President.

Dr. Philipps is to be congratulated as the only Afro-Ameri
can who has ever held such a high find honorable position in 
Phila. He has made a grand record since he left the District of 
Columbia, in every respect. The Magazine has always had an 
interest in him and takes this method to wish him success. The 
example of the brethren in the city of Brotherly Love is worthy 
the emulation of some others, who so easily forget that the Afro- 
American is a man and a brother.

The Virginia Baptist State Convention closed a very har
monious and profitable session in the month of May. Rev. H. 
H. Mitchell, D. D., the able and affable president, presided with 
grace and dignity. The reports show progress in all the objects 
of the convention’s work. The Magazine was given every en
couragement and secured many subscribers.

We note with pleasure that the able and indefatigable 
worker and eloquent orator, Rev. L. G. Jordan, of Union Baptist 
Church, Phila., has been nominated for Congress by the Prohibi
tion Part}’ of Pennsylvania. Rev. Jordan will make a good run 
and we hope will be elected. "He is abundantly capable of repre
senting his district and has a claim upon, not only white men’s 
votes but pre-eminently those of black men. It speaks well for 
Rev. Jordan to be so highly honored. He is pastor of a large 

. church and for many years has published the Christian Banner.
His record is beyond reproach and the race will never regret his 
election. ,~ “ ~

.We are profoundly grateful to our contemporaries for the 
many expressions of goodwill, and the hearty endorsement given 
the National Baptist Magazine. The good opinions of such 
excellent and trustworthy race journals as the incomparable New 
York Age, the independent and intrepid Richmond Planet, the 
orthodox and able American Baptist, the true and tried Georgia 
Baptist, the strongly edited Philadelphia Tribune, Afro-American 
and Christian Banner, with many others, as well as the friendly 
interest of our local contemporaries, the Bee and Colored Amer
ican convinces us that we have a quarterly which meets the ap
proval of some of the best journalists connected with the race. 
We make haste to tender our thanks for the generous words of 
praise and substantial support given us in our humble effort to 
publish a magazine representative of the intellect, race pride and 
enterprise of one of the most powerful Negro denominations in 

the world.
The New England Missionary Convention convened in 

Brooklyn, N. in June, with Concord Baptist Church. Pastor 
Dixon and his good people took excellent care of the large del
egation and made everybody feel happy. Rev. R. A. Motley is 
president. We were given an opportunity to present the claims 

of the Magazine.
------- J---- ~-  -

We visited the Maryland Baptist State Convention, and 
were royally entertained by Dr. Johnson’s good people. The 
convention consolidated with the District of Columbia, thus 
broadening its fields and becoming more effective as an evange
lizing agency. President Reed makes an excellent presiding 
officer. A Union Baptist Church is always ahead in the grace 
of giving and Christian hospitality.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION.

—------ ------------ JAMES H. GARNETT.

Jas. H. Garnett, D. D., was born in the state of Georgia, in 
1852. Early in life he made New York city his home where he 
was regenerated and united with the Abyssinian Baptist Church 
from which he uBs^gJjsequently ordained. He pursued a course 
of study in Oberlin College Ohio, wheif he spent seven years 
taking a classical course and graduating with the degree A. B. 
Out of a class of thirty-two all white but himself, Mr. Garnett 
stood fifth and carried off the palm as the best orator of the day. 
He also took a three years course at the Union Theological 
Seminary, Morgan Park, Ill. He was the only colored man in 
his class and as orator stood first. He was then secured by the 
trustees of Arkansas Baptist College to be its president, where 
he remained two years and did an excellent work severing his 
connection with this institution under the unanimous protest of 
the trustees. He left Arkansas to take charge of Guadalupe 
College, Seguin, Texas, where he remained four years. His ad
ministration being marked with a success that surpassed the 
most sanguine expectations of his best friends. While in Seguin 
he served two years as principal of the public schools and in 
that capacity endeared himself to all classes of the people ; From 
Texas he was called to the presidency, of the State University of 
Kentucky, where he did a greater work than in any of his pre
vious positions. He has just resigned this honored position car
rying with him the love and affection of students, trustees, and 
all classes of people. As an organizer Dr. Garnett ranks among 
the best, having the special faculty of awakening sympathy, 
arousing interest and stirring the emotions of the people, con
vincing them that he is commissioned of God. It is said of him 
that he is learned, but as plain as a farm hand. Dr. Garnett is 
just in the meridian of life,and is supported by an amiable and 
talented wife. As a preacher he is earnest, logical, clear and 

' effective. As a teacher he is lucid, interesting, and loved by his 
pupils. As a gentleman scholarly, dignified and unassuming.

ii

JAMES H. GARNETT. D. D.
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W. H. ANDERSON, D. D.

W. H. Anderson, D. D., was born in Vigo County, Ind, * 
1843. His oldest sister being his first instructor taught him to 
read, thus instilling in him a desire for an education; subsequently 
his parents sent him to a “subscription school,” where he learned 
lessons of perseverance that have stood him well in later years. 
In 1864 he enlisted in the army and served in the 13th Regiment, 
United States Colored Infantry until the close of the war.

On his return home he married Miss Sarah J. Steward, May 
31, 1866. September of the same year he was regenerated and 
united with the church, of which Rev. Lewis Artis was pastor, 
from whom he received much of his religious training. He 
entered the ministry as a licentiate March 12, 1870. His first 
field of labor was at Rockville, Ind., from which place he went 
to Lost Creek Baptist Church, in March, 1871.

In 1872 he was appointed general missionary for the state. 
Many of the churches plantled by him being the most flourish
ing in Indiana, he having made a magnificent record as. a zealous 
worker and a powerful organizer.

In 1873 he took charge of the Third Baptist Church in 
Terre Haute, where he erected a beautiful house of worship and 
built up a fine congregation. He continued with.this church 
until October, 1882, when he resigned to take charge of Mac- 
Farland Chapel, Evansville, Ind. Here he found an averaged 
sized congregation of devout Christians, with, no place of worship 
except the Court House. To-day MacFarland Chapel has 
acquired property equalled by no congregation in Southern 
Indiana, popularly located and adorned with a beautiful church 
edifice.

Dr. Anderson is a model pastor, being devotedly loved by 
the young and especially the old of his congregation, with gil 
classes and races. No pastor is more popular than he. He has 
been repeatedly honored with high positions by the National 
Baptist Convention, and is one of the most ardent friends and 
untiring workers for The Baptist Magazine. He enjoys the dis
tinction of being the first colored Baptist Minister in Indiana to 
receive the degree of doctor of divinity, which was conferred by 
the State University of Kentucky in 1889.

The recent decision of Judge Barr of the Federal Court of
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Kentucky, in the case of W. H. Anderson vs the L. & M. Rail
road, deblaring unconstitutional the separate coach law, has 
rendered Dr. Anderson prominent as a leader, giving him a 
national reputation. He is now planning for the wiping out of 
some of the obnoxious laws on the statute books of the great 
and historic state of Indiana.

A Christian minister, a talented gentleman, a true citizen, 
and an honest man-is the universally loved and respected W. H. 
Anderson.

Agents wanted’!!!
Good commission paid.
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R. P. ARMISTEAD, PH. B.

The subject of engraving and sketch presented herewith, is 
a product of Virginia, and was born in Buckingham County of 
that state, June 30, 1865. Early in his career his parents moved 
to Bedford County, where young Armistead had thb advantage 
of the meager facilities of a public school, such as were in vogue 
for the education of the colored youth of that time. Later he 
entered Lynchburg High School from which he graduated in 
1883 with honors.

Mr. Armistead has always been a fiqm friend and ardent sup
porter of Hon. John M. Langston, and made many eloquent efforts 
for the furtherance of the latter’s political ambitions both in 1888 
and 1890. In 1889 upon applying for admission to the Boston, 
Massachusetts law school, he was granted the senior class upon 
examination.

The Professor has been successively and successfully a 
jubilee singer of considerable prominence, a lawyer and a college 
professor, the latter vocation seeming to be his by natural ten
dencies, as he is a born mathematician and for a number of years 
has taught with great success higher mathematics in the Vir
ginia Seminary.

In 1890 he was married, and during the same year was ad
mitted to the practice of law in Amelia and surrounding 
counties.

It is the pleasurable purpose of the Baptist Magazine to 
set before the eyes of young colored Americans the remarkable 

■' ’career of this young orator, trusting that none will hesitate to

R. P. ARMISTEAD, Ph. B.
emulate such a worthy example, for his rapid rise to prominence 

. in the educational and political world bespeaks inherent energy 
and worderful natural abilities and we feel the utmost confidence 

£/ in his fidelity to purpose and ultimate appearance before fame.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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The History of the English Bible.
By Prof. T. Harwood Pattison, D. D.

12 mo, 288 pp.
T'-tilly Ill-a.stra.ted..

Price $1.25.
The first edition of this book was exhausted in ten days. The third edition is 

now on p ess. Pr .f. Pattison tells us the story of the Engltsh Bible tn a manner as

The New Directory for Baptist Churches.
By Rev. E. T. Hiscox, D. D.

16 mo, 604 pp.

It is not expected that this will take the place of the works by the same author, 
namely—" The Short Method,'' • Star Book,” • Standard Manual,” etc., but it sup
plement* these, giving the salien. features of each and yet being more comprehen
sive than anv one of them. It is a work essential to all ministers, and to all whj 
desire the fullest information in regard to the polity, the faith of our denomination, 
and the most correct guidance in the application o' our principles. It is published 
in good shape, on good paper with good binding, and is tn every respect the best 
book of its kind in existence.

“ Th-.- wide circula ion ol this work in our churches, and its careful study by 
pastors and private memliers, would do much to promote an ntelligent faith in our 
distinctive principles.”—The ll'ate/iman.

The Annotated Paragraph Bible.
Bible and Commentary Combined.

Price $7.00.
Giving in a small compass, m a condensed, but at the same time convenient 

and popular form, the substance of what the learning and piety of successive ages 
have contributed to the elucidation of the Word of God. A most useful Gift Book 
for the Reference Librarv of i Clergyman, Teacher or any other Bible Student.

A Short History of the Baptists.
By Henry C. Vedder.

A marvel of comprehensiveness The style is lucid and direct.
Price 60 cents ; formerly 90 cents.
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