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National B.aptist Magazine
QUARTERLY.

W. BISHOP JOHNSON, D. D. Managing Editor.

OFFICE, 445 FOURTH ST., N. E.

cb. C., 9Tou. 1. I899,
z

I
Dear Brother:— w

The .Publishing Committee of the National Baptist Magazine, 
desires to establish a "Contingent Fund” to provide against all financial embar
rassments in publishing the Quarterly, to fit up an office worthy the de
nomination and help the management in the conduct of this worthy enterprise 

Knowing yotir love for the denomination we address you and others this 
personal letter with the request that you aid, in either of the ways indicated

ist—Send us in the next sixty days your cash subscription of S5.00 for 
five years and thus save Si.25, at the same time assisting us, or

2nd—Send us in the next sixty days your cash subscription of 53.00 for 
three years, or

3rd—Send us at once the name of any person in your congregation or 
city who you believe will do either the first or second or

4th—Send us three cash subscribers at once.
We want financial aid at once. This is the first enterprise the Negro 

Baptists have ever attempted and can be worthily supported by only a small 
personal sacrifice.

Will you help us? Send word at once. We will publish your names as 
the money is received, in the "American Baptist" of Kentucky.

Yours for Christ and the Denomination,
W. BISHOP JOHNSON, Managing Editor.
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COLORED CHURCHES AN EXPERIMENT.

BY REV. M. W. GILBERT, A. M., 

President Florida Baptist Academy.

(Continued from last numberl)

The demagogue in the pulpit is readily known by these 
symptoms : he has no interest in the spread of the kingdom be
yond his immediate vicinity ; he believes the kingdom of heaven 
is established to give him a living; he is not careful as to the 
means selected to further his ends and to advance his popularity; 
he delights in a law-suit, as though the kingdom of Christ were 
to be advanced by the sword of justice; he is very popular with 
the sisters and is a stout defender of woman’s rights in times of 
trouble ; whenever an effort is made to oust him, he cries “ per
secution,” and appeals for sympathy by preaching from the text, 
“ Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears ; ” he believes his field of operation, his world, is his own 
immediate church and vicinity, having little confidence in his 
call and faith in the Almighty to give him a new field; he never 
fails to cause a permanent division in the church, resulting in a 
hostile new organization and generally leaves behind him a 
church debt and lawyer’s fees upon the shoulders of the church; 
he never leaves a church until he is absolutely compelled to do 
so, and then an angel must lead him out of the city.

3. In this ecclesiastical experiment we may also observe 
the too ready and willing toleration of bad men in the ministry. 
The prevailing opinion among us seems to be that the good 
men of the denomination are not accountable to God for the
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kind of ministers his people are to hear. We are all, preachers 
as well as others, accountable to Him with whom we have to do 
for the kind of association we have. “ Now we command you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition which he received of us. A man is utterly 
unfit to be a bishop of the Lord’s flock, unless he is “blameless,” 
“ sober,” “ of good behavior,” “ no striker.” “ Moreover he must 

have a good report of them that are without.”It is a terrible reproach upon the religious organizations of 
the colored people tltatchurch wrecker, the pulpit dema
gogue, and the unabashed adulterer, are oftentimes the men most 
readily honored with official positions, the good men timidly 
fearing to protest for the sake of a delusive peace, the bad being 

persistent and demonstrative in achieving their purposes.
4. It is moreover *to be observed that another weakness in 

our organizations consists in the cherishing of an unholy ambi
tion for ecclesiastical power. It is continually a question in our 
religious assemblies of “ Who will be the greatest in the king
dom of heaven.” The.precepts, He who would be greatest let 
him be servant, and in honor preferring one another, are most 
generally disregarded. On the contrary it is common to observe 
one of us canvassing among friends for the petty position of 
Moderator of an association, or President of a state convention. 
This is utterly opposed to the spirit of Christ, contrary to the 

Scriptures, and is precisely the spirit of the world.
5. Hasty and inconsiderate ordinations of unfit men for the 

ministry. The order of Paul, “ Lay hands suddenly upon no 
man, is rarely obeyed, and in violation thereof, ignorance in
stead of aptness to teach is raised to the pulpit and venality and 

vice are often set up as ensamples to the flock.
6. The toleration of dissensions in Baptist churches and 

their subsequent unholy splits 'is a grievous fault among us.
“ There are very few associations among us that would refuse to 

recognize in their fellowships rival and hostile congregations 
only a few yards apart, congregations that ought to be one, both 
of which being unable apart to properly care for a pastor. This 

thing weakens us and renders us a reproach to the enemy. We 
must at once call a halt. The multiplication of feeble churches, 
particularly in the territory of the mother- church and where 
they are powerless to do effective work is an abuse of Baptist 
independence and a disgrace to the * council that countenances 
such a condition.

7. While discussing the faults observable in this great 
experiment, it may not be amiss to call attention to that mani
fest one of the oppressive and extravagant meeting house. A 
poor people almost baptized into pauperism vieing with the 
wealthy white man—free for centuries—in building meeting 
houses. We have exchanged the lash of the task-master for the 
spiritual tyranny of the expensive, extravagant and gaudy meet
ing house. We have no objection to a neat meeting house’ in 
keeping with the condition of our people. But we are deter
mined to imitate the white man drunk or sober. We need to 
learn that the kingdom of God is within us and consists not in 
signs and observations ; that the true worship of Jesus does not 
consist in a very expensive house of worship, but in the devotion 
and service of our souls. The craze for fine meeting houses is 
upon us. State missions, home missions, education, must go to 
the dogs for the present. Africa and lost souls must wait fifteen 
or twenty years, until the debt is paid and the mortgage 
removed.

8. Other defects among us may be mentioned but 
I shall briefly call attention to the following manifest ones: j(i) 
the improper and unscriptural conception of the Lord’s Supper, 
giving rise to the practice of carrying the bread and wine to 
individuals sick at home, as though the Lord’s Supper was with 
us a sacrament instead of a simple commemorative ordinance.

* There must be a “ coming together ”-of the church, a “ tarrying 
one for another,” to warrant the proper observance of the Supper. 
It is a church ordinance, not that of an individual. See I Cor. 
xi. 33*34- This error of Episcopacy and Romanism must be 
destroyed from Baptist Churches, root and branch. (2) The! 
aping of paedobaptists in a few of our Southern States in the 
custom of “ blessing ” infants by ministers is a grievous wrong
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and smells of sacerdotalism. A good Baptist is one who con
fines his traditions and practices to the commands of Christ and 
the precepts and practices of his apostles. If infant baptism is 
indefensible, so is infant blessing. The custom deprives Baptists 
of argument and renders us inconsistent. “ Teach them to 
observe whatsoever I have commanded you." To do otherwise is 
to forfeit our position as Baptists and give our distinctive glory 
to others. (3) Excessive emotionalism in our preaching and 
worship. This is a misfortune. The general opinion is preach-' 
ing is not preaching unless attended with unusual excitement 
and demagogical^ppeal to the animal feelings of our hearers, as 
though God were the author of confjfcion or took delight in it. 
In closing it may be well to say that discouraging as these faults 
seem to be, yet we are by no means pessimistic. As this experi
ment continues we believe our sanctification will advance. The 
Lord has his eyes upon his church. The cure of our defects 
will consist in a free and open Bible for all, for the pulpit and the 
pew ; the deep, spiritual, and reverential study of God’s word ; a 
higher conception of a call to the ministry and the transcendent 
responsibilities it involves; and the increasing intelligence of the 

masses of our people.

Nge&is Wanted for the Magazine.

SINGLE-HANDED EFFORT.

Read before the National Baptist Educational Convention, Sep
tember 18th, Montgomery, Alabama.

BY REV. ROBT. MITCHELL, A. M., 

Bowling Green, Kentucky.

History has its irregularities, its pigmies and its giants as 
the earth has, but age makes the man. Jefferson was great be
cause he caught the age at its flood and rode with it to the crest 
of the wave, he was a fit to the demands of his times. ,

Men do indeed react on the age which has made them, but 
only as a ball rebounds with an impetus previously given.

Now and then when the occasion is ripe a man appears who 
so effectually represents the spirit of his times that in him the 
age is crystalized. It is he, who so identifies himself with the 
progress of mankind, that his biography becomes a fixed chapter 
in history.

Aristotle invented the science of logic as effectually as Jef
ferson founded the Democratic party, or Bismarck created the 
German Empire. They began and completed their work. If 
they have left anything undone succeeding generations have 
been as impotent to add to their work as were the artisans of 
Arabia with all their skill and labor to complete the unfinished 
window of the palace called into existence by Aladdin in one 
night. From a single brain these spirits of a higher order have 
wrought the finality of their mission on earth.

Future thought can simply deveiope the fullness of what 
they have exhausted. This I term single-handed eftort.

Omit these men from history and your historian will 'dis
cover a gap, an effect without a cause. Theirs is an eternal 
fitness and the world is their theatre of action.

“Alexander Von Humbolt, Cosmos, citizen of the world,” 
was the signature of the great Physical Geographer.

Single-handedness is synonomous neither with genius nor 
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character; with brain power nor heart power. But like Wag
ner’s Opera, it unites all possible combinations to produce a 

desired effects
It is the God-like power of an individual, who has outrun 

his age in the direction in which it is going and who has materi
alized the unexpressed will of a people before it is hardly appar
ent to the people themselves.

The sword of Theseus awaited for him beneath the rock 
until such power as Theseus alone possessed could remove it.

Such are* ttemen who themselves, the product of the age, 
effect single-handed great, moral and ^intellectual revolutions, 
subvert existing systems and imprint a new character on their 
age. Men of mission are they. Men who start the world spin
ning along in a new orbit of usefulness.

There is not a civilized nation that does not fear indelibly 
the imprint of single-handedness upon its history. Macedon 
swayed the world under Alexander; Rome was mistress under 
Casar; Russia took her rank in Europe under Peter the Great; 
Sweeden honors her Charles XII; Germany received her im
perial people as the gift of the Prince of Bismarck; Italy owes her 
unity to Count Cavoun; France saw all nations bow to her lilies 
in the hands of Napoleon, and America calls Washington the
father of his country.

What would have been the protectorate without Cromwell ? 
Would the Dauphin have been crowned at Rheims without Joan 
of Arc ? Can we divorce Jefferson from our Democracy or 
Henry Clay from the Whig Party ? Can we differentiate Hamil
ton from financial policy ? Is not the very worship of the con
spicuous example of single-handedness, in itself an acknowledg
ment of its worth, saving all inspiration and divinity ? Confu
cius founded Confucianism, and Buddha inaugurated Buddhism. 
Mohammed hewed with tfye sword Mohammedanism, and Christ, 
the Son of God, preached Christianity. George Fox instituted 
the Quaker sect, Methodism has her Wesley, Presbyterianism 
her Calvin, the Baptists their Christ and Roger Williams—like 
the coral insect, they have builded their portion and died, leav
ing their work behind them, the most fitting monument.

2t5

Jean Paul Richter, “ the only one ” the Germans call him. 
Can literature say less of Shakespeare, inductive philosophy of 
Bacon, science of Newton or mathematics of Sir Hamilton ? 
They are the first, the last, the best, and their mantles can de
scend on the shoulders ofinone who are or shall be.

Consolidations of multitudinous industries is the tendency 
of the civilization of to-day, and single-handed effort is the object 
of its worship. Trusts and pools crystalize daily the hands of 
many under the mind of one. It is even so in your work, many 
under the mind of one. The great trunk lines of the east pooled 
their freights* under the able management of Robert Fink, at a 
salary equal to that of the president of the United States. The 
western and southern pools were failures, they wanted the brain 
of a Fink.

A. T. Stuart, the merchant prince became the architect of 
a magnificent mercantile enterprise.

Fink and Stuart passed away and with them their inimita
ble ability. Their places cannot be filled adequately by you, 
any more than you can drive square pegs into round holes with
out injury both to the pegs and the holes.

John D. Rockfeller is a one man creation that has en
veloped the world.

Mr. Gladstone with enough greatness to make twenty men 
great, will have done his greatest work, if into the corruption of 
modern politics he can infuse his own undoubted integrity.

Dr. Wm. J. Simmons late president of Eckstein Norton 
University, an institution of his own individual skill and genius, 
has left to coming generations an estate more durable than the 
rocks of Gibraltar, the result of individual effort.

Single-handedness is circumscribed by the tendencies 'and 
the aspirations of its own age. Miracles cannot be hatched from 
common place egg shells. Each individual whom I have named 
was cradled in aptitudes that would logically produce him.

In the seventeenth century the child of a cadet left his farm 
and took command of the nation of England. Robes of gold 
and thrones of ivory were thrust aside to make way for his plain 
wooden chair and dirty black garments. Armies worshiped him,

I
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earls bowed and cringed to him and the head of a king bled in 
the dust at his feet. Single-handedness this surely was, only an 
erection from the debauchery and faithlessness of Charles I, led 
by a man who represented the growing puritanic disgust.

The deep divine thought which sums up the possibilities of 
an age is the highest form of human endeavor, such dignity may 
well produce apotheosis of its subjects, but even they are most 
strictly regulated by the law of sequence that governs us all. 

Great men are not great in all things.
The world's curriculum is too broad for the degree of excel

lence in every dqfertment.It is no serious disparagement to Richelieu to say that-a 
great statesman may be a poor dramatist, or Bryant to say that 
the author of Thanatopsis failed at law.

To do that which one can do best and thereby to answer 
well one crying need of a generation will raise his name to the 
top Where Webster said there is room.

What is single-handed effort, but perfected specialism ? It 
is the choosing of a course and sticking to it until success is 
plucked from it. A life time is too short for a man to do more 
than one thing well. •

Young men and women starting out in life should choose 
that for which they are best adapted and make the best of it. 
Prayer and the reading of God’s word are indispensable in hon
est efforts for humanity and God.

A PLEA FOR THE AFRICANS;
REV. J. O. JOHNSON,

Pastor Congdon St. Baptist Church, Providence, R. I.
Between latitute 370 20' N., and 340 50" S., and longitude 

170 30" W., and 510 30' E., is to be found the great continent of 
Africa; equal in area to Europe and North America combined, 
and possessing a population more than double that of the two 
Americas, a country whose maximum length from North to 
South is 5,000 miles, and greatest width 4,600 miles, with its 
16,000 miles of coast line. A country possessing a network of 
waterways making her a peer of any continent on the globe. 
An announcement was made by Stanley during his last trip 
across the dark continent which by far exceeded the expecta
tions of the most sanguine, that at least two of Africa’s mightiest 
rivers have their sources within ten minutes walk of each other. 
A rainfall at a certain point divides itself, a portion of it enter
ing the head waters of the Nile, and after a tedious journey of 
4,000 miles entering the Mediterranean at the North, and an
other portion joining in with the commencement of the Congo, 
coursing its way for 3,000 miles to the Atlantic on the West. It 
has also been found, that the Congo with all her tributaries mak
ing an aggregate of over 16,000 miles of waterways, and over 
7,000 miles of navigable waters, entering the Atlantic with a 
stream six miles wide, with such force as to beat back the salt 
water from the coast for 9 miles, gives it first place as to the ex
tent of waterways among the rivers of the world, and second as 
to the volume of water discharged.

Our purpose is not to consider Africa as a country, but her 
people; confining our considerations,exclusively to the matter 
of their origin. In doing this we shall give no time to specula
tion, but keep close to facts gathered from sources of authority 
and the Word of God. There is no occupation more ennobling 
than to search for the truth of things, not to verify one’s con
ceited notions, but discover the facts and accept them.



219
“ What is the origin of African races ? The origin of African 
races is the origin of mankind. To take any other position 
would be to place one in an indefensible attitude. Let us first 
consult authorities. Prof. Dawson in his work on The Origin 
of the World,’’ says that, “ The origin of mankind is a unit.” 
Some naturalists and ethnologists claim to have sufficient evi
dence to show, that mankind is of several origins. Now it is 
readily seen that if such a conclusion could be substantiated, 
what a gap would be opened to evil designing persons. It is 
this belief, that <w: of the causes of much blood-shedding and 
ostracism in the southern states to-day. ^>ne of the ideas that is 
strongly intrenched in the heart of the southern white man is, • 
that the Negro is inferior to him by reason of difference in 
origin ; and that he ethnically sustains no relation to the Cau
casian race; hence he must be treated as inferior, and as being 
subject to the master race. Other authorities could be quoted 
who advocate the unity of mankind as to origin. But as our 
purpose is chiefly to call attention to facts, rather than to ex
haustively treat each point under consideration, we pass on.

Another position that has been taken is, that mankind is of 
different species; and hence of different origins. Is this a fact ? 
This theory has been exploded by the light of scientific truth. 
Two of the reasons held for this position are the difference of 
appearances and characteristics, as noticeable in the different 
races of men. But these are no proofs of difference of species, 
for instance we may notice the great variety of dogs, from the 
St. Bernard or Newfoundland to the little pet; yet they are all 
one as to species. Also there is the horse, from the heavy 
draught to the Shetland pony, and we find that they are all one 
as to species. What has science farther to say on this important 
point. Quatrefages,a French scientist, states as follows : “It re- 
suits finally in a more general way, that individuals of the same 

- species may cease to resemble each other in an absolute manner, 
and may sometimes even take very different characters without 
becoming isolated and forming different species.” Others could 
be quoted making substantially the same statement.

Finding this argument failing of its purpose a third position

is taken, and that is the “ fusion of species ; ” but this like the 
former fails to withstand the searching investigation of science, 
for it is found : 1st. That infertility is the'law when animals of 
different species unite; illustration, The union of the rabbit and 
hare is unproductive, yields no fruit; 2nd. A cross marriage 
results in sterility in the off-spring as the jackass and horse pro
duce the mule, but it goes no farther. 3rd. If there is fertility in 
the off-spring it is not successive, but diminishes with each suc
ceeding generation until finally extinct. But says one, mankind 
is composed of different races, and some of them seem to be 
as far apart as the poles ; how will you harmonize this fact with 
your position, the unity of the human race. Perhaps it would be 
well right here to define the term race. Webster who is our 
standard as to definitions defines race as : The descendants of a 
common ancestor ; a family, tribe, people, or nation believed or 
presumed to belong to the same stock; a lineage, a breed. The 
teaching of this is that a race is a unit in itself from the fact of jts 
common origin. Now the definition of races as given by natur
alists is as follows : “ groups formed by individuals which have 
departed-from the primitive type and have formed distinct sec
ondary groups.” If we accept this definition which we must 
until a better is presented, we are compelled to confess that even 
races are a unit as to their origin. Species is a broader term 
than race. A species may and does include many races, and 
hence a race is a division or a subdivision of a species. Here 
again these advocates of error are at sea, for the light of truth 
fails to discover to them anything but the flimsiness of their 
position.

Now mankind is divided into a number effaces. The primary 
division was three: white, black and yellow, coming from their 
ancestral heads, Japheth, Ham, and Shem. The division that is 
now commonly accepted is five: 1st. the Caucasian or white* 
race, 2nd. the Mongolian or yellow, 3rd. the Ethiopian or black, 
4th. the American or red, and 5th. the Malayan or brown. . 
These include with their subdivisions all nations, both the civil
ized and the savage. Ridpath\says, “ It is a matter of surprise 
that the color of the ruddy races of men should have been uni
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versally mistaken for white. There had never been a white race 
properly so-called. The color of the fairest people of the fairest 
race of ancient or modern times has been a hue very different 
from white. The term flesh color or red more nearly describes 
the complexion of our own race than the long accepted epithet, 
white—which term indeed, has never been properly applied to 
any race, except to emphasize the contrast between the ruddy 
and the black or brown.” Fiquier, another noted French writer, 
in his work on the “ The human race,” says, “ Unless therefore 
we te^lUl men as a solitary exception among all living beings, 
unless we withdraw them from the operation of the. universal 
laws of nature we must come to the conclusion that they do but 
form a certain number of races of one and same species, and all 
descend from the one primitive unique species.

Now in opposition to this theory of the fusion of species, it 
is found that the union of races of the same species is not only 
marked with productiveness as was common with the individual 
race, but rather increased which continues unabated throughout 
every succeeding generation. The union of races is always 
fertile. The opponents of amalgation are fully aware of this fact, 
hence their opposition. This law of fertility as the results of the 
union of races, applies to the vegetable world as well. One 
kind of pear can be grafted into another and the result be fertile, 
etc. Then whereas races are the branches of the same species, 
and there is no successive production only as the result of the 
union of races, this is a strong point as to the unity of the 
human family of every race and tongue; Many-Hold to the 
plurality of species. In reply to this position Fiquier says;

Between the lap dog and the mastiff, the wild and tame rabbit, 
the spaniel and the greyhound, or the Shetland pony and the 
Russian horse, there is a much greater difference than exists 
between the Negro and the white man."

Let us hear what a distinguished American divine has to 
say on this subject. “ The Unity of Mankind.” Dr. Hovey in 
his Manual of Theology, says: “ It seems to us, on the whole, 
evi ent at all the races or varieties of mankind belong to one 

species, and in support of this view we appeal with a good degree 
of confidence:

First. To the Holy scripturp, Gen. i. 27 : ii. 7, 15 : vi. 7, 8: 
vii. 21 ; viii. 1; Acts xvii. 26; Rom. v. 12; 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. 
These passages appear to be sufficiently plain, and we are aware 
of no good reason for doubting that their writers believed in the 
unity of the human race.

Second. To the Anatomical structure of men. This is 
nearly the same in al! varieties of the human race. The differ
ences between the highest and the lowest types of mankind are 
said by competent authorities to be less than the difference 
between varieties of the same species in some of the lower 
animals.

Third. To the Physiological Peculiarities of Men. 1 All 
races are fruitful with one another. 2 The duration of preg
nancy is the same in all. 3 The normal temperature of the body 
is the same.

Fourth. To the Pathological Characteristics of • Men. All 
varieties of men are liable to the same disease in the same cir
cumstances. This is not true of other animals, and the human 
blood is distinguished by'the aid of the microscope, from that of 
any other animal.

Fifth. To the Duration of Human life. This is nearly the 
same In all varieties of mankind.

Sixth. To the Cardinal Powers of the Human Mind. 
These are everywhere the same. The mental, moral, and relig
ious capacities of the human spirit are identical in kind the 
world over. This is a great point. Before going any farther on 
these individual lines, let us consult Sacred writ and see what it 
has to say as to the unity of mankind.

The most important- of all genealogical docments of anti
quity is that which is contained in Genesis tenth chapter. This 
was once considered very unattractive, but now a mine of untold 
worth, in relation to the question at issue. The deluge marked 
the beginning of the second important era in the origin of 
nations.

(To be Continued in next Num bet.)
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OUGHT WE TO ADVOCATE THE STUDY OF BAPTIST 

HISTORY AMONG THE PEOPLE.
Read October 8, 94, by Rev. Wm. A Creditt, A. M., pastor of 

Berean Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., before the
Joint White and Colored Baptist Ministers’ Confer

ence, of Washington, D. C. By their unani-
‘moR vote the paper is oublished in the 

National Baptist* Magazine.
There are churches that with little modesty claim for them

selves a distinct church history. The great Catholic Church 
claims for itself a history entirely distinct from the protestant 
world. Their peculiar tenets require a distinct church history. 
They must prove the authority of the pope by a history all their 
own, for general church history would be detrimental. The 
authority of the church is, temporal affairs requires a history of 
itself. Infallibility needs a special history, for nothing short of 
special history could prove that, when one pope is reigning at 
Rome and another at Arignon, issuing bulls against each other, 
that both were infallible. Special history is required to prove 
that apostolic succession was instituted either by Paul or Peter 
at Rome, or that if instituted was not broken when two popes 
were reigning simultaneously, each claiming apostolic suc

cession.The Episcopalian Church requires a distinct history to 
prove the authority of its existence, and to disprove the circum
stances under which it came into being.

Unlike these churches, the Baptist Church, for no other 
reason than clinging to the " faith once delivered unto the 
saints," has a distinct history’. One all its own. And as to 
apostolic succession, it would change the word and substitute 
ecclesiastical succession. That is, we have a history’ of pure 
churches essentially Baptiste though under various names, from 
the apostolic era unto the present time. It is not necessary to 

show our connection prior to the third century, for until then no 
one questions the ascendency of Baptist principles. Infant bap
tism did not begin until about that time. We claim from the 
third century to the reformation, churches existed in unbroken 
line, that were essentially Baptist. They have a history 
peculiarly their own, a history grand and inspiring, writ
ten in blood amid persecutions.

These churches from the fifth century onward were sub
jected to systematic persecutions, from state churches both in the 
East and in the West. Cyril of Alexandria and Innocent the 
first of Rome, according to the historian Socrates, began this 
persecution by depriving them of their houses of worship and 
driving them into secret places, under the laws of Honorius and 
Theodosius II, which forbid rebaptism (so called) upder penality 
of death, yet our principles reappear among the Culdees of the 
West, and the Paulians of the East, the Anabaptists, the Albi
genses and Waldenses and emerge on all sides, at the first dawn 
of the reformation. In fact history proves that, from . the time 
the heresy of infant baptism crept into the church that, the 
opposers or believers in immersion began to band themselves 
together. All during the long period of ecclesiastical corrup
tions and church heresies they existed isolated and at times 
secreted from the state churches. They formed no part of the 
reformation though they joined the reformers. They did not 
have to protest against the Catholic Church, for from the begin- 
ing of heresies they clung to the truths of the New Testament in 
their more literal meanings.

To Luther’s surprise he found the Anabaptists in his 
German hills and when he nailed his thesis to the church door, 
they rejoiced that he had come into the light which they were 
enjoying, freedom of conscience, soul liberty and “ justification 
by faith."

Mr. Bancroft says of the German Baptists of that era; 
“ With greater consistency than Luther, they applied the doc
trines of the reformation to the social positions of life, and threat
ened an end to priest-craft and king-craft, spiritual domination 
titles and vassalage. They were trodden under foot with foul
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OUGHT WE TO ADVOCATE THE STUDY OF BAPTIST 

HISTORY AMONG THE PEOPLE.
Read October 8, 94, by Rev. Wm. A Creditt, A. M., pastor of 

Berean Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., before the
Joint White and Colored Baptist Ministers’ Confer

ence, of Washington, D. C. By their unani- 
moti^vote the paper is published in the

National Baptist Magazine.
There are churches that with little modesty claim for them

selves a distinct church history. The great Catholic Church 
claims for itself a history entirely distinct from the protestant 

. world. Their peculiar tenets require a distinct church history.
They must prove the authority of the pope by a history all their 
own, for general church history would be detrimental. The 
authority of the church is, temporal affairs requires a history of 
itself. Infallibility needs a special history, for nothing short of 
special history could prove that, when one pope is reigning at 
Rome and another at Arignon, issuing bulls against each other, 
that both were infallible. Special history is required to prove 
that apostolic succession was instituted either by Paul or Peter 
at Rome, or that if instituted was not broken when two popes 
were reigning simultaneously, each claiming apostolic suc

cession.The Episcopalian Church requires a distinct history to 
prove the authority of its existence, and to disprove the circum
stances under which it came into being.

Unlike these churches, the Baptist Church, for no other 
reason than clinging, to the “ faith once delivered unto the 
saints,” has a distinct history. One all its own. And as to 
apostolic succession, it would change the word and substitute 
ecclesiastical succession. That is, we have a history of pure 
churches essentially Baptist, though under various names, from 
the apostolic era unto the present time. It is not necessary to 

show our connection prior to the third century, for until then no 
one questions the ascendency of Baptist principles. Infant bap
tism did not begin until about that time. We claim from the 
third century to the reformation, cliurches existed in unbroken 
line, that were essentially. Baptist. They have a history 
peculiarly their own, a history grand and inspiring, writ
ten in blood amid persecutions.

These churches from the fifth century onward were sub
jected to systematic persecutions, from state churches both in the 
East and in the West. Cyril of Alexandria and Innocent the 
first of Rome, according to the historian Socrates, began this 
persecution * by depriving them of their houses of worship and 
driving them into secret places, under the laws of Honorius and 
Theodosius II, which forbid rebaptism (so called) unfler penality 
of death, yet our principles reappear among the Culdees of the 
West, and the Paulians of the East, the Anabaptists, the Albi
genses and Waldenses and emerge on all sides, at the first dawn 
of the reformation. In fact history proves that, from the time 
the heresy of infant baptism crept into the church that, the 
opposers or believers in immersion began to band themselves 
together. All during the long period of ecclesiastical corrup
tions and church heresies they existed isolated and at times 
secreted from the state churches. They formed no part of the 
reformation though they joined the reformers. They did not 
have to protest against the Catholic Church, for from the begin- 
ing of heresies they clung to the truths of the New Testament in 
their more literal meanings.

To Luther’s surprise he found the. Anabaptists in his 
German hills and when he nailed his thesis to the church door, 
they rejoiced that he had come into the light which they were 
enjoying, freedom of conscience, soul liberty and “ justification 
by faith.”

Mr. Bancroft says of the German Baptists of that era; 
“ With greater consistency than Luther, they applied the doc
trines of the reformation to the social positions of life, and threat
ened an end to priest-craft and king-craft, spiritual domination 
titles and vassalage. They were trodden under foot with foul 
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reproaches and most arrogant scorn, and their history is written 
in the blood of thousands of the German peasantry; but their 
principles, secure in their immortality, escaped with Roger Wil
liams, to Providence, and his colony is witness, that naturally the 
path of Baptists are paths of freedom, pleasantness and peace.

In England from Henry VIII, to William III, a full 
century and a half, the Baptists struggled amid persecutions of 
all sorts to gain a footing and to secure liberty of conscience for 
all. From 1611 they issued appeal after appeal, addressed to 
the king and parliament, in the behalf of soul liberty. The 
struggle^ o&he Baptists is a distinct history of itself. Until the 
coming .of the Quakers, Baptists ^tood alone in defense of soul 
liberty, amid the opposition of the world. Milton gained a'hear
ing for them in the time of Cromwell.

In the time of Charles II, the prisons were filled with their 
confessors and martyrs, yet our principles gained ground and 
hastened the revolution of 1688. Among Baptists, Christian 
liberty has always found its firmest and strongest advocates.

Our tenets, as such, require of us the broadest manhood, the 
tenderest sympathies and build tip strong characters. We believe 
the New Testament teaches, and we therefore teach the 
rule of the people. It is hard therefore for us to call any one 
king, queen, master, lord, pope, bishop or presiding elder. We 
are peers among peers, simply that and nothing more.

Ours is indeed the distinctively American church. Our 
polity is the American polity. Rather the American polity is 
our polity. For the venerable men who fashioned our govern
ment, fashioned it on the basis of Baptist Church government, 
where there is no episcopacy, or synod, pope or bishop, but 
where the voice of the people is supreme.

, The influence of the Baptists upon American freedom has 
been wonderfully powerful. Introduced into Rhode Island, with 
Roger Williams and John Clarke, in 1638, our history for more 
than a century in most of the colonies, is that of proscribed and 
banished men. Our early history in America, is one of 
struggles amid persecutions, burnings, hangings, hidings in 
caves and persecutions not easily imagined by the modern mind. 

Those who fled hither to worship God as their consciences 
might dictate, persecuted Baptists for clinging to what they 
thought N. T. principle. Early colonial days are stained with 
the blood of Baptists, crying for freedom of conscience. Perse
cuted themselves, they nevqr persecuted others. “ In the code 
of laws established by them in Rhode Island,” says Judge Stony, 
“weread for the first time since Christianity ascended the throne 
of the Caesars, the declaration that conscience should be free, and 
men should not be punished for worshiping God in the way 
they were persuaded, he required." The article on religious 
liberty or the amendment to the American constitution was 
introduced*by the united efforts of Baptists in 1789.

There is only one blot on the garment of American Baptist 
history. We can easily see how the Catholic or Episcopalian 
or any church whose polity teaches the reign of the few, might 
have tolerated human slavery. But how Baptists who cling to 
the simplicity of N. T. principles, and polity, whose history from 
the apostolic era has been a history of struggles for.freedom, 
which history has been written in blood itself, could have ever 
endured or tolerated human slavery, is the queerest of all anoma
lies. And yet this stands out as a fact. The church whose 
members had died for liberty enslaved others and sought to give 
it N. T. authority. Be it said to their praise forever, that among 
the boldest and most daring leaders in the recent struggles were 
strong Baptists. It remains with Baptists as with no other 
other church to preach the entire gospel, fatherhood of God, 
brotherhood of man and redemption through Christ.

Our view of baptism gives us a distinct history. We differ 
from all others in respect to the age and mode of administering 
this sacred rite. In our view age is nothing, but spiritual quali
fication everything, hence w? baptize all who repent and believe' 
the gospel, whether in childhood, youth or manhood, and fre
quently whole households, as did the apostles—and my word 
for it, we have baptized an entire church. We reject the substi
tution of sprinkling for immersion of the entire body, which we 
maintain was universally observed throughout Christendom for 
1300 years except in the case of the sick. For the universal obli
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gation of immersion, as identical with baptism itself, and essential 
to its specific spiritual purposes, we urge the admitted significance 
of the word baptizo, the necessity- of adhering to the ordinary 
meaning of words in the interpretation of laws, the places where 
the rite‘was originally performed, the phraseology employed in 
describing it, the example of Christ himself and the metaphorical 
allusions of the sacred writers when explaining the spiritual im
port of the rite. We maintain that the practice of the Greek 
church, the admissions of modern scholars, the demands of the 
newly converted in Pedo Baptist churches and the submissions to 
these demands by the Pedo Baptist clergy are all significant, and 
foretell thd tillfe when immersion ^iall be the practice of all 
Christian bodies.

Our contention for a regenerated church membership is 
distinctively Baptistic. Not baptismal regeneration nor church 
membership through sponsors, but personal regeneration is the 
necessary prerequisite to baptism and church membership.

Our connection with educational interests forms a grand 
history itself. It is said in America, and many Baptists believe 
it—that because we have the masses and have ever clung to the 
common people as did our great Head—that we were never 
greatly concerned in educational enterprises. History proves 
the contrary. We have always been the advocates of the highest 
culture. During the prevalence of ignorance among the clergy 
in early ages we contended for an open Bible for the people. 
Long before the renaissance we were contending that learning 
should be revived. We compare favorably with other denomi
nations to-day. In England we have six theological schools and 
such periodicals as The Freeman, The Baptist Magazine, Baptist 
Reporter, and Ecclectit Review. In our own America we stand 
in the front rank. As early as 1764, when numbering in all only 
60 churches and about 5000 members, we founded our first col
lege in Rhode Island. Long before this we had fostered Har
vard, and given valuable assistance to Franklin in laying the 
foundation of the University of Pennsylvania. We have now 28 
colleges of our own, over 100 academies and female seminaries 
of a high grade, and nine theological schools. Time will not 

permit to tell of our many periodicals, including a quar
terly review' and now our National Baptist Magazine, of 
our publication houses, and of our great, mission work, home 
and foreign. The colored branch of our church is fast becoming 
a cultured constituency. Our young men have entered our best 
schools North and received highest honors. They now own of 
themselves colleges of honorable standing. Their professors 
compare favorably with instructors in other denominations.

General church history does not emphasize these numerous 
points of Baptist history, a few of which I have outlined to you. 
General church histories written by Pedo Baptists seek to ignore 
points that belong’distinctively to the Baptist Church, or at least 
they pass them either in silence or by the merest reference. 
Baptist writers of general church history do not emphasize points 
distinctively Baptistic, because they wish their books to be of 
general acceptance. Too frequently in our theological schools 
professors teach these books on general church history, and do 
not give their students the benefit of the Baptist accomplishments 
of the ages. There are exceptions to this. The late Herman 
Lincoln, Prof, of History at Newton Theological Institution, 
would give his students, after his course in general history, what 
he was pleased to call.“ fragments of Baptist history.” These 
“ fragments ” in his syllabus are grand and inspiring to the de
vout Baptist who wishes to know the achievements of his fathers. 
There are seminaries to-day where men are allowed to graduate 
without any special information on Baptist history as such. 
Those of our men who are educated at Pedo Baptist schools 
receive no instruction upon our principles, nor are they taught 
Baptist history. We therefore get from such seminaries of our 
own and from the Pedo Baptist seminaries a class of men well 
versed in general church history, but poorly equipped in Baptist 
church history. These men are weak defenders of our faith, or 
are at best broad apologists. This is not an age of apologetics, 
nor does the Baptist church need apologists.

The resultant is detrimental to the people. Such men 
become broad in their sympathies, and are among those who em
phasize the surpassing beauty and excellence of the “grand 
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229Church of Christ,” making small our distinctive principles. The 
fault is they have not been taught nor have they taken time to 
study that which has been distinctively Baptist during the ages.

The result is, churches liberal in their views, liberal because 
ignorant of what is essentially Baptist history. This ignorance 
is lamentable among the clergy and laity.

We believe and do emphasize an open Bible to our churches 
and whatever Christian truth has accomplished for the world 
should be known by the people. If this truth happens to be 
Baptist history, our people should know it. They would be
come stumger Christians and nobler Baptists. Truth is helpful 
wherever round.

Some Baptists remind me of some colored people who 
would have us forget that, our fathers were ever in slavery. It is 
rather helpful than injurious to remember the rock out of which 
we were hewn or the pit from which we were digged. Wh t of 
it, if that history be datk, written in struggles, persecution and 
death. We shall be the stronger for knowing it. History 
makes us acquainted with the past of our fathers, broadens our 
minds, deepens our sympathies, enables us to appreciate the 
present, and arms us for the future. It prepares the young as 
naught else can.

The Catholic church may not emphasize an open Bible for 
the laity as she should, but one thing is certain, in their paro
chial school system they teach the youth the accomplishments 
of the church. As a result, they have strong members, who if 
need be, would die for their church.

This is an age of patriotism, knowledge of history fosters 
patriotism, lhe pubiic schools of the land, are emphasizing as 
never before, the importance pf United States history for the 
youth and people of our country. The American flag is now 
hoisted from our school buildings to inspire the youth. The 
example of the goyernment is worth our consideration. Shall 
the people be taught the victories of battle field and be ignorant 
of the conquests of the cross? Shall our people be taught the 
achievements of United States history and be ignorant of the 
accomplishments of American Baptists ?

We shall become strong as we shall acquaint ourselves 
with the history of our church from the, apostolic era until now, 
and as we from pulpit through Sabbath-school and through 
literature, have our people to become informed upon our tenets, 
our polity and our distinctive history.

This ignorance places us at a disadvantage. We have al
ways been a people spoken against. Laymen, scholars and cler
gymen of other denominations study our weaknesses. It is 
amusing to hear some of our poorly informed clergymen and 
laymen attempt to make rebuttals. Think of men preaching in 
defense of our tenets, who do not know what tenets are. Think 
of men speaking in defense of immersion, and daring to quote 
derivatives from the Greek, who do not know the difference be
tween a Greek noun and verb. It is more scholarly to preach 
in English and not in an unknown tongue. Rather let the 
pulpit inform itself upon our tenets, polity and history and let 
them give them to the people from pulpit, in Sabbath-schools'and 
through the press. Let the people know the struggles and vic
tories of their fathers. Emphasize the grandeur of Baptist 
church history. The pew will become stronger and the reflex 
influence will be strengthening to the pulpit itself.

Agents wanted 1!! 
Good commission paid.
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THE TEACHER AND HIS WORK.

REV. P. F. MORRIS, A. M.

President of National Baptist Educational Convention.

Perhaps the sum total of the definition of a good teacher 
may be comprehended in a single sentence, containing two mem
bers, which wiU i^ke up the entirety, that will designate truly 
and strictly a good teacher; viz: t

First a man or woman with a living personality; and, 
second, with a fairly developed intellectualism. When I speak 
of a living personality, I do not mean simply an existing being, 
with power to act, and indeed acting, yet without any proper 
perceptive and moral force to direct and control action as to pre
sent surroundings and coming events ; but a personality’ pos
sessed of the best and highest forces of character: such forces 
.that are making the possessor wiser and better, stronger and 
more practical as the day's come and go, and as the years come 
and go by. His living personality counts for much, and it 
deserves the highest consideration at the hands of the com
munity, which it serves, and which is to be, what it is made to 
be, through it.

The sentiment of the community of to day is not the direct 
result of the teachers who are now in the schools, though reflec
tion from their influence, words and work do enter into it, but 
the future sentiment §f the community, modified, of course, by 
its then surroundings, and its immediate past, will be the senti
ment of the children of to-day, and the sentiment of the children 
of to-day’ must be the product of the teachers of to-day.

The physical law, that'no stream can rise higher than its 
source is paralelled by the fact, that the moral sense of the com
munity is not more or less than the aggregation of the living 
personalities of those who make sentiment.

It, therefore, becomes the community to see to it, that every 
teacher possesses that individuality that is marked by character, 

high character, noble and ennobling character; a character; that 
infuses life and light into all. Nay, more, every community has 
a right to demand that every teacher who holds a certificate, 
certainly every one who holds a commission, should be the per
sonification of character. And the community has the right to 
demand this, not because the teacher receives the small compen
sation which he gets from the public treasury, but, because every 
teacher puts more in the community than he gets out of it; and, 
that which he puts into it, does more for the weal or woe of the 
community than that .which the community gives the teacher, 
does for the weal or woe of the teacher.

It would be well for you to remember that the highest 
qualities of intellectuality, fully developed, with poorly developed 
personalities, will count for far less, in the long run, for the gen
eral good of the community, state and country, that will be of 
permanent character, than a highly developed personal character 
with a moderately improved intellectualism. By this it is not 
meant to descry the most advanced intellectual improvement, 
and that it is the immediate and imperative duty of every one to 
strive for the fullest, highest and roundest attainment of intellect
uality, wherever there is the least availability of possible success ; 
but the thought is this, one is superior to the others and of more 
vital importance, because condition follows character, here as 
well as hereafter.

No one, I suppose, will question the fact that, the 
measure of our final destiny will be character, it makes no 
difference which route we take at the end of our earthly ex
istence. However, we are sometimes slow to believe that such 
is the case invariably, because it is not necessarily so to-day. 
But it will be, it must be in the long run. Of course, as 
we look around, we see persons occupying positions which 
from what we can see and know, they do not deserve, and this is 
true in every avocation of iniportance in life. What of that ? If 
we see and know a number of members of our National Legisla
ture who have no moral right to a seat in it, because they have 
obtained the position through and by fraud, disregarding and 
trampling upon the rights of their fellow citizens; if we see on 
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the other side of the Atlantic men raised to the Peerage, not on 
merit, but by the favor of the queen or by heirdom, who have no 
character, these exceptions will only p-ove the rule, that condi
tion follows character: for sooner or later these will, these must 
go the same way. Any one of you may, if you can, take one 
hundred families through a series of years, and you will find that 
in ninety cases out of the hundred, condition follows character.

The Jew, the Anglo-Saxon, the German, the Frenchman 
are all what they have made themselves, and their character is 
the mea^e of their standing. They can hardly be more, they 
cannot be permanently less. 1/ is because of his tenacity, his 
frugality, his industry, that the Jew holds the purse strings of 
the world to-day. A wandering race^ without a nationality for 
nearly twenty-five hundred years, and almost without a local 
habitation, they are easily the masters of the financial world in 
nearly every civilized country in the world. The Afro-American 
will and must, in the long run, be what he makes himself, in the 
school room, in law, in medicine, in politics, in theology and in 
business. The final te>t of all will b_* character.

He is not now altogether what he has made himself to be, 
but as others and environments have made him, while he was as 
clay in the hands of the potter : but if they are wise, industrious, 
frugal and loyal to themselves, which I am sorry to say they are 
n' t now, they cannot be kept down, permanently, in anything.

THE TEACHER'S WORK.
The work of the teacher covers a large range of subjects, I 

should be glad indeed, if I could impress you with their impor
tance, and their peculiar importance as the Afro-American 
teacher stands related thereto, as a public state teacher.

I. I should be glad to see fewer men engaged in the Pri
mary and grammer grades—this ought to be so for many reasons. 

, \a) The men of education and culture are needed, sadly .needed, 
in other walks and avocations of life : this is necessary for self- 

eve opment, the community, the race and its subsistence. (^) 
the race must make business for inself, if it is to have any busi
ness outside of tilling the soil and felling trees, (c) The men, 
an t e educated men are to make the business if it is made at 

all. (<i?) The race must have the business, the enumerative bus
iness, that will employ the skilled and cultivated youth, or the 
race is to accumulate no wealth ; and to have no wealth means 
that it is to be subordinated in everything as a race, (e) It will 
give larger fields for the useful employment of the best talent 
among the women : for they are equally as good, if not better 
for the Primary and Grammar grades. (/) It will lessen the 
number of idlers which we now have from one third to seven 
twelfths of the year, because men will have steady work through 
the year.

2. This is an age of imparting ideas in the school room 
and not the thing that represents an idea: a thought and not 
only the sign that represents the thought. It is highly impor
tant therefore that those who do this work, should be broad 
American citizens and Afro-Americans in sympathy if not in 
fact, (a) Every youth should be made to feel, believe and know 
that he is an American citizen, first, with all the legal rights and 
privileges of any other citizen, and secondly, that he is a citizen 
of the state in which he lives, with the same legal titles with 
others. And though these rights may be trampled upon by 
mobocracy and violence, yet his legal title to them is not affected 
nor destroyed thereby, therefore he must contend for them, until 
he is permitted to enjoy them: conceding nothing that is 
wrong, nor accepting any compromise that subordinates manhood 
or citizenship. (£) It is well known that there are two systems 
of economics taught in this country and the devotees of both are 
seeking to have their respective systems made the fiscal policy 
of the government. It is evident that both are not and cannot 
be equally true as*to afford the best advantage for the whole 
people. The teacher should be broad enough to see and under
stand both systems and impartial enough to teach the truth.

3. Real good work or teaching depends upon strong in
dividuality of the teacher. But in order for that individuality to 
assert itself in.the teacher there must be a consciousness of 
worth. Who among you is sufficient “ for these things ? ” The 
salvation of the Negro in business and politics depends upon the 
teachers that he will have in the next fifty years.
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THE HEBREW WORDS FOR MAN.

BY ALEXANDER ELLIS, D. D.

Beth-Eden Baptist Church, Savannah, Ga.

There are several such words. An examination of them 
will help our understanding of various portions of the sacred 
word.

I. *Th£*word, “ Ish." Gese^ius, regards this word as of 
primitive origin, that is he does not regard it as a derivative from 
any other known word. Parkhurst differs from Gesenius and 
thinks the word comes from “ Yesh,"—{there is;) so that “ Ish ” 
would mean the existing one, with the idea of superiority added, 
man being superior to all earthly creatures, in this respect, he is 
only “ a little lower than the angels.”

The word “ Ishon " means a little man—a manikin. It is 
used in reference to the image in the eye. He who looks at 
himself, through a mirror will see a little image, a reflection of 
himself in the eye. This reflection is called by different names 
in different tongues. Thus in Deut. xxxii. io, the writer says of 
the ancient Jews, that God kept them “ as the apple of his eye ; ” 
so also in Prov. vii. 2, the Divine command is, “ Keep my law as 
the apple of thine eye."

In both these passages the Hebrew word is, “ Ishon, the 
little man of the eye'.' The Arabians use the same phrase ; the 
Greeks speak of the Korasion, the little damsel of the eye, corres
ponding with our word "pupil',' which is a» derivative of the 
Latin term “ pupdla,' meaning a little damsel. In Psa. xvii. 8, 

the apple of the eye,” is literally, “ the little man or daughter 
of the eye. The name of him who betrayed his Lord and 
Master for thirty pieces of silver, Iscariot, has enveloped the 
word Ish in a cloud of infamy, which can never be dispelled; 
but the word in all probability means, the man of Kerioth, and 
no doubt Judas was called Iscariot because either his birth place 
or place of abode, was Kerioth, see Josh. xv. 25.- We meet with 

a similar name in the writings of Josephus. He speaks of “ Ish- 
Tob ”—A man of Tob, see “ Antiquities,” Book vii. Chap. vi. 
Sect. i. “ They also hired the king of the country called 
Maacah, and a fourth king, by- name Ishtob, which last had 12,- 
000 armed men.”

2. The word “ Adam.” This word is not only the proper 
name of the first man, but it is frequently used in the 0. T., to 
signify any human being. It is the generic word for man. The 
word Adam, in its signification, cannot fail to remind man of his 
origin. He is from the Adama, (Gen. ii. 7.) The Latan word 
homo, and the English word human are the correlatives of Adam. 
As the word Melancthon means black earth, so the word Adam 
means red earth ; but whatever our color or race, we are all “the 
sons of Adam”—sons of the earth. “ Dust we are, and to dust 
we shall return.”

5. Anosh. This word is generally conceded to be a deriv
ative of the verb “ Awnash',' which means to be weak and sickly. 
The first word, "Ish," seems intended to remind us of man’s 
superiorty and dignity before his fall. The second word, 
“ Adam',' must naturally remind us of his mortality by reason, of 
his defection from original rectitude. And this third term, 
“Anosh',' tells us of those bodily weaknesses, afflictions and sor
rows which are the precursors of death and the grave.

In Psa. ciii. vs. 15-17 inclusive, we have a graphic contrast 
drawn between the weak, decaying, dying bodies of mankind, 
and the eternal, abiding goodness of God.

Writers on the “ Natural History of Palestine,” and those 
who have visited that country, affirm that it is not unusal to wit
ness the swift destruction brought upon vegetation there by the 
power of a scorching wind. In the morning a field may be cov
ered with verdure, and filled with redolent and beautiful flowers; 
suddenly a hot wind blows, and the aspect is changed, as if the 
whole scene had passed through a heated furnace. To this 
Vtfell known fact Isaiah forcibly refers. See chap. xl. 7.

The contrast noted in Psa. ciii. is intensified by the use of 
the word Anosh in v. 15. Bearing in mind that this word Anosh 
means weak, sickly, dying man, we are reminded the more for
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cibly of the contrast between the weak, decaying nature of man
kind, and the abundant, abiding, everlasting . mercy of God. 
Ag^in, remembering this meaning of the word Anosh, we cannot 
fail to see the strength and meaning of a similar expression in 
Psa. viii. 3-7. Here the Psalmist asks: “ What is man," {Anosh, 
the weak, sickly creature) " that thou art mindful of him ? and 
the son of man, (son ol Adam or dust) that thou visitest him ? "

4. Lastly wc have the word “ Gibbor" This Hebrew 
word suggests the idea of strength, dignity, heroism, a military 
giant. aIt^used of Nimrod, (Gen. x. 8); it is also employed in 
reference to Gideon when lheangfl characterized him a “ Mighty 
man of valor.’’ Judges vi. 12. Isaiah uses this word, in irony, 
when he describes winebibbers as “ Mighty to drink wine, etc,” 
Isa. v. 22, but the word reaches its climax when applied to angels 
and to God. In the word Gabriel we find the term, and hence, 
Gabriel means literally Gad’s great one, God’s hero.

In su nming up the fourfold meanings of the Hebrew 
words for man, we arrive at the following conclusion : Ish is em
ployed to remind us of his existence, and probably of his integ
rity and dignity prior to the fall; “ Awdam ’’ (Adam) tells us of 
the components of his physical nature, and of its inevitable des
tiny to dissolution in the grave ; “ Anosh ” calls our attention to 
the weakness and sorrow, the affliction and enervation which are 
the general precursors ot death ; and “ Gtbbor ” assures us of the 
blessed and comforting fact that, through the gracious mediation 
of the Second Adam, " the Lord from heaven," the ruins of 
the fall may be repaired; Anosh may become Gibbor, rising even 
much higher than " Ish in the earthly Eden, to participate in 
the bliss and shine with the glory of Jesus, our Conquering King 
and Redeemer.

THE CONVENTION AND SOUTHERN OUTRAGES.

The special committee submitted the following report on 
lynchings which was adopted :

Whereas, the negroes of the South are charged by their 
white neighbors as being possessed with , such strong and 
unbridled lusts as constantly expose the white women of the 
South to the attacks and abuses of the rapists ; and

Whereas, the negroes’ supposed guilt has caused the white 
people of certain sections of the country to pour upon us such 
forms of mob-violence as is seldom seen in any civilizd 
country ; and, ,

Whereas, we realize that no crime which may be com
mitted against the virtuous female can impose upon her a greater 
and severer personal loss than the crime of rape, and that no 
crime which may be committed against a State can do more to 
blot out the sentiments of love and justice from the hearts of its 
people and more to undermine the stability and property of the 
government than the reign of mobs, therefore be it.

Resolved by the Colored Baptists of the United States of 
America in convention assembled in the City of Montgomery, 
Ala., representing a constituency of 1,500,000 persons:

First.—That we hate with all the strength of our God-fear
ing heart, the diabolical crime of rape, whether in white or black, 
and vow to use all the legal and moral means at our command, to 
put down and crush out the brutish disposition which would 
thus fearfully and wantonly trample upon female virtue.

Second.—That the taking of human life for rape or other 
crime without adequate proof of guilt established by due process 
of law is itself a crime, and a species of barbarism and lawless
ness, which we pray the people of the country no longer to 
tolerate.

Thitd.—That our thanks are due and the same are hereby 
extended to Miss Ida B. Wells and to all other justice and liberty 
loving people, North and South, at home and abroad, for the 
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efforts which they have made and are now making to create a 
sentiment, which has for its object the restoration to favor and to 
power that which is noblest in'human nature and that which 
brings peace, prosperity and stability to government.

That we gratefully recognize the fact that there is a growing 
element among our white neighbors who wish our peace and 
prosperity’ in the South and who are more and more inclined to 
extend to us the helping hand and to voice the spirit of justice 
and fairness through the pulpit and the press.

That a copy' of these resolutions be sent to the Associated 
Press of tthk country ; also a copy' be sent to Ida B. Wells of 
New York. t

S. E. Smith, J. R. Bennett, C. O. Boothe, R. Mitchell, J. L. 
Dart, W. J. White, W. H. Brooks, Committee.

Rev. A. W. Pegues, Ph. D., submitted an interesting table 
of statistics, which was approved. The statement shows:

BAPTIST STATISTICS.

State Conventions
State Sunday School Conventions
State Womens Conventions
District Associations
Ordained Ministers
Churches
Baptisms
Members -

Money contributed:
For Education - |
For Missions
For Miscellaneous Purposes 
Value of Church Property 
Sunday* Schools 
Teachers and Officers 
Sunday School Scholars 
Academies and Colleges 
Teachers
Students
Ministerial Students 
Periodicals

18
14 
13 

437 
10,119 
I3.I38 
77.183 

1,584,210

- $ 3U6o
29,030 

209,494 
9409.752 

10,537 
46,644

- 581,570
56

- 267 
6,683

459 
40

LEE-ISMS.

BY GEO. *W. LEE, D. D.

Pastor Vermont Avenue Baptist Church, Washington, D. C. 

We are Christians only in proportion as we imitate Christ. 
Our love for Christ equals our abhorrence to sin.
Tribulation is not religion, but the test of its genuineness.

—The cross of Christ is not a burden, but a banner that 
insures the victory.

—Adversity shows the difference between the frowns and 
smiles of Providence.

—As the formation of Eve finished creation, so does woman 
complete family, church, society and state.

—The church is God’s Embassy and the minister his Am
bassador.

—The fruit of the tree decides its quality, whether good or 
bad.

—Justice is the sword of the law, defending the innocent 
and destroying the guilty.

—Predestination and Election grow out of God’s knowl
edge as to how men w.ould exercise their free agency.

—Going to heaven depends entirely upon how we have 
staid here.

—We D. D’s., ought to prescribe for the better health of 
our “ National Meetings.”

—If the Church is a flock, the Shepherd ought to be a man 
indeed.

—Christ is coming to examine our deeds; let us look after 
the abstract.
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—Judgement day will come, when all proceeding prophecies 
are fulfilled.

—Our readiness to die, must be goverened by our readiness 
to Jive.

—God's remedy for sin, is faith in Christ and Baptism in 
water.

—Christ’s preventive from falling is watchfulness and 
prayer.

—Truth is the equilibrium of Law and Gospel, and decides 
the right of either to damn or save.

—rBack up your fine resolu^ons on this Magazine by sup
porting it with your money.

241

Agents Wanted for the Magazine,

THE CONVENTIONS.

The Fort i n Mission Convention, which prosecutes mission work in 
Africa and is the recognized missionary body of Negro Baptists of the 
United S'ates, 1 umbering one million and a half constituents, was organized 
in Montgomery, Ala., September, 880. S'nce that time over $35,100 have 
been raised for the-supp. rt of missionaries and the establishment of mis
sion stations. The conduct of this work, after the adjournment of the con 
vention is in the hands of a ' oard, which is composed of many prominent 
pastors, throughout the country, and is located at Richmond, Va.

Several missionaries, sitce the organization have hem -ent out, all of 
whom did excellent and faithful work, but many cf whom ditd on the field. 
Others l av returned to this count y and are faelpii g o create a healthy 
sentiment in favor of the work in Africa.

The convention is entirely under the supervis’on of Negro Baptists, and 
is regarded as an evidence of the c pability of the colored Baptists to carry 
on a work of such stupendous magnitude.

The N dional Baptist Convention rather partakes of a Baptist Congress 
in wbich questions affecting the race and denomination, in all i's phases, 
are discusstd It was orgaiiz d at St L1 uis about nine years ago, and has 
done more to unify the cenomi iation th-.n any other organization. Rev. 
Wm. J Simmons, D D , LL , D , one of the great s'. Baptirt leaders among 
the colored people, for ma y years president of State University of Ken- 
tu.ky, and *ko was the first colo ed man ever appo:nted by the A. B. H. 
ML-sion Society, was its orgauiz r and lived long enough to see it one of 
the st'Ougest deliberative bodies in this country.

Its main work is the publ cjtion of a “ Baptist Magazine,” which is to 
pres rve a distinc literature for Ne^ro B ptists and serve as a medium 
through which the constituency may ciscuss all questions affecting the race 
and denomination. It s under the control of a publishing committee 
elected by the convention and is published at Washington, D. C, with 
Rev. W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., managing editor. It is considered the 
o gan of Negro Baptists in particular and is devoted to the interests of the 
race in general.

Another object is to secur.j-a large enough fund to provide for the 
widow and family of the lamented Dr. Wm. J. Simmors. The convention 
will raise a fund of $5,000, and invest the same for the benefit of the snrviv 
ing widow. It is thought in a short time that this amount will be entirely 
raised.

The National Baptist Educational Convention is the youngest of all 
these national bodies and was organized at Washing'on, May 16, 1892. It 
is intended to secure educational data and statistics of the denomination ; 
to bring together the educators of the colored Baptists, for mutual inter-
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change of views. Three acres of land are owned by it in Maryland, between 
Washington and Baltimore, on which a summer school is intended to be 
conducted on the Chautauqua plan.* Its President is Rev. P. F. Morris, A. 
M., of Virginia, one cf the ripest scholars of the denomination

These bodies bring together the bes. brain of the denomination and are 
destined to do all the work of the church in the near future. They mould 
sentiment give r’-’gnity and create the strongest paternal feeling among all 
sections of the country.

An effort is tow being made to amalgamate the three organizations 
into one grand body. Just what success will be accomplished remains to 
be seen. They recognize the fact that there is strength and power in 
unity, and a cots lidation is in-, vitable.

“PEN PICTURES.”

Agents wanted!! 
Good commission paid.

Professor David Abner, Jr., President of Gaudalupe College, Seguin, 
Tex., is a growing young man and is among the vigorous workers in the 
convention. During the two years he has been at Gaudalupe he has en
larged its work, increased the attendance and erected two large buildings, 
one of which cost $9,000, which was paid for last year. This school is one 
of the few which receives no aid from the home mission society.

Rev. J. H Frank is pastor of the Fifth Street Baptist Church, Louis
ville, Ky., which is the largest congregation in the State He is about 35 
years of age and is regarded as a strong preacher, though he is not classed 
as an eloquent speaker. He is particularly interested in missionary work 
and his church contributes largely to these enterprises. Rev. Frank pre
sided in the chair during the convention and makes an excellent presiding 
officer. He is a bright young man and will no doubt meet the expectations 
of his many friends.

Rev. J. H. Garrett, D. D., is a man of commanding presence and is a 
prominent educator. He is a graduate of Oberlin College and Morgan 
Park Seminary. He has been President of Arkansas Baptist College, Little 
Rock, President of Gaudalupe College, Seguin, Texas, President of the 
State University, Louisville, and is now President of the Houston Academy, 
Houston, Texas. He is an able preacher.

Rev. D. A. Gaddle, D. D., belongs to the anti bellum period and is ven
erable and dignified in appearance. He must be above 60 and has an 
enviable record behind him. He is pastor of the Green Street Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Ky., and takes as much interest in denominational 
affairs as most of the younger ministers. He has filled several important 
positions in all the conventions and is considered one of the 11 big guns.”

Among the unique characters in the Baptist ministry is the inimitable 
Rev. Geo. W Lee, D. D., of Washington, D. C. He was bom in North 
Carolina about forty-four years ago, though he looks older. He has been a 
successful pastor in Washington City for several years and is one of the 
most eloquent pulpit orators among his people. Originality is his strongest 
claim and his services are always in demand, pnd it is no uncommon thing 
for him to have Senators, Congressmen and distinguished men in Washing
ton among his auditors.

Rev. J. A. Taylor, who is now pastor of Shiloh Baptist, was originally 
from Virginia, where he was known as the “silver tongued orator,” and it 
is no misnomer. He went to England several years in the Foreign Mission 
work and met with considerable success. Since his location in Washing
ton, he has proven to be a successful paa'or. He is at present Vice-Presi
dent of the National Convention.

Rev. D. N. Vassar, D. D., is among the quiet men of the meeting, and
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among the most dignified. He was educated at Colgate University and has 
been a prof.ssor in the Richmond Theological Seminary for several years, 
and is said to be very popular among the students He is the efficient 
treasurer of the Foreign Mi-si on Convention and finds time, in addition to 
his other duties, to supply the pulpit of one of the churches in the vicinity 
of Richmond. He is an agreeable -.peaker.

Among the most elcquei.t colored pulpit orators in the country in any 
denomination is the Rev. Valter H B ooks, D. D., pastor of the magnifi
cent Nineteenth Street Baptist C’.urch, Washington City. Rev. Brooks is 
a graduate of Li- coin U .iversif , and after his graduation spent several 
years as a Sunday school missionary under the A B P. Society. He is 
now pastor of the church mu ed and his labo-s have een pre-eminent y 
successful.

Rev. 5 Ih^on-s, D D , of Rxhmond, Va., is one of the most iufl .en- 
tial members of the convention aud no man in the boly is listened \o more 
eagerly than he. He wes the first co resp->nding secretary of the 
Foreign Mission Convention and "hen he retired a year since he was made 
honorary corres.ending sic:etary. He is a graduate of Colgate University 
and is at present a profess1 r in ‘he Richmond Theological Seminarj and is 
■connected with all pron.ineut ecte-prises in Richmond.

Rev E. K Love, D. D , <s pastor of the First African Baptist church, 
Savannah Ga , which has a membership of 5,oco, the largest membership 
perhaps of any colored church in the country. He is an infl aential member 
of the convention aud is a good p-eachtr. He was pr. si lent of the Foreign 
Mission Conveniion for several years, during which time Georgia brought 
up the largest ameunt of money of any State for the F reign Mission work. 
Dr Love is now treasurer of the National Educational convention

Rev. W J. White, D D , is the nestor of tl e editors in attendance be 
ing the veteran d tor of the Georgia Baptist, published in Augusta, Gt., 
where he is also pastor of a church. Dr. White is at present president of 
the Georgia Baptist convention aud is a leader in denominational affairs. 
He is thon. ughly interested in the work ard is very popular with all.

Rev. C. T. \\ ilker, D. D , of Augusta, Ga , is among the most promi
nent yoUng ministers in the con -eution Dr. Walker has made an exten
sive tour in the Holy Land and has written a . erles of interesting lettersand 
delivered many lectures on the subject, which have been universally com
mended. Dr. Walker is a graduate of Atlanta Seminary.

Rev. M. tanu, Preside :t of the National Baptist Coi vention, is a 
Teness ean to the manor horn. He is now pastor of the First Ba tist 
Church, Chattanooga, but has for several yeais been Superintendent of 
Missions in that S'ate. He is an able speaker and a fi„e debater, and dots 
both with a warmth of feeling that makes him strong an 1 convincing. He 
is a great organizer and has implicit faith in the denominationl-^He is in 
the prime of life, aud was educated at Roger Williams U ivers’ty.

Rev. S. E. Smith, D. D., f Kentucky, is a promis'ng young man. He 
is pastor of the Fourth Baptist Chtirch at Owensboro, Ky., and is erecting

the mod expensive building in the State. He has -written a his’ory of the 
anti separate coach movement in thst State, and is a leader in all public 
and denominational enterprires. ,

Rev. W. H. McAlpine, D. D., has filled many honorable positions in 
Alabama, in the State where he resides At present he is conducting insti
tutes for ministers which are proving very beneficial. Dr. McAlpine is a 
native of Virginia, but has been in Al .bama so long and been so thoroughly 
identified with its interests that he has b.come a power for good in his 
adopted State.

Rev. C. S Dinkins, D. D , Presilentof Selma University, is a rising 
young man, though he is p-ematurely gray. Dr Dinkins was educated at 
Roger Williams University and Newton Thio’ogical Seminary. Since his 
graduation he has been engaged in the educational work, first at the State 
University, Louisville, Ky., then at Marion Academy, Marion, Ala., and now 
at Selma Uuiver i'y. He is p >pular and his work is proving a success.

•Rev. E C. Morris, D. D., of Helena, Ark , who was elected president 
of the Baptist Foreign Mission Convention is o-ie of the* most pro
minent young men in the country and is a natural born leader. He is 
president of the Baptist State Convention oi his State and a leading spirit 
in the Arkansas Baptist College, which is doing such a good wotk among 
the youth of Arkansas.

Rev. J. A. Booker, A. B., President of Arkansas Baptist College, is a 
graduate of Roger Williams University, Nashville, Tenn. He is doing an 
excellent wrrk in Arkansas. In connection with his educational work, he 
is editor of the Baptist Vanguard He is an earnest speaker and a fluent 
writer.

Rev. J. J. Durham, M D., D. D , of Savin nah, Ga , is one of tlfe con
spicuous characters in the convention and is a fluent and expressive 
speaker. He is a graduate of Fisk University and Mehary Medical Col
lege. He received the deg ee of Doctor of Divinity from the State Univer- 
si*y, Louisville, Ky. Dr Durham is an eloquent preacher and is pastor of 
a large church in Savannah.

Rev. M. W. Gilbert, A. M., who has been president of the Baptist 
Academy at Jacksonville, Fla., has recently removed to Savannnb, Ga., 
where he has become a pastor. He was born in South Carolina and was 
educated at Colgate University. He has been a pastor and an educator and 
has power to enthuse, not possessed by many ministers.

Rev. E. W. D Isaacs of Dallas, Tex., is president of the Baptist Mis
sionary and Educational Convention of Texas. He is also pastor of a large 
Baptist Church in Dallas and is a strong and eloquent preacher. He Occu
pies the unique pc sition of being upon confiding terms with both conven
tions in that State. He was elected financial secretary of the National 
Baptist Convention during the present session.

Rev. A. W. Pegues, Ph. D , of North Carolina, ranks amongthe most 
scholarly men in the Baptist Church. He is a graduate of Buckne 1 Univer
sity, Penn., and has been a professor in Shaw University. He is the statist!- 
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dan of the National Baptist Convention and has been successful in ma ing 
wonderful advancement in that respect. He is also Sunday School Mis 
sionary in North Carolina.

Rev. A. S. Jackson, D. D., of New Orleans, is a quiet and modest 
preacher, though he is a prominent figure in the meetings, having been one 
of the Presidents of the Foreign Mission Convention. He is a prominent 
pas'.or in New Orleans and held a very responsible position under President 
Harrison’s administration, to which he was appointed without his solidta- 
tion. Dr. Jackson studied at Atlanta University and is a native Georgian, 
his father being a minister.

Rev. Robert Mitchell, A. M., pastor of the State Street Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green, Ky., is a regular Demosthenes in the pulpit, as well as a 
successful pastor. He is a regular attendant upon the sessions of the con
ventions and is universally popular. He is President of Simmon's Me
morial College located in his city and takes a deep interest in all denomina
tional matters.

Rev. P. F Morris, A. M., pastor of Court Street Baptist Church, 
Lynchburg, Va., is President of the National Educational Convention and 
is a ripe and polished scholar. He is a graduate of Ho ward University, 
from which he received his A. M., last year. Dr. Morris is in his realm 
when in the midst of a heated deb.te, and is as much at home when preach
ing a Gospel sermon.

Rev. J. L. Dart, A. M., Corresponding Secretary ofthe National Bap
tist Convention, is pastor of Morris Street Church, Charleston, S.' C , where 
he is engaged in an educational enterprise also. He is a graduate of Atlanta 
L diversity and Newton Theological Seminary. He is modest and unassum
ing, but when aroused contends for every inch of ground with an 
adversary.

Rev. P. H. Kennedy, D. D , is a man of large body and a large heart. 
He is General Missionary for Kentucky, and, when at home, resides at 
Henderson, in that State,where he is well and favorably known. He is an 
earnest work- r and has done much to arouse an interest in the missionary 
work in that State.

Rev. J. Milton Waldron, A. M., pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, Jack
sonville, Fla., is one of the most promising young men in the dei omi ration 
an is a pulpit orator of commanding presence and genuine merit He is a 
graduate of Richmond Institute, Lincoln University and Newton Theolo- 
g!cal Seminary. After graduation, he served as Secretary of the Y. M C. 
A., of Richmond, Va , then as pastor of Berean Church, Washington, D. C., 
before going to Jacksonville. 8

• Ldke’ D’ D‘* Corre8P°ndlng Secretary of the Foreign Mis-
el>10D-’ °De °f be8t known ministers in the country, having

Louisianian m in'erest of the African Mission cause. He is a
Louisianian b, birth, and has lived in Texas for many years, where he was 
Luted PaSt m at Marsha11 He 8tudied Bishop College and repre
sented the Home Mission Society for several years.
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Rev. Alexander Ellis, D. D., pastor of Beth-Eden Baptist Church, 
Savannah, Ga., is a West Indian by birth and an American by adoption. 
He came to this country perhaps thirty years ago. He is a graduate of 
Calibar College, Kingston, Jamaica, and has been a teacher as well as a 
preacher, having been an Instructor in Shaw University. He is a ripe 
scholar, a profound thinker and, withal, a pulpit orator of real merit, and 
has been very successful in his pastorate.

Rev. E. B. Topp, is pastor of the largest church in Jackson, Miss., and 
is a successful preacher. He studied at Jackson College, and afterwards 
spent two years with his wife as Missionary in Africa under the Foreign 
Mission Convention, where he rendered good service Failing in health, 
he returned to this country and entered the pastorate. He is small in 
stature, .but s classed among the good preachers.

Rev. C. O. Boothe, D. D., is an Alabamian by birth and has spent all 
his years in his native State, being at present chaplain of the State Normal 
at Huntsville. He attended Central Tennessee College, but did not com
plete the course. He has always been a hard student add is considered one 
of the ripest scholars and profound thinkers in the denomination. “ Plain 
Theology for Plain People,” a hand-book on Theo'ogy, is the best evidence 
of his scholarship and learning. He is a plain and unassuming man and a 
plain and earnest speaker.

Rev. S. T. Clanton, D. D , of New Orleans, Recording Sec etary of the 
Foreign Mission Convention, is one af the busy men of the meeting. He is 
District Secretary of the A. B. P. Society, for the Gulf States, and is an 
active and earnest worker. He studied at Leland University and New 
Orleans University, and graduated from Morgan Park Seminary, being the 
first colored graduate from that institution. He has done very little pas
toral work.

Rev. C L Puree, D. D , of Selma, Ala., is one of the silent men of the 
Convention, yet one of the most popular and prominent. He is a South 
Carolinian by birth and was educated at Richmond Institute and has 
followed a special line of study since leaving school. He was President of 
Selma University for several years, and it is in this position that he made 
his best record. He is now general Missionary for Alabama and was 
elected Assistant Secretary of the National Convention at the present 
session.

Rev. Taylor Fryerson of Pearliqgton, Miss., belongs to the old school 
of ministers and is primitive in his doctrinal preaching, in which line be is 
original and practical. He is deeply interested in the foreign mission 
work, but is loyal to every denominational enterprise.

Rev. Caesar Johnson.of Raleigh, N C , is another one of the ante-bellum 
day figures, and has baptized 5,000 people and organized 300 churches. He 
attended Shaw University and was an earnest and efficient student. He 
has had considerable success in business as well as in religious 
affairs. He attends all the conventions and takes a lively interest in what 
goes on.
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Rev H W Owen, D. D., of Columbus, Miss., is pastor of a large 
church in that city, and is President of the General Convention of Missis
sippi He is a self-made man, having only had the benefit of elementary 
training, but has pursued special study and is considered scholarly and 
profound. He is n t an orator in the usual acceptation of the term, but he 
is a pointed atd convincing preacher. He always attends the conventions 
and is an influential member.

Rev. J. Yates, of Houston, Texas, is another one of the “old timers ” 
who is respected and loved by all the members of tie Convention. He has 
been in the pastorate about twenty-six years and has baptized more than 
3 000 souls. He is tow pastor of Bethel Church, Houston, and is a trustee 
of the Houston Academy, and takes a deep interest in educational matters.

Prof. JV ^Holmes, A. M., of Atlanta, is a Georgian by birth and has 
spent his whole life in that State. He i<a graduate of Atlanta Senjinary, 
where he has been a pre feasor for several years and ranks among the most 
scholarly young men in the denomination.

Rev, Wm Massey, pastor of the First Bapt'st church Austin, Texas, 
is one of the leading ministers in that Stite as well as an active member of 
the conventions. He has been in the ministry a quarter of a century and 
done much work. For seven years he was president of the State Baptist 
Convention and is a prominent leader of what is known as the "old con
vention."

Rev. P. H. Collier, of Houston, Texas, is one of the most aggressive 
men in the convention. He is now Sunday-school Missionary but was for
merly a p: s or at Luling. He is a Texan by birth and is a noted organizer 
and it is this charsc'.eris'.ic that makes him prominent.

Rev W. G. Parks, of Knoxville, Tenn., is one of the most active men 
in the convention, atd he is just as active in Tennessee, wh-. re he is a 
prominent pastor.. He went from Chattanooga to Knoxville about a year 
ag >, where he is popular. He has had only a common school training, but 
has made good use of what he has learned.

Rev. G W. Ward, D D., of Kentucky, “states" more points of order 
in the convention than any man in attendance, and he generally states 
them right. Dr. Ward is pastor of a church in Eminence, Kentucky, and 
is well tbougut of in his State. He is tne first minister in Kentucky to 
take the post graduate course in the State University and obtain the degree 
of Bachelo- of Divinity.

Rev. H C Robinson, pastor First Baptist church, Washington, D. C, 
is one of the strong men of the convention, as he is in his adopted city. 
He is a native Virginian and graduated at Wayland Seminary, and has dis
tinguished himself as a clAirch builder.

Rev. C. H. Clark, D D., pastor <f Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Tenn., is a native Kentuckian and is a strong and eloquent preacher Tall 
an 1 erect in stature with a well rounded, musical voice, he is sure to attract 
attention. He delivered one of the most impressive speeches heard at thia 
session of the convention.

Professor A. Orr, of Texas, is one of the few laymen in the convention. 
He is a well-to do farmer and is principal of the colored public school in 
Sherman, Tex.,'where he is respected and has large influence. He takes a 
deep interest in denominational enterprises, to which he is a liberal giver.

Rev. J. P. Robinson, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
Ark., is a unique character in the convention on account of the dry humor 
with which he accompanies his short addresses in the convention. He was 
born in Mississippi, but removed to Arkansas in childhood. He is vice- 
president of the State convention and a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Arkansas B iptist College.

Rev. A. Hnbbs, of Galveston, Tex., is small in stature, but has a large 
voice and is a good preacher. He is pastor of“L” Avenue Church, the 
finest colored church in Texas. He is a Louisianian and studied at Leland 
University. fie is now superintendent of missions for what is known as the 
new convention.

Rev. A. M. Middlebrooks, Pine Bluff, Ark., is another one of the “ big 
men ” of the convention, bringing down the scales at 940 pounds and is 
generous to a fault. He is one of the quiet members, seldom speaking, ex
cept upon race problems. He is a Georgian by birth and studied at Atlanta 
University. He is a busines - man as well as a preacher and is considered 
wealthy and is a liberal donor to all denominational enterprises. He is 
now Sunday school missionary for his State. He could live upon his in
come,. but prefers labor to idleness.

Rev. J. R. Bennett, of Hot Springs, Ark., is among the most active 
men in the convention. He is pastor of the Roanoke Church and came 
from Texarkana about seven years ago. He is one of the leading spirits in 
the Arkansas Baptist College at Little Rock and is now secretary of its 
Board of Trustees.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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POETRY.

A DEDICATORY POEM.
Read on the occasion of the laying of the corner stone of the 

Second Baptist Church, at Washington, D. C , Oct, 8th, 1894.

BY J. T. C. NEWSOME.

Author of‘“T^?Secrets of Success,” afd "Lost by Love, or The Folly of 
Flirting ”

Hail, sacred mound, whose lofty head 
In glory soon shall pierce the sky ;

Whose massive pillars, be it said, 
Are tokens of long memory.

Hail, church of God, about whose shrine 
The countless thousands will unite;

Hail to His name, whose hand divine 
Shall plant this stone for God and right.

0, house of hope, of faith, of love, 
Of consecration, stem and true,

In solemn rev’rence here will move 
The saints of God, gentile and Jew!

As generations come and go, 
Thy spires will point the upward way

To him who would thy purpose know, 
Respect thy law, and love thy day.

When unborn ages press this scene,
And view the stone which here is laid,

’Twill tell them, as in mem’ry ^jreen, 
Thy age, thy name, in marble made.

Far, far from this unhonored plain 
Will be these feet which stand thee round.

In othei> wards will they be lain;
On other plains will they be found.

But thou, like lighthouse, tall and firm, 
To guide this carnal ship of state

From rock, and reef, and bar, and storm, 
Will stand thro’ years of will and fate.

0, heav’nly Builder of mankind, 
The architect of beast aid bird, 

Though here temptations storms we find, 
We’ll seek protection in thy word !

As was thy life m word and deed, 
So shape the acts of sinful men, 

That they may prove no more a reed, 
Which shall be shaken by the v ind.

And in the end it ours may be 
To share the plaudits of thy grace, 

Where, in eternal glory, ve
Shall view the splendor of thy face.

AMERICA.
BY WALTER H. BROOKS, D. D.
America, the fr< e,
Our home shall ever be,

While life remain,
Here where our fathers wrought,
Through centuries for naught, 
Their bodies sold and bought

For other’s gain.
Here, where the swarthy brave,
On Boston Common, gave

To fame his life;
Where ’neath the Southern sky,
To keep our flag on high, 
Black heroes rush’d to die

Amid the strife.
Where sable thousands fell,
'Mid canistei and shell,

A hero-band,
That slavery, cruel, strong,
The Nation’s blot and wrong, 
Might cease, while Freedom’s sorg

Filled all the land.
Jehovahj—God alone,
Thy grace to us mak-. known, 

In Jesus’ name;
Let knowledge l.ere abound,
The arts of peace be found,
With statesmen, sage and sound, 

Guard thou cur fame.
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Let wrong and hatred ceas*,
The races dwell in peace, 

Throughout the land;
And justice,—cdlor blind,
Take cognizance of mind,
And all to each be kind,

From strand to strand,
—Newport, R. I., Aug., 13, /S94.

DE CHANY CUP.
PROF. D WEBSTER DAVIS. RICHMOND, VA.

A true incidental came sweetly under the eye of the writer.
Our church had a meeting : the brethren fathered

To transact the I usineis they had for the Lord ;
To “turn out” the lambs who had strayed from the sheepfold, 

And to “ take in ” repentants in azcord with His Word.
The axe had been falling with impartiality

Ou drunkards and policy players of old,
On sisters wto’d fallen from pathwajs of virtue

And all who had wandered like sheep from the fold.
At last came a sister whose skirts were all muddy

With drabbling in sin all the days of her youth,
Had been caught and excluded amid tears of the brethren,

But now would return to the pathway of truth :
“ I am truly repentant, the Lord has forgiven,

Since last month, when excluled, I’ve prayed night and day, 
Will you, brethren, forgive and restore me to fellowship,

And with Jesus to guide, I'll no more go a tray.”
“ Bless the Lord,” said the brethren ; “ Amen," said the sisters, 

“ Thank God she’s returning; I move take her in.”
The motion was carried with great hallelujahs

For the sitter restored from the pathway of sin.
Brother Slaughter waxed warm, and spoke of the prodigal,

And rejoicing in heaven o'er sinners returned.
“ Ef you fall donot waller, you kin tell a true Christian, 

Fur down in de heart spir’tial oil will burn.”
“ De sister am good ez befo ef not better,

Fur dear is de lams whin returned to de fol,
Ef you gwine to sin jes be silo you don’t waller

An youz.sho ub de glory as de pig in his hole.”
Up spoke Brother Van : " My brudder hole on dar 

Youz ressin de scripshur an teachin’ us wrong.
’ Taint better to wander den keep de straight pafway, 

An de Lord lube de lams dat keep right along.”

“ I once had a chany cup I sot quite much sto’ by, 
One day bein’ keerless I drapped on de flo,

I patched it wid glue an dough it hel’ water,
/t nebber did ring like it did befo. ”

You may dribe in a nail right in dis here pos* here, 
Den draw out de nail, but de holens still dar.

You may bun you fhar arm an heal up de bun, sah, 
But de schar will tell on you wharebber you are."

“ True de prodigal son got some fine clos’ an some vittles, 
But long he’d bin starbin wid nuthin to whar,

While de boy dat stayed home got de bes ub de pickins, 
Wid lots ub fine raiment an plenty to sbpar

You wimmen who stray frum de pafway ub virtue
May be stoed to de chuch an your sins plastered o’er, 

But like bells widout clappers mos always remain, sah,
An dey nebber kin ring like dey did befo."

Brother Van told the truth : true we may be forgiven, 
But the world looks askance and is hard and i< cold, 

To some sins, most especially deparlures fro n virtue, 
So ’tis best not to fall to return to the fold,

But up in that land where forgiving s forgetting, 
In the beautiful light of eternity’s shore,

The bells on earth broken ; up there fully mended 
Again may ring out as they did he'ore

SUNSHINE AND RAIN.
MISS LULU B. ELLIOTT, MONT CLAIR, N. J.

Would 3 ou have it always sunshine, 
And never, never rain ?

Would you have the days all golden, 
Without one thought of pain.

Life would be but half enjoyed, 
If that should be thy ilea,

There is no life without its tossings, 
Like the calm and troubled sea.

You who have dart clouds of sorrow,
And the arrow of pain,

Think ! That on the awaken morrow 
The sun will shine again.

There’s no cloud without its sunshine, 
No life without its pain,

For every cloud has a silver lining, 
And every lifs its rain.
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MEMORIAL ODE.—“OUR OWN ECKSTEIN.
REV. C. H. PARRISH, A. M. HATTIE A. GIBBS.

[Tune : Simmons J
0 GcH, »e celebrate this day, 

All glory now be thine
For memories graven on onr hearts

For the gift “ Our wn Eckstein.”
All thank- fir frienc’s alive or dead, 

Whose h- arts thon didst incline
• To-bnild/or hand, for heart and head

This-schs-ol, “Our Own Eckstein.”
/Cet ow s fceart now sing foMjoy,

The orphans,-i^ord enshrine. 
As struggling students gladly point

To the gift “ Our Own Eckstein.”
Grant zriend? and means to keep the work, 

0 let it stane for time,
In memory of our honored dead,

The gift “ Our Own Eckstein.”
And when our days on earth are done,

And we to death resigned, 
O may we in that better land

Praise God for “ Our Own Eckstein.”

SERMONIC SECTION.

DOES IT PAY ?

BY C. H. PAYNE, D. D., MONTGOMERY, W. VA.

Preached before the West Virginia Baptist State Convention, at 
Huntington, June I, 1894, and published by order 

of the Convention In Baptist Magazine.
Text “ Godliness is profitable unto all things.”— 1 Tim. iv. 8.

We take a position on yonder mountain and turn our faces 
toward the East, and we behold the sun as he drives his chariot 
through the gates of the Orient and with his sceptre forces might 
away. We turn our faces then toward the West, and we behold 
the beautiful Ohio as she sweeps by in the distance, bearing 
upon her proud bosom majestic steam craft, ladened with the 
commerce of many states; and spread out before us lies this 
beautiful city whose mills and factories and foundries and busi
ness houses and streets are filled by busy bustle, and the air is 
also filled by smoke and sound produced by the great activity of 
her people. Surely all this is not produced by aimless, thought
less lunatics. No, no, these are all active, practical, sane people 
trying to settle the question, does it pay ? They are all trying 
to make money and they are right too. Money is a good and 
useful thing; it brings comfort, secures ease, enables one to take 
sea baths, breathe fresh mountain air and look upon the beauties 
of nature and art, no matter where they are located. With 
money we can purchase nice houses, fine furniture, beautiful 
flowers and costly silks. It also, enables people to build meet
ing houses,and to send the gospel to the heathen; it brings joy to 
the widow’s heart, and dries the orphan’s tears. • It does pay 
then. The avocations of the world pay, men make them pay. 
Now, will religion pay ? This question seems enough to startle 
you but it is not sacrilege to ask it. We can with perfect pro
priety ask it. We are willing to put Christianity to this test. It 
it .will not pay then let it go. Does it pay the country and the 
world ? Go to India; a grand country, beautiful mountains, 
lovely vales, and grand rivers sweep through the post verdict 
and verdict period, until you find the fully developed Brahanm 
with his lofty countenance and stately stepping ruling the lands
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while a subtle Pantheism roots itself everywhere into the soil of 
Hindo thought. Where are her railroads, telegraph lines, insti
tutions of learning, where are her commerce and civilization ? 
They are not. Buddha leaped from the jungles of Uruvela and 
cried in the ears of all men, “ Cease from sin, get virtue, cleanse 
the heart! ” This is the doctrine of Buddha. This however, 
did not yield the revenue for which the heart yearned and the 
nature struggled. Oh, lift up the cros^ in that beautiful land, 
and then it is certain that a Voice will soon come sweeping 
across the sea, it will pay. Look out over Egypt, grand old 
Egypt, the cradle of all the civilization-, the bnth place of 
history, and see the channels of thought poisoned by the teach
ings of th<4 pn^hct of Mecca. Grand old countries, there they 
are, prostrate beneath the foot of twe Turk. A moral sirocco 
has swept over the land, only here and there a blossom charged 
with moral fragrance blooms and sweeps around to old moss 
grown China, the oldest empire of the world with her 400,000,- 
000 souls.

Her foundations were laid before Piato saw the light, before 
Alexander had fought a battle and before Ro nulus had founded 
the walls of the Western Empire, old stubborn Cnina existed. 
The Brah nin, the Buddist, thi^arsee and Confucius have all 
tried to lift her into the sunlight of a better civilization ; but still 
she is carry coal to her cities on horseback, and until within a 
few years she was locked up completely without any other hope 
than an eternal sleep after death. Let us now turn from this 
dark picture and look for a moment at those countries blessed 
with the presence and power of our holy Christianity. What has 
she done for them ? She has cut down their forests, plowed up 
their prairies, cut through their mountains, built up cities and 
towns, erected churches, school houses and hospitals. Mines 
have been laid open and the treasures of the mountains have 
been poured into the coffers of the nations.

She has elevated the morals; enlarged the charities; quelled 
animosities, and polished society where ever she has gone. A 
message from ocean to ocean or to Europe is only the work of 
an hour. A trip across a continent or an ocean is but the pass
time of a week. Christianity elevates the mind of a people to a 
higher plain and strengthens the intellect for discovery ;* science 
walks safely only when she places her hand in the hand*of 
Christianity, the great guardian of the country. No ship of state 
has ever sunk when the Christian religion was on board. Let 
her fair hand be on the wheel and the storm king may fling his 
lightnings and hurl his bolts crashing through the billows as 

they leap .to smite the clouds. The deep toned thunders may 
crash from shore to shore, still she will out-ride the storm. The 
clouds will melt away, the air will againjje filled with music and 
redolent with the odor of sweet spices wafted from the land of 
promise.

Does religion pay the nations? Let them answer, and if 
they are true to what must, in spite of everything, be their con
victions, the answer will come in thunder tones, “ Godliness is 
profitable unto all things.” I believe with all my heart that 
America is more indebted to our holy Christianity for everything 
that is necessary to the true hippiness and prosperity of our 
people than to all the statesmen, and all the warriors the country 
has ever produced.

Oh, that all the nations of the earth would come and shake 
hands around the cross, embrace each other at the open sepul
chre, and there on the anvil of eternal truth beat their »swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, and let the 
nations learn that it is not politics alone, but politics energized 
and controlled by godliness that must ultimately bring together 
the nations of the earth and cement them by the great hand of 
the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. If this were 
done, we could send back man’s history to be filled with the 
folios of eternity as well cis to be read by all the ages, proclaim
ing frotn this grand national and international standpoint that 
“ Godliness is profitable unto all things.” Let us follow the 
thought into the realm of personal or individual experience. 
We will go on the sea and in the storm when the billows are 
rolling mountain high, kissing the clouds in their lofty ascent, 
and the ship laden with human freight is struggling for life, and 

' strong men quake with fear, and women become frantic because 
of the horrors created by the awful danger of a watery grave, at 
such times only those can be calm who have unshaken faith in 
the one who said to the sea, “ Peace, be still.”

John Wesley had such an experience when he, in 1735, was 
crossing the ocean, coming as a missionary to the Indians. 
Then let us go on the battlefield .where thfe contest has begun, the 
skirmishers have been withdrawn, the struggle has commenced— 
they go in by regiments, the roll of musketry is heard, now the 
brigades pass forward, the artillery now begins to belch forth the 
missiles of death and destruction. The poor fellows are falling 
on every hand—brigades, divisions and finally army corps swing 
into position and the two armies meet, they meet, and the shock 
is like an earthquake, the order to charge bayonets is given, 
that is the time the noble boy fell, the dreadful bloody work is 
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done. Night comes on and stops the carnage. The moon looks 
coldly down upon the scene—there, there lies a splendid boy, he 
was his mother’s darling and his sister’s idol, but he is mortally 
wounded and is dying, stoop and listen, he has a message for 
you. What is it ? “ Tell mother to meet me in heaven.” Oh, 
sirs, whaPis religion worth to the dying soldier, or what is it 
worth to that mother and sister whose heart went out to the 
grave with the boy ? All the gold of Ophir would not purchase 
that mother’s hope of heaven. When the campfires are again 
kindled and the colonel, by the chaplains’s request, has the men 
called together for prayer, and the general appears at the meet
ing and is called upon to pray, Oh, how deep and fervent are his 
petitions as* h^frays for the mothersgfind sisters and wives, who 
are bereft, and for the protection or his soldiers who are still 
spared. For such a commander, soldiers will fight to the death 
every time. As a soldier and officer his religion is worth more 
to him than his salary. Take it into the storehouse, there it 
makes a man honest; his weights and measures are up to the 
standard ; his yard stick measures thirty-six inches every time, 
he never sells sheepskin gloves for kid, or paper-sole shoes for 
leather. People find him out and trust his honesty and judg
ment, and it pays him a thousand fold. Take it in the home, 
and it makes a true, faithful and brave husband and father; it 
also makes a devoted, affectionate wife and mother, and happy, 
pious children. In time>of great personal trouble, when false 
friends and fierce enemies are seeking ones destruction, when the 
cruel, heartless, ingrate, whom you have aided in every way 
possible, Judas like, betrays and sells and causes the heart to 
almost break, then Godliness furnishes the only support and 
pays the sufferer a thousand fold. Bring Christianity into the 
house of mourning, the doctor has done all he could, the hus
band and father is dead, the strong arm upon which the wife and 
children had leaned so long is cold and lifeless; but all is not 
lost, for hope spans the grave with the bow of promise, and in 
our heavenly home, doubtless this very moment, many are say
ing, Godliness is profitable unto all things.” Now brethren, 
you have passed through the toils and labors of the past conven
tional year, let me say to you that no matter what you may have 
borne and how much discouragement you have suffered, be of 
good cheer; for a few more fleeting years and those of us who 
have been for years toiling amid the hills and valleys of this land 
will walk the streets of the new Jerusalem, and in the midst of 
that innumerable host of the redeemed, crying aloud and shout
ing in tones of ecstatic joy, “Godliness is profitable unto all things.”

THE FORMATION AND IMPORTANCE OF CHARACTER.

A Sermon to Young People.

BY REV. W. T. JOHNSON, B. D., LEXINGTON, VA.

Text:—“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches and 
loving favor rather than silver and gold.”—Prov. xxii. 1.

I highly appreciate the opportunity of addressing the young 
people of Pulaski City at this hour. Your presence here this 
afternoon, tells me that you are eager to hear what I have to say 
to you. I know of no words more appropriate for the basis of 
my remarks than the words found in Prov. xxii. 1 ;• “A 
good name is rather to be chosen than great riches and loving 
favor rather than silver and gold.” Dear young men and women, 
while the Bible inculcates love of God as a duty of paramount 
excellence, at the same time it exhorts us to think on those 

.things that are lovely and of good report among men. The 
Bible does, nut only exhibit the character of God and the scenes 
of the iuture world, but it gives a system of instruction and 
example' of precept and motive to the young, as well as to the 
old and middle-aged, in all the relations of ordinary life, and it 
further urges us to do and regard those things that will purify 
the heart, elevate the affection and add dignity and worth to 
character. Hence I recommend the Bible to you as the sweetest 
solace of life, the noblest ornament of time, the choicest treasure 
of the soul and the best gift of God to a guilty world. It is a 
natural tendency of men and women to covet a good name 
among men, but this alone will not be sufficient to make you an 
heir of heaven. Hence you must not be negligeht to covet that 
new and everlasting name, which shall not be cut off. The text 
suggests to us as a subject “ The formation and importance of 
character.” In discussing the subject, let ds notice:

I. The means of forming character.
II. Some considerations of its inestimable value.
1. If you were about to draw an elegant portrait you would 

begin by forming in your own mind a distinct image of what you 
wished to delineate or picture on the canvass. So in this case 
under consideration, you must get a clear idea of the desired 
character or the good name which is referred to in our text (and 
declared to be above price,) and then proceed by God’s help to 
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come into the possession of it. This name differs essentially 
from a great and popular name.

A man may be great and popular v ithout being good, as 
has been illustrated in the case of Brutas, etc. Hence to be 
popular is no evidence < f real worth of character. Character 
does not depend on riches or popular opinion but on permanent 
excellence.

It might be well for us to look at some of the constituent 
principles of this character or good name just referred to. In 
such a character we look for

a. Integrity, that unbending regard for rectitude, which 
the wqrl^o much needs to day

b. Independence. I don’t^niean that one who possesses 
this name, must sever his connection with the surrbunding 
world and become isolated, but while he sustains such close rela
tions to the world, he must be too independent (God helping) to 
stoop to low things.

c. Benevolence. If there is any one thing needed on the
part of young people to-day, it is a more benevolent spirit on the 
part of church, Sunday school and Missionary enterprises. Will 
you awake! ■ . .

d. Deep piety toward God. The thing that drapes our 
churches in mourning, throws the veil of sadness over our Sun
day-school and Missionary enterprises, is the lack of deep piety.

These points are so fundamental, that in the absence of 
them, no one can form a character which has any stability or 
worth. '

It must be remembered that such a character as has been 
sketched is the fruit of personal exertion. It cannot be inherited, 
neither can it be created by external advantages. Since this is 
true you should take the advantage of the early part of life and 
lay well your foundation upon which you are .to erect this mas
sive structure, known as character. Truly character may be 
likened to a plant of slow growth and very easily withered. 
Examples of withered characters are very numerous in the 
world. Men and women who once bid fair to success, but now 
are stranded upon the shore of time as wrecks, being mor
ally, intellectually, physically and spiritually blasted with shame 
and contempt. Simply because they failed to lay well the foun
dation of true character. Let these walking specimeni be spec
tacles for you who hear me to day.

jX0?1 m LSt h,a.ve a h‘gh ideal. No man can be expected to 
ns® h,gher Jt*1 ai) his own standard of excellence. If a man shoots 
at the sun his bullet will certainly rise higher than the earth. 

Now, dear young people, If you take Christ as your standard of 
excellence you will be lifted from the dens ot wickedness and 
vice and your thoughts will be purified and elevated. You can 
be what you resolve to be if it accords with the will of God. 
When I was but a lad I resolved to do something for God and his 
kingdom on earth and God has helped, me in that resolution. 
He will help you if you make the resolution.

Let your associates be such that God will be pleased with. 
Do not associate with individuals, simply because they are men 
and women, but see that moral worth and dignity are attached 
to them. Always have a deep and practical sense of responsi
bility to God, then you will succeed where others fail. Thus con
sidering in an imperfect manner the means we pass on to the 
importance of character.

(a.) Protection against suspicion, etc.
(£.) Creates Friends. w
(r.) Opens up a way to wealth, honor and happiness.
Dear young people, some of you are to be leaders, figuring 

conspicu >usly in the religious, moral, social, intellectual and 
business world, and your future happiness and eternal destiny 
depend largely upon the characters that each one of you is now 
forming. Is there any demand for such characters as described 
in our argument? Yes. The following claimants demand them.

1. The World.* 2. The Government. 3. The Nation. 4. 
The Race. 5. Your own City. 6. Your own fireside. 7. Con
science. 8. God himself calls for such a character to labor m 
his vineyard. ,

Dear young people, if you want to be triumphant m the 
end, and go home rejoicing, carrying many sheaves with you, 
you must possess the good name referred to in our text. Con
sciousness of the possession of this good name will make you

Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone :

Dare to have a purpose firm, and 
Dare to make it known.
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EDITORIAL SECTION.

WANTED, DISTRICT SECRETARIES.

The National Baptist Convention at its meeting in Mont
gomery a few weeks since adopted a resolution requesting the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society of New York to appoint 
one or more Colored District Secretaries. Revs. W. B. Johnson, 
P. F. Morri^and J. E. Jones, were- appointed to lay this matter 
before the Satiety. The Georgia Baptist regards this as a wise 
thing to be done and trusts the Society will be so impressed.

We have men in our ranks that will command the ear and 
respect of the bulk of our denomination in any state. Such a 
man would 'doubtless be able to increase largely, money raised 
among colored churches to aid the Society in its work. The 
masses must be reached more largely and effectively than here
tofore.— Georgia Baptist.

You are right, Dr. White. The numerical strength of 
Negro Baptists lacks concentration, and the appointment of Dis
trict Secretaries, under the A. B. H. M. Society, an organization 
that is close to the heart of all Negro Baptists, in every section, 
is the proper method to enforce in securing this end.

The Society,has just passed through one of the most trying 
ordeals in its history. We have lent our aid financially. If there 
had been a District Secretary to manage the raising of money, our 
contributions would have been larger, because the claims of the 
Society would have been more intelligently placed before the peo
ple. If the American Baptist Publication can support two, cer
tainly the Home Mission Society can one.

We hope this request of the Convention will not be ignored 
and that such co-operative plans may be fixed as to have a 
strong man upon the field at an early day.

We can never get the sympathy and-co operation that 
should obtain toward this noble Society and its work, until some 
one comes among us, who is one of us, and appeals to our loyalty 
and denominational sdlf-respect.

KENTUCKY’S NEW PRESIDENT.
We congratulate the State University, of Kentucky, on its 

selection of the scholarly, dignified and eloquent Dr. C. L. Burce, 
as President. No mistake has been made in settling this eminent • 
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educator as-the successor of the sainted Dr. Simmons and the 
erudite Dr. Garnett.

Verily, Kentucky is a great state, and has demonstrated her 
ability to grapple with hard questions and solve them without 
asking the country to do for her what she is able to do for her
self.

THE UNION OF NORTH AND SOUTH.
We do not think there is anything to fear in the agreement 

recently entered into by the representatives of the A. B. H. M. 
Society and the Southern Baptist Convention. Both sections 
should have been closer together in the conduct of missionary 
and educational’work long ere this. The Negro is a fixture in 
the South and the betterment of his condition must affect that 
entire section ; the southern brethren seem anxious to do some
thing to better his condition and every Baptist of every, section 
should give them the right hand of fellowship.

We, in the meantime, are keeping a straightforward course, 
building churches, establishing schools for higher education, 
educating ourselves and children, and improving ourselves in 
everyway. We pray God to bless this Union of North and 
South.

A NEW MODERATOR.
We record another instance of color blindness and recog

nition of ability, by the white Baptists of Pa., and especially the 
Philadelphia Association. At the last session of that body, Rev. 
T. D. Miller, D. D., Pastor of Cherry St. Baptist Church, Phila
delphia, was elected Moderator. This is an honorable distinc
tion, and when we remember, it is conferred by one of the oldest 
and most influential religious bodies in this country, it carries 
with it more edification and real satisfaction.

Dr. Miller is the oldest Pastor in Philadelphia, having just 
celebrated his thirtieth anniversary, and is regarded as one of the 
most eloquent pulpit orators in the Baptist denomination. We 
are informed by a beloved educator of our city, that he presided 
with grace and dignity. The Philadelphia Association has not 
only honored Dr. Miller, but the entire Negro race.

Rev. G. B. Howard, B. D., of West Virginia, stands in the 
front ranks, among the friends of the Magazine. He not only 
paid his subscription before we were born, but has sent more 
subscribers than any man in the South. The grand people he 
pastors put themselves on record as the first church to send us a
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collection. Who will be second on the list Brethren we are 
making Baptist history.

Many brethren will be asked in a private circular to advance 
five dollars as a five years subscription, in order to establish a 
“ Contingent F-nd ” for the Magazine. The Covention failed 
to do this and it was our most urgent need. We hope ift this 
way to raise $2.CZZ> in the next 90 days.

We shall publish in denominational papers the names of 
each person, as the amount is received at this office. Now let 
each pastor lead the way. and secure some deacon, or faithful 
member of his»ch^^h to do the same. If five dollars can t be 
spared send us three. D ; something mfre than praise us. Now 
let’s rally 1

We have kept every pledge made to the denomina
tion and will do the same in the future. Remember you are 
made a paid up subscriber for three or five years, according to 
the amount sent. Several brethren gave us their names at the 
Convention. Send in the cash at once. With the next issue we 
begin our second year. Help us to do so with enlarged assur
ances.

THRICE HONORED.
We congratulate Rev. M. W. Gi'b-.rt, A M,, on his choice of 

Savannah, Ga., as a field for pastoral labor. He has had a varied 
experience as pastor and teacher, and is therefore abundantly 
qualified for the work before him. That he is a very strong 
man is evidenced by hi' being thrice called to positions in differ
ent states. Nashville, Louisville and Savannah vied with one 
another in their attempt to secure the services of this eminent 
man of God.

Savannah has secured a man of excellent parts, pious, 
. scholarly, eloquent; true to his convictions, untiring in his effort 

to ameliorate the condition of his people, he is a blessing to any 
community.

THE CONVENTIONS.
The national meetings ^rought together the best representa- 

. tives of the denomination. Nearly 500 delegates were present, 
* including some of the strongest men in the denomination. The 

proceedings were characterized by eloquent addresses and ser
mons, ably written papers, and interesting reports of progress in 
the work in which the conventions are engaged. The sessions 
were not as orderly as in former years because of certain factional
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differences, dragged in by certain states, which did much to~ 
place the meetings in an unenviable light before strangers and 
many who had never attended such meetings, before.

Like all great deliberative bodies, in the heat of debate, the 
tide arose high, but it must be said to.the credit of the partici
pants, they were not bitter nor unchristian in feeling, but simply 
the enthusiastic utterances of men deeply in earnest, desirous of 
reaching the best plans in the work, which is so near the heart 
of every true Baptist.

It is, however, to be regretted that these differences of opin
ion should retard to such a great degree the work of the conven
tion, securing no visible or tangible results, and returning the 
delegation home, without renewed interest or disposition to 
attend subsequent meetings.

These meetings should be the pride of every N gro Baptist 
in the United States, stimulating greater loyalty to denomina
tional principles, broader ideas of what is implied in regenerated 
church membership, and renewed activity along all lines of Chris
tian work.

They help to give character to the denomination and show 
to the world the real strength of Negro Baptists, lessening the 
distance between all sections of the country by bringing together 
the leaders in mutual intercourse.

OUR LEADERS.
Among every people, in every age of civilization, there have 

always been leaders.. They give character and prestige, are 
essential as standards of morality, and organizing forces, and so 
develop and direct the community into its proper and legitimate 
channel.They are eminently necessary to the American Negro, be
cause he lacks knowlege and experience, and because of the 
vastness of the field before him and the danger of his taking the 
wrong path. Like all other people the relation of the individual 
to the whole is vital and far reaching, but because of the peculiar 
position of the Negro, as a conspicuous factor, in all the prob
lems that confront the American people, this is pre eminently 
true. Individual development means race development. In 
proportion as the first is. true the second will follow.

The religious leader represents a distinct class. He is the 
exponent of the religion he teaches and must possess all those 
graces found in the gospel of Christ, .coupled with a faithful per
formance of every duty. He must be pious, intelligent, self
denying, sympathetic, decided and experienced.
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The Baptist leader should be all this and more. He should 
be loyal to every principle of the denomination that honors him 
with leadership, and ought not be so honored until years of 
successful service entitles him to this dignified place. Purity of 
life, fixity of purpose, self-control, freedom from cliques and 
classes, with no friends to reward nor enemies to punish and no 
sordid ambition to satisfy.

At no time has this kind of leadership been more impera
tively necessary than now. Our denominational interests are 
daily multiplying, because our numbers are enlargening with 
marvellous rapidity, and we are taking our rightful place among 
the wise and tbovtj^tful of Christian denominations. We have 
come to the kingdom for such a time asfchis.

We must be wise in the selection of the men, who shall 
stand in the van of the denomination, for there are many strong 
and able men, who must follow, loyally and faithfully, and upon 
whom it is a reflection, to be led by vacillating temporizers, and 
seekers after office rather than true devotion to the cause they 
represent.

There is too much piety, brain, and experience in the minis
try among colored Baptists for us to go amiss in the selection of 
our leaders. We need to be more careful in the future, however, 
than we have been in the past, if we desire to maintain the excel
lent reputation we have already acquired in this direction. 
Verbum sat Sapienti.

* The sermon in the July number, entitled, “ The Great Com
mission, was from the pen of Rev. W. H. Scott, Pastor Calvary 
Baptist Church, Boston, Mass.

We regret that his name was accidently left off and that this 
fact should be made the occasion of a refusal on his part to sella 
few copies sent him or construed into an attempt at snubbery. 
The Magazine is above small things and has the most profound 
sympathy for men, who are afflicted with such narrow natures as- 
to imagine some one is ever attempting to get even with them.

The Magazine is a fixture. If a million and a half Negro 
aptists can t support such an enterprise they ought to forever 
ang their heads in shame. Every pastor.should send us a few 

subscribers. We don’t want names but cash with names. We 
must, have i ooo more cash subscribers by the next issue, Janu- 

95’ Who will help us? Remember the eyes of the 
world are upon us. Let us be equal to the occasion.
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REV. c. T. WALKER, D. D.

BIOGRAPHICAL SECTION.

REV. C. T. WALKER, D. D.

Rev. C. T. Walker, D. D., was born in Richmond County, 
Georgia, January 11, 1858. He united with the Franklin Cove
nant Baptist Church, in 1873, and was licensed in 1876, the next 
year, 1877, being ordained to the ministry. From the day of 
his regeneration he was a zealous Christian and was ordained to 
the ministry before he reached his twentieth year. Rev. Dj. 
Walker, received his literary training at Augusta Institute, now, 
Atlanta Baptist Seminary. At the age of twenty-one, he was 
noted as a preacher and had served several years as pastor of 
the church of which he was a member. While a student he 
built several church edifices and baptized over a thousand 
persons.

He is now pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Church, Au
gusta, Georgia, one of the largest and finest edifices, and most 
cultured congregations in the State. It is a monument to the 
energy, industry and devotion of the pastor.

In 1891, in company with Rev. Dr. E. R. Carter, of Atlanta, 
he made a trip through the historic countries of Europe, Egypt 
and the Holy Land. On his return he published a book entitled 
“ Letters from the Holy Land," which is a literary gem and has 
had an immense sale. He has delivered lectures in most of the 
leading cities and is considered an eloquent platform speaker.

He is one of the strongest preachers in this country. He 
enjoys an even flow of language, is cogent in argument, beautiful 
in rhetoric, and dignified in action. At the last session of the 
National Convention, he delivered the conventional sermon, and 
the delegation pronounced it a master-piece. He is Treasurer of 
the American National Baptist Convention, and has the distinc
tion of being a Doctor of Divinity.



268

REV. S. E. SMITH, D. D.

Among the mo-t enterprising, progressive and loyal men of 
the race will be found the subject of our sketch, who first saw 
the light of day in Barren County, Kentucky, in 1859. When a 
mere lad, through the death of his father, he was thrown out on 
the world to eke out a living for himself and widowed mother. 
Through* c!o?e application to wc^k and study he, early in life, 
mastered the common school branches and turned his attention 
to higher studies. In 1874 he professed a hope in Christ and 
became a member of the Baptist Church. In 1881 he entered 
the State University, at Louisville, Ky., from which he afterwards 
graduated with honors. When quite young he became identified 
with every move effected for the elevation and advancement of 
his race in the State. He was the founder of the Young Men’s 
Progressive Bind,'' of Louisville, now known as the Atheneaum. 
But few colored men of the South have been more active in 
political matters than has Rev. Smith. In 1884 he was a mem
ber of the National Republican Convention of Chicago, which 
nominated Blaine and Logan. Afterwards, in the same year, he 
was made Chairman of a mass meeting in that city which 
organized the Waiters’ Union. He was among the first to or
ganize the socities which now constitute the “ Baptist Women’s 
Educational Convention," at that time being closely associated 
with Dr. W. J. Simmons. In 1886 he was a member of a com
mittee which appeared before the Senate in Frankfort, in behalf 
of just laws for the colored people of the State, at which he dis
tinguished himself by delivering an able, scholarly and earnest 
address in the behalf of his race. In 1886 he was ordained to 
preach the Gospel, and has since made for himself a valuable 
•reputation as a pulpit orator and a successful pastor, and occupies 
a prominent position among the foremost Baptist clergymen of 
the country. He is a trustee of the State University and takes 
an active part in educational matters, as well as in everything else
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that pertains to the elevation and advancement of his people in 
the State. But few men in the State enjoy the social prominence 
that Rev. S. E. Smith does. As apolitical organizer he is known 
to have but few equals. He enjoys the distinction of having 
been a delegate to every National Republican Convention for 
the past twelve years. He is the present pastor of the Fourth 
Street Baptist Church of Owensboro, Ky.. at which place he is 
erecting a magnificent $20,000 brick church edifice. He has 
been very active in the fight against the Separate Coach Law. 
And as a member of the State Executive Committee has had 
charge of the details in the arrangements and execution of the 
present case.

Agents wanted III 
Good commission paid.



REV. P. F. MORRIS, A. M.

Rev. P. F. Morris, A. M., is a Virginian, and was educated 
at Howard University, Washington, D. C., from which he 
graduated with high honors. He is pastor of the Court Street 
Baptist Church, Lynchburg, Va., one of the strongest churches 
and one that has done more educational work than any other in 
the State., is Chairman of the Board of Education of the 
Virginia Baptist State Conventiof, and has done more in the 
twelve years, he has labored, for the educational advancement of 
Virginia Baptists than any man in Virginia.

He was the founder of the Virginia Seminary, located at 
Lynchburg, and had the honor of being its first president. He 
is also President of the National Baptist Educational Convention. 
Rev. Morris, is an eloquent preacher, and a powerful debater. 
His strong point is a great individuality coupled with a powerful 
intellectuality. He is true to his friends and invincible among 
his enemies. He is greatly beloved by all who know him, for 
his work and worth’s sake.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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ELIAS C. MORRIS, D. D.

Elias C. Morris, D. D.,'was born of slave parents in Murray 
County, Ga., May 7, 1855. At the close of the war his parents 
moved to Chattanooga, Tenn., and eighteen months later to Ala
bama, in which State he received a common school training. 
Not being able to secure a college education, at an early age he 
learned his trade, under Rev. Robert Caver, as a shoe-maker. 
Mr. Caver, rewarded his diligence by giving him entire charge of 
his business, from which Mr. Morris realized a handsome salary 
for one so young.

In 1874, he professed faith in Christ and united with the 
Morning Star Baptist Church, Stevenson, Alabama. He was 
granted liscense to preach in 1875, and made an effort to estab
lish a church, but before completing his work, was persuaded to 
go West. March 7th., 1877, he arrived at Helena-, Arkansas. 
There he connected with the Centenial Baptist Church, and in 
1879, was called to the pastorate.

In 1880, he was elected Secretary of the Baptist State Con
vention and received a re-election the next year. In 1882, he 
was elected president, which position he now holds. 1 le served 
six months under the A. B. H. M. Society, assisted in organizing 
the U. S. B. F. M. Convention, organized the first company for 
the publication of a denominational paper in the State. The rlrZ- 
ansaw Times, now the Baptist Vanguard, and was for four years 
its editor.

In 1884, he founded the Arkansaw Baptist College, this 
institution being under the control of Negro Baptists, and one of 
the best in the country. For two years he served as president 
and is now serving his sixth term as chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. He has built one of the largest Churches in Ark
ansas, is Vice-President of the American National Convention, 
and President of the Baptist Foreign Mission Convention, of the 
United States, President of the Publishing Committee of the 
Baptist Magazine, and one of its most ardent supporters, not
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only with words but money. He has made larger personal con
tributions than any man among us for the support of the 
Magazine.

He has been honored by the people of Arkansas, as a dele
gate to the National Convention of Colored Men, in i88i,the 
National Republican Convention, of 1884; and is a member of 
the Helena School Board. Dr. Morris, is eloquent as a preacher, 
mighty in debate, cool and clear-headed in business, genial in 
disposition, and unswerving in loyalty to Baptist principles. He 
holds a large place in the hearts of Negro Baptists and is always 
one of tbel^st popular men at o^r National Meetings.

BOOK REVIEWS.

Agents wanted 111 
Good commission paid.

A NEW BOOK.

The Rev. Isaac L. Thomas, B. D., a scholar, author, editor, 
poet, orator, and lecturer, is writing a new book, entitled, “Since 
the Emancipation.” The book shall embrace every phase of our 
progress since we have been free. We are satisfied that it shall 
have an immense sale when placed upon the market. Rev. 
Thomas will make a tour through Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louis
iana, Tennessee, Kentucky and Ohio, during the jnonths of 
October, November and December, to gather material for the 
book. We are confident that all persons who have an interest 
in the progress of the race will kindly and hospitably receive and 
encourage him in every way possible. His effort is indorsed by 
leading men of the race.

We should be proud of the fact that God has raised up a 
map with the ability and enterprise to give to our people and the 
world a volume on the Progress of our Race. A good thing 
contemplated should be emphasized. We ask the newspapers 
of the country to clip this notice and publish the same.

The History of the Anti-separate Coach Movement of Ken
tucky, by Rev. Dr. S. E. Smith, contains over 200 pages of 
excellent reading. It shows the determined fight being made in 
that state for equality and justice. The leading spirits in this 
conflict have set a noble example to the race—an example that 
should receive not only words of praise, but financial aid. Let 
no man plead poverty in aiding this worthy cause, but let all the 
people, North, South, East and West, see to it that this valuable 
book is put in‘the hands of every lover of liberty and fair play. 
The' price per cop/’is■ $ 1.oq and can be secured by addressing 

Rev. S. E. Smith, D. D., Owensboro, Ky.

The Hazelcy Family.—A beautiful story written by Mrs. 
A. E. Johnson, of Baltimore.. Its style is lucid and vigorous, its 
characters are natural and intensely interesting, its teaching 
scriptural and therefore elevating and impressive.
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Mrs. Johnson has placed herself among the best story 
writers of this century in giving to the .world “ Clarence and 
Corinne." and “ The Hazeley Family.” These books are pub
lished and sold by the American Baptist Publication Society, 
Philadelphia, Pa.

5 ? ? ? J
We desire to announce that persons having the first four 

copies of the ^ygazine, can have t^iem bound by sending the 

same to ou r office for 65 cts. If a dozen or more copies can be 
secured, the cost will only be 50 cts. Brethren should keep 

every copy and have them bound at the end of each year. We 
will furnish bound volumes of the first issue for $2.00. The 
book will contain 274 pages and be in leather and cloth binding.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.

TTZEBAPTIST MAGAZINE
is prepared to publish

MINUTES, &
PAMPHLETS,

& BOOKS
of every description and make. Cuts of churches and 
individuals at the lowest rates and upon shortest notice.

We only ask a chance to put in our bid for this 
kind of work, convinced that the high character of our 
workmanship, will satisfy the most exacting

Send in ^roirr orders.
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