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THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE AND HON. FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS.

Mr. Douglass says, “I find in the National Baptist Maga
zine, edited by Rev. W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., evidences of the 
increasing moral elevation and literary ability of the Colored 
Baptist denomination.

The Magazine in question is remarkably well printed on 
excellent paper, and gives a very encouraging view of the social 
and intellectual progress of the denomination.

It is surprising to observe the growing mental ambition of 
the colored people generally in the United States, and especially 
in the different religious denominations, such as the Baptists A. M. 
E. and Zion Churches, as represented in their several Quarterlies. 
I have been too long and too earnestly endeavoring to advance 
the interests of my people, not to appreciate and value highly 
these evidences of successful mental effort on their part.

I cannot but wish success to Rev. Dr. Bishop Johnson, in 
the sustentation of the Baptist Magazine.”

H°N" FREDERiCK DOUGLASS.
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A PLEA FOR THE AFRICANS.

REV. J. Q. JOHNSON,

Pastor Congdon Street Baptist Church, Providence, R. I.
(Continued.)

The descendants of all mankind from Noah, is of course a 
renewed testimony by the Scriptures to the unity of the human 
race. Ham *th?hsecond son of No^i, has four sons; Cush, 
Mizraim, Phiit and Canaan. Perhaps it would be well here to 
mention what Dr. Rufus L. Perry, says in “ The Cushite,” that, 
“ This chapter has 32 verses, 30 of which constitute a genealog
ical record of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Japheth is disposed 
of in just four verses, and Shem in eleven, while Ham the great 
head of the black or Cushite races, takes up fifteen verses or as 
many as Shem and Japheth put together. This is a remarkable 
fact, and the Hamitic branches of the human family are kept in 
conspicuous view throughout all the subsequent periods of Bible 
history.” Rawlinson states that “ The word “ Cush ” is in the 

x authorized version for the most part translated by “ Ethiopia.” 
In this rendering our translators followed the old Latin version 
known as the Vulgate, which here accords with the Septuagint.

7 Now Ethiopia, which is a Greek word adopted by the Romans, 
designates (according to Greek and Roman notions) especially 
the country lying immediately to the South of Epypt, the 
modem Abyssinia; and the Ethiopians are especially the people 
of this country, the progenitors of most of the modern Abyssians. 
Undoubtedly mis tract and people were included under the term 
“ Cush,” by the Hebrews as is evident from Ezek. xxix. 10, 2 
Chron. xiv. 9, xvi. 8, 2 Kings xix. 9, Isa. xx. 3-5, Dan. xi. 43, 
and Nahum iii. 9. But thefe are passages, says he, which show 
that- the Hebrew application of the term, both geographically 
and ethically was considered wider than this. An Asiatic Cush 
is often indicated in scripture, Ezek. xxxvii. 5, Isa. xi. 11. This 
Asiatic Cush apparently embraces parts of Arabia. Gen. x. 7, 

Isa. xliii. 3, and xlv. 14, Mesopotania, Gen. x. 8-10, and the 
region still further to the eastward, Ezk. xxxviii. 5, Isa. xi. 11. 
The wiiter of the genealogy therefore probably intends to state 
that the primitive inhabitants of these various tracts, the Ethiop
ians proper above Egypt, a portion of the Arabians, the primi
tive Babylonians and their neighbor to the eastward, were 
among the descendants of Noah’s second son, the patriarch 
Ham. The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, 
and Nimrod ; Raamah begat Sheba, Dedan and Sabtecha. Now 
these are the races that derived their origin from the primitive
Ethiopians.

“ The name Seba,” says Rawlinson, “ seems to have been 
applied in ancient times to a particular portion of the East 
African country which bore the general designation of Cush or 
Ethiopia. The Scriptures speak of Seba and the Sabaeans, and 
is usually connected wtth Ethiopia proper and Egypt. They 
were called " men of stature," and Herodotus remarks, “ that the 
Ethiopians of his day had the character of being the tallest 
and handsomest nation in the world.” Information concerning 
Havilah and Sabtah, is quite obscure and uncertain. "The 
Cushite race here called Raamah was overlaid,” says Rawlinson, 
and eclipsed by its descendants the most celebrated of South 
Arabian tribes, Sheba and Dedan. Sheba must undpubtedly be 
connected with the great race of the Sabaeans which as early as 
Solomon’s time was the chief in Arabia, Sheba was no doubt a. 
mixed race composed of Shemites. Dedan is bound eastward of 
Sheba along the Persian gulf where the name still lingers in the 
Island of Dedan. Isaiah speaks of the Dedanians as travellers 
and Ezekiel enumerates them among the merchants who carried 
precious things to Tyre, Isa. xxi. 1-3, Ezek. xxvii: 20. The location 
of the Cushite Dedan, in the immediate neighborhood of Chaldea 
and the gulf is most certain. The connection of Sabtechah 
is unknown. • “ The conclusion to be drawn,” says Rawlinson, 
“ is that the primitive inhabitants of almost all southern and 
south eastern Arabia along the coast as far as the Persian gulf 
were descendants of Cush, emanating from Ethiopia, (or Abys
sinia) and pushing eastward.”
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Nimrod, designated the mighty hunter, was the founder of 
the Babylonian empire and whose descendants built the city of 
Nineveh. Let us again use the words of that noted authority 
Rawlinson. He says, “ The meaning of the writer (that is the 
Bible historian) cannot be doubted. He intended to state that 
Nimrod and his people, the conquering race which first set up a 
monarchy in lower Mesopotamia and built or occupied the great 
cities of the Alluvial plain, Babel or Babylon, Accad, Erech or 
Orchoe, and Calneh or Calno, were Cushites ; a kindred race to 
the people of Ethiopia proper, or the tract about the great Nile 
afflueri^and to various trib^p scattered along the south-western, 
southern and eastern shores of the Arabian peninsula,” further 
more he says; “The results are that once more the modern 
science of ethnology, arguing wholly from the facts ol language 
has come to a conclusion announced more than 3.000 years ago,. 
by the author of Genesis. The author of Genesis united 
together as members of the same ethnic family; the Egyptians, 
the Ethiopians, the Southern Arabians, and the primitive inhabi
tants of Babylon. Primeval history is thus confirmed most 
signally by modem research, and the record in Genesis proved 
to be the most authentic record ^e possess tor the affiliation of 
races. A word as to Mizraim and the ancient Egyptians. Rid- 
path in Vol. I. “Universal History,” states as follows, “ It is 
conjectured that a fable people who" first inhabited Egypt was 
displaced by a white race coming from the East, arjd they 
became the noted Egyptians of history’. But there is nothing 
trustworthy as far as our knowledge goes to support this posi
tion.” “ But what is clear,” says Rawlinson, “ is that the writer 
intended to state, that the Egyptians spoken of in connection 
w’ith the history of Abraham, Joseph, and Moses were like the 
Cushites or Ethiopians the descendents of Ham. That the Egyp
tians descended from Ham was beleived by the Jews, who called 
Egypt the land of Ham. Chapter cv. 23, 27, and Chapter Ixxviii. 
51." Then if this is a fact, that, the ancient Egyptians .who 
figure so prominently in history, representing one of the oldest 
civilizations on record, were descendants of Mizraim, the son of 
Ham; how preposterous Ind undeserving is the argument pre

sented by some as to the unfitness and incapbility, constitution
ally, from the beginning are the descendants of Ham.

Phut the third son of Ham is represented as occupying that 
portion of country in close proximity to Egypt, perhaps Nubia. 
The term is somewhat obscure and very little reliable is 
known of thein. It appears that they were absorbed by the sur
rounding and dominating races and finally lost their individual 
distinction. It is asserted that they went into north-western 
Africa, and founded the empire of the Moors. Canaan is not 
identified with African <<aces geographically, being the ancient 
inhabitants of Palestine and lower Syria. Now we have in brief 
from reliable sources and^the sacrcci record, endeavored to prim
itively locate the various descendants of Ham, but this is not all 
we have only endeavored to account for the origin of the races 
in one compartively small portion of this great continent now 
supposed to be over 200,000,000 in population. After careful 
examination it does seem highly probable, that the people set
tled to the south and south-east of Egpyt, early sent out colonies 
to settle other parts of the country which no doubt is the origin 
of most if not all the tribes in Eastern and Southern Africa.

Rev. J. G. Wood, in his work on Africa says ; “ The tribes 
of South Africa though numerous, are no doubt from the same 
group of the human family.” To say that the present tribes 
were the aborigines would be going too far, for it is quite evident 
that stronger tribes at different periods, starting out on tours of 
conquest, drove the weaker farther into the interior, and took 
possession and held it till they in like manner were displaced by 
some other stronger northern tribe. Baldwin in his work on 
“ Pre-historic Nations ” mentions this fact, that the most numer- 

x>us and powerful people in Central Africa, south of the region 
occupied by the Berbers, are the Tulans, a people remarkable 
for their intelligence, skill, and relentless ambition. .“The 
Tulans,” says he, “ nevertheless are only a branch of the race 
found everywhere in Central, Eastern and Southern Africa. 
Whatever shall explain their origin will explain that of the whole 
race." He further states; “ There is much in the history of 
Arabia, as well as in the present condition of Africa to show that 
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the Cushite Arabians occupied Central Africa in very remote 
times.” The most essential of all manifestations of intelligence, 
and that which ■ goes toward proving the unity of the human 
family is language. “ Animals have a voice,” says Aristotle, 
“ but man alone speaks.” Then let their language be ever so 
diversified, and ever so imperfect this brings the savage under 
the class man.

The fundamental groups of languages spoken by all races 
are : first, the monosyllabic, second, the agglutinative, and third, 
the inflected. The Chinese are a striking example of the first, 

t th^Africans of the second and white races of the third. It has 
been discovered that ’the language of the tribes of southern 
Arabia and Abyssinia, bear a close affinity, and the language of 
the Mandingo tribe is thoroughly eastern in some of its gram
matical forms, and resembles the Hebrew and Syriac. Now it is 
a fact that African races are highly capable of acquiring lan
guages. A case in point; The tribe on the Gaboon river west 
coast, by their continual admixture with trades have become 
peculiarly refined in manners, appearance and language. They 
have a wonderful aptitude for languages, some can speak several 
native dialects and are well versed in English, French, Spanish 
and Portugese.

Now while it is. generally conceded that articulate speech 
belongs to man and to man only, and is a great distinguishing 
feature between man and the lower animal, yet all are not agreed 
as to its importance in helping to settle the question of the unity 
of the human race. We will state one noted exception : Max 
Muller in Lectures on the Science of Languages, says : “ The 
problem of the common origin of languages has no necessary 
connection with the problem of the common origin of mankind. 
If it could be proved that languages had different beginnings 
this would in no wise necessitate the admission of different 
beginnings qf the human race. For if we look upon language 
as natural to man it might have broken out at different times 
and in different countries among scattered descendents of one 
original pair; if on the contrary language is to be treated as an 
artificial invention there is still less reason why each succeeding 

generation should not have invented its idiom.” He further 
states, “ nor would it follow if it could be proved that all the 
dialects of mankind point to one common source, that therefore 
the human4 race must descend from one pair. Language might 
have been the property of one favored race, and have been com
municated to the other races in the progress of history.

The science of language and the science of ethnology have 
both suffered most seriously from beipg mixed up together. 
Races may change their languages, and history supplies us with 

. ? several instances where one race adopted the language of 
another. Admitting the position taken in the above, our point 
will remain intact. Man the only speaking animal and as all 
African races are possessed with the power of speech, they can
not be denominated anything ot'her than human and sons of 
Adam. It must also be remembered that other races with like 
environments and under similar conditions present proportion
ately like degrees of development in language.

Are African races physically distinct from other races? 
Here is a battle ground on which many hotly contested engage
ments have taken place. We only need to refer you to the days 
of Wilberforce, Sumner, and even the present where it was, and 
is nestled deep in the hearts of many. Upon a faithful and care
ful examination and comparison with other races, and before the 
light i effected by divine truth and the march of science, it is seen 
that they who hold to such a beleif have based it on false 
grounds which must be relinquished. We confess that there are 
striking differences in appearances even among African races. 
For instance we will take the Kaffir, ot the south-east coast, in 
human form unexcelled, every muscle and sinew well developed, 
whom to dress as in civilized countries it would detract from 
rather than enhance his beauty, with an intelligent forehead and 
a full and highly developed brain, and possessing characteristics 
in many respects, that would put the Caucassian to shamet and 
in contrast to him we would take the Obongos or Bushmen, of 
Ashango-land, West Coast, in appearance a very little removed 
from the Egba tribe, a tribe noted for their beauti
ful form and ugly features, with the lower part of their face 



8 9

protruding unusually much, and their chin repeeding to an 
alarming extent, till the human form of their face is almost 
entirely destroyed; but are great differences as to appearance 
only peculiar to African races ? In view of this fact it must be 
born in mind that man declines in his physical appearance which 
is universal in its application. For instance, the American dif
fers in the whole physical appearance and the shape of his face 
from the Englishman, from whom he closely descended; in a 
few centuries the Turks have diverged far from their original 
Tartar stock ; the Magyars of Hungary, have lost in a thousand 
yearsnearly every trace of their ancestral Tartan features, the 
Os^an^?, off North Siberia,tte tall lank American Indian is much 
different from his original stocks, the Mongol.

Herodotus tells of the Gelom, a Greek people, who having 
been expelled from the cities on the Northern Coast of the 
Euxine, had retired into the interior and there lived in wooden 
huts and spoke a language half Greek half Scythian. By the first 
century after Christ, Mela tells us that they had become so com
pletely barbarous, and used the skins of their slain enemies as 
coverings for themselves and horses; The Veddas of Ceylon 
afford another illustration of this fact, and Max Muller says of 
them, “ If now they stand lower in the scale of humanity, they 
once stood higher, nay they may possibly prove in language, if 
not in blood, the distant cousins to Plato, Newton and Goethe. ’’ 
The Esquimaux and the savages of Terra del Fuego, no doubt 
were driven by stronger tribes until dire necessity made them 
settle in unlikely parts and dissensions most naturally followed. 
We see from this that man in his physical structure is subject to 
marvelous changes and these changes are not only marked in 
his declension, but also in the opposite direction. The tall, 
handsome, well formed Magyar, was originally the uncouth and 
stunted Lapp. Other cases could be referred to illustrating the 
same fact. The missionary who labors so earnestly with the 
heathen, has not only their spiritual redemption in view but their 
physical also, which he hopes to be secured through generations 
of proper physical training. It is a fact that surrounding condi
tions and habits of life have a physical as well as a mental effect 

upon man. Geikie’s “ Hours with the Bible,” says : “ There is no 
doubt but what the Negro received his typical characteristics 
from special conditions in a’tropical climate.”

Taking this for granted, then we would say that most 
diverse and opposite conditions under which men live, to an 
amazing extent, account for many specimens existing to day. 
Quatretages says : “ As regards’ all the great periods of life and 
all the great functions, there is nearly a complete identity among 
all men to whatever race they belong. When this resemblance 
is not apparent it is not in the nature of the races, but in the 
influence of conditions of existence,’’ he farther says : “ The pre
cocity of the Negro has been cited as distinguishing him from 
European nations; but when races live for generations in hot 
countries, they take on the same peculiarities. The descendants 
of Ethiopia, and the English Creole, of the isles of the Gulf of 
Mexico.are just alike in precocity." Fiquier says;, “ That climate, 
customs and habits are the causes of variations in secondary 
functions.’’ The white man thrown among Indians, in his sense 
of sight and hearing will attain the same perfection. He says 
it is by the prodigious flexibility of our organism, and of our 
powers of imitation and assimilation, that the physiological 
functions of secondary importance become capable of such modi

fications. {Continued in next Number.)

Agents wanted 11! 
G6od commission paid.
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WHY WE ARE BAPTISTS.

BY PROF. DANIEL B. WILLIAMS, A. M.

Dean of the College Department, Professor of Ancient Lan
guages, and Instructor in the Science and Art of 

Education in the V. N. & C. I.

On^tois account, the Bapt^ts may be considered the only 
Christian community which has stood since the Apostles, and as 
a Christian society which has preserved pure the doctrines of the ’ 
Gospel through all ages." From a History of the Reformed 
Dutch Church of Holland.

Hoe men un asmenos apodexamenoe ton logon autu ebap- 
tist/iesan, kaeprosetethesan en te hernera ekeine psychae osi tris- 
chihae." Acts ii. 41.

“ Then they who gladly received his word were immersed, 
and about three thousand souls were added on that day.”

“ Credo/esum Christum esse Filium ilium Dei. Acts viii. 37.
I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
Et tile baptizavit eum." Acts viii. 38.

“ And he immersed him."
simnlvhf PU7°Se °f the publication of this discourse is 
simp y to inform members of our church on an important 
question, which is frequently propounded to them. It dfes not 
m?mb° the ,eaSt degree’ any estrangement among
members of d.fferent denominations. The author firmly believe! 
Xrche! Td “

shouJd cultivate the denominati<™

arrests th'e a^n J’of t^s^^

oT .r?BaZ 

or Decause we were trained from our youth in Ranti.t u
are seriously reminded that these reasons do not satiny 

answer the question. We may, however, with much greater 
force reply, “ We are Baptists because we believe in the princi
ples concerning church membership commanded by Christ, fol
lowed by the Apostles, and practiced in the early churches.”

What are the cardinal principles enunciated by Christ ? In 
the nineteenth and twentieth verses of the twenty eighth chapter 
of Matthew appear these words : “ Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you, and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” The fifteenth and six
teenth verses of the sixteenth chapter of Mark contain these 
words: “ And he said unto them, Go ye into all the, world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that beheveth an is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” We cannot fail to note the three significant princi
ples embodied in these authoritative commands of the Savior. 
First the Apostles were to so teach that men would become be
lievers in his redemptive work. Secondly, these behevers should 
be dipped, or immersed in the name of the Fat er, o 
and of the Holy Ghost. Thirdly, these immersed believers 
should be taught all things which Christ had commanded.

How did" the Apostles understand these commands and 
how did they proceeed in promulgating the gospel ? We learn 
from the record of the New Testament, that the wise pnnc^e 
pronounced by the lips of Christ were uniformly followed by 
holy Apostles. The glorious fruitage o .the preaching of bold 

Peter on the day of Pentecost is striking y es^ri f hi
°:dchaplerdof^B<>^X 
chapter reads thus. Ana tney s / them
were baptized and the same day^t conversion of the
about three thousand souls. <-hanter of Acts.
Ethiopian eunuch is recorded in t e eig eunuch, the
While God-fe^mg ^ - me t0 be
eunuch said, See, here is w helievest with all thy heart, 
baptized ? ” Philip replied answered, “ I believe that
thou mayest.” The son of Ethiopia answerea,
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Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” He was then baptized by the 
noted Apostle.

Before this important event, the distinguished evangelist 
had promulgated the gospel in Samaria. The twelfth verse of 
the eighth chapter of Acts reads as follows: “ But when they 
believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men 
and women.” The tenth chapter of Acts concisely describes the 
interesting conversion of devout Cornelius and his household. 
After the manifest outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon them, 

‘ ?hfcter said, “ Can any^nan forbid water that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ? ” 
They were then baptized in the name of the Lord.,

In every case mentioned, we cannot fail to observe two im
portant truths. First, the three thousand assembled on the day 
of Pentecost, the Ethiopian eunuch, the people of Samaria, and 
devout Cornelius with his household believed the divine truths 
concerning Jesus Christ. Secondly, after the exercise of a living 
faith, they were baptized, or immersed. It is instructive to note 
that the Apostles uniformly proceeded with this method. The 
churches at Jerusalem, Samaria, Antioch, and other centres bap
tized, or immersed only believers.

These were the principles and practices of the primitive 
churches for almost three hundred years. An examination of 
the writings of the Apostolic Fathers sufficiently proves this. 
The Apostolic Fathers were Barnabas, Hermas, Clement of 
Rome, Ignatius, and Polycarp. Barnabas said, “ We descend 
into the water laden with sins and corruption, and ascend bear- 
ing fruit, having in the heart the fear and in the spirit the hope 
towards Jesus.” The substance of the same is found in the 
works ascribed to Hermas. While neither Clement of Rome, 
nor ignatius of Antioch, nor Polycarp of Smyrna allude with 
any significance to baptism, the ir writings clearly prove that be
lievers only were admitted into the church.

The noted apology of Justin Martyr addressed to the Em
peror Marcus Aurelius furnishes an interesting account of the 
practice of the early church. He says, “As many as are per

suaded and believe that what we teach is true, and undertake to 
conform their lives to our doctrine are instructed to pray and 
entreat from God the remission of their past sins, we fasting and 
praying together with them. They are then conducted by us to 
a place where there is water, and are regenerated in the same 
manner in which we were regenerated. For they are then 
washed in the name of God the Father, the Lord of the Universe, 
and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Distinguished Hippolytus declared about 225 A. D.: “ For 
he who goes down into the bath of regeneration is arrayed 
against the evil one and on the side of Christ. He comes up 
from the baptism bright as the sun, flashing forth the rays of 
righteousness." Renowned Ambrose said £\j)out 374 A. D.: 
“ Thou saidst I do believe and wast immersed in water, that is 
thou wast buried.” Learned Gregory wrote about 360 A. D.: 
“ We are buried with Christ by baptism that we may rise with 

U1IU.
In these days we behold a far different order of church 

government. Many intelligent and zealous Christians, advocate 
the reception of infants into the Christian church, notwithstand
ing the palpable fact, that infants cannot exercise the voluntary 
act of faith. As to baptism, many affirm that sprinkling or pour
ing is as valid as immersion. What constitutes baptism in its 
outward form ? What did Jesus mean by commanding it, and

what did the Apostles perform ?
The command of our Savior was originally written in the 

Greek language. In the nineteenth, verse of the twenty-eighth 
chapter of Matthew, the following words are recorded: “ Por- 
euthehtes un matheteusate panta ta ethne, baptizontes autus is to 
onoma tu patros, kae tu yiu kite tu hagiu pneumatosP “There
fore having gone, teach all nations, immersing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

The Greeks, from their earliest history, meant by baptizo, I 
dip, or plunge, or immerse. The most distinguished scholars of 
the Greek tongue have uniformly proclaimed this. Scapula, an 
able lexicographer, says, “ To dip, to immerse, as we do anything 
for the purpose of dyeing.” Greenfield affirms, “ To immerse, 
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immerge, submerge, sink.” Liddell and Scott say, To dip 
repeatedly.” Calvin declares, “ The word baptize signifies to 
immerse, and the rite of immersion was observed by the ancient 
church.” Luther asserts, “The term baptism is a Greek word. 
It may be rendered a dipping, when we dip something in water 
that it may be entirely covered with water.”

When Christ selected this particular word, he chose one 
which could explicitly express his meaning. Baptizo is found 
eighty times in the New Testament. It is employed to designate 
^is ordinance almost seventy times, and no other word is used 
fo? that purpose. Lot} is found six times, and means to wash 
the whole body. Nipto is found seventeen times, and means to 
wash the face, hands, or feet. Neither of these words is ever 
employed to designate baptism. Rantizo is used four times and 
means to sprinkle. Keo is fnund many times, and means to 
pour. But neither of these words was used to signify baptism. 
It is the unanimous testimony of Calvin, Dr. Towerson, Grotius, 
Venema, Luther, Melancthon, Poole, and other pedo-baptists 
that immersion was the only form of baptism known to the 
Apostolic and primitive churches, while sprinkling and pouring 
were unknown.

When did sprinkling and pouring originate ? Eusebius, a 
learned church historian gives an account of the earliest instance 
on record. About the year 250 A. D., Novatian, a noted 
churchman, was dangerously sick. Being apprehensive of death, 
he desired to be baptized. He was too ill to suffer immersion,, 
and, in consequence, water was poured profusely over him. Dr. 
Hall makes the following statement respecting Novatian: 
“ Novatian was by one part of the clergy and people, of Rome 
chosen bishop of that church in opposition to Cornelius who had 
been chosen by the major part, and had already been ordained 
Cornelius does in a letter to Fabius, Bishop of Antioch, vindicate 
his right, showing that Novatian came not canonically to his 
orders of priesthood, much less was capable of being chosen bis<- 
hop; for that all the clergy and a great many of the laity were 
against his being ordained presbyter, because it was not lawful, 
they said, for one who had been baptized in his bed in time of 

sickness, as he had been, to be admitted to any order of the 
clergy.” Grotius, an able pedo-baptist, says, " The custom of 
pouring or sprinkling seems’to have prevailed in favor of those 
that were dangerously ill tfhom others called Clinics.”

Why, where, and when was infant baptism introduced? 
Toward the close of the second century many members of the 
church believed that baptism conferred remission of sins. Ter- 
tullian declared that remission from sins, deliverance from death, 
regeneration, and participation in the Holy Ghost were conse
quent on baptism. Hence a large number <5f Christians believed 
that infants should be baptized, for thus they would be regener
ated. Fidus, a learned bishop of northern Africa, wrote to 
Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, stating that, certain ones had 
advised the baptism of infants immediately after birth. He 
stated that it was best to baptize them on the eighth day after 
birth. A council of sixty bishops decided that infants should be 
baptized directly after birth. This was about the middle of the 
third century.

In conclusion, we repeat that we are Baptists because the 
principles of our beloved denomination were commanded by 
Christ, practiced by the Apostles, and followed by the primitive 
churches. Our church demands repentance and faith, after 
which the candidate is immersed in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost.

Every Baptist parent is under an obligation to inculcate 
these ideas into the plastic minds of his children. Baptist Sun
day-school teachers and ministers of the gospel should earnestly 
and constantly enforce them. The church will thus become a 
nobler expounder of Christian truth.
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THOROUGH ORGANIZATION, OUR PRESENT NEED IN 
FOREIGN MISSION WORK.

READ BY MISS FRAZEE ALLEN,

Before the U. S. Foreign Mission Convention^Iontgomery, Ala.

. There is much to be accomplished by the Colored Baptists 
‘of me United States, buf their success depends, greatly, upon a 
through organization of all their forces. The time to accomplish 
this object has certainly come, and a realization of the greatness 
of the work makes it imperative.

That a man fully developed is more powerful than a mere 
lad, is a fact all will admit. Even so a great denomination, with all 
its forces in hand, developed for a mighty work, is more capable 
than unorganized numbers. Much has been said, as to the 
necessity of throughly organizing our forces, but little has been 
done.

There is no need of so many traveling financial agents, to 
overlook the field ; of state vice presidents to carry on personal 
correspondence, in order to interest the people. Each pastor 
should make himself an agent among his own people, see to it 
that the money is raised at the proper time, and sent to the 
proper place and person. In this way the annual expenditure of 
thousands of dollars, for agent’s traveling expenses, would be 
saved to successfully prosecute this work.

Our Foreign Mission work is carried on by the few. There 
is a lack of interest on the part of the many, because they have 
not had the needs of the work, properly presented to them, and 
this has not been done because we have not thoroughly organ
ized the Colored Baptists.

Nothing would be easier than for each church to pledge 
itself to raise a good sum each year, and without waiting for fin
ancial agents to come and talk up an interest, raise it. This 
would bring into our treasury every year, many hundreds of dol-

lars that we cannot now reach. I am not opposed to one gen
eral financial agent, to manage the collection of funds, and dis
seminate missionary knowledge. »

Our most efficient agent has shown himself equal to the 
task without multiplying these offices, and I regard this as 
strengthening my argument. It shows how much, can be 
done by the adoption of a system, in the way of drawing out 
the benevolence of the people and thus yielding larger results. 
We can do much more if we only make up our minds to do so. 
Baptists have many peculiarities. They believe a church of 
Christ should recognize him as their founder and head.

In the Bible as their only rule of faith and practice; they 
perpetuate Bible principles by teaching Repentance, Faith, and 
Baptism, they immerse or bury with Christ in baptism only those 
who profess to be dead to sin ; they recognize equal rights in the 
execution of the laws of the kingdom of Christ.

They have never persecuted, but have been made the ob
jects of the most bitter persecution. There is no denomination 
that holds these peculiar principles, hence they are Baptist. 
Now to be consistent with our faith we must work, not without 
system, but as a unit, so that the very best results will follow.

We should adopt a carefully arranged plan to carry on this 
Mission Work, and stick to it until, not a part, but all of the mil
lion and a half members understand its working, and contribute 

to its successful operation.
Organization is power. The more compact it is, the more 

far-reaching and widespread will.be the results. Great numbers 
unorganized is a sign of weakness, and if left in that state, be

come a lasting disgrace.We must not be content with present progress, but must aim 
to add to what we have already attained, so that unborn genera
tions may feel the power of a thoroughly organized people in 
their effort to redeem Africa from darkness, and present her to 
the world, a regenerated people, with one Lord, one faith, and 

one baptism as her watchword.

will.be
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THE NEGRO AS AN EDUCATOR.

BY REV. RUFUS L. PERRY, D. D., PH. D., NEW YORK.

Read before National Baptist Educational Convention.

I am here, by invitation, to submit a paper on The Negro 
as an Educator.”* The courteous committee by whom I am thus 
honied, did not suggest* any course for me other than a mere 

^ naming of the subject. The object aimed at, I infer, is not to get 
on this occasion an elaborate and philosophic treatise on the 
subject named^but rather to secure a direct and brief exposition 
of it, to encourage, and stimulate the great army of Afro-Ameri
can teachers who are now strugling with the “ Negro Problem ” 
of this country and this generation.

The subject is one that can not be fully discussed without 
some reference, expressed or implied, to the comprehensiveness 
of the subject of general education. Hence it is in order to 
notice—

I. What an education is, and what its effects. •
II. 0What an educator is, and what his rank among men.'

III. To notice the Negro as an educator, with his peculiar 
environments:

I. Education, viewed according to the etymological import 
of the word, is a harmonious development of our primary pow
ers of perception, thought, impulse, taste, expression and vitality; 
hence it is mental, moral, aesthetic and physical. General edu
cation is a modern product. It is a fruit of Christianity and 
began to ripen with the reformation of the 16th century. The 
monarchs of olden times could best exercise despotic reign over 
ignorant subjects. They knew that general education would 
undermine the foundation of their thrones. This was true also 
of medieval papacy. Romanism could find faith in the professed 
infallibility of its pontifex maxttnus, and a market for its perni
cious indulgencies only among the more ignorant of its devotees.

Where there is no education, there is mental darkness—an 
anarchy of thought and a moral chaos out of which there 
springs a superstition as hideous as the squabbling imps of Tar
tarus. As a rule, men are what they are—strong or weak, good 
or bad, useful or unuseful, according to the character and degree 
of their education.

It is the lack of knowledge that has subordinated the Negro 
to the domination of his brother in white. It was the lack of 
knowledge that subjected the white man in the earlier ages to 
the domination of and servitude to his brother in black. In all 
ages of the world—in every historical epoch—like causes have 
produced like effects in the sphere of mental lucidness and activ
ity. The sons of Shem, of Ham and of Japheth, have each in 
their turn rejoiced in the light of civilization and mourned in the 
darkness of barbarity.

Knowledge is power. It disperses social gloom. It is the 
fortress of liberty. It guides the ship of State in ways of equity, 
and, when sanctified, makes the church a calcium light of truth. 
It lifts one from degradation and transforms the slave into a mas
ter, or, better, a free man. It explores the vegetable, the animal 
and the mineral kingdoms in the interests of human happiness. 
It girds the earth with electric wires and enables distant peoples

* to hold converse with a tongue of lightning. It bridges the
widest and deepest rivers, and opens up a pathway over the 
angry seas for commercial traffic and naval prowess. It meas
ures the height of mountains andlhe depth of valleys. It points 
out with mathematical precisiotb-the magnitude and courses of 
far off planets, and foretells their eclipses and their sublime 
phenomena. It solves the problem of life. It turns the eyes of 
the creature toward the face of the creator, and tunes the notes 
of the human souls to the harmony of Heaven. Such knowl- • 
edge is a blessed fortune hired from professional educators.

The educator is one who teaches how to unfold the original 
faculties of the mind and soul; and draws out the elements of 
the true manhood making conspicuous the capacities and dignity 
of the race.

The; greatest men that ever lived were not the celebrated •
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generals of antiquity; who baptized their swords in the blood of 
their fellowmen ; not 'the royal potentates of historic fame, who 
ruled their subjects with a rod of iron ; but the men who thought 
and taught under a philanthropic inspiration. Neither monarch 
nor general was ever so great and beloved among the Chinese 
as Confucius their great teacher. Socrates, Plato and Aristotle 
were teachers of the Greeks and the world even to this day has 
been more or less influenced by their philosophic teachings. 
Moses and the prophets, the most celebrated men of Jewish his
tory, were teachers. v

• Vhe best educated i£ the highest type of man, but the gen
uine educator stands primus inter pares, giving trend to the mind, 
soul and body of his race, taking as his standard in ethics Jesus 
of Nazareth who was, and is and ever shall be the Chief and in
fallible Teacher of righteousness.

But the teacher needs proper conditions and favorable en
vironments. He needs and ought to have the sanction of the 
church, the patronage of the state, and the co-operation of the 
community : for to all these he is no less a blessing than he is a 
benefactor of his pupils. This is especially true of The Negro 
Educator. He is confronted by social corruption, political con
fusion, and ecclesiastical imbecility. He finds in his students a 
crudeness stereotyped by two-and-a-half centuries of oppression 
fitly characterized as “ the sum of all villainies,” and as “ a league 
with the devil and a covenant with hell." Slavery is abolished 
and the Negro has made unequaled strides in the march of culture, 
material acquisitions and general progress. He has made this 
record in spite of malignant opposition; and his future is so 
feared by the colorphobic sons of his dethroned oppressor, that 
North and South, with some honorable exceptions, there is a dis
position to decree that all the Negroes shall be " sent to Coven
try.” Nearly everywhere in this so-called Christian land, the 
Afro-American is regarded by his white fellow citizens either 
with pity or repulsive contempt. That he is a man simple and 
pure, and a ^citizen of will-tested merit, few can comprehend. 
That he has enriched this country by unrequited toil; that he 
has bravely defended the life of the nation with musket and- 

sword, distinguishing himself for progress at Port Hudson, 
Olustee, and Fort Wagner; that he has faithfully supported its 
Republican principles with his ever-loyal ballot, even the nation 
itself seems to have forgotten.

“ The whites ” seem to accord no welcome to “ the blacks ’’ 
except as menials; for they show no sense of justice toward 
them as free men and citizens.

When" by stern necessity emancipation was proclaimed; 
when Lee surrendered to Grant, the presence of four million 
freedmen was regarded with alarm; and their deportation to 
Africa, or colonization in some isolated region of America was 
seriously discussed. This alarm was abated by the false promise 
of an infidelic philosophy. The Darwin dogma of “ the survival 
of the fittest," suggested the idea that the Afro-American would 
soon be driven to the wall and perish under the potent influence 
of “ natural selection.” But the white man was ignorant of the 
vitality and fecundity with which the God of nature has endowed 
us. Instead of dying out we have more than doubled ourselves 
and are now giving to the nation a little black baby for every 
minute in the day. For every daily revolution of the earth, we 
present to the nation one thousand four hundred and forty Afro- 
American babies. It is as impossible to annihilate us as it is to 
arrest the lightning of Jupiter. We are here to stay till the day 
of judgment.

The Negro educator who, under unfavorable conditions of his 
race, succeeds in drawing out of his black pupil in kind and 
degree, quality and quanity, what the unfettered white master 
develops from the brain of his white pupil, thereby attests his 
superiority as’a teacher, to which, however, his modesty permits 
no claim.

The character and effectiveness of the efforts that our chil
dren shall make in this country to maintain proper self-respect 
and secure a full enjoyment of the rights and immunities of free
men and citizens, will be determined by the nature and degree 
of their education ; and that education will be determined by the 
kind of school and schoolmaster in which, and by whom it is 
developed. Our education should have reference first to our 
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manhood, our life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. Though we 
are thorough Baptists and would gladly baptize every son and 
daughter of Ham. We must not forget that a mere denomina
tional education cannot meet our needs. It is not broad enough; 
it is not deep enough ; it is too onesided in that while it teaches 
how to die a Christian, it does not teach how to live a citizen. 
Different denominations of the United States have planted 
schools in the South for the education of our nearly ten million 
people. Among these, the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
<;ietj^has been as an agency, commendably active and beneficent.

The last report of me society shows twenty (20) schools; 
one hundred and sixty-one (161) teachers; and four thousand 
eight hundred and sixv-one (4,861) students. The teachers are 
mostly white, there being no less than forty colored teachers em
ployed, fully over one-half of them are females. Yet as Baptists, 
though we number twelve hundred thousand souls, this society 
is admittedly our chief educational agency for the callings of 
preacher and teacher, when it ought to be rather auxiliary.

We need educators whose peculiar fitness is found, I think, 
more readily in our own race. We need schools and teachers of 
our own to take hold where the public school and the benevolent 
school let go. We ought to be self-reliant.

The schools planted and fostered by our white friends have 
been and still are a blessing to us, for which I trust, we are duly 
thankful; but they do not meet our needs, much less satisfy our 
aspirations, as fully as can schools that ourselves can, and ought 
to establish.

A school for Afro-Americans that is denominational, elee
mosynary, and under Anglo-Saxon management, may be helpful 
to our ecclesiastical interests; but it does not meet our racial 
demands. We need schools and teachers of our own. The 
Negro educatqr for the Negro is a necessity to which as a race, 
we can not be indifferent without serious detriment to our tem
poral progress, which in importance, ranks not to our eternal 
redemption. Between the Negro teacher and his black pupil, 
there is an affinity. Their homogeneity, their racial kindredness 
generates a mutual inspiration that plays an important part in the
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accomplishment of desired results. This fact is well attested by 
departments of education in the black Republics of Hayti and 
Liberia, and by the results of the Negro schools of this country 
unger Negro nlanagement.

The so-called “ Negro Problem ” of the country is a social 
and political matter that must be solved. If not, our sons and 
daughters will be born not to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, but to suffer the ills of a living hell. This pro
blem can not be satisfactorily solved for us, it must be solved by

• us; by us through our Negro educators in the school room, in 
the pulpit, and in the editorial sanctum of the Negro press.

But what i« ' that we claim and to what do we aspire ? On 
these points our educators ought to beh unit, or of one and the 
same mind. We may divide in matters of religious faith; but irt 
regard to the rights of manhood we should be of one mind and 
one heart.

This above all others is a land of mixed peoples. When 
God Confounded the tongue of the sons of Noah in the land of 
Shinar and despersed them making a yellow Asia, a white Eur
ope and a black Africa, it seems to have been decreed that Shem 
Ham and Japheth should finally meet again in America, in the 
person of their descendents, and found an ideal government 
based on the great principles of liberty, social and political equity 
taught in the Holy Scriptures.

But the covetous sons of Japheth claim this country exclu
sively for themselves. They say “ it is the white man’s country,” 
claiming it by right of discovery, in which they ignore the pri
ority of the Indian whom they have robbed and murdered. But 
God claims it by right of creation. Now, which is the higher 
claim? If it be God’s, then all the sons of God, whether yellow, 
white or black are heirs in common to its shelter as a home. Than 
it were unbrotherly, unphilanthropic, undemocratic, unjust and 
mean, that we should be told that this, the land of our birth and 
no less dear to us than our father-land, is the white man s exclu
sively, and we must depart. We demand our right to live here 
on an equal footing with our lighter kinsmen : and an enforce
ment of this demand without the shedding of blood is the grad-
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ual work of th^ Negro educator. For this is a doctrine of social 
and political ethics in which the white man, as a rule, does not 
believe: and it were vain to expect him to teach it. He is more 
likely to oppose it as our sad experience proves.

When we declare ourselves men and citizens, .what do we 
mean ? What man can be more than a man ? What citizen can be 
more than a citizen ? Have these terms one meaning when ap
plied to the white men and another when predicated of black 
men ? Theoretically they have not ? but practically they have. 
Now, to solve “ The Negro Problem ” is to so educate the Negro 
and revolutionize public sentiment, which ‘indeed is but a crea
ture of circumstances, so that the words man and “ citizenship” 
shall have no variation in their meaning, governed by the color 
of the man to whom they may be applied.

I have all along assumed the ability of the Negro as a 
teacher to be fully granted; for it cannot be reasonably doubted. 
This I have shown in a printed paper called the Cushite.

Both in the first historic and prehistoric ages of nations, 
the sons of Ham were the great teachers and leaders in 
science, art, philosophy, religion and prowess. They taught 
all the then known world; and it seems that in these latter 
days they are to be called to the front again as teachers of truth 
and righteousness.

A robber meeting a fellowman on the king’s highway, over 
powers him and takes his purse. Then, smitten somewhat of 
conscience, he proposes a compromise, offering, perhaps, to 
return one half. The outraged man may see it wise to accept 
the robber s terms; but it is not possible for this arrangement to 
give satisfaction. Nor can anything satisfy the right thinking 
Afro American, less than a full recognition of his rights as a 
man,—rights God given and inalienable. The true nature and 
indispeiisability of these rights, the Negro educator must teach 
us to comprehend, feel, and defend.

Right is right. Wrong is wrong. There can be no right 
less than right; nor any wrong less than wrong. He who up
holds the right with an unrelenting persistence, has the guiding

of the Holy Spirit, and the backing of Almighty God, to whom 
belong all final 'issues. Then, brethren, gird your loins and go 
forward impervious to fear.

Hark! I hear the voice of Cowper:
“ Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;

The clouds ye so much dread,
Are big with mercy, and shall break 

In blessings on your head?’

Agents wanted I!! 
Good commission paid.
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WOMAN’S SPHERE IN SOCIETY.

BY MRS. C. H. BAXTER,

Pittsburgh, Pa.
Woman is the natural cherisher of infancy, the instructor of 

childhood, the guide and counsellor of youth, the confident and 
companion of manhood, in her various relations of mother, sis
ter, ioA^Haj and wife. The influence of woman more or less affects 
for good or evil, the entire destinies of man. God created man 
and woman each to do his proper work, each to fill his proper 
sphere. Neither can occupy the position, nor perform the func
tions of the other. Their several vocations are perfectly distinct. 
Man is stronger, more muscular, and of rougher fiber; woman 
is more delicate, sensitive and nervous. The one excels in 
power of brain, the other in qualities of heart; and though the 
head may rule, it is the heart that influences. Man’s qualities 
belong more to the head, and woman’s to the heart, yet it is not 
less necessary that man’s heart should be cultivated as well as 
his head, and woman’s head cultivated as well as her heart. A 
heartless man is as much out of keeping in civilized society as a 
stupid and unintelligent woman.

The cultivation of all parts of the moral and intellectual na
ture is requisite to form a woman of healthy and well balanced 
character. The influence of woman is the same everywhere. 
Her condition influences the morals, manner and character of the 
people in all countries. Where she is debased society is de
based ; where she is morally pure and enlightened society will 
be proportionately elevated, hence to instruct woman is to in
struct man; to elevate her character is to raise his own, to 
enlarge her mental freedom is to extend and secure that of the 
whole community.

We do not so often hear of great women as we do of good 
ones. It is probable that by determining the character for good, 
they are doing even greater work than if they were to paint 
great pictures, write great books, or compose great operas.
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It is quite true, said ^Joseph de Maistre, “ that women 
have produced no * Iliad,’ nor * Jerusalem Delivered,’ nor * Para
dise Lost;” they hav.e designed no ‘Church of St. Peter’s,’ 
painted no “ Last J udgement; ” they have invented neither alge
bra, nor telescope, nor steam engine, but they have done some
thing far greater and better than all this, for it is at their knees 
that upright and virtuous men and women have been trained ” 
—the most excellent productions in the world. The Bible beau
tifully shows woman’s sphere in society, where it says, “ It is not 
good'that man should be alone, I will make him a helpmeet for 
him.” Since God has given her as a helpmeet, why then do we 
ask, “ What is woman’s sphere in society ? ”

As she is man’s helpmeet, she should be cultivated in busi
ness habits. It requires method, accuracy, organization, indus
try, economy, discipline, tact, knowledge, and capacity for 
adapting means to ends, all of this should be acquired that 
woman fill her sphere properly in her home. The idea has pre
vailed that business qualities belong especially to men, that 
women need not know of commerce or manufacturing, that she 
need not have the knowledge of figures, nor need know the 
issues of the day. This is a fatal mistake. To a business man time 
is money, to the business woman method is more—is peace, com
fort and prosperity. Mere instinctive love is not sufficient. In
stinct which preserves the lower creatures, needs no training ; 
but a family needs to be educated. Woman was not meant to 
be an unthinking drudge, or the merely pretty ornament of 
man’s leisure. She exists for herself as well as for others; and 
the serious and responsible duties she is called upon to perform 
in life require the cultivated head as well as the sympathizing 
heart Her highest mission is not to be fulfilled by the mastery 
of fleeting accomplishments on which so much useful time is 
now wasted. It is said by some, “ that women have chemistry 
enough to keep the pot boiling, and geography enough to know 
the different rooms of the house.” Bryon, whose sympathies for 
a woman were of a very imperfect kind, professed, that he would 
limit her library1 to a Bible and a cook book.

Woman should be educated so as to be as much as possible 
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the equal of man. She has shown herself his competitor in all 
tlTat makes life a fierce and selfish struggle for place, power and 
money. In all the departments of home, intelligence will add to 
woman's usefulness and efficiency. As woman is man’s help
meet, (and he cannot do without this wonderful piece of mechan
ism,) she should be educated equal to man. The more com
pletely the powers of both are developed, the more safe and 
certain its elevation and advancement.

Man may direct the intellect, woman cultivates the feelings, 
which rflhkily determines the character. While he fills the mem
ory she occupies the heart. She makes us love what he can 
only make us believe, and it is chiefly through her that we are 
enabled to arrive at virtue. To society she is loving, hopeful and 
trustful; her eye sheds brightness everywhere. It shines upon 
coldness and warms it, upon the suffering and relieves it, upon 
sorrow and cheers it. Woman’s position is. higher in the world 
than man’s, although she has been denied the right of suffrage, 
she always did vote, and always will vote by her influence. 
Woman should hallow with piety, the sphere in which God has 
placed her and her influence would draw man back to virtue and 
to God, and the beauty of her character would throw a charm 
around the world.

She is not a slave, not a hireling, not a subordinate, but a 
queen. Courtly attendants, and imperial wardrobes are not nec
essary to make a queen ; but graces of heart and life will give 
coronation to any woman. Her chief desire should be to have 
grace enough to rightly rule in the dominion which she has 
already won. Every step made in improving the condition of 
woman has been stimulated by the teachings of Christ. As we 
carry on this work, religion and society will reap the benefit, and 
home be made more effective. Every young woman should 
know what she is, fchat power she possesses, what influences are 
to go out from her, what position in life she was designed to fill 
what duties are resting upon her, and how much joy and happi- 
ness she may find, in a true life of womanly activity

THE NEGRO AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN.

Mrs. E. E. Taylor,
Texas,

One of the chief aims of the men who championed the union 
cause prior to and during the War of Rebellion was to establish 
between the two great oceans one government, one flag and one 
people. • The one thing which led to the great struggle was the 
fact that in one section of the country four millions of human 
beings were held in bondage and their masters desired to extend 
the wicked system into the Territories. This, as a matter of 
course, met with stern opposition by the patriotic and liberty 
loving people of the country (the North), which resulted in the 
secession of the Southern States: hence the Rebellion or Civil 
War.

At the close of the war the freedmen who had just stepped 
from slavery to citizenship by a single act of Congress were 
powerless to demand their rights, hence the necessity for special 
legislation. Then followed the Fifteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States and the adoption of the Civil 
Rights Bill. It was generally accepted by the people that these 
laws were in harmony with the spirit and motives of those who 
championed the union cause; but it soon became evident that 
the spirit of rebellion was not dead. This later spirit 
was not for a confederacy of states, but for the abolition of those 
laws which threw around the freedman the guarantee of his 
citizenship. The former, rebellion'was a most complete failure, 
and the same fate will befall the latter.

The Negroes are, and will ever be American citizens not 
Afro-Americans, as some are pleased to call them, but Americans.

The citizenship of our race does not rest upon the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amemdments to the Constitution 
alone, but upon that further fact, mentioned in the Thirteenth 
Amemdment, which says neither slavery nor involuntary servi
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tude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall'exist within the United States 
or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

It is not my object to discuss the Negro’s citizenship from a 
statutory standpoint, but from a patriotic view. The real test of 
the citizenship of the race is found in the loyal support of, and 
obedience to, the laws of the country. Treason is a thing un
known to the Negro race in America, and I challenge the whole 
world, to find a race of people more loyal to their country and 
its flag than the Negro.

He has^l^monstrated his patriotism by furnishing 280,000 
volunteers in the late civil war to save this Government, 
and aside from-these considerations, the Negro has gone right 
along for thirty years improving every opportunity, against all 
opposition, gaining wealth and education at a remarkable rate, 
despite all that has been done to hinder the progress of the race 
from the day of its emancipation until the present.

Future generations are entrusted in our hands, therefore, 
we should do our whole duty in training those in our charge; 
and then the time will soon come when the Negro of America 
will take his place among the Nations of the earth, as the peer 
of any race of people in the world.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.

THE FUTURE EDUCATION.

BY REV. A. M. MIDDLEBROOKS, ARKANSAS.

The arts and sciences, like nature, never turn sharp corners ; 
the past, as well as the present direction of progress, is a splendid 
prophecy of what may be produced in the future along the same 
line.

This is true in all developments in the generation just closed, 
as well as in the onward advance of scientific research and mod
ern invention. •

One man’s labor to-day is more effective than ten a century 
ago. The work of a day has come to represent in the produc
tion of necessities, in comforts and luxuries, a double fruitfulness. 
This progression is simply marvelous, and there is no indication 
that it has reached its culminating point. The next generation 
will, undoubtedly, see as astonishing changes and wonderful 
gains, in all that makes life easier and better.

The steamship of to-day crosses the Atlantic in a little more 
than five days, one-half time taken in 1850. This has been 
accomplished by the concentration of power, the raising of the 
pressure of steam, the driving of the engine at higher speed, and 
the gradual reduction of the waste of heat and fuel, so as to ena
ble the steam boiler to supply twice as much power with half the 
expenditure as in former years.

The wonderful accomplishments of electricity, the increasing 
and multiformed inventions, the intellectual heights to which 
humanity has attained, all are a magnificent forecast of the bless
ings that the centuries to come are to lay at the world’s feet; for 
the world must grow better as it grows older. After the strug
gle for survivals shall have ceased, and the smoke of great polit
ical conflicts and revolutions shall have cleared away, the ten
dency of mankind will be towards greater individualism and more 
perfect freedom. The system of popular education will have 
received that national aid and supervision which will make it the
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most potential instrument in the uplifting of the common people, 
morally, intellectually and along industrial lines. The future 
education must be symmetrical; that is, it must include a devel
opment of head, hand and heart, in order to be helpful to every 
grade of the people. In a government like ours, it is pre-emi
nently necessary, that its educational policy shall look toward 
the enlightenment of the masses, so that they may more effec
tively carry out the duties and privileges of good citizens. The 
next century will not demand an army of intellectual giants, but 
an industrial host who shall give practicability to all phases of hu
man activity. a

The future education must accept the highest co-operation 
of woman, in municipal and state affairs, according to her all the 
rights and privileges guaranteed under constitutional law; for 
the laws of moral equilibrium will surely place her as the polit
ical equal of man. There can be no special development for 
man, that does not mean corresponding development for woman, 
exacting the dignity of her domestic life, and making the home 
altar rich with the gifts of, true patriotism, and a wise public 
spirit.

LEE-ISMS.

REV. G. W. LEE, D. D., WASHINGTON, D. C.

—Faith is the essence of things hoped for, and that faith the 
conviction of things not seen.'

—Faith means to trust God, where we cannot see.
—Faith believes that it is, hope expects to obtain.
—Faith obligates God to act; it is an eternal guarantee for 

the blessing desired.
—Faith makes the triumph of the cause as sure as God’s 

existence.
—Faith not only makes man feel, but it makes God feel.
—Faith is a deed to the promise land and an abstract to a 

home in glory.
—If satan can whip faith here, he will surely triumph in the 

hour of death, but our hope of heaven is increased in proportion 
as our faith overcomes here.

—We do Christ a wondrous injury by being faithless.
—The unfaithful make the world believe that every step to 

Zion is a groan.
—Faith notifies heaven that the telephone is finished between 

heaven and earth, and God whispers through it to the soul.

Agents wanted I!! 
Good commission paid.
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POETRY.

THANK GOD FOR WINTER.

by J. T. C. Newsom, Texas.

blow the winds of ior North,
And field and wood are Brown and sear;

When conies December’s chilly breath,
And meadow green forsakes the year, 

Thank God for winter.

When leaf and lark no more are seen, 
And woodland song no more is heard;

When gray and brown displace the green, 
And song of sleigh take place of bird, 

Thank God for winter.

When burns the fire in embers bright, 
To speed the pace of drowsy air;

When hill and dale with daisy white, 
No more are seen in raiment fair, 

Thank God for winter.

Season of snow, of sleet, of death, 
When firefly hides him in the wall;

When biting winds apply their breath,
And lark hears not the linnet’s call, 

Thank God for winter.

’Tis then are seen the skate and sled,
And sleigh bells ring their merry chime, 

The sun burns not the plowman’s head;
Then thank thy God for winter time, 

Thank God for winter.

Thank God for winter; ’tis His send, 
Though dull the cause, ’tis bright the end;

All seasons in their turn He’ll make, 
That good may follow in their wake, 

Thank God for winter.

TWENTY-FVE YEARS AGO.

Lines dedicated to his affectionate wife, by

Rev. A. Binga, Jr., D. D., Manchester, Va.

It seems but yesterday, altho’ 
Five and twenty years ago,
I stood before a man of God,
And heard him speak a solemn word,

That brought a trembling to my frame, 
I gave my heart, he gave my name, 
To one, I knew before had said: 
She and I some day would wed.

I thought the day had truly come, ' 
When she and I should be as one, 
How long the oneness would remain, 
Was the grave thought that rack’d my brain.

To thus embark, I knew was well, 
But coming years alone would tell 
The wisdom of the course begun; 
And if our hearts were truly one.

I put my wife into the scales: 
And herein sometimes judgment fails, 
I wished to see how much she’d weigh, 
When beauty’s mask was torn away.

I knew full well the touch of time, 
Would change the cast of face and mind, 
And spring’s bright tint would fade away, 
And yield up to a wintry day.

When withered hair and furrowed brow, 
Would claim the place where beauty now 
Paused to rest with charming grace, 
Upon her bright and happy face.

But winter’s charms are many too;
Her crystal glories are not few, 
Her pyramids of ice. and snow, 
In sunlight,* spem as heaven below. 
If sunlight gives a-cha&n to ice, 
Then wiry not mix some rays with life, 
So when the hair is tipped with gray, 
Life will throw oat a golden spray ?
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Then why should five and twenty years, 
Of married life, with all its cares, 
Be looked upon with solemn air, 
With sighs and groans of deep despair ?
Twenty-five years of married life, 
In language of my thoughtful wife, 
I prefer, though beauty may fade, 
To fifty, with self an old maid.
Now, I pray let ME take the stand, 
And speak of God’s best gifts to man, 
Though my tongue is not very glib;

, say one gift was man’s own rib.
To Hymen’s altar 'gain r come, 
To say Rebecca and I are one, 
I to cherish, she to obey, 
Whatever is right that I may say.
May he who led us by his hand, 
And made us in his strength to stand, 
The varied changes of life’s way, 
Until we've reached this happy day.
Keep and preserve us to the end, 
O thou our ever faithful friend, 
And when at last the end has come, 
Receive us in the better home.

December, 1894.

SERMONIC.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.

WHAT WILL THIS BABBLER SAY?

Acts xvh. 18.

REV. FIELDS COOK, M. D.

• Alexandria, Va.

The text is an inquiry of a class of individuals, who did not 
believe in the truths of the Gospel. It bears upon its face the 
implication that Paul could say nothing which might justify him 
in the course he •was pursuing; that no course of reasoning 
however strong could prove the doctrine he preached.

Men of this character have existed ever since the apostle’s 
time; they have blindly fought every step of progress made by 
the Gospel, but there have also been the “ seven thousand ” who 
have never “ bowed the knee to Baal or kissed his lips.”

I stand in defence of the Gospel and declare that there is no 
other name under heaven or among men whereby the world can 
be saved, for the invitation is as broad as humanity, “ Come unto 
me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest,’’*—Notice.

I. The class of individuals who asked this question :—
They were those who professed to be very wise about the 

things of this world and those pertaining to the immortality of 
the soul. There were three classes of these self-constituted 
teachers, who called themselves “ philosophers.” It is said when 
Pythagoras opened his school of science, a certain prince 
charmed with his teachings asked to know what art he pro
fessed. He answered “ I know no art, but I am a philosopher.” 
The prince surprised at the new name asked, What are philoso
phers and wherein do they differ from others.? Pythagoras 
answered, human life is like the Olympic games, some attend for 
glory, some for profit and some to observe curiously what is there 
performed, the latter despise both glory and profit and employ 
themselves studiously with inquiries into the course of all things. 
They search after wisdom, they are not so wise but are lovers of 
wisdom, hence the word “ Philosophers.”

This great teacher lived 500 b. c., and taught the doctrine of
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the trans-migration of the soul, that is that the soul after death 
passed into the bodies of various ahimals; a belief which greatly 
divided the thinking world and gave rise to many other schools, 
all claiming the appellation, “ Philosophers.”

The world became its tools, for it recognized none as even 
living who had not bowed at its altars. Christ came into the 
world to lift up the down-trodden, to open the eyes of the blind, 
to unstop the ears of the deaf, to bring life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel, not by the wisdom of men, nor ancient 
form and customs, but by the preaching of the Gospel, “ For it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save those who 
believed.”

The aftostW" stood as a great fbeacon light amidst this 
philosophical darkness Human philosophy was tried and found 
wanting, while God’s word penetrated the hearts of those who 
heard. The words of this Babbler were the power of God, and 
in the divine purpose were to fill the whole earth, changing the 
thought and character of men, drawing by an irresistible power, 
every nation, kindred and people, until every knee should bow 
and every tongue confess allegiance to its principles. Hear what 
the voice of God says: “ I will destroy the wisdom of the wise 
and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent; ” 
“ Therefore behold I will proceed to do a marvellous work and 
a wonder for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish and the- 
understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.”

Here then the apostle stood, under the charge of being a 
setter forth of strange gods, because he preached to them Jesus 
and the Resurrection. This brought upon him the wrath of 
each representative of philosophy and false religion.

He dared to contend against prevailing sentiment; he dared 
to set all their opinions down as nothing; to defy their worst 
effort single or combined, to suppress the truth and for this they 
arrest him and present him to the Areopagus, saying “ May we 
know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is ? ”

2- The answer. They had been initiated into the mysteries 
of a false religion and a spurious philosophy, they had perfect 
faith in the ancient oracles; they considered the apostle ignorant 
of all their religion taught, and as no other religion would be 
tolerated, it was certain the apostle would be confounded, before 
the assembled wisdom of all Athens, the highest court of intel
lectual acumen in the then known world

H®. com™en^es by a series of logical reasoning, which was 
irresistible. He had been arrested because he boldly declared

to be the Savior of the world. He attacked their superstiJesus

tion and showed how entirely inconsistent it was for lovers of 
wisdom, men of intelligence, tp set up an altar to a divinity that 
they confessed was “ The Unknown God,” and ask the people to 
blindly worship the same.

He gave to them reasons that they could not gainsay, 
showing his character, his power in the creation and preserva
tion of the universe, set forth his purposes and providences, as 
they affect humanity wherever it is found, and closed by saying. 
“ He hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him up 
from the dead.”

This eloquent appeal to their reason and the scriptures 
divided the sentiment of the company some of whom said “ we 
will hear thee again of this matter; ” while others believed in the 
Gospel he preached. This is the same. babbler who reasoned 
before Felix of “ righteousness and temperance and judgment to 
come,” so throughly disturbing his conscience that he said, “ Go 
thy way; when I have a more convenient season I will call for 
thee.” So the Gospel has ever silenced the voice of cavil and 
scepticism in every age of the world’s existence. And thus it 
must continue until men shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Agents wanted 111 
Good commission paid.
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EDITORIALS.

THE ARMY CHAPLAINCY.

We notice from our exchanges that there are a number of 
applicants for the vacant chaplaincy in the 9th U. S. Cavalry. 
There have been recently three Afro-Americans who have suc- 
ceedetfth securing this exalted position, all of whom have repre
sented the best character and scholarship of the Negro race. (The 
Rev. H. V. Plummer, having vacated under charges which his 
best friends, if given an opportunity, can prove to be the result of 
a wicked conspiracy.) The man that, aspires to this position* 
should be more than an ordinary preacher; because he touches 
so many phases of American life and stands as a conspicuous 
example of the highest capabilities of the race. He should com- 
bine moral purity with intellectual force, deep piety with sterling 
manhood, and a knowledge of human nature that would make 
him equal to any and all emergencies incident to army life. 
There is a larger draught on the character and attainments of an 
army chaplain than most of the aspirants seem to appreciate- 
They must combat prejudice and social ostracism in army cir
cles with strength of moral and intellectual force. The position 
is no bed of roses as the present incumbents have long since, 
doubtless, discovered. That there are some pleasant things in 
such a life is a conceded fact, but like all positions of honor, 
there are corresponding responsibilities, stern realities, onerous 
duties, that require the highest and best elements of manhood 
and culture, to successfully meet. We simply call attention to 
these facts with the hope that our contemporaries in the endorse
ment of applicants for the position will not allow themselves to 
be led astray by personal friendships at the expense of a people 
who are making a history for themselves and their posterity. 
Let us have a Negro Chaplain, but let him represent the highest 
capabilities of the race.

THE. B. Y. P. U. AND NEGRO BAPTISTS.
Last April we addressed the General Secretary of the Bap

tist Young Peoples’ Union of America, a communication asking 
for the status of representation of local unions connected with 
colored churches throughout the country and expressing our 
intention of being present at Toronto, with the representatives of 
the denomination. In reply we received the following :

“ Chicago, III., May 3, '94.
Rev. Bishop Johnson, D. D., Washington, D. C.

Dear Brother:—As to the representation of the colored 
young people in the Toronto Convention I would say that the 
Convention has never been asked to pass upon the subject offi
cially as to representation from the Colored Young Peoples’ So
cieties, but it seems to me that accordihg to the principle of our 
constitution that young people should be enlisted to co-operate 
‘ through existing denominational orgamzations,’ that the Union 
cannot consistently undertake to solicit the co operation, in offi
cial character, of the Colored Young Peoples’ Societies for the 
simple reason that every Colored Young Peoples’ Society should 
co-operate closely with its own church,and the colored churches 
are organized into their own associations, in many instances, into 
their own State Conventions, and in the South have even affilia
tions larger than state boundaries. The young people of the 
colored churches should be enlisted to co-operate with all these 
great enterprises which lie upon tile hearts of the colored breth
ren. You will note, therefore, that the distinction made is not 
one of prejudice as to color, but in acknowledgement of existing 
division of labor and organization of the colored people as such. 
It would be perfectly in order for you and others representing 
the colored people to come as visitors and secure whatever in
spiration there may be in attendance at the Toronto Convention. 
Hoping that I make myself clearly understood,

Yours sincerely,
F. L. Wilkins.”

We simply desired to know whether the, representatives of"a 
million and a half of Negro Baptists, and the members of over 
13,000 regular Baptist churches would be voiceless in the midst 
of the most dignified and potential organization of Baptist young 
people on this continent. Whether our own would treat us with 
less Christian courtesy than the non-denominational Christian 
Endeavor, who treats us as a man and a brother. We had in 
public addresses and from our own pulpit questioned the wisdom 

I
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of encouraging these non-denonvnational organizations in our. 
churches, because we could better indoctrinate our baptist young 
people through the agency of the B. Y. P. U., not because we 
are illiberal in religious views, or fearful of contact with those 
holding different denominational principles, but in recognition of 
the fact that our first duty is to develop in our young people 
strong Baptist character. Negro Baptists have the answer, preg
nant with proscription, and resorting in well chosen words to the 
attempt through nice technicalities to relegate us to a quiet place 
in the meeting where we may gain some inspiration. We are 
invited to co-operate through existing denominational organiza
tions. Thi§ w^-.ould do before, but we desired a broader co
operation with the members of our £nominational family. We 
had read the announcement in their literature, viz : “A Fraternal 
Union for all Young People’s Organizations in the Baptist 
Churches of North America." Are not our churches Baptist ? 
Are not we loyally contending for Baptist principles and in har
mony with Baptist practices? Do not the great Missionary and 
Educational organizations of our denomination regard us as 
such? Why should we be invited to attend such a national 
gathering of the family as a mere looker on, “in Venice?" Why 
given the privilege of picking up the crumbs which fall from this 
annual spread of our white brethren ? Why drive us to non- 
denominational organizations ? Will some one in the name of 
Christian, courtesy and denominational respectability, arise and 
give us the needed information ? We do not wish to be under
stood as begging for fraternal recognition, but as simply contend
ing for the principle of denominational affiliation, which has been 
generously conceded by those outside our household. We hope 
every denominational paper in this country will speak out on this 
question, and let our white brethren know that out intelligence 
and fidelity to Baptist principles have been seriously questioned.

THE ELECTIONS AND TARIFF LEGISLATION.

Since our last issue, the elections have come and gone, but 
the lessons they taught are still with us. The one great fact 
established is, the Ameridan people will not tolerate any attempt 
to abolish our present protective system. If any party disregards 
the voice of warning from the people it must pay the penalty by 
permanent exclusion from office, relegation to “ inocuous desue
tude." We are entering upon a new generation with new inter
ests to serve and new problems to solve. If Republicanism 

hopes for a new lease of power it must take an advance step at 
once, in the method of treating* industrial and financial problems. 
There must be the infusion, into public questions, of a larger 
economic and scientific spirit, and these must not be subordinated 
to party success.

Tariff legislation must rest upon the economic principle of 
securing home producers from being at a competitive disadvan
tage with lower-wage countries. The principle in this kind of 
legislation must be the difference in the cost of labor here and 
abroad, thus placing for the first time, industrial protection upon 
a purely scientific basis, and preparing the way for its ultimate 
removal from party politics. In order to extend the economic 
principle of our protective system to wage workers, other meas
ures are necessary, prominent among which is, the establishment 
of a system of restricted immigration, securing American wage
workers against the industrial competition of foreign laborers 
and the establishment of a national system of labor insurance, 
securing American labor against the terrors of pauperism in old 
age. ________ ___________

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY.
The American Baptist Publication Society has frequently 

evidenced its faith in the capability of the Negro as an organizer 
and thinker, by the appointment of two District Secretaries, the 
publication of six books and fourteen tracts, the production of 
thirty prominent Negro Baptist authors, and by contributed arti
cles to the columns of its leading Sunday-school periodicals, by 
special invitation of the society from some of our best writers, 
thereby doing more to make Negro Baptist scholarship known 
and respected than all the Pedo-Baptist publishing houses 
together. We hope for a continuance of this recognition as a 
means of more strongly holding the great Baptist family to an 
unqualified co-operation with the society and its work. We 
voice the sentiment of every Baptist that, this Publication House 
has been an engine of power indeed, not only in giving literary 
character to white Baptists, but in assisting our brethren to the 
heights already attained. The Baptist Magazine gives the right 
hand of fellowship to any and all organizations that help to aug
ment the growth of our people, especially to those whose record 
has been that of steadfast effort along this line.
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SHORT EDITORIALS.

That Miss Ida B. Wells, is a woman of more then ordinary 
courage and ability, must be conceded by her most caustic 
critics; that she has done more towards the creation of the 
healthiest sentiment against southern outrages, than hundreds of 
the brainless negroes who aim to negative her honest efforts to 
brin£ oW cause to the atten^on of humanitarians on both sides 
of the Atlantic, goes without saying. Her movement has the 
endorsation of the best men and the most consecrated women of 
both sections and races. Revolutions never go backwards, 
especially when they are founded upon the eternal principles of 
truth and human liberty. Some few contemporaries of this noble 
woman may not accord to her the praise she so justly deserves, 
but an enlightened posterity will rise up and call her blessed.

It is about timeour leadingchurches ceased calling men to their 
pastorate whose record for sound Baptistic principles is very 
questionable, and over whose moral life clouds are heavy and 
black. Some of the strongest churches in the denomination are 
to-day torn and bleeding, their usefulness for the next quarter of 
a century entirely impaired, and their prestige among other 
denominations a hiss and a by-word. Where a man has a record 
as a church splitter no matter how eloquent his speech, or per
suasive his manners, churches with vacant pulpits, who hope for 
some degree of future prosperity, should pray with the Episcopal 
brethren, “ Good Lord, deliver us.”

Rev. Eugene Evans, Editor of the Christian Banner, Phila
delphia, aspires to the Chaplancy of the House of Representa
tives, 54th Congress. Rev. Evans is an eloquent preacher, a pro
gressive pastor, an able journalist and Christian gentleman. We 
should like to see him succeed.

After fifty years of active service, as a clergyman, scholar 
and author, Dr. Alexander Crummell, retires from the pastorate 
of St. Luke Episcopal Church, Washington, D. C. No words of 
praise from us can add one laurel to the wreath of beauty which 
already encircles his brow. We wish him length of days and 
happiness. '

Rev. Dr. Harvey Johnson, Baltimore, is one of the most 
Scholarly and dignified Christian ministers to be found any-where. 
He is thoroughly in touch with every movement looking towards 
the advancement- of Negro Baptists. He not only talks up a 
good cause, but gives his money to perpetuate it. He is pastor 
of one of the grandest churches in America, some of the strong
est men connected with the race, both in the ministry and the 
professions have been brought to Christ through his ministrations 
and inspired to make the most of their opportunities.

Rev. L. H. Jackson, pastor Trinity A. M. E. Church, 
. Baltimore, Md., is the greatest financier in the Baltimore Con
ference, a man of strong individuality a model pastor, an able 
preacher. He holds his congregations with the strength of a 
cable. «

The personal letter of Hon. Frederick Douglass, which 
appears elsewhere in the Magazine, indicates his unwavering 
interest in all that builds up a people for whom the best years of 
his life have been spent. Amidst all the changes that have come 
to the Negro, amidst the weakening of his hitherto best friends, 
the death of those who stood in the heat of conflict and the 
smoke of battle, Hon. Frederick Douglass stands unhurt amid 
the wreck about him, uncontaminated in moral purity; unim
peached as a statesman, unrivaled as an orator, the pride of the 
old and the inspiration of the young.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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BIOGRAPHICAL.

REV. JOSEPH A. BOOKER, A. M.

Rev. Joseph A. Booker, A. M., was born in 1859, and reared 
in the State qjf Aransas. He received his academic training in 
the State Normal School, Pine Bluff; and his collegiate and 
theological education at Roger Williams University, Nashville, 
Tenn., where he finished his classical course in 1886, receiving 
the degree of A.. B. Since that time the same institution has 
given him the degree of A. M.

He served one year as State Missionary of Arkansas, during 
1887, when he did a grand work and was called to the Presi
dency of the Arkansas Baptist College.

He has succeeded in building one of the strongest educa
tional institutions in the denomination and stands in the front 
ranks of Negro Educators. In addition to his educational work 
he is editor of the Baptist Vanguard; the denominational organ 
of Arkansas Baptists. Most men excel in one thing, but Prof. 
Booker, shines not only as a college president, but a journalist 
of the first magnitude.

As a public speaker he is pointed and convincing; as an 
educator sound and up to the times, as a writer cogent in argu
ment and irresistible in logic, as a Baptist stalwart and con
sistent. He is indeed an honor to the race as well as the deno
mination.

REV. JOSEPH A. BOOKER, A. M.
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J. HUGO JOHNSTON, A. M., PH. D.

Professor James Hugo Johnston, was born in Richmond, 
Va., July 29, 1858. He was from early youth a regular attend
ant of the Sunday school, and became a member of the First 
Baptist church at the age of twelve. His parents being poor, he 
was compelled to begin to support himself at the age of twelve. 
By selling newspapers he managed to continue his schooling 
until 'his graduation from the Normal School of Richmond, 
in 1876.

In all that pertains to the intellectaal and moral welfare of 
his Mice, he has always taken an active part. On various occas
ions yie received the highest honors from his fellow townsmen. 
He lias never taken an active part in politics. Having made 
teachink his profession, his most earnest efforts have been to 
improve and dignify his chosen profession. In recognition of 
his fidelity to the race and his calling, Governor Fitz Hugh Lee, 
in 1886, made him a member of the Board of Visitors of the V. 
N. & C. I. He was also elected Secretary of the board.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Hon. John 
L. Buchanon, LL. D., made him conductor of a Peabody Insti
tute for teachers held at Lynchburg, Va. This was one of the 
largest and most successful institutes ever held in the state. The 
able management of it was the subject of general comment 
among the teachers. Here was organized the Virginia Teachers’ 
Reading Circle, and the conductor of the Institute was elected 
president. He still holds that position.

The subject of our sketch is of the Baptist faith, and has 
frequently represented his church and school in various State 
organizations. For three years he was corresponding secretary 
of the Va. B. S. S. S. Convention. As an active Mason he has 
worked his way to the upmost round in that order, having 
already served two terms as Grand Master of the State. In this* 
capacity, he attended the National Masonic Convention held in 
Chicago, in 1887. He delivered the opening address entitled, 
" The True Status of Negro Masonry in America.”

When the term of Office of Hon. John Mercer Langston, 
LL. D., President of the V. N. & C. I., had about expired, the 
Board of Visitors of the College felt that it had a difficult task in 
filling the vacancy thus occasioned. They finally settled upon
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Prof. Johnston, as a man having sufficient experience, executive 
ability and learning, to run the school successfully.

Prof. Johnston took charge of the V. N. & C. I., as President 
January i, 1888. Since his administration, the institution has 
advanced beyond the expectation of his best friends and 
advisers. In the last two years the number of students has been 
augmented at least 50 per cent. He is an educator of fourteen 
years experience.

In scholarship, he must not be measured by the curriculum 
of the Normal School of Richmond, for he has, by diligent and 
persevering study, pursued higher branches of mathematics, 
science and phUUtophy. By virtue his office of President, he 
is professor of philosophy. He is wal versed in the difficult and 
important studies of Psychology, Moral Philosophy, and Logic. 
It was in recognition of his ability and worth that Shaw Univer
sity, at its commencement, May 23, 1889, conferred on him the 
degree of A. M., and in 1893, Ph. D.

As a speaker he ranks high. In style, he is simple and 
practical, in matter, sound and sensible.

He is known for his veracity, integrity and Christian prin
ciples. It was mainly due to his spotless moral character that, 
while a boy, he was elected clerk of the First Baptist Church, 
and held this position for twelve years. One of the noblest and 
sweetest features of his character is his care and regard for his 
affectionate mother. She imparted to him those grand princi
ples of virtue, honesty, courage and industry which alone can 
make men great

As an educator of the colored youth, he occupies a promi
nent place. He is perhaps, the youngest college President in 
America, and has won the respect and confidence of students and 
faculty.

Ettrick P. O. Va. D. B. Williams.
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A. R. GRIGGS, D. D.

Rev. A. R. Griggs was born in Georgia in 1850. He knew 
little of his parents. The last time he saw his mother was at the 
auction block in Alabama, when he was sold. In 1859 he was 
carried to Texas where he remained a slave till 1865.

In 1867" by the kindness of a white lady, he secured his 
first lesson in Webster’s spelling book, and being thirsty for 
knowledge, he sought every opportunity to improve himself. In 
the early seventies he drove cattle during the day and walked 
three miles at night in order to attend night school. In 1869 he 
was regenerated and was baptized by Rev. Z. T. Pardee. In 
1870 he married Miss Emma Hodge, of Chatfield. Eight chil
dren were born to them, five of whom are living. His eldest 
son, Sutton, taught school at Dallas, graduated at Bishop Col
lege, and Richmond Theological Seminary, and is the able editor 
of the Virginia Baptist. He was licensed and ordained in 1874.

- Early in his ministerial career, he evinced a strong mission
ary spirit, and as soon as he was ordained began ^o travel, some
times afoot and sometimes on horseback among the churches, 
preaching the gospel and organizing new churches. In 1875 he 
was called to the pastorate of New Hope Baptist Church, Dallas, 
Texas. Here he secured a lot and erected a handsome edifice 
in a prominent part of the city. He enjoys the distinction of 
being the founder of the first Baptist school in Texas, from this 
institution over sixty teachers and preachers have graduated and 
are doing a good work in different parts of the state. In 1879 he 
went upon the field in the interest of Bishop College and col
lected thousands of dollars for that institution and secured many 
bright young men and women as students. In 1882 he was 
elected general missionary of the State Convention, to be sup
ported jointly by the white and colored conventions and the A- B. 
H. M. Society. In 1883 he resigned in order to return to his 
pastoral work from- which he had been released to do service 
among the churches. In 1885 he again accepted the position, 
retaining it till October, 1888, when influenced by the late Dr. 
Simmons, he was transferred to the work of the American Bap
tist Home Mission Society, but so great was the confidence of 
the white brethren, they continued their appropriation of one



thousand dollars per annum, to be used as he might see best 
among his people. He edited and published the first colored 
paper in Texas, The Baptist Journal. He has been editor of The 
Baptist Preacher, The Southwestern Baptist, and the Dallas Chris
tian Leaflet. Dr. Griggs is author of a “ History of the Mission 
Work of Texas among the Colored People,” also a tract on 
“ Denominational Fidelity,” published by the American Baptist 
Publication Society. He has been repeatedly honored by the 
brethren of his own state with every position of trust, and by the 
National Convention with prominent offices. The United States 
Foreign Mission Convention elected him President, and during 
his administration Texas became the " Banner State ” in her able 
delegations and lai^e contributions. In i8qi State University of 
Kentucky conferred the degree of D. D. upon him and he wears 
the honor worthily.
^Bkis a powerful preacher holding his audiences spell

bound, an^ble financier, a strong and wise organizer, a staunch 
Baptist, a powerful debater, a Christian gentleman, affable in dis
position, chaste in conversation and exemplary in life. Texas 
and the denomination is proud of Dr. A. R. Griggs.

He has helped the Magazine in every emergency, with 
money and words of encouragement, and we are glad to place 
his name highfupon the roll of honor.

Agents wanted 111 
Good commission paid.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, WALNUT HILLS, OHIO.
The above is a cut of the Bethel Baptist Church, of Walnut 

Hills, Ohio, Rev. H. H. Harris, pastor.
He was born in Virginia in 1865, baptized at 13 years of 

age, graduated from Hampton Institute in 1886, and ordained at 
the age of 22 years. He taught school in his native state three 
years and entered Newton Theological Seminary in 1889. 
While a student he was called to the Ebenezer and Free Baptist 
Churches, Providence, R. I., Third Baptist Church, Springfield, 
Mass., and Twelfth, of Boston, the latter of which he accepted. 
Shortly after, he resigned to visit Europe, where he refused a 
scholarship at- Oxford, rather than sever his connection with the 
denomination. On his return to America he was recalled to the 
Twelfth Baptist Church, of Boston, where he served successfully 
until 1892, when he resigned and accepted his present charge.

During his pastorate the membership has increased from 40 
to 130. The present edifice will cost $12,000 and will be the 
handsomest in Cincinnati. The Twelfth Baptist Church of Bos
ton has recently extended him a third call, which is an evidence 
of the strong hold he has on the people. As a preacher he, is 
eloquent, and as a church worker, untiring, affable in disposition, 
and gentlemanly in demeanor. The Magazine wishes him success.
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OUR EXCHANGES.

—The American Baptist. Louisville, Ky., is one of the best 
edited newspapers published. * Editor Steward is a clear headed 
business man, and a forcible writer on all subjects.

—The Christian hulerh&s greatly improved under the edi
torial management of offr old frii-nd, Rev. C. II.' Phillips, D. D. 
Is it not strange whatever he touches prospers ?

—The Herald, of Texas, is a lively sheet and does credit to 
the brain and energy of its able editor, Rev. L. L. Campbell.

—The Virginia Baptist is a vigorous organ, with an editor- • 
ial staff second to none in the country. The cause is safe with 
such men as Revs. Griggs, Graham, Lewis, Hayes, and the 
scholarly Dr. J. E. Jones to defend it.

—Editor Dancy is giving the reading world an excellent 
Quarterly. He is a deep thinker and prolific writer. We know 
of no man in Zion more eminently qualified for that position.

—The Georgia Baptist man has his hands full. He is a 
pastor, President of the State Convention, and editor of a denom
inational paper that is as true to Baptist principles as the needle 
to the pole.

—The Colored American is a credit to the race. Editor 
Cooper is to be congratulated on the ability of the editorial de
partment and the successful management of so great a paper.

—The Monthly Review, Boston, Mass., Chas. Alexander, 
editor, takes a high rank as a magazine. It is magnificently illus
trated and ably edited.

—The Afro-American is a monument to the pluck, push and 
business qualities of Rev. W. M. Alexander.

The Washington Bee should be congratulated on its fight
ing qualities. Editor Chase generally comes out on top.

—The Christian Banner still holds its own. It is well edited 
and should be supported by the denomination of which it is the 
organ in Pennsylvania. It has been and still is a powerful fac
tor in unifying the churches.

—The Richmond Planet is “ The noblest Roman of them 
all.” Mitchell is brave wherever the right is to be defended and 
mighty in the defense.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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REVIEWS.

—“ From the Virginia Plantation to the National Capital,” 
by John Mercer Langston, is the record of a life, crowded with 
interest and crowned with the Triumphs of self-reliant effort and 
splendid attainments. No Negro has given to. the world 
a work of such vast literary value. It is not merely a reminis
cence of the swuggle, of a representative of a proscribed people, 
for that place and power, which his eminent services to humanity, 
and his high qualifications, so properly entitled him ; but it is a 
'valuable contribution of sacred historical data, which belongs to a 
period that has passed indelibly into the history of the American 
people. As John the Baptist was the"voice” crying in the 
wilderness, for preparation to receive a coming kingdom, and as 
Huss was the precursor of the Reformation, so Langston with 
his compeers, was the lone prophet, in the darkest period of our 
history, lifting his voice in prediction of the time when the en
slaved should become the freeman, vested with all the rights and 
privileges, guaranteed by constitutional law.

Mr. Langston, as an orator, lawyer, diplomat, educator and 
congressman, draws from mighty and varied resources, and gives 
us facts which place us under an eternal debt of gratitude, to him 
as a literateur of the first magnitude.

It should be secured and carefully studied by eveiy Negro, 
young and old. It is handsomely bound arid magnificently illus
trated containing 534 pages and 31 chapters. 1
The book can be obtained by sending $2.50 postage paid, to The 
American Publishing Co., Hartford, Conn. (Please mention the 
Magazine, see advertisement on another page.) 

colored people of the South. The book alluded to gives graphic 
descriptions of the escaping slave, and those who aided them in 
making their escape to a land of freedom. The author, Rev. 
Troy, has .been requested by many friends who are interested in 
the welfare of the race, to reprint the work that those who did 
not know of thefcopflicts and struggles of the bondmen may read 
the story of the fierce and rapid chase made to capture the escap
ing fugitives. We hope this book may find a ready sale, that 
its author may oe partially rewarded, for the |help he contri
buted to the work of emancipation.

—We have had the pleasure of reading a little book known 
as HfUr Breadth Escapes From Slavery to Freedom, written by the 
Rev. Wm. Troy, of the City of Richmond, Va. The author of 
this book has appended to it the progress of the race in the 
United States since emancipation. The work of itself should 
commend itself to the special attention of the readers of the liter
ature which describes the former and present condition of the

Agents wanted! 11 
Good commission paid.



56

BAPTIST MAGAZINE CONTINGENT FUND.

The following persons have contributed to the establishment 
of a “ Contingent Fund" of the National Baptist Magazine by 
paying $5.00 for five years subscription in advance. The Con
vention failed to provide for this at its last session, and it was 
our most pressing need. The amount may be paid at any time 
during the next^o days. We will keep this list standing, adding 
the names of those who pay. Who will be the next to send in 
his name ? The Magazine is a fixture. Help to make its busi
ness department a credit to the denomination.

The following have paid the amount opposite their names: 
Rev. J. H. Garnett, D. D., ... $5.00

“ C. H. Parrish, A. M., - - - - 3.00
" E. C. Morris, D. D., - 5 OO
“ Caesar Johnson, - 5.00
“ A. R. Griggs, D. D., - - - 3 00
" J. H. Frank, ..... 5.00
“ A. Binga, Jr., D. D., - - - 3.00
“ Harvey Johnson, D. D , .... 5.00

Total ..... £34.00
The American Baptist, Louisville, Ky., contains a standing 

list of brethren who promise to pay during this quarter.



BAPTIST MAGAZINE
is prepared to publish

MINUTES, &
PAMPHLETS,

& BOOKS
of every description and make. Cuts of churches and 
individuals at the lowest rates and upon shortest notice.

We only ask a chance to put. in our bid for this 
kind of work, convinced that the high character of our 
workmanship, will satisfy the most exacting.

Sexxd. ixx sto-clx oxdexs.



DO YOU OWN A HOME 
or do you pay rent?

Why not make your rent money 
buy the home for your family ?

Have you a regular and steady income ? Are you saving 
any portion of it for t‘ e rainy day ? Do you know how 
easy it is to save if you once begin in earnest? Why not 
start by taking a few shares of stock in the

Industrial Building and Savings Co.?
Share/$1.00 each per-month. $100 loaned on each share.

Special deposits bear interest at 6 per cent, per annum.
Organized May. 1885.

COMPANY OFFICE: 609 F Street, N. W.,
-CAPITAL SAVINGS BANK BUILDING.—

OPEN FROM 9 A. KA. TO 5 KA.

OFFICERS <& DIRECTORS:
LEWIS H. DOUGLASS, - - President.

Heal Estate and Loan.
ROBERT H. TERRELL. - - Vice President.

Lynch and Terrell, Attorneys-at-Law.
HENRY E. BAKER, - - - Secretary.

Assistant Examiner, U. S. Patent Office.
JOHN A. PIERRE, - - . TREASURER.

Sixth Auditor's Office, U. S. Treasury.
Leonard 0. Bailey, Treasurer Capital Savings Bank. 
Dr. J. R. Francis, First Asst. Surgeon, Freedmen’s Hospital. 
Andrew F. Hilyer, 3rd Auditor’s Office U. 8. Treasurer, 
w. Scott Montgomery, Sup. Prin., City Public.Schools. 
J. Archibald Lewis, . U, g. Supreme Court. 
Prof. James Storum, • Instructor, High School. 
Prof. J. D. Baltimore, Instructor Manual Training Pub. Sch. 
Jerome A. Johnson, U. S. Int. Revenue, Trees. Department. 
Dr. James R. Wilder, . Practicing Physician.

Receipts to May, 1894, $138,205.00.
(Please mention this Magazine. )



IT IS WELL KNOWN
that the American Baptist Publication Society furnishes the Baptist denom
ination with

PERIODICALS
unsurpassed in mechanical excellence, artistic appearance, and literary 
merit. Its contributors are the leading men in the denomination.

The best of it is the Society does not live backward, but that it con
tinues to originate and improve the old customs.

25 cents.
60 “

Club prices of live or more copies to Slnalc copies 
one address.

BAPTIST SUPERINTENDENT.. 6} cts. per quarter; 25 cts. per yi
BAPTIST TEACHER.......................124 “ A 50 "

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
SENIOR QUARTERLY................... f “
ADVANCED QUARTERLY..........  24“
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 2|

3
li

9INTERMEDIATE QUAR______
PRIMARY QUARTERLY..............
PICTURE LESSONS......................
BIBLE LESSONS.............................

INDUCTIVE SERIES.
SENIOR INDUCTIVE STUDIES. _ 
JUNIOR INDUCTIVE STUDIES 24 “

NEW PRIMARY QUARTERLY.
TWO YEARS WITH JESUS........ 21 “
PICTURE AND QUESTION........ 4 “

ILLUSTRATED PAPERS.
’ OUR YOUNG PEOPLE..................10 "

YOUNG REAPER, Monthly.........24 “
“ Fortnightly.... 5 “

SUNLIGHT, Monthly...................... 24 “
“ Fortnightly............  5 “

OUR LITTLE ONES...................... 61 “

20
10

20 "
10 “

5

9 “
16 “

40 “
10 “
20 “
10 “
20 “
25 “

24

60

30 cent*.

30 cent*.
30 “

..$4.00MOOBIBLE LESSON PJCTURES... .$1.00
FOR THE CHURCH AND FAMILY.

THE COLPORTER........................... 5 cents per year, in clubs of 20 or mon.

SAMPLES free.

(Please mention this Magazine. )
AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY.

PHILADELPHIA! IDO Chertnut Street;
BOSTON I « Weehlngton Street;' ST. LOUIS: UW Olive Street ;

NEW YORK« 1« «“>d 1S1 Fifth Avenue; DALLAS: M5 Mein Street ;
CHICAGO i ITI Webeeh Avenue; ATLANTA : W Whitehall Street

(Please mention this Magazine.)
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AGENTS
WANTED

<“FR0M THE VIRGINIA PLANTATION TO 
s;°„ THE NATIONAL CAPITOL” 
~ • - i '• \ ■ — •

Hon. JOHN IVI. LANGSTON,

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF THE

+ Famous Silver=Tongued+

COLORED ORATOR

AND POLISHED SCHOLAR.

SELF-RELIANCE THE SECRET 

OF SUCCESS.

Great Historical Work 
embracing

50 Years of RACE PROGRESS.

SUPERBLY ILLUSTRATED.

Ml COLORED READERS

WAGING FOR IT.

LW*(. , •«
V/Wa p

'XCat'itcj.-' y
J'
1°MNWet£ERI AbiC-r
I '•'W'-

No race library complete without it. Sure t>» Sell. High grade illustrations, pap', r. printing and binding 
makes it the handsomest snd most attractive race bo. k ever ptiLli Led. ('r.’i ■ . i 11 a.i 1 most interesting 
account of Mr. Langston’s great and successful fight for his sc t in the II .n.c < f Re- • sv • ait at Washington.

A big opportunity to make money ; don’t miss it. Send $1.00 for < m. d..*g oiitdt a 1 secure territory 
at once, or send for descriptive circulars and terms to agents. \. me monmg thi paper,

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO..


