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*^THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE--ITS NEEDS. *̂

READ AND REFLECT!
Dear Brethren:—At the annual meeting of the National Baptist Convention 

held at Washington, D. C., 1893, I was unanimously elected Managing Editor of 
he National Baptist Magazine, a periodical created by the Convention and made 
he literary organ of the denomination. I was confronted by an empty treasury 

and a loss of confidence by the brethren. The position came unsought, as I was 
very busy with church work. But having felt so long and keenly the need of a 
quarterly, I set about the task, depending upon the trusted brethren to stand by 
me and keep it alive. We are now at the third mile post, and I take this method 
to put some facts in your possession It must be admitted that this enterpiise 
liegan in most perilous financial times; that it has never seen "good times when 
money was plenti^l among the masses; and therefore, its struggle has been 
doubly difficult. But we commenced, after due Consideration of obstacles, and 
have made our way slowly to the point we occupy to day. The Magazine is no 
experiment, but a fixture. The pulpit and press, black and white, secular and 
religious, have spoken in the highest terms of its excellent mechanical makeup, 
its scholarly and ofttimes erudite articles, and the unique place it occupies in the 
development of the denomination and race. All of this, simply makes our obliga
tion to sustain the record made, stronger and would make a failure the more keen 
and farreaching. Now what have we done? We have a circulation of 10,000; 
our territory is 38 States, the Dominion of Canada, Scotland, West Indies, and 
Liberia, Africa. During the year we commenced a Job Department, using a 
publishing house of white men, and securing a percentage for the company, but 
after obtaining many contracts for books, minutes, etc., we found that the im
perative thing, was to secure a plant and do our own work. This we have done 
at a cost of $2,000, and we must make a payment October ist, of $300 upon it. 
We did this:

ist. In oruer to save the honor of Negro Baptists.
2d. To keep the money contributed by Negroes, among Negroes.
3d. To provide employment for our own people—our men, boys, and girls.
4th. To have something besides a book, no matter how excellent, that we 

might point to with pride.
Our Job Department is under the superintendency of Mr. J. Thomas Davis of 

Washington, D. C., a young'man of great business qualities, and an untiring 
Church and Sunday School worker, with Mr. H. D. Pryor of Virginia, a printer 
of twenty-five years experience as foreman, and your humble servant as manager 
of the whole. ‘

We print minutes for any Association or Convention in the United States^*  Al
ready our contracts ate from Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, PgQBtf 1- 
vania, Ohio, and the New England States. With the co-operation of brethren 

throughout the country we could publish minuter, for every religious holy in this 
country that has been carrying work to white business houses. Race and de
nominational pride demand that we support our own.

This is first, a Baptist enterprise. Every stockholder and employee is a Bap
tist. It is ours without any tricky provisions in the deed that transfers it to us. 
It is controlled by a stock company of our brethren who have invested their 
money, in the concern. But money has been so scarce, during the year that many 
who desired, could not take stock.

The members of the company are found in Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, 
District of Columbia, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, North 
Carolina, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennes
see, Texas, Virginia, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, West Virginia, Minnesota, and 
Africa. The shares are sold at $5.00 each. When more than one share is taken, 
we allow the person to pay monthly until all is perfected. Churches. Conven
tions, and Associations may also hold stock. •
• We want—

100 brethren to pay $25.00 (5 shares)...............................  $2,500
100 brethren to pay $20.00 (4 “ )................................ $2,000
100 brethren to pay $15.00 (3 “ )... 7.......................... $1,500
100 brethren to pay $10.00 (2 " )...................................$1,000 

and the rest to fall in line. It would give us a starter of $7,000, which would not 
only pay for our plant, but secure a house to put it in. When cash is paid a lib
eral discount is made.

The money invested is secured by the plant, and the fact, that the individual is 
made a free subscriber. The revenues of th6 Company arise from the following 
sources: subscriptions, advertisements, job work, defaultingsubscribcrs to stock.

Now, will you arise and make the Baptist Magazine, created by you, a monu
ment to the denominational pride and business sagacity of Negro Baptists.

Yours for the denomination and race,
W. BISHOP JOHNSON.
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PresH Comi'^^erTLt«.

It sustains the reputation it has already acheived in current literature. 
Every Baptist should subscribe.—New South, Louisville Ky.

The Magazine is no longer an experiment and those who desire to sustain 
meritorious journalism should subscribe.—American Baptist, Louisville, Ky.

We wish this venture to be a success, and earnestly urge every Baptist to 
send in his subscription, to aid in the propagation of the tenets of the faith.

•' KiCHMONp Planet, Richmond Va.
ft is all that could be expected. Dr. Johnson deserves the thanks of the 

tienomination. He deserves more than .thanks. Send in your money.
Afro-American, Baltimore, Mo.

The Tribune extends its hearty congratulations to Rev. Dr. Johnson and 
his associates for their praiseworthy effort. The class of literature the pub
lishers are anxious to scatter into Baptist homes, is helpful to the mind and 
beneficial to the soul.—Weekly Tribune,. Philadelphia Pa.

The Georgia Baptist takes pleasure in commending the Baptist Magazine 
to the public at large and especially those of the household of faith.

' Georgia Baptist.
It contains sixty-four pages, neatly printed, comprising contributions from 

many leading men in the church and gives promise of a useful future.
Evening Star, Washington. D. C,

The place of our Baptist Magazine cannot be filled. It is a mine of infor
mation for Baptists. Every Baptist should have this valuable publication in 
his home.—Christian Banner, Philadelphia Pa.

Rev. Dr. Johnson, the enterprising editor is spreading the circulation and 
influence of the Baptist Magazine all over the continent,—Col’d American.

• The National Baptist Magazine commends itself in matter, manner, and 
mechanical workmanship. It. makes an eloquent appeal to the denomination 
for support. It ought to have it.—National Monitor, New York.

Its contents are from the pens of some of our ablest.divines and should be 
read by every thinking Baptist.—Baptist Herald, South Carolina.

There is a wide field 'of usefulness for it and we wish it an abundant suc
cess,—Home Mission Monthly, New York.

It is an interesting and ably edited Magazine and should be cordially sup 
’ ported.—Raleigh North Carolina Gazette,

It is filled with good, wholesome, religious doctrine, and the leading questions 
of the rimes —-Athens Georgia—Clipper.

The National Baptist Magazine is well edited and should be extensively cir
culated throughout the country,—The Tribune. New Orleans Louisiana.

Let every Baptist preacher, deacon. superintendent and teacher, subscribe 
at once. Let us support it.—Vanguard, Arkansas.

It is the best Quarterly published in this country.
Washington Bee, Washington, D. C.

The Baptist Magazine published in the city of Washington, and edited by 
that bright light. Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D.. has for its object the develop
ment of the literary life of our people. Our ablest men and women put into 
the Magazine their best productions, and they reap the benefit that the effort 
brings and we enjoy the rich fruits of those efforts—Virginia Baptist.

Every Baptist should have it.—Expositor. St. Louis Missouri.

Rewoltitio nts.

Whereas, The American National Baptist Convention has begun the 
publication of a Quarterly Magazine known as "The National Baptist Mag
azine” with Rev W. Bishop Jblinson. D. D., Manager and Editor; and-

Whereas. Its purpose is to preserve a distinct Negw> Baptist literature and 
open a field for the larger growth of literary enterprise*,  giving opportunity 
for the discussion of subjects pertaining to church and denominational life:

Resolved, That we hail the Magazine with joy and regard it in everv way 
a first-class religious periodical, a credit to its able editor and the denomi
nation everywhere.—Va. Bap't. State Convention.

Whereas. The National Baptist Convention has commenced the publication 
of the National Baptist Magazine, with the Rev. W. Bishop Johnson of 
Washington, D. C.. as managing editor, and whereas this publication opens 
a widgr field for Negro Baptist literary capability:

Resolved, That we urge each superintendent and teacher of <w Sunday 
Schools to subscribe for a copy of the Magazine, and each Suntft^ School to 
place a copy in its library.—Penn. State Convention.

Whereas, The National Baptist Convention has established a Quarterly 
Magazine as the organ of the Baptist denomination, and whereas. Rev. W 
Bishop Johnson, the able'pastor of this church and forcible writer on all sub
jects, is its Managing Editor:

Resolved, That we hail the periodical with delight and give it our best 
support.--S. S. Lyceum, Second. Baptist Church, Washington, D. C.
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•• RELIGION AND THE MATERIAL.”

BY J. H GARNETT, A. M., 11. 11.

President Houston Academy, Houston, Texas.

Delivered at the Baptist Congress, held at the Cotton States and 
International Exposition, Atlanta, Ga., November 14, 1895.

The study of nature, in its multiform phases, has always 
held a large place in the history of thought.

In the infancy of philosophy, and in the childhood of think
ing, the very obtruseness of nature, the splendor and variety of 
her garments, the power of her forces, the precision and unfailing 
regularity of her habits, her queenship over the physical condi
tions of human life, all these laid both a spell and a necessity 
upon the earliest, childish, tottering steps of the human mind, 
in its learning to walk towards knowledge. Nor has nature lost 
her fascination even now, for the thoughf\of the mature manhood, 
and doubtless to the end of time she will remain a fathomless, 
shoreless expanse of wonder and knowledge. The fearless navi
gators of science, as well as the more reverential inquirers, will 
discover new islands, map out new continents, and explore new 
realms, and re-examine the old ways with ever-increasing zest.

The inquisitiveness into the secrets of the physical universe, 
grows more feverish with the passing ages.

Nature is an attraction which compels the gravitation of 
human life and action and thought towards the Creator. Those 
who study form and phenomena must of necessity feel their way 
along the grooves of force, and in their search and journeying,
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they can not fail to come some whither where forces spring forth 
from their native fountain, God.

The eager curiosity which with microscopic eye skirts 
the boundaries of an atom, and measures its landscape, and prys 
into its secrets of life, sweeps the heavens and speed to meet the 
swiftly advancing light from suns ten thousand years away, are 
like the attempt of the soul to walk in the steps where God has 
walked, and to follow in thought paths forever and ever, made 
sacred, because God himself first traversed them and in travers
ing them, created them.

The study of nature is the study of theology. It cannot be 
that pui^-arth, brought into being amid such solemnities as those 
which cradled the infant worldlit its birth, is unworthy of the high
est thought, the deepest inquiry, the most painstaking study, on 
the part of those who are seeking knowledge out of the Revela
tions of God.

It cannot be that this spot where soul, nature and God are 
weaving the web of the destiny of a race is an inconsequent part 
of that two-fold revelation whose final cause is an immortality of 
blessedness. We are too much inclined to relegate the whole 
realm of that revelation called nature to an insignificant place in 
our system of theology.

We seem to feel that the necessity of upholding the dignity 
and majesty of God rests upon us, and so we circumscribe Him 
and His revelation within limits which we deem fitting.

We construct our lines of theology wholly along the lines 
of spirit, forgetting that man has a material body and will forever 
have one as the outward form of his inward life. That a very 
large part of his knowledge will always have its roots spread 
wide and deep in the soil of matter.

No thinking, no study.no theology will be full orbed, which 
does not give large place to that revelation which we call ma
terial.

It would seem as if we were ever to be kept at our school
ing with the one text book of nature, and God in nature before 
us. Death by no means shuts this book. The new heavens, the 
new earth wherein our home shall be the new body, through 

whose transparent windows the radiant soul shall look out upon 
the ever open book of revelation, there we are to dwell forever. 
We are not taught that there is to be any annihalation of matter, 
and transmutation of that essential thing called matter. In some 
of its myriad forms it is set to be the perpetual environment of 
our souls.

As now, so forever, it will be God's way of setting forth one 
aspect of His revelation. It is not unworthy of His greatness to 
make revelation of Himself through material forms. It is not 
unworthy of our study to seek for Him in this earthly 
and material garment of His eternal power and Godhead. 
We are not wholly spiritual beings in our constitution, and 
we shall neVer be wholly spiritual in the times yet to come.

We are nowhere taught that there is to be a violent wrench
ing apart of our intellectual from our sensational life ; that there 
is to be after death, a sifting out of those elements of knowledge 
which are purely intellectual and moral ; that all the sensational 
element will be cast aside, as unworthy of our new dignity, and 
unfitted to our new surroundings. We are nowhere taught that 
sensation will not make up a large element of our knowledge in 
the life to come ; that the senses will not be purified, quickened 
and glorified equally with the heart and mind.

The conception that we are to throw off altogether our 
senses, and all this delicate fabric, in which the senses are inter
woven as a prerequisite and introduction to the new life of bless
edness hereafter, seems to stand without proof and without 
intimations either in reason or in revelation.

The Scriptures abound in statement that the environment of 
the new body, and the redeemed soul will be nature regenerated.

The representations of the beauty and joyousness of the 
new physical earth are not mere figures of rhetoric.

One of the facts which we are prone to lose sight of, is that 
the death of Jesus Christ availed for the physical earth, and pre
pared the way for its final regeneration in some measure, as it 
does for the redemption and regeneration of the body and the 
soul of man.

There is a wholeness, a completeness about the results of 

study.no
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they can not fail to come some whither where forces spring forth 
from their native fountain, God.

The eager curiosity which with microscopic eye skirts 
the boundaries of an atom, and measures its landscape, and prys 
into its secrets of life, sweeps the heavens and speed to meet the 
swiftly advancing light from suns ten thousand years away, are 
like the attempt of the soul to walk in the steps where God has 
walked, and to follow in thought paths forever and ever, made 
sacred, because God himself first traversed them and in travers
ing them, created them.

The study of nature is the study of theology. It cannot be 
that our earth, brought into being amid such solemnities as those 
which cradled the infant world at its birth, is unworthy of the high
est thought, the deepest inquiry, the most painstaking study, on 
the part of those who are seeking knowledge out of the Revela
tions of God.

It cannot be that this spot where soul, nature and God are 
weaving the web of the destiny of a race is an inconsequent part 
of that two-fold revelation whose final cause is an immortality of 
blessedness. We are too much inclined to relegate the whole 
realm of that'revelation called nature to an insignificant place in 
our system of theology.

We seem to feel that the necessity of upholding the dignity 
and majesty of God rests upon us, and so we circumscribe Him 
and His revelation within limits which we deem fitting.

We construct our lines of theology wholly along the lines 
of spirit, forgetting that man has a material body and will forever 
have one as the outward form of his inward life. That a very 
large part of his knowledge will always have its roots spread 
wide and deep in the soil of matter.

No thinking, no study, no theology will be full orbed, which 
does not give large place to that revelation which we call ma
terial.

It would seem as if we were ever to be kept at our school
ing with the one text book of nature, and God in nature before 
us. Death by no means shuts this book. The new heavens, the 
new earth wherein our home shall be the new body, through 

whose transparent windows the radiant soul shall look out upon 
the ever open book of revelation, there we are to dwell forever. 
We are not taught that there is to be any annihalation of matter, 
and transmutation of that essential thing called matter. In some 
of its myriad forms it is set to be the perpetual environment of 
our souls.

As now, so forever, it will be God’s way of setting forth one 
aspect of His revelation. It is not unworthy of His greatness to 
make revelation of Himself through material forms. It is not 
unworthy of our study to seek for Him in this earthly 
and material garment of His eternal power and Godhead. 
We are not wholly spiritual beings in our constitution, and 
we shall never be wholly spiritual in the times yet to come.

We are nowhere taught that there is to be a violent wrench
ing apart of our intellectual from our sensational life ; that there 
is to be after death, a sjfting out of those elements of knowledge 
which are purely intellectual and moral ; that all the sensational 
element will be cast aside, as unworthy of our new dignity, and 
unfitted to our new surroundings. We are nowhere taught that 
sensation will not make up a large element of our knowledge in 
the life to come ; that the senses will not be purified, quickened 
and glorified equally with the heart and mind.

The conception that we are to throw off altogether our 
senses, and all this delicate fabric, in which the senses are inter
woven as a prerequisite and introduction to the new life of bless
edness hereafter, seems to stand without proof and without 
intimations either in reason or in revelation.

The Scriptures abound in statement that the environment of 
the new body, and the redeemed soul will be nature regenerated.

The representations of the beauty and joyousness of the 
new physical earth are not mere figures of rhetoric.

One of the facts which we are prone to lose sight of, is that 
the death of Jesus Christ availed for the physical earth, and pre
pared the way for its final regeneration in some measure, as it 
does for the redemption and regeneration of the body and the 
soul of man.

There is a wholeness, a completeness about the results of
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this sacrifice ot Christ of which we get a very inadequate view 
when we make it to include only the redemption of the soul.

It is a fact of vast importance that the soul may be now 
regenerated, but it is a fact of no small importance that now, also, 
this body, the inseparable companion of the soul, may also be 
regenerated, and not only that, but that the whole environment 
of nature may be regenerated.

Man is by no means the only part of the universe that must 
have redemption. 7 his earth, which God in the beginning, 
when it came fresh and fair from His creative hand, pronounced 
“ very good,” has been groaning in its agony of waiting for 
redemption.

As man and nature went down in sin hand and hand 
together, so also must they come up out of it, and into redemp
tion, hand and hand together. We have not at all estimated to 
the full, the significance and power of that ligament which binds 
man and nature together. They started out together fair, fresh, 
clean and beautiful. They went down, wallowing in sin 
together. They must be redeemed together, by that one expiat
ing offering.

They are to be hand and hand together in the life to come. 
It would seem that the '*  Gloria in Excelsis ” “ makes distinct 
recognition of these facts.” “ Glory in the highest,” peace to 
the groaning earth, good will among men, who are at strife. 
God is glorified by the deliverance of man and also of his earthly 
home from the curse of sin, by the offering of Jesus Christ.

That cannot be an adequate view of truth, which makes the 
darkened heavens, the rocking earth, the riven graves, the raised 
bodies of the dead, at the time of the crucifixion, to be miracu
lous events, produced merely to deepen the impressions of the 
death of the mighty man of Nazareth. They were rather the 
involuntary sympathy which one part of God's revelation must 
feel with another. They are not merely extraneous events. They 
were organically connected with that mighty spiritual strueele 
on the cross.

7 he revelation in nature and the revelation in Christ were 
responsive. Their responses might be of joy as when “ the 

5

mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing, and the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands,” at the approach of the 
Creator; or as when the star hung over the cradle of the infant 
Redeemer.

The withdrawal of God's face not only brought that agony 
of moral darkness over the soul of the suffering Savior when he 
cried, “Eioi, Eloi, Lama, Sabacthani',' but also brought physical 
darkness over the face of physical nature. How could man's 
sin have dragged nature down also under the curse, unless there 
had been this strong ligament of life between man and matter ?

Indeed, so close is the relationship between mind and mat
ter that our thought has received its coloring from matter, and 
its very fibre is fashioned from it.

It cannot be that death, which is the transition from life to 
life, will eliminate all material elements from our life. Death 
has no knife sharp enough to sever the living cord v^ich 
binds mind and matter together.

It is not in keeping with God's law of progression, in human 
life, that after the most painful and protracted study through the 
years of our life, when we have laid by a store of knowledge in 
which sensational and material elements are so large a part, that 
at the end, we shall be called upon to throw aside the whole of 
it, and suddenly be changed into purely spiritual beings.

It cannot be that we shall stand upon this wide foundation 
of sense perceptions, simply for the purpose of discarding it all, 
and leaping forth into a career in which sensation shall be ban
ished. Matter is not essentially evil, it is not a curse, and a curse 
only in our lives. It was not matter that dragged the soul 
down, but the soul that dragged matter down. Because the spir
itual is so important, it does not necessarily follow that everything 
else is unimportant. The modern apostles of aestheticism have 
talked so loftily about the things of the spirit, that it would seem 
that the spirit is in danger of having its aethereal garments soiled 
by coming in contact with matter or of having its nature changed 
by an insidious infiltration of matter into its superior substance.

It is not necessary to banish matter in order to dignify the 
spirit. There is a breadth and unity in revelation, which is broken
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if we do not lay as great emphasis upon the palingenesis as upon 
the genesis of the earth It sprung into being at the fiat of God. 
Into orderliness and beauty, which satisfied the Creator. So 
also in the re-creation it shall again come forth from thejiand of 
God, clean, beautiful, and fit for the righteous to dwell in forever.

It cannot be, that these glorious prophecies in Isaiah, Jere
miah, and the other prophets, are mere metaphors significant of 
spiritual truth only.

“ The wilderness and solitary place shall be glad. The 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.”

“ Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead 
of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree. I he wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox ;

These may not be spiritualized away into mere figures of 
speech—we may not speak of the heavens and earth passing 
away with a great noise, and the elements melting with fervent 
heat, as a thing ol little import, and in the same connection, that 
the new heavens and the new earth, which shall form themselves 
out of this gigantic conflagration to be mere figures of speech. 
Consider the phenomenal power of water, seas, rains, vapors, 
dews, clouds, mists, ice, snow, frost, etc., it is manifest that water 
is no less material when it is an invisible vapor, than when it is 
ice. The electric flash which decomposes a drop of water and 
sets free its two elemental gases, has not destroyed the water. 
This earth and physical nature are no more destroyed, than the 
house which passes away into flame and smoke ; though the 
material has taken another form. The burned house under the 
new conditions may be perceived by the senses, just as easily as 
before. The present body may stand to the resurrection body, as 
does the sand to the pane of clear glass. The future body may 
be aethereal, transparent and flexible for the use of the soul, and 
hence called a pneumatic body, but it will be no less material 
than now. The Pneurna, the spirit, will enter upon a larger, 
freer activity than now.

It does not appear that we shall ever be wholly freed from a 
material body, but that it will be our everlasting companion 

that the motherhood of Nature will not cease with this time
epoch of our race. But, that God will still spread before us the 
moon and the stars which He has ordained, the myriad wonders 
of Nature, the marvelous workmanship of His fingers when the 
times of restitution and restoration of all things shall come, when 
the old earth will be so regenerated as to be as innocent, and as 
pure as when the parents of our race disported themselves long 
ago in paradise of old.

Nature was the first great embodiment of wisdom, care, 
and power, which God spread before the mind of the infant race. 
These were our first object lessons, and are never to be 
withdrawn from before our gaze. If we desire a fuller thought 
about God, a breadth of conception, such as he intends for us to 
have, we must be as earnest students in this Revelation about 
us as in the Revelation of the Scriptures.

If one comes to the study of Nature with preconceived 
agnostic theories, he may land into gross materialism.

The student of Nature must have strong root in that other 
Revelation—the revealed will of God to man.

God did not make us wholly spiritual, and the ground work 
of our being is fixed—our surroundings are wonderfully adapted 
to our twofold nature. All our knowledge may be found at the 
confluence of these two parts of our activities.

Our physical nature colors our very thought and expres
sion, and it is most probable that the material of our language 
will always set forth our materialistic prepossessions. It is not 
clear that there will be any pure spiritualistic language for our 
use here or hereafter.

All the representations of heaven carry forward the same 
thoughts of adaptation of place and surroundings to our twofold 
nature. Heaven will be the place in which Nature will have put 
on new, beautiful, and holy garments, suitable for the home of 
the redeemed ones. The earth and the stellar worlds which 
have been wrought out in detail with infinite completeness, and 
which set forth with such singular felicity and beauty God’s 
thoughts, are worthy of a far deeper scrutiny than Christian 
thinkers are wont to give to them.
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Kepler, whose mind had acquired a breadth and sweep of 
power through his vocation after having nightly traversed paths 
of the stars far into the mazes of space, rises to the profound 
meaning and majesty of the material creation, when he cries out, 
“ Oh God, I think thy thoughts after thee.”

It was a significant fact that the Savior used the lily, the 
sparrow, the fig tree, and the mustard seed to set forth spiritual 
things. He used one part of God's Revelation to supplement and 
complete the other If God has accommodated Himself to the 
forms of human thought, as we hear it said, He must forever 
continue so to accommodate himself, for the sensational element 
in our knowledge is an essential and abiding element.

There is no illimination of this sense element from our 
knowledge. The love, joy, gratitude and peace which we feel, 
have their ground work and their inspiration, not merely from 
the being of God, but also from the works of God, either in Na
ture or in Grace.

A spiritual abode would not be fitted for a man who has a 
twofold nature, but a home in which just as now, the spiritual 
and the material, are interwoven and blended, would meet all 
the conditions of our life, there, as it does here.

The essential things in us which make us our own individ
ual selves, will remain in us as the imperishable marks by which 
we shall be known here as hereafter. There will be a new body 
just as there will be a new soul—but in no larger sense in one 
case than in the other.

Spiritual regeneration makes a new soul ; so also physical 
regeneration makes a new body; but the elements of personal 
identity will be no more lacking in the one than in the other.

Regeneration, when it is finished, is a wonderfully complete 
work. It includes a renewed soul, a renewed body, a renewed 
earth and a renewed heaven.

Christ died not to redeem our souls only, but our bodies 
also, and to redeem the earth which has been our home.

It is this completeness, this wholeness of the work of re
demption which excites the admiration of angels and archangels 
and the whole universe of beings. Whatever has become disor

dered through sin in the universe, that the life and death of Je
sus Christ must set right and restore to its primal beauty and 
perfectness.

God's twofold Revelations, spiritual and material, will still 
meet the needs of man’s twofold natures, spirit and body.

We haVe given expression to only one side of our being 
when we say that heaven consists in righteous character, or a 
moral state. We have expressed both sides of our nature when 
we say that heaven is a place in which the righteous, in both 
body and soul, shall dwell. We look out upon this marvellous 
workmanship of the earth and the heavens, and we see and feel 
on every side the evidence of the Divine presence, we discover a 
daily care not only for the thousand animalculae which dispart 
themselves in their tiny drops of water, but also for the mighty 
leviathan of the northern seas.

We see each living thing in the earth, and sea, and air pro
vided with its daily food. We see a most wise and beneficent 
adjustment of life to life, of forces to forces, of earth, and plants, 
and sense. We see in the grain of sand as well as in the far off 
blazing worlds of light, a care, a forethought, and a plan ; micro
scopic in its details, but infinite in its breadth. We see a 
beauty, a grace, and a grandeur in flowers, in forests, in 
hills, in dales, in rivers, in mountains, which make me 
wonder if we shall ever be set in the midst of more beautiful 
worlds than these which have been the earthly setting to our 
lives. We see a mind which not only counts the hairs of our heads, 
and the steps of our feet, but also measures the eternal duration 
of our careers. We feel the pulsations of His thoughts ; of 
this throbbing physical life. We walk the earth held fast by 
His will. We breathe the air, compounded each day in his 
eternal laboratories. We eat the food which he has brought us 
from the East and from the West, from the North and from the 
South. We sleep, pillowed upon His care. We wake to look 
upon His sun, burnished each morning by a Divine hand, 
so that He may shine with healing and health to our frames. 
We hear his storms in solemn majesty discoursing together 
in their mighty assemblage in the deep silence of the night. We
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see Orion and Octurus and the Pleiades hide their shining faces 
in the presence of a majesty and a glory greater than their own. 
We hear in the vast and solemn spaces of the heavens, the 
stirring of the wings of the Almighty; and the heavens and the 
earth mingle and commingle their voices as the voice of many 
waters ; and as the voice of mighty thunderings saying, "Halle- 
juah ! Hallejuah ! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.”

Does any one doubt the doctrine herein set forth ? Then 
read the declarations of the great apostle in his letter to the 
Romans, VIII Chapter : “ For the earnest expectation of the 
creation waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. Be
cause the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travail- 
eth in pain together until now.

But if the spirit of him that raised up Jesus Christ from the 
dead dwell in you, he that raiscd^jim Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies his spirit that dwelleth in 
you."

AgekTj Wanted for the Magazine.

INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION.

- BY E. C. MORRIS, D. D.

Helena, Ark.

?\n address read before the Baptist Congress, in Atlanta, Ga., 
November 14th, 1895.

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens :
Had I been called upon to make an extemporaneous 

speech on the subject assigned me by the committee of arrange
ments for this Congress, I could not ask for a more opportune 
time or place to perform such a task.

Here in the great magic city of the South, and within a few 
minutes ride of the great Cotton States and International Fixposi
tion, I have before my eyes the infallible proofs of what may be 
accomplished by industrial training. Here in this place where 
the people have been given a fair opportunity to display their 
genius in the arts and trades, every thought catches new inspira
tion from the objects before us.

These are the secret keys to our nation’s greatness, and 
foreshadow what our nation will be ere the middle of the twen
tieth century. Here, where the products of the industries of our 
countrymen are brought into sharp competition with those of 
other great countries, will the necessity of such a training be 
fully realized. Nor can I pass on in this discussion without 
stopping to congratulate ourselves (the Southern people) upon 
the unprecedented success which has attended our Exposition. 
For many decades it has been argued that the South was the 
most inviting field for industrial activity of any section of our 
whole country, but never have there been such convincing argu
ments in favor of this truth as the silent testimonials which are 
found upon our Exposition grounds. The projectors of this fair 
began with the view of inaugurating a “ Cotton States and Inter
national Exposition,” but the broad and liberal spirit which
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characterized the management over-leaped all sectional lines, and 
instead of a “ Cotton State’s ” we have a “ World’s Fair.”

Mr. Chairman, in view of these unmistakable evidences of 
the nation's greatness, and the further fact that our people are a 
part of this nation, I venture to say a few words in defense of 
that class of training called Industrial Education. If it be true, 
as has been said by one more competent to judge than myself, 
that, as an educator, our Exposition surpasses anything of the 
kind ever held in this country, I feel that, I can with assurance 
add, that the industrial side deserves a preponderance of the 
credit for this success.

But, Mr. Chairman, I am reminded that I am addressing a 
“ Baptist Congress ” upon a subject which, in my humble judg
ment, cannot be confined to denominational lines, but one which 
should interest the whole people. Hence I am to speak of this 
matter as a Baptist should view it for the good of the whole 
people and of the whole country. But for convenience and 
on account of the fact, that we have not hitherto had an even 
chance in the race of life with our white brother, you will allow 
me to speak somewhat from a race standpoint.

The South has become the great battle-ground for industrial 
activity. Capital is seeking a field for investment, and finding no 
place where the investment will bring greater profits than in the 
South, will of course settle here. Here the great majority of our 
people are permanently settled, and will not be moved by any 
schemes or plots of pretended friends, hence the necessity for 
preparing for the conditions which confront us, and which will 
in a very short time supplant all the old time methods, and in
stead of the spinning-wheel, and loom, and like inventions on 
many plantations, will be massive mills and factories, doing the 
work of a thousand looms in a single day.

Our people, who constitute more than fifty per cent, of the 
producing class in the South, are not fully prepared to meet 
these new conditions which are sure to come within the next de
cade. That we are doing fairly well from a literary standpoint will 
hardly be questioned, but this very fact has brought on a prob
lem in the minds of the race leaders which is by no means easy 

of solution. It is, '*  What will the educated men and women of 
the race do ? ” That many of them will find employment as 
teachers, preachers, lawyers, doctors, etc., is conceded. But 
there is not room in the professions for all who are given the 
higher education, nor is it desirable that we have a race of pro
fessors.

It cannot be successfully denied that in nearly all the schools 
of our land where the children of our race are admitted, very 
little is taught them as to how they are to earn a living when they 
leave school. And the result is that many of them, when they 
receive a certificate of graduation, are almost as helpless as they 
were the day they entered school, so far as knowing how to earn 
a living and get up in the world. And indeed many of them 
think themselves less prepared for work on the farm, in the for
est, and in the home.

I hold that the acquisition of knowledge is an investment, 
and the profits on such an investment depend largely on the 
kind of knowledge acquired. Then if the Negroes are to remain 
in the South, and this section is to become the future Mecca of 
America, which it doubtless will for industrial pursuits, they 
must prepare to meet the new conditions. The Negro has 
been a great factor in the development of the South under the 
old regime, and if prepared he will be no less a factor in the 
development of the “ New South."

And just here I wish to pay a tribute to the broad, liberal 
spirit of Southern mechanics, who never object to the employ
ment of colored mechanics in the shops, on buildings, and at the 
bench with themselves. And this broad, liberal spirit, has been 
an incentive to our people along industrial lines, and has devel
oped many good mechanics without the aid of industrial schools.

But these cannot meet the requirements of the future, since 
the battle for bread grows fiercer each year. And while I would 
not advise that less attention be given to literary training, I do 
urge that more attention be given to the industrial training of the 
masses. Already some of the Southern states are giving much at
tention to this class of training, notable among these are Virginia 
and Alabama. And their example should be followed by every 
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other Southern state. Mr. Chairman, in this age of electricity, 
when all nature seems to have come to the assistance of man in his 
march towards a higher civilization, the Negro, if he does not 
want to be lost sight of, must join the procession now. 
The alarm should be sent down the line from Virginia to 
Texas, to every parent who is striving to educate his children, to 
have their hands trained along with their heads and hearts. 
The magic forces of the present age, will not tolerate the old 
time methods of plodding along as was the case fifty years ago. 
The buzzing saw, the whizzing plane, the smoking furnace, and 
a thousand other inventions all serve notice that the future will 
demand skilled workmen. The opportunities which lie before 
our ra|b are great, but without the proper training they will all 
pass from us to other races who are prepared for the exegencies 
of the times.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, let me say, that the duty of 
urging this mattter on our people falls more heavily on this Con
gress than any other, because of the fact, that it has a larger con
stituency than any other among our people.

Agents wanted 111 
Good commission paid.

A FRATERNAL LETTER.

BY HARVEY JOHNSON, D. D.,

Baltimore, Md.
To our National Bodies—the Colored Baptists of the United 

States—through the kind offices of Rev. W. B. Johnson, 
D. D., Corresponding Secretary National Educational So
ciety ; and to the Presidents, Officers, and Individual Mem
bers composing our National Foreign Mission, National 
Educational, and the National Baptist Conventions; a 
happy, cordial, full, free, heart-felt greeting.

Dear Brethren:
I greet you with an unfeigned love, and an unfailing 

faith in your ability to do, and to be men amongst men.
It has only been my happy privilege to be with you in your 

national annual gatherings, twice. Those were the meetings 
held at Indianapolis, and Washington, D. C., in the years ’89 
and ’93. Yet, I have not been a careless, thoughtless, disinter
ested observer of your affairs, for I have been a member of each 
of the bodies which constitute your assembly, and the church of 
which I have the honor to be pastor, has, up to date, contributed 
the creditable sum of eighteen hundred dollars, (/1,800), for For
eign Missions. And I now enclose $3.00,—one each, for 
annual membership in the three bodies, that is, if the bodies con
tinue constituted as they now are. Dr. Johnson will kindly pay 
it to them, and if boards are instituted instead, he will turn it 
over to them.

Now, brethren, there is a matter to which I wish to call 
your attention, and that is, our own distinctive denominational 
work as Colored Baptists. I have of late been trying, to set 
forth some of my views on the subject in the columns of the 
Christian Banner; but those who have attempted to make 
replies, and others, have aimed to turn the question off from a 
general one to that of a special one; namely, whether we should 
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at this time begin the building of new school property, to cost 
all the way from $ 100,000 to $500,000, or half a million. (The 
first figure is Dr. Phillips’, and the second Dr. T. J. Morgans.) 
Now, such a thought as that never entered my head ; but I had 
in mind from start to finish, and have yet, that broader idea of 
institutions which include establishments of all kinds and charac
ter, from the single family circle to the Church and Sabbath
school, Primary and Normal Schools, Academies, Colleges and 
Universities, State and National Conventions and Associations, 
and a Publishing House, and whatever else is essential to a peo
ple’s growth and development. So, when I say, as I have said, 
that the time is fully come for us to establish and maintain insti
tutions of our own, I do not mean schools alone, but all kinds of 
institutions? Nor do I mean the offering, discussing, and hasty 
passage of a precipitate resolution as to our future relationship to 
the white Baptists of the country. And yet, I believe in an 
entire separation, because of existing circumstances and condi
tion of things. I have not always believed and felt that way, but 
I do now.

1st. Because we are organically a distinct, separate denom
ination—we are the Colored Baptist denomination, and they are 
the White Baptist denomination.

2nd. Because we, being a separate organization, have all 
the functions, duties, responsibilities and obligations attaching to 
the same, to fulfill.

3rd. Because it is a moral and physical impossibility for us, 
as a denomination, to fulfill with honor and credit to ourselves 
the obligations devolved upon us, so long as we serve simply as 
the means to an end for the white man’s greater and stronger 
organizations.

4th. Because the white man’s race-pride and race-prejudice 
so entirely and completely unfits him to accord to us in his 
organizations, those offices and positions that are so necessary 
to our development into the best leadership; and because the 
facts prove that we can get such opportunities nowhere else but 
in organizations of our own.

5th. Because so long as we retain any organic relationship 
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with the white man in a co-operative sense, he is sure to take 
the honor to himself for whatever we do and are. So if 
we are to ever do and be anything to ourselves and among our
selves, the logic of the facts teaches that we must do it ourselves.

Now, while all that I have said in the above propositions is 
true, and absolutely necessary to our best race and denomina
tional advancement, I believe that the only question for the 
National Meetings to consider, bearing on the subject, is this : 
Has the time fully come, when we, as Colored Baptists, should 
establish, have, and maintain our own institutions—institutions 
of all kinds and classes, from the home circle up to the grand 
and honorale national body that is now in session ? This prop
osition is only to be considered as a seed-planting, not a har
vest gathering ; but the harvest will be gathered in due season 
“ if we faint not." This does not rajse the question of our total 
or partial separation from the White Baptists, but the great 
question of the “ ought ” as to the duty we owe to ourselves as 
a representative denomination, and the generations that are to 
come after us,—what are we going to turn over to them as a leg
acy of the achievements we have wrought while we lived, and 
acted for them ? for we are acting for them, and what they are to 
be in the future largely depends upon the foundation we now 
lay, or the kind of legacy we shall leave them.

Now, dear brethren, I want to say, do not let that resolu
tion-offerer, who is coming to the Convention, plunge the bodies 
into confusion on this question by a premature and precipitate 
action. I want to fore-warn you of him. I know him. He has 
already arranged to be there for that purpose. I also want you 
ever to bear this one thing in mind: that when I speak of a total 
separation from the whites, I do not mean antagonism to them, 
nor do I mean hatred for them in any degree or respect, but 
simply an exhibition and exemplification of individuality and per
sonality, necessary to all well-regulated institutions. Take for 
example our families,—they are entirely and in ever)’ respect 
separate and distinct from the whites, but they are not for that 
reason in any sense antagonistic to them. And you will bear 
in mind that the whites themselves, all over this country, make
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it necessary that there should be a separation; and they insist 
on it that the separation shall continue, and yet there is no fam
ily disagreement between colored and white families. Then 
again, take all our secret, benevolent and beneficial societies, 
from Maine to Texas, and they are absolutely separate and dis
tinct bodies from the white organizations of the same order. 
Yes, they are made up of colored men and women and managed 
by them, for colored men and women, and yet there is no war 
between the white and colored lodges; neither do we see in pub
lic print, letters from them to the white lodges, telling them how 
poor and ignorant we are, and begging and pleading with the 
whites to send them “just a little’’money to carry on their 
lodge work. But what do we see ? Why, we see them laying 
their own plans, and shouldering the obligations, and carrying 
on their own work successfully everywhere.

Brethren, when are we going to cease begging and whin
ing at the white man's feet for help ? and when are we going to 
learn to be men and stand upon our feet, and show ourselves to 
be men and not babes ? May God, the God whom we trusted 
in darker times than these, hasten the day. Do you not know, 
that so long as we continue that policy, we can be nothing more 
than the wards and beneficiaries of the white man ? Do you not 
know that no ward or beneficiary is his own director, nor are 
his affairs under his own control, neither can he say how they 
shall be managed ? This is as true of corporations and organ
ized bodies, as of individuals. Oh ! brethren of the Colored 
Baptist denomination of the United States, when will the day 
come when we will take hold and wholly manage our own affairs ? 
Not by passing a long string of resolutions, but by going home 
from the meetings, and each one laboring with might and main 
to strengthen and build up those denominational enterprises we 
have already started, and when they are needed, lay plans for 
new ones. And above all things let us have patience, as well as 
perseverance, and don’t try to get to the place, and into 
the state and condition in a day, that it has taken others two 
hundred years to reach. Read Numbers xiii. 30.

My church sends greetings, with a hundred dollar (g 100.00) 
for Foreign Missions.

SOME MORAL TRIUMPHS OF LITERATURE.
BY JOSEPH J. FRANCE, M. D.

A paper read at the Second Annual Charity Concert of the Fri
day Night Club, given at the Ebenezer Baptist

Church, Portsmouth, Va., De
cember 31st, 1895.

In this paper I propose to recount a few notable instances in 
which literature has served the cause of public morality in a 
manner that deserves to be called a triumph. In order to a 
proper understanding of our subject, however, it is w’ell to have a 
correct idea of what is meant by literature. In the language of 
the late Sir Daniel Sandford :—“ Of science the paramount object 
is truth, of literature the object is beauty. The business of 
science is to instruct, of literature the functions are not duly dis
charged unless delight accompany instruction. Science seeks to 
convince the understanding ; literature to captivate the heart.’’ 
Thus it will be seen that when literature is spoken of, it is meant 
the written or printed productions of the human mind embody
ing thoughts which are inspiring or elevating—thoughts which 
are catholic, or of interest to man as man, and which are esthetic 
in tone and style.

The first of the instances in which literature obtained a sig
nal moral victory, of which I desire to speak, took place in 
France about one hundred years ago. The history of France 
about this period form sone of the most interesting chapters in the 
annals of history. Society in France was at that time divided 
into three classes—the clergy, the nobility, and the third estate, 
or the common people. By a system of grants and apportion
ments, which it would be unnecessary to explain here, one half 
of the soil of France was held by the nobility, while the church 
owned a little over one-sixth. From this the church alone 
derived an income of about three hundred and four million dol
lars annually, upon which it paid no regular taxes. The land 
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held by the nobility was heavily taxed, but this taxation fell only 
on the laborer and farmer, who, it was estimated, only received 
about one-twelfth of the fruit of his labors. To make it a little 
plainer : If a farmer earned one dollar a day, ninety two cents of 
this went for taxes to the landlord, and he only received about 
eight cents. Thus, if he made seven dollars a week, he paid to 
his landlord $6.42, leaving only fifty-eight cents upon which to 
support himself, his wife.and children. In addition to his taxes, 
the laborer was deprived of all the privileges of freedom. The 
laws were unequal: game of the most destructive kind was per
mitted to run at large through the fields, and yet the people were 
not allowed to shoot a hare or a deer upon their own grounds. 
Numerous laws were passed prohibiting hoeing and weeding, 
lest young partridges should be destroyed. The people were 
bound to repair the roads without compensation, to grind their 
corn at the landlord's mills, to bake their bread in his ovens, and 
carry their grapes to his winepress : all these in order that they 
might pay taxes. They had not the benefit of schools or of 
institutions, which would enable them to improve their minds. 
Such was the condition of the peasantry in France during the 
reign of Louis XV. But side by side with the wretchedness and 
misery of the masses of the people on the one hand were the 
excesses and luxury of the rich and the nobility on the other. 
To such an extent was the distinction between the classes car
ried, that the members of the nobility even wore different cos
tumes to distinguish them from the plebeians. Such was the 
extravagance in dress that it is estimated that a gentleman’s 
dress suit cost about $7,300 of our money. They drove in hand
some carriages, and led lives of idleness, debauchery, and self
indulgence, which their great wealth, derived from the labor of 
the poor, enabled them to do.

About this time, however, there arose a numerous .class of 
writers—Voltaire, Rousseau, De Alembert, Montesquieu, Did
erot, and many others, who directed attention to the then exist
ing evils of society. With matchless eloquence and irresistable 
wit they exposed the abuses and corruptions of the times. They 
pointed to the misery and degradation prevalent among the 

masses and showed that it was due to the oppression of the rich 
and the false system of taxation inaugurated and enforced by the 
government. Yet they clothed their thoughts in such beautiful 
language, and directed their attacks with such elegance of diction 
that they delighted where they caused the sharpest pang, and 
their works were sought after and eagerly read by the very ones 
against whom they directed their bitterest attacks. These phil
osophers told the poor, hard-working, starving man that his 
bread was being stolen from him, and they told him, further, 
who the thief was. The result was the revolution. The people 
rose in their might, and, with volcanic energy and the fury of a 
cyclone, overturned the old order of things. There was much 
that was done at this time that sound judgment condemns— 
much which was not in the interest of morality ; but it is univer
sally conceded that the general results attained by the French 
revolution were highly salutary not only to France, but to the 
whole of the civilized world. Listen to Victor Hugo's summary 
of these results. Speaking of the nineteenth century, he says, 
“ This age, the immediate issue of the French revolution, and its 
first-born, enfranchises the slave in America, uplifts the pariah in 
Asia, destroys the suttee in India, and extinguishes in Europe 
the last brands of the stake, civilizes Turkey, penetrates the 
Koran with the Gospel, dignifies woman, subordinates the right 
of the strongest to the right of the most just, suppresses pirates, 
* * * degrades and stigmatizes war, plucks out the fangs from 
tyrants. This age proclaims the sovereignity of the citizen, and 
the inviolability of life; it crowns the people and consecrates 
man." Victor Hugo attributes all these results to the French 
revolution—a movement inaugurated by the French philosophers 
and made possible through their writings.

The second example of a significant triumph of literature in 
the interest of morality is almost without a parallel in literary 
history, and illustrates very strikingly the tremendous and far- 
reaching power and influence for good qr evil which a book pos
sesses. Longfellow had said that men leave behind them “ foot
prints on the sands of time.” Truly they do, but they do vastly 
more. Often they make or mar the generations which follow, 
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and there is no telling how far down the vista of time their 
influence goes. An example of this I will now narrate.

More than two hundred years ago a Puritan divine wrote a 
book which he called “ The Bruised Reed." This book fell into 
the hands of Richard Baxter, who was led, through its reading, 
into peace and fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Baxter, 
who was an eminently pious man, the author of a deeply spiritual 
book, “ The Saint’s everlasting Rest,” also wrote another book, 
entitled, “ Call to the Unconverted," which, long after his death, 
found' its way into the hands of Philip Doddridge, and was 
instrumental in leading him to Christ. Philip Doddridge in turn 
wrote a book, “ Rise and Progress,” which was the means of 
leading William Wilberforce into faith in and decision for God. 
William Wilberforce also in the course of years wrote a book 
called “ Practical Christianity," and this book was made use of 
by the Lord to the conversion of Legh Richmond. Legh Rich
mond in turn became the author of" The Dairyman’s Daughter,” 
—a book which became the means of blessing to the soul of 
Thomas Chalmers, who became a clergyman, and whose minis
try was eminently successful in winning souls to Christ. Here 
we have a whole chain of men who were indebted for their spir
itual awakening and moral life to the ministry of literature ; and 
I might continue to multiply instances, but I wish to pause a 
little and dwell on Wilberforce. Soon after his decision for God, 
he cast about, as is generally the case with those who have 
recently found peace in believing, for some service to render to 
his newly found Savior and for humanity. After a while the 
conviction became settled that he could not consecrate his talents, 
wealth, and energies to a worthier cause than the reformation of 
manners and the abolition of the slave trade. Wilberforce was 
rich, having inherited a large fortune, and was therefore not 
under the necessity of working for his daily bread. He was also 
a member of Parliament, and held an influential position. Hence
forth and to the end of his life, he labored incessantly for this 
cause. In 1807, eighteen years after its first introduction in Par
liament, the bill for the abolition of the slave trade was passed, 
and it became law; and, in 1833, twenty-six years after the abol

ition of the slave trade, and about one week after the death of 
Wilberforce, slavery was abolished in the British dominions. 
Thus, through the instrumentality of literature a character was 
developed which was the means of achieving two of the noblest 
triumphs for humanity and morality—triumphs which redeemed 
color from the catalogue of crime, enabling the unfranchised 
slave to stand up in the face of the world and of the sun, and say : 
“ I myself also am a man."

The example of Great Britain in abolishing the slave trade 
and slavery was followed by the other slave-holding European 
States. But in the United States and other portions of the 
American Continent, slavery flourished with unabated vigor; and 
this circumstance brings us to our third notable instance of the 
triumph of literature in the interest of public morality and hu
manity.

Mrs. Harriet Elizabeth Stowe, of Puritan birth and training, 
in the course of travel with her busband, saw something of the 
woeful condition of the slaves in some of the slave-holding States 
in the Union. Animated by the deepest sentiments of humanity, 
and under the inspiration which the sight of suffering and human 
woe imparts to sensitive and refined natures, she wrote, as few 
have ever written, the story of the American Negro’s woe and 
sufferings. Her book was a revelation, and the simple recital of 
the Negro’s wrongs awoke such a wide-spread sympathy that 
the work attained a rapid and unparalleled success both at home 
and abroad. Within five years 500,000 copies of “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin ” had been sold in the United States. Within ten years 
there had been made from it two or three French versions and 
more than a dozen German ones. In rapid succession it was 
translated into Danish, Swedish, Portuguese, Spanish, Italian 
Welch, Russian, Polish, Hungarian, Wendish, Wallachian, 
Armenian, Arabic, Romaic, Chinese and Japanese: in all eigh
teen different languages. From the time of its publication in 
1852, until the overthrow of the Southern Confederacy in 1865, 
the American tourist abroad, whether travelling in the bleak and 
snowy regions of Siberia, or in sunny Italy, whether hobnobbing 
with the Dons in Spain, or receiving the hospitalities of the



Mongolians in conservative China, in Sweden or Arabia, every
where in the civilized world and even in semi-barbarous regions 
—I say, the American tourist travelling in these places carried 
with him the conviction that his foreign associates knew that his 
country harbored, in its most malignant and brutalizing form, 
that institution which John Wesley had characterized as “ the 
sum of all human villiany.” And this conviction was all the 
more poignant and distasteful because his countrymen had 
always boasted that America is the home of the brave and the 
land of the free.

We live too near the time of the great struggle, we share 
too much the prejudices and passions excited by it to be able to 
take a dispassionate view of all the factors and to estimate at 
their full value ^11 the forces which lend their influence in the 
overthrow of that Titanic institution. But it is not too much to 
say that the sentiment against slavery engendered by “ Uncle 
Tom's Cabin,” and the impetus it gave to the abolitionist move
ment, may fairly be claimed to be among the potent forces which 
led to the dissolution of that infamous institution. Thus, before 
Abraham Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclamation, which 
we celebrate to-morrow, Mrs. Stowe had given the death blow 
and sounded the knell of slavery, and it detracts nothing from 
his just fame and imperishable glory to say that Lincoln only 
completed the work begun by the author of “ Uncle Tom's 
Cabin.” And it is an eloquent tribute to the important part 
played by this work in the overthrow of slavery, that to this day, 
thirty years after the great struggle, its dramatic presentation is 
forbidden in many of the cities of the South.

These, briefly told, Mr. Regent, Ladies and Gentlemen, are 
a few of the notable triumphs which literature has achieved for 
public morality within our own century. And what is the moral 
of all this? It is that literature is a potent agency in moulding 
men s opinions, and that, allied to morality, it is a tremendous 
moral force in our social and political systems. Hence, one of 
its votaries has declared that “ the pen is mightier than the 
sword.” It is, that its cultivation is essential in the development 
of character as well as to a proper discharge of the duties of an 
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enlightened citizenship. For these reasons its neglect or relega
tion to a subordinate place in the education of any people or 
class of people is highly prejudicial to their highest and best 
interests, since no people emulous of great achievements and am
bitious of an equal place in the world with the rest of mankind 
can attain their objects independently of literature or literary 
writers. Hence the doctrine promulgated at certain quarters 
that the proper education of the Negro should be technical, and 
that industrial training should take precedence of his literary 
culture, is erroneous, and proceeds from a rather short-sighted 
view of the situation on the part of its advocates. The student 
of literature, however, of whatever race, or people, or color, will 
unite with the poet in this majestic eulogy of the subject:—

“ O blessed Letters I that combine in one
All ages past and make one live with all: 

By you we do confer with who are gone, 
And the dead—living unto council call I 

By you the unborn shall have communion 
Of what we feel and what doth us befall.”

Agents wanted 11! 
Good commission paid.
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A NEGRO BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY.

BY WM. H. PHILLIPS, D. D.,

Philadelphia, Pa.

In a recent issue of the Banner I notice you have taken ex
ceptions to the policy of the Publication Society in its persistent 
purpose to ignore their colored brethren in the matter of contri
butions, and contributors to their Sunday-school publications, and 
also your reference to the excellent make up of the Baptist 
Teacher for December, 1895, which is worthy of the great de
nomination that sends it forth to the reading public.

The spirit of your article I think is right and just—has the 
right ring. I agree with all you say, and yet I believe it is a 
waste of time and will be for some time to come.

I. The course pursued by our white Baptist brethren man
agers of the Publication Society toward their colored contingent 
is, without doubt, we believe, very unjust and humiliating. But 
the question is, as Boss Tweed, of New York, put it, “ What are 
you going to do about it ? ”

The managers of the Publication Society have, no doubt, 
what they regard as good and sufficient reasons for their course 
in denying us this right, which should be common to all the 
Baptist brotherhood without invidious distinction. But perhaps 
here are some of the difficulties that lie in their way.

1. It is a business transaction with them, a matter of dol
lars and cents, and the matter of justice and fair play is for the 
present (and a very long present at that) relegated to the rear, or 
consigned to the list of inexpediences. The Apostle Paul has 
taught us, that all things lawful are not expedient So if they 
accord to us this just and equal privilege, they will offend their 
pro-slavery brethren in the South, and thus lose their patronage 
and their friendship.

2. They can ignore and offend their colored brethren with 

impunity, at least they think so, if not saying it in so many 
words they act it out, which is much louder.

3. And as they must run the risk of offending and losing 
the co-operation, support and friendship of one or the other of 
these parties and must make a choice, they think, I suppose, 
of the two evils they will choose the lesser.

4. Or, they may think that by stroking the tiger’s back a 
little while longer they may be able to stop his growl; but un
fortunately for us, this animal having feasted on Negro blood so 
long, and having such a keen relish for it, will not down at 
the bidding of these gentle strokes, and thus the whole thing is 
held in abeyance.

5. To sum up: Now, so far as I am concerned and able to 
judge, I am willing to give these good brethren the benefit of 
their conclusions in this whole matter until the God of justice 
shall enable them to see the right. And I am willing to believe 
that, they believe they are doing the best they can for us under 
the circumstances. I am freely disposed to deal kindly with 
what seems to us to be moral cowardice on their part, because I 
do not believe it to be right down hatred and meanness toward 
us, but simply a catering and cringing to a hateful and unholy 
prejudice.

II. What are you going to do about it? Where is the 
remedy ? Or, have we any remedy ?

1. I am opposed to wasting our time and ammunition 
with fault-finding, for I do not see that we have anything to 
gain by this course alone, and here is the main point where I 
differed with Dr. Johnson in our recent discussion on the school 
question. The truth of the whole matter is, we, as colored Bap
tists, must turn up something, and until we do that, our loud talk 
will amount to but very little.

Now, dear brethren, come to the front. You who are lead
ers of the people, and offer us a remedy for the evils complained 
of. We do not need you to point them out any longer, they 
have been pointed out long enough. What we want now is a 
remedy. The patient is sick unto death, and we need the medi
cine.



28

2. How does this strike you ? Here is room for Dr. John
son, Dr. Love, and all the rest of us who would like to- have 
good jobs.

(1) I believe I am safe in saying that the colored Baptists 
of this country pay into the treasury of the American Baptist 
Publication Society not far short of £75,000 per year for their 
Sabbath-school periodicals.

(2) I move that at the next National Baptist Convention, 
we elect a competent, experienced (or so far as we can) and trust
worthy editorial staff, for a Sabbath Quarterly. Let this editor
ial staff be located at Nashville, Louisville, Richmond, Washing
ton, Baltimore, Augusta, Atlanta, Philadelphia, or any other 
good and^uitable place.

(3) Let this Board issue at once a prospectus to from 2,000 
3,000, 5,000 or more of our churches and Sunday-schools as to 
what this Quarterly will be, and the lowest and best figures at 
which the material and printing can be done.

(4) Appoint an active agent in every State, or so much 
territory as he can work, whofe business it will be to solicit sub
scriptions in every Sabbath-school he may be able to reach.

(5) Arrange so as to have this Quarterly come out 
promptly and on time, and I venture the assertion that if the 
matter is taken hold of in good earnest, that in less than one 
year, we will be able to turn the channel of many thousand of 
dollars and have this money flow into our own treasury, and 
then we will be able to have the cuts and articles of our own 
leaders, and to make such a display of Negro scholarship as will 
win for us the standing our merit and numerical strength de
serve. Beyond all question this is worthy of a trial and should 
be once.

(6;A successful attempt of this kind will give us more 
recognition, and in a shorter time than all the ranting we can 
get off in the next twenty years to come. Success in this will 
develop success in larger business and a variety of business.

(7) Expenses of the agent. This can be paid for by the 
churches and schools he visits. An after collection in any of 
our large churches and Sunday-schools will make ample provis-
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ion for this. When the pastors, superintendents, and teachers 
get thoroughly interested and worked up to this most worthy 
enterprise it will go without pushing.

I believe the time is both ripe and auspicious for just such a 
movement as this, and is worthy of our most earnest efforts and 
hearty sympathies. Speak out, brethren ! What are the signs 
of the times ?

“ There is a tide in the affairs of men 
If taken at the flood leads on to fortune. 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 
On such a full sea are we now afloat 
And we must take the current when it serve 
Or lose our ventures.”—Brutus.

—In “ Christian Banner,” Philadelphia, Pa.

n-

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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DANCING.

BY R. C. O. BENJAMIN, ESQ.,

Xenia, Ohio.
One of the most popular and fashionable diversions from 

Christianity is dancing, a no harm amusement. How often have 
I heard the question, " What harm is there in dancing?” ‘‘I 
read in the Bible of people dancing,” and the educated classes 
go as far as tc/say, that dancing has a well defined character in 
history extending over many centuries, possibly; but it is never
theless a great evil and is doing more to demoralize church and 
society than the Christian mothers, who are training their chil
dren for the ball room, have any idea. Yes, dancing is men
tioned in the Bible, so is the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
they are all represented as enemies against which it is necessary 
to be on our guard. Dancing is nowhere commanded in the 
Bible. Although engaged in by men and women of God at 
times under the old dispensation, it was never sought as a pleas
ure as now, but was one of the ways they praised God in the 
time of victory, and the sexes did not dance together as now. 
The New Testament tells of but one case of dancing, and that in 
purpose is more like the dancing nowadays than any dancing 
mentioned in the whole Bible. This dancing, which was en
gaged in by the daughter of one of the wicked women of the 
Roman Empire, resulted irt the death of John the Baptist. We 
hear of the dance first at the foot of Mount Sinai, where the 
Israelites danced together before the calf. Later we read that 
Joshua put an end to the lewd dances of this people, by which 
“ the sons of Noah had made Israel a sin.” Classic history is 
saturated with filth in connection with the putrid worship of 
false gods, conducted with dancing and licentiousness. Venus 
and Apollo were worshipped in the dance; so,t oo, was Bacchus, 
of whom Plato says, “ At his four feasts all Athens was drunk, 
and it was regarded as a sin for any man or woman to be found
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sober.” This form of dancing was introduced from Greece to 
Rome, but in the latter place for many years it was kept secret, 
lest public authorities would condemn it. Finally it was prac
ticed openly, but so great was its putrifaction that it was finally 
destroyed, both as a social and a religious institution. De
nounced alike by Christian and heathen, the dance died and was 
buried for a thousand years. For eighteen centuries it had been in 
existence, and during that time no scholar can find a word in its 
favor. In the fifteenth century it was resurrected in Paris in the 
form of the ballet, in which men only participated, and in the 
same city, the mother of the festering corruptions of the last four 
centuries, a few years later introduced the social dance. Thence 
this amusement has spread/throughout Christendom. But what 
is its effect upon societyr In the first place it tolerates freedom 
between the sexes, both immodest and often resulting perni
ciously. Hundreds of blasted characters can date the first step 
of their ruin to their first visit to^the ball-room. Dancing cre
ates a jealousy between man and wife, between lover and lover. 
It weakens a person morally. It creates or fosters a love for the 
fatal cup. It leads to expensive and gorgeous dress. It leads 
to the violation of the laws of health, among which is the great 
loss of sleep and too much exercise. It unfits the mind ’for 
reflection. It is of ill repute, because it is not confined to any 
particular class nor to any one degree of morals. It is an un
healthy exercise, because it exhausts instead of invigorates the 
vital powers. The heated ball-room, the intense excitement, the 
rush to the door for a cool breeze, the sudden exposure to chilly 
night air brings on languor, weariness, irritability of mind, injury 
to the whole physical organism, consumption, death. Dancing 
does not improve the mind, and no sane man ever made such a 
claim for it. Educated feet, not educated brains are wanted on 
floors of the ball-room. It requires no special intelligence or vir
tue to dance well, nor does it add to wealth or character. It 
does not even require skill; and this reminds me of the descrip
tion given of dancing by a ten year old boy. Little Alfred’s 
mother had sent him to the dancing school. He came home in 
high spirits. “ Well, Alfred," said his father, “ how did you like
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dancing ? Did you find it difficult ? ” “ Oh, no," answered the 
little fellow, " It’s easy enough. All you have to do is to keep 
turning round and wiping your feet.” Dancing is not even a 
genuine recreation, for a genuine recreation exhilerates, strength
ens and improves mind and body. Dancing does neither the 
one nor the other. No dancer wants it placed on his tomb-stone 
when he is dead that he was an expert dancer. No one dying 
ever sends for a dancing master to comfort him. No one dances 
in memory of a departed friend. I know that there are many 
dancing church members who claim that dancing is innocent. I 
assert that it is not innocent. It has not been regenerated, nor 
is it born from above. The Apostle Paul says, “ Do all things in 
the name&f the Lord.” Dancing is not done in the name of the 
Lord. Dancing is reveling, and Paul sayc those who do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom. Our Savior did not dance. 
The Apostles and early Christians did not dance. The ministers 
of the gospel cannot engage in dancing without detriment to the 
cause of Christ. No Christian can attend balls and live unspot
ted from the world. Dancing lessens the influence of the Chris
tian for good. When an unconverted person becomes convicted 
of sin, he does not send for a dancing church member to give 
him counsel. When the wicked man is dying does he call for 
the dancing church member to pray for him ? No 1 no I he 
feels that the religion that exerts so little influence over its pos
sessor is not the kind he wants. Urge an unbeliever to seek 
God through Christ, and nine times in ten he will defend his own 
position by allusion to those very professors of religion who per
haps believe they are doing the church a great service by show
ing that they cannot be suspected of “ narrowness and piety." 
Members of the church who give themselves to the dance, turn 
away from the best and purest examples of religion, and the 
noblest and holiest fellowship within their reach. They ally 
themselves with the prayerless. They throw themselves among

, influences most unfavorable to sober views of life, and the 
thorough and earnest performance of its great duties. Time that 
should be spent in work for God, is danced away, while the Sav
ior waits and eternal interests draw nearer and nearer. Jn the 

days of such men of God as Wycliffe, Tyndall, Cranmer, Bedloe, 
Ridley, and Luther, the great question with the Christian was, 
" How can I best serve my Master." Their effort was to imitate 
Christ in his humility, ip his meekness, in his habits of devotion, 
in his untiring zeal, in his unflinching fidelity in reproving sin, 
and in warning men to flee from it. But now, Christianity has 
become so common, that many of those who profess it are stren
uously trying to see how much they can be like the world and be 
saved, or, how near they can come to being lost and escape. I 
will not assail those church members who plead that the dance 
in the family circle is a harmless, innocent diversion, with all the 
vigor with which it is possible to attack them, but will those 
daughters, who take to this fascination in later years be able to 
discriminate between the home and the dance-hall, the brother 
for a partner, and the fast young man of society ? I urge em
phatically that the home dance does not detract from the danger 
of the dance of society, nor does it add force to the argument for 
the innocence and homeliness of the modern ball-room. We are 
admonished not to walk in the ways of the ungodly, but to 
“ Come out from among them and be separate.” This applies to 
the home circle as well as to the broader pales of Society. As 
Christianity has, by its influence through its organization, im 
proved the condition of the world, so through individuals in their 
social relations it has acted upon social life. If we look in the 
mirror of our social activities, we see reflected therein the results 
of our Christianity as it has operated on them. If Christian sen
timent has, by its adherents, been held high ; if its standards 
have been planted on the hill-tops ; if they have stood by its 
teachings; then in social life we have conditions of a high order. 
If, on the other hand, its adherents have given way to the influ
ences of the world ; if they have failed to assert Christian truth 
and combat sin, we find in social life conditions which gravitate 
to a low level. Our separation from the world must be so 
definite and distinct that those who come in touch with us in 
sociality may be influenced to a practical acceptance of Chris
tianity. Christianity seeks to reach the unconverted, and they 
must be reached by Christian influences, which influences are 
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lessened by worldly pleasures. We need a positivism in our 
Christianity which will assert itself. Which as a factor in giving 
shape to that sentiment which regulates society, will become the 
moving force by which it is wholly propelled. He who lives 
nearest to God in private, will be the most useful example in 
public. When the flame of righteousness glows most fervidly 
in our bosoms, it is most likely to kindle a similar flame in the 
hearts of those with whom we come in contact. “ Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may behold your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." We cannot 
let our light shine in the ball-room, nor by inaugurating dancing 
partUs in the family circle. Christians cannot engage in waltzes, 
quadrilles, mazurkas and jigs, without serious damage to the 
religion of Christ, and whatever is damaging to the religion of 
Christ is of the devil, and should not be indulged in by those 
professing Christ. We often hear of charity balls. Charity has 
no need for balls. There is nothing patriotic about dancing. 
Morality does not depend on it ; there is more to be learned by 
listening to a second rate lecturer, than can be learned by look
ing at a first class jig dancer. Sinners who attend balls in pref
erence to the prayer-meetings, ignore the claims of Christ. 
Christians who attend balls, dishonor God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost. In conclusion, let me say to 
those professing membership in the church, who plead for the 
dance; you may believe heaven and disbelieve hell; you may 
discourage the efforts of your pastor, and encourage the works 
of your dancing-master; you may shun the church and frequent 
the ball-room, but for all these things God will bring you into 
judgment. The same Blessed Savior who now sits on a throne 
of grace will one day sit on a throne of judgment, and men will 
see, there is such a thing as “the wrath of the Lamb.” The 
same lips which now say, " Come unto me," will one day say,
“ Depart ye cursed.”

BAPTIST STATISTICS.

The statistical report of Rev. A. W. Pegues, Ph. D., which 
should have been ready for the session of the National Baptist 
Convention at Atlanta, has been completed, and its salient points 
are now given to the public for the first time. A careful exam
ination of the report will give encouragement to those who are 
interested in the growth and development of the denomination in 
the United States, and there is the usual increase in all depart
ments of the work. The figures are as follows : State Associa
tions and Conventions, 18; State Sunday-school Conventions, 
14; State Womens’ Conventions, 13 ; District Associations, 443 ; 
Ordained Ministers, 12,883 J Ordained Ministers without charges, 
1,640; Number of Churches, 13,595; Baptisms during the ye-»r, 
88,275; Total membership, 1,687,526; gain over last year, 
37.900; money expended for education, $41,897; money ex
pended for missions, $35,320; money expended for miscellaneous 
purposes, $210,794 ; value of church property, $9,794,342 ; num
ber of Sunday-schools, 545,849 ; number of teachers and officers, 
44,144: number of scholars, 10485; number of schools and 
colleges, 55 ; schools controlled exclusively by colored Baptists, 
44; number of teachers, 273 ; number of students, 6,484 ; num
ber of ministerial students, 422 ; number of Periodicals, 32. 
In comparison with other denominations these figures show that 
the Baptists outnumber all other denominations among the col
ored people of this country, and that nearly one-fourth of our 
people are communicants of the Baptist Church. Prof. Pegues 
has been careful and painstaking in the gathering and compila
tion of these statistics and is confident that they are as accurate 
as it is possible to make such a report.—American Baptist.
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THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE COLORED 
BAPTISTS.

BY A. W. PEGUES, PH. D.,

Raleigh, N. C.

Address, delivered before the “ Interdenominational Congress," 
Atlanta Exposition, November 19, 1895.

•fMr. Chairman:—
I did not know before coming upon this platform that 

I was expected to represent all phases of our church work. I 
was requested by letter to speak on the Educational Institutions 
of Colored Baptists. I will say, however, that thirty years ago 
the Colored Baptists had a membership of less than 300,000; 
they had no schools and no organizations, such as associations, 
conventions, etc. To-day, they have 18 General State conven
tions, 14 State Sunday-school conventions, and 443 district asso
ciations. They have 12,883 ordained ministers ; 13-595 church 
organizations, with a membership of 1,680,000. During the last 
year 88,000 converts were baptized. The Colored Baptists also 
have church property valued at $9,794,342. Our churches 
raised last year for educational purposes $41,897, and for mission 
purposes $35,320. These figures furnish some evidence of the 
growth and progressiveness of the church.

But to the subject in hand : Our Educational Institutions. 
Along with other denominations, the Colored Baptists, by the 
assistance and encouragement of many friends in the South as 
well as in the North, have succeeded in establishing and main
taining many institutions of learning. While they have fallen 
short of what they might have done, yet the Colored Baptists 
can point with pride to some educational institutions which will 
ever stand as memorials of self-sacrifice and economy, as memor
ials of their faith in the midst of discouragments, in undertaking 
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great things for the elevation of their fellowmen. The trend of 
the Baptists as a- denomination is toward a higher and more lib
eral education for the rank and file as well as for the ministry. 
Education is one of the necessary conditions of Christian civili
zation and citizenship. God is the sum total of intelligence. 
The more intelligent man is, other things being equal, the more 
like God he is. Intellectuality is what primarily differentiates 
man, the higher, from the brute, the lower, creation. Man ought 
to be educated not because of any particular peculiar racial iden
tity or peculiar surroundings, but because he is a man. I use 
the word man generically. Every man is responsible not only 
for what he is, but for what it is possible for him to become; not 
only for what he does, but for what it is possible for him to do; 
not only for what he knows, but for what it is possible for him 
to know. Therefore, every man should embrace the opportunity 
of developing to the fullest extent every talent latent or active he 
may have.

Laboring under this conviction, the Colored Baptists of 
every Southern State have been earnestly struggling to establish 
schools where young men and women could be gathered and 
trained to become useful, honest, Christian citizens. How suc
cessful they have been, the number and efficiency of their schools 
amply attest. The early founding of our schools was of philan
thropic friends in the North. Schools followed close in the 
wake of the Northern Armies. Beginnings were made in the 
fall of 1865. In 1880 there were but twelve Baptist schools in 
the South now, there are fifty-five schools of all grades with an 
aggregate property valuation of $1,750,000. In these schools 
are employed 273 teachers. These teachers receive in salaries, 
annually, $ 110,000, of this amount the Colored Baptists them
selves contribute nearly $30,000, while the remainder, over $80,- 
000, comes through the American Baptist Home Mission Society 
of New York. Too much praise cannot be given to-that Society 
which in the last thirty years has spent more than $3,000,000 
among the Colored Baptists in the Southern States. But for 
that Society no one can tell how few schools we would have nor 
how well equipped those few would be. In these fifty-five 
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schools were gathered in 1894-5.6,500 students. These stu
dents came from families who represent a membership in the 
Baptist Church of more than 1,600,000. All of the larger 
schools have connected with them industrial departments.

From year to year, our school authorities are emphasizing 
more and more the importance of giving some kind of trade to 
the boys and girls who attend these schools. A man or woman 
who knows only letters, is only partially educated. For the 
next fifty years not more than ten per cent, of the Negroes will 
earn their living by purely professional pursuits. Up to the 
present the majority of the colored race have been consumers 
rather than producers. Labor, after all, is the source of all 
wealth. I mean by labor any human “ exertion which demands 
for itself something in exchange.” Our young people need to 
be taught to labor intelligently, skillfully ; they ought to know 
how to do something, how to bring something to pass. Any 
people who can labor and will labor, will ultimately be a rich 
people.

Of the fifty-five schools controlled by the Colored Baptists, 
nine rank as colleges, one as a University, having Theological, 
Law and Medical Departments ; one a purely Theological Sem
inary ; two are for girls only; the remaining forty-two are all 
secondary schools. As intimated above, many of these schools 
were established and are largely maintained by the Colored Bap
tists themselves, by frugal savings out of meagre earnings. As 
a ryle the institutions are not sectarian. No restriction is placed 
upon any creed, and no denominational influence is brought to 
bear upon students attending them. In some of them teachers 
other than those of the Baptist faith are employed.

Our schools have given considerable impetus to religious 
life of the denomination. The constant growth and the more 
catholic development of the Baptist Church can be traced 
directly to our various institutions. They have been the means 
of greatly raising the standard of the laity and the ministry alike. 
Although our ministry, as such, cannot be called educated ; yet, 
while it was once an exception to find one minister of fair educa
tion, it is now quite as exceptional to find one altogether illiter

ate. The majority of our congregations are no longer infatuated 
with empty sounds, they are having keen relish for the " why*  
and wherefors.” They are beginning to realize that Christianity 
is not a sentiment, but a living life; that our religion is what we 
are. All of which may be put to the credit of our schools.

The purpose of the schools is to adapt themselves, not alone 
to the necessities, but also to the capabilities of every young 
man and woman. The curricula of studies are flexible and so 
arranged as to fit the student the best possible for life’s work.

Thorough preparation is the keynote of one’s success what
ever his calling may be. Schools commit an irreparable mistake 
when they neglect the primary and necessary principles of edu
cation, in order that their students may get a smattering of the 
classics and other higher branches of learning.

We stand, however, for educating the colored race, not alone 
in the elementary branches, but also in the higher spheres as 
well. Higher education has never unfitted any one to perform 
his daily functions. Education at most simply draws out what 
is already in the man. Some claim that the educated Negro has 
a tendency to leave the drudgery, lower walks of life, to seek 
better and more lucrative employment elsewhere ; that he tends 
to shun common labor. But this is not peculiar to the Negro. 
The same inclination is found in the educated Frenchman, Ger
man and Englishman. Education undoubtedly does make the 
Negro or any other man more intensely conscious of his sur
roundings, and creates in him new aspirations and wants. If 
this were otherwise, education would be a failure. It is also true 
that a consciousness of want is the primary distinguishing differ
ence between the savage and the civilized man. The savage 
is a savage mainly because he has no wants. We believe that 
what is good for the useful and symmetrical development of any 
other race, is good also for the Negro. We do not claim that 
the colored man is any more talented than the white man. It 
will take just as much and as varied training to make the colored 
man a successful man, as it requires to make the white man suc
cessful. Give the colored boy a chance to go in whatever direc
tion his talent may lead. Encourage him when he digs in the 
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ground, whether he is trying to induce the earth to yield golden 
grain, or whether it be to solve the problem of some geological 
formation, or whether he is in search of Egyptian mummies. 
Permit him to study the stars, to reason with Plato and other 
philosophers of more modern times. If he so inclines, let him 
revel among the historic languages of the world.

He is seeking knowledge, and knowledge is power. The 
man of knowledge speaks with authority ; he commands ; he 
wields an incalculable influence in fashioning the sentiments and 
lives of men ; he is a lighthouse upon a coast; he leads to things 
higher, nobler, grander. Knowledge in great measure destroys 
race prejudice ; it helps the pessimist to become optimistic ; and 
converts selfishness and bigotry into altruism. The man of 
superior knowledge, regardless of race or creed, becomes a great 
central magnet. He draws, he controls, he moulds. It is not 
the purpose of the schools to force higher education, whether or 
no, on every body. History does not furnish an instance where 
the mass of the people were lifted to the highest plains of educa
tion. Such will not be true of the Negro. Evolution means not 
only certain perfection of material brought forth, but also a quan
tity of dross left behind. Only a small per cent, of the matter 
thrown into the crucible turns out to be gold. The laws of 
nature are as unchanging as they are eternal. There seem to be 
lines beyond which the masses do not go. The few shape the 
policies and principles of all nations and peoples. This makes 
it all the more necessary that this minority have the advantage 
of the highest possible training that they may direct and guide 
aright those they represent.

Some people, and even some of our friends, say the Negro 
don't need higher training. But, as a rule, if you notice, nearly 
all of these sentiments are expressed by men who are classically 
educated, who have spent all their lives in.reading and study, 
and who ought to be really learned by this time. The logical 
conclusion of their argument js, that the more ignorant a people 
are, the less learning is needed among them. It is just as con
sistent and logical to argue that the darker the room the less 
light is needed in it. They would use electric lights at noon

day and tallow candles at midnight. They would use a buzz 
saw to rip up a bean stalk and perform the same kind of work 
upon the giant oak of California with a hand saw.

Our institutions from the lowest to the highest must teach 
and are teaching, that education is not an end in itself, but only 
a means to an end. After all, the brick and stone artistically 
arranged in beautiful structures, do not make men and women. 
Our educational environments, favorable or unfavorable, may 
amount to a great deal. Yet success or failure depends upon 
what a people are in themselves. The energy, the will, the 
push must be inherent.

There is tremendous truth expressed in that principle of the 
“ survival of the fittest." But those, and only those, are fittest 
who make themselves such. Those, and only those, who, 
through earnest, energetic and unswervering efforts will and 
must necessarily succeed.

The acorn sprouts, grows into a great tree, blossoms and 
bears abundant fruit, not so much because of the moisture of the 
earth and the heat of the sun, as because it has the essential ele
ments of life and growth in itself. So it is with a people.

So that, after all, what we will be and do will not be as 
much because of our surroundings as because of what we are in 
ourselves. The man who most benefits the world is not the 
man who waits to take advantage of passing opportunities, but it 
is he who, in spite of his surroundings or opportunities, rises to a 
position where he brings about opportunities that will benefit 
other people.

The Baptist church is looking beyond its own walls, beyond 
its own following. Our institutions and what influence we have, 
are at the disposal and for the advancement and elevation of 
our fellowmen.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with every denomination, 
with every moral influence, to battle for the well being of hu
manity, to promote the welfare of the whole people, and to work 
for the general good of our common country.
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POETRY

WHERE SHALL I SPEND ETERNITY?

REV. CHAS. P. JONES,

Jackson, Miss.

Where shall I spend eternity ? 
This question oft recurs to me, 
This present life will soon be o’er, 
And I go hence to come no more. 
That bourne! that bourne! that awful bourne! 
From which no traveller shall return! 
Whether I choose its way or no, 
’Tis Heaven’s decree, and I must go.

Where shall I spend eternity ? 
In heaven or hell—where shall it be? 
Shall I with angel spirits soar 
Upon the golden heavenly shore ? 
Shall I with all the ransomed rise, 
Pluck fruits and flowers from Paradise ? 
And shall I with the blood-bought sing, 
Sweet peans to the heavenly King ?

Shall I, all clothed in spotless white, 
Forever bathe my soul in light, 
Where ne’er a soul shall quake with fear, 
Nor e'er shall fall a sorrowing tear? 
O shall I meet the Lord in peace, 
When life shall cease, when life shall cease ? 
Shall 1 his matchless glory see ?
O let it be! O let it be!

Where shall I spend eternity ? . 
Shall realms of woe my prison be ? 
Shall I be counted with the dross, 
That suffer loss, eternal loss ? 
Shall I among the prisoners groan, 
Without a hope, fore’er undone, 
Out from the heavenly joys to be 
Shut with the damned eternally ?

O shall I see my mother stand
(n rapturous bliss at God**  right hand, 
While I condemned by sin must go 
To shades of everlasting woe ?
Shall I behold my friends all fly

' To dwell fore’er with God on high, 
When I am sunk by His just frown 
With demons down, with demons down ?

Chorus.—O let me work, and watch, and pray, 
In faith to meet that dreadful day; 
O let me hear the Blessed Son 
Say unto me, “ Well done! well done! ”

TO THE MEMORY OF HON. FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

MISS OLIVIA B. BUSH,

Providence, R. I.

We would render fitting tribute, 
We would add to thy great fame,

We would crown thee with due honor, 
And immortalize thy name.

Till life’s evening closed around thee, 
Thou wast suffered to remain,

Then from out the “ land of spirits,” 
Silently the summons came.

In the greatness of thy manhood 
We can see thee, even now,

Stamped upon our hearts, thy image, 
Silvered hair and noble brow.

” Grand old Statesman,” thou wast loyal 
To thy country and her laws,

Ne'er withholding, ever lending 
True devotion to her cause.

Orator of noblest order,
Thine the power to declare, 

Thrilling theme, in tones portraying
Eloquence divinely rare.

Once in pleading for thy people, 
Who had suffered grievous wrong,

Words like these, intense with feeling, 
Fell upon the listening throng,—
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*' Judge us not, O favored races,
From the heights we have attained, 

Rather measure our progression,
By the depths from whence we came.”

Telling words, ”0 Great Defender,”
Of a cause so dear to thee,

Not alone thy love revealing, 
But thy heart's deep loyalty.

Broad and liberal was thy judgment,
One aim thine, equality,

Caring naught for creed or color
Man was man alike to thee.

If beyond this mortal striving, 
Man may reach a higher plane, 

Thou hast seen Life’s aim completed, 
And to greater heights attained.

TRUTH’S HISSiON.
UY CHAS. ALEXANDER, 

Philadelphia, Pa.
I love thee, Truth, thou searchlight cf our age; 
For thou know'st not the simpleton nor sage. 
Thou know’st no creed, nor heed not time or place; 
Thou gem, who gives to each good heart its grace. 
Goodness and virtue love the name of Truth, 
Thy vigor gives to each kind heart its youth; 
Flaming with clear redeeming light, it shines, 
And adds beauty to the true poet’s lines.
Errors cf every kind must fade away,
When Truth is come with her most glor’us day, 
And all the sins for which the human race 
Need hide with dark and heavy veil, its face, 
Will sink into the depth of grim despair;
And then deploring men with vision fair, 
Will stand upright and do the right and best, 
And then will all this busy world be Blest.
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COMPANY

We have not

L z.-s-

BAPTIST MAGAZINE
Since our last-Convention, we have decided to organize a 

publishing company to take care of the Baptist Magazine^ 
Accordlngiy.we^sentcirculars tothebrethren, setting forth our 
purpose, and have been agreeably surprised at the prompt finan
cial support given us. Evidently Negro Baptists mean business. 
We have all along felt that in the publication of the Magazine, the 
denomination is on trial (the eyes of other denominations and 
the world being upon us), and we have sought to make it in 
point of workmanship and literary force, second to none. The 
reading world knows how well we have succeeded. Our sub
scribers are found in every state and territory, the Dominion of 
Canada, Scotland, Liberia and West Indies. The enterprise has 
grown so fast, it was found impossible to manage it alone, so we 
are now securing some of our best brain to add to our editorial 
staff and business department, and thus divide both labor and 
honor. We have placed the stock at a very low price ($5.00 per 
share), payable in monthly installments. If a man has any 
interest in the denomination, he ought to be willing to show it 
by taking a few shares, especially when he becomes a free sub
scriber for every dollar invested and is entitled to an annual 
dividend. We have not yet organized because we want the 
brethren to-become stockholders, and no person but a stock-

Lydden Green
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DR. LUKE’S DEATH.

In the death of Dr. L. M. Luke, secretary of the Foreign 
Mission work, Negro Baptists have sustained a great loss. Dr. 
Luke was enthusiastic in his work. He believed in his soul, 
that Africa’s redemption is to be effected through the American 
Negro. He was anxious to organize over a million baptized 
believers, to do an effective missionary work. He literally 
worked himself to death and many of our brethren stood silently 
by and witnessed the shortening of his life. He is no more 
among the living.

"His errand hath been well and early done " 
And early hath he gone to his reward.
He shall come no more forth, but to his sleep 
Hath silently lain down, and so shall rest."

Dr. Luke was an able minister of Christ, powerful in the 
delivery of his Master's message, and eloquently earnest in his 
enthusiasm for the redemption of Africa. In the work he accom
plished he leaves a monument more lasting than bronze or 1'ar 
isian marble. His memory is forever enshrined in the best 
affections of all whoever met him, Heaven gains, and earth 
loses.

He hath gone to Abraham's bosom 
He shall no more thirst nor hunger.

But forever in the eye, holy and meek, of Jesus,
He may look, unchided, and untempted, and unstained.

3m
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A NEW DISTRICT SECRETARY —REW S. .N. VASS, A. M.

Again the A. B. P. Society has recognized the ability and 
scholarship of Negro Baptists, in the appointment of the scholarly 
and eloquent Rev. S. N. Vass, A. M., as District Secretary. 
Prof Vass is in every way qualified to bring the largest measure 
of success to this work. He is not only a strong preacher and 
platform speaker, but an effective organizer. He knows how not 
only to win but hold men—and this is saying much in his favor. 
An old educator, he must be in full sympathy with our educa
tional enterprises ; a product of Home Mission Schools, he must 
be loyal not only to the A. B. P. Society, but to the A. B. H. M. 
Society as well. The Magazine knows of no man better qual
ified, mentally, morally, spiritually, intellectually, for this high 
and responsible position than Rev. S. N. Vass. The entire 
denomination, irrespective of geographical limitations, will en
dorse him and steadily co-operate with him in his work. We 
again congratulate the Society on its splendid choice.
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THE A. B. P. SOCIETY BURNED
On Sunday morning, February 2nd, the great American 

Baptist Publication Society Building, located on Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., was destroyed by fire. The damage amounted 
to about ($500,000) five hundred thousand dollars to the Society 
to say nothing of the loss to the Baptist Historical and Home 
Mission Societies, B. Y. P. U. and the beloved Dr. H. L. Way
land’s library. The loss to this noble Society will awaken the 
sympathy of all peoples the world over. Its literature is read 
wherever the English speaking people are found. Its push and 
enterprise has made it one of the most successful business houses 
in the word. It has done everything in the development of Bap
tists in this country. It has placed us in the parliament of 
(Christian literature, along side of other denominations, who have 
“ increased knowledge in the earth.” The managing editor was 
in the city at the time and will never forget how his heart was 
touched as the lurid flames licked the sky and the black clouds 
of smoke curled heavenward, holding the Fire Department in 
derision and laughing all its efforts to control its fury, to scorn. 
It is a magnificent tribute to the business management of the 
Society, that it was able, before the sun went down that day, to 
assure Baptists everywhere, that this great calamity would not 
stop the steady flow of its literary current; that it would at 
once " arise and build ” upon this old historic spot, and that 
everything would be done to increase its usefulness in the future. 
No matter what may have been written or spoken in these latter 
days, by Negro Baptists, in criticism of its methods, no class of 
people can be more saddened by this calamity than they. We 
do not believe there lives a decent and respectable Negro Bap
tist, who loves God and the truth, but loves deep in his soul this 
grand society. The Baptist Magazine knows the brethren all 
over this country. We know their aspirations ; their honesty of 
motive, as well as their short-comings, and are satisfied that 
wherever the news of this conflagration is heard, genuine sorrow 
will follow. May a wise Providence bring to American Baptists 
a rich blessing from what now seems to be a dreadful catas
trophe.

HARTFORD AND BOSTON’S SHAME.
At Hartford, Conn., a company of students from Hampton 

Institute, of Virginia, three young women, three young men and 
an Indian, who by invitation were visiting the city to sing at one 
of the large cultured and wealthy Congregational Churches 

was refused admittance to its hotels and boarding houses because 
of the color of their skin. All this at Hartford, Conn., not 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, South Carolina, nor 1 exas, but 
Hartford, under the shadow of one of the greatest educational 
institutions in America ;—Hartford, in the New England States, 
the champion of civil liberty, the home of such immortal wor
thies as Phillips, Garrison, and Sumner: caste-prejudice and 
woeful ignorance, shut the doors of public houses in the faces 
of gentlemen and ladies of education, character, and extraordinary 
gifts, simply because they are members of a once enslaved peo
ple. In the great city of Boston, Mass., the Athens of America, 
the hot-bed of anti-slavery agitation : Bishop B. W. Arnett, sen
ior Bishop of the A. M. E. Church, the cultured church man, 
the Christian gentleman, who has had honors repeatedly heaped 
upon him in state as well as church by both races and all de
nominations, because of his great worth and work,—this man of 
God is refused admittance to three hotels, because of the color of 
his skin, and this under the shadow of Crispus Attuck’s monu
ment upon Boston’s historic common: prescribed by the de
scendants of the Puritans, who, forgetting all the glorious history 
that clusters around the place, drag the fair name and fame of 
New England down and trample every principle of justice under 
their feet. These are steps backward. They are spots on our 
feasts of charity. They are a sad commentary upon the American 
idea of justice and equality, and indicate in the most emphatic 
manner that in the North, the section whose loud mouth profes
sions of love for the Negro, and whose pharisaical protests 
against Southern mob violence and senseless proscription, there 
still creeps the venomous reptile—caste, whose bite is more 
deadly than a serpent.

OUR FOREIGN MISSION WORK.

For nearly seventeen years, Negro Baptists have been doing 
African Mission Work. Many missionaries have been appointed, 
mission stations established, the gospel of Christ faithfully 
preached, and hundreds of heathen converted to Christianity. 
The record of seventeen years of missionary effort does not 
reflect as much credit upon Negro Baptists as it should. All 
concede this. It has, however, had a reactionary influence that 
most of us seem to lose sight o£ It has opened the eyes of the 
brethren to the need of intelligent methods, systematic giving 
and self-sacrificing efforts among us on the one hand, and the 
real earnestness and pure zeal, that lies dormant among our 
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members, only awaiting a voice to call it into action on the other. 
We see our denominational needs more plainly to-day than ever 
in our history. The conduct of our African Mission Work has 
helped to bring us to this point. We are better prepared to day 
to do an effective work than we were a decade ago. Our 
churches, associations and conventions are more fully in sympa
thy with our National Convention and may be used more effect
ively to push this branch of our work. That mistakes have 
been made in the past must be admitted. But all great mission
ary and educational organizations have passed along the same 
way. It does no good to say, “ hands off until we see a great 
organization, with its hundreds of missionaries and well filled 
treasury.” We are the people to bring about this result. The 
African Mission Work is ours. We cannot shift the responsibil
ity of doing it. The eyes of the world are upon us. With it we 
rise or fall. We talk of great numbers, and churches, able 
preachers and successful pastors, but all this only increases our 
responsibility and makes our failure the more inexcusable. 
Now, since we have reorganized our work, let every state fall in 
line, let bickering and hair-splitting cease, let every pastor wheel 
his membership in line and every state convention, association, 
Sunday-school convention, in fact all our organizations, work, 
and pray, and give, until the sable African shall lift his hands to 
a bleeding Jesus. Let the women of our churches be unfettered 
so they may bring their “ tithes into the store house,” and the 
children of our Sunday-schools be taught that “ Africa’s redemp
tion must be effected through the American Negro.” It is time 
our pastors and churches learned to make the annual contribu
tions, to the Board itself, not waiting for the Secretary to appear 
and make an appeal. Any other system will continually keep 
our funds at low water mark, since it is impossible for one man 
to spread himself all over this country. We congratulate the 
Board on what it has already accomplished, and in common 
with the brethren everywhere shall expect " much land to be 
possessed ” this year. For this we shall “ work, pray and give ”

BAPTIST CHURCH POLITY.
The Baptist Church is the Church of the New Testament 

Its constitution is as old as Christianity. Its model is divine’ 
and therefore admits of no additions or diminutions by men. It 
is not legislative, but executive in the exercise of its functions 
and therefore has no authority to establish any form of govern
ment outside of and above the individual churches. Its polity is 
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the strongest on earth. It has outlived kingdoms, empires and 
republics. Other ecclesiastical forms have sought to supplement 
it; their strength, efficiency and beauty have been lauded to the 
heavens, by those willing to subscribe to man-made forms; but 
it lives on, unimpaired by age, unsullied by worldly contact, 
“ unhurt amid the wreck of matter and the crush of worlds.” 
We have no sympathy, and less patience, with that class of our 
brethren, who find it so convenient, by their unstinted praise of 
other forms of church government, to disparage their own. We 
have no apology to make for the polity of Baptist Churches. It 
needs none. Being divine it is as secure, as omnipotence can 
make it. But it is the most unpardonable inconsistency for 
brethren to retain their connection with a Baptist Church and 
teach the people that its polity is weak and ineffective. What
ever apparent imperfection there may be, it is not in the thing 
itself but in the use made of it, by just such men, who have no 
faith in its divinity, nor who do not bring sufficient intelligence 
to bear upon its successful operations. We do not need to ape 
others in order to make a show or exert political power. Bap
tists have alway stood for something distinct from all the world. 
They have stamped their individuality upon every country and 
community, where they have been found ; they have taught the 
world its greatest lessons of religious liberty, and as long as the 
American Republic shall stand, the influence of Baptist Church 
doctrine and polity will remain as a monument to those who 
“ earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints."

THE B. Y. P. U. AND THE NEGRO DELEGATE.
In the January issue, 1896, the following letter and editorial 

comments occurred :
THE B. Y. P. U. AND NEGRO BAPTISTS.

Last April we addressed the General Secretary of the Bap
tist Young Peoples’ Union of America, a communication asking 
for the status of representation of local unions connected with 
the colored churches throughout the country, and expressing bur 
intention of being present at Toronto, with the representatives of 
the denomination. In reply, we received the following:

Chicago, III., May j, '94.
Rev. Bishop Johnson, D. D., Washington, D. C.,

Dear Brother :—As to the representation of the colored 
young people in the Toronto Convention, I would say that the 
Convention has never been asked to pass upon the subject offi-
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daily as to the representation from Colored Young Peoples’ So
cieties, but it seems to me that according to the principle of our 
constitution, that young people should be enlisted to co operate 
through existing denominational organizations, that the Union 
cannot consistently undertake to solicit the co-operation in offi
cial character, of the Colored Young People’s Societies, for the 
simple reason that every Colored Young People's Society should 
co-operate closely with its own church, and the colored churches 
are organized into their own associations, in many instances 
into their own State Conventions, and in the South have even 
affiliations larger than state boundaries. The young people of 
the colored churches should be enlisted to co-operate with all 
these great enterprises which lie upon the hearts of the colored 
Ifrethren. You will note, therefore, that the distinction made is 
not one of prejudice as to color, but in acknowledgement of 
existing division of labor and organization of the colored people 
as such. It would be perfectly in order for you and others rep
resenting the colored people to come as visitors and secure what
ever inspiration there may be in attendance at the Toronto 
Convention. Hoping that I make myself clearly understood,

Yours sincerely,
F. L. Wilkins.

We simply desired to know whether the representatives of a 
million and a half of Negro Baptists, and the members of over 
13,000 regular Baptist churches would be voiceless in the midst 
of the most dignified and potential organization of Baptist young 
people on this continent. Whether our own would treat us with 
less Christian courtesy than the non-denominational Christian 
Endeavor, who treats us as a man and a brother. We had in 
public addresses and from our own pulpit questioned the wisdom 
of encouraging these non-denominational organizations in our 
churches, because we could better indoctrinate our Baptist 
young people through the agency of the B. Y. P. U., not because 
we are illiberal in religious views, or fearful of contact with those 
holding different denominational principles, but in recognition of 
the fact that our first duty is to develop in our young people 
strong Baptist character. Negro Baptists have the answer, preg
nant with proscription, and resorting in well chosen words to the 
attempt through nice technicalities to relegate us to a quiet place 
in the meeting, where we may gain some inspiration. We are 
invited to co-operate through existing denominational organiza
tions. This we could do before, but we desired a broader co
operation with the members of our denominational family. We 
had read the announcement in their literature, viz: “A Fraternal 

Union for Young People’s Organizations in the Baptist Churches 
of North America.” Are not our churches Baptist ? Are not 
we loyally contending for Baptist principles and in harmony 
with Baptist practices ? Do not the great Missionary and Edu
cational organizations of our denomination regard us as such ? 
Why should we be invited to attend such a national gathering of 
the family as a mere looker on, “ in Venice ? ” Why give the 
privilege of picking up the crumbs which fall from this annual 
spread of our white brethren ? Why drive us to non-denomina- 1 
tional organizations ? Will some one in the_ name of Christian 
courtesy and denominational respectability, arise and give us the 
needed information ? We do not wish to be understood as beg
ging for fraternal recognition, but as simply contending for the 
principle of denominational affiliation, which has been gener
ously conceded by those outside our household. We hope 
every denominational paper in this country will speak out on this 
question, and let our white brethren know that our intelligence 
and fidelity to Baptist principles have been seriously questioned. 
Considerable discussion arose throughout the country, among 
both white and colored Baptists, and we thought it necessary to 
pursue the matter farther with a view of settling definitely the 
status of the Negro delegate. The following editorial in our 
last issue and the accompanying correspondence will explain 
itself.

THE B. Y. P. U. AND THE NEGRO.

In July.it was our privilege to attend the Baltimore conven
tion of the Baptist Young People’s Union and have a conference, 
in company with other brethren, with Secretary Wilkins upon 
the status of Negro delegates. We had been informed that the 
Negro was not wanted. Our local union elected us a delegate 
and armed with credentials, we appeared at the meeting where 
every privilege was accorded us, that was granted to others. 
Secretary Wilkins expressed great interest in the work being 
done by Negro Baptists, and urged the brethren to send more 
delegates to each annual meeting; assuring us that we should 
have a place both on the program and upon the committees. 
He declared it the policy of the B. Y. P. U., not to recognize any 
set of delegates by their nationality, but to admit all upon the 
broad principle of being connected with Baptist Churches and 
affiliating with local unions under the name of The Baptist 
Young People’s Union of America.

4
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Chicago, III., Aw. zz, 1895.
Rev. Walter H. Brooks, Pastor 19th St. Baptist Church, Washing

ton, D. C.
Dear Doctor Brooks :—I beg you to excuse my apparent 

neglect in not having sooner answered your letter of the 29th of 
July last. The neglect has been apparent and not real.

I have carefully read over several times the letter and the 
clippings which you enclosed. One of the reasons I have not 
sooner answered, was that I wished to have the matters which

i

your letter discussed, finally and authoritatively settled by the 
Executve Committee of our B. Y. P. U. A.

Though the circumstances which you detail undoubtedly fur
nish some justification, yet, it seems to me, that your letter 
reveals more personal feeling in the matter than is creditable in 
the discussion of a great question.

I note the statement on the first page of your letter, that
you made the statement at Boston in the presence of 10,000
Baptists, “ that the B. Y. P. U. A. does not accept the Negro Bap
tist ‘ on the same terms ’ that it accepts other people of Baptist 
principles.” On behalf of the management of the B. Y. P. U. A., 
I must insist that your are in error, and I assume that you will 
be glad to find that you have been.

In June of this year, Rev. Mr. Ward, of North Lynne, Ct., 
wrote Dr. Wilkins in relation to the question of colored delegates 
to the Baltimore Convention, and Dr. Wilkins replied, under 
date of June 25, 1895, as follows :

" Chicago, June 25, 1895.
Rev. J. G. Ward, North Lynne, Conn.

Dear Brother :—Excuse delay in answering yours of May 
10. It arrived during my absence in the east and comes to light 
in an accumulation of mail, which has waited my inspection.

There is no action either of the executive committee or the 
B. Y. P. U. A. in convention assembled establishing any definite 
precedent for treatment oi delegates of the colored churches as 
such. The constitution simply says,‘ Young Peoples’ Societies 
of Baptist churches,’ no distinction being made as to nationality. 
Unless the convention sees fit to give instructions to the contrary 
the committe on credentials at Baltimore will examine the 
same without any distinction as to the colored class whatever.

Yours sincerely,
F. L. Wilkins.”
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Whatever you may think of Dr. Wilkins’ unofficial letter to 
Dr. Johnson, it is not true in point of fact that the B. Y. P. U. A. 
has ever, in any manner, drawn the color line, and we deeply 
regret that such an impression should have gained any credence 
whatever. *

On the 14th of last month, the subject was discussed at the 
regular monthly meeting of our Executive Committee. Every 
one of the nine members of the Executive Committee were pres
ent, as were, also, Rev. Dr. W. L. Wright of Richmond, Va.; 
Frank Harvey Field. Esq, of New York, and Rev. Chas. A. 
Reese of Minneapolis, Chairmen, respectively, of the Depart
mental Committees of the B. Y. P. U. A., having headquarters at 
the cities from which they respectively came.

After a thorough discussion of the matter, participated in by 
every one of the gentlemen present, we re-affirmed the broad 
principle which is stated in Article I, of our By-Laws, to the 
effect that the membtership of this Union shall consist of dele
gates from the young peoples’ societies in Baptist Churches, and 
from Baptist Churches having no young peoples’ organizations, 
without limitation or restriction, and without any reference to race, 
nationality or colors,—and this was done by the affirmative vote 
of every one of the persons mentioned.

Replying to that part of your letter which complains that 
your race were not represented as they should have been on the 
program at Baltimore, I beg to say that it is our deliberate pur
pose in preparing the program for future conventions, to secure 
the best men obtainable to present the various topics which are 
to be discussed, and that, too, without any reference to race, 
nationality or color.

We expect to have upon that program, and participating in 
the Convention, Swedes, Colored People, Germans, and others,— 
not because they are Swedes, Colored People, and Germans, but 
because they are Christians, and well qualified to speak upon the 
topics assigned to them.

It should be remembered, also, that this country is large, 
and that our denomination contains many very strong men, and 
that it is physically impossible to keep a convention together 
long enough to hear all the able men in our denomination, and 
it should, therefore, be accepted as a matter of course, that many 
from whom we would be glad to hear, cannot be assigned a place 
upon the program.

Believe me, the Executive Committee are in good faith en
deavoring to carry into effect the broad declaration of principles 
of federation of our B. Y. P. U. A., and we hope to see the day
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when there shall be affiliated with us, all the young peoples' 
societies of whatever name, with membership of whatever race or 
color, in Baptist Churches throughout the entire United States 
and Canada.

As requested, I return the newspaper clippings herewith, 
and I beg to express the hope that this letter may be the means 
of bringing us closer together, and that your plans and ours may 
both be guided by Divine Wisdom.

Sincerely yours,
Jesse A. Baldwin,

Chairman Executive Committee.
This practically settles the matter and we hope the brethren 

all over this country will fall in line and prepare for a large rep
resentation at the July meetings, which occur at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Dr. Wilkins has given the Magazine every assur
ance, in private letters, that all privileges shall be ours. It is 
hoped Baptist exchanges may notice this matter.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.
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BIOGRAPHICAL.

REV. S. N. VASS, A. M.,

District Secretary of American Baptist Publication Society over 
Fourteen States.

This gentleman at the age of twenty-nine has been honored 
with one of the highest offices in the gift of the Baptist denomina
tion, and enjoys the fullest confidence of the great society that 
he represents, and is in charge of the work among colored 
people.

Samuel Nathaniel Vass, his mother’s name Annie Victoria 
Vass—Mitchell, was born in-the city of Raleigh, N. C., in May, 
1866.

As a Child,
he was obedient and early learned to love the Lord, and was a 
faithful Sunday-school scholar. He attended school at a very 
young age, and when ten years old was sent to St. Augustine’s 
College in his native city as a boarding pupil, where he entered 
the lower classes.

As a Student,
he made rapid progress and took the lead in his classes, and his 
recitations were characterized by thoroughness and keen insight 
into technicalities. Although he was very poor and had to teach 
school during vacation and also the winter session, yet he never 
fell behind his classes, but in many cases outstripped them, 
though out of school, and was promoted above his fellows upon 
his return to school. Graduating here he entered Shaw Univer
sity, also in Raleigh, where he received the degree of A. B., and 
three years later was honored with A. M.

His Public Career

began at the age of fourteen where he first taught school in the 
country, and after engaging in his work in towns -and cities in 
order, at the age of eighteen he was appointed a teacher at Shaw 
in normal studies. Soon he became professor of Latin and later 
of Greek also, and finally he was made Dean of the College De
partment.
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As an Educator,
he has made a lasting reputation in his native state as well as 
beyond. Dr. McVicar, Superintendent of Home Mission schools, 
himself one of the most scholarly and experienced educators in 
this country, places a very high estimate upon the educational 
work of Rev. Vass, and he even pronounced him one of the best 
teachers of Latin that he ever met North or South. He was 
also active and popular in institute work throughout North Car
olina, and wherever he went he was always sought for the sec
ond time.

So well did he succeed as an educator that it was a great 
surprise to his friends where he left that work.

His Distinctively Christian Career
began at his conversion, sixteen years of age. His mother being 
unable to support him at a Baptist school, he was sent at small 
expense to’n Episcopal college. He was influenced at ten years 
of age to connect himself with that church.

It was intended that he should be an Episcopal priest, but 
Thomas Morrison, a country-man of little education, but a fer
vent Christian, entered school in 1882, and from that very mo
ment took remarkable interest in the young Vass, told him of 
the mistake he was making, prayed night and day for him, even 
neglecting his studies, furnished him with tracts from the Baptist 
Publication Society—to make a long matter short, Vass was 
converted and became a Baptist, and deems it a great privilege 
to work for that society whose literature furnished the light.

He was scorned by his former friends and laughed at, but 
he was decided. He early, quite a boy, felt that he was not his 
own, but was to be a servant of God.

As a Minister,
he was licensed at eighteen and ordained at twenty-one. Since 
that time he has preached many hundred sermons, among them 
the commencement sermon at Shaw, pronounced by the presi
dent the best up to that time. He has received several calls to 
churches, and has been a pastor where he met with the same 
success. He has been closely identified with every department of 
church work. In Home Missions
he has had much experience, having for several years labored a 
But of the year, as missionary in North Carolina under the 

onie Mission Society.
, In Foreign Missions

he has been quite active also, having for good reasons taken the 
lead in drawing his native state away from a Foreign Mission 
Convention to do distinctively state work. The society thus 

organized supported its own missionary in Afrca. When, in 
1892, objections to our national work were rumored, he was suc
cessful in bringing North Carolina again into line, and to-day the 
missionary of the Foreign Mission Convention in Africa is the 
Rev. J. O. Hayes, who was formerly supported by North Caro
lina alone. Rev. Vass is now a member of the Foreign Mission 
Board of the United States, and one of the secretaries of the con
vention.

In Sunday-school Work
Rev. Vass has always been quite active, but since his appoint
ment as missionary in Virginia, he has done great good for the 
work at large, by institutes. In this line of work he had a great 
advantage by reasons of his educational experience and Sunday- 
school work in Virginia. This is the great work of his life. He 
has always regarded his work as an educator as preparatory 
only. He has a great desire to benefit the masses, and he thinks 
the Sunday-school and the church to. be the best means to that 
end. In 1893 Rev. Vass was invited to speak before our Northern 
Anniversary meetings at Saratoga, N. ¥., and “ The Examiner ” 
made flattering mention of him and his address.

As a Lover of His Race
Rev. Vass early distinguishad himself. When once a colored 
man was lynched near his home, but was afterward found in the 
neighborhood near death, Vass secured the adoption of such 
strong action by a great representative mass meeting of Negroes 
in Raleigh, that the Governor did not see fit to ignore this man
ifestation, and at once sent out some who rescued the poor man 
and sought to punish his enemies.

In this matter Rev. Vass assumed great risk of life, indeed, 
and he did not think it best to sleep at home, as open threats 
were made of lynching him for his boldness.

As a Citizen
Rev. Vass is an example of what a man can do at his own home. 
Being uniformly successful he tried it among a strange people 
with the same results. At nineteen Rev. Vass married Mary 
Eliza Haywood, niece to Anna J. Cooper, of Washington, one 
of the greatest educators of the race, and they have been blessed 
with six children, three of whom are in heaven.

He has been residing in Richmond for the past three years, 
but will shortly move to Atlanta, Ga., where the Publication So
ciety has fitted him an office in its building so as to be near the 
center of his field,but he will attend the State meetings in Virginia. 
He is more or less widely known throughout the whole South, but 
nowhere is he more highly esteemed man in Virginia.
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ANDREW J. STEVENS, Sr.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

In

Andrew J. Stevens, Sr., the prince of caterers, Philadelphia, 
Pa., is one of the most successful Afro-American business men 
in the United States. In his line of business, as a caterer, he has 
no superior, if any equals. In fact so large is his trade that he 
has customers in every large city in the country and has often 
shipped goods abroad prepared to serve upon the arrival of the 
steamer. As a man he is genial, jovial and affable, with a keen 
sense of hunter and a ready command of wit. He is easy of 
approach ana to those who are worthy of his assistance he is 
always ready to succor.

For many years Mr. Stevens has taken a prominent interest 
in public affairs, especially in his own ward, where he is regarded 
as the leader of his race, and is the first man consulted by “ the 
powers that be ” when questions affecting the race are to be 
decided. To him more than any one man do the colored citi
zens owe their gratitude for their representation in this munici
pality in all its branches.

In social life Mr. Stevens is also a leader and enjoys the 
cognomen of Commodore by virtue of being the presiding officer 
of the Philadelphia Annex of the Ugly Club, which as a social 
organization in all the term implies has no equal. Its members 
comprise such men as Wm. A. Warrick, Martin Cowdery, John 
S. Trower, Albert Deutrielle, George Boardley, Sylvester Cole
man, Phillips Roberts, Thomas DeWitt, of Bristol, James T. 
Mars, Commodore, New York Annex; Dr. D. W. Ray, James 
Braxton, Wm. H. Smith, W. H. Eato, Prof. Charles Dorsey, 
George Green, John Eato, and others prominent in Baltimore 
and Washington; representing in the aggregate a large share 
of the wealth of our people in their respective communities. 
Regularly they meet around the dining board and discuss a 
repast such as only men of their tastes and calibre are capable 
of suggesting.

In home life Commodore Stevens is the loving husband of 
'an estimable lady, and the indulging father of two children— 
Miss Helen, who assists in the management of his business, and 
Captain Andrew F., Jr., the Commander of the Gray Invincibles 
of the National Guard of the State, and member of Councils from
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the Seventh ward of this City. Besides being President of the 
Citizen’s Club and Commodore of the Ugly Club, Mr. Stevens 
takes an active interest in the Caterer’s Association, and was for 
years its President.

Since the organization of the club, some eight years ago, it 
has been fortunate in losing but two of its beloved members— 
the distinguished John W. Page, who was formerly Commodore 
of the Ugly Club, and the popular young Yeager Lyons. The 
club is located on Broad street below Lombard, has been 
recently newly fitted up at an expense of some six hundred dol
lars and promises to be a factor in the future political life of Phil
adelphia.

Mr. Stevens’ reputation is not sectional but national. He 
enjoys the personal friendship of many distinguished men and 
women connected with both races, and is regarded as a splendid 
example of Negro capability. He is a stalwart Baptist, but 
counts hosts of friends among other denominations, confining his 
benefactions not alone to any particular denomination. He is a 
leading spirit in all that builds up Negro enterprise in the City 
of Brotherly Love, and is greatly interested in the Frederick 
Douglass-Memorial Hospital, being one of its trustees. He is a 
personal friend of that eloquent pulpiteer and successful pastor, 
Rev. T. D. Miller, D. D., and is devoted to all that builds the 
denomination of his choice. He is a stock-holder in the Baptist 
Magazine and expresses himself as greatly interested in its 
future.

Agents Wanted for the Magazine.



REV. JACOB RIVERS BENNETT,

Hot Springs, Ark.

REV. JACOB RIVERS BENNETT.

Rev. Jacob Rivers Bennett was born in Gcprgia in 1857. 
He was regenerated at the age of thirteen and became a member 
of the Bethlehem Baptist Church, Holmes Co., Miss., Rev. 
Robert Webb, pastor. He spent his first week in school under 
Miss Winnie White, the daughter of the famous old favorite of 
Vicksburg, Aunt Kitty Foote. At fifteen years of age Mr. Ben
nett was clerk of the church, and when eighteen was ordained a 
deacon. In 1878 he entered Roger Williams University, at 
Nashville, Tenn., remaining four months. All the school days 
of Rev. Bennett’s life amounted to twenty-four months and three 
weeks, and he was twelve years getting that. Yet he taught 
public schools six years, holding a second grade certificate. In 
the Spring 6f 18&0 he united with the First Baptist Church, Lit
tle Rock, and on July 27th, he was ordained to do mission work 
in the State. At the Presidental Election, 1880, Rev. Bennett 
was clerk at the polls, casting the first ballot of his life for Gar
field. At this election seven hundred votes were cast, only three 
being Republican. He was known to be one of the three who 
voted the Republican ticket, and for this his life was threatened, 
and he was driven from the State by a blood-thirsty mob. His 
first call to the pastorate was a small church, over one hundred 
miles from Little Rock, where he labored and received (£5.00) 
five dollars salary for over four months work. His next charge 
was Zion Baptist Church, Little Rock, from which he was called 
to Prescott. The same year he was elected secretary of the 
Ozan Association. He served a church in Texarkana, where he 
remained over two years and left to take the care of the Roanoke 
Baptist Church, where his success has been phenomenal. Since 
he settled in Arkansas, he has been elected secretary of the State 
Convention, State S. S. Convention, trustee of the Arkansas Bap
tist College, President of the State S. S. Convention, auditor of 
the trustee board, and secretary of the stock-holders. He has 
also, been elected to several positions in the National Baptist 
Convention. Rev. Bennett is an eloquent preacher, a successful 
pastor, and a true friend to progress.



OUR EXCHANGES.
The Virginia Baptist has secured Dr. J. E. Jones as Editor. 

He is one ot the most vigorous writers connected with the race. 
A scholar, prince of preachers, and deep theologian ; a man who 
has won a large place in the hearts of all denominations and who 
holds his friends with “ hooks of steel,” he must be an invaluable 
addition to its already able editorial staff. We congratulate not 
only Virginia Baptists, but the denomination on securing his 

services.The Christian Banner, Philadelphia, Pa., is rapidly becoming 
a national o^gn. It has made wonderful progress in the past 
few months. It has secured tl^e able Dr. E. R. Carter, of 
Georgia, as Editor of the Southern Department, and the Rev. 
S. G. Lampkins of District of Columbia, who wields a facile pen 
upon all subjects, as Editor of the Washington Department. 
We are glad to welcome these strong men to the “ Journalistic 
Fraternity,” and hail their coming as indicative of the dawn of a 
better day for our denominational literature. With Taliaferro, 
Quarles, Jordan, Carter and Lampkins at the helm, the Banner 
must make a safe voyage upon the oft-times rough and danger
ous sea of religious newspaperdom.

The Expositor, of St. Louis, Mo., is a credit to the brain and 
business management of Rev. J. L. Cohron and Prof. Mark 
Thompson. It is always full of good things.

The Christian Index improves with age. Dr. Phillips is 
mighty with the pen and is strong as an editorial writer. It is a 
splendid exponent of the C. M. E. Church.

The Standard—Echo, Philadelphia, Pa., holds its own in 
good shape among the “ quill drivers.” Editor Caldwell is giv
ing the race a clean, newsy journal.

The Washington Bee has just issued a Souvenir edition. It 
is indeed a gem and reflects the highest credit upon the ability 
of W. Calvin Chase as Editor. If you want to know how to 
make a Negro journal live, ask Chase.

The Baptist Vanguard has determined to make 1896 the 
“ Banner Year ” in its history. Arkansas Baptists have a great 
religious paper, ably edited by the scholarly Booker.
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The Reformer, Richmond, Va., is a new comer. It is the 
organ of True Reformers and has behind it all the elements of 
longevity,—money, brains, and an able editorial staff, supplemented 
by an experienced business management. Long live the Re
former.

The National Baptist Standard, Hannibal, Mo., is all its 
motto claims " A Standard for the People.” It is sound upon all 
questions affecting the race and denomination.

The Boston Courant has lately been added to our exchanges. 
It is an ably edited sheet, fearless in the expression of opinion 
and forcible in argument. It is no babe, but a full-grown man.

The Afro-American, Baltimore, Md., bears the marks of be
ing warmly supported. It is worthy of it,—a clean, vigorous 
sheet, that is not afraid to cross swords with any enemy of the 
Negro race.

The American Baptist, Louisville, Ky., next to the oldest of 
Baptist papers, still holds the " even tenor of its way.” Steward 
is the Nestor of Baptist Journalism. If the American Baptist 
says so, it is so. •

The Colored American, Washington, D. C., is a magnificent 
success. Why not? Under the gifted captaincy of Cooper it 
must succeed. It is read everywhere. Afro-Americans are 
proud of it. «

The New York Age, under Editor Fortune, in its editorials is 
a thing of beauty. It leads the van. What Fortune don’t know 
about journalism is not worth trying to find out. We'd rather 
lose a great deal than miss the Age.

The Planet is a man of war. It carries many scalps, swing
ing in its belt. It is sometimes a gentle zephyr and then a tor
nado. If it hunts you, it will find you. Mitchell is alright.

The Zion Watchman, edited by Rev. G. B. Howard, D. D., 
Charleston, W. Va., is a well edited sheet and is being warmly 
supported by West Virginians. Like everything Howard 
touches, it succeeds.

The A. M. E. Zion Quarterly, under the management of the 
gifted Dancy, is a credit to the race. Dancy is a genial good 
fellow, a born editor, a safe leader in church and state. He not 
only knows what he wants to say, but says it, and the earth hears 
him.
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7he Texas Herald, with Campbell in the lead, is invincible. 

It rallies the boys around the standard and is not afraid to tell 
the truth.

The New South, Louisville, Ky., has changed its name, but 
still sustains its reputation as one of the most successful news
papers published by Afro-Americans.

The Raleigh Gazette is one of the most welcome visitors to 
our sanctum. It is sound in politics, fearless in opinion, and 
deserves the support of every Negro in North Carolina.

The Monthly Review, now published in Philadelphia, Pa., 
Mr. Chas. Alexander, editor, is being well supported. It con
tains among its contributors some of the best thinkers and 
writers of the race. It is a literary gem. It is " one of the 
finest”

Queries : What is the matter with the Georgia Baptist, that 
it never acknowledges the Magazine?

Why don’t the A. M. E. Church Review exchange ? We 
sent the Magazine several times.

What has become of the Memphis Watchman ?
Does the excellent and ably edited Florida Sentinel ever see 

the Baptist Magazine?

IN SPITK 0F THE FI^E
The American Baptist Publication Society

is prepared to supply Periodicals for the 2nd Quar
ter, 1896. And they will be as heretofore

THE BEST IN THE MARKET.
Our ability to do this is illustrative of our business 

methods. We have put ourselves on top by just such 
methods, and we expect to stay on top, and so continue 
to supply the Baptist Denomination with the best litera
ture that brains and experience can produce.

Where is the Athens Clipper ?
Why don’t the “ Texas Baptist Star ” exchange ?
Has the New Orleans Tribune cut us off? We enjoyed the 

visits of this excellent sheet
What will the brethren, who clipped our editorials, without 

giving the Magazine credit, say in the “ Day of Judgment? ”

—PRICE LIST.—
Club prices of live or more copies to 

one address. ____
BAPTIST SUPERINTENDENT . 6X Cts. quarter ; 25 cts. year . . 25 cts. 
BAPTIST TEACHER................... 12^ " *‘ 50 “ “ .

INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
SENIOR QUARTERLY .... 5 cts. quarter ; 20 cts. year . 
advanced quarterly . . 2% ** *' 9 “ 11
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY 2% " " 9 “ “ .
PRIMARY QUARTERLY ... 2% " " 9 " ” .
PICTURE LESSONS.................... 3 “ “ 12 “ “ .
BIBLE LESSONS........................ I " " 4 “ .

ILLUSTRATED PAPERS.
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE .... — ~‘-
young reaper, Monthly . .

“ Fortnightly 5 "
sunlight, Monthly, ... . 2'A “ 

“ Fortnightly ... 5 “
our little ones...................6% "
BIBLE LESSON PICTURES . . Jl.OO

. io cts. quarter; 40 eta. year
• *'A  “ " 10 “

IO

•' as “ 
“ 14-00

(tingle coplea

• 30 cts.
■ >5 “
• ’5 "

. io

. 50 cts. .

• 30 "

(4-00

Agents wanted 111 
Good commission paid.

American Baptist Publication Society, 
PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 

ST. LOUIS, DALLAS, ATLANTA.
1
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situated at

420 Fifth St.,N.W., 
Washington, D.C.

7' Opposite Judiciary Square.

This well known school was founded in the year 1867, and 
has been in continual operation since that time.

This Law School is, indeed, most favorably situated. It is 
located at the Capitol of the Nation, where the climate is 
healthy and salubrious, and the expense of living as low as in 
any other city; where Congress assembles; the Supreme Court 
of the United States and the Court of Claims, with its special 
jurisdiction, sit; and where, in the various Executive Depart
ments, the Patent Laws, the Land Laws, and the Pension 
Laws of the United States are administered.

Besides these special advantages, found no where else, the 
Supreme Court of District of Columbia is trying cases, civil and 

criminal, in accordance with the principles of the Common Law 
practice and procedure, most of the year, and the Equity Court 
holds a term every month, except August.

Then again the Congressional Law Library of upwards of 
50,000 volumes is open to the public seven hours each day, thus 
furnishing gratuitously to the student facilities for investigation 
and research unsurpassed.

The school is strictly national in character, being open to 
all without distinction of sex or race. The course, covering a 
period of two years, is made as thorough and as comprehensive 
as possible, the aim of the faculty being to well equip the 
student to practice in any State of the Union. To this end the 
regnlar course of lectures as given by the Faculty is supple
mented by lectures on various legal subjects given, each session, 
by eminent judges, lawyers and professors from different sec
tions of the country. Judge Simeon E. Baldwin of the Supreme 
Court of Errors, Conn., also a professor in Yale Law Schoo), 
recently gave a series of excellent lectures on the subject of 
Wills. Next session the Department will be favored with a 
series of ten lectures on Constitutional Law by Justice Harlan 
of the U. 8. Supreme Court.

That the advantages herein set forth may be had by all 
desiring such, the tuition in the Law Department—as is al
ready the case in the classical and academic departments—has 
been made free, the only expense entailed upon the student by 
the Department being a matriculation lee of 15.00 and a grad
uation fee of 93.00.

The present session ends May 27th, 1895.

The next session begins Tuesday, October ist, 1895.

For further particulars apply to

JAMES F. BUNDY, Sec y,
Office In Howard Uni varsity Ln School Building, 420 Fifth St., I.1.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
(Pleaae mention this Magazine. )
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Eckstein Horton University,
Cane Spring, Bullitt County, Ky.

"Indus'rial training will set in motion ten thousand wheels." 
REV. WM. J. SIMMONS, D. D., LL. D, Co-founder and first Chancellor

THE LOCuSlTICK.
The Eckstein Norton University is situated at Cane Spring, Ky 

twenty-nine miles from Louisville, Ky., in one of the most healthy and 
quiet settlements in the State—the county being what is know n as a prohi
bition county for many years. The building and grounds are on a lofty hill 
of rich, rolling land, surrounded on all sides by mountain atr earns, dashing 
miniature cataracts, high mountains, peopled with timber <Jf many varieties.

X) EFJk ElTZIvE E XT TS.
Literary, Photography, Crayon Work, Tailoring, Apiaculture, Barber 

Shop, Sericulture, Cabinet Making, Telegraphy, Cooking, Poultry Raising, 
Carpentry, Blacksmithing, Plain Sewing, Printing, Business College, Dresa 
Making, Work Shops in Woods and Metals Shorthand and Type Writing, 
Printing, in Oil and Water, Musical Conservatory. .

* TERMS.
Board, room, fuel, tuition and washing, J8.00 per month. Students may 

enter at any time in the year.
HEEF FOR STVEEFTTS.

Deserving students may have the privilege of extra reduction in propor
tion to the work they are willing to do. We ask patronage not only on 
account of our low rate, but on account of the very high character of the 
work done. Our accommodations are first-class and offered alike to both 
sexes.

Persons enroute to Cane Spring, Ky., via Louisville, may find free ac
commodation at No. 537 Laurel Street, Louisville, Ky.

For catalogues and all business, address the President,
REV. C. H. PARRISH, A. M., Cane Spring, Ky.

(Please mention this Magazine. )

Sbaw University.
The Leonard Schools of Medicine, Pharmacy and Law,— 

the professional departments of Shaw University—are now 
firmly established and are furnishing students excellent facili
ties. No charge is made for tuition to any deserving young 
man of good moral character. Charges for board, etc., are 
veiy low. Shaw University affords unrivaled facilities to col
ored young men for for obtaining a professional education. 
For catalogues and other information, address

The President,
Shaw University,

RALEIGH, N. C.

Gbe

dlbontbly IRevicw.
An Illustrated Independent Magazine, devoted to

• i Science, Art, Literature,
Biographies, History, Politics, 

Religion, Masonic Orders,
• Odd Fellows News,H Great Speeches,
*; Short Stories,

Poetry, Sociology.
Subscription $1.00 per year.

Charles Hleranber, e&ttor,
723 Sansom Street,

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

WAYLAND SEMINARY,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

COURSES:PREPARATORY, NORMAL, ACADEMIC, BIBLE STUDY.

Thirtieth year. Students received at any time on examination. Rates, 
^7.50 per month for board and tuition. Music extra. The advantages of 
the National Capital as an educational centre are self-evident.

For catalogues address

G. M. P. KING, President.
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THE BLISS 
ELECTRO
MEDICAL 
APPLIANCES 

been the 
>s of pro-

miSSKAFFUCTED

bomeawhere 
diaeaBein it*  

' hydra-head
ed forme 
once held 
eway. Our

Bheuma- 
tiam, Sick 
Headache 
N er too* 

Debility, ParalyBUs Epllepay, Kid- 
ncy ComplalntSgC'atarrh, Deafaeaa,
Dropsy, Female Weakneaa,Constipa

tion, Pile*  and the entire range of Chrooic, Acute 
and Sub-Acute diseases. The versatility of the 
power of electricity applied to the human body ie the 
marvel of the nineteenth century; it is the motive 
Kwar through which life exists, and when applied 

our ELECTRO-MEDICAL APPLIAxNCES 
the organs and functions of the body quickly respond 
to its life-giving principles and the normal conditions 
of health are restored. Sufferers who once wear our 
Appliances know what happiness is, and smile pity
ingly at their former distress.

Write for oar special treatise, Bliss*  Electric 
Age (a 100-page book), on tbe treatment of dis
eases with our Appliances, testimonials, etc. 
(Price, 10 eta.) You may learn something that 
exactly flu your exue. Circulars free. Address

B. B. BLISS ELECTRIC CO.,
Lock Box 786. Iowa Falls, Iowa.

Minutes,
Pamphlets, 
and Books
of every description 
and make Cuts of 
churches and individ
uals at the lowest 
rates and upon short
est notice.

We only ask a 
chance to put in our 
bid for this kind of 
work, convinced that 
the high character of 
our workmanship 
will satisfy the moat 
exacting.

Wonderful
Discovery

CURLY HAIR MADS STRAIGHT SV I

! •

•7
OZONIZED OX MARROW

(COPYRIGHT BY BUCK & RATNKB, CHICAGO.)
This wonderful hair oomude Is the only safe 

preparation in tbe world that makes kinky hair straight as shown above. It renders the bair soft, 
pliable and glossy, and by nourishing the roots 
Imparts new life and vigor. Elesantly perfumed. 
Ozonised Ox Marrow is manufactured only by 
Buck & Rayner, tbe well known druggists of 
Chicago. Their reputation is a guarantee that 
it la perfectly pure aad harm tree. Be
ware of imitations. See that their name Is blown In the bottle. Thousands who have oar'd 
tbe genuine Ozonized Ox Marrow testify to Its 

I never failing merits. Full directions with every 
bottle. Price only 50 cents per bottle. Sold by druggist s. If your druggist does not keep It we 
will tend you 8 bottles for or 6 for W.fi0. 
Always inclose a poet office money order, as we 
do not apnd goods C. O. D. Write your addretn 
and name plainly. Address

BUCK a RAYNER,
STATS mm MADISON STS.. CHICAGO

(Please mention this Magazink.

Sexxd. in. ycui orders.



DO YOU OWN A HOME 
or do you pay rent?

Why not make your rent money 
buy the home for your family?

Have yon a regular and steady income! Are you saving 
ANY portion of it for the RAINY day ! Do you know how 
easy it is to save if you once begin in earnest! Why not 
start by taking a few shares of stock in the

industrial Building and Savings Co. ?
Shares |1.00 each per month. t400 loaned on each share. 

Special deposits bear interest at 6 per cent, per annum.
Organized May, 1885.

COMPANY OFFICE : 609 F Street, N. W.,
—CAPITAL SAVINGS BANK BUILDING.-

OPEN FROM 9 A. M. TO tS R. M

OFFICERS DIRECTORS :
LEWIS H. DOUGLASS, - President.

Real Estate and Loan.
ROBERT II. TERRELL, - - Vice President.

Lynch and Terrell, Attorneys-at-Law.
HENRY E. BAKER, • • Secretary.

Assistant Examiner, U. S. Patent Office.
JOHN A. PIERRE, - - - Treasurer.

Sixth Auditor’s Office, U. S. Treasury.
Leonard C. Bailey, Treasurer Capital Savings Bank. 
Db. J. R. Francis, First Asst. Surgeon, Freedmen’s Hospital. 
Andrew F. Hilyeb, 3rd Auditor’s Office U. 8. Treasurer. 
W. Scott Montgomery, Sup. Prin., City Public Schools. 
J. Archibald Lewis, - U. 8. Supreme Court.
Prof. James Storum, Instructor, High School.
Prof. J. D. Baltimore, Instructor Manual Training Pub. Sch. 
Jerome A. Johnson, U. 8. Int. Revenue, Treas. Department. 
Dr. James R. Wilder, - Practicing Physician.

Receipts to May, 1894, $138,205.00.
(Please mention this Magazine. )

Cor. Vine and Sixth St*., 
CINCINNATI, OHIO, I). S. A.



(£ap(tol gjavinos JJanh,
609 F St., N. W., - - Washington, D. C.

CA.FTTAL, $50,000
Hon. Jno. R. Lynch, President, Dr. J. R. Wilder, Vice President, 
L. C. Bailey, Treasurer, Prof. James Storum, Secretary,

Douglass B. McCary, Cashier.
Directors:

Jno. R. Lynch, L. C. Bailey, W. McKinley, W. S. Lofton, J. R. Wilder, 
Wyatt Archer, Jno. A. Pierre, J. A. Lewis, A. W. Tancil, H. E. Baker, J. H. 
Merriwether, W. S. Montgomery, J. A. Johnson, James Storum.

Deposits received from 10 cents upward. Interest allowed 
on $5.00 and above. Treasurers of churches, associations, and 
other organizations can deposit funds with this Bank and 
receive interest. The money is subject to check without notice. 
We shall be glad to have you open an account.

BANK OPEN FROM 9 A. Fl. to 5 P. fl.

" THE

Christian Banner
A live weekly paper devoted to the interest 

of the churches in particular and the public in 
general. It is ably edited and has gained a 
National reputation. Published at Philadelphia.

REV. G. L. P. TALIAFERO,
Managing Editor.

Office: 1842 Lombard Street, 
PHILADELPHIA.

fIRE & J3URGLAR fbROOF SAFES.
If you are thinking of buying or exchanging a

-SAFE,-
call on or address

The Mosier Safe Company,
3o5 Broadway, Cor. Duane St., 

NEW YORK,
where can be seen their immense stock of new and second-hand 
safes.

Contractors to the United States Government. Contrac
tors to the Mexican Government.

The Mosier Patent Safes in general use all over the world.
D. F. MERRILL, Jr., Agent,

Room 35 LeDooit Building.

John McKnight,
Contractor for all kinds of cut stone and masonry work. 

914, 916, 918 Bolton Street, Baltimore, Md., and South Capitol 
and C. Streets, S. E., Washington, D. C.

— Gburcb Worh a Specialty. —
References:

St. Cyprian B. C. Church, 
St. Peter’s B. C. Church.
Eastern Presbyterian Church, 
2nd. Baptist Church (colored.)

^Washington, D. C. 
5

Wtional ^Baptist Standard.
Circulates in every State and Territory, bearing news of 

the undertakings and progress of Baptists in America^ Eng
land and Africa. It is sound in doctrine and aggressive. 
Terms of subscription $1.50 per year. Address

O- ZE3C. Z^cZDa^rxiel,
HANNIBAL, MO.

Subscription $1.00 per year, in advance.

BU^EehBEaLnLoF^®YI

*4 r«H4* *f /ktr.
OoW H-M <U Jf£-Wfal«r SnWfus, 
C. W. VaUnM &., CiidiuU, tfeta.

(Please mention this Magazine.)



TYFEWKITER.
MACHINE having the advantages of all “The Trust” 

/AXV machines and a half dozen good features exclusively 

its own. That Describes the New Model.

IT fl P Old Advantages Improved. 
jJJU. (J, New Features Added.

Full details of its automatic movements mailed free.

The Columbia Type-Writer Manufacturing iCo„
No. 1227 Market Street, 

PHILADELPHIA.
(Please mention thia Magazine. )

i Biographical Mil the Bible,
in a two years course or less time.

THE GRANDEST OPPORTUNITY
ever presented to the Colored Baptists of this country to know 
the Bible.

Every patriarch, judge, king, prophet and apostle; every 
hero and heroine of Bible history from Adam to John the Rev- 
elator; wita an exhaustive study of the life of our Blessed 
Savior, all made so simple in study that a child can com 
prehend.

Pastors to organize classes in every church.
A gold,gilded, beautifully illuminated certificate given at 

end of course.
For circulars, blanks and full particulars, write to

REV. JOSEPH O. JOHNSON,
89 CTTSEZIITG- STREET,

PROVIDENCE, R. 1.
Pastor of Corgdoo Street Baptist Church.

MRS D W. THOMPSON
is authorized to solicit funds for the

0LD L^DIEg’ H0JdE,
located on the corner of Ninth and Chester Streets,

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
This home is supported entirely by charity. Dona

tions of Money, Provisions, Beddings, Clothing, Carpet, 
Bedsteads, Wood, Coal Oil, and anything in the line of 
household goods will be thankfully received.
IRS. D. V. THOMPSOB, President,

1006 West lOth Street,
C. S. KIBLE, Secretary,

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
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G. B. Howard, B. D.

Revs. H. 
Chamberlin,

Virginia.
Revs. J. E- Jones, D. D., A Chisholm, D. D, J. M- Armstead, W. F. 

Graham, D. N. VaSsar, D. D., Z;' D. Lewis, B. D, S. N. Vass, A. M., A. 
Binga, D. D, Henry Williams, P. F. Morris, D. D, Prof G. W. Hayes, J. W. 
Kirby, B. D., R. H. Bowling, D D., H. H- Warring.

North Carolina.
Revs. A. W. Pegues, Ph. D , R. I. Walden, A- M-. P. F. Malloy, A. B. 

Vincent, J. O. Crosby, Ph. D.
South Carolina.

Revs. J. C. Daniells, A. M 7 J- L- Dart, D. D., J. L. McCoy, R Carroll, 
A W. Baylor. Georgia.

Revs. J. J. Durham, M. D., A. Ellis, D. D., M. W. Gilbert, A. M-, E- K. 
ix>ve, D D. E P. Johnson, E- R- Carter, D D , C- T. Walker, D 1)., D. S. 
Klugh, Prof. W. E Holmes, E. J- Fisher, C. S. Wilkins.

Florida.
Revs. J T. Brown, A. M-, M. S- G. Abbott, M. D , J. M. Waldron, A. M , 

H. Holman. District or Columbia.
Revs. G. W. Lee, D D, S. G Lampkins, B 

Creditt, A. M., W. H- Brooks, D. D.
Revs- W. H. C. Stokes, A.^^C^ILClark, 

W- G. Parks Kentucky.
Revs. D. A. Gaddie, D. D., Rob’t Mitchell, A- M, S. E- Smith, D. D., 

W. H Steward, A. M., M. V. Cook, A. M-, E P- Marra, Prof. C- C Monroe, 
C. L- Puree, D. D-, P- H- Kennedy, D- D, B. W- Farris, A. M.

Indiana-
Reva. J. W. Carr, W. H. Anderson. D. D., H. H. Harris.

Missouri.
Revs. J. L- Cohron, A. M., R H. Cole, C. R. McDowell, Mark Thompson, 

A. B., V. P. T. Jones, M. D., S. W. Bacote, B. D., H. N. Boney.
. Louisiana.

Revs. A. A Jackson, D. D , S. T. Clanton, D. D., H. C- Cotton, A. M. 
Newman, D- D.

Revs R. DeBaptist, D. D., J.
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