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There are four arts- sculpture, painting, music and p n-t v. 
Painting comes between sculpture and music, because it is ne r 
ly as precise as the one and as tou<hng as the other. Like 
sculpture, it.marks the visible forms of objects, but adds to them 
life ; like music, it expresses all the protoundest sentiments >1 
the soul. There is no sentiment that does not come within th. 
province of the painter. He has entire nature at his bspbs d. 
the physical and moral world, a church-yard, a landscape, a 
sunset, the ocean, the great scenes of civil and religious Ide all 
the beings of creation- above all, the figure of man and its 
pressions-a living mirror of the soul. It is more pathetic than 
sculpture and clearer than music and elevated-above these, in 
that it expresses beauty more fully under all its.forms .

But the art par excellence,' the one which surpasses all oth
ers—being the most expressive—is poetry. Poetry has speech 
for its instrument; poetry fashions speech and idealizes it so as 

* to make it express ideal beauty. It gives to speech the charm 
and power of measure; it makes of it something intermediate 
between voice and music, something material and immaterial, fi
nite, clear, like the most definite forms, living and animated like 
color, pathetic and infinite like sound. A w’ord in itself, chosen 
and transfigured! by poetry, is the most universal symbol.

Poetry reflects all the images of the sensible world, like 
sculpture and painting ; it also reflects sentiment like painting 
and music, and far surpasses them in the same, and is precise 
like sculpture. Thought, that which is inaccessible to every 
other art, is definitely expressed by poetry, Think of it 1 en-

THE ART PAR EXCELLENCE.
BY D. C. DEAN, A. B. — West \a
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tirely distinct from he senses and even from sentiment, thought 
s, that is divoid of form, that has no color that lets no sound es

cape, that does not manifest itself in any way, thought that trav
erses all creation, visits the under'regions and those blessed ones 
above the sky, in the twinkling of an eye is represented by this 
agency. What must its value be ? It is the soul of music; it 
stimulates our powers and fills us with courage and leads the pa
triot over mountains of difficulties onward to victory.

The architect, the sculptor, the painter, even the musician, 
can not express (ill the sentiments of the soul ; and in this, they 
acknowledge the superiority of poetry.1 When they wish to de
termine the perfection of their work, they compare it with poe
try ; and they esteem their own works or demand them to be es
teemed in proportion to their hear approach to poetry; and men 
in general do the same as artists ; a beautiful picture, a sweet 
melody, a living and expressive statue, gives rise to the excla
mation, “How poetical!” It is the type of perfection, and 
when genius would imitate it, it errs. ,

Poetry is its own fashioner. ’ It constructs according to its 
own taste, palaces and temples ; it makes them simple or mag
nificent. All orders and systems obey poetry; it cares nothing 
for the different ages of art; it reproduces, if it pleases, the clas
sic or the Gothic, the beautiful or sublime, the finite or infinite.

The poetical works of Homer were, to the Greeks, nearly 
what the Revelation is to us. Human speech, idealized by poe
try, has the depth and brilliancy of musical notes ; it is lumin
ous as well as pathetic, and speaks alike to the mind and the 
heart. » • x .

It embraces all images, all sentiments, all ideas, all human 
faculties, all the innermost recesses of the soul, all the forms of 
things, all the real and intelligible words. What does it not 
embrace?

Let the Negro develop his’powers along all lines and gain 
standing ground about the throne of the four'great arts, and by 
merit, demand admittance in the council chamber of the muses 
of the highest human intelligence.

ft

HOPE OF THE RACE.
z ' Thb Magnct—Kansas.

What we shall yet achieve through the providence of God 
under this government depends not more upon those who shall 
fill our places. -

Everything in the mental and physical world is stamped 
with evidences of progress and reform— everything points to a
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higher and nobler development in the life of man. Races and 
nations build upon the wisdom and experience of the past; com
ing generations find improved conditions whence they renew the 
work of their predecessors, and it remains to those who shall 
succeed us to render more grand and glorious the field of hu
man endeavor.What glowing inspirations fill our souls as we contemplate 
the sublime cause in which we are enlisted for a race, for coun
try and mankind; but grander by far, is the prospect before us 
when we remember the achievements won, the obstacles over
come, and the mighty pathway opened up for those who have 
enlisted in the contest for an improved humanity and a more 
perfect righteousness. What glowing privileges >,re accorded to 
the rising generation. The young oLtoday are our most cher-- 
ished hopes and it is upon them that we must depend for future 
elevation, security and happiness. Upon the colored young men 
of our country, and especially that class who realize the magni
tude and responsibility of our present condition, depend more 
for the welfare and wellbeing than upon any other citizens. We 
have greater interests at stake ajid our cause is more sacred.

We are enlisted in a moral warfare of truth against error. 
Thrice armed in a quarrel just, we are called to agitate and for
mulate sentiment and to press the fight in vindication of an e- 
qual liberty and free government. We are the only real patri
ots, because we are the hapless victims of proscription, hatred 
and caste, and are made martyrs to the very cause upon which 
depend the prosperity and perpetuity of our government. The 
work must go on, but it must be presented by the ambitious and 
aspiring young men who love their race and their country and 
who are willing to make any honorable sacrifice in furtherance 
of the cause of the people and good government. Let the’ young 
men buckle on their armor and move to the front.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND THE HOflE.
Delivered before the Pennsylvania Bapt. Sunday-slhool 

Convention, Steelton, May 27, 1898,

By MR, C. MORGAN DABNEY—Phila., Pa.
Mr. President and Fellow Sunday School Workers :

One year ago, it was my privilege, as well as'exceeding 
great pleasure, to meet this august body, then convened in its 
fourth annual session in the historic Germantown. After twelve
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months have passed into history, with their alternating joys and 
sorrows, sunshine and cloudiness, successes and disappointments 
we have met again in another annuual session, within the shad
ow of the Keystone Capital. And as our minds and thoughts 
have been, for the past few days, turned toward the accomplish
ments'of the past year,' we have seen unmistakable evidence of 
great progress, and great reason for rejoicing and earnest thanks
giving ; but as we draw near the close of the Convention and are 
compelled to draw the curtain upon the scenes and accomplish
ments of the past year, we linger not upon the brink of the irrev
ocable past, but turning opr eyes toward the dawn of another 
year, are filled with bright hopes and expectations and endeavor 
to penetrate the vale, that we may know what lies hidden in the 
realms of the undiscovered future for this Sunday School Union 
and the grand and noble purposes which it represents. And as 
thus we stand, gazing into the future, there arises before the eye 
a brilliant, vision that fills the heart with joy and brings bright 
hopes to <ie over-soul; there arises from the “ enchanted plain ” 
what seems to be two imposing structures, the beauty and gran
deur of which attract the attention pf all Christendom. From 
their portals are'sent forth rays of sparkling light that illumined 
the surrounding territory and lights the pathway of human kind 
upon their, earthly pilgrimage; from them go forth refreshing 
rivulets of fervent love and beauty of character that meandering 
on their course, waters the barren plains of inactivity, bringing 
life and light into many a dark and benighted valley, causing to 
spring forth a luxuriant growth of upright Christian characters, 
symmetrical and useful lives. You ask what are these sources •' 
of. life and light, of beauty and grandeur : they are the dearest 
of all places on earth to-me— the Sunday-school and the home.

If I were called upon to enter into the spacious galleries of 
Christendom and choose from its priceless collections two that 
were most dear to myself and of the most benefit to mankind, I 
should not hesitate in selecting the two,that are so nobly repre
sented here today, -and for the maintenance of which, you labor 
so incessantly— the Sunday-school and the home, for these stand 
side by side as the great benefactors of the world and a priceless 
legacy to mortal kind. Their intrinsic worth to the human fam
ily can not be fittingly estimated in perishable gold, or justly 
represented by polished marble or moulded bronze, for they are 
indeed, the recruiting stations, the barracades, the military a- 
cademies from which are to be drawn the soldiers of the Lord 
Christ, before whose onward march, the contending armies of 
darkness must be vanquished, and at whose formidable charge, 
the fortresses of evil, the dark walls of superstition, vice and

" I............  . . ..... -w
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crime, like the Coliseum of Rome, must crumble and sink into 
their merited oblivion. The world is dependent upon them for 
its heroes, its martyrs its salesmen, its leaders its advocates for 
truth, justice and right.

With these facts before us, can we, for a moment, question 
the importance of the Sunday-school and the home, or doubt 
the responsibility ’that rests upon us as the guardians of these 
institutions? God forbid! We hold within our grasp the key to 
the situation, and it is for us, the protectors of the home and pro
moters of the Sunday-school, to determine what shall be the sta
tus of the rising generation. Then how careful, should we be of 
the influences that are brought to bear upon the tender minds' 
that encircle our firesides and the children who meet within our 
Sunday-school walls, for it is here that the first impressions 
are made that shall, in a large degree, determine the future 
character of the individual.

Then, to you, mothersand fathers whom Providence hath 
blessed with children to make glad your homes, offsprings to pro
long your progenity, sons and daughters to enjoy the blessings 
of creation— to you comes this solemn charge: train the child in 
the way that it should go and when it grows old, it will not de
part from it. The prattling babe may be taught integrity, and 
the infant upon the mother’s knee may be taught the way of 
truth ; let the pure influences of Christian lives, Christian homes 
and the Sunday-school lead them in 'the path of righteousness 
while they are young, before they are captured by the beseigjng 
enemy of their souls and are led captive into the Babylon of de
spair and misery into whose gloomy walls the bewailing cry of a. 
fond mother can not reach her wayward daughter, nor the strong 
arm of a pathetic father rescue his prodigal son. Long live the 
Sunday-school and the home, with their blessed influences, and 
may you who are assembled here today never grow faint or wea
ry in the great work in which you are engaged ; may you contin
ue to light the torchlight of Christianity, planting Sunday-schools 
which are great fortresses of God, built upon the Gibraltar of 
His infinite love, until there shall not be a town or hamlet with
in the borders of the Keystone State that has not within its bor
ders one of these fountains of light—a Baptist Sunday-school.

Continue in this good work, for you are lighting candles that 
shall never be blown out• you are sowing golden seed, the har
vest of which shall still be swelling the gamers of eternity when 
time shall have ended. Continue, then, in this grand and no
ble work, sowing in the morn thy seed and at eve, not holding 
thy hand, and when you are called upon to take your stand in 
the pale hall of the dead ; when your labors here have ended,
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challenged the approaching foe. All was still save the footsteps 
of the soldiers which sounded like the roar of the distant surf as 
it beats upon a rock-bound coast.

Suddenly, there burst forth a vivid sheet of blinding light. 
Down came the whirlwind of destruction along the beach, with 
lightning swiftness. Fearfully, the hissing shot, the shrieking 
bombs, the whispering bullets, struck and crushed through the 
mass of brave, rrten. One thousand fall, but they take t;he fort, 
only to be driven back by a volley that cut down the black pha
lanx like the ripened wheat before the mighty sweep of a sharp
ened sickle. '

Hyre the brave Shaw fell, fighting desperately. The next 
morning, when a request was made for his body, a Confederate 
major said “We buried him with his niggers.”

This was a high compliment, a noble tribute to the memo
ry of a great man. If the race in this country does not revere 
his memory, t<ey are less than men. , A poet has immortalized 
his name and set the occurrence to verse.

" They buried him with his niggets, 
Together they fought and died ;

There was room for them all where they laid him, 
(The grave w^s deep and wide)

For his beauty and youth and valor.
Their patience and love and pain,

And at the last, together. 
They shall all be found again.

They buried him with his niggers : ' 
Earth holds no prouder grave

There is not a mausoleum
In the world beyond the grave

That a nobler tale has hallowed
Or a purer glory crowned

Than the nameless trench where they buried 
The brave so faithful found.

They buried him with his niggers, 
A wide grave should it be :

They buried him in that hollow trench,
Than human eye could see,

Aye, all the shames and sorrows
Of more than a hundred years 

Lie under the weight of that Southern soil, 
Despite those cruel sne«ts.

They buried him with his niggers, 
But the glorious souls set free 

Are leading the van of the army
That fights for liberty.

Brothen in death, in glory.
The same palm branches bear, 

And the crown is as bright p’er the sable brows
As over the golden hair.”

THE POSITION OF THE NEGRO TOWARDS THE SPAN
ISH-AMERICAN WAR.

J. M. HENDERSON, D. D.—New York.

There has been no*time in the history of the Afro-Amercan, 
either as a slave or as a citizen, when so much relating to the 
shaping of his destiny has depended upon his own utterances 
and deeds as is true right now.

Since the Philadelphia convention of 1787, when Mr. Mad, 
son declared that the states were divided into different interests 
by the effects of their having or not having slaves, down to yes
terday, when the Governor of Georgia decided that the military 
organizations need not apply for recognition in the National 
Guards of the State, the Negro has been before the public mind 
and an element in many of the great political, social and eco
nomic questions that have confronted the nation. Until recent
ly, the Negro has been but an element in these questions, but 
of late, he is becoming to be a conscious factor and is thus be
ing recognized.

When the emancipation ot the slaves was talked of as a 
probability, years ago, one of the questions that used to be asked 
was, “What will you do with the Negro when you free him?” 
This question based upon the idea that the Negro was not an el
ement which American civilization could assimilate.

The friends of the Negro contended that he possessed all 
the qualities of true manhood, and later on, contended that he 
would make a good citizen.

Those who thought less favorably of the capabilities of the^ 
Negro advocated that he be returned to Africi or allowed only a 
Restricted citizenship in America. It was their opinion that the 
Negro, being separated from the social life of the community, 
could' never enter into full sympathy with the sentiments, mo
tives and activities that dominate the life of the American peo
ple, and that as citizens, he would be a dangerous element when
ever great moral, social, economic or political questions were to 
be adjusted by an appeal to the ballot.

Until this day, the world does not believe that the Negro 
vote is detemined by the same influences that determine the bal
lot Of the white men. They do not think that the Negro vote is 
influenced by opinions as to the merits or demerits of measures 
proposed by the contending parties, but believe that he either 
votes according to a blind sentiment or else is bought up by 
money or promise of office.
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The decided stand taken in politics by Nego Democrats has 
done much to elevate the race in the esteem of the world.

It has been shown that the Negro is capable of rising far e- 
nough above the sway of mere sentiment to be influenced by an 
opinion. Both Republicans and Democrats respect a voter who 
is supposed to follow his honest convictions.

Conditions are now such that the entire country is forced to 
recognize the fact of the citizenship of the Negro and to watch, 
with much concern, the position he will assume in relation to 
certain great and grave questions. In this present instance, the 
Negro can not be thought of and treated as a mere element, but 
must be regarded as a factor, a conscious, intelligent and self
directing factor. It is not now a question of “What shall we 
do with the Negro?" but the question is, “What will the Negro 
do?”

.Those who have all along claimed that the Negro would 
never come to have the feelings of a citizen and live upon the 
high plane of true patriotism are now delighted when they hear 
or read the unpatriotic utterances of the presumptuous individ
uals who dare to pretend that they speak the sentiments of the 
race when they denounce America and disclaim any concern for 
the flag. If it were actually true that such are the sentiments of 
the colored people of America, then, indeed, it was a mistake 
to make, them citizens. If there are seven millions of people 
here who disclaim any respect or love for the flag, then, indeed, 
are they a dangerous element. So long as such wrong senti
ments find utterance only from the ignorant and uninfluential, 
no great injury will result, but when leading pulpits and con
spicuous papers allow such terrible expressions to be sent forth 
with their sanction, then we are made to feel great fear as to the 
ultimate consequences.

The Negro has failed to respond to the influences of Amer
ican civilization if his heart does not beat in sympathy with the 
sentiment of brotherly love that has lead America to go to the 
rescue of the down-trodden people of blpeding Cuba.

All that is said of the injustices done us here is true, but. 
not a single mob was ever composed of men who were swayed 
by the sentiments that have called the present great army to war. 
The same great feelings that now lead America to reach out her ■ 
arm to the oppressed of Cuba will one day lead her to rescue 
the Negro of America from his oppression, just as it once deliv
ered him from slavery.

We should condemn the-mob that lynches, but not the ar
my that rescues. We should denounce the base prejudice that 
denies our rights as men, but we should be first among those

■ ' .
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who are led on to the noble deeds of the lofty sentiment that 
demands the freedom of Cuba. All of the bishops of the great 
A. M. E. church stand forth as patriots, and their worthy exam
ple is followed by the vast majority of the great army of preach
ers. XGovernor Black has accepted our offer to raise a colored 
regiment in New York, should the future warrant it, and the 
world will see, should the call be made, that the Negro is a true 
American citizen. Not only would we undertake to raise a regi
ment, but we would contend that Lieut. Flipper or Lieut. 
Young should be chief among its officers.

We must all remember that after a while, the war will be 
over and in the long period of calm and reflection, the people 
will give much consideration to the utterances and acts of the 
Negro in the moment of great trial.

Let history fail to find one single unpatriotic utterance 
which may be ascribed to us as a people. Whatever our desti
ny as a race may be, it is to be under Old Glory. One day, the 
noble principles for which Old Glory stands will be practiced 
everywhere.

THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST.
Rev. A. J. BROWN, B. D.— West Va.

“ And not only so, but we also joy in God through our. Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have received the atonement." Rom. 
5-“-

The sacrificial work of Jesus Christ, as set forth and taught 
in the Scriptures under the doctrine of atonement, is one of the 
great distinguishing features of the gospel. There is no subject 
connected with the whole scheme of redemption that is of more 
vital importance than the atonement of Christ.

Among the Jews, under the Mosaic laws, there were many 
striking ceremonies which plainly prefigured, symbolized and 
typified the death of Christ as an atonement for sin. The in- 

■ stitution of 4the rite of sacrifice, soon after the fall of Adam and 
Eve, evidently typified the atoning sacrifice that would be off
ered by Christ. Even Abel approached God, by means of a 
bloody sacrifice, in offering to God the firstlings of his flock/ 
Abraham and Noah offered to God sacrifices. The institution 
of the Great Day of Atonement in the Jewish system of religious 
worship, as a day for the ceremonial purification of the whole
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congregation of Israel, on which day, the priest went into the 
Holy of Holies to make an atonement for himself and the peo
ple, was one of the most important and solemn days that oc
curred among the Jews. This great day of Atonement among 
thojews was but a prototype of the great, solemn and awful day 
when Cfirist would- atone for our sins on Calvary. AU the off
erings and sacrifices of the patriarchal and Jewish age pointed 
out the “ Lamb of God" that would atone for the sins of the 
world. Every altar that sent forth its smoke and streamed with 
blood was directed to Calvary. Christ was, indeed, then, the 
the central figure to which all Jewish sacrifices had reference; 
He was the consummation of all former sacrifices.

Having indicated in these preliminary remarks, the general 
scope of the subject, “Atonement of Christ,” we desire to pro
ceed to consider the following propositions :

I. The nature of the Atonement.
II. Thii necessity of the Atonement,
III. The extent of the Atonement.
IV. The value of the Atonement. And in conclusion, the 

results of the Atonement.
I. The nature of the Atonement.

In undertaking to examine into the Nature of the Atone
ment, we are of the opinion that you would better understand 
its nature, were we to define what is meant by the term, Atone
ment. To define it, we, therefore, give the following : Atone
ment is the satisfaction paid to Divine Justice, for the sins'of 
mankind, by the death of Jesus Christ,'by virtue of which death, 
all true believing penitents in Christ, are reconciled .to God, and 
are thus freed from the penalty of their sins and entitled to eter-. 
nal life. This definition may be regarded as a theological one. 
To properly understand its etymological signification, will re
quire an examination, both of the Hebrew and the Greek words 
from which it is derived. The Hebrew word for Atonement 
means to cover over; to appease and placate and to atone lor 
an offender. Thus,/David said : “Blessed is he whose sin is 
covered.” Ps. 32 : 1, that is, whose sin is blotted out by the 
blood of the Atonement and thus hid. “And Moses said unto 
Aaron : Take a censer aud put fire therein from off the altar and 
put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation and make' 
an atonement for them : for there is wrath gone out from the 
Lord ; .the plague is begun ; and Aaron did as Moses command
ed him and the plague was stayed.” Num. 16: 46-50.

The Greek word for atonement in our text, when properly 
translated means reconciling or reconciliation. The most prop-
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er Greek word for atonement means to make propitiation or d- 
tonement for ; to expiater

The.English word for atonement may be given thus : at-one, 
and literally-means a setting at one ; hence, to reconcile. Thus 
Shakespeare, nature’s great poet, used the word, atonement, to 
express the idea qf reconciliation : “ He desires to make atone
ment betwixt the Duke of Gloucester and your brothers." The 
next questiqn which naturally comes up for consideration is that 
as to the origin of atonement. After man had sinned against 
his Maker, insulted and violated Heaven's righteous laws and 
his sins, causing a dark and impenetrable curtain to hang be
tween his soul and God, the gloomy mystery was : how shall he 
again approach an offended God? No ryorship of his would be 
acceptable to heaven until the barrier between his soul and God 
be taken out of the way. • The gates of Paradise, when he was 
expelled from Eden, had been closed against him : “ So he 
drove out the man ; and he placed at the east of the garden of 
Ederi, cherubim and a flaming sword which turned every way to 
keep the way of the tree of of life.” Gen. 3 : 24. How deplor
able was man’s condition after being excluded from the Paradise 
of God ! His own sins had excluded him from the light of hea
ven and made him a stranger to virtue - an alien to God. Were 
he to give his own body to be a sacrifice for sin, it would not 
suffice to appease the wrath of heaven or redeem his soul from 
death and hell. Were he to sacrifice the blood of beasts upon a 
thousand altars as an oblation for his guilty soul, it would not 
avert the vengeance of an offended God, nor expiate or atone for 
Ijis transgressions. Thus, we see that man in his lost condition 
is unable to provide a way. of escape for himself— a ransome is 
beyond his power. To devise a plan by which .he can again 
have communion with his God, is beyond his finite conception. 
Even the angels upon the blissful plains of glory who have wit
nessed their companions, the rebellious angels, who have not 
kept their first estate, cast down to hell and placed in chains to 
be reserved until the day of judgment to be punished, doubtless, 
looked for the same fate to befall rebellious mak. They evi
dently expected man 's'eternal banishment and destruction from 
the presence of the eternal God. Though angels were left to 
their own fate, yet the commiseration of heaven is moved for 
guilty man. The infinite God, who, in the court of heaven de
vised the plan by which man’s sins could be atoned for. Why 
this way of atonement from earth to heaven was marked out, is 

' is not only a deep mystery to angels,' but is an unrevealed se
cret in the gospel and an amazing wonder to the universe.



"Not Gabriel asks the reason why, s
Nor God the reason gives."

Thus, we are lead to repeat the words of the hymn :
“ Grace first contrived the way

' To save rebellious man ;
And all the steps that grace display, 
Which drew the wondrous plan."

II. The necessity of the Atonement.
In discussing the necessity of the Atonement, we do not 

claim or undertake to set forth the fact that God was under any 
binding or compulsory obligations, so far as man was concerned, 
to provide an atonement, or that there was even any absolute 
necessity on the part of the Divine Being, for sinful man’s re
covery, by way of the atonement. So we do not wish to be un
derstood as asserting that God was under any compulsion, what
ever, of saviim rebellious man, but must exempt Him from any 
such compulsion. For had He acted toward fallen man, as in 
the case of the rebellious angels, who, after violating the law of 
heaven,, were forever driven from the Divine presence, to suffer 
the consequences of their own sins, there could not have been 
any charge against the Divine Being, no suspicion resting upon 
His character nor any malediction attached to the administra
tion of Divine Justice. Had such a course been pursued by the 
omniscient God, His eternal throne would still have dazzled with 
brightness and its divine rectitude remained the same. God had 
determined as a punishment for sin, the penalty of death ; and 
thus declared through the prophet: “ The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die.” Ez. 18:4. Seeing that God was under no com
pulsion or necessity to provide an atonement for the saving of 
man, what, then, are we to understand by the necessity of the 
atonement?' By the necessity of the atonement, we are to un
derstand that it was God’s own free act of grace and the volun
tary exercise of His own sovereign will which prompted him to 
provide His own Son as a sacrificial atonement for sin : “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only.begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ev
erlasting life.” J no. 3 : 16. Thus, the necessity of the atone
ment arose from the fact that the exercise of God’s divine grace 
was indispensible to man’s salvation and to a consistent exercise 
of His mercy toward man in his fallen and sinful state. With
out the exercise of God’s mercy, which was prompted by his 
own free will, no provision for man’s recovery would have been 
possible, and he would still be in the broad road to destruction, 
with no possible way of recovery. To say that divine wisdom, 
in providing the atonement, as the means by which men are to
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be saved, could not have devised any other plan, or that in de
vising this one, the divine resources were exhausted, would be 
to cast a stigma upon the omniscient Being. While there may 
have been other ways devised by the Eterml God to save man 
from eternal destruction, yet as the atonement was adopted, we 
must admit, that the -jends of justice must be consistently and 
wisely met in the one brought forth. The necessity of the atone
ment comes about in^the next place, from the fact, that the love 
of God, could only be-made manifest to the world through Jesus 
Christ. This fact is clearly brought out when we read : “ Here 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for. our sins,”—First John 4: 10. 
In view of this passage of scripture, it is evident that the bound
less love of God, was the originating and the moving cause, 
which prompted Him to provide an atonement for sin, by send
ing His Son into the world. When the divine prophetic inter
rogation was heard exclaiming : “ Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?,” the Son answers, “ Here am I, send me.” In 
showing the necessity of the atonement, as being the source 
through which the love of God is manifested to the world, it may 
be argued, that there was antecedent love existing in the bosom 
of the eternal God, which moved His sympathy and called forth 
His compassion for sinful and rebellious man. While this idea 
of antecedent love, in the bosom of the Father maj' be feasible, 
and even an admissible fact, yet, without the atonement of Christ, 
that love could not, in harmony with the divine law, express 
itself, in the salvation of the sinner, so as to meet the mandates 
of divine justice. It was love that caused the' Father to give 
His Son to die for a lost world. It was love that caused the 
Son to come into the world and give Himself a ransome for sin..

To be continued
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Rev. R. D. Wynn, pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist Church, 
New York City, was born of slave parents in Nottoway county, 
Va., August 4th, 1852. He came to Peterburg in the fall of 
1865, entered the public school there, remaining in school just 
one week, leaving to take a situation in a grocery store where he 
worked for four years, taking lessons at the same time from a 
grandson of his former master. He left Petersburg for New 
York in the fall of 1869, and secured a situation with a surgeon 
dentist for whom he worked eight years, going to night school 
at the same time. He was converted March gth, 1871 and was 
baptized into the membership of the Abyssinian Church by Rev. 
Wm. Spelman. He served as a trustee of the Church for three 
years, was ^ecretary of the Sunday School for three years, and 
sang on the choir for four years. ' He was licensed to preach 
June 27, 1876. He studied under Rev. Wm. Spelman, his pastor, 
and took special lessons from Rev. Henry Highland Garnett, D. 
D. He was ordained pastor of the Messian Baptist Church, at 
Yonkers, N. Y. in July, 1878. He accepted a call to the Mt.
Calvary Baptist Church, Norwich, Conn in 1879. and served this 
Church for seven years, during which time, he purchased for his 
people their present meeting house, formarly owned by the First 
Baptist Church. In Dec. 1885, he was called to the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church, New York City, the Church in which he was 
converted, baptized and licensed. He entered upon the work 
January, 1886. When he came he found the old church of his 
first love scattered by strife and division. Here he entered upon 
the work with much misgiving, as the fire and smoke of battle 
had not died out. During his twelve .years as pastor the mem
bership has increased from less than 300 to 905; More than 500 
of these have been baptized by him.

.He has served as Treasurer of the New England Baptist 
Missionary Convention for nine years, and he was re-elected at 
the meeting held in Brooklyn, N. Y. June 16, 1898.
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EDITORIALS.
I_____________________

THE GEORGIA BAPT. MAN AND THE HAGAZINE.

The National Baptist Magazine for April, 1898 has just cotne to us and comes 
from Virginia Seminary, Lynchburg Va. Dr. W. Bishop Johnson is still mana
ging editor, but we find no editorial of his in this issue. The contributed arti
cles and two sermons which the Magazine contains are very fine b,ut the mate
rial used and workmanship upon the present issue dois not come up to standard 
set in the beginning. The present.issue is No. 1 of Vol. VI. We have not had 
a copy of the Magazine before in a long time and supposed its publication had 
been suspended. Our opinion is that of some of us who are working for the 
cause away down south in Dixie were given an opportunity we could do better 
with the .Magazine than is being done. What say you. Dr. Johnson ?—Ca. 
Buf'tist.

The Magazine plant was moveci to Lynchburg, Va. as a mat
ter of convenience—not of compulsion. Our church work was 
so heavy it was impossible to give attention to the details of a 
printing office. We cannot see why the removal of these press
es should be made a subject of comment since it still belongs to 
Negro Baptists, its ownership never having been transferred.

We submit the mechanical makeup to any good judge, for 
comparison with any previous number, and venture to say, they 
will pronounce it, in every respect, as good and in many better. 
We have sent the Magazine regularly to the G<t. Buptiat since 
it was established. We have never missed an issue and are sur
prised at the Ga. Baptiat'a assertion that the “April Number” 
“is not up to the standard set in the beginning in the face of 
another statement, following fast after the above, that “We have 
not seen the Magazine before in a long time.” How do you 
i^pow it is not up to the standard, Doctor ? Verily you must 
have a remarkable memory. Why draw a sectional line and in
sinuate that the brethren- “ down in Dixie ” could do better than 
is being done. We think it very late, to discover this astound
ing (?) fact. After we have struggled to secure and pay for a 
first-class plant and worked up a‘ strong subscription list, so that 
among Negro periodicals, the Magazine is regarded as a fixture. 
Brer White, you are late, so late, yet some one has said, “Bet
ter late than never," therefore, we are- thankful for your good 

’ intentions and venture the assertion, that it would be better to 
improve on the thing already in your hands.
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DENOfllNATIONAL CRITICS.
132

We cannot see why Negroes persist in hinting that breth
ren connected with our Foreign Mission Board are dishonest. 
These senseless criticisms that savor of crookedness, can do the 
cause no good, and only serve to reflect discredit upon their au
thors. No man has a right to make any statement that ques
tions the honesty of his fellow, unless he absolutely tells the 
truth and even though he may be in possession of truth; he only 
has the moral right to use it in this way, when it is intended to 
serve the best and highest interest of the public. In the state
ments made by many of our papers, the truth has not been told, 
the facts in rebuttal having been given by the most competent 
testimony. The men constituting our boards are among the 
best in the country. Their characters, as pastors, scholars, 

‘ CWistian ministers, as® beyond reproach. Even if they were 
wrong, the columns oPthe public press are not the place to try 
them. It only shows, to other denominations, that Baptist 
church polity and practice issvery weak and rotten, if there is no 
way to punish the guilty, without parading their wrongs before 
the eyes of the enemies of the denomination aud race.

If this thing were done by ignorant people, there might be 
some excuse, but this mud-slinging business is indulged in by 
men, whose educational advantages, as well as good common 
sense, ought to dictate otherwise. An old adage says something 
about “chickens coniing home to roost.” “ Jrerbum sat sapienti."

THE DISTRICT CONVENTION.

The District Foreign Mission Convention, organized at 
Washington, D. C. in Dec., ’97, was brought into existence as an 
improvement upon the National Baptist Convention and its 
methods of conducting African Mission Work. It has been in 
existence over six months and if it has done anything for the 
cause, it has been kept dreadfully secret. There should be no 
excuse. As we understand it, Virginia holds African Mission 
money, which has been contributed by the churches for several 
years and this would make a good fund to start with. We can
not see why the new organization has not done something. They 
charge the Rational Convention with doing nothing, but must 
have a care lest this charge fall back upon themselves. If .tjiey 
wanted a field, there it is, in poor bleeding Africa^ and since the 

D’strict body was not organized to antagonize the National Con
vention, it has only to send through the regularly authorized 
channel and get credit for it. Why keep starving Africa out of 
the gospel to satisfy personal ambition and punish brethren 
whose plans we cannot agree upon ?

‘ "WHERE ARE THE NINE?”

At the last session of the Virginia Bapt. State Convention, 
its membership was reported as being 34,000 out of 250,000 
Baptists in the state. Why are so few represented ? Can an 
organization representing something over one eighth of all the 
Baptists in the .state be considered a state convention ? There 
is something radically wrong somewhere. It would be well for 
the leading spirits of the Convention to turn their attention from 
personal differences and do some vigorous missionary work 
among the rank and file of Va. Baptists, in order to utilize these 
scattered forces. Why do the brethren not represent ? There
’S a large number of District Associations, Sunday-school Un- 
ijns and Conventions, Missionary and Educational Societies, 
that do not send a single delegate to the annual meeting nor a 
single dollar to assist in Home or Forei'gn Mission work. There, 
is danger of organizations as well as individuals, robbing Peter 
to pay Paul. We should not allow one object of our work to 
absorb all others. It may be in the zeal for-educational work, . 
Foreign and Home missions have been allowed to starve. Let 
Virginia bestir itself along all lines.

NEGRO BAPTIST BENEVOLENCE.
In the annual report of the A. B. H. M. Society, the state

ment is made, that during the year of 1896-97, Negro Baptists 
have given in money, from individuals and churches $17,580.15, 
and from all sources, including board, tuition and undesignated 
funds, $112,393.91.

This is a splendid showing for Negro Baptists and shows 
them to be in the closest kind of co-operative relationship with 
the Society. The Society will please accept our thanks for giv
ing prominence to this class of contributors, so that our friends 
may see that we not only consume, but remunerate. It is often 
said Negro Baptists don’t raise as much money for education and 
missions as other denominations. The fact is we raise more.
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Other denominations contribute only through one source ; we, 
through The A. B, H. M. Society and Educational Board of ‘ 
National Convention, Educational and Missionary Money, Mis
sionary Uuion and Foreign Mission Board, African Mission 
money, A. B. Py Society and National Publishing Board, Books 
and I. S. periodical money, and also through independent 
sources. Now, when we come to the sum total, we have given 
more than the rest. Our fault, however, lies in the multitude 
of sources, and thus we are handicapped when we attempt to 
make a strong showing, since it is almost impossible to get a 
statement of the moneys actually contributed for African Mis
sions (except by our own Board) and the money expended for 
periodicals of theK Publication Society. Our brethren should 
stop booming everybody but themselves, and have denomina- 
f’ona pride enough ^hold up what we are actually doing. If 
the Home Mission Society says we gave #112,393.91, you may 
rest assured that that amount came out of the earnings of the ' 
Negro race.
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THE PENN. STATE S. S. CONVENTION.

The Pennsylvania State Sunday-school Convention held its 
session at Steelton, Pa. in May. It is a good body, consisting 
of the cream of the denomination in the Keystone state. Much 
of this convention’s prestige and usefulness is due to the wise 
ahd unselfish leadership of that prince of taymen, John S. Trow- 
er, of Germantown. The growth of this body is phenomenal. 
Organized five years ago with a few schools, mainly from Phila
delphia, it now numbers nearly every school in the entire state. 
Its sessions were dignified and interesting. The reports of the 
year showed remarkable progress in Sunday-school work. There 
is a great future for the State Sunday-school Convention of 
Pennsylvania. We congratulate the brethren upon their har
monious sessions, able sermons, well prepared papers, and high- 
toned spirituality that pervaded the meetings.

THE WEST VIRGINIA CONVENTION.

THE MARYLAND BAPT. STATE CONVENTION.

The Maryland Baptist State Convention which met in Bal
timore m the month of May, was not as largely attended as in 
former years ; neither were the sessions as interesting. This is 
due to two or three things: dissensions of long standing 
among churches who formerly held their membership in the Con
vention. The President’s disposition to carry measureaS 
“1T'?St the '**1in,eres,s 01 ,he denomination 
and race. The lack of an up to date program and the discuss- 
rionn wi t°Se SU?jeCtS “S ?hould insPire churches and delega
tion-with new hope and increased endeavor 8
, Tie}inV?ntion Seemed to have been on its last legs, and

*•
• We hope the Maryland brethren will take hold of their State 

Convention and make it a power for good. This can only be 
done by eliminating every feeling of selfishness and doing the 
work in the spirit of the Master. e ine

The West Va. Convention which held its annual session at 
Charleston, W. Va., had one of the grandest sessions m its his
tory. It was indeed a model Convention for intelligence, order, 
deep interest in all questions affecting the Kingdom of Christ, 
a jealous care lest the representatives of the de(?om^aJ.1°nn^ 
not given ample time to present their work, and a Chnst-like 
sdirit prevading the whole. We predict a great future for the 
Convention. Much of its progress and prosperity is due to the 
wise leadership and impartial ruling of its president. Rev. C. H. - 
Pavne D. D., who with his large heart and giant intellect, re
inforced by a very practical education (for he is a member of 
the state Legislature, Attorney at Law, and pastor—a rare com
bination and one easily carried). Dr. Payne rules well.

The Foreign Mission work was looked after by Rev. Dr. 
A I Smith who reported an increase of interest and money.

The Educational work found an able and eloquent repre
sentative in Prof. G. W. Hayes, who simply charmed white and 
black with his honeyed words and held them with a cables 
strength by his irresistible logic. ui

Rev. Vass told of the A. B. P. Society in his inimitable 
wav That society will never get another Vass. He is worth 
th^e times the salary he gets. Some of his co-workers, who 
are akin to him in racial faith, ought to give him D. D. W 
are sure his scholarship merits it every time and his untinrig ef
forts in behalf of this society should emphasize it.
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