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REV. DR. J. E. JONES,

Eminent Educator, Journalist and Pulpit Orator. Virginia
has never produced 2 ngbler son' and Virginia Baptists have
long since enshrined him forever in their best affections.

THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE.

A Review of the Article Styled Negto Baptist Puhlist-
iog House. .

i A }. SMITH—Montgomery; W. Va.

Any careiul reader of the Magazine can easily read btween
the lines of theseveral articles published in tha June pumber aid
see the position taken by the able divines venturing tHeir
thoughts upon the scrutinizing bulletin of the Baptist btethet-
hBod relative to the great question of racial venture and denomi-
national entetprise.

The stern facts that we must face the issue sguarely—
without fear or favor and if Baalbe God serve Him, but if the
Lotd of heavenbe God, serve Him; for there is no . middfe
ground tp be taken at this creduious moment of our denomina-
tional crisis—

(1) In the article by Dr. C. H. Payne, ot this state he says,

«Mbst of the discussion has been uanecessary, misleading and
injuricus,"” relative to the establishing of 2 Publisting House
for the publication of Sunday Schoo! and other literature by
Negro Bajrists.

The question is, why should there br any discussion a-
monjgst the members of any particular race or anybody else
when & Christian denomination undertakes to do a credible and
legal business; to add personal orth, stimulate inteilectual pur-
suits, employ dormant talent and give the denominatlon a lit-
erary standing with the Christian brotherhood of the world?

All Christians would answer and say no, there should be en-
coutagement, instead of discouragement and for u mehiber of thnt

_ partiéniat denomination ta attempt hilitferance in dediomination-
al progeess is perfidy nud disleyalty in tie highest sbhse of the
word.
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Again, we inquire as to the origin of the discussion, It seems
to me that it came about this way.

The aggressive part of the Baptist ministry believe that in
order to secure the best results and obtain the true aim with
wh:cb our attainment had fitted us for successful christinn work,
the time had fully come for us to establish a Publishing House
for our denomination. Hence the creation of this Publishing
House, Its marvelous success In lest than three years has more
than proved the wisdom of the scheme. .

The other part of the colored Baptist ministry, though with
much intelligence, seem (o have no idea of the accomplishment
of such a great enterprise at this time, and prophesied its fail-
gre, not only so,_but took the opinion af the majority of our white
hr_ethren wha said that one publishing house for the Baptists of
this country was sufficient.  And we are sorry to say that many
of our colored brethren proceeded to work against the scheme
for colored Baptists to establish own and control a Publishing
House, and they did this by conversation, articles in newspapers
:t?d oftherwlse]y—for what reason we failed to understand, other
ta]iile oir :lt:e fishes and loaves which occasionally fali from the
i hitetfl t ef rich~——and from their position they seem to think
e :i; ?r;.'w should satisfy the whole aggressive colored Bap-
. Again, the Doctorsays '] feel, however, that Negr
tists, or many of them who have been ]eading, in the ;gug]isf};l?rl:g
effort should have steered clear of that vgly rut into which so
many p]e_ often fall, viz; that of placing themselves in the
attitude of miserable ingrates and seeking to destroy everything
and everybody who does not agree with them, not simply in the
final end sought, but in the miniutest detail of means and meth-
ods used. " i

.The language admits of no comment relative to the Doctor's
position, but we will say that the only sea on which this great
ship of. enterprise could sail was the business world, and the
water is only navigable to needful shores of colored Sunday
Schools and the commercial business will be forever augmented
b}r t.he continual contribution of the colored man’s brain in pub-
hshm‘g ramphlets and books weitten by our race. As to the
question of *‘Togratés, ” we answer if paying for ninety-five per
cent, of ali the literature that we have received for over thirty
years and the annual contribution from thousands of Sunday

f;;::ols do not make us grateful, we have no futher apology te
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He says again,.*] fear, however, that some of our brethren,
in their zeal for the ceuse of the Publishing House, are neglect-’
ing other branches of our great denominational work and are en-
deavoring to make every effort subserve the publishing effort,”
etc, . This is not true ip any sense of the word, but like. other
agents, when we see strenuous efort made to defeat the grand
scheme of our Publishing [ouse by unchristian means and al-
maost bribery, we lift our voices in the defence of our demomina-
tiop and, if our brethren fail to do their duty th the other depart- -
ment of the work, it more clearly places them as enemies of the
great National Baptist Convention and reguires no philosophet
to see that to divide the National Baptist Convention means de-
feat, not only to one department of its work, but to all of it,
and it is very strange thar those men who are now endeavoring
to shape the policy of the National Baptist Convention are not
patronizing the Publishing House, but are lobbying with agents
3f other Houses and passing resolutions to buy their Sunday
School supplies elsewhere. Let us beware of those who are try- |
ing to serve two masters. [ ask what do the colered Baptists
think of such forced leaders? . I am sure, from my personal ob-
servation of the colored Baptists they do not represent the sent-
iment of the people, for the majority of the Sunday Schools in
this.state and others where | have traveled were in favor of our
Publishing House and our brethren may gote the truthfulness of
this assertion by the increased orders for supplies from the dif-
ferent states under my charge.

{ 11) The Rev. G. B. Howard B. D., of Penn., hasanother
article on the great subject of a colored Baptist Publishiog
House, which is in many respects commendable; but we cannot
agree with him in toto. He says, ¢ A great many of us fee] that
undue prominence was given to this publishing scheme over the
legtimate wark of the National Baptist Convention, which is and
of right oughtto be foreign mission work. ™ He also admits
that the Publishing House is one of the ¢ bonés of contention ™
and intimates that the literature should not be labeled the ‘¢ Na-
tional Baptist Enterprise.”

And then’after saying many other things in keeping with
the views of our opponents says, ¢ Since this isa purely businees
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entgrprige, let it be lifted from the shouiders of the Nationai
Biplwt Copvention.

¢ fail 1o see where “‘undue prominence” has ever been
gl¥ed 16 the publishing sthéme neglecting any part of the work
a5 carriet by the National Baptist Convention and if the Canven-
tion did not give it promineace, I ask wherewith woutd it have
had any suppore? s it not a child of the Convention born with-
out ceie or a dollar and would have died in St. Louis, Mo., had

it not been for the care and support given it by the strongest X

supporters of thie National Convention? And we think it bears
on its progressive face the rightful inscription. »

‘Whose image is it? Certainly the National Baptist Con-
vention's. Then render to it the things which beiongs to that
great organization which represents the mark?.d )iterary, indus-
trial and distinctive history of the colored Baptists of this country.

Dt. Howard, says, ¢ Lift the Publishing House {rom the
strong shoulders of the National Baptist Convention.” T say po,
no a thousand times, for it would find no rest {or the sole of its
feet, but ‘'would die without ceremony if it can not rvest
upon the shoulders of its supporters and founders, certainly
it cannot rest upon the narrow bones of its opposers. Since it
came ibto existence against the efforts of its opposers and has
lived until now and its wonderful suceess is indicative of a long
stay oo earth. Let us rally to its support, for its every enemy
koows, whatwhen ever we divide, it will surely die. So the on-
ly honorable thing to my mind for colored Baptists to do is to
give it their moral, financial, and intellectual support.

THe article by Rev. C. H. Clark, D. D. answered [ully the
iniportance bf doing viir own publishing and thinking, Itisa
fact beyond controyersy that we are separate from the white
brethren in 2l our work, we differ materially in our grand make-
up, thopghts and practice of teaching, even the Bible itself.
Then the necessity is evident lor a separate Publishing House
from a moral, intellectual and busineas point of view. Our mor-
al fieneas is essential. to writing for our Suaday School, aa well
as our ingellectual qualification,and it.is certainly high time that
we wete beginning lo manifest our business capabilities in own-
ing;managing and controlling such institutions of worth and ment.
al compstitien lives upon its own merits—demand bids for snp.
ply, . The demand for such ao enterprise is great. God gradt
that the colored man’s genius and ability may prove transten d-
en apd before auother decade;there will not be left one to advo-
cate the révérse:
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WOPMAN IN THE CHURCH.
Mgs. M. E. STEWARP—Keogucky.

Frum the very eacliest establishment of the ohurch, fhrough
#)1 atages of its hisfory, jn proeperity and in adversity, woman
bas beey pronjneut as 8 worker. It is ssid alie waa the last at
the orgas, the first At the tomb und waa the Bpecial juesaenger of
the Lord to carcy to the disoiples the zlad tidings that he had
rigen from the dead, as he said.

The same sympathy aod sentiment which actnated these
good wowmen, move and impel the woman to-day, so that no good
work i isauguarated or prosecuted in which she is not ao inter-
ested and ardent worker.

This condition does not always grow nut of the fact that wo-
man is more devout than others, but rather that the sympathies
sad affectione which are peculiarly hers, enable her to consecrate
hergell more thoroughly to a good object, aad to work mere in-
cessantly and patiently for its success,

Being confiding and trustiul, she easily accepts a gospel
trath, coafides in its precivus promises, snd conforms ber life to
jta teachings. This is attested by the fact that today, three-
fourths of the members of our churches are composed of women
and nearly all the money raised for denowinatlonal enterprives
vomes from her scantily fllled pocket book. Woman, if any-
thing, ia charitable, generons and bhenevolent mud her willing-
ness to do for the Maater comes rather from the ocoudition, than
becanse she is trained or because she is enconraged. Often what
she does ia done under protest 6r objection from the pastor who
oughl to advise and encourage evary geod work.

Frequsntly, she is williog to do mngh more for desominatian-
al sntsrprises then abe ia allowed to do, hesunse of abjsction ar
hindrance {ram those’ wha are the tsedam. The Bandsy eshools
of today wre dalng & gasst des! mam than many suppse io
maplding the veligious ssntiment of adr yoang peopla and in di-
recting effors in welipious wark, st it is sade 4o bey that nine-
tanjhs of the tescliers icaps Manday sohools 39 women. The
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.ﬂundsy-s.choo]a, being & part of the church work, makes the wo-
ko a0 important factor, not only in eugaging in the work of
the chureh a8 it ia commonly nnderajood, but also places her
where she can even make the future church what she deasires it
to be. Thisydeadement is not mwmde with a view of intimatiug®
that we purpoee to change the policy of the church bot rather
t0 impress wpon the women the weighty responaibilities‘which
reat upon her in ali the posjtions where she may labor in the
-w.ork of saving men, and,in eatablishing and spreading the
kingdom of our . Jhriat, LThp misgionary work of the chareh hag
#n grdent friend acd & special advacate among women. You
caz often hear of g “Womsn's Missionary Soviety,” but seldom

if l.aver, 4 “Men’a Missionary Society,?” * The mey are often as’-
‘Bociated in the work, but by cemmon consent or some other
€AUSE, igsionary enterprises ape enceuraged to lcok to womsan

a8 1ts moet urdent friend and advocate. A wise maa should use

every element of strength in furthering the BuCOERs

movement and if the Nationg| Bapiigt Gon\'eutionoifa;?;f{rﬁ

thia great element of,dts strength—womwan—in the furtherance
+of it gbjects, it will be uawise, As willing 23 g woman

be.tg. ldbor for the sucosss of theé local work of the chureh n:;ye

18 juat a5 willing to sacrifice to make our great denoﬁninationrzmd

;zn:;::n v..blmin‘ nnder God in saving wen and spreading His

.

<+ CRITICISModTS ADVANTAGE TO THE BIBLE,
“= * " By Rew MABRK-THOMPSON, A_ M.

1 "
Cp ST
~In this paper, the. word arificiem is osed somewha
X ‘ ¢ broadly.
-Sa,oh-nouly-sp Rt b0 what is kuown #s Aigher eriticism b:t )
to every assertion,which the frlends of the Bible have feared
or it;‘h eneémies hoped would destroy its anthenticicy.
vy @ present .age differs from thase of the I.tln
‘Teapects ; bt in Tothing does 1£4difer so redically s 1n the L.
-eral-akeptical tendency by whipch itis oharacterized, o
Religioualy, the times are qut of joint, It ds maid that mi

-
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son became partially popularized io the days of Paschal but that
the eatire seventeenth century, after arguing all of each morning
about reason ané by means of reason, was wont to go to chureh
at night and gay its prayers and falt usleep at the oide of its
mother whose word made doabts te be both rare and wicked,

Tlis s an age of doubt. Rever:ntly and irreverently, me
are questioving everything, especially the Bible, The iufl.|«t
feels that ‘‘a decent respect to the vpiujona of maukivd’ calls
upon hinr to give a reason for his infidelity. He readily per-
ceives that this eaunot he dove satisfictorily unless be van Fet
el to believe that the Bible is not trustworthy.

Though there are thosein the Christiag fumily whoe, like Elj,
are sitting by, trembling for the atk, there are others who bave
not “the affection that asks few questions™ respecting it.

While we @o not advoeate hitliolatry, yet we caunot but de-
plore what has been properly cilled ‘“‘the wodern bolduers of
temper in the treatiment of the sacred text”

In such a time as this, may we not well ask, what has the
effect of criticism oo the Biblet That the Bible bas gained by
criticisin ie evident to al), who have made u stndy of the subject.

In the first phace, the Bible bas gained by criticism ia that
eriticism has cunsged it to reeceive careluland thorough study.

There are more pchoelurs engayed in Bible study today than
ever before, The Bible bas bLecome pepular Jargely from the
the fact it bas been #ssailed. I make a distinetion between
mere reading of the Bible and studying it. Itis well to do
the fcrmer. It is better to do the [atter, 1 menn by the atudy
of the Bible the using of all legitimate means to get at and un-
derstand the truths it teaches, It is an endeaver to discover
the beauty, consistency and divine character of the Scriptures.

Meu are disposed to becone siugguish even in sacrert thinga
and thus often fail to secure the best results, By assaulting the
citadel of our faith, criticism has gquickened onr energy and set
un afresh at tbe work enr Lord assigned te us—searching the
Seriptares. 1

By hard, psinstaking suod prayerful study of the Bible,
christian exegetes have becomeable to kuock away the under-pin-
nings from 1noet of the skeptical objections to it, It was criti-



150

cism, be it remembereil, that called forih this “ingennity of cx-
ezesis.’! When was there ever hefore 8o much writlen about
the Bible or the. Bible was the anbiect of 80 many adidlressex ar
now ¥ We hear much shont the nevessity of studying the Bible,
Chiristiaps ain: to have Bible schools and Bible classes wherever
it ix possible. What dees it all mean t Does it not show ihat
those engaged in these things couut ita power as well #s a privi-
lege to kuow the Word 1

Bt wonld there be so much said abont studying lhe Bible
if every body believed it sand mo vne oppesed itt Men have
been driven, as it were, by eriticisw to acgnaint themselves with
the word of God ag it in. Kmphasjs is laid apon rhe advautage
of thinking of the Bible as a book of ks with different Kinds
of literuture anil of treating each kind of literature according 1o
its nature, Much ia said to the point alao about remembering
that the ditferent anthors of the several books of the Bible bave
different styles ; tbat we will be able to get a clearer view of the
whole trend of the pacred volume by studyiny it iu paragraphe
and by booke and by acquainting ourseives with the purpose of
each writer. It may not be out of pluce to say that many bitdi.
cal crities fail to 40 this.

Years ago, men wanted nothing but their Bibles when they
set themselves to ascertain the will of the [crd, Now they
stady the Bible in the light of contemporaneous history, the
climate and geography of the land of the Bible. What but criti-
. ¢ism has driven them to thig way of searchbing the Scripturest

Large libraries of books that shed light on the RBible have
been writtep within the last quarter of a century. There is
among the best Bible students today a deep and growing convic-
tion that a knowledge of the Epglish Bible on the part of the
masses canuot be over-estimated. It ie oot enough to know that
the Bible says somethiag about this,. that or the other. We
want to know what it says about them.

It is 8aid that the best way to confound an infidel when he
makesan assertion about the Bible is to suys ¢‘Show me the place,’’
Many & man has been imposed upon just because he did not

know what the Bible did say. Xufidels, be it remembered, mak
+ ir own Saripture and arithmetic, 3 i
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When the critics asserted the errancy of the Seriptures,
when they struck at the pretevsious of Moses sud the prophets,
when they said that ‘'the passsing years say that the inspired
books were uot selected with sufficient care, that they were
gathered and eorelled by easy going folk ‘'beliuvers, like the
Bereans, ret themselves to searching the SBcriptures duily fo aen
whether these things were so. Thix intelligent, critical an!
prayerfal study of the word, or what Juies calls a gtooping down
to look into the law, han proved ([ msuy it reverently) a blessiug
to the Bible; for the Bible righily studied needs no defence. It
speaks for itacIf.

It follows from the above that criticism hae beeu the meauns .

of causing the Bible 10 Lie helter vnderatood.

Criticisiu led to close study of the Word ned siudy bas re-
sulted in a discovery of the truth,  As Lha thumier-storm pre.
sents apme threatening aspects, though it results in purifying the
the atmosphere, so thestorm of Biblieal eriticiam that hux awept
over the world has beeu the menns of sweeping away the coln
webs from the understanding of men, destroying many pet but
false theqries about the Bible, yet leaving it mwre intelligently
understood than ever befure, [t has stimulated onr best eituris
and called as from an whsost indiflerent state (o0 one of mentul
aciwen and aetivity. The change it has wrought oun anr relig.
ious convictiona is in the right direction, Iu the langnage of
Mr, Gladstoue on a kiodrel topic, [ would say “this eritivism
has u mission.” Firat it is to repel the lethargy and stimulate
the zeal of believers, aml secoudly it is to admonish their faith
to keep race with reason by testing it at all its puints. Though
the criticsa meant it for evil the Lord used it for gend,

Apgajn, eriticism of the Bible bas resnited in giving men
ofore confidence in it. The Bible has been made more gublime

by the assanlts wmade upon it. It would never have seemed sv
grand and been loved 8o dearty hud it not been asanulted so of-
tep and criticised 8o severely, What the sore afflictions of the
[sraelites weore to their multiplication in Egypt, aud the persecn-
tions of the' Aposties in Jerusalom were to the spreud of the gos
pel, eriticism is to the Bible. It helpe, instead of hindering it.
It has atrengthened rather than weakened onr fuith in il au-
thenticity. .
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I numernys ways, have men (esled 1he Bible, bath akillfally
and sharply, bt it bas come forth out of all its trials pure &3
gall.  Higher criticisin has agsailed mostly the histarical baoks
of the Ol Testament, but seience aod research have establiehed
the correctness of their assertions.  As iv 1he limt chapters of
Genesis, it bas been pointedly remarkell that 1he faets are be-
youpd buman ebservativn or testimany.

But giuce the Bible bas been lound 10 he eorreet in matters
thint have been tested, is it not fair te suppose it to be carrect in
Ml? We are allowal to venson vem what we know.  Investi-
galion hias established the faet that wany of the ditliculties of
the 01d Testament are due to onr iznorance of Oriental srcbaen-
logy. Those fully ponversanl with 1he soliject ey that many of
the higher eritles fuil to {ake into acvount the leaching of the
oldeat munninenta of the hmman race.

So fitr ar the monuments toneh the things mentioned in the
SBeriptures, they harmonize with the Bible acesunt and thua con-
firwm ite accuracy. Assyrian and Babylonixn traditions corrobo.
rate the accounts of the creation and the flood,

In no case, have recent diseoveries and the advance of
kaowledge contradicted the Bible, hut on the contrary, the more
discoveries are uade in ihe Eastern countries, the more secular
confirmations does the Rible receiveas to the accuracy of ita
statements, d

It matters not wlether you compare Scripture with Serip-
ture, Scripture with the nonuments, Scriptnve with seieoee, or
Bcripture with archaeology, the Bilile sutlers no loss ; yea, more,
it receives streogthening proof from sueh comparisions, In the
light of such facts is it Btrange that onr faith in the Bible has in-
creased rather than diniinished! When we see the Bible hold
itg own, no matter to what test itis subjected, we have come to be-
lieve that it was not Moses, bat his critics who have made imis-
takes. Says Hastings, “The Bible is4 book that has been refated,
demolished, overthrown and exploded more times than any
took you ever hesrd of. Every little sore body starts up and
?paem this bl:)k ; and it i8 like upsctting a 20lid eube of granite.
t is just a8 one way a8 the other ; 3
it, itjia right s%de up, a’;ul when ynur Jv::tdu;‘nhietuamnhi:vi: ‘:ipg?:
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aizle up still.”> Though etorms of eriticism fall, the old Book will
gtand and will ever chullenge the world to prove it any other
than the sure word of prophesy to which we do well to tauke
heed. Thus criticism considered from any, from ali points of
view, instend of being “‘destractive,” has proved to conatructive.
Nor is this strange; for the Bible is the word of God ; God’s
word i8 trauth, and we can do nothing against the truth but for
the truth, t

THE NEGRO' PROBLEM IN THE UNITED STATES.

REV. J. H. VAX LUE,

President of Northwestern Sunday School Convention, Kansas.

This 1ywveation bas been discusred from the Dan to the Beer-
sheba of this country. Every wmow and then we hear of some
one discussing and fcussing’’ the Negro. From the legislative halls
of the nation we are treated occasienally to an elaborate dissenta-
tion on the Negro Problem and how to solve it.

There are two ways to do 4 thing, a right way and a wrong
way. [usolving mathematical problems, the proper factor must
be employed in order to reach the degired end, and what is true
of ms#thematical problems is doubly true of this grest human
question. The so called < Negro Problem,” to wmy wmind; ia not
half so perplexing as the question of anarchy that is striking at
the very foundation of our government, and ameng which no
Negroes are to be found.

The wine and otherwise have their say on this subject. They
buve told some truth and some vicious falsehoods and slanders
have been ennnciated, and the Negro having no press throogh
which he could reach the masses, they stand uncountradicted.
Let we ask yon while we enter briefly into a discussion of this
sabject, to consider firat that the Negroes belong in this conntry.
Every other race and pationality came to this country of their
own volition, but we came not of our own will, but by the will
of cthers. Some time after the discovery of this country by
Columbuns, in the year of 1820, the Dutch broaght the first carge
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of slaves from Africa and your bistories tell us that not until
the introdactiou of Blavery did the settlements tat were estab-
lisbel in this ceuutry sueceed, aud the truth stands out very pu-
tent that the Negro was and is a great factor in the meking of
this eountry. The Nurth caopot bosst of itsell aguinst the
South and say they bhad nothing lo do with slavery, for all are
alike guilty in briuging en this ¢uestion which uvow seemp to
perplex. I class race prejudive uy a tull brother to sla\'ery: ansd
of the two I sometimes thisk it to he the more peruicions i 118
influence. On thik gnestion churches have split ; we have Norih-
ern Methudist snd Sonthern Methodist ; Northern and Soutbern
Baptist Conventions aad the Lord only knows what we will have
before this question is linally setlled. o

Some oue it responsible for this Negro Problem and no ene
knows Lietter where the responsibility lies thau does the Anglo-
Saxon race of this country. So loug ax the Negro's hands were
tied, and his eyes hood winked Ly the institntion of slavery,
there appeared to be a kind of peave, or it least, there was 1o
problem ; but from the South eame the cry, “more Negroes.”
Ag a slave, he was eudured ; us u servaot, he was obedieot.
All (I mean the Norty snd South ) were sulistied, [Is it so
strange to the now cultured mind of the Negro why he cannot be
endured 18 a citizen and treated asa mant Ife hus been, and
i yet being wronged by the Christian people of America, and to
right the wrongs done to him, and rewunerate him for bis labors
would empty the United States treasury.

Be not deceived; God i8 not moeked, for, ‘“ whaisnever a
. man saweth, that shall be reap,”” This is the language of the
Holy Writ. Blavery was a great crime and the euntire country
bas been carsed by its Llighting influence, and if thete is a Ne-
gro problem now to be selved, it is but 1the reaping of what has
been BoWwn by the entire people of this country. It was predict-
ed before the war ( which brought about the freedom of my peo-
ple) that for every drop of Negre lilood spilied during the dayr
of slavery, that those who were responsible for the institation of
the same would have to spill 3 gallon—and I believe the pro-

phesy was literally verified. The Jews could not ses the Chriat
in the lowly Nazarene, but tbeir failure to do so euded them as a
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nation, Bo it hus been with muoy ; and may [ oot truthfally
any that if this vation falls to aee or recoguize the maohood that
is covered by the black skin, onlty in time of war, or u8 he way
be used a8 s ladder to help some political aspirant to climly op
futo vifice. But it will be seen even though this boasted land
of the free (1) loees its prestige as u pation. For the # Judge of
all the earth will do all right.”? Sowe of the ways to solve the
problem s suggested by membera of the dominapt rate are as
follows : Keep the Negro to himself; another is to kgep him poor;
another, keep him ignnrant; another, degrade him; then the press
rmust truduce apd misrepresent hiny to the world; Iynch him for
every crine be is charged with, whether he be guoilty or not;
burn him at the stake, sod anotber says to disfrunchise him,
legislate against him and another says fo deport him to Africs,
and wnother to stick bim off in & Btate to bingelf, and sowe re-
sort Lo thewontemptible business of Llackiug their faces and com-
mitting & erime and charging it 1o the Negro; and we cun but
look up and say, ¢ Ob what sball the harvest bet”” The problem
muat be solved and there ia no elass who kunows better how to
solve thia question than do the winisters of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. T would not, [ dare not say, thut the breth-
ren with whom [ meet in thisauditornm every Monday are unfaith-
ful in their work as ministers, buf, my brethren, you rmust admit
with me that there are a great mauy hirelings in the mipiatry
who are not preaching for the glory of God, bnt for the money
there i8 in the business, and hence seldomn ever say to the people,
‘do unto all men a8 you would bave them do unto you.”” This
one passage of His word enunciated from every pulpit. in this
conntry would in & very few monthas revolutionize thiogs in the
way of solving the so called ‘‘ Negro Problem,”” We have
what we want, we allow what seems to please us, and we preach
tu tiekle the ear and suit the taste of the people and manage oc-
casionally to get a few limber-jack Christians into oar charches
who are afraid to attack wrong, but, like Pilate, will take a pan
of water and wash their hands and say, ‘*See ye do it.”

In the year of 1890, the Governor of Mississippi used every
effort he could to arrest Bullivap and Kilrain, becanse he had
polluted (1) his state by baving had their prize fight therein,
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but be allowed one humilred Negro citizeus to be put to death by
lynchers right uder his nose and made no effort to apprebend
or punish those who are guilty ol such un oflense,

Fvery Negro in the South, [ care nut how intelligent or how
respectable he may be, lives at (e mercies of the must disrepu-
table characters of the dominant ree, and iF is vo in this entive
country to a greater or less degree.  Any white man who har a
grndge agatoat bia brether in black hus simply to blacken bis
fuce and comwmit a crime of any vharacter—rape or the attempt
to rape is generully preferred—ane then hie can, with a yell, lead
8 mob to avenge a wrong committed by bimzelf siuce an innv-
cent Negro suffers avd dies for it.  This has been done sud the
comments of the press read that (he best citizens of the com-
munity were present, business was suspendedl and the Negro paid
the peualty of hiscrime, and it was done “decently and in order.”’
With such deings, they are selving (he Negro Problem, I fear we
are ouly undermining the peace and prosperily of this country.
‘“ AB we BOW, 80 shall we reap.’”

Why, sirs, we are veritable strangers in the land of our na-
tivity. We are not given balf a chauce in the rave of life; the
avenues of trade are closed against us, Educate a8 we may and
then we are retarded, even in tiis city, aud in 1he bigh schoul u
colored boy was denied bis ¢inss, and uot allowed to gradoate
this year, and 28 no enuse could be assigned, we are at liberty
to divine the cause, while he is now walking np and down the
streets of the city, If the Negro vould have the show that is
grauted to other men of this country, he would solve every
queation that i being presented concerning him. The Negro
has been awakened as be never wus before. In every step of
progress made in this country, the Negro huas heen a prominent
factor, from the war of 1812, to the present, he has been a lead-
ing factpr, In the last unpleasautness, for the preservation of
the Union, the Negro took a prominent part, and to-day, wecan
hear all over the country the lie (hat has grown threadbare, viz:
“ We fought to free you fellows.” If the awertion was true, it
would be only the proper thing to do; since we were made slaves
by you, the only way to repair the damage done would be to free
ns &t avy cost. Now theanarchist js threatening the founda-
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tions of this country, and I am of the opivion that'if 8 war
should occur between us and any foreign country, that from the
treatment the Negro has received and the protection be is now
getting from both the state ami pativnal governmeots, be
would be justified io joiuing the raoks of the opposing army. A
short ttme ago, this country wae aroused because s few drunken
sailors had been harmed at the port of Chili, and that little feebe
goverument was pounced upon, sud the American Eagle waa
made to screech aod indemuity was demanded,

Thonssnda of Negroes are murdered asud Congress is as
dumb a8 an oyster, and the general geverninent a& belpless as a
three montha cld {nfant. We thank God fors fow brive wen in
the ranks of the white race who bave the termerity to say s
strong word occasionally, for the Negro, and we lelieve 1hat
there are others who would do so, but they are afraid of Baal.
O tbat God would give us a few Elijaha, who would stand up
as be did in the great theistic covtroversy on Mt. Carmel; then
the matter would be seftled, for it is not by might nor by power,
but by my spirit “says the Lord.” To heal a malady, we must
strike at the root of it, and the root of all our race trouble is
this fupaticism; prejudice. Weecall this Christian Awmerics, bat
it i8 in a sense worse than Budhism, and i8 in no sevse consisient
with the teachjng of the word of 1he Lord which reads; ¢ Love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neigbbor #8 tby-
self.’” Take the Bible and by it afone, or with it only can this
question be settled. I have been in churches where the peuple
would be sibiging and praying and when I entered, I noticed all
eyea would be centeréd on ine, and if T dared io take o seat pear
the center of the house ol the Lord, I would either be asked
somewhere else, or be allowed to occupy 8 whole seat by my self.
-~ How, and by whom, and in what way are we to solve this
yuestion! Who is to blame for the existing state of affuirst
Théee arét simple questions and thepare easily suswered. But
Yio¥ #ad by whom? Answer to query namber one reads, Ly
the prilpit and by the press. 1¢ i an acknowledged fact thet
thiésa two Taciors'aré the moet potent and most prominent factora
1fi our grekt dountry, and di sich, their power 18 anlimited, It
is they that glve sliape to popular sentiment, To them and from
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them emanate the varinua life furces that revolutionize this or
suy other country. We owe s guod deal io the pulpit for the
wentiroent that over thew the munster evil—American slavery.

The press bas, nud is yet iu many iustances doing sll it ocan
to propagate the evils of lynch luw, ivetend of decrying them.
Let the rapist be punished, let the severest punishment of the

ataintes of our country {your evuntry) be imposed, I vuly Pfsk
that it be doue by the ngeney of the law, amxl then in muny io-
stances, it will be ordered by the diguifiel (1) men of the muntl:y
who themeelves are fathers of nine-tenths of the Mulattoes in
this conatry. The differeuce hetween them and the feliow that
in pecasionully fynched, is about like ihe difference betweeo the
fellaw who steals 3 whole bank and the one who steala a chichen.
Let the press and the conntry wll fur s halt. ‘They are the
teachers of the people, and by the way they huve of writing us
up for every little misdemennor, Lhey huve built up a bulwark of
contemptible, dirty little prejudives that will sooner ar latter
reach to the discomfiture of nota few of our noblest sous.

The God of Heaven yet lives, and hie will reward both men
and putions for their dealings to their fejlows. Rome was ouce
mistress of the wortd, but by her own folly she was dethroned.
The United Siates of America atands forth today us the mistress
of the new world, aud as there was a fall in the oid, so will
there be in the new, for hiatory, you remember, repeata itself.
* Let justice be done though the heavens fall," iz writlen upon
the cloude and as God espoused the cause of the Negro from 1861

to 1885 He will do 8o Bgain; ani then both the press and pnl-
pit a8 well aa the people will awake to the great evils they have
perpetrated upon & weak and helpless people whom their spces-
tors stole from their pative land sud dehauched, carsed snd mal-
treated by the institution of slavery.

* Let the clergy awake. God haa said, ‘‘Son of man I have
made thee & watchman on the wall.”’ I am not a prophet, though
some of my untterancesas set forth in this paper may bave & kind
of propbetic finvor. They are the sentiments of su honeet heart,
and my brethren, I have every reason to believe that you can
vead the signaof the times. Watchmen, what of the night?
What will you have oa think of this sickly sentimentality called
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religiont Your people have written histories and we read them.
If the translation of the Bible is wreng, you are respousible for
the way we read it. If it is right, you are responsible for the
construction that we put upon it ; and if we disagree io some
things, we agree ay to the golden rule, “ Do unto all men as yon
would that tbey shonld do unto you.”

Tn this matter the burden fulls most heartily wpon the min-
igters of the Goapel of Christ, for this golden rule is the injune-’
tioa of your Lord and Saviour and have declared like Him, that
the spirit of the Lord was upon you sod thut He had command-
ed you to go aud preach His Goepel. If it be a fact, may God
¥ive you a courage to spesk as His nracle, Speak as an under
shepherd and not a8 a hireling. ‘¢ All honor the jnan who is
willing to sink, half his preseut repute for the freedom to think,
uod when he has thought, be his cause strong or weak, will sink
the other half for the freedom to speak.” The auswer to the
tiret query. How and by whom? Which is clearly set furth to
be.the pulpit and press. Answer the olher {wo queries.

In conclusion let ine entreat that we, as teachers do our ditty
faithfully, impress the word of the Lord more completely. Let
the science of moral obligation be establisbedt aud lot us settle
the rights of nature and nations by affirming with the Apostles,
that God hath. made of one blood all natives of men to dwell un
the face of the earth, agd bath determined the times before ap-
pointed and the bounds of the habitation, Ealighten and puri
fy the conscience of our hesrers with Bible truth sod then this

aceursed mischief of raca prejudice will ba cobliterated. The
work must begin in the church, and if not begin then in the
hearts of the people of God. Let us say to the world that the
religion of tbe Bible is n conte uptible farce, and thos end the
whaole matter; but we will still believe that the *‘judge of all
the earth will do right.”




A. 1. SMITH, D. D.,

District Sec’y.of the F. M. Board of National
Baptist Con, for W. ¥Va., O., Ky. and Ind.

Dr. Smith's defense of Negro Baptists at Kan-
sas City was a maaterpizce of eloquence and
logic.

EDITORIALS,

THE NATIQNAL MEET)NGS. {

The National Baptist Convention as just closed the great-
est meeting in its history. Great in quality as we!ll as quantity,
in abte sermons, carefully prepared papers; in eloguent extem-
pore speeches, which showed maturity of thought, wide observa-
tiop, and close study of man and things, all of which had an ab-
sence of the stereotyped, spread-eagle ism that many of the mod-
ern offhand speakers are guilty of. It was great ip the unity of
porpose t3 be dignified and earnest in the conduct of business
as well as exemplary in the reception of the many social courte-
sies extended by the good pecple of Kansas City.

It was a mighty inspiration to lock over that body of conse-
crated men and women. God was in the 1nidst, as more atten-
tion was paid to the devotional services. O! suchmighty plead-
ings with the Master! Such heartbursts of grattitude to God in
the testimonial meetings ! A rich Dlessing to have been there.

The reports of each board showed wonderful gains as wel-
as a more systematic and business-like effort in pushing the
work along. The Foreign Mission Board brushed away all crit-
icism and stepped forth out of the fires of calumny and persecu-
tion—shining like gold. The Publishing Board showed wonder-
ful progress ; it was a revelgtion to the Convention, showing
-that Negroes will ¢o-operate with each other; that they have
confidence in the Jeadership of the race, and that all these les-
sons of ce-operation png leadership muat be taught by the church
itsell.

We ase in the midst of a mighty awgksening. The next few
years will place us where we shouid loag ago have been. Negro
Baptists have their eyes wide open.

All receipts amounted to nearly $30,p00. Now lej this next
year be the banner year.
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REY, 5. W. HACOTE AND HiS CHURCH.

The Rev. Dr. Bacote is a most wonderful man, He adds

to great scholarship the rare quality of a successful pastor of
perhaps 1500 people. He stands as a financier of the first or-
der. Commencing with the Second Baptist Church of Kansas,
City, Mo., a few years ago, he has erected an edifice easily worth
$35,000 and it is nearly pajd for, Rev. Bacote haviog raised in
the last three years $25,6oc. The Macazing had been talking
about having raised $20,000 in the last three years, but it stdden-
ly had 1o trapsfer the crown to Kansas City's King Financier.
The Kansas City people, white and colored, simply idolize this
man of God. He is worthy. He took that great Convention of

4 nearly 1800 delegates and cared for them as easily as if they,

were a family of two—wel] fed, well housed, well inducted into
the best socizl life of the city. The delegates retnrned home ac-
claiming long live Kansas City and the great Bacote.

OUR MISSIUNARIES.

The Board should with all possible haste crder the man
Jackson from the field. He has demonstrated over and aver
again his utter incapacity for the work. He is possessed with a
spirit that is wicked and ae work, whether home or foreign, is
safe in his hands. He is an enemy to the very board that is try-
ing to sustain him. AMN this criticism heaped upon the denomi-
nation 15 due to him. He sits in Africa and cries starvation!
then on the next breath, writes hundreds of ietters over here to
newspapers and individuals who like scandal, making stetements
that no sane man would believe himself. The man isa mischief-
maker. Call him in and turn him loose.

Rev. Stewart, who is in this country, should be given to ua-
derstand that he is emplayed by the board and should get orders
from them. The impression hia speech made on us at Kansag
City was that fie could do the thing alone, if the board would go
to sleep—in fact, the rank and file of our brethren should stand

by the board at Louisville, Ky. and do nothing to aid these men
that the board does nat authorize. The idea is humiliating to
every self-respecting Baptist, that there are missionaries in our
employ who try to lead .the board whithersoever they will,
Brethren, put a check on thia thing. -

13

THE DISTTICT FOREIGN MISSION CONVENTION.

The first annual meeting of the First District Convention
has come and gone. A few brethren duly authorized from Vir-
ginia and North Carolina to act for their states, met in Wash-
ifigton last month, held a love-feast for a few days, made speech-
es, preached sermsts, destroyed some excellent food, counted
up money sent and promised uatil they had $500., snubbed ev-
ery body that did not ook like them and talk like them, and then
grasping their grip with firmer hold, took their departure saying,
‘“Lord, we thank thee that we are not as other men are.” Such
is the history, with a little excepted of the First F. M. District
Convention. More seriously, there were some good men en-
gaged. The more pitiable the sight. ,

There were Rev, Drs. Binga, Jones, Lewis, Wells, Mitchell,
Payne, Barco, Armistead, Spiller, and others, of Virginia. Rev.
Drs. Brown, Whitted, Vass, Roberts of N. C. and a smattering
of brethren who came without state authority, only representing
themselves or their churches. { wae « dignified body, there
were not enough te make much noise, though there was aocise
made and plenty of it but it. was a dignified body. Strong men
like those named above, should find a better way to right what
seems a wrong, than to split. A beautiful example to our
churches. Well, brethren, come back. We will receive you
with open arms,

BRIEFL.ETS.

The Baptist Voice published at Baltimore with Judge Ballou
as editor, is an able exponent of distinctive Baptists. It hits
the mark every time. Go on, Judge, the MacazinNe is with you.

The National Educationat Board starts out with the inten-
tion of establishing & chair of Theclogy in each one of our The-
ological schools. Rev. W. A. Creditt, A. M., of Philadelphia,
is chairman and our first educational rally was held in Philadel-
phia, Pa., Oct, 6th. Let all our churches send a contribytien at
once. .
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The salary of Rev. L. G. Jordan was increased $200. Thia
is proper. Now, Jet some educational institution honor him with
the defiree of B. . He is worthy of it. Négro Baptists must
ieamn to take care of their strong men.

Will Rev. Dr. White tell us when the Baptist Presa Assogi-
ation’ had a meeting at Kansas City and elected officers?  Some
people may consider it an honor to preside ovet a body that has
no cxistence. We do not.

Bro. W. H. Steward was re elected secretary of the Con-
vention. Bro. Steward is one ol the best conventiona) clerks in
this country, white or black. It is as easy for him to keep the
record of the Convention as it is for a healthy man to breathe.
He will have the minutes out in a few months.

We are making a new list of subscribers. We shali carry
no more dead heads. No pay, no MacaziNe. We have a pum-
ber of National Convention crtics who have never paid us a
cent Jor the Macazine and who borrow it from their neighboz.

A brother said to us at the Convention, ‘' Ler me congratu-
{ate you on your editorials, if you write them.” We promptly
resented the insult. This 18 no figure-head pertodical. We

) were elected five years ago editor and e have edited.

' The only Conv. or body in the . S. that ever snubbed
the BaPTIST MAGAZINE was the orderly and leving set called
the F. Dis’t F. M, Conv, or the Nationa! Bapt. Convention ala
Reformers.
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