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ONE UNWAVERING AIM.
• ByW. H. C. Christian,

Virginia.

AS WE LOOK back over the ages long gone by, we can see men who 
lived, who are still living. Though their immortal souls have been 
disembodied, yet no material element is gone. They have caused 

their names to be written upon the pages of history, as it were, with indelible 
ink, and they are transmitted from one generation to another.

Socrates, one of the wisest and greatest of the human race, though the 
clouds of adversity overshadowed him, and he was forced to drink a cup of 
hemlock, by one unwavering aim established a philosophy from which our 
-most imaginative and profound thinkers are drinking to-day. When we pic
ture, through phantasy, the famous battle of Marathon, and conceive the 
self-confidence, daring and heroism that characterized the Spartan force of 
20,000 against 600,000 chosen men under Darius, the Persian king, and note 
the great victory that attended the Spartans, we would indeed say that they 
were men with one unwavering aim.

In our imagination we can see the small force of the Spartans. How 
bravely and heroically they defended the Pass of Thermopylae against a 
force of over a million under Xerxes, with all his strategy, and when even 
a Thracian Greek advised them to yield. He said to them, “ The 
shower of arrows that will be sent forth by these barbarians will be so great 
as to obscure the light of the sun ; ’’ but the Spartans replied, “ If the Medes 
obscure the sun's light, we shall fight them in the shade and be protected 
from the heat." And finally at the battle of Salomis they dissipated this 
mighty host of Asiatics as the sun dissipates the morning dew. When we re
call these mighty achievements from history, we can but say that they show 
what a few resolute men can do against great numbers in defence of their 
homes by one unwavering aim.
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Caesar, who came to the Rubicon and said : uJasta ilia est ” (The die is 

cast), crossed over on.the other side, causing Pompey and his adherents to 
flee for safety. He battered down the walls of the enemy and by his determi
nation, made himself the absolute ruler of the empire.

The Britons in their primitive state were savage. This was true in B. C. 
55. They neglected agriculture; they had no cities, and in various ways 
they gave indisputable proof of their barbarism. There was a great chasm 
between the savage state and enlightenment. It took the Anglo-Saxon race 
a long time to bridge this chasm, so that those of their number who remained 
in ignorance and superstition might pass over to a purer atmosphere of in- 
tdligence and freedom; but we must remember that no race of people have 
attained to eminence and Jower by sudden flight. The Anglo-Saxon race is 
now the acknowledged master of the world. The question comes to us, 
“ How did this race merit this position ? ” If we will only look through 
the pages of history and notice the lives of some of the most illustrious men, 
this question answers itself. • Those men to whom I refer are men with one 
unwavering aim.

First, we will notice the life of Sir Isaac Newton, who for sixteen years la- 
' bored assiduouslyto discover the Law of Gravitation. With a persistency 
that knew no relaxation he clung to his purpose and demonstrated to the 
world the theory of universal gravitation, a theory which solves the chief 
phenomena of nature and collects and regulates the whole material universe. 
This theory is indispensable to the astronomer of to-day. Whenever he gazes 
through his telescope up into the great dome of the sky, filled with scintillating 
stars—-the most sublime spectacles in nature—his mind most invariably runs 
back to Newton’s law. This is a most obvious example of a man having one 
unwavering aim.

We now step over into the nineteenth century and the most illustrious period 
on record. First, we will consider James Watts, whose indefatigable labor 
bridled steam and made it a horse of commerce. Benjamin Franklin, 
who snatched the lightning from the sky and made it the newsboy of the 
world. Cyrus W. Field, who laid the Atlantic Cable, though the angry 
storms at sea would sweep the cable on for miles and cause them to lose it 
for weeks and months, yet, by having patience and “ stick-to-it-tiveness,” he 
completed his work. As a result we can sit in New York City and be in
formed of the doings and transactions in other countries across the sea.

If we will take a retrospective view we can see that while a minority of 
our race has emerged from ignorance into intelligency and enlightenment, the 
majority of us are of the same status as were the primitive Britons. Now, 
just so long as the mass of our people are ignorant, narrow-minded, and 

thus greatly inferior to the Anglo-Saxon, just so long will we remain the 
lower stratum of society. The question which confronts us is: How are we 
to raise them from this lowly and despised condition to a higher plain of 
thought and feeling ? This question is answered thus: By having one un
wavering aim. .We must be obedient to our Supreme Maker, although obe
dience requires pain. We must be patient, although patience involves the 
mastery of feelings. We must be firm, although suffering accompanies for
titude.

Out of one blood God created all nations; therefore, what it was possible 
for the Anglo'Saxon to accomplish is also possible for the Negro to accom
plish. It was by determinative force of manhood that the Negro demon
strated his ability to the world as a soldier in the Civil War, where they 
poured out their blood like water in opposition to their masters, in order 
that they might be free from the shackles of slavery. It was by one unwaver
ing aim that the Ninth and Tenth Cavalry ingratiated themselves in the 
hearts of the people of this country, and caused the world to be stricken with 
amazement and awe, carrying the United States flag to victory amid the fly
ing shells of their formidable enemy, while this great conquering race lay 
under their feet, a stumbling block, impeding their progress as they ascended 
San Juan Hill.

The battle has just begun. We realize that we are steering out into a cur
rent of great velocity; and that it requires great force to beat 
against the current of the world, but by one unwavering aim, with God as 
our pilot, in due time we shall land safely within the golden gates of pros 
perity. We know also that we as a race are embroiled by internal factions 
and that the arrows of prejudice, coming from every side, are about to ob 
scure from us the sun’s light in the material world. But if this is done, we 
shall resolve, as did the Spartans in the days of antiquity: to fight out the 
great battle under the shadow of God’s wing.

A VOTER'S QUALIFICATIONS.
Miss Keziah Dyke,

Virginia.
JOT many generations ago, where we now sit, encircled and-sur- 

rounded by all'that adorns civilized life, the rank thistle nodded 
and the wild fox dug his hole unseated.’’

But when the “Pinter’s” gun first sounded upon the shores of this Con
tinent, it told to the beast of America’s fair forest: “Thy day is 
drawing nigh,” and to the Indian it said : “Get thee behind yon western 
mountains, and give way to the freedom and progress of America.”
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of freedom. Still there are 
rig'ht, simply on account of

Over thirty-four years ago

Did this mean freedom for some and bondage for others? Or can 
there be progress where thousands are being robbed of their freedom? 
Yet we see in several of our Southern states that none but those who can 
read and write are allowed political freedom. So great is this loss of po
litical freedom that it cannot be properly estimated.

Hon. John M. Langston once said: “You may take away my house 
which I have labored for, and won by the sweat of my brow ; you may 
take away my children, the only living beings through which my blood 
runs; you may take away my wife, the companion of my bosom,—yea, 
take away all of these, but dare not disturb my ballot. For in it is 
sealed the destiny of a mighty nation.” Rob a man of all his earthly 
possessions, but touch not his birthright 
thousands who are being deprived of this 
their lack of intellectual qualifications.

Let us look into the merits of the case.
was waged in this country the greatest war known in modern times, 
which tinged the crimson and caused streets to flow with human blood. 
Six hundred thousand patriotic citizens left their homes, in obedience to 
their country’s call, and yielded up their lives upon the altar of their 
country for manhood rights. Some are sleeping beneath the plains of 
the South; others had their seeing, hearing or health impaired by the 
smoke and flame of the battle; but, nevertheless, their country they 
saved. Now, who could stand by and see those robbed of their rights? 
Whether they could read and write I know not. But this I do know : they 
snatched their country from the jaws of death and destruction, and they 
should be praised and honored, rather than censured.

Behold, on election day, an old man tottering to the polls, leaning upon 
the arm of his son, his only support. His steps are slow and tremulous. 
His health destroyed and his eyes are dimmed from the flame of battle. 
Where! where, I say, is the stony heart that would gainsay his right to 
cast that ballot for which he so patriotically gave all that he had that it 
might be preserved.

Now to young men : When your country is on the verge of war she 
calls upon you between the ages of twenty-one and forty-five, regardless 
of whether you can read or write. What right have you to fight in a war 
which your vote has no part in making? What claim has your country 
upon you when she has denied you the right to say who shall manage 
the affairs of the government ? If not knowing how to read and write is 
to stop a man from voting, I say it should also stop him from going to 

war. But let those who can read and write go to war. Perhaps they can 
withstand bullets better than the ignorant.

Now, to you, tax payers—you out of whom the financial fabric of this 
government is woven : Does your not being able to read and write keep 
you from paying taxes ? Does it keep your last bed quilt from the 
auctioneer’s block ? I say as long as men are to pay taxes they should be 
allowed to cast the ballot. And the day you strike from your registra
tion books the names of all the citizens who cannot read and write, that 
day you drive the dagger into your country’s heart, and sever the last-vital 
cord through which peace and prosperity flow. This is what caused the 
first great war, and if it comes to taxation without representation, (mark 
my words) there will be another bloody war. These intellectual fanatics 
may succeed fora while, as did the Jews with Christ. They may seize 
the Goddess of Liberty, take her to the judgment hall and declare her 
guilty ; they may plat a crown of thorns upon her head—yea, they may 
nail her to the bloody cross, then they may bury her, and put the seal 
over her tomb: “Morta est quod non legere et scribere (potent)”. But 
she shall not lie there! There shall be a great earthquake, caused by the 
rushing together of all good citizens. The_bones of Washington and Jef- 
erson and all good, patriotic saints shall shake and she shall rise from 
her grave, triumphant over death, the grave, and all of those intellect
ual devils who, because they can read in the first reader and write their 
names with a lead pencil, say that none should vote unless they can do as 
they do. Perhaps you may not see the dawn of this glorious resurrection. 
Neither did the disciples conceive of the resurrection of Christ. But re
member “men saw the thorns that Jesus wore, but angels saw the roses.”

Laws should not be built upon theoretic bases; they should be built 
upon experimental and practical foundations. Has the time at last come 
when the very bones and sinews of America—when her loyalty and 
strength—her vitality—and, indeed, her all, must be cast into the back
ground or thrown to the dogs because its possesssor cannot read and 
write ? Or when her working and non-reading millions, after serving 
as faithfully as they could, simply ask for bread and are given stone ? 
Forbid it, Almighty God ! Forbid that such outrage and robbery should 
ever be practiced upon a loyal and liberty-loving people ! I love my coun
try; that is why I defend its welfare so eagerly. I would rejoice in seeing 
a gibbet built upon every hilltop throughout this land, on which to hang 
traitors. And for him who tampers with another’s birthright of politi
cal freedom, or him who allows it to be tampered with, I can conceive of 
no punishment too great.
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Parents, educate your children. They are the men of to-morrow. They 
are to defend your welfare when you are sleeping in the silent dust! 
There are grave problems staring us in the face, and they are only to be 
met by intellectual giants. This subject upon which I am writing is now 
at hand. We see it in many of the Southern States but, parents, edu
cate your children and they will soon put the foe to flight.

Now those who are advocating this type of robbery ought to 
know that they have done and are doing the working man a great 
wrong. • But some day you shall hear the voice of the laborer crying: 
“Why persecutest thou me?” Then may this plaintive cry reach the ear 
of the God of Sabbath, and may he then whisper into the hearts of men, 
bidding them know the truth, that the truth may make them free.

THE VALUE o£ THE STUDY OF SCIENCE

TO THE PREACHER,
By Rev. R. T. Pollard, D. D., 

Eufaula, Ala.

THE SUBJECT is important, perplexing and cosmopolitan. Important, 
because it deals with both the spiritual and the material life; per
plexing, because the relation of science to the Bible has for sometime 

been a disputed question, and whichever horn of the dilemma you take you 
have opposers ; cosmopolitan, because the interest is not confined to one part 
of the world simply, but to all parts. I shall, therefore, seek to present the 
subject with forethought, skill and with reservation—with forethought, see
ing the importance of weighing carefully whatever may be said ; with skill, 
lest, dealing with a controversial subject, I might offend ; and with reserva
tion, because,, of this subject especially it is better to state too little than too 
much; to say less than I can on any given point than more than I might.

In considering this subject, let us deal with the with the meaning and pur
pose both of science and the Bible. I shall adopt the inductive method in pre
senting my subject.

What is science ? From its derivation, scientia, it plainly relates to * 
knowledge. Science is that portion of human knowledge that has been more 
or less generalized, systematized and verified. It deals with classes instead of 
particulars ; it is reduced to a system instead of random arrangements; it 
proves rather thfin assumes. In the words of another, “ Science is knowledge 
amassed, severely tested, co-ordinated and systematized.” To illustrate 
geography, which treats of the earth, its production and inhabitants, is a 
very old science, and has three divisions: namely, mathematical, physical and 

political geography. These embrace, respectively, the treatment of the size, 
form and nations of the earth ; the land, water, atmosphere and the plants 
and animals of the earth; man as an inhabitant of the earth, his mode of 
life, form of government and the countries in which he lives. There has been 
in late years considerable improvement in this science.

Chemistry and political economy are sciences scarcely more than a hun
dred years old. Of course facts of chemistry and maxims of political economy 
have been known for many years, but they were not reduced to a science 
until about a century ago. Physics is a distinct department of science. Bi
ology, or the science of living organization, is making progress. Here the 
doctrine of evolution emerges and commands attention. The names of 
Herbert Spencer, Thomas Henry Huxley and Charles Darwin will ever be kept 
in mind as notable writers on evolution. The doctrine is substantially this : 
Our present species of animals and plants descend from older species, but 
vary in form, etc., from their ancestors, so as to be better fitted for their 
surroundings. To state it in another way, the doctrine teaches that the 
forms of animal and plant life which we see around us are the result of natural 
eauses acting through the indefinite ages of the past. It would not be out of 
place in this connection to say that many theories of this science have 
abounded in speculations and fearful apprehensions, some of which it is 
thought, threatened the very foundation of the Bible’s teachings of creation, 
and, hence, the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. However, we dismiss 
this feature for the present.

Mathematics which treats of the properties of numbers and extension, is a 
science. Its two divisions, pure and applied mathematics, include, respec
tively, arithmetic, geometry, algebra, trigonometry, or those branches which 
include all deductions from the abstract, self-evident relations of magnitude 
and number ; and sciences which treat of pressure, motion, light, heat, sound, 
electricity, and magnetism, or those in which a few simple axioms are math
ematically shown to be sufficient for the deduction of the most important 
natural phenomena.

Psychology, the science of mind, takes us, so to speak, out of the material 
world into that of the intellectual. These five sciences—mathematics, physics, 
chemistry, biology and psychology—embrace all the fundamental laws of the 
world, and, if perfect, their application would account for the course of fiature.

Now, if what has been said about science in its several classifications is not 
according to someone's ideas, strictly correct, or is not full enough, it should 
be remembered that it is not the purpose of this paper to enter into a dis
cussion or an explanation of science, except so far as is necessary to make an 
intelligent presentation of the value of science to the Bible student.
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A word further : The Bible has in it the teachings of science and science has 
in it the teachings of the Bible. Let it be sufficient here to make this statement 
and to recur to it later on in this paper. The Bible has an object which 
must stand out prominently, and nothing was allowed by the writers 
to be introduced that would detract necessarily from that object. That one 
object was to point out to fallen man the way of eternal life, and to in
vite him to walk in that way. And the sacred writers were careful not to 
introduce anything that would call attention from this object. It seeks to 
accomplish its object by revealing more fully the character and personality of 
the Creator without entering into a discussion of the scientific fabrication of 
the earth—dealing with the geology and the astronomy that are suggested : 
for instance, in Genesis, the first chapter. And so the writer begins : “ In 
the Ift^ynning God created t^ie heaven and the earth. And the earth was 
Without form, and void; and’darkness was upon the fade of the deep. * * 
* * * And God said, Let there be light: and there was light." The sacred 
writer does not attempt to give the geological information that the earth 
was then a heated mass ; that there were upheavals in the earth that were 
caused by the vaporized condition and gradual cooling, so that it sank and 
cracked as it hardened, causing uneven wrinkles and folds; that this process 
required ages to be accomplished. Neither does the sacred writer tell us as
tronomically that the earth was once a fixed star, shining, perhaps, like the 
sun shines to-day. Why? Because it was not his purpose to furnish us with 
a treatise on geology or astronomy, but to write a book directing fallen man 
how to find eternal life and to keep communion with God. Nor does the 
sacred writer attempt to discuss the philosophy, source, nor the law gov
erning light. Someone has said concerning the Bible and science, “ Look not 
there (in the Bible) for mathematics or mechanics, for metaphysical distinc
tions or the abstract sciences, but look there simply for the way of spiritual 
life and'salvation, and you will find enough in abundance for all your spiritual 
needs." .

But, note you, while we do not find in the account of creation an elaborate 
scientific account of the creation of the earth (the upheaval of the earth, the 
earth being a molten mass, and its first appearance a shining star), we do 
not see anything in the simple statements concerning creation that contra
dict the teachings of science, i

Furthermore, when the sacred writers in the Scriptures record any scientific 
phenomenon they refer to them not in scientific language, but in the common 
language of the people. For instance, when the sacred writer recorded the 
battle that Joshua fought against the Amorites, he (Joshua) is spoken of as 
causing the sun to stand still; but as a scientific fact the sun does not move,
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MRS. VIRGINIA E. KEEL, 
Palestine, Texas,

Author of "Lenokia Christian," the greatest work on fiction by any Negro.

and how could the writer simply say it stood still on that one day ? This was 
the common language used then as well as now. We speak of the rising and 
setting of the sun with the same feeling that we have done violence to the 
teachings of science; and, I suppose, the most renowned astronomer uses the 
same language to-day. '

Again, Moses (Lev. 11: 5, 6), speaking of clean and unclean animals, as
serts that the covey and the hare chew the cud, but zoologists know that they 
do not; but that theyare often seen to move their jaws and grind their teeth, 
thus appearing to be chewing the cud.

It may be said on the other hand that the discoveries of science are yet im
perfect. The views of the scientists are changed from time to time, as the 
stock of their discoveries increases. In philosophy our present science of heat, 
sound, electricity, etc., rests on a theory that has in it elements of great weak
ness, but it is the best we now have. Still, there need not be any surprise if 
at some day a Newton comes forth with a more expanded and satisfactory 
theory. It is an acknowledged fact that as progress is made in science, from 
year to year, the so-called conflict between the Bible and science becomes less 
apparent. The fact is, the more men know about science, and also about the 
Bible, the better are they prepared to see what once seemed a conflict be
tween them.

To revert to the statement made before in this paper, viz., that the teach
ings of science are in the Bible, and the teachings of the Bible are in science 
—read Psalms 19th : “ The heavens declare the glory of God ; and the firma
ment sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their 
voice is not heard; Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their 
word to the end of the world. In them hath He set a tabernacle for the sun, 
which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoices as a strong 
man to run a race.” Now, in this passage is found astronomy, plain and 
strong. Here the Psalmist takes nature to point out the glory of God: 
“ The heavens declare his glory and the firmament sheweth his handiwork." 
From the excellency of the work we may easily infer the infinite perfection of 
its great Author. From the brightness of the heavens we may collect that 
the Creator is light; their vastness of extent bespeaks his immensity ; their 
height, His transcendancy and sovereignty; their influence upon this 
earth, His dominion and providence and universal beneficence; and 
all declare His almighty power, by which they were at first made, and 
continue to this day, according to the ordinances that were then settled." 
By the heavens and the firmament is meant the vast expanse of air and ether 
and the spheres of the planets and the fixed stars. The division of time into
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day and night speak the knowledge of God, though they do not speak in au
dible tones, for their voice is not heard ; yet in silent tone they speak the 
power and grandeur of God. Here the Psalmist refers, perhaps, to the 
diurnal movement of the earth, on its axis: how its regular, systematic 
movement brings day and night—the day to give man an opportunity to 
earn an honest living, and the night for repose and sleep to prepare for another 
day. And here, when he speaks of God setting a tabernacle for the sun, to 
what else could he refer but the sun as the center of the solar sytem ? It is 
easily seen that if my interpretation of these first few verses of the 19th 
Psalm is correct, no 'One could well understand the passage unless he had 
some knowledge of astronomy.

Then, take these words found in Psalms 8:3: “When 1 consider thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers ; the moon and the stars which thou hast 
ordained1, wlifct is man,” etc. The question, after reading this passage, arises: 
“ Consider what about the heavens, the moon and the stars? ’’ The answer 
might be : “ Consider by what law they are held in their places ; consider the 
work of these heavenly bodies and the real source of the light which they 
give to man, and why the moon seemingly varies in shape and in size at dif
ferent times during the month.” We cannot well satisfy ourselves about these 
questions unless we consult astronomy.

If your patience may be taxed a little further, let us read Job 38 : 31: 
“ Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of 
Orion ? ” and Amos 5: 7 : “ Seek him that maketh the seven stars and 
Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning,” etc. 'These passages 
just quoted, cannot one understand without having some knowledge of astron
omy ? And the number of Scriptural passages having astronomical ideas 
could easily be multiplied in this connection if time and space would justify it.

Finally, the study of moral science and psychology are imperative necessi
ties to the efficiency of the preacher, for it can be said that moral science is 
the principles of the Bible applied to practical Christian life. Study in it the 
virtues of an act, the prominence into which the motion is brought, and the 
law of reciprocity, and you will be imposed with a sense of personal obli
gation, both to God and to man, as, perhaps, you never have been before. 
The writer remembers very well the effect of the study of moral science made 
upon himself when a student in school; and even to-day those impressions 
follow him. only with dpuble force, in his conduct and study of the Bible, both 
for his own spiritual improvement and the edification of others.

The study of the science of psychology is helpful in the study of the Bible. 
It will not only acquaint one with the wonderful powers of the soul, but it 
strengthens the powers of the soul within one’s own self, so that he will be
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mentally able to present the truth as it is in Jesus. I cannot enlarge upon 
the effects upon the mind of the study of algebra, plane geometry, trigonom
etry, analytical geometry and other branches of mathemetics. The study 
of these is a discipline of the mind. It causes consecutive thought makes the 
memory more powerful, the power of retention is greatly enhanced and there 
are numerous other effects that tend to add to the preacher’s great power 
as an ambassador for God.

What is the value of the study of science to the preacher ?
1. It helps him to understand scientific allusions in the^Jible. (There are 

many such allusions in the Bible.)
2. It helps him to harmonize the seeming discrepancies between science 

and the Bible, for as science is developed and the Bible is understood, the less 
the seeming conflicts between them appear.

3. Science is a study from nature to nature’s God.

DR, A, L, HALL'S ADDRESS,
[Delivered to the Missionary Baptist State Convention of Tennessee July 12,1899.]

Brethren of the Convention, Ladies and Gentlemen : It is by 
the grace of God that we are permitted to meet again in another an
nual Convention. Our purposes in gathering here as the representa
tives of a great church organization are of great importance. The 
eyes of the world are upon us, and, as the leaders of our people, we 
are expected to do something for the betterment of their condition 
from a viewpoint of morality and religion.

It is not yet two score years since these people were “ Launched 
in the eclipse and rigged with curses dark.” They were without 
homes, without education, and thousands of them were without names. 
In this condition, though subjects of gross ignorance and debase
ment, they were thrown into the midst of the busy hum of life, and 
made to cross SWords with an intelligent race of people in the battle 
for existence. Their combatants had the advantage of nearly three 
thousand years of evolving civilization to fit themselves with the 
requisites of true and worthy citizenship. But in spite of their igno
rance and inexperience, all the sacred duties and responsibilities of 
citizenship were thrust upon them. How well they maintained their 
new position is apparent in their wonderful progress, which stands 
as a towering monument to the possibilities of racial development. 
Verily, were it possible for the shades of the illustrious George Wash
ington and Andrew Jackson to speak, when they viewed the many
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vicissitudes—the persecution and the oppression through .which the 
Negro has passed, these noble spirits would cry out, “ O, Lord God, 
how marvelous is thy work in all the earth ! ”

My dear friends, heavy as this load has been, I think we have done 
remarkably well. We have been tender-hearted to a fault—easy to 
forgive those who despitefully kill us and say all manner of evil. 
We have been loyal to our Government and obedient to its laws. 
Though our day has been dark, and though benighted by the 
lowering clouds of ignorance, we have always loved the Word of God. 
We have proven our industry by our achievements. Due to our inex
perience we have made some mistakes, but the same is true of other 
races.

Still the record stands unparjheled in the history of the world. Re
search into the deepest confines of tradition will not bring to light a 
chronicle of a race turned at large as the Negro race was, and show
ing such magnificent and forward strides toward the goal to which all 
progressive peoples aspire.

A little over thirty years ago he was a mere chattel, which in its 
significance was not more serious in the estimation of his owners and 
the world at largo than the cattle that browsed in the meadows.

Brethren of the Convention and ladies and gentlemen, the Negro de
serves praise; he has won it by his untiring zeal.

The brush of the painter has given him a well-deserved place in that 
exclusive art. In the superb painting of Perry’s victory, which hangs 
in one of the rotundas of the National Capitol, he is portrayed as the 
manat the oar, displaying at once his patriotism to a country that 
never owned him, and his fidelity to a caused that never served him.

We acknowledge that we are poor, but with all this we are noble- 
hearted. Friends, we are passing through a terrible ordeal. We are on 
trial, and the world is asking, “ What will become of the Negro ? Will he 
be absorbed by the white people ? Or will he be annihilated and lose 
his identity in this country forever ? ” I will answer these questions 
in the language of R. Perry : “Though undoubtedly more susceptible 
to amalgamation than the families of Shem and Japheth, with whom 
he has mingled more or less for three thousand years, the Negro still 
preserves his identity. He has neither been absorbed by social con
dition nor destroyed by nefarious 1 colorphobia.’ He is here to stay 
for God has willed it, and so fixed it, by endowing him with a superior 
and indestructible fecundity.” •

When I draw near to the awful precipice and view the dark pass
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and see the Negro engaging in a struggle which seems to have been 
designed for him alone ; when I see him striving manfully to hold his 
head above the counter-currents of inhuman prejudice, and behold his 
vjpnderful self-salvation from allthe evils that beset him, I am forced 
to acknowledge the greatness, the power of God, and the wonder of his 
creation.

Compare the condition of the Negro race as it existed in 1863 with 
that of 1899, and note the wonderful change. He is far better ; he 
lives better ; he dresses better, and, as said by Mr. Rogers in a speech, 
“They have better homes, better schools, better, churches and better 
preachers than they had ten years ago." Both the men and women of 
the race are preparing themselves with wonderful thoroughness for 
responsible and useful positions in life. There are 70 women who are 
first-class stenographers; there are 4,134 colored women teaching 
music and art. The Negroes edit and publish four hundred news
papers. They have written and published over 500 books, covering a 
great variety of subjects. They have established and own more than 
half a dozen safe-deposit banks, with an average capital of $35,000. 
They have 40 building and loan associations; they own homes and 
farms valued at over $3,000,000 ; they have over $60,000,000 on deposit 
in the saving banks. Their wealth in the United States amounts to 
$625,000,000. This wealth is spoken of collectively, but there are 
several individuals who have acquired vast fortunes: Todd, of Georgia, 
is worth $500,000; Tony Lafon, of Louisiana, $1,000,000, and John 
McKee, $300,000. There are 600 Negroes who are members of bar associa
tions. There are over 1,000 Negro doctors who are graduates of medical 
colleges. There are 1,280 Negro women employed as secretaries and 
clerks. There are 75 Negro women dentists, and 347 women book
keepers. There are 112Negro women who are regular practicing phy
sicians.

Brethren of the Convention, when I sum up these grand achieve
ments of the Negro, knowing that he has acquired them in spite of 
seemingly insurmountable opposition, I am compelled to say, in the 
language of another, that “ Indigence is not always Significant of 
degradation.” Our progress is in keeping with all things that are 
noble. In all ages there have been great hearts throbbing under 
rags—tender sympathies beneath rough exteriors. Gold is found in 
quartz, Parian marble in the most rugged quarries, and from the 
depths of privation have issued wonders of excellence that have been 
the pride of earth and the joy of heaven. Many of the great products 
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of literature, many of the great stars of nations, have issued from 
homes of the humblest character. Many a man has held his pine knot 
light of intelligence so high that all nations, and generations have seen 
it, and yet, he himself came from such an humble home that one 
would scarcely think that light ever shone there.

Literature, science and art—laws and liberty—like Christ were born 
in a manger.

Great thoughts often start in obscure places. They have Herods 
who- attempt to slay them ; Judases who would dare betray them, 
rabbis who would fain crucify them, and sepulchers that would con
fine them. But, though these agencies overcome them for a while, 
tfhey'fcrise and burst forth i^i a glorious resurrection.

Strong character is like the rhododendron in an Alpine plant: it 
grows faster in the storm than in the calm.

The Negro has proven to be like wheat: worth all the more for be
ing threshed. Some of the most useful people would not have come 
to their positions of usefulness had they not been grounded, pounded 
and hammered in the foundry of disaster.

When I see Moses coming up from the ark of bulrushes to be the great
est law-giver of all the ages; an Amos from tending the herds to make 
Israel tremble with his prophecies; David from the sheepcote to sway 
the poet’s pen and kingly sceptre, and Peter from the fisherman’s 
boat to become the greatest preacher at the Pentecost, it impresses 
me that indigence is not always significant of degradation.

OUR MISSION WORK.

We are being watched as a denomination—watched because we have 
the gospel—watched because we have the people in our hands. And, 
my brethren, if we fail to use them in the promotion of the Master’s 
cause, God will hold us to a strict accountability. The truth of the 
gospel rests with you. It was to you that the Master was speaking 
when he said : “ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 
The Baptists preach the whole gospel. They were the first to start 
the mission ball rolling. They have passed through many hard 
struggles and have given their lives freely to the cause. Their blood 
has been poured out in rivers. Their bones are now bleaching upon 
the mountains and vales of Europe, and their ashes have been scat
tered to the four winds of the earth.

In the days of Henry VIII it was more difficult to do mission work 
than it is now. In the primal establishment of missions it required 

the sacrifice of many lives. As stated by Bishop Latimer in a sermon 
preached before King Edward in 1549 . “The Anabaptists that were 
burnt here in divers towns in England went to their death even in
trepid, without any fear in the world—cheerfully.”

Brethren of the Convention, our Lord and Master died for this 
mission. Paul gave his life for 'it. All of the apostles valued it. 
In 1550 Sister Joan Boucher was burned at the stake because she 
loved this mission. Sister Anna Askew was burned ; Brother John 
Rogers was burned; Brother George Vanpore was burned; but in 
spite of the burning, in spite of the persecution, in spite of death, 
the Baptists have stood—they have stood undaunted when all man
kind seemed to have deserted them. They were unmoved and immov
able during the long and dreary darkness of the world’s midnight. 
And great has been the results considering the many mountains they 
were forced to level.

To estimate for instance, the amount of patient preparatory work 
that is necessary to make the world acceptable to Christianity, is be
yond the scope of human reckoning. But mighty results have been 
wrought which can be easily understood by those conversant with 
the all-convincin^power of Christian missions. I will here call atten
tion to some of these results :

1. All heathen faiths and religions are losing their hold on intelli
gent votaries. Under the silent, persistent influence of the gospel 
faith, old, effete systems are being undermined and new inspirations 
are being enkindled, which are prophetic of yet greater results.

2. There is a spreading discontent with doctrines that fail to satisfy. 
All over this land is a wide-spread restiveness of thought and a spirit 
of intellectual thirst which has stirred to the depths the stagnation of 
centuries. And, brethren, you can hear the voices of multitudes com
ing from Africa, from China, from Japan, from the Indies, from Cuba 
and from the habitats of the unredeemed throughout this country.

" We are weary of empty creeds;
Of guides who show no man the way ;
Of worship linked with lust and shame.
Life is an ill; the sea of birth is wide, 
And we are weary—Who shall be our guide ? "

It is reported that missions are causing a great upheaval of old 
creeds and superstitions throughout heathendom, and the ancient fort
ress of hoodooism is in this way undermined. The educated classes 
look with contempt on idolatry.
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Another evidence of the progress of missions is the awakening op
position to Christianity: the days of ridicule have been succeeded by 
a period of wide-spread alarm. The enemies of Christ feel that their 
foundations are giving away. The massive structure and hoary su
perstition of past ages are toppling in ruin, and the noise of falling 
timbers is heard around the world. With pen and tongue the ablest 
defenders of their false faith have summoned all their strength for 
the final struggle. Alas, they are in the throes of heathen despair, 
and they will not see Christianity win a decided victory without a bit
ter contest. But, as we have said, in spite of opposition—in spite of 
Satan, transformed into an angel of light, the mission is gaining 
ground. f

Missions have made it known that no doctrine can change the 
knowledge of our hearts, that God in full certainty exists for us. 
Only the deep, inherent knowledge of the fact can inspire this confi
dence, and this fact is unassailable forever and ever. Our certainty 
of God has its root in the fact that in the realms of history to which 
we belong, we encounter the man Jesus, the humble Nazarene, as an 
undoubted reality.

Missions have made the world know. They have colored the maps 
of the geographers; have traced the lines of nations and empires; 
have revealed the racial and tribal peculiarties of unknown peoples, 
and really furnished most of the material upon which philosophy and 
commerce plant their gigantic enterprises. Missions have increased 
the churches and the knowledge which the world needs ; they have 
uncovered its woes and articulated its cry for help. Missions have 
given the church a broader conception of the great plan of redemp
tion.

DR. E. C. MORRIS’ ANNUAL ADDRESS.
[Delivered to the National Baptist Convention in 1898, at Kansas City, Mo.]

Brethren of the Convention, Ladies, and Gentlemen:
It; is by the grace of God that we are again permitted to meet 

in another annual Convention. Our purposes in gathering here 
as the representatives of a great chnrch organization are mani
fold, and are of vital interest to a struggling race of people as 
well as to our own denomination. We are here to review the 
past with the hope of better planning for effectual work in the 
future. Words are inadequate to express the very high ap-
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preciation which I have for the privilege of addressing the 
most prominent representatives of my people, persons upon 
whose shoulders rests, in a great degree, the weal or woe of ten 
millions of negroes.

In the outset I want to thank you sincerely for the repeated 
honors which you have thrust upon me in choosing me for your 
President. I have endeavored to serve honestly and faithfully 
the trust reposed in me, and have at no time been unmindful of 
the fact that no greater honor lies within the gift of a people 
than the leadership of their denominational interests. This 
organization represents the largest and most invincible army 
of Negro Christians in the world, as well as a sisterhood of 
churches which has done more toward lifting up the masses of 
an emancipated race than any other denomination among our 
people.

Our presence in this great Western city is to serve notice 
upon the world that we are yet in the field, eighteen hundred 
thousand strong, to renew the conflict and to press the battle 
for right principles and an uncompromising gospel into all the 
world for a witness unto all people.

The difficulties of the past year have been many and the ob
stacles very great." The clouds have at times been so very 
thick that nearly every great leader was hidden from view; 
but when those clouds would break away and the smoke of 
battle would rise from the field, we could look out and see 
them, as Jackson, “ standing like a stone wall.” The most se
rious difficulties which we have encountered the past year have 
been from within. In a great organization like ours we have 
“ many men of many minds,” and in a denomination which 
grants to every man the right to think, act, and interpret for 
himself, since he does not transcend the authority of the Bible, 
it is expected that some disagreements will arise; but we count 
such as light afflictions and console ourselves with the thought 
that “ they will endure only for a season.”

A very grave misunderstanding—and, I may add, misrepre
sentation—grew out of our meetings held in Boston one year 
ago. I dp not charge that any one with willful intent has tried 
to disrupt our National Convention, but it is known to every 
man who attended that meeting that it has been held before 
the world in a false light by some of our brethren who ought



50 THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE. THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 51

to have known better. I am charitable enough, however, to 
say that the brethren doubtless were honest in the publications 
made and believed they were right.

The people of our country have been told that the Boston 
meeting was a “ mob,” that “ the right of free speech was sup 
pressed,” and that “ visiting white brethren were treated with 
the utmost discourtesy.” These statements have had some 
effect upon the work, but have not prevented its success, for

Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again.

The truth of the matter is that the greatest, grandest, most 
%, enjoyable, and most orderly meeting ever held by our National

Convention was^the one held at Boston. The people of that 
grand city, without regard to race, color, or condition, united 
in helping to make the meeting a complete success, opening to 
us the most historic halls and grandest churches, and turning 
out in large numbers and mingling freely with the members of 
the Convention; and they were a unit iu their praise of the 
meeting. As to there being the slightest discourtesy toward 
any class of our visitors, it can be said that such a statement is 
entirely without foundation. So far as the charge that the 
color line was drawn is concerned, I would say that it, too, is 
without the semblance of truth. The fact is'generally known 
that the National Baptist Convention is an organization com 
posed of messengers from regular Baptist Churches, Associa
tions, Conventions, etc.; and while our Constitution does not 
mention the fact, it is understood that all these are organiza 
tions among the Negro Baptists. Our white brethren recog 
nize it thus, and, therefore, none of their Churches or Conven 
tions send any messengers to our meetings. However, I ven 
ture to say that, should they do so, such messengers would be 
received on perfect equality with our own. At most Qf our 
meetings we have had fraternal messengers from the great so 
cieties among our white brethren, and it is useless for me to 
say'that in every case they have been cordially received and 
given a most hearty welcome; and I hope the day will never 
come when we will not have the fraternal visits of these breth
ren. Moreover, I wish to assure you that there is no desire on 
the part of the management of the Convention to widen the 
breach or to encourage further separation between the

“white” and “colored” Christians in this country; but the 
management is not blind to the fact that the white and colored 
people in this country are as separate in nearly every profes
sion and calling in life as if'they lived in different, worlds. We 
verily believe that the time will come when there will be no 
separate Christian institutions, and would gladly welcome 
such to-day; but as the day has not yet come and the “ strong,” 
who “ should bear the infirmities of the weak,” are not yet 
ready to obliterate those lines, the thing for us to do is to go 
forward, do something, get something, so that when the day 
shall come around to unite the Baptist forces of America in one 
great society we will have something to offer as a separate and 
distinct race of people.

Another thing which has, perhaps, somewhat hindered our 
progress is the fact that our country has been engaged in war 
with another nation. While some of the wisest and greatest 
men of our country deprecate war and did all in their power to 
prevent it, nevertheless there was no way out of having an 
armed conflict with Spain and maintain our honor as a Chris
tian nation. When our Chief Magistrate had done all in his 
power to prevent active hostility, and at the same time bring 
about a peaceable settlement of the inhuman, uncivilized Cu
ban war; and when he saw that his own and other Christian 
charities that were being extended to the starving women and 
children, whose husbands and fathers were fighting for free
dom, had been challenged and resisted by Spanish arms, his 
great heart, which met with quick vibration from seventy mil
lion other hearts, rose up and said that Spanish barbarity and 
misrule must cease. You know the.results up to this time.

But the war is not yet ended, notwithstanding the fact that 
peace negotiations are now pending and actual hostilities have 
ceased. Through the mists that rise over the battlefield and 
in the ragged ranks of the poor and oppressed slaves of Span
ish tyranny, the Church of God sees an opportunity-to plant the 
banner of the Cross in places made more accessible by the tri
umphant victory of the American flag. Wherever the flag of 
our country has been borne in triumph the principles of reli
gious liberty have also been carried.

THE AMERICAN FLAG A SYMBOL.
That grand old flag is a significant symbol to every patriotic 
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sons, and inspire love for home and native land. To me it is an 
emblem of resplendent beauty. Not only do the stars repre
sent the sisterhood of the States, but they recall the beautiful 
sentiment spoken by Job when he says, “ Canst thou bind the 
sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? ” 
while the beautiful colors recall the bow of promise which God 
has placed in the clouds, and inspire confidence that the princi
ples which our flag represent shall be extended to every nation.

Our race in this country, for many years held as slaves, 
and not now enjoying the full and complete protection of 
that flag, challenges the whole country to find a class of peo
ple more itpal. Wherever and whenever it has been placed 
in the hands of the ebony-hued sons of America its folds 
have not been allowed to trail in the dust. The American Ne
gro can look through the “ reign of terror ” to which he has 
been subjected, and from which he now suffers, and see the ul
timate triumph of those principles which lie at the very foun 
dation of our government—that “ all men are created free and 
equal,” etc. He believed that the success of this flag in the 
Revolutionary War would bring a better day, and followed it 
then; he followed it under Jackson without the hope of reward, 
and he saved it from dishonor in the Civil War; he also 
bravely led the charge under those colors at Santiago, and will 
ever remain loyal to it until this is indeed and in truth

The land of the free and the home of the brave.
MOB VIOLENCE.

One of the most serious menaces of our country to-day is the 
unbridled spirit of mob violence, which, I am sorry to say 
seems to be on the increase. There seems to be an unholy al 
liance between some of the officers of the law and the mob to 
overturn the very foundation on which our government rests. 
This condition of affairs cannot long exist without jUriously 
affecting the whole country. The causes which have in many 
instances led to the taking of human life without judge or jury 
are held up as an excuse for the mobs’ shameful work. While 
I insist that our ministers should speak out in no unmistak 
able terms against every class of crime, and especially the most 
heinous of all crimes—rape—at the same time I insist that the 
men who gather for no other purpose than to empty their re

volvers into the body of a helpless criminal are themselves 
guilty of a crime which shall cry out from the ground, and God 
will, if the people do not repent and turn from this sin, over
throw the governrilent; and I call to the Church to-day in the 
words of another, “ To your knees, to your knees, O Church,” 
and let us move this blight from our land. Bear in mind that 
God has said: “ Vengeance is mine.”

OtJR FOREIGN WORK.

The Foreign Mission Board has labored against great odds 
during the past year, greater odds than any which have con
fronted it in any year of its existence, and yet with perhaps 
greater success. It was thought that the apparent differences 
which existed between the Board and the ex-members of the 
Richmond Board had been satisfactorily settled when the 
chairman of the Louisville Board agreed at Boston to yield 
every point and accept whatever plan the brethren at Rich
mond might suggest; and it was not known that a portion of 
the brethren were bent on splitting the Convention until after 
the adjournment of the meeting. When the question of divid
ing the country into districts for more effectually doing foreign 
mission work was raised by the Virginia delegation at Boston, 
the attention of the Convention was called to the fact that such 
an order had been made one year previous, and the Secretary 
informed the Convention that the work of districting the 
country was then in progress. It was thought that this fact 
would give general satisfaction, and the Board was advised ro 
proceed at once to form said districts. This the Board pro
ceeded to do; but it developed that this was not satisfactory to 
some of the brethren, and that nothing short of an independent 
organization would be acceptable. Just what success the Dis
trict Convention has.had I am unable to say, but I am sure that 
no cause has ever existed in this body which would in any way 
justify the action of the brethren in an attempt to divide our 
forces in this great work.

THE WORK OF THE TWO BOARDS COMPARED.

From the organization of the Foreign Mission Convention, 
in 1880, to the consolidation of the three Conventions, in 1895, 
the Foreign Mission Board was located at Richmond, Va. 
Since that time the Board has been located at Louisville, Ky. 



54 THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE. THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 55

It has been my pleasure to be an ardent supporter of the for
eign mission work under both of these Boards, and I have an' 
unbiased knowledge of the work accomplished by each of them. 
For years the Board at Richmond labored through its mission
aries to maintain mission stations on the West Coast of Africa 
among the Vey tribes. I need not tell you the sad story of how 
we were driven out of that country, and .that Brother Coles, 
who was the last to preach there, and Sister Coles barely es
caped with their lives. I do not attach any blame to the Board 
at Richmond for the misfortunes which befell the work under 
its charge. They did the best they could, and all that they did 
has been destroyed; and when the Board at Louisville took 
charge orthe work, they had but little more than the name 
with which to commence. Brother Jackson, who had gone out 
to Africa of his own account, was subsequently taken up; and 
an effort was made through him to establish a mission station 
at Cape Town, South Africa. The present Board has been on 
the field for only three years, and has fourteen missionaries ac
tively engaged. While it has had some reverses, it is too mag
nanimous to charge any Christians in this country with it.

That you may know of some of the things with which Bap
tists have to contend, I give you here an exact quotation from 
a letter received from Brother John Tule, who went to Africa 
since the adjournment of our meeting at Boston:

“ I reached here in May last, and from that time I have 
preached, and have baptized twenty-one precious souls, and 
went to the Petty Chief for a mission site. After his consent, 
we went to work and made three thousand bricks with our own 
hands; and, in spite of that, the Wesleyan (Methodist) mission
aries went to the chief and offered him money to drive us out of 
his locality, and there and then came he and his tribe, armed, 
and broke all our bricks; and we went to the magistrate of that 
district, who demanded the contract of our Board as their au
thorized agent, but were unable to produce one, and then and 
there were warned not to preach in that district.”

The fact that these missionaries were forced to leave the 
country has caused some of our brethren to accuse the Board 
of not giving them the proper support. “ Consistency, thou 
art a jewel.”

The Foreign Mission Board has not been as aggressive as I 

think it might have been; but when I consider the unwarranted 
attacks made by our own brethren and the effort of some to 
lead the people away from the Convention, I wonder how it 
has done so well.

HOME MISSION BOARD.
This is the Board whose work has caused so much comment 

and which has caused many of our good brethren to criticise 
severely the action of the National Baptist Convention in au
thorizing the Board to begin the publication of Sunday school 
periodicals; but the wisdom of that act will be seen in the sue 
cess which has crowned the efforts of the Home Mission Board 
in this special line of work. It is needless now that I say a sin 
gle word in defense of this great undertaking on the part of 
the Negro Baptists, but it is necessary that something be said 
concerning the charges which have been brought against the 
project and against its friends. It has been said that those of 
us who have fostered this enterprise and have contended that it 
was a necessity in order to show to the world that we are wor
thy of the sacrifices made for our race, and also for the purpose 
of training ourselves in the management of great concerns, are 
ungrateful creatures, and are drawing the color line by endeav
oring to have a business of our own and then attending to it. 
The charge is a grave one, and should be given more than a 
passing notice; for if it be true that we have suffered more on 
account of that thing called the “ color line ” than any other 
people in the country, and if it be true that in less than forty 
years we have forgotten the wonderful sacrifices of men and 
means for the elevation of our race, which had been driven to 
the lowest depths of degradation by slavery, then such miser
able wretches as we are unfit for the association of good peo
ple; but I wish to say that the charge is without foundation, 
and we challenge the-whole country to find a set of men who 
have done more to obliterate the “ color line ” in our religious 
societies or who have shown by their acts more of the true 
spirit of gratitude than those who are the friends to this enter
prise. Before this enterprise had a beginning those who are 
now fostering it endeavored in every honorable way to secure 
a proper recognition of our leading men in the publication 
house which had for thirty years been our benefactor and was 
at the time receiving ninety per cent, of our patronage. No
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undue haste was taken in the matter, but for years the question 
was discussed in our meetings and brought to the attention of 
the Board of the Publication Society; and when “patience 
ceased to be a virtue,” we then set about laying a foundation 
for ourselves.

I sincerely believe, my brethren, that God, who is now car
rying the race through a period of transition without a parallel 
in its history, has permitted this to come upon us for our own 
good. There can be no comparison between our Publication 
Board’s work and that of other societies in a like work. It re
quired many years for some of these to even reach the place to 

* publish^, paper to accompany a few tracts which they issued;
others began with a borrowed capital; but we commenced with 
nothing but faith in God and the justice of our cause.

I am glad to say to you that, notwithstanding we were 
accused of issuing “ backs which covered white men’s brains,” 
in less than two years from the date of our first issue we are 
turning out more than 200,000 periodicals each quarter, and 
that the entire work, from the janitor in the printing office to 
the editor at his desk, is done by our own people, and that the 
machinery on which the work is done and the building in which 
it is done are the property of this Convention; and I may add 
that this Board has in its employ thirty men and women of our 
race, all of whom are paid regularly from the Secretary’s office 
once every quarter. The Board’s report will show the finan 
cial standing of the Publication Department, and I need not 
enlarge upon that; but shall I not ask you to share with us the 
joy we have in the fact that we can no longer be regarded as 
mere consumers in the literary world, but that we may be 
justly termed producers, and that five thousand of the best Ne
gro Sunday schools in this land buy that literature from the 
counter made by this Convention and from the-hands of the 
very men you appointed to stand behind it?

, Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below.

EDUCATIONAL BOARD.

You will recall the fact that I recommended the consolida
tion of the Home Mission Board and the Educational Board in 
my report at Boston one year ago. Since no action was taken 
upon the recommendation, I will say that, aside from the pub-



THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 57

Rev. SUTTON E. GRIGGS.

lication of the magazine, nothing has been done. Dr. Johnson 
has endeavored to get his Board together to plan for assisting 
In the educational work of the denomination, but to no avail. 
There is a broadfer and greater opportunity before this Board 
than before either of the other Boards. However, I am still of 
the opinion that the work of the two Boards should be consoli
dated. The magazine has been allowed to fall upon the hands 
of a few, and yet it has been a success—not as great a success 
as it deserves, for it must be made to represent in the highest 
degree.the best thought and best literary talent in the denomi
nation; and this can be done by the Convention’s giving to it 
the support it deserves.

CO-OPERATION.
Much has been said during the past year on the matter of co

operation between the white and*colored Baptists along educa 
tional lines in the South. I have been free, as an individual, 
to express myself in favor of co-operation; but I am for that co
operation which indeed co-operates. The work of the National 
Baptist Convention has been held up as an obstacle to the co
operation of the Baptist societies in the work of missions and 
education among the Negroes in the South. Neither the Con 
vention nor its officers, at any time, in any way, desired or at
tempted to discourage the plan, nor has the Board or the Con 
vention ever been asked to consider or in any way advise in the 
matter: and until the other Baptist societies recognize that 
there is in existence such a thing as a National Baptist Con 
vention. no official notice will be taken of the co-operative plan. 
Personally, I would welcome the day when a plan could be en
tered into that would not only obliterate the color line, but at 
the same time wipe out all sectional lines; but the burden of 
this great undertaking will fall first and heaviest upon the 
shoulders of our White brethren, who must open the way for co 
operation in all the branches of work carried on by the Bap 
tists in this country.

A PLEA FOR UNITY.

Many well-disposed, devout, Christian brethren who desire 
no doubt to see the very best things done for the race and the 
denomination have deemed it expedient, in order to secure the 
aid and co-operation of our stronger brethren, to play .neutral 
upon the work of this Convention, and some have said we
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should surrender all and let other societies do the work we are 
endeavoring to do. Such an action would be without prece
dent, and, if followed, would destroy every atom of manhood 
there is in the members of our churches. Brethren, what we 
need, and what we must have if we are ever to command the re
spect of our white brother, is unity. “ Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! ” is 
as applicable to-day as it was in the days of the Psalmist. We 
have 1,GOO,000 people who are as loyal to their churches as any 
that ever lived; and if we can succeed in getting the 14,000 Bap
tist ministers united in the great work before us, no power on 
earth can prevent our carrying to success every object of this 
Convention? If you will indulge .the speculation, I will say 
that I believe that an all-wise Providence has the matter in 
hand, and that he is effectually using the other race to drive 
ours together; for those who yesterday were the most bitter 
opponents of Negro enterprises—Negro Conventions, Negro 
Churches, Negro Associations, Negro .papers, Negro magazines, 
Negro song books, etc.—are to-day loudest in their claim for 
such organizations. I need not give the reasons, for every 
daily paper in the land furnishes the reason why we should be 
united; but let us hope that the day will come, and that by our 
unanimity of action we will help to bring'it on, when there will 
be “ neither Jew nor Greek.”

As I come to consider the discussion in our own ranks, I am 
constrained to say, in the words of Hosea:11 My people are de
stroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 
to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will 
also forget thy children.” My brethren, will you hoar me for 
my people’s sake, for the generations that are to follow us? 
Is there no way by which we can prevent the systematic meth
ods used to keep our people divided and to make them war 
against each other in everything, from a small grocery store 
'to the greatest religious society among us? Wherever and 
whenever an honest effort is made to do anything for the race, 
persons can be found who, like Catiline, sit in counsel with as, 
and, on going out, immediately seek to overthrow every plan 
laid. When I look at these things, I am in full sympathy with 
Paul when he says: “I have great heaviness and continual 
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sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were ac
cursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to 
the flesh.”

Help us to build each other up, 
Our little stock improve;

Increase our faith, confirm our hope, 
And perfect us in love.

Do not think me pessimistic. 1 have faith in God and in the 
ultimate unity and triumph of our churches in this work, for I 
think I can see through the dim vista of time, as- we go for
ward and grasp the problems of life and keep pace in the 
steady march of civilization, one Grand Army of Christian Be
lievers; and I can hear the tramp of an unnumbered throng, 
like the voice of many waters, and, listening still, I can hear 
the voice of that multitude as they raise the old battle cry of 
“ One Lord, one faith, and one baptism; ” and in that grand 
procession, as they march against the powers of darkness, I 
can see the Galilean Jew sitting in the chariot with the Ethio
pian eunuch, and their song is: “The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and 
he shall reign forever and ever.”

THE BOARDS OF THE NATIONAL BAPTIST 
CONVENTION,

To all regular Baptist Churches among the Negroes of 
America, Greeting:

Dear Brethren September 13th to 19th, 1899, will see 
gathered together at the Mt. Olive Baptist Church in the 
city of Nashville, Tenn., great throngs of delegates in attend
ance upon the sessions of the National Baptist Convention of 
America, an organization that represents more Negroes than 
any other agency known to earth in these times.

Before this- Convention assembles we thought it well to 
send this letter forth, that you might more fully perceive the 
greatness of the gathering, and thereupon take part in' the 
glorious work that it is doing for humanity under the guid
ance of God. Therefore, we desire to call your attention to 

J:he following facts:
1. Behind the Convention there lies eighteen long years 

strewn with flowers of usefulness plucked by the hand of 
the Convention, and as we advance to our 19th annual meet
ing, so soon to convene, we go forward with the confidence 
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inspired by a successful past, and cheered by the brighter 
visions of the future.

2. A desire deeply engraved upon our hearts is to cement 
the Baptists of the nation more closely together, realizing 
the full import-of the saying, “In union there is strength.”

OUR WORK.

3. Our Foreign Mission Board now has eleven consecrated 
men and women preaching the Gospel to the heathen in Africa, 
and in the meanwhile casting an anxious look across the 
storm-tossed waters of the Atlantic, depending upon you, my 
brother, for support. Many more are needed to invade other 
portions of the Dark Continent to unfurl there the banner of 
the Load Jesus.

4. The Home Mission Board has established in the city of 
Nashville the greatest Negro printing establishment in the 
world, sending forth day by day the rich and able thoughts 
from Negro pens, and affording employment for scores of 
young men and young women of the race.

This Board has invaded the Pacific Coast, and stationed a 
missionary where the bugle blast of a Baptist warrior has 
seldom been heard before.

It has missionaries in many States co-operating with the 
State organizations. Month by month it gives away hun
dreds of dollars’-worth of bibles, periodicals and other liter
ature.

5. The Board of Education is now planning to inaugurate 
a campaign to raise money to aid the colleges ana high 
schools owned by the Negro Baptists. Having such work as 
we have enumerated going on, and planning far greater 
things for the future, we feel free to call you to our side in our 
labor for God. We implore each church to send a delegate 
and money to the Convention at Nashville, Tenn. If unable 
to send a delegate, please fail not to send a letter and money 
to help the cause go forward. Make all money orders pay
able to the National Baptist Convention, and be sure to state 
in your letter to what Boards you desire your money to go, 
and how much to each Board.

Enclosed you will find a letter form which you will please 
use in sending money and facts to the Convention.

Hoping to meet you or hear from you at Nashville, Tenn. 
Sept. 13-19,we fervently pray for God’s blessings upon your 
church to the end that it may grow and prosper.

Yours for the upbuilding of humanity, the race and the 
denomination,

L. G. JORDAN, Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board.
R. H. BOYD, D. D., Secretary of the Home Mission Board. 
W. B. JOHNSON, Secretary of the Educational Board.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

THE DEATH OF INGERSOLL,

The death of Robert G. Ingersoll removes one of the most 
noted atheists of modern times; a man of splendid gift; an 
able and eminent jurist, who easily ranked with the strong
est disciples of Blackstone the country has produced ; a Re
publican whose fidelity to the party has never been questioned 
and whom the leaders delighted to honor on every occasion 
of national character; an orator whose “honied words” 
charmed all classes, but whose logic was ill-conceived and mis
directed.

Mr. Ingersoll sought to crush a system of truth that is re
sponsible for the civilization and enlightenment of the world ; 
but offered nothing better in its stead. His task was self-im
posed and under its bitterest attacks Christianity flourished 
as never before. His attitude toward the Bible and its teach
ings was born of a malicious spirit and, therefore, could not re
sult in anything but self-destruction. His life is a failure ; 
his magnificent attainments a hollow mockery ; his eloquence 
wasted fragrance—purposeless effort; his idea of personal lib
erty a beautiful theory, but lacking in practicality and soli
darity. What a pity he was out of harmony with the forces 
that have given humanity the only panacea for all its ills. He 
is dead. After the humble Nazarine was put to death, the 
beauty of his character became the charm of the world—the 
magnet, which silently drove all men to him. Nineteen centu
ries have elapsed and his teachings have withstood every at
tack of infidelity, and scepticism has turned the tide of thought 
and sentiment towards Calvary ; have lifted the gates of em
pires from their hinges; made kings to tremble upon their 
thrones by day and toss upon their beds by night.

What will history record of the greatest blasphemer of the 
nineteenth Century. Verily, “ the fool hath said in his heart, 
there is no God.”

T
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THE RESIGNATION OF SECRETARY ALGER.
Mr. Alger is no longer Secretary of War. After being made 

the object of continuous and bitter abuse, not only by his own, 
but every political party; after being assured of Mr. Mc
Kinley’s sympathy and support; after devoting his strength 
and influence to make the administration’s war policy a suc
cess, he is “let down” in the presence of those who have eag
erly sought his political life and the men he served have silently 
consented to his death. We cannot but feel that Mr. McKin
ley has acted cowardly. No matter what may have been Al
ger’s mistakes, when he gave the President the assurance of 
his willingness to resign, he should have been allowed to do so. 
Mr. JVrcKinley, only gives another coincidence of his lack of 
moral courage in this case. He forgets the hand that helps him. 
His administration has been fraught with dangers. Some of 
the heaviest questions the country has ever been called upon to 
settle, have confronted him. The people have been patient 
and patriotic. His supporters have rendered him every avail
able assistance, but has he remembered graciously many who 
have sacrificed all to make the success he enjoys possible ? 
We think not. No man acquainted with the inner history of 
McKinley’s nomination and election, will deny that the Negro 
vote made his entrance in the White House, as President, pos
sible. No man will deny that he has had the best opportu
nity of any administration to reward the Negro for services 
rendered. Has he done so ? Outside of civil appointments, 
well scattered, he has failed in the reorganization of the army 
to recognize the Negro’s ability and valor as a soldier. Why 
has he not shown courage enough to set a standard for the 
people ? Was such a thing unmerited ? Is not the Negro, as a 
soldier, a part of the nation ? Will not this question call for 
settlement in the future and would it not been wise and beau
tiful on his part to have appointed a few lieutenants. The 
material is available. Let jt be taken from among the black 
heroes of San Juan or El Caney. The reckoning time is com
ing. Let the President act before it is too late. Why don’t 
our leaders who have been provided with fat places, and who 
are ready to apologize for him, whenever they get among 
their own people, advise the President to remember the patri
otic and brave Negro in his army appointments.
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Schedule of the Annual State Gatherings of Negro Baptists,

State. Name of Meeting.
Place 
OF 

Meeting.

Time 
of 

Meeting.
Prksidhnt. Post-office.

1
SECRETARY. Post Office.

N. Carol.na.. Miss, and Educational Con
vention.

Women’s Mis . Convention
......................Oct. 19 .

Oct. "....

A.Shepherd ...........
Mrs. R. Shepherd.

Charlotte...........

Oxford... .......

C. S. Brown ...

S. A. Eaton........

Winston.
Henderson.

S. 8. Convention....................... Sept. 23 . A. P. Eaton......... Henderson .... T. O. Fuller....... Warrenton.
Ohio................
Penn................
Tennessee.......
Texas..............

State Convention.....................
S. S. Convention......................
Miss. State Convention.......
Miss, and Edcational Con- Houston...

Oct. 27 ..
May.......

Oct. 11...

J. L. Barksdale
J. S. Trowcr...........
A. L. Hall..............
W. F. Gross...........

Philadelphia .. 
Germantown... 
Memphis .... 
Victoria..............

A. Gordon...........
B. W. Morris....
W. L. Cansler...
M. M. Rogers...

Philadelphia.
Philadelphia. 
Nashville.
Ea Grange.

vention.
General State Convention...
General S. S. Convention .
General Foreign Mission

Dallas........
Palestine ..
Hearn.........

Oct. 11.
Aug
April.......

A. L. Sledge...........
P. Diggs..................
H. Watts................

Chappci Hill....
Calvert................
Houston..............

J. J. Turner.........
Spencer Adams.
E. L. Campbell..

Palestine.
Seguin.
Austin.

Convention.
Texas S. S. Convention.......
Texas Missionary Conven-

Terrell...
Georget’n..

Aug.........
April.......

D. A. Scott............
F. L. Eight............

Marshall............
Houston............

W. F. Gross.......
E. W. D. Isaac..

Victoria. • 
Ft. Worth.

tion.
Women’s General Conven- Dallas......... Oct. 11... Mrs. Buckner....... Austin.................. Miss F. Smith . Seguin.

Virginia.........
W. Virginia..

tion.
Women’s Miss, and Educa- 
cational Convention.

StQte Convention....................
State Convention......................
S. S. Convention......................

Houston...

L’ncburg..

Oct. 11..
May.......

....................

Mrs. Miller...........

R. H. Bowling.. .
C. H. Payne..........
A. P. Stray ter.......

T em pie ............

Norfolk................
Huntington.......
Hinton............

.................................
A. Binga..............
H. B. Rice............
J. W. Scott.........

M anchester. 
Charleston. 
Huntington.

Districts.
Foreign Mission District 
Convention.

New England Convention...

Balt., Md..

Prov., R. I.

Aug......... C. S. Brown........... Raleigh................

1

A. W. Pegues.... Raleigh,
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TO Presidents, Secretaries and Moderators : A glance at this schedule will show you that it is incomplete. We wereun- 
able to get the data in hand in the brief time that was allowed us for its compilation, and we will be grateful to you if you sent us at 
your earliest convenience the statistics that bear upon yom- state meetings. Address, R. H. BOYD, D. D., Nashville. Tenn.
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