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THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE.

The Virginia Theological Seminary and College. Lynchburg. Va.. 
G. W. Hayes, A. M., President.

The Virginia Theological Seminary and College located at 
Lynchburg, Va.. is the child of over two hundred thousand 
Negro B iptists and has been adopted by the denomination in 
Maryland. West Virginia. Pennsylvania, District of Columbia 
and the New England States. It has a property valuation 
of fifty thousand dollars and ranks among the most influen
tial and efficient institutions of learning in the country Its 
graduates are found in all sections of the country and range 
from the intelligent agriculturist and skilled artisan to the 
erudite scholar. In medicine, law, theology and pedagogics 
its representatives are holding their ow.n. The Virginia 
Seminary has been and is today a rich blessing to the race 
and denomination. It not only stands for thoroughness but 
broad culture. It aims to develop the possibilities of the 
race along the most rugged paths of intellectuality.
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Its able faculty has been selected from some of the finest 
scholars in the country. Its President, Prof. G. W. Hayes, a 
graduate of Oberlin, is a born teacher, a wonderful organizer 
and a man “terribly in earnest." We have seen him sway 
vast audiences with his “honied word.” and regard him as 
more eloquent than Price or Council!, Simmons, in his elo
quent advocacy of Christian education.

The institution has much ground for cultivation. The in
dustrial department includes Blacksmithing, Carpentry, 
Pfinting in all its branches. Dressmaking, Cooking, Brick and 
Stone Masonry. The Virginia Seminary is the pet of Virginia 
Baptists and stands as an. evidence of what Negroes can do 
when they attempt something that depends entirely upon 
their loyalty and financial strength for maintenance and sup
port. It is an inspiration to every believer in Negro capa
bility and a rich legacy to hand down to unborn generations.

The object of the school is the mental, moral, and indus
trial elevation of freedmen in the South who have special 
claims upon the people of America for help in the work of 
Christian education.

“ If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy 
darkness be as the noonday; and the Lord guide thee contin
ually and satisfy thy soul in thought, and make fat thy bones; 
and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of 
water, whose waters fail not."—Isa. 58. 10, 41.

WHAT THEY NEED.

Table clothes, rugs, napkins, quilts, cooking utensils, 
sheets, pieces of carpet, Pillow cases.

Ten thousand dollars to complete and'furnish our dormi
tory.

Four thousand dollars for our Industrial Department.
Tools, scroll-saws, lathes, and machinery for carpenter 

shop, foundry and machine shop.
Books and periodicals for the library and reading room, 

and especially books of reference.
Charts, a globe, and physical apparatus for illustrating 

chemistry, physics, etc.

Contributions to aid worthy young men and women while 
they are fitting themselves for the service of the Master.

Money for any of the above purposes can be sent to G. W. 
Hayes, President Virgfnia Seminary, Lynchburg, Va.; Rev. 
B. F. Fox, D. D., Salem, Va.; Rev. R. H. Bowling, D. D., Sec'y 
of the Trustee Board and President of the Virginia Baptist 
State Convention; Rev. W. F. Graham, D. D., President of 
the Trustee Board of the Seminary; Rev. W. Bishop John
son, D. D., Washington, D. C.

CHRISTMAS HYMN.
By Minnie C. Berry Robinson

Repeat the glad, old story 
Of the merry Christmas time.

When o'er the hills of Judah
Rang out the angel chime;

Oh, say. if on those sacred hills
No echo now ye hear

Of those seraphic, heavenly strains 
That met the shepherds’ ear ?

••(rood will to men," they sweetly sing. 
And to the earth he peace.

Oh. catch the sound, nor let it die 
Till sin's dominion cease.

() wondrous star, that guided 
The wise men on their way.

As they hastened to the manger 
Where the infant Saviour lay '

So lead us. O thou star divine.
By thy celestial ray.

To our Saviour, Christ and Lord. 
Who is the Truth, the Way.
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Guadalupe College. Seguin, Texas. D. Abner, Ph. D., President.

No school has risen to fame faster. It is well known 
among the Baptist hosts of America and others—out of re
spect for its excellent management from year to year, con
tributions are sent in from almost every State in the union. 
Neither are such remembrances restricted to any particular 
nationality or religious sect. Of coure its main prop is in 
the denomination that founded it. Those who have thus re- 
membere'd the school almost invariably say, “ Guadalupe 
college is regarded as one of the greatest purely Negro Bap
tist colleges of America—it is splendidly demonstrating the 
ability of the race to foster, maintain and operate great 
schools for the education of the race, by men and women of 
the race."

1. It is conveniently located in the heart of the city.
2. It is backed by 105,000 members of the General conven

tion.
3. It provides for literary, industrial, musical and Bible 

training.
4. Of the 1890 pupils that have attended the school, many 

of whom are efficient teachers in public schools; 123 are 
preaching the gospel with telling effect; 956 are Sunday 
school workers, many of whom are dressmakers, and quite a 
number of young men are engaged in practical carpentry 
and printing.

5. It insists upon thorough work in all departments.
6. Its graduates rank among the first of the country.
7. It requires that all the pupils get hard down at study 

soon after entering school.

8. Its rules and regulations, made known to every pupil 
upon entering school, are such as to develop a well regulated 
life. Rules between the sexes are strict and firm.

9. In 1897, when the ’nstitution entered upon the work of 
higher education, its property valution was $20,000 (twenty 
thousand dollars) with an impending debt of $4,000. In 1898, 
its property valuation, from construction of three nice build
ings, was $+5,000 (forty-five thousand dollars) with a debt of 
$3,500. In 1899, its property valuation is $52,000. One $4,000 
building constructed by the women of the General Baptist 
State Convention of Texas in 1899 and the addition of what 
is known as the Ilsley property brings its valuation to date 
to $52,000 (fifty-two thousand dollars) with a small indebted
ness yet over it.

So wonderful has been the increase in attendance in every 
department that plans are being laid for the construction of 
a $23,000 (twenty thousand dollar) building.

FOUNDED.

Guadalupe College was founded in 1884, by Negro Baptists 
and friends of Southwest Texas, and is principally sustained 
by associations and a State Convention. It entered upon the 
work of higher education in 1887.

Aside from book training, students are taught the rudi
ments of farming, carpentry and printing. Our female stu
dents receive the same literary training as young men, and 
are required to learn the art of dress-making, crocheting, etc. 
Our ministers are privileged to better prepare themselves in 
literary branches, as they pursue their theological course. 
The character of work done in dll the departments is good.

Seven excellently arranged buildings grace the college 
campus. They are both beautiful and spacious and well 
ventilated, constantly receiving the invigorating breezes 
from the lovely Guadalupe river, a few hundred yards below • 
it. They are able to afford accommodations to two hundred 
boarders and a large number of community pupils.

Severa Ihundred pages of splendid testimonials could here 
be quoted, but two or three will do. A millionairess of St. 
Louis said: "For years I have assisted the colored people 
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through organizations of my people, but I have seriously 
considered the matter and decided to change my method of 
giving. I thihk the time has come that your people, (refer
ring to the Negro), especially of the South, should manage 
their own schools and colleges. It stimulates them—it 
would encourage them and aside from opening fields of labor 
for them, it would more firmly establish confidence in their 
ability to do. And with this view, here is a check for a few 
hundred. I can trust it to your handling. Put me on roll 
as an annual donor to Guadalupe College.’’ She has given 
hundreds more. What she meant by managing “their own 
schools” had ^o reference to public schools further than that 
the Negro should teach his own people.

A distinguished man of color and means, of Pittsburg, 
Pa., said in a letter a few days ago: “ God be praised for 
such a great school. The Negro Baptists of Texas have set 
other States a grand example in the successful operation of 
that school—it shows the power of our people to manage 
great concerns. Nobody doubts the Negro’s ability to grasp 
—he must prove a master iq managing, or executive ability. 
Here is a check for the school—call on me when you are in

* heed.”
As aforesaid, hundreds of similar quotations from letters 

regarding the work of this school might be produced.
The Austin Statesman, through a special visit of its cor

respondent, came out in an article with this caption: “Gua
dalupe College, A Marvel,” and then goes on to speak in de
tail of its faculty and various departments, its order and 
what the citizens (white), of the community say of it.

The Standard, of Chicago, through a visit of its corres
pondent, says: “ It is a thoroughly organized school sustain
ing the classical, scientific, normal, Bible, musical and indus
trial courses. The conduct of the school is unsurpassed and 
all its departments run like clock work. The school is under 
a"ble management and deserves the support and encourage
ment of us all.”

Central CityCollege is the exponent of Negro capability. 
It is owned, controlled and managed by the Negro Baptists 
of Georgia. It is the happy conception of the late Dr. E. K. 
Love, that prince of preachers and untiring worker for the 

..intellectual advancement of' the race. It is Georgia’s monu- 
. ment to his memory and her unqualified endorsement of his 
indefatigible efforts to show that, in that State, Baptists had 
manhood and self-reliance enough to do something distinct
ively their own. Before he had realized his fondest hopes, he 
was called from labor to reward, and his educational work 
passed into other hands. Not to succumb before this great 
calamity, his co-workers caught his mantle and turned their 
faces to the onerous duty of paying for the College building 
and grounds.

In addition to the college and theological course, is an 
industrial course, includitig Farming, Blacksmithing, Car
pentry. Printing, Dress-making, Cooking, Fowl-raising; thus 
training hand as well as heart and head.

The needs of the industrial department are many, viz: 
Sewing machines, printing press, carpenter's tools, farming 
implements, etc. A contribution sent to Prest. W. E. Holmes. 
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Macon, Ga., or to Secretary W. Bishop Johnson, Washington, 
D. C., designated to the “Industrial Department," would 
greatly assist. “ He gives twice who gives quickly.” The 
Trustee Board consists of some of the ablest and truest men 
in Georgia. The following are their names: Rev. W. R. 
Forbes. Chairman; Rev. C. A. Johnson, Rev. C. S. Wilkins, 
D. D., Rev. E. C. Cumming, Rev. Robt. B. Williams, Rev. N.
G. McCall, Rev. S. A. McNeal, D. D., Rev. N. B. Williamson.

Central City College is under the auspices of the Mission
ary Baptist Convention of Georgia, and is strongly endorsed 
by the Gsneral Missionary and Educational Convention. Its 

bourses are Grammar, Academic. Theological, Industrial, 
Collegiate. It is (rentrally located, easy, of access, mild of 
climate, and point of healthfulness, ranking*third in the list 
of cities in the United States. .

Macon is an excellent seat for an educational institution. 
For beauty of scenery and healthfulness of location, it is not 
surpassed in this country. The building is an old ante Bellum 
manse, surrounded by 235 acres of land. There are nine 
commodious rooms to the building, in every way suited for 
school purposes. The history of this building reads like a 
romance. Accommodations are being made for all applicants, 
but at this time, the college is greatly handicapped because 
of limited room. The Baptists of Georgia are rallying, 
around this institution with remarkable earnestness and, 
while the building will cost $ro.ooo, they have succeeded in 
paving alarge oercentageof this amount without any outside 
help. Every Baptist and benevolent person in the United 
States should send a contribution at once to President 
Holmes. The number of students this year will soon reach 
the 300 mark. The following letter will explain itself:

M'Xcox, Ga.. November 26, 1900.
My Dear Dr. Johnson: »

Your contribution of a sewing machine, a box and a barrel of crockerv 
came to hand today and has been delivered to the institution, and on behalf 
of the trtistees and the College as well of for myself personally I write our 
sincere thanks for this substantial evidence of interest in what we are at
tempting here for the uplift of the race Words do not fullv convey the 
sentiments of the heart: thevserve merely to indicate faintlv the depth of 
its feeling and the extent'of its gratitude. So all I can sav is we thank von 
with all our hearts.

You have no idea how greatly what you are doing for us inspires and en- 
hearts us. Think of onr struggling here for our lives to prove to the world 
that in the course of a generation we have developed sufficient ability to 
engage in the great work of educating and regenerating our race. And 
think of our being abused and misrepresented because we are doing such 
work, abusad and misrepresented by men who should stand by our side 
and assist us as we struggle.

And think of our being remembered by you in far distant Washington, 
the Capital of the greatest nation beneath- the sun. We appreciate as fully 
as we are able the fact that in you we have a sincere friend, an able cham
pion and a fearless defender.

May God bless you with length of days, vigor of mind and body, and 
abundant success in all labors to promote Christian civilization.

I am ever your brother,
WM E. HOLMES.

JESUS OF BETHLEHEM.

The angels swift from heaven came down. 
With bright and buoyant wing.

To tell the wonders of the day.—
The shepherds heard them sing,—

All glory be to God on high, 
On earth His peace shall dwell;

With choral songs of sweet delight 
Angelic bosoms swell,—

Swell like old ocean’s heaving breast.
With glory on each wave.

This was the centre of their joy,— 
That Jesus came to save.

Awake, awake, thou sleeping earth.
Let echoing skies reply,

And raise the chorus,of their joy,— 
To him who reigns on high.

The infant stranger meekly lay
Within a cattle-stall,

Although the heavens and earth are His, 
Whose hand had made them all.
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OUR EDUCATIONAL WORK.

By the Corresponding Secretary.

Every student of history will admit that the American 
Negro is passing through the most critical period of his ex
istence as a freeman. It is the hour of trial that has come 
to all races some time during their history. If they have 
proven themselves in possession of the sterling qualities of 
manhood that enables them to rise above and outlive these 
crucial tests, then they earn their right to live and be re- 

‘ ^4feded as an element in the parliament of thought and 
action. If they quaiF and faint before the'hot fires of per
secution, unwilling to bear their breasts to the shafts of en
mity hurled by a relentless foe; unable to survive the wreck of' 
matter and the deep conspiracy that seeks their destruction, 
then they ought to die, unwept and unsung.

Three forces are in the Negroes' possession, that have al
ways played an essential and important part in the perpetu
ation of race identity and power, viz: Religion, education 
and wealth. These are the triple agencies that will ulti
mately make him invincible. _ .Their influence.and power 
must always be felt and acknowledged. They are’the “ open 
sesame" to all the mysteries of the present and the solution 
to every problem, with which the future may confront him.

During the year, we have federated many of our schools, 
owned, controlled and managed by Negro Baptists, with the 
view of helping our people to realize that they are our schools-, 
and stimulating pride in their support. We have found a 
number of institutions, such as High Schools, Academies, 
Seminaries, Colleges and Universities, scattered throughout 
the country, maintaining themselves by their own individual 
efforts, receiving no help outside of their own States and 
supported by contributions from Negro Baptists alone. We 
believe it be our imperative duty to take under our nurture 
control such institutions. The time has come when these 
schools must be made to feel that the great Baptist family
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extends te them a helping hand and has them under its fos
tering care. There is no reason why we should not begin now 
to take care of our own educational institutions as well as our 
own Publishing House.

We have found it difficult to get each State to contribute 
through our Board, since in each State there is a local edu
cational Board that has for its special object the support of 
its own State school and is not inclined to send money out
side of its confines, merely to pass through a natioal channel. 
In these cases we ask that whatever monies are raised, the 
amounts be reported to us, so we may know what is the actual 
amounts of educational money raised by Negro Baptists.

The following entered the Federation of Negro Schools: 
Guadalupe College, Seguin, Texas; Virginia Seminary, 
Lynchburg, Va.; C. C. College, Macon, Ga.; Albermarle 
Training School, North Carolina.

The following are owned and controlled by Negro Baptists: 
Baptist College, Little Rock, Ark.; Arkadelphia Academy, 
Arkadelphia, Ark.; Brinkley Academy, Brinkley, Ark.; Mag
nolia Academy, Magnolia, Ark; Alabama Baptist University, 
Selma, Ala.: Anniston Normal College, Anniston, Ala.; Eu
faula Baptist Academy, Eufaula. Ala.; Marion Baptist Acad
emy, Marion, Ala.; Opelika High School, Opelika, Ala.; 
Thomasville Academy, Thomasville, Ala.; C. C. College, 
Macon, Ga.; Western College, Macon, Mo.: Roanoke Institute, 
Elizabeth City, N. C.; Albermale Training School, Edenton-, 
N. C.; Bertie Academy, Windsor, N. C.; Natchez College, 
Natchez, Miss.; Gloster High School, Gloster, Miss.; Central 
Mississippi College, Kosciusko, Miss.; Zion and Granada 
High School, Winona, Miss.; Meridian HighSchool, Meridian, 
Miss.; Ministerial Institute, West' Point, Miss,; Nettleton 
High School, Nettleton, Miss.; Hopkinsville College, Hof), 
kinsville, Ky.; Cadiz Normal and Theological College, Cadiz, 
Ky.; Polytechnic Academy, Danville, Ky.; Glasgow Normal 
School, Glasgow, Ky.; State Universitv, Louisville, Ky.; 
Guadalupe College, Seguin, Texas; Virginia Seminary, 
Lynchburg, Va.; Howe Institute, Memphis, Tenn.; Nelson 
Merry College, Mossey Creek, Tenn. Total, 31.

The foregoing is only a partial list of our schools. We 
hope during the year to secure them all for our federation 
of Negro schools. The amount raised during 1899 by the 
Educational Board of the National Baptist Convention is 
§102,581.25, and the amount expended is $102,s8r.25. Valua
tion of school property, $350,000.

pillOWII.1 ! >■ "N." :.J ... 1 ------ —"•
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SPARKS FROM AFRO-AMERICAN ANVILS.

Races, like individuals, are endowed with God-given tal
ents to be utilized.in the forces and agencies which make for 
them a standing in the presence of divine justice. Wisely 
and properly used such talents lift a people into continuous 
progressive reputation and power; unused and left to the 
wiles of dormant thoughtlessness they bring upon a people 
the judgment of Sodom and Gomorah.

W. F. Graham, D. D., Virginia.

History teaches that the pathway of the American Negro 
‘has^t>een one of programs, conquest and mastery of the most 
hostile and apparently insuperable odds in the history of any 
people. From an estate of brutal serfdom we have been ele
vated to the high plane of national citizenship, with the 
broad avenue of golden opportunities thrown open and priv
ileged to become the architects of our own future. The past 
attests that we have slowly but surely carved our destiny 
along hopeful lines. The church, school room, work shop, 
farm, studio and business mart are thundering witnesses to 
our upward march. Have, we reached our zenith ? We would 
not believe it though devils howled it from below or popery 
proclaimed it in pontific awe from above.

H. T. Johnson,'!). D , Pennsylvania.

It is an encouraging sign, when an individual grows to the 
point where he can hold himself up for personal analysis and 
study. It is equally encouraging for a race to be able to 
study itself—to know its weakness as well as its strength. 
It is not in the highest degree hepfufcto a race, to be contin
ually praised and thus have its weakness overlooked; neither 
is it the most helpful thing to have its faults alone contin
ually dwelt upon. What is needed is downright, straight
forward honesty in both directions.

, Booker T. Washington.

The white yeople do not know the Negroes socially, and 
hence cannot teach them what they do not know. If they
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cannot teach the Negroes this, they cannot make them truly 
great. In order to roundly educate the Negroes and make 
them truly great, they must have the benefit, habits, exam- 
pies and customs of their teachers in social life. This the 
white folks do not give the Negroes, and hence cannot teach 
them. The most Negroes can learn from their white teach
ers on such subjects is theoretical and visionary. They have 
no living example of it. In order to know and meet the 
wants of their scholars, teachers must associate with them 
in social life. There is no social relation between the white 
teachers and their black scholars, except the most strained, 
stiff and formal, and hence the white people are in absolute 
ignorance of the social condition and needs of the Negroes. 
Since no sensible or fair-minded person can deny this, he 
must therefore admit that the white people are mot prepared 
to teach the Negroes along social lines. This left out of 
their education, the major part of their education is neg
lected. E. K. Love, D. D., Georgia, (deceased.)

While the moral law of God is the standard of moral recti
tude and has its foundation in his own moral character, the 
gospel is the expression of the attribute of mercy in the 
moral perfections that constitute that character. There is 
perfect harmony between the law and the gospel.

J. J. Durham, Georgia.

“ Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that 
had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression.” 
Death reigned over them because it reigned in them; and it 
was in them through transmission from Adam. That we 
cannot explain the transmission of this evil nature and its 
consequences', does not militate against the fact of its being 
so. We cannot explain how traits, physical, mental and 
moral are transmitted from father to child but no fact of so
cial science is more widely accepted than that. Just as a foun
tain transmits along all the reaches of its stream the water, 
pure or impure, so the fountain head of humanity sent forth 
its stream corrupted by the fall.

Harvey Johnson, D. D., Maryland.
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Editorials.

The century just closing is one of the most magnificent in 
the history of the human race. It has’ taught the world its 
best lessons of liberty and law. It has been pre-eminently a 
century of scientific research, material development and re
ligious conquest. All the missionary activities of the church 
have developed into wonderful magnitude and the princi
ples of Christianity may truly be said to “blossom as the 
rose.” The beginning of this century found the Negro race 
in the midst of the darkness and despair of human slavery; 
regarded as civil, political and intellectual nonentities; the 
CTose of the centurukpoint to that same race as having broken 
the shackles of its serfdom; bathed itself in the pure sun
shine of liberty and ascended the heights of racial progress, 
until it has become the wonder of the world. Steam and 
electricity have indeed revolutionized the face of the earth 
during this auspicious century. They have taught the vapor 
to toil, the lightning to speak and the winds to worship. All 
of these forces Christianity has manipulated in order to ad
vance the Messiah’s kingdom and thus prepare the world for 
that happy period when' it shall be said “The kingdom of 
this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
his Christ.” What a splendid prophecy are the' accomplish
ments of this century, of what the earth must receive in 
blessings from the century yet unborn. The 20th century 
has unknown and untold benefactions for those whose priv
ilege it shall be to live and move during its silent revolu
tions.

We cannot see why the presidents of our educational insti
tutions do not co operate with the Secretary of our educa
tional work. We have written requesting that each institu
tion send us a historical sketch of the school, emphasizing 
its particular needs, so we can make an intelligent appeal to 
the public for assistance. The reason some institutions 
have secured more help than others, is because we are better 
informed as to their pressing necessities. This number of 
the Magazine is devoted entirely to the educational work of
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the National Baptist Convention. We hope that it will be 
carefully read and give information helpful to everyone. 
Now let each school forward us such information as will as
sist us in pushing the claims of Christian education. Much 
more interest could be aroused throughout the country and 
many more friends secured who would be steady contribu
tors to Negro education, if we could persuade the men at the 
head of our denominational schools to co-operate with the 
Educational Board of the National Baptist Convention.

An institution of learning that will teach its students, 
either directly or indirectly, that they are inferior to other 
men and should not aspire to the highest development is a 
curse rather than a blessing. It sends out into the world of 
competition and severe struggle for the 'hiastery, cripples 
instead of strong men; pigmies instead of giants; mere shad
ows instead of men. It is this kind of education that fills 
prison houses with inmates and adds to the criminality of 
the world.

It is highly edifying, that so many of our institutions are 
givi.ng attentio.n, to industrial education. Our peculiar posi
tion in this country makes it necessary, that our labor be 
skilled. We need this kind of instruction to meet the de
mands that the world, will make upon us in the future both 
at home and abroad. It won’t do to bewail about labor un
ions not admitting us. We must be ready to step in, when 
these barriers are broken down, as they surely will be. This 
is a great big world. We do not know where providence may 
cast the lot of many in the coming years. We will be able to 
make our way only as we are able, to seize opportunities and 
turn them into work and wealth. Be ready, with scientific 
agriculturists, machinists, stone-masons, up-to-date carpen
ters, architects and builders, dress-makers who eut and fit 
according to the latest methods; cooks, who prepare meals, 
not on the “hit and miss” plan, but according to scientific 
principles, printers and book-binders who have mastered the 
trade. Be ready one and all. The next century will call for 
you. Let your response be “Here."
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The message of the 19th Century to the Negro, who is to 
play a part upon t.he intellectual arena of the 20th Century 
is one that comes freighted with injunctions so positive and 
powerful, that we cannot easily escape the responsibility 
which they impose upon us, because we who dwell in the 
South are eye-witnesses of their realistic proportions as seen 
in the large numbers of young people, who even in this late 
day seem to be indifferent to the great question of personal 
intellectual development.

This is distinctively true in every southern state. We 
would not shut our eyes to the fact that many institutions 

> ^^emingly are sprouting upon the hilltops and valleys of our 
southland and yet s$ broad is the field and, so numerous are 
they who are to be reached, that we have yet only approxi
mated in these institutions, the work which is to be accom
plished. The message of the 19th Century to the Negro of 
20th Century is a personal one. It calls upon us as individ
uals to bestir ourselves, to the great work of racial uplift
ing. This responsibility is to be assumed more and more 
by ourselves.

••We look too high
For things close by.”

The Educational Conference which met a few clays ago in 
Richmond, Va., brought to the surface once again a Dr. Bar
ringer who has been employed by the State of Virginia dur
ing these last few years of her political and intellectual de
cadence as a Professor in the State University.

Dr. Barringer is only a reflection of the fearful depth to 
which the once distinguished and renowned Virginian has 
descended. There was a time when to be a Professor in the 
University of Virginia was to bear about in your person 
the highest expression of the thought and estimate’ of 'a 
Virginian, than which-there was no higher in this country. 
No one acquainted thoroughly with the history of our coun
try but what will accord to Virginia a social atmosphere 
such as no other state in the Union has ever pretended to 
have or has at any time laid any claim to. This condition 
in her social life was recognized in herrepresentatives when

ever they were met. To be a Virginia gentleman was a pass
port in the best circles of our country; but this importation 
in the hope of Barringer setting at defiance Virginia’s lof
ty ideal in gentility, in character, and in the modus oferandi 
of dealing with her negro population can only be found in 
an exotic such as Barringer must be, who can lay no claim to 
Virginia blood and lineage. We see no reason for recurring 
to the illogical and forced conclusions which are present in 
every line of his arguments; there seems to be no disposi
tion to respect the truth even if he knew, the truth. To say 
that the Negro has made no progress is to say what is false 
in tqto—absolutely so. Barringer must have said these 
things with the knowledge of the facts which fitly cata
logue him, or without the knowledge of the facts which 
would not relieve him of similar cataloging There is no 
need that we summarize this disquisition of Barringer as the 
truth concerning the Negro is too well known to require 
such a summing up. We would have Barringer to know that 
we are too magnanimous to smite him in his weakness 
but are even charitable enough to grant him the mercy of 
our silence.

The wisdom of the co-operation entered into by the Home 
Mission Board and the Southern Board is unquestionable. 
The Negroes of the South have been born and reared amon<* 
the people with whom they have entered into this co-opera*- 
tive relationship and with all their faults, they love them 
still. Why should it seem a strange thing that Negro Bap
tists co-operate with Southern Baptists? They have hearti
ly encouraged our efforts to develop our manhood and while 
they did not come to our rescue at the close of the war, it 
must be remembered that, that struggle impoverished the 
South and plunged them into’the depths of helplessness and 
despair but out of their poverty, they extended the hand of 
hospitality towards an infantile race, and put themselves on 
record as the true friends of an oppressed people. There is 
a white southern aristocracy that is as high toned and pro
gressive as any in this country. The kind of co-operation 
entered into by our Boards, is the kind that really co pper- 
ates.

r ■ 1 -- r
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There is in this country two classes of Negro Baptists: 
one who believes, that the development and denominational 
work of Negro Baptists can best be accomplished by co-oper
ation with White Baptists, they assuming the control and 
direction of the Educational work of the Negroes and con
tributing money for the support of this work; requiring the 
the Negro also to contribute but declaring it not yet time 
to accept him as an equal member in the equation, and the 
other that believes the Negro should develop himself and 
work by his own efforts, co-operating only with those who 
will accept him as an equal factor in thd work to be accom- 

. ^plished; holding that all the education bestowed upon him 
by his friends waJhntended to develop self-help and main
taining it to be his duty to organize and discipline nearly 
two million members, to the end that they may manage and 
control, primarily, their own institutions and denomina
tional work, and bequeath to unborn generations an exam
ple of manhood worthy of their emulation and inspiration. 
Each class is pursuing its work and trying thus to serve 
the Master and advance* the principles of the denomination. 
The existence of these classes, is inevitable; it is the natural 
result of our training and development. There will never 
be any return to the old Condition of affairs hence both 
should learn to respect the position of each. There should 
be no bitterness and enmity; men who love God must be 
above these things. We are brethren. Now, the iMagazine 
advises each to go right ahead with its work and leave the 
result with God. Vituperation and slander will only dis
grace all and can effect no good. We shall do all in our power 
to teach Negroes to manage and control the work for which 
they contribute their money, talents and prayers and thus 
save their self-respect and gain the respect of others. God 
has given us many souls and it is our duty to him, to set be
fore them such examples and operate such plans as shall re
sult in their highest and best growth to serve God and man.

As we welcome the New Century with all the possibilities 
of development and advancement in the civilized world and 
the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, we hail with exceed

ing great pleasure “Church Characters Illustrated,” which 
will be to the Church in the New Century what Bunyon’s 
Pilgrim's Progress was in his day. This wonderful religious 
exhibition evolved out of the brain of Rev. I. L. Thomas, 
D. D., who stands among the foremost men of our Race. Dr. 
Thomas is a genius. He has given to the world 150 original 
pictures of the every-day Christian life. He brings vividly 
before you the characters with, whom you journey in the 
Road to Zion. Then in scene after scene he shows the tri
umphs of the Christian and his glorious entry into Heaven. 
There is nothing like it on canvas. Every Pastor of the 
Baptist Church and all other branches of the Christian 
Church should welcome with overflowing houses this God- 
sent Gospel Mirror. No language can describe his Death 
Scene of the Evangelist Moody. I predict for Dr. Thomas 
a perfect ovation everywhere.

“Given to hospitality” is put in Paul’s letter to Timothy as 
one of the qualifications for the Gospel Minister. We are 
afraid that many of the brethren are forgetful of this injunc
tion and therefore do not “entertain strangers" within their 
gates. There may be some excuse in the case of men who 
are not k-nown to the denomination but none where an accep
table minister, and leader comes in the midst. It was our 
fortune to be thrown in a strange city last year, where there 
were several pasfors, that knew the position held by us among 
Baptists, and also knew we did not come begging for any
body or anything, yet we were treated shabbily. We paid 
our board and lodging bills, and got what we paid for, but 
we could not get a pastor to pay us a friendly visit and intro
duce us to the Baptist family. The leading pastor started in 
alright but was absent frotq town the first few days and we 
never saw him more, though we stayed nearly one month. We 
write these things not because we are injured but to help some 
one who is not as well fixed as we are and to stimulate breth
ren to honor their leaders, who are making sacrifices to bring 
the denomination to the front. Everybody seems to recog
nize and honor their leading men more than Baptists. This 
is because the vast majority of our pastors never tell their 
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churches of the strong men among us. The peopleware' al
right on nearly every general subject but we have shepherds 
who want the fleece for themselves and hence the great de
nomination does not grow faster.

We are often pained at the treatment accorded our secre
taries at Conventions. We have seen them insulted and refer
red to as usurpers, being told that all they wanted is money. 
Now every intelligent Baptist ought to know, that we have 
Boards through which we do our work and these secretaries 
are representing the work of the several Boards. Simply do- 

Xfrng their work; attending to their business. They ought to be 
honored everytime they visit a Convention or Church. If 
Baptists have any denominational leaders, they are the sec
retaries. Other denominations have General Officers, and 
they are honored and respected from the least to the great
est. Why is it Baptists are so slow to do so? Is it ignorance, 
jealousy or downright meanness? Will somebody explain so 
we can remedy the thing.

We have received the Minutes of the Richmond Meeting of 
the National Convention, and, unhesitatingly, declare them 
the finest compilation we have ever seen of a ."Baptist gath
ering. They are up-to-date in every way. They show what 
a wonderful piece of machinery negro Baptists have in mo
tion, in the operation of Home and Foreign Missions, Pub
lishing House, Educational and B. Y. P. U. work. Prof. Cans- 
ler and Dr. Boyd are to be congratulated. "

We have not had a very hearty response to our appeal for 
subscribers. . We say again, the Magazine will be sent to those 
only who pay for it. There are a number of men “in office" 
and “on Boards,” who like to display their positions on visi
ting cards and letter heads and think they can subscribe for 
any denominational paper and pay for none because they are 
leaders. Now we have bills against many. We only ask, if 
they desire to read the Magazine as a subscriber, that they 
send us One Dollar.

The “Christmas Number” of the “Christian Organizer’, 
was a gem. Its mechanical make-up as well as the cogency 
of argument in editorials rank it among the best religious 
weeklies in this country.' The Organizer, has few, if any su
periors. It is a Baptist paper, published at Lynchburg, Va., 
at $t.oo per annum.

The Magazine received congratulatory notices from several 
of the Exchanges viz. the Christian Banner, American Bap
tist, Arkansas Reporter, Christian Organizer, Daily Record. 
We thank our contemporaries for their kind words and wish 
them all A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.

We are trying to give our readers fresh and short articles, 
on current topics. We hope the brethren will send us an ar
ticle for our next issue. Guage the article by the length of 
the one that appears in each issue of the Magazine.

Miss Francis Riley is representing the Educational Board 
as Financial Secretary in Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New York and New Jersey; Rev. A. W. Adams in the New 
England States; Rev. J. L. McCoy in the District of Colum
bia and Virginia; Rev. Hugh A. Rouser in Indiana, Illinois, 
Kentucky and Tennessee, and each member of the Board in 
his respective state.

We want to raise during January and February:
___tt e*—- ?------------- ■* “For Va. Seminary and College, Lynchburg, Va--------  $ 500.

For Central City College, Macon, Ga......... .................... 1000.
For Guadalupe College, Seguing Teaas..................  500.
For Albermarle Institute, North Carolina........... . too.
For the general work of th? Educational Board_____ 400.

Making a Total of........ . ............  2500.
Who will send us a contribution designated to one of these

objects? We call on every member of our Board to send us 
some money. The members of the Board are as follows: R.
I. Pollard, D. D., Alabama; J. R. Bennett, Arkansas; J. E. 
Ford, Colorado; W. Bishop Johnson, G. W. Lee, W. H. Brooks, 
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A. W. Willbanks, J. A. Taylor, Robert Johnson, Washington, 
D. C.; G. P. McKinney, Florida; W. E. Holmes, Georgia; E. 
II. Burden, Illinois; ‘j. W. Carr, Indiana;.?. W. Jones, Iowa;
G. W. Hall. Indian Territory; W. H. McRidley, Kentucky; 
j. B. Greene, Lottisana; A. W. Adams,'Massachusett&rTames
H. Reid, H. Johnson, Jones Watkins, W. H. Sherwoyld, ^1. M. 
Sparks, Maryland; S. W. Brown, Mississippi; E. L.l Scruggs, 
Missouri; S. P. Kuyht, North Carolina; S. W. Smith, New 
Jersey; C. T. Walker, New York’/ Martin L. Harvey, New 
York; J. M. Riddle, Onio; J. C. Johnson, Oklahoma; E. W. 
Moore, W. A. Creditt, Alexander Gordon, Pennsylvania; J. 

^H^resley, Rhode Island: J. C. Daniels, South Carolina; P. 
.J. Jackson, Tennessee^ D. A. Scott, Texas; A. L. Sledge,
Texas; W. H. Johnson, A. R. Jackson, B. Tyrell, Va.; C. H. 
Payne, West Virginia.

Why not send us your subscription to this Magazine? We 
are publishing it regularly at Washington, D. C. You can’t 
afford to miss the strong articles that will appear in the Jan
uary number which will be issued January 28th. It will con
tain articles from the Revs.-Drs. W. H. Brooks; Washington,
D. C.; J. H. Eason, Alabama; I. L. Thomas, Washington, D. 
C.; C. T. Walker, New York; W. A. Creditt, Pennsylvania;
E. A. Wilson, Kansas; and the cuts and sketches of promi
nent men with the usual editorials. You have only one 
Magazine and it should be read by friends and enemies of 
the Negro Baptists. You can’t expect us to send it Free. If 
you do, send in your name and we will help yoy. The Con-

, vention ordered that we make it a Quarterly. This will be 
done but not at present. Now brethren we should receive 
many subscribers in the next 30 days. So we make this 
offer which will be good until February 15th.

We will send the Magazine to any address in the country 
for One Year for Seventy-five Cents cash in advance. Who 
will send? ,We are ready to receipt. Forward March!
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