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THE HORRIBLE CRIME AT LEAVENWORTH, KANS.

JOHN J. THOMAS, Kansas City, Kansas.

Nothing has occurred West of the Mississippi river or 
North of the so-called Mason and Dixon line in a number of 
years that has caused more newspaper comment, greater cry 
for vengeance and wide-spread censure than the horrible 
burning of Fred. Alexander, a colored citizen of Leaven
worth, Kansas, in that city, Tuesday afternoon, January 15th. 
Especially should this be considered a most brutal and out
rageous blot upon the escutcheon of Kansas, wfien the doomed 
man so pitibly declared his innocence and the girl too upon 
whom the alleged outrage had been committed said she her
self was not sure Alexander was the man. I feel not to ex
aggerate in the least when I say that this vias the most hell
ish mob that ever paraded the streets of a so-called civilized 
American city. Just think of it! howling men in broad open 
daylight take an innocent man, tie him to an iron stake, pile 
a cord of wood around him, saturating the same with many 
gallons of coal oil and then pore a portion of the same over 
the man’s body and apply a match to the unfortunate's 
clothes and dance as it were a war-dance amidst the sternest 
protests of his innocence. It must have been a horribly 
ugly task for old man Forbes, the alleged murdered girl's 
father, with match in his hand, when Alexander so sternly and 
pitibly said: “ Mr. Forbes, if that is your name, you have the 
wrong man. ’ Only but a second prior to this protest of in
nocence Forbes had said, “you murdered my daughter.” So 
blood-thirsty and damnable was the mob, together with that 
cowardly sheriff and his deputies down, that Forbes.had of a 
necessity, ttkapply the fatal match to the soon shrieking vic- 

i tn or be iffmself tortured to death for his cowardice.
It goes without saying that Sheriff Everhardy, Mayor 

Neely and the County Attorney have certainly received their 
ull share of deserved censure from everywhere, especially
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when it was known that Governor Stanley cautioned the 
warden of the penetentiary not to give up the prisoner for 
trial without full assurance of full protection from mob vio
lence, which was so deceitfully offered by the Sheriff. But 
there seems to have been every evidence that the Sheriff was 
p.irticeps criminis to the whole murderous affair, as there seems 
to*have been practically no resistance offered against these 
broad-open daylight, hell-deserving, mobbish cowards.

Upon the receipt of the awful news at Topeka the Senate 
then in session, passed scathing resolutions condemning the 
whol£ a^ir as a foul blot upon the good name of grand old 
Kansas. Governor Stanley rebuked the Sheriff in the bit
terest terms, but at the same time saying it would work to no 
good purpose to offer a reward for the arrest and conviction 
of these Leavenworth daylight criminals. This last sugges
tion, while perhaps true, certainly showed much weakness 
or indifference in Mr. Stanley. Oh! that we could turn Mrs. 
Carrie Nation in on Mr. Stanley on behalf of the Negro! 
Our colored preachers out here have preached sermons and 
our Negro organizations have met and resoluted against the 
crime, but what good will it do in this hypocritical white man’s 
country where they control all the cottr£s~and everything 
else? Now let us take for granted that Alexander was guilty 
of both charges of crime named against him, no one can 
gainsay but those Leavenworth burners of human flesh, that 
he was entitled to a fair trial. But like the prophets of old 
may I say, “Woe unto Leavenworth, justice some day will 
overtake her, and fall, fall will she, never to rise again.”

Now for a r^sumd of the whole affair; Leavenworth is 
guilty—no man has been brought to justice—brave Negroes 
are being chased out of town—Governor Stanley has been 
branded a coward, etc. So now as a race, let us get together 
for our own mutual protection in business, protection of life, 
property, etc., possess better moral status and education and 
then the other race will respect us and our wives and daugh
ters in a much higher degree.

THE MINISTER AS PREACHER AND PASTOR.

Rev. H. A. CORNELL. R. I.

In all matters connected wifh the Christian religion or its 
forms of administration, it is well to take the inspired word 
as at least our point of departure, if not as our guide 
throughout. Our first inquiry therefore will be, what have 
the Scriptures to say about the ministry or its methods of 
work.

i. In John 20:20-23, it is recorded that JesUs, on the day of 
his resurrection, spake to his disciples again, saying, “As the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when he had 
said this he breathed on them and said, receive ye the Holy 
Ghost: whosover sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them: whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained.” If it 
may be claimed that the Apostles ever received a formal 
and official ordination at their office and work as Christian 
ministers, this would seem to be the time and place. What
ever may be true of other and more modern ordinations, in 
their case at least there seems to have been an actual com
munication, not simply of an official station and its formal 
recognition, but as well of the prime and all-essential personal 
qualification for it. Then and there was bestowed upon 
them the inducement of gifts and graces and spiritual 
power by which their subsequent lives and works were lifted 
above the plane of ordinary natural experiences, and made 
to partake of the supernatural. Afterward the methods of 
their work Were outlined to them in the great commission, 
“Go ye therefore, make disciples, baptize, teach," together 
with the promise. “ And these signs shall follow." Some 
sections of the Christian church set up the claim even in 
these modern times, that the rite or sacrament of ordination 
administered by the properly constituted authorities, com
municates to the recipient an indelible character, on account 
of which he is separated from-the laity, and the observance 
of religious ordinances receives at the hands a peculiar and 
supernatural efficacy. If this were indeed so and the doctrine 
were confirmed by the signs following, it the modern ministry
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possessed such an drdination as was given to the apostles and 
such proofs of its 'real efficacy, the whole course of the 
church’s history would have been changed. Such a ministry 
would apparently have become a mighty force for carrying 
on the work of God. But where are the “signs?"

Paul says at i Cor. 12:28, “God hath set some in the church 
first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, then mir
acles (or powers), then gifts of healing, helps, governments 
(or wise counsels), divers kinds of tongues.” At Eph. 4-11 
Ijesays, “And he gave some to be apostles, and some pro
phets, and some evai^elists, and some pastors and teachers.” 
We simply note in passing that he makes the orders of the 
ministry more numerous than the three on which the Epis
copal church insists as being necessary to a complete minis
try, and very different from the seven orders which are 
claimed by the Catholic church.

It has been asserted by some that Paul does not speak of 
distinct orders, the functions of which are to be performed 
by different persons, but rather of different forms of service 
which might beat different times interchangeably performed 
by the same person. If this view be correct, it would appear 
that the complexity of function which makes the ministry 
so difficult and exacting a profession in our times, was not 
unknown even in the primitive church.

In the case of the scriptural ministry the efficacy of ser
vice is made to depend, not on any official designation or 
ordination, nor on a so-called apostolic or Other historical 
succession, but on the possession, by the individual minister, 
in whatever order of service he may be. of the personal 
qualifications by which he is fitted morally and spiritually 
for his duty. “Having then gifts differing according to the 
grace that is given unto us.” Let each prophesy, or minister, 
or teach, or exhort, or rule, or give according to the opera
tion of th'e Spirit that is in him. Here is practically laid 
down the principle that the minister cannot administer to 
others that which he does not himself possess. If the stream 
of our service is tq be sweet and wholesome', the fountain 
must first be made pure. Though Simon Magus earnestly 
coveted the power to impart the Holy Spirit, he Could never
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obtain it, because the Spirit was not in him Peter, however, 
communicated the Spirit freely to the Samaritan believers 
because he had first received it himself from Christ. In 
modern times, no more- than in ancient, can one impart a 
blessing that is not first his own.

In the so-called pastoral epistles we find Paul speaking of 
the ministry from another point of view. In 1 Tim. 3: 2-7 
he says: “A Bishop then must be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, temperate, sober-minded, orderly, given to hospi
tality, apt to teach; no brawler, no stricter: but gentle, not 
contentious; no lover of money; one that ruleth well his 
own house, • • • not a novice. Moreover he must have a 
good testimony of them that are without.” In this passage, as 
in others, the mind of the apostle seems to ’have failed to 
move just in the order required by the rules of logic. It is easy 
to arrange the qualifications he mentions under three general 
heads: 1.—Those of personal morals, blameless, chaste, 
temperate, gentle, not covetous. 2.—Those of social morals, 
orderly, hospitable, not self-willed or contentious, not ill- 
tempered, a lover of the good. 3.—Intellectual (including 
the theological), sober-minded, able to teach, exhort and 
convince, not immature, scriptural.” ’

The minister must be a thoroughly honest man, honest 
with himself, with God, with the church and the world. Ap
pearances and Professions will not do. God looketh on 
the heart, and will not bless the hypocrite, conscious or un
conscious. Society soon judges what is in a man, and will 
not be contradicted. Many a minister has lost respect 
through some small, perhaps unintended, falsehood. Many 
a one has sold his influence for good by some petty meanness, 
for the gain of a little filthy lucre. Better to lose dollars 
than standing.

The minister should be a “spiritual” man. Wheji the dis
ciples had been with Jesus the Jews saw its result in conduct 
and in spirit. It is not the amount of prayer as measured by 
time or by words, nor of Bible-reading as counted by chapters, 
but the effects of prayer and Bible study as manifested in 
character, that are to be sought. He who walks in com
munion with God will become Godly, as it is said that people

---------------------------------- ---------
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Editorials.

In order to issue the Magazine on time it has been neces
sary to reduce the size for February. Our next number will 
be designated, “Missionary Number,” and will contain arti
cles and cuts of Rev. Drs. Jordan and Morris, our Secretaries 
and Rev. Dr. C. L. Fisher, with editorials on the mission 
work. We hope everybody will send in their subscription. 
We do not send the Magazine to those who have not paid.

' ^fend in your name ^t once.

We regret the necessity of publishing to the world the dis
missal of Miss Frances Riley as Financial Agent of the 
National Baptist Educational Board. She appropriated the 
denomination's money to her own use. We would be glad if 
persons contributing to “Our Board" would drop us a card as 
to the amount and we will receipt from here.

•4

In the death of Queen Victoria, the grandest Monarch that 
ever swayed a Royal Sceptre has passed away. She was the 
paragon of purity and the synonym of Justice. No wonder 
all civilization loved her. A combination of virtues in pri
vate and on exhibition of the Christly spirit in public, made 
her the “Queen beloved” by all grades of her subjects through
out her vast realm. The American Negro in the dark hour 
of bondage knows how her sheltering wing was spread over 
the fugitive slave and he was declared to be free, and how 
through a generation of freedom her arms have been open 
and her ears not closed to his cries. During her reign she 
made the United Kingdom stand for Truth and Justice. 
Her ministers may have sometime erred in administering 
justice but the great heart of this truly good woman, was 
always with the oppressed. Verily: “She is not dead, but 
sleepeth.”

"Death lies on her like an untimely frost
Upon the sweetest flower of all the field.”

(222)

The disfranchisement of the Negro in the Southern States 
shows to what depths American statesmanship (?) may de
cend and in its wallowing and prejudice, seek to relegate a 
weak and hapless people to a condition of political damna
tion and despair. No cloud so dark that has no silver lining. 
The Negro is pushing along exclaiming with Paul, “None of 
these things move me." He is building strong character; 
amassing wealth; getting representation in the parliament 
of literary thought, ranking with some of the best inventors 
of modern times; placing himself on high grounds in the in
dustrial world; getting practical religion, improving along 
all lines; in short he is still “a-rising” and “a-walking” in 
every path trodden by others.

We think it time for brethren who differ with the National 
Convention to stop resorting to falsehood and working upon 
the already too vivid imagination of ignorant Negroes. It 
is an old adage “Nothing goes over the Devil’s back that 
does not pass under his abdominal expansions” (italics ours— 
you recall the quotation). And the same disposition to un
christian criticism is sure “like chickens to come home to 
roost.”

The National Convention is a responsible organization and 
those supporting it are satisfied with the administration. 
Why should men who are the declared enemies of the Con
vention be given credence for statements that effect the 
standing, not of Dr. Boyd, but of over one million and a half 
of constituents.

If anything were wrong, the Tolliverian spirit and the 
iron glove of the Richmond paper, published by a layman, 
who never saw a National Baptist Convention, before last 
September, but perhaps once in his life, and who is more of 
an adept at “Insurance Companies,” or polities than an advo
cate for brethren who have a grievance, is certainly un
christian and unscriptural. We have had nothing to say 
about this one sided affair; but do not intend to keep silent 
and see the best and only thing, Negro Baptists have ever 
made a success, blackmailed and slandered. More anon.
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If the denomination will wait; Dr. Boyd will answer all of 
his critics. Because the accused does not rush into court and 
cry innocent, is no evidence of guilt, Dr. Boyd is passing 
through no more than any other institution or enterprise, 
managed by Negroes has had to face. We remember a few 
years ago how disgruntled Negroes (some of the same who 
attack Boryd) sought to disrupt the True Reformers of Va., 
one of the grandest Negro organizations, in the world. We 
would like somebody to name an organization, Odd-Fellows 
excepted, that has stood succeeding for twenty years, that Ne- 
grofl^iave not tried to sjMit. We Have attributed this spirit to 
ignorance but in the case of the Publishing House, the breed
ers of discontent are educators and the educated. Jealousy 
and meanness affect all classes alike, with the exception, that 
the intelligently mean man can accomplish more than his 
ignorant co-worker.

One reason why our churches do not receive a larger out
pouring of the Holy Spirit is due to over intimacy with the 
world. Christ announced an essential truth when he said, 
“ My Kingdom is not of the world." The spirit of worldli
ness is opposed to true devotion. The up-to-date Christian 
can never be the consecrated follower that shall receive the 
plaudit, “ Well done.” It may be true that more intelligence 
is needed in the pulpit but it is far more truethat more of the 
spirit of Christ is needed in the pew. The injunction, “ Let 
your light so shine before men that they, seeing your good 
works may glorify your father which is in heaven," was to 
be pressed home upon all of God’s children, preacher and 
people. “ No man can serve two masters.” Righteousness 
and sin wont mix. They are opposites. There is no middle 
ground in religion; no neutrality. We are either for God or 
against Him.

t

In a few days the American people will have inaugurated 
President McKinley for the second time as executive head of 
this Republic. Will the Negro get more or less at his hands 
than during his first administration? We are not disposed 
t» grumble at the distribution of offices by the President, but
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our heart saddens when we think of the many opportunities 
that hav.e passed when he might have crushed the mob ele
ment and saved the fair name of the American people from 
the just criticism of so-called heathen nations. • Minister Wu, 
China's representative, has only given (in his unfavorable 
and caustic criticism of Angle-Saxon Christianity) voice to 
sentiments that lay unexpressed in the heart of every for
eigner in this country who has noticed the very frequent 
burnings, lynchings and beastly treatment of the American 
Negro. The nation is getting farther out into the stream 
of international friction and would do well to remember that 
many of our flagrant violations of law and shameful con
fessions of inability to regulate the same, are but “ spots 
upon our feasts of charity” and a disgrace to our boasted 
freedom.

The disposition of many of our people to combine along 
business lines and thus make a larger place for the race in 
the business world cannot be too highly commended. The 
law that regulates commerce is colorless. A dollar to the 
white man is the symbol of power. Wealth is the open 
sesame, to the door of political and social power. Much of 
Cuba's good fortune in getting independence is due to edu 
cation, wealth and character.

The prejudiced American ran against this triple-force and 
found himself disarmed. What these elements have done 
for others, they must do for us.

The scores of organizations among us, that are careful 
about the sick and the burial of the«lead. should incorporate 
a plank in their general law, for the establishment of co
operative stores: mills and kindred institutions, that will 
not only furnish employment but keep our monies circula
ting among our own people. The True Reformers first 
established a Bank, then an Old Folks’ Home, then cooper
ative grocery stores, well stocked, in Richmond and Washing
ton, D. C., and the people are supporting them royally. We 
say to all of the Negro Organizations, “Go thou and do like
wise.
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The farewell address of Congressman George White, de
livered in the House of Representatives, was a masterpiece. 
It easily ranked Mr. White as a statesman. It was no light 
task to stand in his place, amidst the rankest critics and .vet
eran statesmen and make such a plea for the race. The race 
has accomplished much and to many of his colleagues, his 
utterances served as an eye-opener. They had never had the 
Negro’s progress put so succinctly before; they had judged 
him by a few isolated cases but never had they been con
fronted by reliable statistics that indicated how much of 
tvoNr and worth the N^gro really possessed. Mr. White very 
wisely did not refer to political achievements as an exponent 
of the Negro's greatness. He pointed to his wealth; his lit
erary and scientific attainments; his contribution to his own 
educational uplift: his commercial enterprises and his in
dustrial advance; and all this, to use Mr. White’s language, 
“In the face of lynchings; burning at the stake; with the 
humiliation of the Jim Crow Cars; the disfranchisement of 
our mile citizens; the slander and degredation of our wo
men. You may tie us and then taunt us for lack of bravery; 
but some day we will break the bouds.” The scene that fol
lowed the delivery of this masterful oration will ever be re
membered by all who heard it. It has gone down in the ar
chives of the Nation and will live as a most powerful de
fence of the Negro race ever made by mortal man.

We are publishing the Magazine upon a cash basis. We 
cannot afford to do otherwise. We found the credit plan a 
dismal failure. Many so called eminent divines never paid a 
cent. They owe us now. We give during the year the best 
thoughts of the best thinkers and writers among negroes. 
It ought to be worth one dollar a year to get possession of 
these able articles from such men. We urge our subscribers 
to drop us a card when they do not receive the Magazine, or 
when they change their addresses.

We publish the Magazine regularly. It is issued on the 
28th day of each month. During the month of February 
three hundred people have asked us to send sample copies, 
and out of this number seven have sent their subscription. 
The price of each copy is fifteen cents and and we shall have 
to receive this amount before we send any more. Verily, 
the sample fiend is in the land. Now we call on every 
loyal Baptist to send in his subscription at once. Brethren, 
let us support our own every time.
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