




THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE.

THE RELATION BETWEEN THE OLD AND THE 
NEW TESTAMENTS.

By Rev. M. W. GILBERT, D. D., South Carolina.

y^side from all the other arguments that can be advanced 
for the genuineness, authenticity, and inspiration of the Old 
Testament, the testimony of Jesus Christ and his Apostles 
to the Old Testament Scriptures as authoritative, constitutes 
their highest claim to be the Word of God. If we accept the 
claim of Jesus to be the Savior of men, their safe guide in 
all matters of faith and practice; if we believe in his divine 
mission, and if we accept his words as authority, then we 
must accept the divine inspiration of the Old Testament, for 
Christ and his Apostles constantly appealed to these sacred 
documents to set at rest all controversies. The New Tes
tament, through Christ and his Apostles, therefore, show 
the Old Testament to be both sacred and trustworthy. 
There is one common design running through all the Script
ures, and it is this common design that characterizes the 
Old and New Testaments from all other sacred writings. It 
begins with the original apostasy of man and God’s promise 
of deliverance to his posterity through the “ seed of woman ” 
who was to bruise the serpent's head and thus “ destroy the 
works of the devil.” This promise is also contained, with 
some enlargements, in the covenant of God with Abraham, 
“ In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” 
All the types and ceremonies of the old covenant simply fore
shadowed the advent of this promised seed, and this design 
that runs through the entire scope of the Bible finds its cul
mination and goal in the advent of Jesus Christ who in the 
fulness of time “ was made of a woman, made under the law 
to redeem them that were under the law.”

(227)
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There is one noticeable thing the writer would call atten
tion to, and that is the ever increasing clearness with which 
this design appears in the Scriptures in the progress of ref e- 
lation. This leads one to notice the fact that revelation is 
progressive. It did not come to fallen man at once, like a 
sudden flash of light; but it came gradually and grew with 
the experience and history of the human race. This is not 
surprising when we observe God’s usual method in both 
providence and nature—“ first the blade, then the ear, after 
that the full corn in the ear.” The light of day is preceded 
by the day-star and the dawn. God's measure of-revelation 
has always been adapted to the experience and history of 
the race. Hence, we find in the beginning of revelation a 
simplicity that was characteristic of the infancy of humanity. 
As men advanced, revelation increased and duties were made 
plainer. Christ confirms this position in his explication of 
the permission granted to Moses in the institution of di
vorces. This progressiveness of revelation will explain how 
the conduct of men tolerated in one age would become in
tolerable in ours with the flood of light we have to-day from 
the oracle of God. In this light only can we view the male
dictions of the Psalmists against their enemies. It charac
terized, men with their degree of light and revelation. The 
progressiveness of revelation will show how rites of worship 
in one period prepare men for better rites in another; and 
how certain religious institutions in one period would be en
tirely out of place in another. New wine is not to be put in
to old bottles. Requirements binding on the Jews in one 
age must give way to what is better in this Christian age. 
The methods and the contents of revelation were both pro
gressive. Its summit is found in Christ—*“ God, having of 
old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers 
portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these 
days spoken unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things.”—(Heb. 1:1. R. V.)

Our view as to the progressiveness of revelation has pre
pared us for the statement that the relation between the Old 
Testament and the New is an inseparable one. The state
ment of Jesus, “ Think not that I came to destroy the law 

and the’ prophets: I came not to destroy but to fulfill," con
firms this view. By his negative statement, I came not to 
destroy," our Savior testifies to the divine value of all pre
vious revelations. By his affirmative statement, “I came to 
fulfill," he declares their incompleteness. Now, Christ is the 
centre and soul of both revelations, and all Scriptures should 
be read and studied in their relation to him. He is the fub 
fillment of all the types and shadows of the Old Testament. 
The bloody sacrifices of the Mosaic economy find their cul
mination in the death of Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world.” “ The law was our 
school master to lead us to Christ,” and he is “the end of the 
law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.” The pro
phetic order finds its completion in Jesus Christ, of which it 
was typical, and the descending kingship of David is con
tinued in the mediatorial reign of Jesus Christ, thus fulfill
ing God’s promise to David, "Thine house and thy kingdom 
shall be established forever before thee; thy throne shall be 
established forever.”—(2 Sam., 7:16.) To Christ the older rev
elation conducted and from Christ the newer radiated. 
Christ is ultimately the great topic of the Bible. And begin
ning from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” 
As the risen Christ he declared to his Apostles that “all 
things must needs be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms con
cerning me.”

The incompleteness of the older revelations and their in
separable relation with the newer make it evident that the 
later revelations are the true interpreters of the older. The 
New Testament is, therefore, a true guide to the proper in
terpretation of the Old. The New Testament is also helpful 
in discovering the religious principles which underlay many 
passages of the Old Testament. This is illustrated in the 
passage Christ quoted to silence the Sadducees touching the 
resurrection of the dead, “ I am the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac,” etc. Christ drew out of the passage principles that 
the .mere letter apparently does not contain, and yet it was 
legitimate and was so received by the Sadducees who were 
silenced thereby.
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Notice the flood of light Christ threw on the law of Moses 
in his Sermon on the Mount. The New Testament is also 
very helpful in tracing the line of Old Testament prophecy 
relative to the Messiah. Now, while the Mosaic economy, 
the Jewish priesthood, and the Davidic kingship find their 
end and culmination in Christ, this does not mean that the 
Old Testament is superseded as a means of religious instruc
tion. It is invaluable in demonstrating the movements of 
God in history and providence and in his relation to indi
vidual lives. As a means of showing the awful consequences 
of sin and its effects on the individual and the nation, it is 
yet unsurpassed. Both Testaments mutually support each 
other. Christ is the ultimate standard by which we estimate 
the Old Testament. He promised the Spirit to his Apostles 
to guide them into all truth and to show them things to come, 
and this leads us to our final conclusion that the position of 
Christ and his Apostles on the teaching of the Old Testa
ment, when fairly understood and properly interpreted, is 
final, and from them there can be no appeal.

A SONG FOR THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

We tread a better earth to-day
Than that the fathers knew,

A broader sky-line rounds away
To realms of deeper blue.

More ample is the human right,
More true the human ken;

The law of God has been a light 
To lead the lives of men.

THE ANABAPTISTS OF SWTT7FRT AND,

W. S. ELLINGTON. B. A., Tennessee.

The Anabaptists or rebaptizers took their name from the 
fact that they rejected infant baptism and insisted that 
person ought to be baptized upon the profession of faith in 
Christ although he was sprinkled in infancy.

Somewhere, shrouded in the mists of the obscure past, is 
the origin of the Anabaptists. Their contemporaries say 
that they derived their doctrines from sects that antedated 
the Reformation. The fact is that the same principles that 
were held by certain sects of the Middle Ages were adhered 
to by the Anabaptists. The supposition is that there were 
an historical connection between the sects of the Middle 
ages and the Anabaptists of the Reformation.

It appears that the Waldenses and Petrobrusians were the 
predecessors of the Anabaptists. The rebaptizers in their 
day were numerous, widespread and indefatigable. Their 
teachings were Scriptural, consistent and moderate, except 
where persecution produced the usual results of enthusiasm 
and vagary. Their churches were complete in polity, sound 
in doctrine and strict in discipline.

Zwingli broke away from the Anabaptists because they 
believed that a church is a spiritual body, consisting only of 
regenerate persons. Being in bondage to the ideas of a 
State Church, Zwingli established his reformation upon a 
foundation of sand. Many of his prominent adherents left 
him and became active leaders in the ranks of the Anabap
tists. Among this number was Conrad Grebel, a native of 
Zurich.. He was born in the last decade of the fifteenth cen
tury and was educated at the universities of Vienna and 
Paris. At both institutions he attained high rank among 
his fellows, but his life was wild and dissipated. Conversion 
brought to him a radical change. He led a life of rectitude 
and piety after he joined the church. He was a learned man 
and though not a profound scholar, still his views regarding 
the church were derived from a careful study of the original 
Scriptures.
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Another of the Anabaptist leaders was Felix Mantz, also 
a native of Zurich. He was at first a firm friend of Zwingli, 
until he gave up his early principles of the supremacy of the 
Scriptures.

At the Council of November 6, 1525, the Zwinglians urged 
the validity of infant baptism upon the false assumption that 
baptism replaced circumcision. The opposition to infant 
baptism at length became vehement, and the persecution was 
great. It would be a painful task to detail all the cruelties 
that followed. On March 7,1526, it was decreed by the Zurich 
Council that whosoever rebaptized a person should be put to 
death. It was not long before Felix Mantz was arrested and 
found guilty of rebaptizing, so he was sentenced to death by 
drowning. On the way to the place of execution his mother 
and brother came to him and exhorted him to be steadfast. 
When bound by the executioners, he began singing, “ Into 
thy hand, Oh Lord, I commend my spirit." With this song 
upon his lips he was drawn into the river and drowned. He 
died gloriously. As the burning of Servetus left a stain on 
the good name of Calvin, so the drowning of Mantz is a dam
ning blot on Zwingli’s career. There is not water enough 
in the deep and wide ocean to wash the guilt from a hand 
stained with the blood of one of Christ’s martyrs. Some 
historians say that Zwingli took no active part in putting 
Mantz to death. Grant that this is true, then, like Saul at 
the stoning of Stephen, he stood by approving all that was 
done, so that he stands guilty before the bar of history.

One by one the leaders of the Anabaptists of Switzerland 
were killed or driven away. Thus the persecutors at length 
attained their end. But the Anabaptists, as they gradually 
disappeared from the annals of Switzerland, left the impress 
of their noble character upon the life of the nation.

FUTURE POSSIBILITIES OF THE NEGRO.

By Mrs. RUTH L. MARSH, Arkansas.

In giving a bird’s eye view of the situation that copfronts 
the young American Negro, we do not deem it necessary to 
go into the-minute details of the opportunities offered him, 
but in a condensed Wny give what we regard the future to 
bring.

We would to some degree judge the present and future by 
the past. The Nineteenth Century found John Q. Adams 
President of the United States, who was elected to that office 
in 1797, and wh’ose term of office expired March 4, 1801. The 
Twentieth Century found William McKinley President of 
the United States. When Adams was elected one hundred 
years ago the Negro had been in the colonies one hundred 
and seventy-seven years, having been brought to America on 
a Dutch steamer in 1620. When President McKinley was 
elected slavery had been abolished thirty-one years. Slavery 
existed in the Northern States before it did in the Southern 
States, however, State after State abolished it, the pulpit and 
press denounced it as a curse and crime, and a flagrant vio
lation of the United States, and that it was contrary to that 
part of the Declaration of Independence that we hold these 
things to be true, that all men are created equal.

I believe the great Negro problem will be solved according 
to our manner of conduct. I believe that right in all things 
will finally triumph. The possibilities of the young Ameri
can Negro are great and powerful, notwithstanding the atro
cious barbarities that are becoming more and more wide
spread and have ceased to be confined to any certain section, 
but are now classed in any part where there is a Negro to be 
found, but despite this, the race is multiplying in numbers, 
which in itself gives strength and with the advantages of 
the educational facilities given him for higher education, as 
well as advantages offered now in many of the Negro colleges 
and Seminaries of their country, for skilled and efficient serv
ice there can be no such thing as failure along these lines. 
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The young American Negro is beginning to learn that 
skilled labor is in demand and he is grasping the opportu
nity to prepare himself to give to the world just what is 
wanted.

He is finding out also that higher education is necessary 
to make the professional what he ought to be. The Negro is 
hedged in between two “ straits," viz.: Competition in the 
North and prejudice in the South—would he sooner meet 
competition than prejudice? We answer that he is prepared 
for neither, yet of the two evils we would suggest the lesser— 
that of prejudice. He is better prepared to contend with the 
atmosphere of prejudice than the burden of competition, 
and indeed it is a burden. We would ask why? First, be
cause the Negro has had the discriminating hand of preju
dice long enough to know what it means. Secondly, we be
lieve it is God’s instrumental lever to drive the race together; 
we actually believe there’s nothing else that would answer 
the same purpose better. While we disdain the thought, 
when we know that “ out of one blood he created all nations,” 
yet it has done more toward breaking down the barriers be
tween the races than possibly any ofher agency.

We quite agree with Prof. Charles Stewart in his “write 
up” to the Commercial Appeal respecting the competition in 
the North when he states that if the white man will give him 
a chance to make bread to eat, he can well afford to eat as he 
walks along the streets.

The Negro is not so well prepared for competition, but he 
is rapidly making the preparation necessary to enter the 
arena of active service, and ere the close of another century 
we believe both prejudice and competition will be gasping in 
the throes of death. These powerful agencies will not al
ways stand ready with their opportunities, so it is very essen
tial that such advantages be hailed with delight and every 
effort put forth to make the way plainer and clearer ere the 
tide of emigration sweeps the foreigner to our shores, before 
the Negro has an opportunity to put himself on record as 
being a rival for any other of his class and line. We read 
with delight a few days ago where the National Bricklayers 
and MasonsConvention which met at Milwaukee, Wis., de

cided “that the color line be withdrawn in regard to Ne
groes who were members of the Trades Union, and allow 
sudh privileges accorded them as are given the members of 
the white race.” This is some encouragement, to say the 
least, and will doubtless be welcomed by those to whom it is 
directed.

The yearning ambition of manhood is needed to equip'our 
young men for what God intended them to be. The evolution 
of thirty-eight years hasproduced strata, socially, morally and 
economically. At the close of slavery the Negro meant one 
thing, now it means one of several things. The law abiding 
intelligent economic Negro has risen higher; the dregs of 
the race have settled lower; as the market fluctuates high, 
low, up, down, so is the two sides of nations and races; when 
you enter the churches of today with their massive walls, and 
well proportioned architecture as the suggestion of means 
and cultured taste, all about you will see seated Negroes, not 
one who will betray lack of breeding by a curious stare, as 
the services commence you will hear no whispering or gig
gling, you will see no excessive display of finery, you will 
have no indulgence in “cake walk” manners; the services 
will proceed with decorum; after all is over the crowd will 
move to the doors and affer a few usual greetings will dis
perse as quietly as they came. This is when the market is 
up, perhaps on the following day, a procession will pass in 
front, in the rear and on both sides enough to hide the musi
cian, or perhaps some minstrel show will be a mass of black 
humanity keeping step and dancing to the music; dirty, rag
ged, or clad in cast off clothing too large or too small, some of 
them representing the young Negro that is soon to step out 
on the stage to play his part in the duty of life, yet he is behind 
that procession as entranced as the Piper of Hamelin. This 
is when the market is down. We entreat our young men and 
women to make good Use of their opportunities and despise 
not small beginnings. Paul Laurence Dunbar was a modest 
fellow, unpretentious in his manner when he ran an elevator 
in the Government building at Columbus, Ohio, but now 
under the shadow of the great dome and of the Statue of 
Liberty—the National Capital—with its free libraries; its 
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opportunities for easy living; its unparallel incentives to cul
ture and refinement, lives this honored member of the official 
staff of the librarian of Congress, reading his own composi
tion before the most intellectual white people of Washington. 
We again repeat, young men, you who mean to be something 
in the world, be persistent in pressing your claim—establish 
a reputation that will betray some striking resemblance of 
of manhood—be economic; live within your income; stay 
away from evil associates ; establish business enterprises and 
do not be too impatient to await the results; stay out of pub
lic places where older heads congregate to indulge in low, 
trashy gossip about the women of your own race; do not be 
too quick to speak evil of one another; don’t undermine each 
other for a job; visit the places where you will be benefitted; 
patronize your home industries if you have any, and if you 
haven’t any, make a mark by putting one into existence that 
will stand as a memento of good sense. Young women, cul
tivate a taste for industry; have some object in view; prac
tice the culture and refinement that is needed so badly to 
demand the respect of others; map out your course through 
life and let it be that which tends to elevate those with whom 
you come in contact; strive to make your meetings entertain
ing with good wholesome lessons that will not only help you 
but others. Read more good books and keep posted on such 
topics as is necessary and essential, and by so doing, your 
future will be bright and lasting as a race.

SPARKS FROM AFRO-AMERICAN ANVILS.

Let us expand with expansion. There are opportunities in 
our new possessions which our young men should not ignore.

T. T. Fortune, N. K

He who fights with the pen must dip it into the ink ol cau
tion because written 'language lives longer than spoken lan
guage and can be so accurately referred to. “ Words are 
things and a little drop of ink falling upon a piece of paper 
produces that which makes thousands, perhaps millions, 
think.” W. E. Holmes, A. M., Ga.

The way of salvation is not a difficult way. For Paul says: 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved." We must infer from the 
above that an inward faith and an outward confession are 
necessary to salvation. It is one thing to confess Christ 
before the world. It is quite another thing to have expe
rienced a change of heart. Unless we have had the experi
ence of the latter it is simply hypocrisy to make the con
fession. C. H. Phillips, D. D., Tenn.

We often complain that the Negro does not have fhe same 
opportunities that a white man has in this country It is true 
that the Negro does not. But does the Negro live up to the 
opportunities he has already? Does the Negro always know 
a good opportunity when he sees it? The man that does not 
use the few opportunities he has would not likely use many 
if they were granted him. The man who had the one talent 
had the same chance that the others had, but he did not use 
it; hence was regarded as an unprofitable servant. Even the 
one talent he had was taken away from him and given to the 
faithful who took care of their opportunities and talents. If 
the Negro will be any thing in this country he must stop 
complaining about what the white man has and get some
thing of his own. The Negro must think more with his 
mind and less with his mouth. J. A. Brooks, A. M., Ark.



238 239

The final conquest of Christianity is assured by its past 
history. When we consider that the gospel message of a cru
cified Savior was opposed to the controlling principles of the 
human heart, that it came into violent collision with Grecian 
and Roman heathenism, with the corruptions of a most de
bauched age, with the highest philosophical and literary cul
ture of antiquity, and with the tremendous power of imperial 
Rome, that it triumphed over this combined opposition and 
became, after a struggle of three centuries, the dominant re
ligion, we can realize that it is destined to overthrow every 
form of evil. Macauley meditating upon the early triumphs 
of Christianity said, “ It was before Deity, embodied in 
human form, walking among men, partaking of their infirm
ities, leaning on their bosoms, weeping over their graves, 
slumbering in the manger, bleeding on the cross, that the 
prejudices of the synagogue, and the doubts of the Academy, 
and the pride of the Portico, and the fasces of the Lictor, and 
the swords of thirty legions, were humbled.

E. L. Scruggs, D. D., Mo.

The condition of the colored man In this country demands 
serious consideration from a business standpoint. Is the 
Negro a business factor? That is the question. Can he be
come a business factor in his present condition? There is a 
great deal of sentiment in the Negro and not enough busi
ness qualities. He carries his sentiment in everything he 
undertakes. He lacks business principles and lacks the 
force that should go to make up a real man in the business 
world. He is deceptive with those of his own race and seeks 
to take advantage of the more unfortunate. In this city 
there is no end to the business advocates, and those persons 
who pretend to be so much interested are the persons when 
they go to purchase goods, seek the wholesale stores and other 
business places kept by those who are inimical to the Negro. 
If the Negro were a reading class, by now, there would be, at 
least, fifty to one hundred first-class daily papers in the United 
States. As it is we have hundreds of weekly papers in the 
United States edited by colored men and it is true, yet painful 
to state, that a majority of these papers, if not all of them, are 

supported by white people. The Negro fails to help him
self. There is too much jealousy in the race. Until the 
Negro can be broad enough to help one another, it will be 
years before he will be a factor in the business world.

W. Calvin Chase, Esq., D. C.

AS OTHERS SEE US.

The Educational Board of the National Baptist Convention 
is making vigorous efforts to call attention to and develop in
terest in the educational work of the denomination in the 
various states where it has established schools. It has 
agents actively at work in Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylva
nia, New York, New, Jersey and the New England States, as 
well as the South and West.

Rev. Dr. W. Bishop Johnson, of Washington City, is Secre
tary of the Board and Editor of the National Baptist Maga
zine, the December issue of which is devoted to Negro Bap
tist schools among which are Guadalupe College, Seguin Tex.; 
Virginia Seminary, Lynchburg, Va.; Albermarle Training 
School, North Carolina and, Central City College, Macon, Ga. 
Georgians interested in Central City College will be pleased 
to know that a cut of that institution is given together with 
a brief description of it, a statement of its needs and a vigor
ous appeal to the friends of education to give money that 
these needs may be met. Dr. Johnson is one of the ablest 
and most eloquent men in the denomination, and it is with 
pleasure that we can write he is our friend.—Baptist Truth, Ga.

We have received the “National Baptist Magazine” for 
February. The editor expresses his purpose to keep the 
Magazine afloat. Anyone who knows anything about pub
lications among our people, is aware of the fact that it is no 
easy task to keep a publication afloat and up to the standard. 
If Dr. Bishop Johnson brings the Magazine; up to the stan
dard of such publication he must have the encouragement 
and support of the denomination. We have always felt that 
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we needed a magazine of a high literary character to deal 
witlT important and current issues of the day. We hope Dr. 
Johnson may be able to bring the Magazine up to the stand
ard, and that it may become a powerful medium of commu
nication of advance thought.—Christian Banner, Pa.

The National Baptist Magazine, edited by our friend, W. 
Bishop Johnson, D. D., pastor Second Baptist Church, Wash
ington, D. C., comes regularly each month to our office. Dr. 
Johnson is giving his constituents a good journal—a journal 
worthy of their unqualified support.—(C. M. E.) Christian In
dex, Tenn.

Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D., Editor of the National Baptist 
Magazine, Washington, D, C., is sparing neither pains nor 
brains to make it first-class in every respect and since its re
turn to Washington it has improved in every respect. Dr. 
Johnson is especially fitted for this work and with proper 
encouragement the Baptist Magazine will be one of the 
best.—American Baptist, Ky. \

The National Baptist Magazine, published at Washington, 
D. C., W. Bishop Johnson, D. D., editor, is a monthly periodi
cal, in appearance, neat and inviting, and replete with data 
touching the intellectual, material, and religious welfare of 
the Afro-American race variety. Its price is only a dollar 
a year which places it within the. reach of every lover of 
progress.— Christian Recorder (A. M. E.), Phila. Pa.

Penver, Col., March 18, 1901.
Dear Bishop: Sympathize with you in all your efforts for 

buildin'g up denominational interests. It is a herculean task, 
but may God bless and prosper you. Enclosed find my sub
scription. I do not wish to falter in a single effort to con
tribute to the success of our own race and denominational 
enterprise. Record my prayers and help in all of your endea
vors.

t
J. E. Ford, Denver, Col.

Editorials.

The articles by Rev. M. V. Gilbert, D. D., and W. S. Elling
ton, A. B., are clipped from the National Baptist Union. They 
were of such literary excellence as well as theological value, 
that we could not refrain from giving them to our readers 
who are not fortunate enough to see the Union. Rev. Dr. 
Isaac is to be congratulated on securing the services of such 
eminent men as contributors.

The Baptist Publishing House still lives, the wicked con
spiracy, the wild and insane ravings of Vassism, that recalls 
the “forty pieces of silver,” episode of New Testament times; 
the personal and loud mouth blubberings of the late Texas 
sorehead, notwithstanding. It must make the gentlemen 
who have personal grievances against Dr. Boyd and who try 
to kill the best thing Negro Baptists ever had, feel rather 
bad to hear denominational organs like the Christian Re
corder (A. M. E.), the Christian Index (C. M. E.), the Star 
of Zion (A. M. E. Zion), and secular exchanges all 6ver the 
country, giving testimony as to the great work our publish
ing house is doing, the value of its property and the char
acter of its work. Years ago we were not mentioned be
cause we had nothing; others shamed us because of our lack 
of enterprise and poor example to unborn generations. Now, 
we have maintained our self-respect and that of every 
denomination of Negroes in the world. Moreover, every 
fair and honest whi^e man bids us God speed.

We have come from nothing to something, materially; 
from zero to thousands of dollars creditT-commercially and 
financially—from a condition of servility to one of intelli
gent manipulation of our own affairs; from consumers to 
producers, and all this because of the honest and untiring 
efforts of that Prince of Financiers, R. H. Boyd, D. D.
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Again we are brought to the spring-tide with its dancing 
sunshine, spreading good cheer in man’s pathway; its bud
ding flowers, its singing birds and its new lease of life, all 
bearing testimony to the goodness and mercy of him who is 
the dispenser of every good and perfect gift. How steadily 
do the seasons come and go; fraught with gladness and sad
ness; prosperity and adversity; sunshine and shadow, and 
yet, under the mighty touch of omnipotence, made to honor 
and magnify his holy name. There is no chance here, but 
wisdom divine, in the order and recurrence of the seasons, 
in their heavenly mission, with ten thousand blessings in 
their hands to meet the wants of man. What a vast creation 
hangs upon the omnific hand to be fed and clothed! what a 
stupendous thought is included in the scriptural utterance, 
“ In him we live and move and have our continual being!” 
These evidences of his favor ought to excite our love to God 

‘ and increase our zeal for his cause. May we come before his 
presence, with a song of thanksgiving and praise.

Many Baptist churches have' special services on Easter 
Sunday. They do not observe Easter as a church festival, 
but take advantage of the occasion to emphasize the Resur
rection of Christ as a fact of scripture and history. While 
the Christian world is offering its tribute of praise to God 
over these facts, we see no reason why believers in Christ 
should not, with sermon and song, and declaration of re
newed faith celebrate Christ’s resurrection, especially when 
they remember the central and fundamental position of a 
risen Christ, in the Christian, system. “ For if Christ be not 
risen then is your preaching vain: ye are yet in your sins.”

We wish to comjnend to our educational institutions the 
example set by Prof. G. W. Hayes, President of Virginia 
Seminary and College, in securing the services of men in the 
Baptist ministry who have distinguished' themselves by 
scholarship, piety, and experience, to deliver a course of lec
tures to the ministerial students upon subjects within the 
realm of theology. This method of bringing young men in 

actual contact, with eminent men for one hour each day in a 
week, must be very inspiring to them and can only be pro
ductive of untold good, influencing their lives through the 
labors they shall pursue and supplying a chapter in the vol
ume of student life, they will ever cherish and enshrine in 
their best affections. Prof. Hayes is a born teacher and 
adopts the very best methods in the intellectual development 
of his students. Virginia Seminary ranks among the best 
educational institutions in this country. It takes more than 
buildings to make an educational institution; it takes brains. 
In this requirement. Virginia Seminary is abundantly sup
plied.

The departure of Rev. D. W. Wisher from the Baptist de
nomination to the A. M. E. connection is to be regretted be
cause he waited until he lost all ministerial standing and 
much personal influence, by his own wilfulness and selfish-’ 
ness before he transmigrated. It is unfortunate that he 
holds theprinciples, practices, and polity of the entire Baptist 
denomination responsible for what may have been the action 
of the denomination in the regions round and about New 
York. In his valedictory published in the New York Age, 
he talks like a martyr. Now, what is his martyrdom? Too 
much politics admixed with ministerial life; too much arro
gance and conceit among his ministerial equals—a sort of 
“ better than thou ” disposition that estranged hisbest friends 
among ministers—who would have landed him upon his feet 
in the early stages of his troubles and brought him recogni
tion and fellowship in spite of his enemies. The Baptist de
nomination is the freest and fairest organization in the world. 
A man only dies among us, who kills himself.

We give in this issue some press comments on the Maga
zine. We are indebted to most of the leading newspapers 
edited by Negroes for the complimentary notices given us. 
The Magazine is not a newspaper, but the exponent of high 
literary thought among Negroes. It is careful as to quality, 
not quanity. We are trying to publish a Magazine up to the 
standard but are unwilling that the standard shall be meas
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ured by size, cuts of great Negroes, length of articles conspic
uous for verbiage, puffs of men and institutions seeking a 
record, and letters from the field that should appear in a 
newspaper. The denomination has been responsive to our 
demands and hearty in its support, but we are now striving 
to gain our former prosperity and call upon every lover of 
good literature to lend us a hand and we will give the denom
ination a first-class Magazine.

It seems very unfortunate that Rev. S. N. Vass should al
low himself, to be placed in the position that recent events 
have classed him, without at least arising and proving to his 
friends, that he is not a Judas Iscariot to his race, and that he 
does not conspire to destroy, what over ninety-nine per cent 
of his denomination endorses and supports as a laudable en
terprise. Everywhere we go there are people, hitherto friendly 
to Rev. Vass, abusing him and declaring it their intention to 
cut his acquaintance, because of his zeal against his race and 
denomination. They claim that he goes farther in his op
position than his employers desire.

One thing we know, if there is any feeling against the Pub
lication Society at Philadelphia, Rev. Vass has made nearly 
all of it; if many warm supporters of the Society have sup
ported the Nashville House, Rev. Vass’ course has made it 
so; that the cause of Negro enterprises has been helped 
more than hindered by Rev. Vass; and that his future use
fulness among Negro Baptists, is about the same as a feather 
in a Texas cyclone. It seems almost incredible that a man, 
whom we had given credit for having the {intelligence of 
Rev. Vass, should in his madness and malicious depravity, 
allow himself to {spoil his record for manly qualities, and 
show emphatically, that Negroes after over a generation of 
freedom, can yet be secured to sell one another out.

Because of delay in receiving matter of the March number 
of the Magazine from the Foreign Mission Secretary, our 
“Missionary Number” will not appear un^il April. The 
cuts, etc., arrived after we had gone to press.

Don’t expect us to send the Magazine, without receiving 
the money for your subscription in advance. Don’t ask for 
sample copies; send in your subscription.

Don’t try to get along without subscribing for the Maga
zine. You are losing much. Don’t fail to send us an inter
esting article on some.living subject; if we can’t use it, we 
will send it back.

Don’t fail to save each issue of the Magazine and at the 
end of the year have all bound.

Don’t forget to ask your pastor if he subscribes for the 
Baptist Magazine.

We have received the University Journal, a magazine pub
lished monthly by the Virginia Union University, Richmond, 
Va., in the interest of Christian education. The March num
ber contains fourteen pages of excellent reading matter, 
printed in clear type and upon good paper. It discusses sub
jects within the realm of education and devotes considerable 
space to matters of interest pertaining to Wayland and Harts
horn Memorial Colleges, and Richmond Theological Semi
nary. We are always glad to welcome a journal of such 
excellent parts.

The Handicraft is the name of a well printed and ably 
edited monthly, published at the Arkansas Baptist College, 
Little Rock, Ark. It is devoted to industrial education and 
solicit articles from advanced thinkers. Its editor is the 
able and versatile Prof. J. A. Booker, the very mention of 
whose name is an assurance of literary excellence.

The National Baptist is a paper that came to our sanctum 
once. It was laden with vituperation and slander and seems 
to be born for mud slinging and nastiness. Its place of pub
lication is as mysterious as the grave of Moses, but its editor 
lives in Richmond, Va., a beautiful city situated on the 
James River, with a population of some of the most enter
prising Negroes in this country. This last fact bespeaks 
the speedy wreck of this little mud scow.
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