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REV. MOJOLA AGBEBI. Ph. I)..

Founder and pastor of Ebenezer, the First African Baptist 
Church, Logas, West Africa, his church and his congregation. 
This organization was founded in 1878 and stands as a great 
light in West Africa. Their motto: “Not by might nor by
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power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord.” Dr. Agbebi has or
ganized a Native Baptist Union or Association with Rev. 
Joshua Dibundu, Cameroons, Vice-President and Rev. Mark 
C. Hayford, Cape Coast, Secretary. They are seeking co
operation with our National Board.

They report for 1900 seventeen churches, 1,500 members, 
eleven preachers, ten schools and 700 scholars. They operate 
in Yorubaland, Fantiland, Iboland and Duallaland. They sup
port Hope Institute to train workers. He hopes to be at our 
National meeting in September.

THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE,

THE TOPMOST NEED IN MISSIONS.

ry Rev. C. L. Fisher, D. D., Aea.

In the arrangement of things it pleased God to place every 
system of labor and every department of industry under a train
ed management. In mechanics, agriculture, university work, 
it is one and the same thing. There must be a contractor, over
seer, dean. This order of things is not without precedent. In 
the sharing of their work as pertains to humanity, every person 
of the trinity became manager of a certain department. God, 
the Father, became the creator and Preserver of mankind and 
executor of the law, God, the Son, the Redeemer and Savior, 
God, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter and Sanctifier and Guide. 
While all three of these persons have been active in their sev
eral spheres throughout time, yet in certain periods, one has re
vealed himself to the human understanding more clearly than 
the others as being specially busy in his own chosen line. The 
Father made himself more prominent in his work, during the 
days of the patriarchs, priests and prophets, the period from 
creation to the birth of Christ; the Son during the period of in
carnation from the advent to the ascension, the Holy Ghost, 
from Pentecost to the Second Coming of Christ, which period 
includes our day.

This then is the age of the Holy Spirit. In his work of 
comforting, sanctifying,, guiding or teaching, He carries on the 
work of redeeming, justifying, saving begun by Jesus Christ.

But before the Lord ascended he had collected about him 
a few who believed and were justified from all things, and who 
formed a nuclues of his church, which the Holy Spirit formal
ly organized on the day of Pentecost. To this little band of be
lievers as representatives of the church of all ages, Christ gave 
a sacred charge before he went to his Father.
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The church is the founder of missions. The risen Lord 

gave her the sacred charge. It was to her he said: “Go ye 
therefore disciple to all nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I’ve commanded you, And 
lo, J am with you always even unto the end of the earth.” Be
fore this charge was given, there were no missionary move
ments, as such, except what was conducted by the Master Him
self. After this charge, Missionary endeavors became more 
general and took on a more definite shape. The three thousand 
believers emerging from Jerusalem, after Pentecost telling the 
good newS| Paul, Barnabas and Mark, going from Antioch 
commissioned by the church are instances of the immediate ef
forts of the followers of the meek and lowly Lamb to obey the 
commandments of their ascended Lord.

The church was not only the founder of Missions, but is the 
promotor of them. The Church al Antioch felt herself respon
sible for the missionaries whom she sent out. “And when 
they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away.” The responsibility’was so grave, that they 
were unwilling to bear it alone. They sought divine power 
and succor. While the church felt responsible for the mis
sionaries, the missionaries in return felt responsible to the 
church. For when they had finished their first missionary 
tour, they returned to Antioch whence they started, and made 
a report of their work. “And when they were come, and had 
gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles.” And thus has it ever been where missions have 
been conducted after the divine model. The church has always 
been and always will be responsible for the work of missions. 
The associations, conventions and conferences are only agen
cies whereby the church manipulates her plans, systematizes 
her labor, and utilizes her forces. The church that has no 
missionary spirit, is one whose candle has ceased to give light. 
How necessary then that the churches throughout this broad 
land, awake to the sense of their duty, and to the discharge 
of it. If the burden of missions is upon the church, upon 
whom is the burden of church?

“The Holy Spirit as coming down to fill the place of the as
cended Redeemer has rightly been called the Vicar of Christ.”
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To him the entire administration of the church has been com
mitted until the Lord shall return in glory. In the Holy 
Spirit, Christ dwells^vith thee on earth. “I will not leave you 
orphans; I will come to you.” He is to be the Comforter and 
General Manager of the church in all things.

Preaching, in order to be effective, must be under his super
vision. Peter, referring to the prophets, said: “Unto whom 
it was revealed, that not unto themselves but unto us they did 
minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them 
winch have preached the gospel unto you, with Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven, which things angels desire to look unto.” 
I Peter, i. Paul affirms that his speech was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and 
of power. I Cor. 11 14. The connection of Paul and Peter 
on this subject is the connection of the men of God today. If 
there is any difference between Christian ministers and the 
secular orator, if there is any distinction between the sermon 
and a mere literary production, it is this: The Spirit of God 
controls the one and not the other; illuminates and quickens 
one and not the other.

The praying too, should be under the Spirits direction. The 
Apostle Paul closes the enumeration of the pieces of Christian 
armor with these words: "Praying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverence and supplication for all saints.” Eph. 6:18. 
The same writer in the epistle to the Romans again called at
tention in still more striking language to the part the Holy 
Spirit is to take in our praying. “Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Rom. 8:26.

Prayers read from manuscript or spoken from memory are at 
variance with the teaching of the Scriptures, as there is no op
portunity given for the Holy Spirit to play his part in the peti
tion. To pray rightly is the highest of all attainments, said the 
sainted Gorden. And he spoke a truth that is hidden from the 
average minds, but a truth that is deply spiritual, and therefore 
discernable only by the spiritually minded.

The singing should also be under the spiritual leading. He 
is Heaven’s great chorister. He never makes a discord nor
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varies a 32nd in his time. Beethoven, with all the other fa
mous musicians, cannot equal him. Indeed, all truly great 
leaders in music, especially sacred music, caught their inspira
tion from Him. And if the singers will be lead by Him, He 
will train them faithfully, and lead them up into a personal real
ization of the highest object of Christian music—the glory 
cf God. But the instruction is:—“Be filled with the 
spirit: speaking to yourself in Psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord.” Eph. 5:8-19. And again, let the word of Christ 

► i^ell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalm* and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Cor. 3:16. If we 
were to subject our choirs to the test herein defined, it would 
exclude from their number, all unconverted persons, and pro
fessors who are worldly minded, and who do not give evidence 
of being led by the spirit in all the walks of life. Thus with 
Spirit-filled preachers and singers and prayers, it is not hard 
to determine what sort of worship the churches would render, 
unto God.

But the Holy Spirit is not only the director of the worship of 
the church, but also the overseer of its work. The work of the 
church may include under two captions: Christian Educa
tion and Christian Missions. The latter is the end to which 
the former is the means. In order to succeed in the work of 
missions, the church must carry on the work of Christian edu - 
cation.

Now since missions are a part of the work of the church, and 
since the Holy spirit is the overseer and general manager of all 
the work of the church, it follows that the Holy Spirit is the 
general agent of missions.

The agency of the Holy Spirit in missions is seen. 1. In the 
selection of the missionaries. Paul and Barnabas were set 
apart by the church ait Antioch only after receiving instruction 
from the Tloly Spirit. “The Holy Ghost said, separate me, 
Barnabas and Paul for the work whereunto I have called them.” 
Act 13:12. How was the will of the Spirit obtained ? Through 
ministering unto the Lord and fasting. Consider now our ob
ligations: Are there missionaries to be sent to the foreign
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fields? Did the spirit make choice of them ? Have we through 
fasting and prayer ascertained His will? Are they men of 
God, spirit-filled and spirit led, and capable of holding a charge, 
anywhere in this country? These questions ought to be faith
fully and conscientiously considered, remembering that foreign 
fields must not be made the drifting ground for the refuse of 
the home fields, if we expect the best results.

The agency of the Holy Spirit also seen: 2. In sending 
them out: So they being sent forth by the Holy Ghost (Acts 
14:15) is the testimony of scripture. He not only selected 
them, but sent them forth. And as with the choosing so with 
the sending. It was done after the church had fasted and 
prayed (vs. 2). Here is a lesson by example to be learned. 
Are the missionaries here to be sent forth ? What is more ap 
propriate than our great convention, assembled in a consecrated 
meeting, to give the missionaries to God, for-His sending and 
his keeping, and his returning them to us in his time and ac
cording to His will. Such a meeting, conducted in the spirit, 
would be divinely blessed and conducive of great good.

’ THE KAFIR OR NATIVE.
BY REV. CHARLES SATCHELL MORRIS.

(Field Secretary for Foreign Missions under National Baptist 
Con..)

The Kafirs or natives (Kafir is an Arabic word, meaning un
believer), or, as they call themselves, Amakosas, are by far the 
largest, most interesting and, I think, most promising people 
in all South Africa. They are supposed to have come down 
from the North—perhaps from Ethiopia—through the great 
centre of the continent, and spread out all over the vast region 
south of the Zambesi and the Congo. They are divided into 
several great tribes, the Amakosas, the Bazutos, the Zulus, the 
Bechuanas, and others. Do they differ from our American 
negroes? Yes and no. The American negroes are pretty cos• 
mopolitan individuals. You can find some specimens among 
them who look like every nation on the earth. I have seen 
them all the way from blue-eyed, golden-haired, alabaster
skinned to wooly-headed and ebony-hued. I could match al-
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most anything I have seen in South Africa with some colored 
man I have seen in the United States. Take a single Kafir 
from South Africa and put him in the midst of a crowd of ne
groes. let him walk down any American thoroughfare and he 
would not attract attention. He would be taken for an Ameri
can negro every time. There is the same color, varying from 
light brown to black, although black is rare; the same short, 
crisp hair, worse if anything than his American cousins, since 
it has been unfretted by comb for ages; the same genius for 
music, and the same, soft, sweet, melodious voice, with its 
plaintive minor; the same love of show and pride of outdoing 
some one else; the same aptness for religion and fervor of de
votion. wMch perhaps David counted on when he phophesied 
that “Ethiopia shall suddenly stretch forth her hands unto 
God.” All these social characteristics the two children of Ham 
have in common; but there are differences, and candor compels 
me to say they are mostly in favor of the South African.

In the first place, he is a finer specimen, physically, than his 
brother from the West Coast. This is not so much to be 
wondered at, seeing that he was born under more favorable 
conditions. West Africa is a good place for a grave—but a 
poor place for a cradle—and will be until we can exterminate 
the malarial mosquito that has all hut ruined one of God’s finest 
gardens. No race can be great without a great physical en
dowment, and the Kafirs of South Africa are one of the finest 
uncivilized races of mankind on the globe. They are tall, the 
average being about five feet ten inches, and many over six 
feet. They are lithe-and graceful, yet with sinews of steel, the 
average weight I should say about 150 pounds. Of course we 
exfiect black men to have “big feet,” but we look for them in 
vain among the Kafirs of South Africa. Their feet are srriall, 
of excellent shape, finely arched with good instep. Their bod
ies are straight, and are surmounted by the finest heads I have 
ever seen growing on black shoulders. They are superb heads, 
three stories high, with intelligence looking out of their win
dows. The foreheads are straight up and broad, indicating 
plenty of latent reasoning power. Indeed, I ought not to say 
latent, for lawyers say that it is marvelous to hear these native 
pleaders before a native court unravel the nice points of Kafir 
Jaw and apply them to the case in hand. ’ \
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Their heads are high, in the crown, indicating a fine mojafl 

development; excessively high in the upper back part, betray- 
ing the Kafir’s great weakness—which, properly trained, may 
become a source of strength—egregious pride and self-esteem. 
The features are negro, but not of the West Coast type; the lips 
are thinner, the face is straight, the eyes are small and deeply 
set, the nose is small and generally inclined to be flat. Alto
gether the Kafir has a frank, open, pleasant face. Occasionally 
one will see Grecian features chisled in ebony, which, when, 
lighted up with a fine pair of eyes and two rows of pearly teeth, 
are a revelation of the possibilities of beauty beneath 
a black skin, that interpret, as in a flash, that as
sertion of Solomon's, .which was so incomprehensible 
to the translators of the King James version, and 
even of our Revised Version, that they would not al
low Solomon to say what the Hebrew evidently intended, "I am 
black and comely,” but made him say, “I am black but comely,” ‘ 
as if God. who could make beautiful black animals, could not 
make beautiful black human beings. The Zulus have not such 
fine heads as the Amakosas, but for classic forms, on which 
muscle and sinew show as in a bronze statue, they are unrivaled 
the world over. Both men and women simply have perfect 
physiques. ,..

All these tribes are brave to recklessness. And ere they 
learned the utter uselessness of the assegai against the Maxim 
gun, olNhlfox-hide shield against the stone fortress, they hurled 
themselves upon the British hollow squares in ten fierce wars 
with the mad rush of an ocean storm, and then they sullen!} 
retired, but not before they had left thousands of their dead 
piled up around the muzzle of every death-dealing machine
gun. Since England has conquered them, and broken up thejr 
ceaseless petty wars, they are rapidly increasing. ..

In the olden time if a great chief wanted some royal sport 
he would send out a band of his young warriors, unarmed, to 
capture a full-grown lion with their empty hands. If the vul
tures, “the king’s bird's,” flew ominously low over the king’s 
kraal, they were hungry, and he would order war upon a neigh
boring tribe to feed. them. Woe to any young warrior who re
turned without his shield or without a mortal wound 1 But 
the chiefs were not all blood-thirsty. Some of them showed
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great wisdom and a high degree of executive ability. The ex
ploits of these chieftains, their prowess in war, their wisdom in 
peace, are now the folk lore of their tribes and the theme of their 
orators.

But it is as a religious being that I am chiefly interested in 
lhe Kafir. Will he ever be evangelized? I think there is no 
question about this. Indeed, so impressed am I with his apti
tude for religion that I think, like the American negro, not only 
will he become a Christian himself, but it will not be long before 
he will be going out as a missionary to others. There are 50,- 
000 Kafir communicants in the Wesleyan church alone. At 
Oueenstowrih assisted in ordaining a Baptist minister who had 
l»een pastor of a church for several years. He has supported 
himself and family by serving as interpreter in court, and also 
purchased out of his own savings a lot on which to build a 
church. While in South Africa I received into the Baptist de
nomination all the ministers and members of the African native 
church—8 j 7 full members, 444 members on trial, thirteen or
dained and five unordained ministers. I baptized about fifty of 
the leaders, and not one word was said from beginning to end 
about money, or salaries, or support, or even assistance! This- 
little church, composed entirely of natives, has maintained itself 
for more than fifteen years without assistance from any earthly 
source, and sometimes, I am sorry to say, so relentlessly perse
cuted by the Wesleyan church, from which it withdrew, that, 
as the minister said, “sometimes they would gather to pray, but 
would simply kneel and weep and go away without sayirtg any
thing.” I have four young Baptist evangelists at work at four 
different strategic points. They all promised to support them
selves and faithfully preach the gospel at the same time, and 
from what I know of the native character I believe in the first 
place that they will preach, and, in the second place, it will not 
be long before they will have the nucleus of a little church gath
ered around them.

The negro Baptists of America are doing quite a work among 
the Kafirs. I visited a station opened up by one of their mis
sionaries, a negro sailor, who, seeing the need of workers, be^ 
came a missionary. He has only been at work about three 
years. He has one main station with a neat little brick church, 
and six smaller stations within a radius of twenty-five miles.
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He has married a native woman, and in every way is one with 
the people, though given extra respect because he comes from 
over the ocean. He'gets about $300 a year, yet I think his 
work will compare favorably with that of any station I visited 
for spiritual results. Last year he baptized 218 souls. While 
1 am speaking of him perhaps I might as well say that the na
tives feel thoroughly “at home” with negro missionaries. This 
easy social approach, this kinship of race, gives the American 
negro an inestimable advantage in reaching his heathen 
brother. Some day we shall see that God has been busy for 
nearly three centuries preparing a band of missionaries who 
can redeem Africa without a thousand of them falling fever- 
smitten on the threshold.

HOW TO GIVE FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

BY L. L. JORDAN, D. D.

Corresponding Secretary, Foreign Mission Board.
The w'ord collection occurs but twice in the Bible, and this 

with reference to money but once. While the word “offering” 
occurs over two hundred times, referring to fourteen kinds of 
offerings. The great work of the world’s redemption cannot 
be maintained by haphazard methods of giving. Each Chris
tian should give prayerfully, conscientiously, systematically.

We suggest a few plans applicable for the individual Chris
tian and the church. Try one plan, stick to it, and see if your 
missionary offerings are not wonderfully increased. The wage 
plan of giving for missions, comes from South America, where 
the native Christians set apart the wages of one day ifi a month 
for the proclamation of the gospel. * Why can we not do as 
much ? Secure a large envelope, place it where you will see it 
every Sunday morning and deposit something in it every week 
“as the Lord has prospered you.” If possible give the wages 
of one day in a month. Send this offering every three months 
to the Board for African.Missions.

The Mite Box Plan, requires that you secure from the Board, 
a mite box for the family. Every Lord’s day, place the box 
on the breakfast table. Let the offering be taken before say-
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irig grace, and in the prayer give thanks for God’s unspeakable 
gift. Every quarter send this family offering to the Board 
for the redemption of dark Africa.

The Pledge Plan, is also very effective in increasing God’s 
revenue for mission work. Two weeks before the offering 
is to be taken, let the pastor preach a sermon on Foreign 
Missions, at the close ask for pledges to be paid on the day the 
offering is to be taken. Let envelopes lie handed to all mem
bers of the congregation, urging them to place the name of the 
donor and amount given thereon.

The Monthly Concert Plan.. The beauty of this plan is that 
it involves a monthly concert—the best method ever devised for 
interesting Christians and educating the young on the subject 
of Foreign Missions. This is not to be a frolic or theater in 
church under the guise of “Concert,” but a real concert. On 
the Sabbath preceding the monthly concert, get an envelope 
marked “Monthly Concert for Foreign Missions,” give to each 
member of the church and congregation. At the close of the 
addresses let the offering be given. In addition to this, once a 
year on a specified Sunday the pastor should give a resume of all 
the addresses delivered at the Monthly Concerts of the year, 
and take an offering. In this way those who do not attend the 
prayer meetings or concerts and who have not had an oppor
tunity to contribute will be reached.

A good plan that is now being used by a number of the 
churches is after the opening services and while the choir Or 
some one else leads the song, before the pastor is to preach, the 
deacons pass a basket or plate, and every one in the congrega
tion is asked to give one cent or more for foreign missions. 
The money collected is turned over to the treasurer and for
warded to us at the end of the quarter.

. This could be done morning and night in all our churches, 
and would create a spirit of giving for the salvation of the lost 
everywhere.

REV. E. B. P. KOTI, QUEENSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA.

A member of the Gikie tribe, his wife and babe, with deacons, 
their families, and two “Mothers in Israel,”
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' . MISSIONARY SEEDLETS.

CAREY AND HXS WORK.

There are some men who belong to the whole world because 
of the influence their labors have had on the affairs of men. 
Such a one was William Carey, the English missionary to In
dia. No one can afford to be ignorant of the career of those 
who have been so influential in making destiny. Some men 
conquer nations and have a genius for organization of govern
ment. They not only make history, but they compel all civili
zation torflow in certain channels which they have dug. Such 
were Julius Caesar and Charlemagne. Others have a genius 
for righteousness and altat the face of the world by conquering 
the vices of men. their sinfulness and ignorance.

Carey had a genius for language. He left England as a 
British missionary. After various perils and perplexities he 
was settled at the head of one of the educational institutions of 
India under governmental auspices. He became not less the 
missionary, but more useful because of wider opportunities. 
Under his care the Bible in whole or in part was translated into 
£11 the leading languages and dialects of northern India. .Some 
forty different varieties of speech were mastered, and 300,000,- 
000 people were given the gospel in their own tongue.

This story should be read and in condensed form given to all 
our chapters, that the enthusiasm of noble example may affect 
our souls and incite us to like sacrifice and devotion to Christ.

The martyr spirit should be in all our work for Christ now. 
It is to be seen wherever the missionary goes forth, severing the 
ties of home and country, leaving the pleasures, the advantages, 
lhe noble and lawful ambition even of civilized and Christian 
life, to encounter the fatigues, the perils of his sojourn in the 
lands of the heathen, or—harder still, perhaps, to bear—the 

' utter isolation, the sick weariness of heart that falls on him 
who, day by day and year by year, dwells with inferior natures 
to whom he must forever minister, from whom he can receive 
nothing, whose soul’s life grows faint and sad as he finds him
self thus alone in the wilderness! It is to be seen, though in far 
lower degree, whenever the Christian at home gives to the cause

261
of Christ, not the nicely calculated superfluity that remains 
when every want is provided for and every taste indulged, not 
the regulation subscription which remains the same, though the 
means of life become trebled or quadrupled, but the gift which 
requires for the making of it that something be subtracted from 
the enjoyments of life—the gift that is a sacrifice. * * * 
And this, therefore, is the church’s special message to the world. 
In a soft and luxurious age, in an age in which the art of mak
ing the most of life, of living comfortably and pleasantly, seems 
elevated almost into a virtue, this is still her message : “Man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things that he pos
sessed!.’ ’—A re lib is hop Magee.

Healthy enthusiasm depends on three things; an inspiring 
objective, a strong expectation of realizing that objective, and a 
practical confidence in the adequacy of the means employed to 
compass it. Without these, enthusiasm in any cause is im
possible; with these, it is inevitable.

The cause of world-wide missions presents in a remarkable 
degree all three of these elements, and herein is warrant for 
intense enthusiasm.

Could anything be more inspiring than the ultimate aim of 
the mission work of the church? The nations evangelized? A 
world made acquainted with a Savior’s love! This is none 
other than the purpose of redemption itself. For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son. “God willeth 
that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of 
the truth.” A Father’s love could plan no narrower work. 
This occasioned Calvary. For a share in thisdhe angels might 
well envy us. Great emperors have boasted of the number of 
nations that have paid them homage; coronation scenes have 
been splendid in the pageant of many peoples. The Church of 
Christ speaks even now of the inspiration of an Ecumenical 
Conference. But what are all these earthly scenes compared 
with that “great multitude which no man can number out of 
every nation and of all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb!”

For this great work of gathering out of every nation those 
whom the Lord our God shall call, for this wc labor, .for. this
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we pray. This is the vision that lights up the eye, that stirs 
the heart and impels to world-wide service.

God’s word and the history of missions combine to kindle 
expectation that this glorious result—an evangelized world— 
will be attained.

Our vision of an evangelized world has become dim, and 
hence our thought of the kingdom of God narrowed, our sphere 
of activity confined to our own immediate field of labor. Our 
faith in the possibility of achieving this great end has become 
weak, and so the money and time spent seem useless waste and 
the attempt to arouse the church a meaningless drudgery. Or 
our confidence in the means employed being lost, we are either 
led as#ie into foolish excesses in the attempt to find some 
greater drawing power than the crucified and risen Christ, or 
l>ecoming negatively critical, we have hindered the progress of 
the kingdom of God.

What the church of Christ needs today is a great army of 
men on fire for the evangelization of the world, to whom, as 
true soldiers, difficulties shall be an incentive, self-sacrifice a 
joy : men who will see in their immediate fields of labor, wheth
er in Burma or Massachusetts, not an end in itself, but a force 
to be wielded for the world-wide advancement of the kingdom 
of God.

SPARKS FROM AFRO-AMERICAN ANVILS.

Tools are instruments that we use to perform our work. 
There are various kinds of work to be done; it follows that 
tools must vary accordingly. Our notion of a tool is that it is 
an instrument for manual labor—not a person. A tool is not 
supposed to be rational or intelligent. A tool is not supposed 
to know that it is a tool. A tool is not needed when it cannot 
be used to do the work of the principal. A great many of our 
people are tools. They may not know it, but they are tools 
just the same. They are used by designing persons to do work 
—work quite dishonorable—blit work of which4 the principal 
does not respect them for even though it promotes him. The 
one striking weak element in negro character is, that many 
negroes can be easily used by other people for a tool to do 
harmful work.
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The negro has failed largely in politics because he was used 

as a cat’s paw, to pull other’s potatoes out of the fire. There 
are negro men and„women who are used as tools for the dpg- 
redation of their own race. For a paltry sum. a little whiskey 
or beer, cheap clothes, flattery, and a mess of pottage, they 
will do anything that will tear down and degrade the nifgro 
race. Some of these negroes belong to the cheap negro min
strels that are doing more to lower the negro than any other 
public acts of our people. The dirty, vulgar, “Coon Songs,” 
that are sung by this class of negroes ought to be suppressed. 
These negroes go before a class of whites who entertain an 
idea that a negro is fit for nothing except to do something of 
the lower order. These dirty songs are sung to please and 
amuse the white man who lias a strong prejudice against the 
very negro who is then a tool. Tlje white people attend negro 
minstrels—draw their conclusions about the whole race from 
the motley crowd that is entertaining them. The decent, self- 
respecting Negroes are brought into disrepute by the class that 
act as tools for others.

No negro ought to say or do anything for money or taffey, 
that would help to keep his race below par. We need money, 
but we need character more.

The negroes who are tools at the expense of their own peo
ple, need to be ostracized and shunned and treated as enemies of 
the negro race. The devil is using a great many so-called 
Christians for tools to do his biddings in high places. Let 
every Christian examine himself and see how much his Chris
tian character is daily undermined by allowing himself to be a 
tool.—Rev. J. A. Booker, A. M., Arkansas.

The problem as to the course which a weaker people in con
tact with a stronger people should pursue is not new to the 
world. When the Romans invaded England, they succeeded 
in Romanizing a part of the people. The Picts, now.called 
the Scotch, resisted this Romanizing influence. The Roman
ized element has long since disappeared, while the Scotch abide,- 
contributing glory to the England of today. If they had not 
resisted the Romanizing influence, the world would never have 
had Robert Burns, Gladstone, and Ian McClaren.
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The most conspicuous resistance of alien influence we find 

in the Jew. In slavery in Egypt, in Babylon, subjugated in his 
own home, dispersed throughout the world, he ever abides the 
Jew, and is a specimen of tenacity, religious devotion and ac
quisitiveness in every hamlet in the world. Indeed, it is said 
that the peace of Europe is in the custody of the great financiers 
of Europe, the unquestioned leaders of whom are the Jews. A 
i ace may appropriate the outward forms, the knowledge, the 
customs, the religion of another race, and yet remain essentially 
what they were in the groundwork of nature.

The negro’s highest and greatest success will be as a negro. 
If he has a yntribution to make to the world, he should retain 
Jacob’s voice even when clothed in Esau’s skin. Instead of 
being assimilated by the Anglo-Saxon civilization, let the ne
gro appropriate the good part thereof, eschew the bad, add to it 
his own excellencies, and emerge from the process a new speci
men of a noble character. Let the ngroes have faith in them
selves.

Each race treading forever its own pathway will develop 
along its own peculiar lines, developing its own peculiar beauty, 
evoking its own peculiar applause, and contributing its own 
peculiar diamond that will grace the. glittering crown that all 
humanity will unite to present to the Creator of all.

When the Roman Eagle stretched its wings over Jerusalem, 
and the soldiers of Caesar were seen in the streets, many Jews 
were overawed. These who were overawed said to thmselves: 
“We are in the clutches of the Romans. We have come in 
contact with the inevitable, and must succumb. They did sue- . 
cumb, and accepted Roman rule, entering into it fully. They 
accepted positions as tax collectors, publicans, and thus allied 
themselves with the Roman power. The others remained in
tensely Jews. The Roman power is gone. Jew nature abides. 
The publican is an object of contempt in every household in the 
world.

The negro is enveloped in the folds of tke Anglo-Saxon civ
ilization, but he wishes to abide a negro.—Sutton E. Griggs, B. 
D., Tenn

26S
. The organization of our women into an auxiliary conven

tion is a step in the right direction, and meets a demand that 
has been neglected much to our detriment. The women of opr . 
churches contribute two-thirds of enthusiasm, sterling char
acter and steady loyalty, to all branches of Christian wprk. 
They should be given an organization in which they may find 
the largest and freest scope for all their varied capabilities as 
well as their many-sided influences.

They are peculiarly adapted by nature for the pushing of 
missionary societies. Other denominations have discovered 
how potential they are as missionary agents, and long since 
have organized them. The annual reports of the societies show 
how much they add to successful missionary and educational 
work. Their convention should be given the greatest encour
agement by the National Baptist Cpnvention in its annual 
meetings, and they should be accorded a whole day, in the very 
midst of our deliberations, for the proper placing of their 
work before the public. Our pastors should organize local 
missionary societies, and each state should fall in line with 
state organizations, so that the female contingent of the de
nomination may feel, that it has a great work to do in the re
demption of bleeding Africa.

It is indeed gratifying to learn of the increase of contribu
tions to our Foreign Mission Board, as a result of the observ
ance of Easter Rally. The only way a great denomination 
can do work of the magnitude our Board has undertaken, is for 
pastors and churches to hear the call of Secretary Jordan, and 
not only raise, but send money, when it is so urgently needed. 
We are doing a greater work in Africa today than ever before 
in the history of Negro Baptists, and here is more confidence in 
the administration than ever. We should not complain that 
more is not accomplished. Put the money in the hands of. the 
Board and greater results will follow. Negro Baptists are 
awake to Africa’s needs, and only want the opportunity to show 
their faith by their works. The quarrel over our foreign mis
sion work is not among the people, but among certain pastors. 
Let every hindering cause be removed, and see how great the 
result will be. . . _ . ■
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We regret to chronicle the death of Missionary Stewart. He 

died at his .post, striving to give the “Bread of Life” to the 
perishing heathen. He has gone to his reward, but leaves be
hind him an imperishable monument in the hearts of the people 
among whom he worked, and those who were inspired by his 
untiring efforts, his beautiful Christian character, and his no
ble example of the meek and lowly Nazarene. We have a 
grand army of martyrs in Africa, and should be quickened to 
do more as their number is increased. Brother Stewart leaves 
a: family behind that should be pensioned by the denomination 
at once. This means added responsibility. He was with us 
in life, and we should keep his memory ever green in death.

Let every convention and association that meets during the 
spring and summer months, enlarge its contributions to our 
Foreign Mission Board. Don't wait ufltil the September meet
ing of the National Convention to send contributions. Put 
them in the hands of the secretary of the Board before then. 
No matter how small the amount, send it. Give little and 
often, and in the end you will be surprised at the size of the 
amount. We have known brethren to attend the National 
meetings with “missionary money" and never report it. This 
is the rankest dishonesty. Churches should protect themselves 
against such thievery by sending directly to the Board and 
requiring an acknowledgement. If men can’t handle the 
Lord's money honestly, they should not be put in a position 
where they would be tempted to do so dishonestly.

We hope that all persons who owe us for the Magazine, will 
arrange to pay at once. The denomination brought it into ex
istence, and should do its part to keep it alive. Brother, if you 
owe us, please send your dollar by return mail. Also persons 
who have sold copies will please remit at once.


