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THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE.

“GOD'S HAND IN THE HISTORY OF THE AMERI

CAN NEGRO.”

R. H. Bowling, D. D., President of Virginia Baptist State 

Convention.

A noted writer has said that “God is in history, and all his
tory has a unity because God is in it.” Another: “Provi
dence is the light of history and the soul of the world.” “All 
veritable history is but an exponent of Providence. All past 
history is but the unraveling of God’s eternal plan respecting 
the race of man. The whole course of human events is made 
finally to subserve this one great purpose. The philosophy of 
history can be learned only in the laboratory of heaven—with 
the eye fixed on the hand that moves the world, and the spirit 
in harmony with the great Spirit that animates the universe. 
It is only when we see God in history that we read it in the 
light of truth.”

In turning the pages of history it is more difficult to deny 
Providence than to mainta in it. We see in all ages the hand of 
God giving shape to events. Shakespeare says in Richard the 
Second:

“But heaven hath a hand in these high events ;• 
To whose high will we bound our calm contents.”
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Turn where we may we will behold in the annals of history 

the mighty hand of the Eternal guiding the destinies of indi
viduals and races, thus proving beyond the shadow of a doubt 
and fear of successful contradiction that—

“Every human path leads on to God; 
He holds a myriad finer thread than gold, 
And strong as holy wishes, drawing us 
With delicate tension upward to Himself.”

That there is a God, or Infinite First Cause, none can or will 
consistently^ny. Standing amid the irradiant glories of the 
eternal world He declares, “I am|bod; and besides Me there is 
none other.” Holy Writ announces Him to be the Great Fath
er of all. In Exodus 3:6, He says: “I am the God of thy 
Father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the G<kl 
of Jacob.” The Psalmist cries aloud, “Our God shall come."

All peoples in all climes and all ages have recognized and 
acknowledged the rule of this Great Spirit.

The savage Indian bows in submission to the will of the 
Great Spirit as he beholds Him in the darkening clouds and 

> flashes of vivid lightning. The ancient Assyrian and Ethio
pian both offered sacrifices to the Being whose presence they 
observed in the mysterious phenomena of nature which to them - 
were the manifestations of His power and wisdom. Greece in 
the golden age of her intellectual development, with a thous
and altars to gods, many carved a block of purest marble, and 
chiselled on its side the sentiment of her peoples: “To the un
known God.” And truly they knew Him not save by intuition. 
Bancroft says that a noted Jesuit missionary visited the Hu
rons; and, during a conversation Ahassistari said to him: 
“When I have incurred the greatest nerils, and have alone es
caped, I have said to myself, ‘some powerful spirit has the 
guardianship of my days.’ h

Alexander the Great went to hear Psammo, an Egyptian 
philosopher; and the saying that pleased him most was that 
“all men are governed by God, for in every thing that which 

. rules or governs is divine.” But Alexander’s own maxim'was 
more agreeable to sound philosophy: “God is the common 
father of rrfen, but more particularly of the good and of the vir
tuous.”
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It is said that during the French Revolution the Assembly 
declared France to be a nation of atheists; but a brief experi
ence convinced them that a nation of atheists could not long 
exist. Robespierre then proclaimed in the convention that be
lief in the existence of a God was necessary to those principles 
of virtue and morality "upon which the republic was founded; 
and on the 7th day of May the National representatives who 
had so lately prostrated themselves before the Goddess of Rea
son voted by acclamation that “the French people acknowledge 
the existence of the Supreme Being and the immortality of the 
Soul.”

This mysterious and inconceivable Being is everywhere ap
parent in the material and spiritual'realms, over watching and 
overruling the affairs of the universe to the glory of Himself 
and the successful consummation of His purposes and plans. 
The evidences of His presence may be traced in nature from 
the remote ages of pre-historic times. Back beyond the time 
when Adam basked in the sunshine of His smiles and inhaled 
the fragrant perfume of Eden’s flowers; beyond the period 
when the impenetrable mists covered the volcanic face of the 
fire-scorched earth; before the sun, moon and stars sent their 
glowing points of light through the vaporous mass that hung 
like a death pall over the earth, His spirit brooded over the face 
of the waters awaiting the fulness of time for further manifes
tations of divine energy. ’Twas His mighty hand that swept 
the dense clouds aside, and gave to the earth the light of day; 
that rived the eternal hills and seamed and hallowed the moun
tains ; that formed the rivers and seas, and peopled them with 
the denizens of the deep; that veined the earth with precious 
metals, and stored the caverns of the hills with concentrated 
light and heat for future ages; that brought existence into the 
trackless forests and grassy plains; that evolved beauty and 
harmony out of choas; and created the most marvelous being 
ever seen in the realms of earth, heaven or hell—man! image 
of the Divine, and representative of God upon this mundane 
sphere. His hand can be traced through al! the history of the 
human race down to the present ;at Eden’s gate His fiery sword 
wielded by an angel, prevented Adam’s return. In the Noahic 
epoch His powerful hand opened the windows of heaven, un
locked the flood gates of the deep, and spread death, desolation 
and ruin over the earth. And at Babylon confused the lan-
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guage of the people and sent them forth as one in divine origin, 
but differing in speech, custom race and association through 
natural environments, climatic influences, and inherent and ac
quired racial and national proclivities and habits. The sons 
of Ham went down into Africa and established the great king
dom of Ethiopia, one of whose kings led an army of one mil
lion men against the kingdom of Israel. Highly civilized sons 
of Africa worshipped at the sacred shrines in the magnificent 
temples of Luxor, Kornac, and Medinet Abu, hundreds of 
years before the Anglo-Saxon and Teuton peoples had been 
formed in the womb of the world. Egypt’s proud aristocracy 
sat at the feet of Hmnitic savants learning the rudiments of 
civilization thousand?^)! years before Columbia, the gem of 
the ocean, felt the tread of the white man’s feet. The magnifi
cent ruins of Egypt and Upper India speak louder than words 
of a highly civilized people—undoubted descendants of Ham— 
of whom their posterity in America need not be ashamed. As 
planned of God in His eternal purposes of grace, the great 
wheel of Providence, revolving through the centuries, brought 
to this people temporary eclipse and loss of national glory.. 
The Caucasians, descendants of Japheth, coming into action 
in God’s appointed time, assumed the leadership of the races; 
and now, for hundreds of years, have ruled, almost with a rod 
of iron, every race of people coming under their dominion.

In 1492 Columbus, seeking a new route to the Eastern Isles, 
discovered a new land. Returning to Europe with trophies of 
his voyage, his fame spread through all the courts of Europe. 
And many hardy and intrepid voyagers braved the dangers of 
the seas to share the richness of the new world : Desoto, Pi
zarro, Cook, Smith, Vespucci, the Cabots, Hudson, Cartier, 
and others. These hardy pioneers of several types of Euro
peans were soon followed by the colonists, and the coast-line 
country was parceled out between the three great nations of 
France, Spain and England. Very soon a gigantic death strug
gle began for the supremacy; the struggle was long, eventful 
and bloody, but, eventually, nded with the supremacy of the 
and bloody, but eventually ended with the supremacy of the 
cargo of twenty . African slaves at the thriving town of James, 
on the right bank of the river by that name, who were sold to 
the settlers as chattels, the settlers believing that the bringing 
of the slaves was a God-sent blessing to them. Thus began 

the terrible and accursed disease that eventually necessitated 
the slaying of 500,000 men, the shedding of rivers of blood, 
and the spending of $6,000,000,000. Though this awful thing 
became a curse to the nation and sent an army of 3,000,000 men 
to war, it was a beneficent blessing to the descendants of Ham, 
the accursed of Noah—not of God.

God, “who knows our hearts and tris our reins,” having 
something great in store for His ancient people, permitted 
them to be brought here as chattels that they might be civi
lized, Christianized and prepared for the great and mighty 
work He has purposed that they shall accomplish in Africa 
and America, the lands of their nativity and enforced adoption. 
In this country God intends that we shall work out a destiny 
and carve a name which shall be as glorious and imperishable 
as that of the fairest and proudest race or nation upon whose 
Dossessions the sun has ever shone.

This country to which our fathers were brought is' the fair
est and best, I believe, ever in existence. Its natural recources 
are inexhaustible and unrivaled; its wonders of nature are un
surpassed in beauty and magnitude; its accumulated wealth 
unparalleled in history, ancient or modern. And to this great 
country, destined of God to be the Queen of Nations, we were 
brought. For 246 years we were fettered and forced to labor 
without compensation commensurate to the labor given. For 

. 246 years we were making others rich, but having nothing of 
our own. But, thank God, He who defends the poor and needy 
was watching over us and guiding the hand of the great nation, 
whose national anthem, “My Country, ’Tis of Thee,” etc., was 
a misnomer. Three million hearts were bleeding; six mil
lion lips tremblingly offered prayers which, as sweet as incense, 
ascended to God’s throne and were answered; From out of the 
North went forth consecrated men, like Moses of old, thunder
ing forth the fiat of God, “Let my people go.” Like flaming 
heralds they went through the land arousing the people to 
their duty. Upon the hustings and in the halls of legislation 
the great question was agitated, until the whole nation was 
aroused. The North for liberty to all; the South for continued 
slavery of the black.

Compromises were attempted, but, to the glory of the na
tion, a just God ruled in the heavens, and every effort for com
promise failed. Sainted John Brown attempted the impossi
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ble at Harper’s Ferry, and failed, but started a fire that could - 
not be quenched. Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe sent forth her 
"Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” that aroused a furore of excitement 
everywhere. Lovejoy died a martyr, Douglas was mobbed, 
and Charles Sumner was struck down by an advocate of slav
ery upon the floor of the United States Senate. The great 
political parties were hopelessly divided upon the great and 
perplexing question of slavery. That invisible hand that wrote 
the fatal words on the wall of Belshazzar’s festal was now 
guiding this nation to a bloody chasm where slavery was to be 
buried beneath the battle-scarred bodies of 500,000 men.

In the fall‘of'lfcj Old Abe Lincolmwas declared the choice 
of the nation for President, and then tne tocsin of war sounded, 
and 3,000,000 men met in the shock of battle. Lincoln, who 
felt the touch of God, and declared his faith to -the faithful 
nurse of his sick son, pledged himself to God that should the 
battle turn in favor of Freedom’s armies at Anteitam he ‘ 
would sign the Emancipation Proclamation, bowed to God’s 
will, and gave to the slave Jhat precious boon for which men 
will gladly fight and die. In the midst of the smoke and fire 
hgard the voice of the Omnipotent One, “Let my people go.” 
The Southern people attempted to defy the lightning of God, 
but the Jovic fire struck a fatal blow, and slavery became a 
thing of yesterday. From mountain and plane .from rice 
swamp and cane brake, from tobacco field and cotton plantation 
went up a shout of praise unequalled in volume save by the • 
voices of many multitudes about the throne of God. The 
slave is now free—recognized by the Constitution of the gov
ernment as a citizen, and we have proved to the world to be 
worthy recipients of the blessings bestowed. Many have spo
ken scornfully of us, and others have despitefully used us, but 
with it all we have steadily advanced under the leadership of 
God. In the beautiful words of Whittier, changed just a little, 
we express our faith in Him :

“We know riot where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air ;

We only know we cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care.”
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And, resiging ourselves as a people to His care, we’ve 

marched on, like Israel of old, confident that He will give us 
victory in theend,however much the enemy may say derogatory 
of our character individually and, racially. The first great 
question was, “Will the Negro free be self-sustaining and 
non-burdensome to the Government?” The free men, guided 
by their own judgment, and moved by the spirit of God, have 
exhibited greater results than they ever did for their masters. 
They are steadily forging ahead; and carving their name on 
the face of the cliffs of time. Although opposed greatly, they 
are burning the barriers, fording the rivers, crossing the 
mountains, scaling the heights and planting their standards 
upon evety rampant in Jehovah’s name. They have won lau- 
.rels in the fields of Theology, Law, Science and Art. At free
dom’s dawn our possessions averaged about eight cents per 
capita. Now we own almost one billion dollars worth of prop
erty, real and personal.

We have formed home ties, and strengthened our bonds of 
family associations. We are leading the children to the feet of 
Him who said, “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto Me,” etc. Our denominational family numbers 
14,675 preachers, and 1,855,524 members. We own the larg
est publishing plant owned’by negroes in the world. The great 
A. M. E. Church numbers 675.462 members; the A. M. E. 
Zion, 536,271, and the Colored M. E. Church, 204,972—a to
tal of 2,596,767. Taking the smaller Afro-American Chris
tian organizations, we may safely say that 3,000,000 of our 
people have been converted to God, and are following under 
His banner, the lowly Jesus, whose life is exemplified in every 
honest heart His love has touched. Here, in this fair land1, 
highly favored of God, after the scourgings of war, we are to 
work out our salvation and help in the work of evangelizing 
the world: We are willing t'o give life and all for the country’s 
glory and development. Whatever is to be the future of Amer
ica, w must and will share in it. We do not seek a social 
equity that means a loss of manhood and race distinction—only 
a chance in the struggle for existence. I do not think we will 
ever lose our identity as a race, but rather will ever remain a 
separate and distinct people, working out our destiny as di
vinely decreed. Our future will be what we make it. Grate
ful to the great people who gave us freedom, and those philan-
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thropic benefactors who have aided our development we shall 
continue in our attempts to standaloneuntil success is achieved. 
And then, dependent upon no one, save in that sense where the 
spirit of inter-dependence makes itself manifest, we shall help 
to lift not only our own dependents, but those of other lands 
and peoples who have come through the open doors of our land 
of freedom’s songs and happy homes.

And now, brethren, I must close. Do not be discouraged , 
when men speak ill of you. Do your duty as men. God is for 
you. His hand is guiding you; and the victory is sure. The 
great wheels of Providence never turn backwards. The law of 
progress knows no retrogression. God has given the marching 
orders, the Am&riJlh Negro has heard x and, like a solid pha
lanx, is marching on. It is said that one may go into ancient . 
Egyptian temples, and find pictures on their walls in all the 
freshness of their first colorings, as if the painter had just laid 
down his brush a moment ago. So in the nation’s heart the 
glorious beauties of our race’s character, made chaste by the 
hand of God, and the benign and benificent influences of our 
spirit of forgiveness and patience, will live in beautiful forms 
that no sectorial or racial prejudices, and no bitter calum- . 
nies, will ever wipe out. Like a few others, I believe that God 
has teserved the American Negro for a higher form of civili- 
seen. Shall we realize it ? We can if we but do our duty like 
zation and a purer type of Christianity than the world has ever 
men of God. God grant that this people of whom our Conven
tion is a part may so conduct itself in this temple of the nations 
that centuries hence the seekers for the beautiful may find in 
the midst of the lovely pictures painted by the races of America 
one (a diamond in the midst of purest pearls), the unparal
leled work of the Negro, under the influence of Him whose 
hand doth guide the rolling worlds and clothe the earth in 
sweetness and beauty.

R. H. Bowling,
President.
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THE CONTINUITY OF CHRISTIAN WORK.

By S. T. Clanton, D. D., La. \

Significant and suggestive is the expression of John Wes
ley: “God buries the workman, but carries on the work.” 
Herein is the assurance for the unity and continuity of Chris
tian work of the highest order of excellence and power. It is 
done with noise, without pomp, without clamor. It is done 
as a result of the fact declared by Jehovah to Joshua, in these! 
words: “There shall not any man be able to stand before thee 
all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”

“Be strong and of a good courage; for unto this people shalt 
thou divide for an inheritance the land which I swore unto their 
fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very coura
geous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law 
which Moses commanded thee; turn not to the right hand or to 
the left, that thou mayest prosper, whithersoever thou goest.”

The above declaration is the secret of Joshua’s success; it ac
counts for the triumph of the invincible three hundred under 
Gideon; it explains the exultation of Joseph in Egypt, when 
Africa had the blazing light of civilization, and of Daniel's 
fame, and of Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego’s distinction 
in Babylon, and it accounts in a most gratifying manner for the 
marvelous spread of Christianity, and for the conversion of the 
Roman Empire to the faith of the lowly, yet divine Nazarene, 
that was at one: time everywhere spoken against.

And what else can account for the planting and training of 
the great churches, and for their growth and wonderful histor
ical development among our people except this fact and this 
principle that God enunciated to Joshua as his stay and comfort 
when he commissioned him. The great churches in Richmond, 
Va., gathered together by the late pastors John Jasper and J. 
H. Holmes, and the First Church, in Savannah, Ga., of which 
the late Dr. Love was pastor,, and the Cherry Street Church, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., of which the late Dr. Miller was pastor, and 
of which at present the able and scholarly Dr. Creditt, is pastor. 
These are memorials and monuments that deck the pathway 
of humanity, and attract the attention of all thoughtful men 
and women of culture to a renewed realization that the secret of
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the Lord is with them that fear Him, and that now, as it always 
has been, in all ages, in all lands, and amongst all people—it is 
not by power nor might, but by spirit, s'aith the Lord.

The strength, efficiency and perpetuity of our church work, 
worship, doctrines, policy and history are secured and have the 
immortal heritage of youth and splendor and glory, as long as 
we as a people are wise enough, and have needful grace to keep 
in our hearts and in our mouths the book of the law that God 
commended to Joshua for his private and social mediation, and 
as his text-book for his public teaching and government. 
Joshua 1:8-9.—New Orleans, La.

THE CONDITIONER THE NEGRO ^N THE SOUTH.

T. S. Sandefur—Ark.

The condition of the Southern Negro is very hopeful, not
withstanding a few humiliating laws have been enacted against 
him. These only serve to stimulate him to greater effort in 
self improvement and in the building of strong character. 
Everything points to his advancement. ■ There are public 
schools, colleges and universities scattered all over the South
land, With eminent and scholarly leaders at their heads, and 
thousands of bright, intelligent young people, drinking from 
the refreshing spring of knowledge. Many things that look to 
be against the Negro in the South, at long range, on closer in
spection, show that they conspire to build him up and make him 
strong for the work before him.

We are not so much disturbed with labor organizations. It 
is a (fyestion of capability with Southerners. Can he do the 
work ? Is he able to carry out his contract ? It resolves itself 
into a question of real merit, positive ability. Color plays no 
part. In nearly every city, village and hamlet, Southern Ne
groes are buying and owning homes. In the rural districts 
they are raising crops on large plantations all their own—some 
of these plantations were owned by their former masters, and 
now the slaves occupy his place. Along industrial lines, they 
are becoming skilled as artisans, and adopting modern methods 
tq. carry on their work, putting in large steam and electric 
plants in factories and reducing farming to a science indeed', 
while they pay taxes on millions of real property. In the South
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every one can work together under the same sun. From the 
plantation to the city mansion, they weld iron on the same an
vil, build wagons in the same yard, and lay bricks on the same 
wall. Still each lives in his own social and religious world. 
If you would find an opportunity to study tTie Southern Negro, 
look in upon such schools as Tuskegee, in Alabama, Guadalupe, 
Texas, Baptist College, Little Rock, Ark., Virginia Seminary, 
Lynchburg, Va., and over two score more of schools for higher 
education, owned and controlled by Negro Baptists.

“Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus and His right
eousness.”

SPARKS FROM AFRO-AMERICAN ANVILS.

We are asked to believe that the dance is a Christian rite ; 
that, like the drama, it had its origin as a religious rite, *and 
formed part of the Hebrew and other sacred ceremonies. Who 
will believe it? The modern ball-room is a vulgar, disorderly, 
degrading spot, on which none but idlers and sports can be 
content for a single evening. Even in old Testament times all 
who indulged in dancing found, ultimately, more pain than 
pleasure in the exercise.—E. W. Isaacs, D. D., Tenn.

The industrial education of the Negro is receiving more at
tention now than at any time since the war. The friends ofl 
industrial education do not propose to undervalue a liberal edu
cation, but to emphasize the industrial. There is no reason 
why the education of the Negro should not be the kind that is 
to benefit him the most. Both the industrial and collegiate 
training are necessary for the best interests of dur race. The 
one should not antagonize the other. Let us encourage both 
systems of education.—C. H. Phillips, D. D., Tenn.

It is not in vain that so many of the brethren have blended 
themselves for the work to which in the providence of God' 
they are called. They mean to do something,and by God’s help
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they are going to accomplish it; God’s voice calls them to come „ 
out and see doors of hope which He is opening for them that 
they may build up their own wall and be no longer a reproach 
in the eyes of the sons of Jepheth. He who cannot see any
thing good in this race move, is blind, and has a low idea of his 
race. Many thanks for what the sons of Jepheth have done 
for the sons of Ham, but it is time that Ham do something to 
show that Jepheth’s labors are not in vain.—J. J. Pusey, D. D., 
Va.

We appeal no longer to political parties. They have proved 
both apathetic a^ powerless. Politics is no longer a panacea 
for our ills. It is now purely a question of humanity, and the 
exercise of Christianity. In view of this, can those mighty 
engines of power—the platform, the press, the pulpit, which 
oppose so vehemently prize fights, the canteen and the saloon, 
Sabbath "desecration and kindred evils, longer consistently re
main silent concerning the terrible crimes against a helpless 
race—crimes that stain our country’s name, disgrace its boast
ed civilization, and that receive the condemnation of even hea
then people ?—Prof. W. S. Scarborough, Ohio.
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THE VIRGINIA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION.

We attended the annual meeting of the Virginia Baptist 
State Convention. It was held at Bedfcyd, Va., a town nesting 
in the mountains of Southwestern Virginia. The delegation 
was large and representative. The proceedings were interest
ing, orderly and inspiring. We say inspiring, because we wit
nessed a sight our eyes had never beheld before. The second 
day of the session at exactly ten o’clock in the mornig, the Pres
ident, Rev. R. H. Bowling, D. D., began to call the roll of per
sons who had subscribed to the $10,000 educational fund, and 
the delegates answered without, speechmaking or excuse-mak
ing, until at syc o’clock in the evening they had placed upon 
the table in the presence of a vast audience, over $5,000. Never 
have we seen such liberality, such cheerfulness among givers; 
such inspiring examples of self-denying love for the cause of 
Christian education, and for the perpetuity of our beloved Vir
ginia Theological Seminary and College. It was the hour of 
victory for Prof. Hayes when the plaudit of a grateful people 
were showered upon him, and when he stood forth like a battle- 
scarred warrior, fresh from scenes of strife, to have placed upon 
his honest brow laurels of undying praise and glory. This 
amount was given the first day, but before the session closed 
the delegation had raised in cash, six thousand and ten dollars, 
“cash,” making in all raised during the year, fourteen thous
and, nine hundred and sixty-five dollars.

This great liberality evidenced a few things to which we de
sire to call attention. It showed that Negroes stand ready to 
support that kind of educational work that reproduces manhood 
and self help; that the disposition to hang on to somebody else 
to do the thing we ourselves ought to do, dwarfs rather than 
develops self respect and individual effort; that Negro churches 
are ready to inspire confidence in their leaders, who believe in 
Negro capability and to emphasize this fact by putting large 
sums of money in their hands to be appropriated; that the only 
impediment in the way to racial growth in this direction is due 
to a “few timeservers” who have possession of certain pulpits 
and that even among their followers many influential men sent 
money contributions to help in the very work their pastors op
pose. We have been acquainted with Virginia Baptists for 
over a quarter of a century and never knew them in their hal-
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cyon days to approach within ten thousand furlongs, anything 
like they have done in the' past two years. This is not by 
chance. There is a strong undercurrent that has produced 
this thing. The present has been quietly waiting on the past. 
The wheels of Providence turned and all classes of Virginia 
Baptists are benefitted while the Kingdom of Christ is ad
vanced.

THE RIGHT RING ABOUT IT.

If the schools owned and controlled by our race are to be 
of great^sefuhiess and influence in the future, our brethren 
who own property must beginfo provide for them in their wills. 
Our people as a rule do not like to make wills much. 'There is 
a fear or superstition that controls most of our people of means, 
when it is suggested that they make a will. The white people 
give largely to their academies, colleges and universities while 
donors are living and also richly provide for their schools in 
their wills. Academies, colleges and universities can’t lie op- 
ucated exclusively by he tuition paid by the students. Tuition 
paid by students scarcely defrays the current expenses of any 
school. It takes a great deal of money and time to equip a 
school so that it will be in a condition to do first-class work.; 
We hope our brethren will begin to think of this. What serv
ice is wealth any way if it is not used to make us better. Re
member brethren that as we are prospered, much is expected 
of us in the future.—Baptist Vanguard, Ark.

YOU ARE RIGHT, PROF. BOOKER.

Negroes are rapidly acquiring wealth, and in many cases 
they have made white people the custodian of that wealth. 
There are thousands of our people, all over the country, who 
could make a provision of a few hundred dollars to endow some 
good school. Negroes are not so poor as many people repre
sent them to be. True. There are not any millionaires, but 
there are many xyealthy who could perpetuate their names in 
tips way. Negroes are given to liberality, but they have not 
learned to give systematically, and with a view to effecting sure 
and substantial results. Now, there are many pastors of our 
churches who know persons with money and they could encour-
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age them to set apart something in their wills for the education 
of the race. They need to be educated up to this way of giving. 
It would do more towards dignifying the race than a thousand 
orations setting forth the excellence of the Negro or ten thous
and resolutions offered to defend him against calutnny and pro
scription. Who will answer, saying,“I will provide for one of 
the schools owned and controlled by Negro Baptists?”

The death of Rev. Dr. Sebaptiste removes one of the most 
scholarly, consecrated and dignified ministers from life. He 
was indeed a prince and mighty man iq Israel.

We aim at quality, not quantity; readable matter that digests 
and then builds not mess that makes dispeptics and tears down.

It is one o'f the most discouraging signs of race progress to 
note the eagerness and ease with which one Negro will villify 
and slander another; especially if the other is the slanderers 
superior in character, and education and wealth.

The disposition to crowl around for some one to carry us, 
is responsible for our lack of productivity. We don’t believe 
in ourselves and of course must take the last place in the pro
cession if we get in at all.

Much is said of the depths from which the Negro has come. 
It should be remembered he has not yet attained the height and 
should not be told so. If there is not yet much climbing to do, 
then we are mistaken in the man and the journey. Disfran
chisement, Jim Crowism, lynch-law, Caucasion hatred and pro
scription of all kind, verywhere and in every shape. Are there 
heights ? We think so, but the Negro is steadily climbing.

We can't help believing in a race, that has the war record of 
Americari Negroes, from Crispus attacks via El Caney and San 
Juan Hill to the Philippines, in army and navy, as a regular and 
volunteer. O! you can’t keep him down.



2§2
Dr. Smith, editor of the A; M. E. Zion Star, is one of the 

brainiest editors among us. He knows what to do. with a 
church paper, in order to make it newsy, thoroughly interest
ing and yet dignified. The Star is not rubbish nor fossilifer- 
ous; it burns and blazes in a world all its own, and everybody 
sees its scintillations.

The disposition to crawl around for some one to carry us, 
member of the equator and a Negro as the other. It does not 
restrict oqe wore than the other; it ignores former condition 
of servitude Imd demands presentjworth and ability. It don’t 
take me because I am a poor Negro, but because I am a man.



Direct Line from the East to
THE NEXT BAPTIST CONVENTION

To be Held at Cincinnati in September. 1901. 
300 Miles of Superb Scenery, 
A Model Road and Modem Service.

H. W. FULLER, Gen. Pass. Agt. Washington, D. C.
The BUSY CORNER.
The Best of Everything for the Least Money.

S. KANN, SONS & CO.,
8th and Market Space,

The Largest Department Store in the South.
QUALITY is what you want in clothes. QUALITY is 
what you get, when you buy of us. We sell everything 

in Men’s and Boys’ Wear.

Penn. Ave. and 7th St., N. W.
——■ ■' ■'» ■ ■■   r——‘:—

W. D. TENNILLE.
ntion to Merchant Tailoring De

Washington, D. CL


