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AFRICA.

A weary, waiting throng— 
With eager, asking eyes, 
And prayers that end in sighs.

“Oh, Lord, how long?”

Africa is the largest of all the continents, except Asia, but 
less is known of her than any other continent on the globe.'

To have an idea of the size, imagine the western edge laid at 
San Francisco it would cover land and sea to the coast of 
Ireland.

Africa is 4,985 miles long, 4,615 miles wide. Its area, in
cluding the adjacent islands, is‘about 11,854,000 square miles.

The continent is divided into North, South. East, West and 
Central Africa.

North Africa extends from the Red Sea to the Atlantic, and 
from the Mediterranean to the southern boundary of Abyssinia 
and the Desert of Sahara. Mohammedanism is the principal.
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religion, though the Roman Catholics hold the balance of power, 
in Algeria.

More is known of South Africa, because of the efforts of 
Robert Moffat. Livingstone and Stanley, and more recently the 
attention of the world has been upon this section because of the 
English-Boer war.

East Africa includes the coast lying between Abyssinia and 
the mouth of the Zambezi and the inland regions of Central 
Africa around the great lakes.

Her rivers are among the largest in the world and make 
their way over great cataracts and water falls, through great 
mountain ranges down to the sea.

So much has^een said about the climate that many who 
would venture her shores have stayed ^vay, fearing death from 
climatic conditions. While the coast region is malarious and 
the equatorial region feverish, the higher altitudes are exceed
ingly healthful. The soil is fertile and vegetation rank.

The population has been variously estimated, but reliable au
thorities place the figures at 300,000,000 souls. Of course no • 
one knows correctly, as we can hardly keep correct figures in 
civilized countries wherethe census is taken each decade. There 
are many languages and races, but nearly all of the people are 
eiilier 'Mohammedans, pagans or savages.

The land-grabbing in Africa began in 1866, and the work of 
partitioning Africa among the various European nations has 
been industriously pursued ever since, with the result that only 
2,500,000 square miles remain unappropriated. France lead.-> 
the list of “grab-land” holders. Great Britain's “sphere of in
fluence,” the new name for national stealing, is almost equal 
to that of the United States in area.

Many men of adventure and wealth-seeking- inclinations have. 
made themselves famous and opened up avenues of commerce 
by making exploring tours of the country and reporting its con
ditions. Before the days of Livingstone, daring explorers made 
their way over mountains of obstacles in the jungles, but David 
Livingstone, the prince of explorers, Africa’s greatest friend, 
made a triumphant entry and exploring tour, beginning with 
1840 and running up tq 1873. His desire was to open up 
Africa to missions and to abolish the accursed slave trade. Will, 
iam Stanley was also imbued with this idea and resolved to face 
difficulties and perils to open up Christian missions. Truly did
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Livingstone say “the end of geographical discovery is the be
ginning of missionary enterprise.”

The light gained from these and other explorations kindled 
a spirit of pity and a feeling of duty in Jhe heart of the Christian 
world. These men opened the road of intelligent interest and 
paved the way for the bearers 0/" the Message of Salvation.

The sons of Africa will not soon forget David Livingstone. 
His kindness and sympathy in his dealings with the natives led 
them to call him their “great father.” After thirty yeqrs of 
toil he fell a victim to fever and died. Then it was that his dark 
sons of Africa showed their devotion, for they embalmed him, 
buried his heart in the land lie loved and bore his body by hand 
1.500 miles to the sea, where they shipped it to England. When 
the illustrious’ funeral train of statesmen moved down the aisles 
of Westminster Abbey it was meet to accord these black heroes 
an honored place. The impulse given missions about this time 
is due to the heroic life of this great man.

Other .men have made their way to Africa's shore, but most 
of them for gold and land and honor. Africa, with her millions 
of blacks, is waiting and watching with eager eyes for some 
strong hand to stretch forth and deliver her from the bonds of 
ignorance and superstition. No people so anxious for the 
knowledge of the Gospel are neglected and left to plod their 
way in darkness as are the millions in darkest Africa. 80 eager 
are Christians to civilize and Christianize the nations of China; 
India and other lands, that by force they throw open the gates, 
meet death and torture that the Gospel of the Son of God might 
be preached. But the sword is preparing the way for a tri
umphant entry into Africa. God is preparing the hearts of the 
natives for the reception of His Gospel. He is awekening the 
Christian world to a sense of her duty to all who dwell in dark
ness. Thbugh neglected and spurned for centuries, the God of 
nations will turn and overturn until the 300,000,000 souls bow
ing down to gods that have eyes and see not, ears anS hear not 
the cries of the people, will turn and seeve Him who desires the 
heathen for His inheritance. *
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MINISTERIAL INTEGRITY.

W. H. McRicJley, D. D., Ky.

No subject commands arid demands such serious considera
tion and attention at this hour as Ministerial Integrity. At no 
time in the history of our church have we been in greater need 
of ministers of integrity, men to occupy the pulpits in all the 
churches of this land, especially Baptist churches; men of in
tense, honest purpose.

Our church life is greatly marred and impaired by dishonesty 
in the pulpit; yea, seriously undermined, and we are becoming 
totally rftlijupus apd indifferent in too many places where there 
is a great nred of waking up for^he future of our zion.

Irresponsible, unreliable, characterless men should not be 
placed in charge of our churches at the del nent of the cause 
of Christ; men whose life and deportment are below the stand
ard, utterly oblivious for the cause they pretend to be called to 
espouse, recklessness in the minister of his character should'not 
be condoned; abuses of the minister greatly endangers the re
ligious life of the church and her standing in the community, 

ms measured by the deportment of the minister in charge; there
fore, the church of God should see that his ideal of Christian 
integrity is of the highest and best obtainable, but so frequently 
can you see the world pointing at the cause of Christ sneeringly^ 
and with contempt, on acccount of looseness in Christian mor
als on the part of the ministry, and not without cause, because 
of this cancerous looseness on our religious life in many places, 
it occasions, or gives the church little concern.

We seem to take no thought of the personal or professional 
character of the men who are called to preach the gospel of the 
blessed Christ. More attention should be given to the literary 
qualifications. Character and fitness are very necessary in the 
minister of the gospel.. Notwithstanding this essential, 
churches should not, in their mad haste, overlook even another 
essential, that is this, viz.: Ministerial morality and honesty, 
integrity of purpose to serve and honor the Master as well as 
their personal aggrandizements.

In too many places, the above qualifications are wholly ig
nored. and men are elevated to the pulpits for no other reasons 
than they have fine “voices,” and the personnels suit the whims
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of the worldly-minded in the churches, until to-day, in many 
churches, men of standing and ability are at considerable worry 
and expense trying to hold their people in line and work them 
up to the standard of Christian usefulness.

Too many seem to forget that pure ministerial life is requisite 
to the life-blood of the churches; that is, the churches are potent 
factors for good in proportion to the standard lived by minister 
and people. Truly said: “As is minister, so are the people com
posing the churches.” By this rule of measurement, the world 
applies the yardstick for the church of God. Men who do not 
come up to the measurement are blots on the fair name of the 
church of Christ. The life principle in Christianity is blurred 
by men who do not come up to the requirement.

Let the churches of the twentieth century demand in the 
clergy an unquestioned character for virtue and morality; say 
in tones of thunder, You must maintain a life worthy of your 
profession or you and your ministry ends now, «onee and for
ever. No minister should be allowed to exhibit an indifference 
about the life he lives, but tireless effort on his part to reach the 
highest ideal, maintaining a life worthy of the high calling of 
a gospel preacher.

Moral causes affect the standing and falling of churches as 
much as it does individuals. A pure, upright minister, first of 
all, is a good man, true to himself and true in his relations to 
his Christian brethren. If he respects not the dignity of his 
high office, yea, the dignity of the human nature in himself, but 
degrades it by lying, or sensuality, or criminal dishonesty, how 
can he feel a genuine and generous interest in the cause of which 
he has been summoned to uphold and defend ? He just can not- 
do it. and he dare not attempt to do it, and if he does, it is with 
half-heartedness. Such a ministry threatens the life-blood of 
the cause: yea, is a usurper and slander.

An unprincipled ministry is a drawback and a positive hin
drance to the cause of Christ, an instrumentality of corruption 
and a "breeder of crimes, yet, strange though true, that in some 
places, Baptist people will continue to indorse such men, elect 
them to preside over their congregations, when these same meh, 
they must know, would fit any other calling infinitely better 
than in the ministry—the sporting art gallery, the bar-rooms, 
gambling dens, and the low dives of sin and vice.

Men who'spend their precious time running over the country,
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hunting churches, remaining hardly long enough, for the people 
to know them ere they are off “splitting” other churches, unit- ' 
ing themselves with a vexatious, kicking, quarreling faction, 
slandering the cause of Christ, they say He has called them to 
uphold and defend. Men who are using their lofty position 
“breaking up*’ churches, instead of strengthening them; pulling 
down the morals and good name of the church of God. Men 
who spend the summer months running excursions, especially 
Sunday excursions, are used for leading the young people from 
the true ideal of the Christian Sabbath.

The church of to-day needs ministers called of God, and men 
who love their race, love Christ, and love His cause more than 
self and ease; men of true convictions, men of honest purpose. 
Men of untrue, ateictions and dishonest purpose should be 

. driven from the pulpit to their own pla<£. where they properly
belong. They should be allowed no shelter or quarter.

Men chosen to occupy the pulpit should be men of character, 
good moral standing in the community where they are best 
known, and where they live: officers of the churches should be 
men of character and some recognized ability, lovers of that 
which is good, pure and noble—honest integrity—and these 
should guard the pulpit against these bad men, who seek the 
pulpit as time-servers, men who have turned traitors, men who 
have become partners of the world in sin and folly.

Men who are enslaved in chains self-wrought and riveted by 
their own hands, the dignity of their manhood obliterated with 
every noble human quality, every elevating attirbute of charac
ter, and every God-like trait defaced^ blurred and buried be- 

/ ’ neath the teeming vices of greed.
' Men who have sold the rights of God and man to advance

their own personal gain, after sneaking into the pulpit, have 
covertly turned cowards and are using the same opportunity for 
serving sin and Satan, prostituting the cause of Christ for their 
own wicked and sinful purposes.

Will the good people of the twentieth century indorse these
- lecherous characters on our religious life? I hardly can in

dulge the thought that they will, with the increasing means of 
spreading information, exposing their scoundrelism, made to 

■ feel'their sinfulness and shafhe by a righteous indignation of an
- outraged public sentiment.

Let Christian churches insist on elevating the standard of the
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Christian ministry, until it shall have been restored to its former 
lofty place in the estimation of the people, ministerial honor 
higher than it has been in many a decade. 1 have full faith 
and confidence in the good people in our churches doing their 
full duty along these lines, so that men \yho have no regard for 
honesty and integrity, who do nothing to uphold, and build up 
a standing for honesty and truthfulness, will lie driven to seek 
other professions, where they can not do so much harm to the 
cause of the Master, but men who will strive for uncorruptible 
soundness in life, yea, upright men. and these only should be 
able to find a place to ply their holy avocation.

Men who will subscribe for and pay for their denominational 
papers; men who will take the lead in procuring homes for their 
families, and seek to elevate the tone and character of their race 
in every way; men who will send their children to their own de
nominational schools, and cheerfully pay for their board and 
tuition fees without being “dunned.'’ and then, after paying 
these reasonable demands, still remain true and loyal to the 
cause; men who dare fight their own leaders, because they have 
not lieen wise enough to improve their own opportunities and 
possibilities to lead; men who dare spend the year loading them
selves with hate and envy to discharge at -the district and gen
eral associations; men who believe in the capacity and ability of 
the negro to do his own work if given like chance with other 
races;'men who are willing to serve their apprenticeship of 
drudgery, knowing that success comes to men of tireless energy.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Rev. W. W. Gaines.—Va.

The nineteenth century has passed with its galaxy of inven
tions and discoveries in science and philosophy. The conquests 
of Christianity have been marked, even among heathen zealots. 
Through human agency, God has revealed the possibilities of 
life as well as of nature. But these are not in themselves ends. 
They are terraces of human development leading to that end— 
man’s spiritual perfection.

With a larger growth of natural resources, a superior devel
opment of mind, and a wider influence of life, the twentieth 
century must be indeed a productive one. A higher knowb-

■
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edge of application of principles, natural and spiritual piust 
yield higher fruits and give superior advantages.

_____The human mind, because of its acquisitions of thought and 
its conquests of unfavorable conditions, must bestoy grander 
results. The energies of manhood must insure a higher base 
of operations by which the life of the world is to reach its 
"El Dorado.” Material agencies must lie applied to nobler 
uses than the mere satiating of bodily wants—the very concep
tion of God must be clearer—upon a stronger faith in His sov
ereignty. All these must be the votaries of the twentieth cen
tury, and this is evident and necessary. We are responsible 
for a higher trust, because to us have been committed those po
tent resultswhich are in themselves powerful forces. The 
statue of MWerva. chisled by Phidias, imposed upon his suc
cessors a higher obligation in the art of sculpturing. Centuries, 
•as well as individuals, become repositories of the one proceed
ing. The great crises of today is the breaking up of the forces 
of evil. Civilization is demanding the right of way into the 
society of the world. The natural barriers which have st'aid 
the forces of Christianity, are now l>eing swept away, and the 
duty of the twentieth century is to magnify the glories of the 
nineteenth. True, the wisdom of man can not determine the 
ultimate progression of all the indications of human progress. 
A fair estimate of the general trend of thought and human con
duct, may be allowed and even justified. Now, forces are facts, - 
and they are essential facts. Generate them, or discover them, 
and you practically know the, result of its application. The 
planets must disembark an eclipse around the sun because of 
the action of two forces upon them operating in opposite direc
tions. This is true of every active force. Material forces 
have wrought wonders through_the agency of man. The great 
instruments of discoveries and those of measurements have 
brought the world in closer touch with the mind of man. The 
study of philosophy has brought the subtle ties of the mind in

.-v^a clearer view than was in the eighteenth century. Spiritual 
forces have tripped the idols of the world, and these idols are 
yielding to their claims. The whole world in every phase of 
its life, is aroused to the higher energies and to nobler accom
plishments. In this'march of civilization to spiritual glories, 
in what rank is the great Baptist church of America? In this 
effort of humanizing the society of the world, what is our con-
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tribution ? It is this relation to the world of which I am par
ticularly writing. The church, of God sustains a nearer rela
tion to the development of life than any other organized force 
in the world. This is because tlje care of the soul has been 
committed to its charge. No life is real and productive of 
good which is not spiritual. The one agency of securing this 
spiritual development of life, is the church. But the church 
visible is a divided whole and each division incurs the responsi
bility of the whole organization. The Baptist church in point 
of size and influence, represents a tremenduous element in the 
spiritualizing of the world. The whole cause of human events 
requires a spiritual administration by the church. So that, as 
a church# our responsibility is identical with the great church 
militant in making the life of the twentieth century nobler and 
holier. As an organied force, we dare not escape the meaning 
and object of our great church.

The last century has evinced our power and energy in the 
work of evangelizing the world. The estaglishment of missions 
throughout the world, a more systematic dispensation of truth, 
and a deeper interest in the education of the vouths of our 
country, have characteried the ambition and the efforts of our 
church since its existence. From the glorious progress of the 

-church during the last century, graver duties have multiplied. 
It must be noted that in proportion to the grade of success, so is 
our responsibility, and so are the difficulties to overcome. 
We note with pride the work of the church during the 
last year. The triumph df truth over error, the aggressive 
movement of missions in destroying idol worship and the ac
knowledgement of the God of our fathers as the supreme ruler 
of the world, these are the vadc mccitm. of Christianity. But 
this twentieth century must mark a greater progress of the 
church. The past century has evinced the power and useful
ness of our great institutions of learning and business. We 
l<x>k with pride upon those whose minds and forceful lives are 
steering these enterprises in the name of Jehovah, and for the 
redemption of man.

Who dares to doubt the issue of the movement for Negro ex
altation and proficiency in church and state ? The voice of the 
times speaks with certainty of the endurance of those mighty 
engines of power and influence which have been established 
by Negro brain, and fostered by Negro energy and ability.
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The great enterprise at Nashville, Tenn., is a memorial to such 
ability and energy. These, brethren, are the products of our 
benefactions and support

The marvelous yield of literature during the past year or 
more, proves the power and usefulness of this mighty insti
tution, The National Baptist Publishing House. And it in
sures a hope of grander results in years to come. Let men read 
and learn of our insoiration and purpose through that institu
tion.

The great stirring events of every day life, with-their proph
esies, should be constantly noted, for they tell us of the signs 
of the tinftfein the years to come. Then let loyalty to the 
church and to Jesus Christ be otr watchword.

The great field of missions, so very interesting to all true 
and God loving Christians, with its thrilling stories, incidents 
and fervent appeals, will be considered; sacrifices will be made 
and great and unknown victories will lie achieved.

The nineteenth century, our mother, is dead. She has gone 
to God and carried with her the shackels of four million slaves. 
Her auction blocks are converted into pulpits and her chattels 
into preachers, doctors, lawyers, school teachers, statesmen and 
register of the United States Treasury. The slave t»en has be
come a church; the whipping post a school room and the farm 
is often recorded in the servant’s name. The cook and car
riage driver, through industry and honesty, have attained the 
honorable positions of mistress and master. What a wander
ful change this is! This, and many others, are but the signs 
of the times.

The twentieth century, our step mother, is here! She brings 
new duties to our door. Let us receive them cordially and 
prove ourselves worthy of our calling. This should be the 
greatest century! Then |et us make it so because we live in it; 
The Negro has become a wonder: His publishing house, 
churches, colleges, seminaries, insurance companies, factories, 
stores, farms, banks and state and national conventions are 
marvelous signs of ,the times.

, 'The wisdom of the church is supplied by omniscence; her 
power is from on high and her voice is the voice of God. Be
fore the weapons of warfare the strongholds of evil and error 
are thrown down, and the “very thoughts of the heart' >rf led 
captive.
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RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS.

J. H. Eason, D. D.—Va.

Due to love of authority in man, to unregenerate men getting 
into the church darly after it was established, to change in cus
toms of man growing out of the advance of learning and civil
ization, to low and higher grades of understanding or judgment 
of men, the different shades of clearness of spiritual vision or 
sight—due to all this, there are many denominations in the 
world.

The Roman Catholic, the Episcopal, the Presbyterian, the 
Methodist, Baptist and Christian churches, and all other de
nominations of Christendom, are one in accepting salvation 
through Jesus of Nazareth. But as to how they receive salva
tion from Him, they differ. They are all Christians, so far as 
believing in the atoning blood of Christ is concerned; but as to 
his requirements and workings, they differ as do political par
ties in America—the Democratic, Republican and Populist par
ties. This division of the Christian world grows out of their 
positions in reference to the Bible and its teaching on church 
matters. Some Christians take the position that no form of a 
visible local church has ever l>een prescribed in the Bible, but 
that God has ordered there be a church—just as a man might 
command the cook to prepare a cake, without saying whether it 
must be a round cake, or a long cake, or a square cake; hence 
they hold they can build a church to suit their own notions. 
Some others take the position that the form and regulations are 
set forth in the New Testament, and that Christians should 
strictly adhere to that plan. Others believe and take the posi
tion that while the plan as a whole and a general specification is 
laid down in the New Testament, we-are at liberty to add such 
things as they think are good and not forbidden by the Bible. 
There are two classes of those who hold this last view; those 
who hold that anything that tends to good may be added and 
those who hold that only those things—though good—can be 
added which are directly in keeping with the principles of the 
plan of the church as laid down in the New Testament, and the 
spirit of Christianity.

The Catholics look back at the plan of the Mosaic covenant, 
and draw their plain of church from the ceremap^d“lienaatipn 
of grace. They say Peter—Matt. 16-18—-represents in the
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Christian church what the priest did in the old covenant; hence , 
they make priests a part of the Catholic church. But as Christ 
was a priest and a king, they made Peter his earthly represent
ative, with divine authority over the church. When Peter died 
he handed his authority to the one who took his place, they sup
pose. Their church considers that power has been handed from 
one successor to Peter to another until now. The power is now 
held by the Pope of Rome, the last appointed successor of Peter 
and the present representative of Christ over all the Roman 
Catholics in the world, who look upon him as not being able 
to make a mistake in interpreting the Scriptures. Hence fol
lows their pepaqtf and praying to priests, to save men.

The Episco|>araiurch has some of^he same ideas.
The Methodists believe in adding whatever tends to good; 

hence they turned a religious society into the Methodist Church. 
In this society John Wesley sent his men out to do religious 
work. When the Methodists made the society a church, they 
provided it with a man having the same ]>ower to send preach • 
ers. .They gave this man the title of bishop—taking for granted 
that such was the office and duty of the bishop in the New Tes
tament. Taxing members so much would work well, so the 
Methodists made that a part of their constitution.

All Pedo-Baptists hold that it works well to baptize babies; 
and since the Bible does not forbid it, they baptize them or 
sprinkle them. They say, when the child is told that he has 
been baptized and belongs to the <;hurch, it leads him to strive 
to be good.

Methodists and Presbyterians agree in putting the govern
ment of the church outside of the church. The Conference, 
constitutionally, rules the different local bodies in the Methodist 
church. The Presbyterians assume that it is right and good 
that the most intelligent rule, hence put the last court of apjieal 
in the General Assembly, a lx\dy outside of the church. r 

f"- The Baptists are. very simple in their form. They emphasize 
a man must not only be a g<x>d man. to join them, but lie must 
be bom again. They hold that a man must exercise faith in 
Christ before he is baptized.—John 3:7: Luke 3:7. 8. They 
hold that every local individual church is independent, and that 
no body, association, convention or council can overrule a thing 
that has been voted by a majority of the members of a local in
dividual church, and compel the church to take its decision; 
that the decisions- of a* committee may be overruled, the dei- 
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cisions of the board of deacons may be appealed from, but from 
the church there is no appeal.—Matt. 18:17; Rom. 6:1; 1 Cor. 
5:3~5>-11-3- The Baptists believe that all these passages prove, 
is in the line with the self-government of the church. The 
church here is asked to receive, to exclude and settle differences 
among members. The Baptists hold that a bishop in the plan of 
a church given in the New Testament, is a pastor, and has no 
official control over any other preacher or church but the one he 
pastors. They adhere firmly to that administration of the rite 
of water which represents a burial, that is, immersion—plunged 
beneath the surface of the water in baptism. Secretaries and 
trustees and choirs are about all the additions the Baptists have 
that do not appear in the plan in the New Testament. These 
they think, are not forbidden by the New Testament and are 
directly in line with the principles of the church. They have 
admitted new names to some old offices and officers of the 
church, but have not knowingly admitted a single new office or 
officer. For instance, they have permitted the nartie “Baptist 
Church,” or “Missionary Baptist Church,” to be used instead 
of “Church of God,” “Churches of Christ.”—1 Tim. 3 .'5; Rom. 
16:16. The bishops have been allowed to be called “reverend” 
and “doctor.” It is not certain in any of these cases, .that the 
Baptists have given themselves these names—but accept them as 
they accepted a change of clothing from a mantle worn in the 
days of our Saviour to pants and coat worn to-day according 
to the custom of our time ; or, as the Saints accepted being 
called Christians, at Antioch.—Acts 11 =26. Mark you, the 
Baptists consider these as changes in name, not in the church. 
You know you can name a man Brown, and it will not make 
him or change his color, size or disposition to call or name him 
Johnston.

It is well for every Christian and denomination to keep ever 
before them the danger of adding to or taking away from God’s 
wOrd.—Rev. 23:18. The Baptists are very zealous about the 
doctrine once delivered to the Saints, though they may not hold 
to the words of the Saints. It seems they are so particular 
about the matter they do not add all that the spirit of Christian
ity allows. I do not know of a denomination that equals the 
Baptists in zeal for the spirit and letter of Christianity atid the 
church, except it be the Christian Church; it may be that they 
surpass the Bapsits for the latter.
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It comes only in the purpose of these lines to set forth a gen 

eral view of the creeds of the different denominations; not to 
say who is right or who is wrong.

There are some people who* will not join any church, because 
they can not decide what denomination is right. I hope these 
lines will help such an one in coming to some conclusion and in 
joining themselves to the army of God. Since denominational 
creeds are not made much of in examining a man to receive him 
into the church, it is only fair that he be given a general view of 
denominations before he comes to join the body of Christians.

AN AFRICAN EPISTLE.
Rev. Fred flgchukale.

P. O. Box 19, Queenstown, S. Africa. 27th March, 1901. 
To the Brethren and Sisters of America, through the Corres

ponding Secretary of our Board:
Dear Brethren and Sisters, Greeting!
Halleluiah! We thank the Triune God, our minister. Rev. 

E. B. P. Koti. is safely back amongst us. We are thankful 
to say his indisposition, when he left those shores, did not in
convenience him to any extent worth speaking of beyond a little 
shaking. In this we can clearly see the power of prayer, of 
which we experience so often. We know you have been offer
ing prayers—private and public—unto the Ruler of seas for 
his safe passage back unto his own.

Our minister. Rev. E. B.. P. Koti, reports most favorably 
about the brethren and sisters of America. When he was 
telling us about the wonderful and instructive things which 
he saw in America—like David—the. Psalmsit—we felt long
ing for the wings of a dove. He tells us how he met-with 
hearty receptions wherever duty called him, and how many 
rare acts of kindness were done to him during the long time he 
was amongst you.

We feel we lack the words with which to suitably and suffi
ciently thank you—one and all—ior this. Suffice to say 
your thanks for giving more than a cup of cold water to a 
stranger await you,above, where we all have one day to appear. 
He also brings solid evidence of the deep interest that you take 
in the welfare of your down-trodden and long-neglected coun
trymen.
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We are greatly indebted to you for the valuable assistance 

youJjave rendered towards the development and hastening of 
the Lord’s kingdom. You have interpreted the precept “It 
is better to give than to receive” in its full and proper sense.

The fact that our minister does not return empty-handed 
not only will check the amusement which the opponents of our 
persuasion were prepared to indulge in, but will incite us to 
business with a fresh determination to surmount all obstacles 
which'may stand in our way.

We cannot help feeling proud of you as part and parcel of. 
the original inhabitants of this dark Africa. God’s ways are 
unsearchable.

This day we are the more convinced that there is no barrier 
or impossibility which cannot be overcome by those whose only 
hope is tlfe One who was pierced for the forgiveness of our sins. 
It becomes our duty now to ask Providence that he would ena
ble us to remain deserving of further favors from you.

We are thankful to the One in whose hands ye all issues, 
that He has in his own time, seen fit to provide the work begun 
by us here with strong and able pillars from America.

With you to rely upon in a tight corner, we are sanguine of 
vet coming out more than conquerers.

Before concluding we would like to point out, for the infor
mation of our honorable board, that there are still the following 
.imprtant and progressive towns or centres at present not rep
resented by our denomination, viz., Johannesburg, Bloemfon
tein, Port Elizabeth, Grahamstown and Bulawayo. King Wil
liamstown being in our opinion one of the most civilized towns 
in South Africa—a minister stationed there should be a man of 
tact, ripe experience and good education.

If Bro. C. S. Morris would make his home in Africa much 
good would be the result here.

Again thanking you, dear brethren and sisters for the many 
kindnesses shown to our minister whilst in your midst, and 
also the valuable help afforded to him. Wishing you all Chris
tian happiness and prosperity.

Yours in Christ,
FRED NGCHUKALE.

Secretary.
By the directors of the Baptist congregation in Q’town.
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We attended during the month.the Maryland Colored .Baptist 

State Convention, held at Baltimore, Md. It consisted of about 
300 delegates, representing ,al>out one hundred churches, who 
adhere to the National Baptist Convention. They are under 
the leadership of that prince of preachers; that born leader of 
meh, who stands jove like amidst the gods, Rev. Dr. Harvey 
Johnson. A more enthusiastic delegation we have never seen 
anywhere. This convention has one of the strongest constitu
tions and best system for effective work of any in the country. 
Its president is Rev. J. H. Reid, a man of strong character and 
great natural ability, who has the esteem and respect off all 
who know him. The reports were well written, the sermons 
well delivered and the debates dignified and intelligent. Mary
land iS stWdily on the increay in Baptist churches and mem
bership. There is a consecrated and determined set of brethren 
that compose the convention, and it is indeed refreshing to be 
with them. Several hundred dollars was raised to carry out 
the objects of the convention.

It was our pleasure to visit the New England Convention at 
Bridgeport, Conn. The delegation was large and intelligent. 
The women occupied a conspicuous place in all the proceed
ings, and added much to the interest of the sessions. One of 
the most marked things about the New England Convention 
is the prominence given devotional exercises. Every day the 
session.begins with at least two hours of songs and prayer serv
ice. and how delightsome is that hour of spiritual refreshing! 
Pastor W. T. Dixon, the polished Christian gentleman and one 
of the most successful pastors in the country as well as an able 
preacher, presided over the meetings, and it was often remark
ed that the large delegation was as easily managed as an infant. 
The convention kept up its record for great work along mis
sionary and educational lines. It is a steady contributor to 
Virginia Seminary, the Foreign Mission and Educational 
Boards of the National Baptist Convention, dnd the Publish
ing Board, at Nashville.

We have noticed of late a steady improvement in the “per
sonnel” of the conyention as well as the infusion of new minis
terial life into the pastorates within its bounds. It has-an able 
set of young educated ministers who show great interest in 
denominational work and are doing a magnificent work for the 

race. We doubt whether New England ever saw a better look
ing and abler delegation from within its own district than met 
at Bridgeport, Conn., this month.

A large number of the ministry have been remembered with 
degrees during the commencements this year. It is a lamenta
ble fact that a “D. D.” does not seem to mean much now a days. 
This is due to a too lavish bestowal on the one hand and a fail
ure to recognize what is expected of one who receives such 
honors on the other. Many men retrograde as-soon as they 
are “Doctored.” They seem willing to live on their past and 
contribute nothing of scholarship to the present or future. The 
conferring of an honorary title never made a great man. Men 
are great preachers, succeessful pastors and financiers in spite 
of degrees. Some men are born great, some achieve greatness 
and others have greatness thrust upon them. In the last class 
there is danger of multiplying an order that will “turn again 
and rend" us. A class that has l>een hurried into "prominence 
and hence cannot stand the scouting and requisites incident 
to conferred honors. We should be careful to make haste 
slowly, in our indiscriminate showering of the highest honors 
upon apparently successful ministers. Success ought hot to be 
the qualification prerequisite; there should be character, broad 
ahd profound scholarship, denominational loyalty as success.

At our convention in September more attention should be 
paid to gathering finance. The meeting should be more than 
an intellectual gathering; more than a reunion; more than an 
inspiration as the result of hearing reports from the fields. It 
should be a financial success. Churches having money for the 
several boards should see to it that the money be sent to the 
different secretaries so as to be read in their reports during the 
convention.

The article on “Africa,” by Rev/Dr. Jordan, is an advanced 
chapter from his valuable book “Up the Ladder in Foreign 
Missions.” We shall review at length this literary product in 
another issue, blit take this occasion to urge brethren to be 
ready to purchase a copy as soon as it appears, as it is a gem.

■ ...
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Negro Baptists number in their ministry and membership 

some of the brainiest men and women, connected with The 
race. They have accomplished as much along educational, 
missionary, political and other lines as any set of nfen in any 
other denomination, and yet the rank and file of our denomina
tion do not seem to realize this.

When they wish to enumerate the great Race leaders and 
scholars among us, they invariably call the names of strong 
men in nearly every church but their own. All honor to the 
eminent men of other denominations. But there are others., 
and Negro Baptists ought to speak in their public addresses 
and well written articles of their own, educators, pulpiters, 
journalises,^financiers, &c. If they do not know who they are, 
let them .attend the National Convention; read the denomina
tional papers or send to the Baptist Magazine and get a list.

We must have more pride in our own men and not yield 
everybody else the chief seat, when it belongs to our own. A 
denomination without pride in what it accomplishes for God 
and humanity, will never amount to mucli—it will die under 
the blighting torch of its own nothingness.

We appeal to every loyal Baptist to send in a cash subscrip
tion to the Magazine. Hearty responses are coming in, but 
we ought to have at least 2,000 new subscribers in the next 
thirty days. We make this remarkably low offer to new sub
scribers; we will send the Magazine till June, 1902 for sixty - 
cents, or until next January for fifty cents. Our subscription 
price is $1.00 per year in advance. We carry only cash sub
scribers. Send in your money.

■
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