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THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE
THE BIBLE AGNOSTICS AND AGNOSTICISM.

By Jno. J. Pvsey, D. D., Va.

Among the many books which fill the store-houses of the 
world, the Bible is pre-eminently the one book that is supreme. 
Ort theology,, in history, in poetry, in morals, it has no equal, 
and for this reason has been justly styled ‘The Book.” It is 
admitted on the one hand as an inspired volume containing a 
revelation from the allwise Creator to his creatures, and on the 
other hand, its historical accuracy has been questioned by men 
whose learning or scientific knowledge prevents them from ac
cepting its statements. These men by way of distinction call 
themselves “Agnostics,” and the theory which they propound 
or the reason which they give for the cause of all things, con
stitutes “agnosticism.” The word “agnostic” is Greek, and 
means unknown. In the seventeenth chapter of the Acts, verse 
twenty-three, it was seen on the altar erected by the Athenians 
to the unknown God. The question then arises what is agnos
ticism or an agnostic ? An agnostic is one who holds that the 
existence of anything beyond and behind natural phenomena 
is unknown and unknowable and that a first cause and an un
seen world are subject of which we know nothing. Now that 
a first cause does exist can not be proved by any mathematical 
or scientifical facts or demonstrations, and as holy scripture has 
taught us no man cap by searching find out God. Gai is not 
the object of scientific or mathematical investigations, but of 
faith. When I say that I believe in a living personal God, if 
the agnostic asks me how do I know it, I answer that I do not 
know it; I only believe it and the belief of it is all I want; not 
the knowledge*of it. When I say five millions I believe that I 
say something, and if I am asked to write it I can do so, but 
when I have done so I do not know it ;I can not give any accu
rate knowledge of five millions. So when we say God, the 
same truth holds good. Mathematics are the exact sciences, •
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all others are experimental and no man, however clever, can by 
any experiment find out God. God, heaven, hell, death, life, 
soul, spirit, are all moral truths that lie outside of the provinces 
of scientific investigations. Now to say that the Bible is not 
a book of science is but half the truth. It is indeed not a text 
book of science, but the very source from which the agnostic 
scientist finds his weapons to attack its records. Let us now 
consider some statements which agnostic writers have made 
respecting the Biblican records. Mr. Buel, a^very learned 
writer, has said that the Bible says that Adam and Eve were 
the first of the human race, but that the records of the Bible 
could not be true because Cain in going from Eden found a 
wife in the land of Nod, and this was a sufficient proof to him 
that there were other folks in the world besides Adam and Eve.

Now it is wonderful that so competent a writer should have 
fallen into such an egregious blunder. In Genesis IV, 16, 17, 
we are told that Cain went to the land of Nod on the East of 
Eden, and that a son was born to him there of his wife. In 
those primitive times men were allowed to marry their sisters 
and the probability is his wife was his sister, the daughter of 
his father. •

But is the agnostic theory true, that because God can not be 
seen by the eye of man he does not exist ? Is it true that the 
universe, the sun, moon, stars and planets and all the host of 
heaven are merely works of natural phenomena ? It is natural 
that if a man attempts to walk on water he will sink because 
his specific gravity is heavier than the water. But Jesus Christ 
walked on water and did not sink. Why so? Because he is 
above nature. Those limitations which stop man can not stop 
Him. Agnosticism is a negative theory, and the agnostic is 
also a negative person. God, the devil, the holy spirit, hell, 
heaven, the soul, are all beyond and behind natural phenomena, 
and therefore unknown and unknowable. The Bible, however, 
teaches al) these as invisible entities above and beyond scientific 
investigations. My soul does want a positive statement as to 
its future, and finds this in the Bible clearly set forth. But 
again, does the man of science .know all about science ? Does 
the philosopher know all about philosophy ? Is there anything 
like perfection in any branch of human knowledge ? Why then 
should the agnostic ask us to tell him who is God before he can 
believe in Him?
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In the New Testament certain truths are set forth by Christ 

and His apostles, and the Christian world has accepted them as 
facts without questioning their veracity. Agnosticism on the • 
other hand casts upon them doubt and asks for proof of their 
truthfulness. Now Jesus and the apostles must have been hon
est men, and as they had nothing to gain by a deception, there 
is no reason why they should hand down a lie to posterity. In 
the Gospel of Mark,'fifth chapter, we read of a man possessed 
with a demon, exceedingly fierce, dwelling in the mountains and 
in tombs, and by his demoniacal powers, neither bands nor 
chains could hold him. Yet agnosticism throws doubt on this 
simple and undisguised narrative.

Let me say, before 1 give you what a celebrated agnostic 
h^ said about our subject, that no man of the nineteenth cen
tury can give us any real'idea of the condition of the world 
when Jesus Christ came into it. The world at that time was 
under the powers of darkness; the devil was its prince; the only 
light in the world at that time was in the Jewish church, and 
even that was imperfect. Under such conditions what could 
prevent the prince of darkness from possessing men. More 
than this, Jesus Himself admitted the fact in John XII, 31, that 
the devil was the prince of the world, and only the death and 
resurrection of Jesus should decidie forever who should be the 
prince of it. ■

But to return to the subject, Prof. T. H. Huxley says on the 
story of Gadarenes Demoniac, “If I declare as I have no hesi
tation in doing that I utterly disbelieve in the existence of un
clean spirits, and consequently, in the possibility of their com
ing forth out of a man, I suppose that Dr. Wace will tell me 
I am disregarding the testimony of our Lord. I should think 
so too. What other alternative is left me. If Jesus taught 
the existence of demons and Dr. Huxley does not believe it, is 
he not disregarding the testimony of our Lord in truth ? Con
science discovers what the devil or the demons are. Not only 
in the New Testament are we taught the doctrine of demons,but 
also in the Old Testament. In Leviticus XVII, 7, we read, 
“And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto demons,” 
etc. Dueteronomy. XXXII, 17, “They sacrifice to demons, 
not to God,” etc. If, therefore, the scriptures teach these facts, 
how dare any man to disavow his belief in them except he 
wishes to be wiser than his Maker.

Again, said the learned Professor, “And if the belief in de
mons and demoniac possession, which form the sombre back
ground of the. whole picture of primitive Christianity presented 
to us in the New testament, is shaken, what is to be said in any 
case of the uncorroborated testimony of the gospels with respect 
-to: the unseen world?” I wonder that the learned Professor 
Should say so. The belief in hags, ghosts, conjuration, etc., 
must be relegated to the realm of superstition, but not so in the 
belief in the devil and demons. As long as Christianity shall 
remain on earth, men’s faith will never be shaken in the exist-1 
ence of such beings, though invisible to us. A$ to the invisible 
world, instead of being “uncorroborated,” as Professor Hux
ley said, it is the most corroborated fact in the Old and New 
^Testament. You see it in the Sermon on the Mount, in the 
patern prayer as taught by our Lord; in the intercessory prayer 
of the Christ in the seventeenth chapter of John; in Mark XVI, 
19; in Luke XXIII, 70: XXIV, 51; not to speak of the Old 
Testament passages. Agnosticism may doubt the possibility of 
an invisible work!, but faith believes it, and in every instance 
the man who exercises faith in the invisible world, in the invisi
ble God. has7 come out a victor, while agnosticism and the 
agnostic pul! the rock of unbelief upon themselves and are 
ground to powder. 1 f there be not a future world where then 
are all the dead of every race, country and nation ? • Does death 
destroy utterly human existence? When the Sadducees, the 
Jewish agnostics, tried to catch Christ in reference to a future 
world and the resurrection of the dead, they were met on their 
own ground and their agnosticism was shattered by the Christ. 
Exodus HI. 6, He tells them that God was not the God of the 
dead but of the living. Matthew XX, 32; Luke, XX, 37, 38; 
Mark, XII, 26, 27. No future world do you say! What then 
did the Master of Christianity mean by these scriptures? God 
a living,.personal entity, can not stand in connection with dead 
entities. The soul of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are not dead, 
but are'alive with God in the invisible world.

Agnosticism negatives a personal devil, and a hell proper. 
It claims that every man is his own devil, and his own hell. If 
every man was his own creator this might have been strictly 
true. But if he is responsible to another for his life and action, 
then this agnostic theory is false. Whtn we are asked by the 
agnostic to tell him what Christ is and what he has done, we
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refer him to the sayings and miracles of Christ. One quotation 
more from Professor Huxley: “It is a matter of notoriety, of 
which Mr. Harrison, who accuses us all (the agnostics) so 
freely of ignoring history, should not be ignorant that the crit
ical process which has shattered the foundations of orthodox 
Christian doctrines .owes its origin not to the devotees of phys
ical science, but before all, to Richard Siman, the learned 
French Oratorican, just two hundred years ago.” The learned 
Professor was never more mistaken than in this statement. If 
the foundations of orthodox Christianity were shattered two 
hundred years ago. what is Christianity doing in the world 
to-day ? What are the various Christian denominations toiling 
and struggling for? What mean missionary enterprises? 
What are orthodox ministers of the gospel preaching about? 
Wlia does the church live and thrive ? Is orthodox Christianity 
founded on, Peter as the church of Rome has said, or on Jesus 
Himself? Christianity is founded on the eternal Rock of Ages 
against which no weapons formed could prosper. Agnosticism 
may rage and foam, but the truth which Jesus delivered to 
Peter on the road to Caesaria Phillipi, Matthew XVI, 18, will 
stand. Happy for Christianity that Jesus is not a stone but a 
rock.

Men can remove stones, but they can not do that to a ledge of 
rock. If Christianity was not of divine origin, it could not 
have stood the test of nineteen centuries. What did not the 
first adherents of it suffer? Every apostle of Jesus save St. 
John, became a martyr to its truth. Christianity is a living 
stream of water issuing from the throne of God, of which 
every thirsty soul may drink and and never thirst; agnosticism 
is but a mirage which deceives its votaries and after a while 
hurries them in the parching sands of their own negations.

Let no agnostic deceive you,by saying there is no future; let 
no man tell you that there is no judgment day; deceive not your
self that Jesus is a mere man; say not there is no personal devil; 
you will find that out tomorrow; don’t say there is no hell; 
there is a hell, for Jesus, who came from the invisible world, 
says there is one. Throw your agnosticism aXvay and accept 
the cross; don’’t you say “I don’t know;” negations won’t do 
at the hour of death. Accept the present opportunity to hear- 
and ponder on what you hear.. A belief in what the scriptures 
say of Jesus has given rest to many. Agnosticism has never
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saved a man. A knowledge of science is good, but the knowl
edge. of Christ as a personal Savior is the chief good.

And now let me draw a picture in conclusion. William 
Ewart Gladstone, one of England’s greatest statesmen, cele
brated as a scholar and a Christian, died about two years ago. 
This man was a devout disciple of the Christ. When nearing 
the end of his earthly life, he was asked what as to the future, 
he replied: “We must look to the maintenance of the faith in t 
the. invisible.” That faith has .carried him into the general 
assembly, and church of the first born enrolled in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of perfect just men. 
And to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than Abel’s. On 
the other hand. Professor Huxley, another of England’s great 
men died—but alas! no hope for him. He died an agnostic, 
and as his faith was negative his end was also negative.

Which of these (wo men would you prefer to follow, Glad
stone or Huxley? Faith has a goal, agnosticism is idle fancy.

THE NEED OF A DISTINCT RACE AND DENOMINA

TIONAL LITERATURE.

By Rev. Harvey Johnson, D. D., Md.

Mr. President and Members of the National Baptist Con
vention :

I feel myself highly honored in being permitted to meet and 
speak witfi you again. The subject assigned me is vitally sig
nificant and important to us, as Colored Baptists. A distinct 
literature for our own particular use is, at this time, peculiarly 
necessary; for a race without a literature, is a race without 
standards; and is therefore without proper denomination safe
guards and guides; so When I speak of our distinctive litera
ture—I speak of a literature written by ourselves, for ourselves, 
about ourselves; because any other is unfaithful to us, untruth
ful about us and prejudicial against us. One has only to turn
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to the literature of all past and present time for verifiication . 
of the above assertions. There is a Hiscox’s directory, but it 
is not ours; a Pendleton’s Manual and Christian Doctrine, but 
they are not ours; there is also a Star Book, a Year Book, and 
a Hymnal, but they are not ours either. No, they are not ours 
as a production, so the honor and credit of production is lost 
to us, as is also the mental development and doctrinal discipline 
to be gained thereby. They are hot ours as a commodity, and 
so to us a great financial loss, which loss is material in the ex
treme, for it is the financial standing which races and denom
inations have, that sets them prominently before the world, 
combined with their literature. Therefore I am glad to know 
that we have made such a grand and noble beginning along

* this fne. May God bless Dr. Boyd, for we can truly say that
whether Queen Esther came tothe throne of Persia for just such 
a time as she met and fulfilled, we know' well by actual things 
that have taken place through the work of the Publishing Board 
at Nashville, that Dr. R. H. Boyd came on the stage of action 
just in time to meet the emergencies that4so boldly confronted 
us, has met them and stands to-day victor; hence we have a 
distinct literature, and may it increase until the shelves of our 
libraries groan under the burden of literary fruits of our presses 
at Nashville. But we still need h National Guide Book or Di
rectory, that shall embody articles of faith, and all other things 
needed for the proper guidance of a great denomination. We 
need a National Hymn and Tune-Book for the use of our 
pulpit and pew; we need also an annual Record or Year Book 
for the proper listing of our churches.. May God hasten the 
day when we shall have all these and more. What was it that 
gave tone, character, national and racial standing to Greeks, 
Romans and Anglo-Saxons; but their distinctive literature, 
although these were almost entirely fabulous and fictitious, 
vainly and falsely called “heroic.” Take for instance the

. Illaid and Odyssey of Homer, and what are they but romantic 
love stories? Yes, so'romantic are they that not a single Inci
dent or personage mentioned in them can be proven to be real 
or have ever existed; and not only so. but it may be questioned, 

t whether Homer himself ever lived, since there are seven differ
ent places at which he is said to have been bom, and as many 
different dates of birth. Now under such circumstances how 
can it be proven that he was ever bom at all ? And if he ever
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lived, did he write the Illiad and Odyssey, for he was a blind 
bard who is said to have sung his poems over the hills of 
Greece for a living, just as blind beggars do to-day. Now turn 
if- you will to Roman literature and read Virgil, and you will 
find nothing but another set of romantic love stories, in the 
fond of the life of Aeneas, another fictitious character as also 
that of Dido, who never lived, and consequently never had

* anything to do with the founding of Carthage; and yet of such < 
a literature is the white man proud to boast. But we are build
ing not a sham or a pretense, but a real tangible literature which' 
is in its character at once moral, Christian, racial, denomina
tional and national. But let us now consider Anglo-Saxon lit
erature in its racial and tribal character; while we do not find 
their early beginnings romantic love stories, we do find mythical 
gods and godesses, heroes and heroines without number, until 
it is impossible to tell when we come to the words and deeds 
of real men andAvomen; and yet, even by such a literature as 
this, has the proud Anglo-Saxon made for himself a name, and 
reached his fabled fame. Then, if the Greeks, Romans and 
Anglo-Saxons needed a literature to set them before the world, 
to the extent that they had to fabricate one, what can we be 
without doing deeds? . Yes, great deeds and saying great 
things and publishing them to the world and future genera
tions. But the greatest of all needs for a distinct literature, is 
the fact, that no race can be made great and noble in themselves 
by literature made for them by another race, and so the great 
need of books made by ourselves and for ourselves. Then let 
us have not only a distinctive literature, but a distinctive work 
on all lines; for not until then will we take our proper place in 
the religious and denominational world.
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THE NEGRO TRIED AND TRIUMPHANT.

By H. T. Johnson, D. D., Ph.D.—Editor of the Christian 
Recorder. Pa.

If there ever was a time when justice overslept itself or honor 
seemed dead in the case of the American Negro.it was when 
slavery tried to crush out his manhood and seal his hopes in the 
grave of blind despair. But even in those dark and trying 
times hope saw glimmering stars, and with songs in the night 
shouted loud: “There is a just God to plead our cause.” Long 
before our fathers prayed that heaven should hear; the God of 
justice had decreed that stern judgments should overthrow the 
oppressor, and that the songs ofjjreedom should drown the 
bloodhound's bay or crack of slate drivers whip. The pen 
and tongues of the brave and true of thdse days united tjjeir 
wholesome energies with the faith and prayers of the righteous. 
In the preachings of Haven and Beecher, the writings of Garri-
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son, the speeches of Douglass, the poems of Whittier, heaven, 
set a thousand' batteries in motion and touched them off at the 
proper time. Though many of the stalwarts for right forsook 
both Church and State and trusted to the triumph of a right
eous cause, theft were, thousands reserved to Heaven who never 
indulged a doubt or crooked the knee to Baal. Lovejoy was 
mobbed,* and John Brown slain on the holy altar of freedom*^ 
yet stout hearts like those pf Sojourner, Truth and Lucretia 
Mott beat on the music of tilth's eternal reign. The State was 
lifeless, the Church a walking corpse in the matter of human 
freedom, and yet many brave hearts needed to have their ener
gies quickened by the challenge, “Is God dead?” which helped 
the great German reformer, Luther, and which served as a bat
tle-axe to Sojourner Truth. No one should lose heart in these 
later days of race adversity'Wore givinghistory full credit for 
what is recorded in our favor. Until we have tried the God 
of Heaven and He fails to answer by fire, we should take our 
stand with Elijah and allow the false prophets of Baal to cut 
themselves to their hearts’ content.

-Ever and anon there are periodical outbursts of adversities 
which darken the heavens about us and which threaten to un
dermine our march to the land of promise before us. It seems • 
as if every step of our progress must be contested before our 
footing is secure or before we are prepared for the higher stages 
of our destiny. With every curse of adversity |>eculiar to out 
career since emancipation there are associate blessings and 
clouds of desponden6e_should not l>e allowed to curtain them 
from our view. Faith and philosophy are the glasses which, 
if well adjusted, will enable us to discern a silver lining to these 
o’erhanging clouds, and gather apples of gold from the pictures 
of silver which crown the galleries of all people for whom 
heaven has reserved a large destinv.

Scarcely had the glad tidings of liberty greeted the ears of 
our long captived millions before the dogs of persecution began 
howling upon our footsteps. The first of these brutes to bring 
us to bay were the bloodhounds of political antagonism. Not 
until the bloody chapters of Ku-Kluxism are unfurled in the 
light of the judgment, will the world ever learn what the Negro 
paid for the experiment of protecting with his ballot what was ■ 
purchased for hint by bullets. Through the ravages and havoc 
of this particular type of adversity, it were no extravagance to

Negro.it
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•say that in less than two decades the blood of fifty thousand 

J dark-skinned victims stained Southern soil and appealed to
Heaven for vengeance. The parting counsel of the arch-cham
pion of slavery and secession to his sympathetic fellow-coun
trymen was “Keep, the ‘niggers’ down.” The advice was given 
in all sincerity, and no doubt the effort was made to put it into 
lasting effect, but in so doing the fact remained that in the 
Effort to degrade or exterminate, the Negro, Jefferson Davis 
and all such morbid spirits contributed a negative service which 
reacted most visibly in the Negro’s welfare. The fireating Negro- 
phobist and State’s right chieftain lived long enough to see the 
temple of his cherished hopes anent the black man dissolve like 
a summer’s dream.. In the flesh he was an eye-witness to the 

, ra^rkable vitality and oossibility of the subject he would for- 
. ever suppress with shotgun power or iron pressure. From his 

own proud State he saw sable princes mount the law-making 
chariot of his country and drive to goals not dreamed of. He 
saw his own proud home, his senatorial seat, his beloved State

* institution of learning, the oligarchy of pride and greatness, 
the throne of the Caesars of Southern aristocracy, all, all over
thrown and passed into the hands of former subjects, under 
the dominion of those, who by the decree of divine economy 
have been ordained to reign after a career of faithful service.

I , While slavery was a curse, we should bear in niind that ig
norance was, and is a curse also. While the whites have meas
urably paid and must still pay the penalty of the one, the Negro 
can not hope to be exemut from the penalties of the others. 
The barren wastes, the idle resources, the hide-bound prejudice 
and comparative poverty which abound throughout the South
land betray the lingering-hoof-marks of the slave monster as his 

: ghost hovers over this section to-day. The sound of justice 
cried to the South for the wrongs of slavery, and- it gave mil
lions of treasures and rivers of blood.. Almighty justice would 
soon bum the mortgage still held against this people if they 
were less disposed to repudiate their over-due notes and begin 
with a clean bill of health from Heaven. As already noted, 
ignorance is a curse, and entails suffering, no matter what the 
hue or nationality of the victim be. With Israel of old, the- 
fact led the^ prophet to vent the lamentation, “My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Other things being equal, 
the possession of greater intelligence on the part of those who
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so largely suffer at the hands of the oppressor, would serve as a 
shield of impenetrable thickness against his snares and fiery 
darts. Let us take the instances of recent outbreaks which so 
fearfully wrecked the confidence of the race members in va
rious communities and sections against each other. Had the 
sufferers been cemented together bv bonds of unity or guided 
by the light of intelligence and wisdom there would have oc
curred none of the lamentable tragedies recorded, or if so the 
accounts would have shown a different ending.

In the dark days of mob sway and outrageous treatment the 
question properly suggests itself, has the Negro friends? and 
will they aid him in the hour of distress ? On first thought the 
impulse naturally would be to pass beyond local circles and go 
abroad in search of charity, if such is to be discovered any
where. Let it not lie concluded,' however, that because our lo
cal friends seldom show themselves, or because they are rarely 
outspoken save in cases of gross and flagrant crimes, where no 
excuse can be given for the whites who perpetrate them, let it 
not be supposed for a moment we say, that in any community 
where the “cracker” element does not predominate, the Negro 
can not count on friends among the white people. Without 
the pressue of such, the residence or existence of colored people 
among the whites would be well-night impossible. To the 
credit of humanity and the glory of our Christian civilization, 
let it be known far and near that the colored man of the South 
can point to individual friends among white professional and 
business men and in private families who will aid him in times 
of need and go their cable’s length in helping him in any way. 
This is true, however, of the experience of the individual col
ored man rather than of colored men as a class. The claim by 
Southerners that they are Ijetter friends to the race than North
erners are, is plausible, on the ground that association with the 
former is more general and less strained because their friendli
ness is more pronounced in favoring the colored man who is 
fortunate enough not to forget his place as defined by Southern 
sentiment.

That the friendship cherished by the whites of the North 
togard colored people is unsentimental, yet at the same time 
genuine, only he who reasons blindly will pretend to deny. If 
freedom is valuable, if citizenship is more than a myth, if civil 
rights amount to aught, if the pursuit of happiness, the pro-

I
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E tection of property, the security of life, are hallowed boons to be
I devoutly wished for by the Negro, then he has these in larger
I measure in the North than m the South. It has been said by
P way of contrasting and sumnvrizing the relative Value of the

North and South, that in the latter the Regro has greater op- 
P portunity for making money, while in the former he can spend
I it more freely. Let Satan be given his due by admitting that

while one section Is a <lecid$^sinner in refusing to grant the 
colored man his rights as a citizen, the other is far from saint
liness in withholding from him his dues as a brother. In the 
North the schools are thrown open to him, and class legisla
tion does not oppose him in any form. Still, the unwritten 
laws exclude him from workshops and labor unions, place a

* ^0eck upon the Negro as a class, and invite indolence and crime • 
m larger measure among his kind.

The white man. whether we meet him first at the base of the 
Ural or Caucasus mountains, or amid the barbaric hordes of

. primitive Germany, in the undeveloped England, or wild Amer
ica, lays the broad and deep foundation for the career he plays, 
and the achievements he has made by the embracement of the 
Christian creed and faith profession in the Word of God. There 
is no other safe passage-way or royal road to Negro race excel
lence than that taken by our dominant brother. In a word,

-» if the race would rise and hold its own like other's it must suffer
as well as toil like other races. On the Almighty and mighty

■_ dollar it must take a firmer grasp. Finally it must learn that
knowledge is power, and this with love and faith will supply a 
three-fold cord which no mortal power can break.
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PRETENTIOUSNESS IN THE MINISTRY.

(From The II'estern Messenger.)

The last calling in which there should l>e anything of sham 
or pretense, is in the ministry of Jesus Christ. Yet, there is 
much that is false to the core found in*the lives of some of 
those who wear’the livery of heaven and who should be models 
in every particular.

It is quite evident that these ideas of falsity do not come from 
a true conception of the ministry in the days of Christ. A close 
study of the habits and lives of Christ and His apostles will 
reveal the fact that the utmost simplicity characterized them 
in dress, they mingled with men and were qf like passions and 
touched with the same infirmities. Hence, so deeplv did they 
sympathize with those to whom they were commissioned to 
carry the words of eternal life that they did not feel that as a 
class of workers they must l»e differentiated in dress, speech, 
looks or habits from those about them, who were children of the 
same king and heirs of the same inheritance.

How different from this primitive simplicity of the religious 
teachers of mankind, is the bold pretensions of many of those 
who preach or essay to preach-the word of God in this age of 
the world.

To-day we have the preacher who is pretentious in dress. 
He must appear different from the rest of mankind. The col
lar buttoned behind the neck, the vest buttoned at the side or 
under the arm-pits, with closed front, long coats almost sweep- • 
ing the ground with a straight cut and fastened up to the chin, 
are some of the oddities which meet us in the clergy of to-day.



It may be contended that the clergy should wear a differently 
cut coat that he may be distinguished from other men. This 
however, is poor argument. The preacher in any community 
ought to be known by his life and character and if these do not 
represent himA favorably he is in a bad way.

Then again we have the preacher who is pretentious in looks. 
His beard must be shaved in a certain manner and his hair 
combed in a certain style. There is a prave and sanctimonious 
look on his face as if he were about to depart this'fife. Now, in 
contrast to this sad visage should be put the joyous countenance 
of him who has a message of joy and peace for mankind, and 
who appreciates the blessed privilege of tearing this message to 
dying men.

Along with the dress and looks of some preachers we have 
\riiat is very commoikto many, a kind of mannerism that is ab
horrent. This mannerism shows itself in action and speech. 
The wild and meaningless gesticulations, peculiar movements 
in the pulpit, and the holy twang of voice are some of the ways 
in which the preacher parades himself who is given to this man
nerism.

Above all, the minister of the gospel should be natural in 
his demeanor, both in and out of the pulpit. He should seek 
to be effective in the delivery of his message to men, but should 
be himself, for in this fact will be found his greatest'strength.

Let the preacher of the twentieth century be an improvement 
over those of past centuries. Let them cast to the winds the 
trappings of Popery and of King Henry VIII, and settle down 
to a simplicity which characterizes the burning message of sal
vation.

EDITORIALS.

The Baptist Magazine makes the motion, that the great Ne
gro Baptist family arise and erect, a monument to one of the 
greatest leaders that ever inspired the denominational hosts— 
the late Rev. William J. Simmons, D. D. LLD.

No man did more to develop our organic strength and make 
us respected among other great religious bodies than he; none 
preached more untiringly the doctrine of Negro individual ef-< 
fort, as a direct route to denominational independence and self- 
respect; none brought to us more of denominational loyalty;

337 
profound scholarship, deep piety, consecrated common sense 
and the magnetism that drew men to him and held them “with 
hooks of steelnone died more universally respected for his 
excellencies, and none^oday are referred to with a more honest 
sense of regret st his early <1 aih, in the n eridian of his useful
ness than the late William J. Simmons.

In all the splendid record the. denomination is now making, 
we have largely the fruitage of his self-secrificing efforts and 
fervent prayers. No glory has come to us that was not planted 
and planned years ago by him in the organization of the Na
tional Baptist Convention, and the discovery of our strength 
and future usefulness. Truly ‘.‘One soweth and another reap- 
eth.”Dr. Simmons was the sower; he scattered the seed te-1 
side all waters; “From the turbulent waters of the Atlantic to 
the peaceful wavelets of the Pacific; from Maine’s tall pines and 
crags of snow, to where magnolia’s blossoms blow;” and that 
seed will give a steady harvest, increSsing and multiplying as 
the years roll back into the deathless past, until in ineffable 
splendors the Christ shall prsent to God a word once lost, but 
now regenerated and sanctified.

Can we forget him so soon? Shall we not perpetuate his 
memory in bronze or marble, whose brazen or granite outlines 
shall tell of how he enshrined himself in the loftiest and best 
affections of those who suffered with him in the hot furnace of 
affliction, and now as God’s freeman ]>oint their finger to him 
that unborn generations may be attracted by the eloquence of 
his life and the triumphs of his death. Who will second the 
motion at Cincinnati next month?

The annual meeting of the Afro-American Council was a dis
appointment to us. A few men showed how capable they were 
of running things according to their own notions, and making 
those notions return with both hands full of glory for their 
authors. We were not impressed with the real love of race that 
makes men martys and mighty reformers. There was an undue 
and sickening scramble for office, and the cashing of bills by 
men who should have been far above such things. A washing 
of soiled linen that should have never occurred. If anybody 
expects much to be accomplished for the race, from leaders who 
are all for themselves and are unwilling to sacrifice even a few 
dollars for the uplift of the people, whose deplorable condition 
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made an organization like the council necessary, they will be 
sadly disappointed.

Sensible Negroes are not going to be fooled into” giving their 
time and money to an organization that seems better adapted to 
show the qualities of that animal that Christ' rode into Jerusa
lem astride, rather than the highest and best good of a down
trodden race. The only man in the whole coterie that showed 
real work accomplished, was Prof. Jesse Lawson. He worked 
untiringly night and day, and whatever commendable was ac
complished is due to him alone, and yet he had to scramble for 
time to make his report, so the country might know that the 
organization was alive.

If we are to have a National organization we will have to 
celeste to the rear political fossils, denominational office seek
ers, worn out race probfbm solvers, juvenile publicists and a 
number of others, and bring to the front, our men of brains, 
common sense, broad experience and honest benevolence. Men 
who are succeeding, not those who are trying. Men who love 
the race, not for gain nor glory, but for its highest and best 
good. May God give to Negro leadership men—the times de- 
mand-them.

The Virginia Baptists seems to think us prejudiced, and says 
we spoke hastily in the July number of the Magazine about the 
First Baptist Church trouble at Richmond, Va. The able edi
tor of the Baptist would do no man an injustice, but he must 
refnember the newspapers report things said and done, at busi
ness meetings of the First Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., that 
are a disgrace, and sadly reflect upon the polity of the Baptist 
denomination. The first church has not officially denied these 
charges, hence the public believes tliem. We waited to see if 
this step would be taken, but it was not, so we held to our 
opinion and wrote accordingly.

It is to be regretted that any church should present to the 
world such scenes jand hold up such an unparalleled example of 
unscriptural, unbaptistic and unenlightened church action as 
that of the First Baptist church, Richmond, Va. If this or
ganization did not stand for such a high degree of intelligence, 
and if men pf intelligence and character had not been in the 
saddle when members’ rights were trampled upon, it could be 
explained some other way. We certainly hope other denomi
nations will not think the example set at Richmond is warran-
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ted by scripture or precedent, so far as Baptist lav/ is concerned.

We have the freest and best church polity in the world, but 
there are times when it is dreadfully administered. The Vir
ginia Baptist will understand,that we pass these criticisms upon 
the manner of administering the law. and have nothing but 
words of praise for Rev.'W. T. Johnson, who is an able pul
piteer. a Christian gentleman and just the man for such a pulpit 
and'Such a church. The Magazine has known him for years, 
and claims him as a warm |>ersonal friend. We are only jeal
ous for the reputation of a denomination we love as dearly as 

•we do our life.

We stirred up the Baptist Congress in our last issue. Our 
friend Rev. Jenkins, hurries to answer in the Christian Banner. 
But his answer is remarkable for what it does not say. He fails 
to tell us how much good, it is to be the denomination. The 
Foreign Mission Board has received something, the other 
boards nothing. The editor of the Magazine attended for two 
years. We sold our booklet. “Sparks From My Anvil," but 
this was our own affair and only amounted to about three or 
four dollars. Now, President Jenkins ought to show how 
much money, has been put at the disposal of the denomination 
to help in its great work. We had heard much criticism by 
men, who seemed anxious to support the Congress, but were 
indifferent because they claim the church makes it an occasion 
of a grand rally; puts out gleaners and has them returned dur
ing the meeting and does nothing for the Baptist family. Come, 
Rev. Jenkins, tell us the whole truth al>out the Congress. We 
regret our inability to return to Atlantic City in time to attend 
the Congress of 1901. Several funerals of faithful members 
and other business for the denomination kept us away.. We 
are-not fighting the Congress. We are giving its representa
tives a chance to rise and explain.

We are sending out circular letters to the educational repre
sentatives of each State asking for information about the educa
tional work of that State. * It is the object of our Board to find 
out how much money is actually given by each State for the 
educational work as conducted by Negro Baptists under the 
Educational Board of the National Baptist Convention.

If this should reach any man who can tell us where a
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school is located and is supported by contributions from Ne
groes as well as owned by them, we would be under great obli
gations if such information would be sent us before September 
7, 1901. We also hope each one of the members of our Board 
will either bring to Cincinnati or send to Washington the 
amount of money contributed to schools owhed and controlled 
by Negro Baptists, valuation of property, name and location of 
school, so we may give it a proper place in the annals of Baptist 
church history. .We ask every Baptist preacher and member 
to send us one dollar at once to be given to our schools that 
need help, and every church to send us an after collection. 
Address Box 384, Station G. Washington, D. C. W. Bishop 
Johnson, Corresponding Secretary.

“Some of the grandest scoundrels of earth are tied up in our 
churches and pulpits.”—Baptist k’an guard.

We wonder if this is true. If it is, with whom does the 
trouble rest ? If our church membership is a regenerated one, 
as we claim, then this statement is a sad reflection upon the 
true piety of this regenerated company. The fact is that in 
too many of our churches there is no discipline. There is a 
deathly fear with many churches oftfixcluding members for 
disorderly walking and unl)ecoming conduct. They wink at 
uncleanliness in the pulpit and pew. and thereby put a premium 
upon it. Many are so anxious to enroll a large membership 
that they willingly carry the “crooked with the straight.” If 
we confess judgment to this charge, then the church is a dan
gerous place for our children and should be shunned by all who 
desire the company of clean people. The I'an guard does not 
advise us just what percentage of our membership and minis
try is composed of this “ecclesiastical scoundrelism.” It sim
ply makes the “wide-mouthed expression." without thinking 
of what a splendid cudgel it gives infidels and scoffers to land 
on the head of Christians everywhere. Now we suggest that 
each church shall, obey the Pauline injunction to “Withdraw 
from all those who walk disorderly" and “Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness." We have this consol
ation that if the scoundrels are in the church they are where 
they will h$ar the gospel and “perhaps some means of grace 
untried may reach the stony heart.”

■W ' • ' Jr.-T
.. .t-x ■......■ -•
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We have on our desk two remarkable books, viz: “Over

shadowed,” a novel by Rev. Sutton E. Griggs, D. D., and '‘Up 
the Ladder in Foreign Missions,” by Rev. L. G. Jordan, D. D. 
We have not had time to review these literary productions, 
and can not afford to wrkc anything, at present, in justice to 
ourselves and these able authors. We promise our readers a 
review in our September number.

Rev. Geo. W. Bryant, M. D., is dead. He was a tower of 
strength for God and his race. He was a preacher-politician, 
and had the same kind of record that men enjoy, who fill the 
dual position. We knew him for years and always found him 
an earnest and eloquent advocate for racial development. He 
was not of the “holier than thou sort,” but was conscious al
ways of his weakness and earnestly sought to round out an 
eventful and oft-times brilliant career, with credit to God and 
himself. His cheerful spirit, strong intellectuality, great cour
age. and big heart, made him loved in spite of his faults. He 
could truthfully say, like Peter to Christ, “Thou knowest that I 
love Thee.”

In the July number the typos make us say “Too many books 
by Negro authors are mere ‘complications.’'" when it should 
be “mere compilations.” Also in another line "7 hey have no 
literary virtue,” for no literary value,”

We hope every pastor. Sunday School. State Convention 
and district association will send a contribution to the National 
Convention'at Cincinnati, by September to, for the support of 
dur Seminaries, Colleges and Universities, owned by Negro 
Beptists.

With this issue we close our conventional vear, and hope to 
make our report at Cincinnati next month. We are more en
couraged at the support given .the Magazine than ever before. 
The people are standing by us royally. It is the only literary 
organ among us, and is being supported. We want to call the 
attention of the .brethren <0 the fact that it is published monthly, 
and it is not our intention to make it much larger. We aim 
to give only articles from the ablest men and women, and make, 
brevity our motto in every department of the Magazine work. 
If you want news you must consult our state organs; if you 
want a clear and able discussion of current topics you must read
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the Magazine We hope all persons who owe us will come to the 
Convention and pay up.

We have for some time been considering the advisability of 
delegates to State and National Conventions paying their own 
board bills. Where the delegation is large it would remove a 
heavy burden from the pastor and people entertaining the body, 
and would make the delegate more independent, giving him 
the opportunity of getting accommodation more like that he has 
left at home. The expenses could be easily put at a low figure, 
and churches sending delegates could provide for this extra 
outlay. Besides, brethren would expedite business and give 
teethe denomination better service. There could be nothing 

‘wrtlhg in paying our o|in expenses. It would put something 
in the hands of the people to give for the various denomina
tional objects, and reduce the coming of the convention to a 
business aspect. The citv would offer inducements. The rail
roads would give better rates; and the delegates would not feel 
so beggarly, but rather independent and manly.' We would 
be glad to have an honest exchange of opinion on this subject. 
What think ye about this matter brethren?

I<et all Negro Baptist ministers who do not believe in Negro 
seif-help and the management of our denominational enterpris
es stay away from our Cincinnati meetings. The -National 
Convention only asks to be let alone and it will show results 
that will make any man proud. An aged Georgia preacher 
says: “The Convention is a failure.” If it had depended on 
him and his ancient methods, it would have been a corpse, and 
the place of its burial would have been as mysterious as the 
grave of Moses. A failure! .Money raised for aH sources last 
year nearly $175,000. Four well organized boards, doing de
nominational work systematically; the greatest publishing 
house among Negroes; colleges and universities, supported by 
Negroes; Young People’s Baptist Unions organized all over 
the country; African mission work accomplishing thrice as 
much as ever before; our women organized and co-operating 
with the National Convention, and all of us teaching the young 
Negro to bfe more than a consumer of white people’s money, 
with other evidences of success we will not mention. Failure! 
If this be failures give us more of it.

THE HOWARD UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
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For Particulars Apply to Janies F. Bundy, Secretary. Office in 
Howard University Law School Building, Washington, D. C.

Eatimates Furnished._ ’ r eu LEO c BROOKS M
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THE NATIONAL BAPTIST MAGAZINE,
The Organ of Negro Baptista of the United States, 

published under the auspices of the American National Baptist 
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literature.
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W- Bishop Johnson, D. D., Managing Editor.
Box 384, Station G, Washington, D. C.
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