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OOJSTSTITTJTIOlSr
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION.

Whereas, It is the sense of the Colored Baptists of the United 
States of America, convened in the city of Atlanta, Ga., September 
28th, 1895, in the several organizations known as “The Baptist 
Foreign Mission Convention of the U. S. of America,” hitherto en­
gaged in Mission work on theWest Coast of Africa,and the “National 
Baptist Convention” which has been engaged in Mission work in 
the United States of America and the rational Baptist Educational 
Convention,” which has sought to look after the educational in­
terest, that the interest of the way of the Kingdom of God require 
that the several bodies above named should, and do now unite in 
one body. Therefore we do now agree to and adopt the following 
Constitution :

ARTICLE I.
NAME.

This body shall be known and styled, The National Baptist 
Convention or the United States ok America.

ARTICLE II.
THE OBJECT.

The object of this Convention shall be to do mission work in the 
U. S. of America, in Africa and elsewhere abroad and to foster the 
cause of education.

ARTICLE III.
MEMBERSHIP

The membership of this Convention shall be Representative, Life 
and Annual. (1) Representative. Any Orthodox Missionary Bap­
tist Church, Sunday-school, Missionary Society, District and Gen­
eral Association, Sunday-school Conventicn and State Convention 
may become Annual members by paying Five Dollars for every 
messenger representing such organization. The money to be paid 
for representation by the above named bodies, may be paid to any 
one of the Corresponding Secretaries of any of the Bboards, for the 
objects of the work fostered by the Convention, at any time during 
the year. (2) Life. Any one in good standing in any regular 
Missionary Baptist church may become a Life member by the pay­
ment of Twenty Dollars at the time of enrollment or Five Dollars 

for four consecutive years. (3) Annual. Any one who is a mem­
ber of a regular Missionary Baptist church in good standing may 
become an Annual member by the payment of One Dollar an­
nually.

ARTICLE IV.
OFFICERS.

The officers of this Convention shall be a Paresident, one Vice- 
President from each State and Territory represented, a Recording 
and an Assistant Recording Secretary, a Statistical Secretary and 
Treasurer; all of whom shall be elected annually and hold their 
offices until their successors are chosen.

ARTICLE V.
DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

The President, or any one of the Vice-Presidents shall preside at 
all meetings of the Convention. The Vice-Presidents shall repre­
sent the interests of the Convention and the Boards in their res­
pective States and Territories in^co-operation with the State Boards, 
State Conventions and State Missionaries.

The Recording Secretary shall keep a faithful record of the pro­
ceedings of the annual meeting ; compile and distribute the min­
utes of the annual proceedings, and shall see that minutes are sent 
to all the members, whether they be Representative, Life or Annual.

The Treasurer shall receive all money brought up to or collected 
at the annual meeting of Convention, and shall by order of the 
Convention turn over the same to the Treasurers of the different 
Boards in accordance with the object for w’hich the money was 
brought up to the Convention, or collected at the Convention. The 
Convention shall, however, order the payment of any bills or other 
expenses connected with the annual meeting, before the Treasurer 
of the Convention turns over the money to the Treasurers of the 
Boards. The Convention shall say how all * undesignated funds 
shall be used*

The Treasurer of the Convention shall make an annual report to 
the Convention of all money paid out by him—to- whom, for what 
and the amounts turned over the Treasurers of the Boards.

The Statistical Secretary shall gather the statistics of the de­
nomination from year to year and is expected to make them as full 
as possible. # ARTICLE VI.

MANAGEMENT.

The Convention shall elect at each annual, meeting a Foreign 
Mission, a Home Mission and an Educational Board ; and these 
Boards shall continue in office until a new election.

The Boards shall consist of fifteen members each. Each Board 
shall have a President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, Treas­
urer and a Corresponding Secretary.
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The Recording Secretary of each Board shall keep a faithful 

record of all the meetings of the Board and of the Executive Couir 
mittee of the Board.

The Treasurer of each Board shall receive and disburse all money 
of the Board. He shall keep a record of all money received and 
disbursed. He shall hold all deeds, bequests, or other property of 
the Board he is Treasuer of, and his books shall be open to the 
inspection of any member of the Convention or of the Board. No 
monev shall be paid out except by order of the Board from whose 
Treasurer it is to be drawn.

The Corresponding Secretary of each Board shall conduct the cor- 
reepondence of the Board of which he is Secretary. He shall have 
the general management of the work of the Board ; but shall be 
subject to such rules and regulations as the Board may think best 
to make for the management of the work.

The officers of each Board together with two others elected by 
each Board shall constitute an Executive Committee of each Board. 
They shall be conveniently located so that they may have monthly 
meetings or may meet oftener. Each Board shall hold quarterly 
meetings and shall have power to make such rules and regulations 
for the management of its business and its officers as they may 
think best. To each Board shall be committed, during 'the recess 
of the Convention, the entire management of all the affairs relating 
to the objects with whose interest it shall be charged ; all of which 
management shall be in strict accordance with the Constitutional 
provisions adopted by the Convention, and such other instructions 
as may be given by the Convention from time to time.

Each Board shall have power to make such compensation to its 
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer as they think right.

The Boards shall require such security from their Treasurers as 
they think best. Each Board shall make an annual report to the 
Convention of all Mission and Educational work done by them dur­
ing the year, the number of Missionaries employed, their fields of 
labor; the character of the work done by each one; the salary paid 
each person, and the receipts and disbursements of all money dur­
ing the year.

ARTICLE VII.
QUALIFICATIONS.

All Agents, Missionaries and Corresponding Secretaries employed 
hy the Boards of this Convention must be members of some regular 
Baptist church in union with the churches composing this 
iConvention. They must, previous to their appointment, furnish sat- 
sfactory evidence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in the Master’s 
cause, and talents which fit them for the service for which they 
are to be employed.
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ARTICLE VIII.

ANNUAL MEETINGS.
The Convention shall hold annual meetings at such time and 

place as it may determine; but should anything occur to prevent 
the annual meeting at the time and plaee appointed; the Boards 
may arrange the time and place, and publish the same to the de­
nomination.

ARTICLE IX.
AMENDMENTS.

This Constitution may be altered or amended at any regular 
meeting of the Convention by a two-thirds’ vote of the members 
present, provided the proposed alterations or amendments are pre­
sented on the first day of the session and voted upon on the last 
day of the session.
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OFFICIA-Li DIRECTORY

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION.

PRESIDENT.

REV. E. C. MORRIS, D. D,. - HELENA, ARK
SECRETARY.

Wm. H. STEWARD, - - - LOUISVILLE, KY
ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

REV. J. H. A. CYRUS, - - PORT ROYAL, VA
TREASURER.

JNO. S, TROWER, ESQ., - - PHILADELPHIA, PA
STATISTICIAN.

REV. S. N. VASS, A. M.
VICE-PRESIDENTS.

A. J. Stokes, D. D....................................
J. P. Robinson...............................................
A. C. Powell............................................
J. A. Taylor................................................
H. C. Bailey..............................................
J. J. Durham, D. D........................
J. E. Ford.....................................................
M. L. Copeland............................................
J. J. Blackshear............................................
S. E. Smith, D. D.....................................
H. R. Flynn.................................................
H. JohnsonD. D.............................................
S. W. Bacote.................................................
N. T. Thomas................................................
R. D. Wynn...................................................
C. S. Brown................................................
E. Jenkins.....................................................
O. S. Simms............  ..........................
H. N. Jeter.................................................
R. W. Baylor..............................................

RALEIGH, N. C

. .Montgomery, Ala 

.. Little Rock Ark 
.New Haven, Conn 
.Washington, D. C. 
... .Tallahassa, Fla 
.... Savannah Ga 

......... Chicago, Ill 
..........Wichita Kan 
..Indianapolis, Ind 
.... Owensboro, Ky 
.......Shreveport, La 
...... Baltimore, Md 
... Kansas City, Mo 
........... Mississippi 
. .New York, N. Y. 
...... . .Wilton, N. C 
.Atlantic City, N. J 
.......Pittsburgh, Pa 
...... Newport, R. 1 
.... Columbia, S. C

T. J. Searcy................................................................. Memphis, Tenn
D. A. Scott.....................................................................Marshall, Tex
L. L. Campbell....................................................................Austin Tex

G. Hayes................................................................ Lynchburg, Va
c. H.lpavne D. D..........................'•....................Montgomery, W. Va

t
 FOREIGN MISSION BOARD.

(Located at Louisville, Ky.)
sD. D..................................................... Montgomery, Ala

nes................................................................... Helena, Ark

r .....................................................   . .Washington, D. C.

ord..........................■*...................................Pensacola, Fla

, D. D. ..........................................................Savannah, Ga

el............................................................ New Albany, Ind

lion.................................................................   Chicago, Ill

i, D. D., C. H. Parrish, D. D., W. H. Steward, C. C.

I. Frank, G. W. Ward, P. H. Kennedy, D. D. C. L-

D., Kentucky 
ue........

gstone^ 
er..........

y............

s..........

on.........

......... 
on.........

oierville. 
n$on.... 
sley.......

bar........Morgan. 
W- L. Die kson.... 
D. Abner, J 
W. F. Gra 1 
D. Stratton..

. .......Wichita, Kan
. .New Iberia, La 

.........Baltimore, Md 
........Woburn, Mass 
............. Mississippi 
.. .Kansas, City, Mo 
......Camden, N. J. 

........ Brooklyn, N. Y 

.. Rocky Mount, N C 

............Pennsylvania 

...... Providence, R. I 
........ Columbia, S. C 
........ Memphis, Tenn 
................Dallas,.Tex 
.............Seguin,. Tex 

.......... Richmond, Va
.. .St. Albans, W. Va

Jr... 
ham

!
HOME MISSION BOARD.

(Located at Little Rock, Ark.)
bite........................................................ Birmingham, Ala

dues, J. E. Rnox, J. A. Booker, J. P. Robinson, J. R. 
J. M. Harris, J. A. Jeter, T. H. Screws, Arkansas

). D..

it....

D. D
.......s.......

G. M. Moor j.. ..
W. L. Gran........
H. C. Cotton.......
B. W. Farris.....

Washington, D. C 
. .Jacksonville, Fla 
......... Atlanta, Ga 
.... Richmond, Ind 
.......... Chicago, Ill 
. . .Lexington, Ky 
.... Lawrence, Kan 
............Belrose, La 
........ .Boston, Mass
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C. P. Jones..............
S. E. Purc.y............
C. S. Farrell..........
C. C. Sommerville.. 
Wm. Balay..............
A. Gordon...............
H. N. Jeter.:..........
R. Carroll................
C. H. Clark D. D. ..
A. R. Griggs, D. D.. 
Wm. Beckham........
J. H. A. Cyrus..........
L. T. Christmas.......

.......... Jackson, Miss 

.......•. St. Louis, Mo 

... Schenectady, N. Y 
.. Rocky Mount, N. C 
............ Jamestown, O 
... .Philadelphia, Pa 
............Newport, R- I 
.........Columbia, S. C 
....... Nashville, Tenn 
................ Dallas, Tex 
.............Austin, Tex 
.......... Port Royal, Va 
.. .Charleston, W. Va

EDUCATIONAL BOARD.

(Located at Washington, D. C.)
T. L. Jordan,...................................................... Birmingham, Ala
P. R. Neal....................................................... Arkadelphia, Ark
J, A. Taylor, W. B. Johnson, W, H. Brooks, G. W. Lee, C. R.

Champ, D. J. Loving. District Columbia.
C. Bruner
E. R. Carter, D D., 
J. W. Carr, 
H. Borden,
C. H. Parrish, D. D., 
M. L. Copeland, 
A. M. Newman, 
W. M. Alexander, 
A. W. Adams, 
A. T. Murphy, 
J. L. Cohron, 
G. Hunt, 
A. W. Pegues, 
R. D. Phillips, 
Morton Winston, 
J. H. Pressley, 
J. C. Daniels, 
W. G. Parks, 
W. L. Balay, - 
W. B. Ball, D. D., 
P. F. Morris, 
J. L. Christmas,

- Sanford, Fla 
Atlanta, Ga 

Indianapolis, Ind 
Illinois 

Kentucky 
Wichita, Kan 

Shreveport. La 
Baltimore, Md 
Boston, Mass.

Lakeland, Miss 
St. Louis, Mo 

New York, N. Y 
Raliegh, N. C 
Cincinnati, O 
Pennsylvania 

Providence, R. I 
Columbia, S. C 

Chattanooga, Tenn
- Dallas, Tex 

Sequin, Texas 
Lynchburg, Va 

Charleston, W. Va

as called to order by Rev. E. C. Morris,

A. Taylor, of District of Columbia lined

singing.
Troy, of New Jersey, offered a fervent

Boston, Mass, Sept. 15th, 1897. .
The delegates Io the Seventeenth Annual Session of the 

National Baptist Convention met in the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church this mor ling at 10 o’clock a. m.

The meeting v 1
D. D., President

The Conventic n joined in singing “ Praise God From 
Whom All Blessings Flow.”

Rev. C. H. Pa,Tie, D. D., of West Virginia, read Psalm 
101, and Rev. J.
hymn, “ Stand lllp. Stand Up for Jesus,” which the Con­
vention joined ini

Rev. William
prayer.

The programme arranged for the meeting by the Exec­
utive Committee vas amended and approved.

The following c mimittees were then appointed : 
ENROLLMENT.

R. T. Taylor, Texas; J. E. Wood, Kentucky; R. D. 
Phillips, Ohio ; R Carroll, South Carolina; G. W. Rai­
ford, Florida; T. J. Searcy, Tennessee ; W. T. Dixon, 
New York ; P. F. Malloy, North Carolina ; W. T. Cole 
man, Alabama.

Finance—A. H. Miller, Arkansas L. L. Campbell 
Texas; R. Spiller, Virginia; J. L. Barksdale, Pennsyl­
vania ; D. S. Klugh, Georgia.

The Convention then adjourned with benediction by Rev.
C. T. Walker, D. D.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

In accordance with the programme of the Local yom. 
mittee of Arrangements the Convention assembled in 
Fanueil Hall.

Rev. B. W. Farris, of Massachusetts, called the Coven-
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tion to order and Rev. E. K. Love, of Georgia, offered 
prayer.

The following addresses of welcome were then delivered;
On the part of the State by His Excellency Governor 

Roger Wolcott ; on the part of the city, by Mayor Josiah 
Quincy; on the part of the citizens, Revs. G. 8. Lorimer,
D. D.. and A. W. Adams, and upon the part of the Inter 
denominational Conference, by Rev. P, D. Roberts. D. D.

Rev. E.C. Morris. D. D., President, delivered a fitting re* 
spouse upon the part of the Convention, concluding with 
his annual address to the Convention.

The Norfolk Quartette rendered “ Honor the Lamb.” 
Adjourned with benediction by Rev. W. H. Scott, of 

Massachusetts.

EVENING SESSION.
The Conventton assembled at 8 o’clock p. m., with Vice- 

President, Rev. J. A. Taylor, of District of Columbia, in 
the chair.

Rev. W. T. Dixon, of* New York, lined hymn,
“ Let the Blessed Sunshine in.”

Rev. H. N. Jeter, of Rhode Island, read Isiah xxxv, 
and Rev. J. F. Thomas, of Illinois, offered prayer.

The choir of 100 voices led the congregation in singing
“ Loyalty to Christ.”

Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D., of District of Columbia, 
preached the annual sermon from text Mark xvi:3O, “Go 
ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creat­
ure.” Theme, “The Ethics of Missions.”

At the close of the sermon Rev. R. Spiller offered pray­
er, and Revs. R. A. Jackson and R. L. Stewart, returned 
missionaries from Africa, and John Tule, a native African 
preacher, were introduced and addressed the Convention.

Charlie Stewart, the little African boy, offered prayer.
A collection of $70 was raised and the benediction was 

pronounced by Rev. S. E. Smith, D. D., of Kentucky.
SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.

Boston, Mass., Sept. 16, 1897.The Convention met at 10 o’clock a. m., in theEbenezer

irch, with Vice-President T. J. Searcy, of Ten-Baptist chin
nessee, in lhe chair.

Rev. R. Munson, Georgia, read I John 1, and Rev. E. B. 
Johnson, of Georgia, offered prayer.

The Convention joined in singing “Take the Name of 
Jesus with You.”

The minutes of yesterday’s session were read and ap­
proved.

Rev. J. H. Frank, of Kentucky, Chairman of the Foreign 
Mission Board, read the report of the Board, upon which 
action was deferred until the afternoon session.

Rev. W. T. Hall, of Danville, Va., lined “All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ Name.”

Rev. W. M. Moss, of Virginia, read Proverbs III, and. 
Rev. A. S. Thomas offered prayer.

The Educational Sermon was then preached by Rev. W. 
F. Graham, of Virginia, from Isaiah 33-6, “ Wisdom and 
knowledge shall be the stability of thy time and strength 
of salvation.,’ Theme, “Education the basis of success.”

Adjourned with benediction by President Morris. 
afternoon session.

The Convention met at 3 o’clock p. m., with Rev. E.
C. Morris, D. D., President, in the chair.

The opening exercises were conducted by Rev. C. T. 
Walker, D. D., of Georgia, and W.. H. Brooks, D.D. of Dis­
trict of Columbia.

The report of the Foreign Mission Board was taken up 
and the discussion opened with an address by Rev. A. R. 
Griggs. E). D., of Texas. Several other addresses were 
made ana the report adopted as follows :

/ Louisville, Ky., Sept. 13, 1897.
To Regular Mission Baptists in National Convention Assembled:

Brethren and Fathkrs—Greeting:
We, 

proper
>ur servants for Christ’s sake, deem it both meet and 

|o cherishv profound and sincere gratitude toward our 
Father in heaven, ^hose matchless love gave His Son a mission­
ary to et rth, and for the privilege and honor accorded in that we 
are associated with Him in so high and so noble a calling. With 
our Lor 1 Jesus Christ, we believe in the world-wide missions, and 
claim tl|at the evangelization of the entire globe is the first and
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most urgent duty of our churches, and that churches devoid of 
this spirit of missions are only churches in form, not in the . reality 
of spiritual life and heaven-born vigor. To give the gospel to the 
world isour greatest mission.

Realizing the importance of our charge, we have sought to cheer 
the messengers of life to Africa’s perishing million.s

Grateful, too, we are to the pastors and churches for their con­
tributions, to the press, religious and secular, for aid, and the Home 
Mission Board for Sunday-school supplies, and to the American 
Baptist Publication Society for Bibles and books.

THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD AND ITS POLICY.
Annually appointed by the National Convention, the Board is 

the servant of the Convention and the organized channel through 
which colored Baptists of the United States “diffuse the gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ on the continent of Africa and elsew-here as 
God may direct.’’

The Board is composed of twenty-four well-known Baptists, a 
quorum of which is located at Louisville, Ky., a Baptist city, and 
the gateway of the South, a Baptist country.

Having no secrets, the Board rejoices to submit for searching in­
vestigation the seventeenth annual report of .the administration of 
African Missions.

To be loyal to the convention, economical in expenditures, sys­
tematic and business-like in administration—seeking the confi­
dence, prayers and support of the denomination—is the policy of 
the Board.

When you entrusted the African Mission work to the present 
Board you did so without solicitation from its members. Nor did you 
give funds with which to operate or records by which to be guided. 
In view^of which and the little confidence then existing, we point 
with pride to the fact that in both America and on the foreign field 
there is confidence and a cooperation, a better system, growing 
beneficence and a healthy public sentiment.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
STATISTICAL RKPORT.

An itemized statement of all moneys received appeared monthly 
in the “AfroAmerican Herald and an itemized account of receipts 
and disbursements appear in our books, and will be furnished on
demand.

RECEIPTS

Balance in Treasury last report......................................... $ 68 36
Received at St. Louis............................................................ 1,062 49
Received from the several States as follows:.
Alabama......................;.............  15825

Arkansas.......I............
Connecticut... j ■■■■ 
District Columbia....
Florida.......... 4
Georgia............ ;........ -
Indiana............ ..........
Indian Territory . ..
Iowa..........................
Illinois.....................
Kansas ....................
Kentucky.................
Louisiana.......... I. ■ • •
Maryland........  • ■
Misssisippi...............
Missouri .................
Massachusetts . •
New York.................
New Jersey...............
North Carolina . • |.
Ohio..................... I
Oklahoma.......... I ■
Pennsylvania I ■ 
Rhode Island ... I 
South Carolina.

Tennessee.............
Texas.................
Virginia................ |
West Virginia........
Anonjmous..........

140 97'
19 05
57 97

198 56
87 10
45 83

46.
2 50

46 10
10 50

237 15
89 28
148 78
305 05

64 49
97 56

38 x 97
42 89

102 15
8 62
3 56

150 40
3 80

105 64
278 12
195 47
92 70

107 61
24 00

Total............................................................................ ■ • • • 14.337 65
Total amount rec lived from September 22, 1896, to August 31,.

1897. f4.337 65- DISBURSEMENTS
Ji,527 44

653 45 
30° 25 
927 00 
505 n 
148 20
5° 00 
50 00

To missionaries. • 
Herald and prii ting- 
office expenses....
corresponding secretary, 

traveling expen ies........
incidentals on f eld.......
Mrs. Lucy A. Cales.......
Mrs. Annie E- Luke• - • •

Total

Balance. - - •

.$4,161 45

..$176 20

V
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Received for Cape Town Chapel Fund......................................480 00

debts.
To missionaries.........................................................................*500 00
On Typewriter;.......................................................  50 00
On burial of Rev Johns.......... ........................................  30 00
Corresponding Secretary........................................................ 7300

Total....................................................................................... 5653 61
ASSETS.

Office outfit, Louisville, K>..............................>............................
Lot and church furniture, Capetown, Africa......................................
100 acres of land and chureh house, Brewerville, Africa..................

Total..................................................................................... $ ;. i-..
The receipts indicate growing interest, but neither the amount 

contributed nor.the number contributing is equal to the resources at 
our command.

The Board will, perhaps, be criticised because of the expense 
incurred in its management, yet we rest in the certain fact that the 
future harvest of the .past year’s seeding will abundantly satisfy the 
most unyielding critic. We, therefore, abide the revelation of the 
future seeking and praying both divine and human co-operation in 
our common cause.

Full settlement has been made with the widow of the late Rev. 
L. M. Luke and fifty dollars paid to Mrs. Lucy A. Coles on account 
of the one hundred dollars voted her by the convention at its last 
sitting.

So far as it was possible to do, the board has respected the wishes 
of all contributors who have made special requests as to the appro­
priation of money sent.

DEATH OF REV. GEO. F. A. JOHNS.

Saturday, June 26, at 9:15 o’clock, p. m., Rev. G. F. A. Johns 
passed from our field at Cape Town, South Africa, to his reward. 
He had been on the field but four months, having been sent by 
your board to assist Rev. Jackson in what has been appropriately 
called “the New York of Africa. Bro. Johns was a native of Africa 
but had lived in the United States for quite a number of years, and 
had acquired considerable learning in our schools. On his de­
parture he was in apparent good health, full of zeal and burning 
with the desire to preach the gospel to the heathen.

Rev. Jackson writes of his death as follows :
“We have sad news for you this time. Our brother Rev. Geo. A.

F. Johns is dead.
“He had suffered for some days with kidney and bladder troubles. 

He had gone to the hospital and was improving when his wife

<
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brought him out. He relapsed, and grew worse and worse until 
the end came. We put away the mortal remains of our brother in 
his fatherland, he having returned here that his bones might rest 
where the ‘feathery palm tree waves.’ We gave him a burial as a 
becomes a missionary. The funeral expenses of our brother leaves 
us in great need oi $130, which we hope to receive from our Board 
soon. Let no one grow’ disheartened because of our brother’s death. 
The work is the Lord’s and must go on; therefore I pray you ‘Let 
brotherly love continue.’ We beg every large-hearted church and 
pastor and member to take a fresh hold and help us take Africa for 
Christ.’’

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” 
C^PK TOWN AND SOUTH AFRICA.

situation, government facilities, mixed popu-The geographical!
lation commercial advantages, freedom of the press and religion, 
with our established

build church edifice! 
elsewhere, has done

work, make Cape Town a most inviting center 
of missionary operations, of which your board has directed no 
little attention to that point.

Rev. R. A. Jacksen, who went to Cape Town in 1894, and who 
has full authority fr >m your board to establish mission stations, 

>, and superintend the work in Cape Town and 
; great things, whereof w’e are truly grateful. 
I )UR CAPE TOWN MISSIONS.

in the fire limits of Cape Town, South Africa, 
We hoped to have had it built ere this,

This chapel, being 
must be built of stor e. 
but the funds <?ominf in would not warrant it. We have collected 
$480 for this purpose 
we recommend that 
special purpose.

Rev. R. A. Jackson being in this country, 
he be given three months or more for this

No. 19 Springfield St., Cape Town, July 21.

-nine times for baptismal services, and buried 
one hundred souls. He has gone into the 
s more than 1,000 miles interior, and there 

! ouls ; he has gone into a branch of the river

Rev. John H. Fi ank. Dearly Beloved in God.—Peace from 
God and grace from the Lord Jesus Christ.
we ever remember yo j in our prayers and supplications, 
arrival in 1894 your humble servant has gone into the waves of the 
Atlantic ocean twenty • 
with Christ an ’even 
Comani river, which 
baptized twenty-four
MiddleDrifl, at Middle Drift, Kamas land, and immersed twenty- 
six souls, and the Rei. J. L Buchanan, who holds the fort at Mid­
dle Drift, has plunge i four beneath the waves, making a grand 
total of 154 souls snat :hed as (rands from eternal burning. We now 
have five mission stat ons in South Africa, three of ’which are care­
fully organized and t loroughly established, and one of the other 
two is recognized by 
uated at Port Elizabet

I thank my God that 
Since our

the white Baptists of South Atiica, and is sit- 
h.
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Our fifth mission station is in Griqualand East, where three 
native brethren of our Cape Town church, viz., Brothers Robert 
Magodla, Shadrach Umgubezo and------- Lupanna have thirty.can-
didates awaiting baptism. We have much for which to be thankful, 
God has wonderfully blessed us. Money collected in Cape Town 
during three years and expended ; by church colfections, contribu­
tions and tea meetings, $895.50, was expended as follows : 
Building site.......... ...........................
Rent of church,.............................
Sacrament set for church ... ......
Bro. Tule’s fair...........................
Benches for church...........................
Hut rent at Queenstown..................
Sister Thomas’ rent’here..................
Three month’s rent for Bro. Jackson 
One chest for church.........................
One organ..........................................
Burrial of Bro. Thomas’child..........
Additional rent..................................
Middle Drift Mission Station............
Magic Lanterta...........................
Plans for church .............................

0

$100 00
265 00
32 50

125 00
27 00

■ 57 00
45 5Q
37 50
5 00

90 00
10 00

5 50
55 00
35 00
25 00

Grand total............................................................................>895 50
Besides all this there are “ free will offerings ” for the pastor, of 

which the church desires that no account be kept.
Your humble servant has solemnized ten marriages, buried nine 

bodies, opened day and Sunday-schools for children, also assisted 
in organizing a Colored Men’s Christian Association here in Cape 
Town.

We are deeply affected at the death of our brother, Geo. F. A. 
Johns, but humbly bow our head in sorrow, and try from our heart 
to say, “ Thy will be done.” For all money sent to the field you 
have receipts.

Our work is entirely clear of any debt except $50 board by Bro. 
Thomas, and another $50 expenses to Rev. R. A. Jackson, travel­
ing to and from interior to organize missions and baptize. Also $30 
funeral expenses for Rev. Geo. F. A. Johns. Sister Johns is quite 
ill with fever; pray for us that our faith fail us not. 'God bless 
you all, dear brethren. Humbly submitted,

R. A. Jackson, Missionary.
IN THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.
' REV. JAMES O. HAYES WRITE® :

Brewerville, I,IBERIA, W. C. Africa, May 26, 1897.
To the corresponding Secretary F. M. B. National Baptist Con­

vention of America:

17.
petition which I presented to the last ses-

The

Please find enclosed a petition which I presented to the last ses­
sion of the Legislature for 100 acres of land as a site for our work. 
I am pleased to say the j etition was granted and is now a law. The 
next thing I attempted was to get the site where I preferred to have 
it. This matter is in pre gress.

Zion Grove Baptist chi 
ship since my pastorate, 
spent teaching at Rick’s 

n irch, Brewerville, has doubled its member- . 
, notwithstanding the most of my time was 

Institute. Our chapel, which is not com-.....-----o----------
pleted, has cost us f 1,106, and is said to be the best in the country. 
As most of our members are American-Liberians, and have some 
knowledge of their Christian duty, I thought we might build the 
chapel without appealing to you for .aid for that object. While the 

’’---:-- - -A • nTana.rchapel is not completed.1 we are worshipping in it; therefore we pay 
nothing for rent. Nevertheless, for the current expenses of the 
church <15 per quarter is contributed.

Our total membership is 125 ; Sunday-school, 85 pupils. I have 
no every day mission school this year, so my time is’ spent pastor- 
ing and itinerating out on Poe river, where I am contemplating 
opening a new station among the Day tribe.

I am truly yours, Jas. O. Hayes.
OTHER ^FIELDS.

Through Rev. Rose, the little Baptist church at Free Town, 
Serri Leone, West Coa it Africa, has made an appeal to your Board

iprch, we learn, was carried to Africa with a
2 It has stood the storms of

______ ____ Free Town, being the most important city 
■est coast, will be a center of influence for years to come, 

ifter.
GRAND BASSO, LIBERIA.

I, whose mother, under the auspices of the

for a pastor. This chi 
colony over one hundred years ago. 
every kind until now. m---- v
on the wt_.___ ,
and should be looked

After her death the 
Bro. Hill assisted

Mr. R. H. M. Hili, ------------
Woman’s Baptist Board of Chicago, organized a school and spent 
ten years laboring to ^end forth gospel light. dPnth thP
work was given up and referred to your Board.
his mother, and since; her death has been trying to keep the work 
alive. He appeals to lyour Board for $300 to build a house. Liberia, 
being a Negro republic, and the one to which the world is looking 
for a demonstration of the black man’s ability to govern himsel.

| EAST CENTRAL AFRICA.

Mr Tohn Chllembwe, of East Central Africa, is in this country
J ... ________ n nnn nnn nf nnr neonlebearing a petition frci 

asking for missionar <
tn representatives of 7.000,000 of our people 
es. He will speak to you. Arrangementsasking iui

have been with the Baptists of Philadelphia to give him a scholar­
ship in the Virginia Seminary. With six other young men of 
this tribe reading tpe New Testament, they willingly sought to
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obey Christ in baptism, and in lime were baptized by onti Rev. 
Joseph Booth. These young Baptist heroes await an organization.

REV. R. L. STEWART.
Tht Board is and has been unable to thoroughly understand the 

relationship that existed between the General Convention of the 
Western States and Territories and Rev. R. L. Stewart. When at 
the last session of the convention the long-expected and eagerly 
sought consolidation was effected, we understood that along with 
obligations to sustain Rev. Stewart and his work there passed to 
your Board certain real estate, etc., situated in the Republic of 
Liberia. But such was not the case as it has since appeared that the 
property belonged not to the Western brethren, but to Rev. R.L. 
Stewart personally, and as such he alone had the right to give or 
sell it to the covention. Rev. Stewart is now with us and hopes 
to explain the situation and assist in the solution of any prob­
lems that may arise with reference to the West Africa field. 
Upon the adjournment of the convention last year and before Rev. 
Stewart reached America your Board sent him ftoo and further 
contributed to his special work to the extent of $40, but after his 
conference with your Board at Louisville, Ky., we thought it best 
to refer to the matter to you and hence save him further annoyance 
only the following communication which he returned to the chair­
man with the remark : “I don’t understand it, and would be 
ashamed to present it to any intelligent man,” as I see it.

Louisville, Ky., July 15, 1897.
To the Baptist Brotherhood and Friends of Foreign Mission :

We, the Foreign Mission Board of the National Baptist .Convention 
do hereby commend to your favorable consideration Bro. R. L. Stew­
art, returned missionary, who is traveling in America in the inter­
est of our common cause. He will visit our National Convention 
at Boston in September, where he hopes to be approved as our mis­
sionary to the foreign field.

Because of what he represents we bid him God-speed and ask for 
him a hospitable reception. In the love of the gospel, we are the 
Foreign Mission Board.

Rev. John H. Frank, Chairman.
C. H. Parrish, D. D., Secretary.
We submit the latest letter from Rev. Stewart’s field, that you 

may see condition of the work.
Training and Industrial Mission School, Monrovia, Liberia, West 

Coast of Africa, July 18, 1897.
My Dear Husband : We are again made glad to learn of your 

slow recovery of a long spell of illness, and I pray the Lord earn­
estly for your speedy recovery, and trust you will soon be able to 
prosecute the work you so much love and have so earnestly and 
faithfully planted here. The work has much run down, and the

the one you built and the other are unsafe to

school-house has become so dilapidated we can not use it for teach­
ing. We are holding school during the rainy days on our front 
por&h; may the Lord pity our condition and send us help for the 
work. Both boat!
use up and down the river, and their timbers are not sound enough 
to repair. What sihall I do? No money to replace them, with no 
clothes fonthe children to wear, and all the school-books'and ma­
terial are out. No food for the children save what we have had 
from you and have been able to grow potatoes and rice. We are 
now planting potatoes and cacodas, for this is our only hope, for 
we can not afford to buy rice it being 56 per hundred weight. At 
this writing we are living on potatoes, greens (or leaves), crabs 
etc., All of our farming implements—hoes,axes, shovels, spades and 
picks—nre worn out and we do pray that that the Lord will sup­
ply our needs threugh His people in America. The church is doing 
good work, and several have been baptized this year. Bro. Minner 
is faithfully work ng and preaching and doing all he can to hold 
the people together until your return. He needs encouragement— 
write him. The Sunday-school is not so well attended, for the 
bidge is out of repair and the children can not cross the river—no 
Bibles, hymn books, etc. The mission day school opened in 
March, I897, and! still continues. ' We are prosecuting the work 
with great difficulty—no books or means suitable to carry on the 
work as it ought to be.niWe have not had a good attendance of 
day school on adcount of the bridge being out of repair; and seem­
ingly many obstacles to prevent the success of our work. We 
have enrolled o 
thirteen boys and seven girls. We have thirty-five on the roll.

I am, dear husband, yours with true esteem.

taeles to prevent the success of our work.
ir mission school boys and girls in my possession

Mrs. R. L. Stewart.
STATISTICAL REPORT.

Zion Baptist shurch, Brewervillefc Liberia, W. C. Africa, Rev. J. 
O. Hayes, paster, baptized 14, present membership 125, attenance in 
schooi 89, num ier of Bibles 18, singing books 12, native helpers 3, 
organized 1872.

Belehorian I aptist Church, Cape Town. South Africa, R. A.
Jackson pastor 
school 38, num 
organized June 

baptized 18, present membership 105, attendance in 
>er of Bibles o, sfaging books 15, native helpers 5?

1894.
North American Baptist Mission, Monrovia.. Liberia, W. C. 

Africa, R. L. Stewart pastor, baptized o, present membership 25, 
school 28, number of Bibles o, singing books o, 

, organized in 1895.
ission, Queenstown, South Africa, Geo. M. Thomas 

, baptized 24, present membership 24, attendance in

attendance in
native helpers 1.

Flora Bella K
(native) pastor; 
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school 15, number of Bibles o, singing books o, native helpers 2, 
organized January, 1897.

Ouanda Mission, Middle Drift, South Africa, Rev. J. S. Buchanan 
pastor, baptized 30, present membership 30, attendance in school 23, 
numbor'of Bibles o, singing books, o, native helpers 1, organized 
June, 1897.

East Grygulaud Missiou and three other points, under Rev. R. 
A. Jackson in charge.

LITERATURE.
THE AFRO-AMERICAN MISSION HERALD .AND OTHER LITERATURE/.

The Herald has made its regular vistts for eleven mcoths, visit­
ing every State where our people are found. The missionaries 
have been supplied with it, also Sunday.school supplies from our 
Publication Board. The income from the Herald has been small, 
but the good resulting from its wide circulation is seen in the col­
lections from the various States. Our great need is literature. 
“ How can I, except somebody guide,” is as true of our churches 
as of the Eunoch. The Secretary has in hand the manuscripts for 
tracts and a booklet. These will be printed as soon as possible. 
Small circulars, with names and addresses of missionaries and 
other short statements about our work have been scattered every 
where

THE MINUTES

We regret that the Executive Committee of the Convention has 
delayed the issuance of the minutes of the last meeting. Pub­
lished records are helpful in no small degree, and should be issuad 
to the churches annually as information and history. We ask 
that, if the proceedings of the entire convention are not to be 
printed and issued to the churches, that so much thereeof as con­
cerns the Foreign Mission work be turned over to the Board for 
publication.

CORRESPONDENCE
Your Board has received encouraging correspondence during the 

year from Miss E. G. Ewen, of New York, who offered to pay 
through your Board $300 a year to African missions. Also with 
the Baptist Mission Union, Boston; Southern Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board, Richmond. Baptist Young People’s Union, Chicago, 
and the Student’s Voluntary Movement, New York City.

A number of excellena workers have applied to the Board for ap­
pointment to the field, but additional missionaries can not be ad­
ded to our lisi until increase of funds warrant the addition. The 
Macedodian cry is heard not only from Africa, but from shores 
nearer, even Cuba, and it is with you, brethren, to say whether the 
Board shall respond.

OUR FUTURE HOPE.
Your board most earnestly pray and hope to plan at least three

prayer for our work and workers for the next conven- 
In our own sterngth we must fail, but through Christ 

all things. Little more than a century ago only one 
To-day

laid at his blessed feet $15,000,000, wet with the 
The aim of many Chris-

The Negro Bap- 
take an active part in this crusade. We .hope to

the fall; also Miss Mamie Branton, who is regarded 
See that a Ipastor goes to 

Have Bro. R. A. Jackson visit Bro.

set days for 
tional year, 
we can do 
manwaskncwii to the world as a foreign missionary, 
thousands of men and women are battling against heathenism in 
every part of o ir Lord’s vineyard. Then only $60 w’as given in . a 
whole year by the Christian world. We learn with joy for 1896 the 
Lord’s army at 
tears df humiliation and thanksgiving.
tians is to see t lat our Lord is heard of by every nation before the 
death-knell of the ninetenth century is sounded.
tist family mus!
Rev. J. Tule, who came to us early last September from South 
Africa, early in t— 11—*
as a worthy per ton for the foreign field.
Free Town, Se
Chilembwe’s country on his return, and if thought wise begin a 
work there. Have Bro Hayes to confer with Bro. Hill in Grand 
Basso, and see what can be done there.

It will be seen twenty-nine States are .represented in our list of 
of contributors.
13,000 churches at least $1.00 from each of the pastors, and hold 
another African Mission Sunday-school rally.

We rejoice that Rev- Chas. E. Meserve, D. D.. President of 
Shaw University, has kindly consented to give a scholarship to 
one of the young men from South Africa and Rev. C. H. Parrish, 
D. D., Presider t Eckstein-Norton University, takes the other. Your 
board hopes the purpose of Rev. R A. Jackson, our untiring mis­
sionary, mayb

Grateful to C od for His ever-abounding goodness, and appre­
ciation of the denomination for the confidence reposed, we are, in 
the love of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,

We hops to get a collection from each of the

realized, and Africa blessed through these brethren.

The Foreign Mission Board, 
John H. Frank, Chairman,

C. H. PARRISH, Secretray.
Adjourned with benediction by Rev.

Pennslvania.
O B. Howard,

EVENING SESSSION.

The Convention met at 7:45 o’clock p. m., with Rev. E. 
C. Morris. D. D., President, in the chair. Revs. J. J Black­
shear, of Indiana, and A. E. Edwards, of Tennessee, con­
ducted devotional exercises.

Rev. J. A Taylor, of District of Columbia, addressed 
the Convention on " Christ the Teacher.”
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Rev. Joseph Booth, missionary from Africa, Miss Mamie 
Branton and Kev. H. S. Mabie, of the Missionary Union 
were introduced and addressed the Convention.

Rev. L. G. Jordan, Foreign Mission Secretary, then ad­
dressed the Convention on Retrospect and and Prospect.

A large subscription was taken for the Cape Town 
Chapel and a collection $131.15 was raised.

Adjourned with benediction by the President.
, THIRD DAV—MORNING SESSION.

Boston, Mass.,Sept. 17, 1897.
The Convention met at 9:30 o’clock a. m., with Rev. E/ 

' C. Morris, D. D., President in the chair.,
Revs. W. H. Phillips, D. D., of Pennsyvania, A. C. 

Powell, of Connecticut, and O. S. Simms, of Pennsylvania, 
conducted devotional services.

The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read and ap­
proved.

By motion of Rev. G W. Ward all the speeches except 
the set addresses were limited to five minutes.

Revs. A. Binga, D. D., J. E. Jones, D. D., and R. 
Spiller, D. D., or Virginia, representing the Baptist Con­
vention of that State, addressed the Convention at length 
as to the grievance which Virginia holds against the Conven­
tion and submitted a basis of adjustment.

By urgent request Rev. J. H. Frank, Chairman of the 
Foreign Mission Board, made a response to the complaints, 
and upon motion of Rev. E. K. Love. D. D., the matter 
was referred to a special committee consisting of Revs.
E. K. Love, C. H. Clark, J. H. Frank, A. R. Griggs, J.
F. Thomas. A. N. McEwen and W. M. Alexander.

The report of the Home Mission Board was then read 
by its Chairman, Rev. G. W. D. Gaines, of Arkansas, 
and further consideration was postponed until the after­
noon session.

The following committees were appointed :
RESOLUTIONS.

F. E. Abercrombie, Alabama, J. C. Rogers, Arkansas; 
W. A. Wilbanks, District of Columbia ; D. W. Rosier,

23
______ M. Sprattling, Georgia; J. F. Thomas, 111- 
i_ )is; Mrs. M. E. Steward, Kentucky; M. D. Jones, Ark­
ansas; J. A. Bonner. Massachusets; A. T. Murphy, Mis-

Florida ; G. 
inois; ..........

Cohran. Missouri; Wm. Troy, New Jersey; 
(New York; S. N. Vass, North Carolina; G.

sissippi; J. L
C. S. Farris,
B. Howard. Pennsylvania; Paul C. Watson. South Carolina;
E. F. Dennis Tennessee; R. T. Taylor S. W. Thompson, 
Texas: G. W ~ 'Good, Virginia; C. H. Payne, West Virginia

EDUCATION.
tlutchins, Alabama; J. E. Knox, Arkansas;
Connecticut; W. B. Johnson, District of Co-

R. S. L.
A. C. PowelL _
lumbia: C. Brewer. Florida: W. R. Forbes, Georgia: E. H. 
Borden. Ulincis; D. A. Gaddie. Kentucky; A. J. Horton, 
Louisiana: A 
Missouri; W.
A. W. Pegu

W. Adams, Massachusetts; J. L. Cohron, 
T. Sample, New Jersey; L. G. Montague, 

_  . „ :s, North Carolina; M. Winston, Pennsyl­
vania. J. L. Dart, South Carolina; Wm, Haynes, Tennessee; 
J. R. E. Lee, L. L. Campbell, Texas; P. F. Morris, Vir­
ginia; L. T. Christmas, West Virginia.

PERMANENT ORGANIZATION.
J. T. Brown, Alabama; J. R. Bennett, Arkansas; W. N. 

Moten, Connecticut; C. R. Champ, District of Columbia; G. 
W. Raiford, Florida; E. J. Fisher. Georgia; J. E. Ford, 
Illinois; J. H. Frank, Kentucky; M. D. Jotibs, Kansas; H. 
R. Flynn, Louisiana. W. Gray, Massachusetts; N. T. 
Thomas, Mississippi; H. Robinson, Missouri; J. H. Travis, 
New Jersey^ H. E. Doers, New York; J. A. Whitted, 
North Caroliria; G. L. P. Taliaferro, Pennsylvania; H. N. 
Jeter, Rhode Island; J. C. Daniels, South Carolina; W. H.
C. Stokes. Tennessee; M. M. Rogers, D. Abner, Jr., Texas; 
W. F. Graham, Virginia; C. H. Payne, West Virginia. (

CORRESPONDENCE.

A. N. McEwen, Alabama; J. M. Harris, Arkansas; J. F. 
Loving District of Columbia Martin Ferguson, Florida; J. F. 
Hughes, Georgia; Mrs. J. W. Carr, Indiana; R. De Bap­
tiste D. D., Illinois; Mrs. S. E. Smith, Kentucky; Mrs. M.
D. JonfesKapsas; Rev. Johnson W. Hill, Massachussetts; C. 
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D. Jones, Mississippi; F. McKinley, Missouri; P. F. 
Mallory, North Carolina; H. M. Raiford, South Carolina; 
W. S. Ellington, Tennessee; A. Taylor. S. A. Hayden, 
Texas; R. H. Bolling, Virginia; L. T. Christmas, West 
Virginia.

STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

W. T. Coleman, Alabama; W. E. Holmes, Arkansas; W. 
J. Anverson, Connecticut; G. W. Lee, District of Columbia;
F. H. Faulks, Florida; D. S. Harris, Georgia; J. R. Ray­
nor; Indiana; Miss Mattie Smith, Illinois: J. E. Wood, Ken­
tucky; W. D. Jones, Kansas; Jessie Harrell, Massachusetts, 
A. F. Tigne, Mississippi; Mrs. Wm. Scott, Missouri: W. T. 
Dixon, New York; S. H. Witherspoon, North Carolina; H.
C. Robinson, Pennsylvania; J. H. Pressley, Rhode Island; 
R. W. Baylor, South Carolina; W. J. McMichael, Ten­
nessee; I. Tolliver, M. M. Campbell, Texas; W. M. Moss, 
Virginia; C. H. Payne, West Virginia.

MISSIONS.
J. T. Brown, Alabama; T. J. Scott,’ Arkansas; J. A. 

Taylor, District of Columbia; B. Hankerson, Florida; John 
Williams, Georgia; B. Farrell, Indiana; J. W. Crush shon, 
Illinois; Mrs. J. H. Frank, Kentucky; W’. M. Ryan, Mas­
sachusetts; C. P. Jones, Mississippi; A. G. Young, New 
Jersey; C. C. Somerville, North Carolina, I. F. Brocking­
ton, South Carolina, J. M. Mason, Tennessee, A. R. 
Griggs, Wm. Beckham, Texas, A. Binga, Jr., Virginia, D. 
Stratton, West Virginia.

TEMPERANCE. •

N. E. Abercrombie, Alabama, C. Harper, Arkansas,W.
H. Brooks, District of Columbia, C. H. Frazier, Florida,
I. A. McNeil, Mrs. J. W. Carr, Indiana, J. H. Green, 
Illinois, C. P. M. Bigbee, Kentucky, G. B. Duncan, Louis­
iana, C. S. Morris, Massachusetts, A. Figne, Mississippi, 
Mrs. Sadie McClair, Missouri, R. A. Motley, New Jersey,
J. Allen Kirk, North Carolina, J. L. Barksdale, Pennsyl­
vania, J. L. McCory, South Carolina, J. B. Miller, Tennes­
see, J. C. N. Hampton, H. Harrison, Texas, A. Truatt, 
Virginia, D. Stratton, West Virginia.

OBITUARIES.
A. J. Stokes, Alabama, P. R. Neil, Arkansas, M. S. G. 

Abbott, Floriaa, N. G. K^cCall, Georgia, J. W. Carr, In­
diana, L. M. Leonard, Illinois, J. W. Clark, Kentucky, 
W. D. Jones, Kansas, B. W. Farris, Massachusetts, Miss 
A. T. Murphy, Mississippi, Mrs. Laura Wilson, Missouri, 
S. W. Smith, New Jersey, G. Hunt, New York, Luke 
Puree, North Carolina, W. H. Phillips, Pennsylvania, P. A. 
Callahan, South Carolina, R. Gurry, M. M. Buckner, 
Texas, A. S. Thomas, Virginia, L. T. Chrismas, West 
Virginia.

TIME AND PLACE.
A. J. Stokes, Alabama, Mrs. J. P. Robinson, Arkansas,. 

Geo. Gray, Di strict Columbia, C. M. Vaught, Florida, A. 
Monson, Georgia, J. R. Raynor, Indiana, J. E. Ford, Ill­
inois, Mrs. D. A. Gaddie, Ky., E. H. McDonald, Massachu­
setts, J. L. Harris, Mississippi, H. Robinson, Missouri, J. 
H. Travis, New Jersey, G. W. Bailey, New York, G. W. 
Johnson, North Carolina, E. W. Moore, Pennsylvania, J. 
C. Jackson. South Carolina, A. E. Edwards, Tennessee, A. 
W. Moss, Texts, J. R. Lawson, Texas, M. D. Williams, 
Virginia, D. St'atton, West Virginia,.

Adjourned w ith benediction by Rev. O. S, Simms.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convent:on met at 2:30 o’clock, p. m., with Rev. E.
C. Morris, D. I.

Revs. R. Can< 
Tennessee, conducted devotional sendees.

An invitation I 
ing to have a de legation from this body visit their meeting 
next Monday morning was read and accepted. The fol­
lowing committee was appointed:

W. J. White, 
H. C. Owens, J.

L President, in the chair.
oil, of South Carolina and J. M. Mason, of

from the Baptist Minister’s Monday Meet-

G. B. Howard, J. M. Harris, C. P. Jones, 
_ _ _ . _ J. Durham, W. T. Dixon, J. M. Wald­
ron, G. L. P. Ta liaferro, A. W. Pegues, D. Abner, Jr., 
and J. L. Dart.

Rev. R. H. Bovd, D. D., Secretary of the Home Mission 
Board, discussed ihe report of the Board particularly as it
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applied to the publishing of the Sunday-school series.

Rev. Harvey Johnson addressed the Convention on “A 
Plea for Distinctive Denominational Work.”

Adjourned with benediction by the President.
EVENING SESSION.

The Convention met at 8 o’clock, p. m., with Rev. E. 
C. Morris in the chair.

Prof. J. E. Knox, of Arkansas, and J. Allen Kirke, of 
North Carolina, conducted devotional exercises.

Rev. A. J. Rowland, D. D., Secretary uf the American 
Baptist Publication Society, and Rev. M. MacVicar, Sup­
erintendent of Education of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society, were introduced and presented the greet­
ings of these societies in a fraternal manner.

Rev. L. T. Christmas, of West Virginia, re^d^Cor. 9, 
and Rev. D. A. Scott, of Texas, preached from^ext 2 Cor. 
9:2, subject: “Systematic Benevolence.’’

Rev. G. P. L. Talliaferro, of Pennsylvania, offered 
prayer.

Adjourned with benediction by the President.
FOURTH DAY-MORNING SESSION.

Boston, Mass., Sept. 18, 1897.
The Convention met at 9:30 o’clock a. m., with Rev. E. 

•C. Morris, D. D., President, in the chair.
Rev. P. R. Neal, of Arkansas, and D. A. Gaidie, D. D., 

of Kentucky, conducted devotionaal services.
The minutes of yesterday’s sessions were read and ap­

proved.
The report of the Home Mission Board, which was sub­

mitted yesterday^ morning, after a short discussion was 
adopted as follows:

HOME MISSION BOARD’S REPORT.
To the National Baptist Convention, Boston, Mass :

Your Home Mission Board elected by you at the St. Lopis meet­
ing begs to submit here its second annual report. 0'7

AUTHORITY UNDER WHICH THE BOARD HAS WORKED.

On the 16th day of September, 1892, on the second day’s session 
■of the National Baptist Convention in Savannah, Ga., Rev. John H. 
Frank of Louisville, Ky., offered the following preamble and reso­
lutions :
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Whereas, Inasmuch as there is great necessity for the organiza­

tion of the long contemplated Baptist Publication Society and Book 
Concern, and

Whereas, Inasmuch as i
both the intellectual and linancial ability to successfully operate 
such an establishment, if a re will do so ; and

Whereas, Inasmuch as i: is plainly evident that as a denomina­
tion we shall never attain
nity worthy of so vast a be dy of Baptists, so long as our literary 
productions remain unpub f 
success remains dependent 
cution ; and further,

Whereas, Inasmuch as t lere are now extant hundreds of valua­
ble literary and theologies 1 productions from the pens of Colored 
Baptists, eminently worth >• 
should be published fo 
our friends care not to 
hence are lost to the den --------

Resolved, By the Ameijican National Baptist Convention, in an­
nual session assembled,
State and Territory here/represented to be selected by the respective 

 

delegations and appointed by the president, with five from the 
country at large, be anti are hereby authorized to effect plans for 
and proceed to disorganization of the American National Baptist 
Convention Publication Company and Book Establishment, to be 

 

operated under the direction of this Convention; and that said com­
pany shall'have full wer to secure building, machinery and all 
necessary apparatus,/or to make ample arrangements otherwise for 
the publication of ptist and other literature.

Resolved, That we appeal to all Baptist organizations to effect 
such arrangements as shall enable them to substantially participate 
with this Convention in the maintenance and management of the 
said establishment.

On the following year in Washington, D. C., September 16th, 
1893, in the first nay’s evening session, the Executive Board of the 
National Baptist/Convention in its report had the following items:

/ PROPOSED PUBLICATION HOUSE.

The proposition and resolution to establish a Publication Society 
were adopted a
elected, of whi :h the Rev. John H. Frank was made Chairman. 
This very imp< 1 ' ' ’
of this Commi t
a special repoit to this body at the proper time.

At Atlanta, Ga., September, 1895, the three Conventions, name­
ly; The Foreign Missionary Convention of the United States, the 
American National Baptist Convention and National Baptist Edu-

is an unquestionable fact that we have

o the broad influence and elevated dig­

ished, our work unsystematized, and its 
upon the option of our friends for prose-

hat a special committee, one from each

>• of publication and issuance, and which 
the good of the people, but because 

blish them, they remain unpublished, 
rination and the world; therefore be it.

Savannah last year. A board of managers was

rtant matter has been carefully considered by some 
tee, and the Chairman of this Committee will make
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cational Convention were blended into one body, to be knowfi. and 
styled as the National Baptist Convention. These different Con­
ventions and their work were to be represented and carried 
on by three distinct boards, all operating under and re­
porting to the one National meeting. These boards 
were located as follows: The Foreign Mission Board at 
Louisville, Ky., with J. H. Frank, Chairman, and L. M. Luke, 
Secretary; the Home Mission Board, which was to represent the 
National Convention in its objects, was located at Little I^dck, z\rk., 
Rev. G W. D. Gaines, Chairman, Prof. J. A. Booker, Secretary; 
the Educational Board was located at Washington, D. C., with 
Prof. P. F. Morris, Chairman, Rev. W. Bishop Johnson, Secretary.

At this same meeting the question of the publishing concern was 
again raised. Dr Morris, President, made a decision in which he 
held that the Home Board was to take up the work of the National 
Convention, and especially the Publication and Sunday-school 
work. The Board engaged Dr. C. O. Boothe, who entered into 
correspondence with Dr. A. J. Rowland, of Philadelphia, and Dr. 
T. P. Bell, of Nashville. Tenn., concerning the publication of 
Sunday-school literature; but on account of the displeasure of Dr. 
Rowland, the work was laid aside until the meeting in St. Louis, 
September, 1896.

At this meeting the question of publication of Sunday-school 
literature was thoroughly discussed pro and o»n. A committee 
of one from\ach state was again appointed to recommend and plan 
for the beginning of publishing of Sunday-school literature at 
once. This committee reported to the house and recommended 
that a Publishing Board be elected and that they proceed at once to 
issue a series of Sunday-school literature by January 1st, 1897.

The following is the report of said committee:
NATIONAL BAPTIST HOME MISSION BOARD—-ST. LOUIS MEETING— 

OFFICERS:

The National Baptist Home Mission Board met in the committee 
rooms of First Church, St. Louis, September 19, 1896, and elected
the following officers:
Chairman—Rev. G. W. D. Gajnes ........................Little Rock, Ark
Secretary—Rev. Jos. A. Booker................................Little Rock, Ark
Cor. Sec’y—Rev. R. H. Boyd............................  San Antonio, Texas
Treasurer—Rev. J. P. Robinson...............................Little Rock, Ark

REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

The Board then took into consideration the report of the Conven­
tion Committee to whom was referred the subject of Publishing 
House, its methods and means of inauguration. After revising, the 
report read as follows, and was adopted as such:

We, your committee to whom was referred the matter of a Pub­
lishing House, beg leave to report as follows;

Whereas,
literature of ___
poraries or t chieve the recognition commensurate with their ability 
and capabilities, we recommend that the Home Mission Board of 
this Convei tion heretofore authorized be and is hereby again 
charged to publish a series of Baptist Sunday-school supplies by 
.January 1st, '* ’ ’ "
sponsibility.

First—Tha
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We hold it a fact of histpry that a people without a 
their own can never have the respect of their contem-

1897; that this Convention assume the financial re-
, We recommend:

--- . It a strong appeal to the Negro Baptists of the entire 
country, setting forth the arguments for the creation of a publish­
ing house anil showing the ease with which it can be done, on the 
basis of the argument and computation indicated in Dr. Love's 
paper, read I efore this Convention. This literature to be put in 
the hands of every Negro Baptist in America.

Second—Tl at a general donation of £1 per annum be aimed at and 
urgently aske 1 of every Negro Baptist, the collection of which is 
to be left with the pastors of the churches under the supervision of 
such State leaders as the board to which the whole matter is re­
ferred may see fit to select. This will, if only measurably success­
ful, inspire th< humblest member in the rank with that interest pe­
culiar to property holders.

Third—That life directorship be given every one who shall pay 
the sum of £50 at once or in one payment and who is a member in 
good standing : n a regular Baptist church.

Fourth—That the payment of $25 in one payment, or $5 per 
annum, or $1.25 per quarter until the sum of $25 is paid, shall en­
title the payer to a certificate of life membership.

Fifth—That the envelope system be used in the collection of 
money in churches in order that the names of individuals givers be 
preserved and accurately obtained in the collection.

1 PUBLISHING COMMITTEE:
After the adoption of the foregoing, the board elected the follow­

ing as the Publishing Committee.
Rev. G. W. D. Gaines, Rev. J. A. Jeter, Rev. E. R. Carter, Rev. 

R. H. Boyd, Rev. G. M. Moore, Rev. E. C. Morris, D. D. 
Editor-in-Chief, >

NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.
The new memb *rs of the board as elected from the different States 

at the St. Louis s< ission are:
G. W. D. Gaines, Arkansas; Rev. J. A. Jeter, Arkansas; Rev. J. 

P. Robinson, Arkinsas, Rev. Jos. A. Booker, Arkansas; Rev. J. E. 
Knox, Aakansas; Bev. J Q. A.Wilhite, Alabama; Rev. S. A. Moseley, 
Arkansas; Rev. R. H. Boyd, Texas; Rev. J. L. Colevan, Mississippi; 
Rev. A. R. Grig js, Texas; Rev. Wm. Balay, Ohio; Rev. H. C. 
Cotton, Louisiana; Rev. J. W. Dungee, Oklahoma; Mrs. V. W. 
Broughton, Tennessee; Miss F. F. Dodd, Minnesota; Rev. J. G.

Rev. J. W. Dungee, Oklahoma; Mrs. V. W.
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Bailey, Arkansas, Rev. F. K. White, Arkansas; Mrs. S. J. Middle­
brooks, Arkansas; Rev. A. H. Davis, Mississippi; Rev. E. R. 
Carter, Georgia; Rev. S. N.Vass, North Carolina; Rev. J. H. Nichols, 
Iowa; Rev. G. M. Moore, Kentucky; Rev. T. D. Miller, Penn­
sylvania—deceased.

A CALL.

Soon after the St. Louis meeting the Chairman issued the fol­
lowing call.

Little Rock, Auk., October 21st 1896.
Dear Brother:
The Home Mission Board of th** National Baptist Convention will 

meet in this city at the First Baptist Church on the 5th of next 
month at 12 o’clock noon. In that meeting we shall consider the 
question of literature for our Sunday-schools the ensuing year, the 
issuing of an organ for the Board, and the incorporation of the 
National Baptist Publishing Society.

FIRST COST.

It will cost the Board about *500. to issue the first installment of 
periodicals, and as there is no money on hand for thtft purpose, 
each one of the members is requested to make a loan of (810.00) 
ten dollars, same to be returned after the sale of the first quarters 
supply of literature. It is greatly hoped that you will be present 
and if.not there at least make the loan and give the work an off- 
start.

Respectfully yours,
G. W. D. Gaines, Chairman. 

1709 High St., Little Rock, Ark.
MEETING.

Little Rock, Ark., Nov., 6, 1896.
Home Mission Board of National Baptist Convention met at the 

residence of Rev. G. W. D. Gaines at 7:30 p. m. After reading a 
number of communications from Fr. Rowland of the American Pub­
lication Society, S. W. Meek of University Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
Marshall & Bruce Co., Nashville, Brandon Printing Co., Nashville 
Harris Jones & Co., Providence, R. I. It was agreed to send Rev. 
R. H. Boyd to Nashville as a Committee of one to visit publishers 
at Nashville and close contract with the most favorable company. 
By order of the Board the Treasurer handed over to the Publishing 
Committee the money left on hand, for the purpose of getting 
printed stationery and issuing circular letters, etc. Amount turned 
over was $25.00. The Board adopted as legal name for the Pub­
lishing Committee, National Baptist Publishing Board. It was 
also adopted that the President of the Board and Editor-in-Chief 
make the address to the public in the interest of the Publishing 
House.
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Rev. R. H. Boyd wt s allowed a salary of <800 a year as Corres­

ponding Secretary. The Correspouding Secretary, Rev. R. H. 
Boyd was required to nake monthly rep rts of the progress and 
condition of the work.

Board Members pre?
Jeter, E. C. Morris, J.
Griggs, (proxy), Texajs. Board adjourned.

ent: G. W. D. Gaines, Jos. A. Booker, J. A.
P. Robinson, Arkansas ; R. H. Boyd, A. R.

G. W. D. Gaines, Chairman. 
Jos. A. Booker, Secrepry. 

PUBLIS IF.RS PROPOSITION ACCEPTED.
ing been sent to Nashville, with power to

- •• •- ------- 1Rev. R. H. Boyd ha ring been sent to Nashville, with power to 
act, accepted the fo lo ring propositions from the following named 
publishers to do the mechanical work on the periodicals to be 
issued:

Brandon Printing Ccmpany, Nashville, Tenn.—To print 10,000 
Advanced Quarterlies $110; To print 2,000 Teachers for 840. 
Extra charges for desij 11 of covers and advertising pages. Allow­
ing till 15th of month here after to make payments.

University Press, Nashville, Tenn.—To print 10,000 Intermediate

, $110; To print 2,000 Teachers for 840. 
tn of covers and advertising pages. Allow- 
there after to make payments.

Quarterlies 8S5.00; 10,000 Primary Quarterlies, 885.00; 30,000 
Lesson Leaves, $19.50. Allowing till the 15th of the following 
month after publication to make settlement for same.

OFFICE REPORT, AUGUST 14, 1897.
Rev. R. H. Boyd submitted to the Secretary of the Board the fol­

lowing :
Collected from all sources 1st. quarter.
Collected from all sources 2nd quarter
Collected from all sources 3rd quarter.

< 983 72
1772 86
3107 71

Total collected first three quarters 
EXPENDED THE FOLLOWING.

1st quarter for salaries and expenses............................
2nd and 3rd quarters for printing, editorial work, sta­

tionery, etc... .............................................
'For Picture Cards and Bible Lesson Pictures...............

* * Bibles and other Book Stock..................................
'• Mailing, extra helps, i icidentals...........................
“ Travelling expenses, advertising and Missions...

>
Tott 1 Expenditures ... .

CIRCULATED THE FOI

Teachers...............

C Advanced. Qu arte -lies
Intermediate “ 
Primary “

$5864 29

f 976 12-

1748
49S
188

1177
1163 48

35
82
01
53

$5776 J9’
(lowing number of periodicals.

1.................................. 21.000
65,000 ;
35,000
45.000
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Lesson Leaves...................................... 165,000
Primary Lesson Leaves....................... 165,000
Picture Lesson Cards........................... 247,000
Bible Lesson Pictures.......................... 4.500 s
Children’s Day Programs.................... »20,000

Total number of Periodicals.... 746,500
G. W. D. Gaines, Chairman.

Jos. A. Booker, Rec. Sec’y,
< _w-R. H. Boyd, Cor. Sec’y.

BOARD RJMMtl.ATIONS.
The officers ofthe Board shall constitute the Executive Committee 

with such power and duties as the Board may direct.
The executive committee shall gather all needed information and 

statistics from state and district missionaries and from other de­
nominational leaders in all the States and Territories and ask co­
operation of all the churches, districts, States and Territories in 
the work of the Home Mission Board.

The duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be defined by 
the Executive Committee.

Nine (9) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.
The Corresponding Secretary shall keep letter-press copies of all 

important business letters.
The Board shall meet quarterly at such time and place as may 

’ have been agreed upon, or at the call of the Chairman.
The Executive Committee shall be required to make reports 

of all its actions, to the Home Mission Board, quarterly.
Rev. W. B. Johnson, D.D., Secretary of the Educational 

Board submitted his report which was approved after a 
short discussion.

The Special Committee through Rev. C. H. Clark, D.D., 
submitted the following report on the Virginia Grievance:

The Special Committee beg leave to submit the following: Since 
the matter referred to this committee concerning the communica­
tion received from the Virginia Brethren has been satisfactorily 
settled in committee room. Therefore be it resolved that we rec­
ommend to the convention, that a committee, consisting of the chair­
man and secretary of the new Foreign Mission Board, and the cor­
responding secretary of the convention be empowered to take such 
legal steps as are necessary to protect the property interest of this 
convention as derived from the Foreign Mission Convention of the 
United States of America.

We further recommend that a committe of one beappointed from 
each State, Territory and the District of Columbia who should dis­
trict the United States for the more economical prosecution of the 
Foreign Mission work.

;ers, W. B. Johnson, R. Kemp, 
J. W. Carr, G. R. Waller, M. 
A. T. Murphy, J. L. Cohran,

D. W. Wisher, Wm. Balay,
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Committee: E. K. Love, A. N. McEwen, A. W. Alexander, John

H. Frank, A. R. Griggs, C. H. Clark, Secretary.
The report was adopted.
The following committee was apponited an Districting the 

Country:
W. T. Coleman, J. C. Rog.

E. J. Fisher, J. F. Thornes, 
L. Copeland, J. H. Frank, 
A. W. Pegues, Wm. Troy 
W. A. Burch, H. C. Robinson, H. N. Jeter, W. H. C. 
Stokes, I. Toliver, D. Abner, Jr., A. Binga, Jr., L. T. 
Christmas, J. C. Daniels, B.

Upon recommendation of 
organization the officers were elected as on page 6.

Adjourned.

W. Farris.
the Committee on Permanent

Benediction 1 >y G. M. Moore.
AFTERNO JN SESSION.

PATRIOTIC MEETING.

dinner was sei:rved the delegates formed in 
|G. Shaw Veterans as an escort 
itnmon where with appropriate 
illiam Lloyd Garrtson, Wendell 

(Abraham Lincoln, Crispus At-

te streamers bearing the iuscrip- 
Addresses were made 

B. Johnson, D.D., Walter H.

Jessie Farrell—Saug patriotic

As soon as
procession with the Robert 
and marched to Boston C >1 
services the monuments of V' 
Phillips, Charles Sumner, . 
tucks and Robert G. Shaw ’ rare decorated with wreaths and 
garlands and with long whi 
tion “National Baptist Convention.” 
by E. C. Morris, D. D., W
Brooks, D.D., J. W. Duckery, B. W. Farris and others. 
Mrs. Wm. Scott and Miss Jessie Farrell—Sang patriotic 
airs.

After the exercises at lhe Shaw monument had con­
cluded the procession was formed again and marched through 
several of the principal strr ets of the city which was wit­
nessed by thousands of people.

The procession attracted Considerable attention and made 
a fine impression. There was some disappoimment in fail­
ing to reach the dock’in time to take the ride down the Bay, 
but the afternoon was pleasantly spent by the delegates in 
visiting points of interest.
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EVENING SESSION.
The Convention met at 8 o’clock p. m.» with Rev. J. A. 

Taylor, Vice President in the chair.
Rev. J. L. Dart, of South Carolina, conducted devotional* 

services.
The session was devoted to Educational questions when 

addresses were made by Rev. C. L. Puree, D.D., of Ken­
tucky, J. L. Dart, of South Carolina, J. M. Waldron, of 
Florida, G. L. P. Talliaferro, of Pennsylvania, D. Abner,

* Jr., of Texas, and Mrs. Wm. Scott, of Missctin.
The appointments for Sunday services were made and the 

Convention adjourned with benediction by Rev. C. E. 
Waller.

SUNDAY SERVICES.

Ebenezer church was crowded on Sunday morning to hear 
the Denominational Sermon. The opening services were 
conducted by Revs. C. H. Clark. D.D., and E. K. Love, 
D.D. Rev. C. H. Parrish, D.D., preached a splendid ser­
mon from Text Mat. 3:4-2, and xvi:i6 Theme “Denomina­
tional origin and Progress.”

At Tremont Temple at 2 o’clock every seat was taken 
and hundreds were turned away—fully 5,000 people being 
present. Revs. R. Spiller, D. D., and S. H. Witherspoon 
conducted devotional services. The opening address was 
made by Rev. C. .T. Walker, D.D., of Augusta, Ga. It 
was an eloquent plea for the mission work. Short addresses 
were made by Revs. R. L. Stewart and R. A. Jackson, 
missionaries from Africa. This meeting was a feature of 
the Convention and besides the collection of $365.00 it was 
very impressive. At the evening meeting Ebenezer church 
was again crowded and Prof. G. W. Hayes, of Lynchburg, 

“Va., gave a scholarly address on “Higher Education.”
SIXTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.

Boston, Mass., Monday, Sept. 20, 1897.
The Convention met at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., with Presi­

dent Morris in the chair.
Revs. J. H. Thompson and R. A. Jackson conducted de­

votional exercises.

The reading of the minutes was dispensed with.
Rev. T. J. Searcy, of Tennessee, read a paper on “The 

Providence of God in Negro Slavery” and Mrs. Daisey E. 
Harvey, of Tennessee, read apaperon “The Five Talents.”

Upon recommendation of the committee the Second Bap­
tist church, Kansas City, Mo., was selected as the place of 
meeting for 1898. •

The Committee on Districting the Country submitted its 
report.

Pending consideration the Convention adjourned with 
benediction by Rev. C. P. M. Bigbee.

/ AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention met at 3:30 o’clock, p. m., with Presi­
dent Morris in the chair.

Revs. H. N. Jeter, W. F. Graham and R. A. Jackson con­
ducted devotional exercises.

Consideration was resumed of the report of the Com­
mittee on Districting the Country and it was tabled.

President Chas. F. Meserve, of Shaw University, Raleigh, 
N. C., upon invitation addressed the Convention, which was 
followed by an address from Prof. Jas. R. E. Dee, of 
Texas, upon the work of the B. Y. P. U.

On motion 6f Rev. W. A. Burch, D.D., the plan of work 
proposed in the address of Prof. Lee was approved and com­
mended to the favor of the denomination.

The Statistical report was submitted by Rev. S. N. Vass, 
iptician and approved.

■ given to the Baptist Press Association dur- 
•Rev. W. J. White, D. D., presided and short 

AVCIC made by Revs W. M. Alexander, W.B. John- 
1., L G. Jordan. A. N. McEwen and Bro. Wm.

. srewait.Adjourne 1 with benediction by Rev. A. N. McEwen.
The Convention met at 7:3c p with 1 ’

j.iun.j in the chair.
Revs. J. W. Webb, O. S. Simms and G. W. Goode con­

ducted devo
Addresses on

A. M., Stati
An hour was giv 

ing which ti ne 
addresses w^re 
son, D.D., 
H. Stewart.!

dent Morris]

,o o’clock, p. m., with Presi- 
lin the chair.

jonal services.
the Foreign Mission Work were made by
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Revs. R. L. Stewart, John Tale, Joseph Brooks, John 
Chilemwe, R. A. Jackson and Mrs. A. Hall missionaries 
from Africa.

Mrs. Lou Ratcliffe, of Nashville, Tenn., sang “Take this 
Bible to the Heathen.”

A collection of $25.10 was raised.
Adjourned with benediction by Rev. G. L. P. Talliafer^o.

SEVENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.
Boston, Mass., Tuesday, Sept. 21, 1897.

The Convention met at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., with President 
Morris in the chair.

Revs. M. L. Copeland, of Kansas, A. E. Edwards, of Ten­
nessee and W. A. Burch, D.D., of Pennsylvania? conducted 
devotional exercises.

The minutes were read and approved.
The following communication from Mrs. Mary E. Stearns 

widow of the late Geo. L. Steams was read and on motion 
spread upon the minutes.

Cambridge, Mass., Sept., 21, 1897.
Rev. E. C. Morris, Presuient of the National Baptist Convention:

Dear Sir:—Mrs. Geo. L. Stearns widow of Major Geo. L. Stearns, 
requests the National Baptist Convention or its representatives in­
cluding yourself, to visit the old homestead of Geo. L. Stearns.

Mr. Stearns did more in furnishing means that the slaves might 
be liberated than any man recorded in history. It was at this place 
many slaves found a place of refuge and the martyr John Brown 
spent his last nights before his capture

It is here, you will be able to look on the very carpet upon which 
he trod.

This same spirit of charity is still living in the heart of the 
widow.

Very respectfully yours,
Mrs. Mary E. Stearns.

The following petition was read and laid on the table un­
til the first day of the next annual session :

petition.
To the members of the National Convention :

Greeting :
Whereas, In our judgement we are impressed with the fact that 

the African Mission work can be more successfully prosecuted 
by districting the United States, and

United States of America to grant the following States,

, New York, Deleware, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, District of Columbia 
to organize themselves into a separate district to prose- 

m Mission Work in Africa auxiliary to the National Con- 
1 their reports be incorporated in the annual reports of

Virginia; A. M. Lewis, Pennsylvania; L. J. Montague, Wm. 
: .nder, Maryland: R H. Bowling, J. W. Webb, D. C., J. E.

Whereas, We desire harmony among the brother-hood; there­
fore we humbly petition you the members of the National Conven­
tion of the
North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, 
Conneticut, 
permission 
cute Foreigi 
vention an
the National Body.

Respecrfully submitted,
J. L Barksdale, W. M. Most, P. F. Morris, A. Binga, Jr., P. R. 

Berkeley, William T. Hall, G. L. P. Taliferro, G. W. Goode, Alex­
ander Truitt, J. I. Loving. H. D. Waring, M. D. Williams, J. A. 
Taylor, A Is. Thomas, Walter H. Brooks, H. N. Jeter R. Spiller,
L. T. Christmas, G. B. Howard, Pennsylvania, Rev. H. E. Dully, 
New York, P. H. Evans, Virginia; C. R. Champ, D. C., W. Bishop 
Johnson,/G. R. Waller, O. S. Simms, Pennsylvania, H. C. Robinson 
Pennsylvania; Alexander Gordon, Geo. E. Morris, New Jersey; Wm 
A. Buren. Pennsylvania; J. H A. Cyrus, W. F. Graham, W. H. 
Griffin, 1
M. Alex
Jones, I , W. Wisher, New York, City.

The
was approved as was a
South Carolina denouncing the fearful evil of Lynching.

otion it was ordered to prepare a list of life and an­
nual Members to be published -in the minutes.

T 2 Committee on Temperance submitted its report 
whi 1 was approved as follows :

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.
„ we need more real temperance, can be fully attested on every 

ha^d, because in the last years of the nineteenth century, we find 
th^t strong drink is raging, and that wine is a mocker—and those 
deceived thereby are not wise, so that as Christians, we urge that 
more active steps be taken, to foster the temperance cause of the 
blessed Master.

Realizing that:
1. If the church members of these United States would forsake 

the use of strong drink, it would have a sufficient set back, to 
strengthen our cause, not only in this country, but, throughout the 
world.

2. Practical religion, teaches practicle effect, more than spas­
modic arousements, so that, if the church of the true living God

Committee on Resolutions submitted its report which 
resolution of Rev. J. L. Darf of
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arouses from lethragy, and be true to her profession, we will have a 
grand reformation in the interest of temperance.

3. We recommend that, the fourth Sabbath in November in each 
year, be set apart as a Memorial Temperance Day throughout this 
countrv, urging every church and Sabbath-school to make a suit­
able programme for their convenience.

4. That, special prayer be offered at the annual sessions of this 
body in the interest of this worthy cause.

Respectfully submitted,
J. L. Barksdale, Chairman.

The following report of the Treasurer was submitted by the^ec- 
retary and approved:

Chicago, III., Sept. 1st, 1897.
R. DeBaptiste, Treas.
In account with National Baptist Convention, Dr.
To amount received at the Convention at St. Louis..........$1,816.47

DISBURSED.

To Foreign Mission Board.......................................f 1,062.49
** Educational Board................................................... 25.00
*f Home Mission Board................................................ 25.00
“ Baptist Magazine for 10 shares of stock................... 50.00
“ Rev. E. C. Morris, President, Expenses............... 16.40
“ Rev. S. N. Vass, Statistician.....................................25.00
“ David Mosely Sexton.................................................. 7-5°

‘ Chas. Stewart, Stenographer...................... 20.00
“ R. R. Ticket for Rev. John Tule............................. 18.75
“ Wm. H. Steward, Secretary, Expenses..................   .15.10
“ H. B. Crole & Co., Printing................................... ...5.00
“ Wm. H. Steward, Secretary........................................50.00
“ A. W. Moss, Texas......................................................20.13
»* Mrs. L. M. Luke, Special Collection......................... 12.90
“ Mrs. J. J. Coles “ “ ..........................12.90
“ Express Charges...........................................................2.50
“ Printing 3,000 Minutes............................................. 225.00
“ A. F. Grant, Printing Circulars........................ 2.00
“ Postage, Stationery, Exchange, etc...........................1S.40
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After arranging the programme for the evening session at 

'Tremont Temple the Convention adjourned with benedic­
tion by Rev. Johnson W. Hill.

EVENING session.
The closing session which was a Missionary Meeting was 

called to order in Tremont Temple at 7:30 o’clock, p. m., by 
President E. C. Morris.

Every seat w’as taken when the choir sang the opening 
an mem.

Rev. P. F. Morris, D.D., of Virginia, offered prayer.
Eulogies on Rev. M. Vann, of Tennessee, was delivered 

by Rev. W. G. Parks, of Tennessee, and on Rev. Geo. F. 
A. Johns who died in Africa by; Rev. J. H. Frank, of Ken­
tucky.

Snort addresses were made by Revs. C. S. Morris, W. H. 
Brooks, D.D., G. C. Lorimer, D.D., N. E. Wood—Bates 
and Seargent Carney.

A peries of Resolutions offered by Rev. W. B. Johnson,
D.D. ’, thanking the Governor, Mayor, the churches and 
the people of Boston for courtesies shown the Convention 
were adopted.

Mrs. Wm. Scott, of Missouri, sang “Let it Wave.”
The collection for missions was then taken and turned 

•over t0 the Foreign Mission Board.
Adjourned with benediction by Rev. E. K. Love, D. D.

Total.......................................................................... $1,611.07
Received................................................................... $1,816.47
Expended.....................................................................1,611.07

Balance in Treasury....................................................$205.40
The Finance Committee through Rev. L. L. Campbell 

reported the total amount collected during the session to be 
$1,454.47 which was approved.



Roll of Membership.

A. J. Stokes, D. D.
J. T. Brown
W. C. Bradford

E. C. Morris, D. D.
A. Hr Miller
J. E. Knox
J. C. Rodgers
J. R. Bennett

Alabama.
P. S. L. Hutchins
A. N. McEwen

Arkansas.
J. P. Robinson
W. A. Holmes
J. M. Harris
C. Harptfr
I. H. Screws

W. T. Coleman
F. E. McCromlne

G. W. D. Gaines
J. T. Scott
P. R. Neal
J. A. Jeter
Mrs. J. P. Robinson

A. C. Powell
Connecticut.

W. N. Morton J. W. Anderson
District of Columbia.

W. H. Brooks, D. D. C. R. Champ 
W. B. Johnson, D. D. J. A. Taylor

Geo. W. Lee, D. D.

J. W. Carr, 
J. R. Raynir

J. F. Thomas

S. E. Smith, (D. D.
C. H. Parrish, D. D.
J. W. Clark \
Mrs. Louisa Sloore 
Mrs. D. A. G^ddie 
G! M. Moore '

A. J. Horton 
Alex. Oliver, Jr.
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Indiana.

Mrs. J. W. Carr
J. J. Blackshear

Illinois.
J. E. Ford

Kansas

M. L. Copeland

Kentucky.
J. H. Frank
J. E. Wood
C. P. M. Bigbee 
Miss Emma Lewis 
Mrs. S. E. Smith 
J. F. Wilson

Louisiana.
G. B. Duncan 
(■^ C. Cassimere

B. Farrell

E., A. Wilson

D. A. Gaddie, D. D.
G. W. Ward
Wm. H. Steward

* Mrs. M. E. Steward
V Mrs. J. H. Frank

Prince Alberts 
H. R. Flynn

H. C. Bailey
Miss Eloise Burch
C. H. Frazier
J. Gardner Ross

Florida.
G. W. Raiford
G. W. Rosier
J. B. Hankison
F. H. Faulks

Maryland.

Georgia.

M. S. G. Abbott
C. Brewer
C. M. Vaught
J. Milton Waldron

H. Johnson, D D. 
Alex. Fambertand

W. M. Alexander 
Joseph Mason

Massachusetts.

G. R. Waller

D. S. Klugh
J. J. Durham, D. D.
W. J. White, D. D.
G. M. Sprattling
N. G. McNeal
E. P. Johnson
L. F. O’Bryant
Chas. Williams
Cyrus Brown
Mrs. A. Delannatto 
Mrs. Geo. Gibbons 
Mrs. Ella James

C. L. Walker. D. D.
E. J. Fisher. D. D.
E. K. Love, D. I). [
J. A. McNeal
D. L. Harris
H. Way
P. S. L. Hutchins
W. M. Gray
S. L. More

Aj's. Staley 
Monson

John Williams
J. W. Whitehead
J. F. Hughes 
W. R. Forbes 
Gad S. Johnson 
Lewis Williams 
A. Ellis, D. D.

C. S. Morris A. W. Adams
E. H. McDonald J. W. Hill
W. W. Ryan Annie Robinson
Mrs. Hattie Robinson Sarah Williams 
Charlotte McCluney N. G. Gashings

B. W. Farris 
H. Hopes 
J. B. Seldon 
Martha Bush

Miss Hattie Eskridge Miss A. C. Jemison
Mrs. Matilda Tatnell Mrs. Ella Harris
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N. T. Thomas
A. Tigue

H. Robinson
S. E. Piercy

Mississippi.
C. P. Jones
J. L. Harris

Missouri.
S. W. Bacote
F. McKinney

A. T. Murphy

J. L. Cohran 
Mrs. Wm. Scott



New Jersey.
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Tennessee.

A. G. Young.
E. Jennings 
Mrs. M. Johnson 
W. M. Sample

P. H. Matthews G. E. Morris
L. W. Smith MrsW.E.Whimbleton
Mrs. Isabella Shipley Wm. Troy

W. T. Dixon 
H. E. Duers 
G. W. Bailey

New York.

L. J. Montague
C. L. Farris
D. W. Wisher

Granville Hunt 
R. I. Gaines

C. S. Brown
C. F. Meserve 
Luke Pierce 
P. F. Mallory

North Carolina.

J. A. Whitted
S. H. Witherspoon
J. Allen Kirk
S. N. Vass

A. W. Pegues
G. W. Johnson
C. C. Somerville

Wm. Haynes 
E. M. Lawrence 
T. J. Searcy 
W. J. McMichael 
W. G. Parks 
H. C. Owen 
Allen Fuqua 
W. H. Hurd 
T. H. Schott 
W. H. Whitton 
A. L. Bartlet 
J. H. Woods 
Mrs. D. E. Harvey

“ R. J. Ratcliffe 
*• Carrie Young

Jas. M. Mason
A. E. Edwards 
W. E. Clemens 
W. S. Ellington 
J. B. Miller
W. F. II. Morgan 
Wm. Morgan 
P. J. Jackson
B. J. Petty 
H. Harris 
N. H. Pius

E. F. Dennis
C. H. (’lark, D. D. 
W. H. C. Stokes 
A. L. Hall, M. D. 
H. Smith

S. L. Nolan 
A. L. Black 
J. H. Roberts
E. C. Garter
F. Thomas

Mrs. M. C. Kenney Mrs. E. A. Eastman 
** Francis Parker “ M. P. Harris 

*' Mary Patton “ L. M. Isaacs

. Ohio.
R. D. Phillips Miss Mary Webb

Pennsylvania.

G. W. Goode, B. D. 
Geo. Hayes, A. M. 
J. E. Jones, D. D. 
Wm. M. Moss, B. D 
P. H. Graves
H. Truatt
W. S. Holland

Virginia.
P. F. Morris, D. D.
W. F. Graham
Henry Williams, D. D. R. Spiller. D. D.
W. T. Hall ---------- — “
R. H. Bowling
H. H. Warring

M. D. Williams
A. Binga, D. D.

H. S. Thomas
A. S. Thomas
E.W. Merchant, B.D.

W. H. Phillips, D. D. 
O. S. Simms 
J. S. Trower 
H. C. Robinson 
Martha Ricks 
F. G. Warrick

J. L. Barksdale 
G. L. P. Talliaferro 
E. W. Johnson 
Florence Fletcher 
Jennie Barber 
W. A. Burch, D. D.

A. Gordon
G. B. Howard
E. W. Moore
R. R. Berkley
L. G. Jordan

West Virginia.

C. H. Payne. D. D. D. Stratton L. T. Christmas

No list of delegates was furnished from Texas, and in several 
States the list is riot official.

J. H. Purch 
M. J. Ford

Rhode Island.
H. N. Jeter
G. W. Fowler

Wm. Winston

South Carolina.
J. C. Daniels
J. L. McCoy
P. A. Callahan
A. C. Osborn 
Mrs.’M. L. Raiford

J. C. Jackson H. M. Raiford
A. R. Robinson J. F. Marshall 
J. P. Brockenton P. P. Watson 
R. Carroll R. W. Baylor
Miss Nellie Dobbins J. L. Dart



New England States 
and Del.,N.J.,N.Y.

Pennsylvania..........
Maryland.................. j
District of Columbia
Virginia............ .'...!
West Virginia.........
Kentucky ................
Tennessee...............
North Carolina........ j
south Carolina........ 1
Georgia......................;
Florida...................... j
Alabama.................
Mississippi................
Louisiana.................
Texas........................
Arkansas .... 1.........
Ohio........................... I
Indiana...................... |
Illinois ...................... i
Michigan....... . ........
Minnesota................. ■
Missouri.................... !
Kansas.....................
Nebraska.................
Oklahoma Territory 
California.........
Colorado --------
Indian Territory 
Iowa

1states.

Conventions

169 307j$ 430,000

30
300

2.50

| 3
29 10,0751 

° 46.
544 .
850 450
977 445

2 2

3 
15 

■47!
39 

,36
64 
10

i 69 
87 
26 
63 
30
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632 ..
1640 ..
380 ... 

1050: .. 
1403 1723 
1007 1655
1000;

7(H)
230
loo!

64

107 
28 
30! 
44

1236
49 

650, 
500

1260 
947 

195(1
384 

1264 
1841! 
1018! 
16O5| 
994| 
140:
59 
701 
20

, 420010 310

10

8
92
20

Totals ..

181
6

101

265,300; 396
154,675 339, 
600 000 3C3 ..... —.

1,3481570 4,291 2,01212,328
90,000 250 50j 1

300,000 2,000 500 . 
inn nnn 2.000 300!

3.000 1,500 
2,003 l,29i$ * 
13658 9,396

338 
8.819 
5,523 
8,435 
5,336
1,110

350 
500
430 602
300 ....

300.000 
386,730 
580,556 

1.203,934 
145,122 
476,891
394,000 
231.247 
741,030

2,000 300

132,200 
86,000 

226,758 
191,000 

380 
404,750 
120,000 

1,200

50,000
35.000

4,000
26,000

154!
300 •JOO1

328
5,952

300 
4<K> 

3,697
1,802

200

1,002 
o,693 

244 
4,468 

300 
500 

3,456 
84^ 
1(KI

14,771 $ 9,262,449 49987 
I

302 266

41518 
4.511 
7,906 

2B.000 
21K,616; 

/5,800l 
T5,000' 

M4.186 
160.000 
131,946

/ i), 196 
/170,333 
/198,654 
I 110,793 

125,644 
63,827 
15. (XX) 
8,000 
6,044 

f 4,000 
230 

30.000 
10,000 

375 
4,000 

900 
600 

2,600 
900

1,728,534

94 00 
139 85 
233 50 
200 00 
713 43
40 00 

1.500 (KI 
1.671 65 
2.379 42 

863 35 
1,906 09 

569 59 
1,188 47 
2,024 99 

700 00 
6,738 29 

700 00

366 73

1,563 06

1,563 06

9

100 50 
100 00 

4,700 00
8 20 

l.(KM> (KI 
800 00 

2,000 (K> 
549 00 
234 00 
85 65 

1,961 72 
1,000 00 
4.751 00 
2.323 08 
4,000 00

1,000 00
228 (X)
380 80 

1,000 00 
1,592 07

700 96
100 (KI
200 (X)
332 20 

1,776 59 
2.000 00

100 00 
1,000 00

500 00 
i.qoo oo 
1,831 73 
1,000 00

1,103 75 
424 8.7 
711 06 

1,300 00 
7,005 50 

749 24 
2,(MX) 00 
2,671 
5,711
3,188 
5,906 

655
4,150 
8,024 99 
6.451 00 

10.893 10
5,700 00

65
62
94
09

19

16 75

606 19

825,272 48 826,302 84

421 34 804 79

1,115 70 3,384 96

816,279 37 867,854 69
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107 304 3,077 1896
24 203 3.720 1896
26 249 3,000 .. 1896
44 450 6,500 1894

530 2.G01 34,791 z 32,000 500 1897
28 149 1.086 1896

333 1,850 16,800 2 30,030 320 1897
500 800 50.000 1 20.000 193 1897
765 2,347 48.743 10 16,800 226 1896
757 3.39 > 42,753 1896
352 1X12 14,416 2 10.020 224 1896

88 300 3,416 1 8,000
21,500

160 1896
590 1,018 20,145 2 394 1897
527 687 13,365 9 15.000 35 1897
849 1.378 25,466 8 19.400 IX)8 189-5
439 1,177 16,824 3 45,000 514 1896
183 409 8,736 4 35.000 450 1896
136 1,100 7.400 1 20.000 1894

45 300 4,(XX) 1894
100 500 3.500 .. . <-■ 1896
20 290 2.600 1894

28 133i .. 1894
130 1.062 7.609 1 13,000 96 1896
145 700 6.350 ..

5 13 350! .. 1894
48 490i 2.300 . 1894
12 1(M) 600; . . 1894

B 61 500 .. 1894
125 1,509 .. 1894
l(>0 890 1894

6725
i ■

23,108 370770 38
■

$365,720 4,335 -

■


