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CONSTITUTION

“OF THR

ational Baptist Convention.

‘Whereas, 1t |g the sense of the colared Baptlets of the Unitad States
America, convenad in the city of Atlanta, Ga., Beptamber 38th, 1495,
the severa! organlzations known ap “The Baptiet Foreign Mismian

onvention of the United States of America,” hltherta engagod In mis

bn work on the West Coast of Africa; “The Natlonal Raptiet Convan.

n,” which haa been engaged in mieslon work in the United States of

merica; and the “Natlona]l Baptist Educational Conventlan,” which

s sought to look after the educatlonal interest, that the Interest of
s kingdom of God requires that the several bodiem ahova namaj
ould unite It ana body. Therefora we do now rgree to adopt the fol-

wing Conatitutian.

ARTICLE 1,

Name.

Thiz body Bhall be known and atyled “The Natlonal Baptlet Conven®
m of the United States of America”

ARTICLE 11,

The Objact,

The object of this Convention ghall be ta do mimsion work In the
nited Htates of Amerlca, {n Africa, and elsewhere abrawd. 1o fosler
& cayge of educatlon and to promote the ublration and circulation
raligioun literature,

ARTICLE [If.

Membership.
The memberehlp of this Convention shall ba Represcoiative, Lits
d Aonual. (1) Repregentative. Any orthodax Missiouary Baptiat
irch, Sunday kchool, mlssl y soclety, distrlct and general associ-
on, Bunday srhool convention and Stata canvention may he¢ome an-
1 members hy paylog fiva dollars for every mesgenger representing
h crganization. The money ta be pafd for representatian by the
ove-naried bodiea may be paid tn any cne of the Correnponding fao
ariea of any of the Boarde far the objects of the work fastered-hy
Convention at any time durfog the year. (2) Life. Any ona In goed
ding in any regular Miastopary Baptlst choreh may hecome a iffa
mber by the payment af Twenty Dollara at tha tima of earallment,
Pive Dollarn for four eonsacutive years. (8) Annuel, Any ona whod
4 member of a regular Mieslonary Baptist chureh 1n good standing
¥ become an annual member by the payment of One Dollar sonually.

ARTICLE IV.
Officers.

Fhe afficers of this Convention ahell ba a Prenident, one Vice Preai-
nt from each Ftate and Territory rapresented, s Haecording and an
3




MINUTES,

Aspistant Recording Becretary, s Statistical Secretary a Tressurer
and Bn Auditor, »ll of whom ehall be elected annvaliy and hold their
officer until their succepaors are chomen,

ARTICLE V.

Duties of Oficers.

The Presldent or any cne of the Vica Prosldents sball preside at ul}
meetings of the Conventlon. The Vice Presldenta aball represent tha
|ntereata of the Convention and the Boarde in thejr respective taton
and Territories, !n co-aperaijon with the Btate Boards, State Canven-
tions and State Misslonaries.

The Recording Becretary ahall keep g fafthful racord of the procead-
inge of the annual meeting, compile and distrtbute the minutes of the

annue] proceedlogs, apd ehall see that minutes are ment to all mem- -

bera, whether they be Representative, Life or Annual,

The Treasurer shall recelve all maney brought up to or collected at
the annual meeting of the Conventlon, and phail, by order of the
Canvention, turn over the same to the Treapurerz of the different
Boards in accordence with the object ftor which the maney was brought
up 1o the Conveniion, or collected at the Canvention. The Conventlon
shall, bowever, order the payment of any billa or other expensea con:
nerted with the annual meeting before the Treasurer of the Conven-
vention turns over the money to the Treaeurers of the Boarde. The
Convention shall eay how all undeslgaated funds shall be used.

The Treaaurer of the Convention shall make an annual report ta tha
Convention of all mopey paid out hy him—ta whom, for what and the
smounts turned over to the Treasurers of the Boards.

The Statistical Secretary shall gather the statletice of the denoms
ination from year 1o year and Ip #xpected to make them as full as pos
aldle.

The Auditor ehall nudlt the accounta of the Boarde and the Tream |

urer of tha Conventjon. He shall be allowed tour dollars per day mnd
travallng expensep while engaged in the diacharge of hls dutles, thg
same to be paid by the respective Hoards.

ARTICLE V1.
Management.

The Convention shgll elect Bt each annual meeting a Fareign Mis-
sion, a Home Misalon, en Educatlonal, & H, Y. P. 1. and other Boards,
a8 may he deemed neceseary from time to tlme, and-these Boards ahall
continue in office until a2 new election.

The Hoarde shall consist of pne member from each Btate or Terrl
tory represenied in the Conventlon. Each Hoard sbail have s Presi-
dent, Vice Presldent, Recording Saecretary, Tremsurer and Correspond-
Ing Secrelary.

The Reeording Secretary of each Board shall keep a fajthtul record
of all the meetings of the Board, and of the Executlve Committea of
the Board-

The Treasurer of each Board shall receive and diaburae alli manay o1
the Board. He shall keep a record of ull money recelved and disbursed.
He shal]l bold all deeds, bequests or cther preperty of the Board he la
Treasnrer of, apd his hool:s shall ha open to the inmpection of any
member of the Coaventlon or of the Board. No money shall be paid out
vxcept by order of the Roard from whose Treasurer it 1a to be drawn.

The Correrponding Secretary of each Roard ehall condust the cor-
reapondence of the Board of which he ia Secretary. He phall have
the general management of the work of the Board, but shall ba subject
to such rules and regulations ae the Board may think hest to make for
the management of the work.
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afficers of each Board, together with twa others elected by each
ehalé capatitute an Executive Committee of each Board. They
be convenlently located sg that they may bave monthly meatingw
meet oftener. Each Board shall hold guarteriy meetinga and
bave power to make auch rules and rsgulationa for the manage
al its bualness and Its afficera as they may think best. To each
#hall he committed durtng the recass of the Convent{on the en-
management of all the aftaire relating to the abject with whoms
Bats It shall he charged, all of which management sball be In atriey
dance with the conetltutions] provlsions adopted by the Convan-
and auch other instructions as may be givan by the Conventlon
time to time.

ch Board shall have power to make such compenestion to lta Car-
ponding Secretary and Treasurer s they thimk righé
he Hoarde ehall require such e¢curity from thelr Treasurers as they
ok hest, ' Each Board shall make an annual report to the Conven-
n af all mission, educational and publication work done hy them
ng the year; the number of missionaries employed; thelr flelds of
bor; the charecter of work doue by each ane; the snlary pald each
reoh, and receipts and disbureementa af all money during the year,

ARTICLE VIIL
Qualifications.

1 ngents, miaslanaries, district, feild and corresponding asecrats
§ employed by the RBoards of thie Convention mudt he members af
ho regular Baptist church in union with the churches composing
«Conventlon, - They must, previous ta their appointment, fornish
pfactory evidence of genuine piety, fervent xaal In the Master's

¢, and talante which fit them far the servizs for which they are in

mployed.
ARTICLE viiL

Annual Meetings.

e Conveation shall hold annual meetings at such time and place
may determine; but should anything occur to prevent the sannual
Dg at tha time and place appolnted, the Boarde may arrange the
and place, and publish the same ta tha denamination.

. Amendments.

'his Constitution may be eltered or amended at any regulay ‘meeting
the Convention by a twa$hirde vota of the mambera present, pro-
ed the proposed alteratlons or amendments mre presented on the
t day of the sesajon and voted 1pon on the lakt day of che mewslan
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OFFICIAL PROGRA M.

WEDNESDAY, SBEPTEMBER 16.—Maruing Semalon.

:00-~Cglled ta order by the President.
Devotional Exerciges, Rev. D. B. Klough, Frincetan, N, J.; Rer.
I. H. Hampton, Rugsellville, Ala.
9:30—Addresges of Welcome— {To be arranged)
:00—Response—Rev. H. M, Willlams, D. D, 8herman, Toexas.
20—Enrollment of Messengers,
30—Collection. Adjournment.

Wedneaday Afternoom.

:00--Song Service. Devotional exercises: Rev. . 8. Broadoax,
Thomeaville, Ga.; Rev. G. W. Dixon, Aurom, Iil

:16—Report Commitiee on Enrollment.

:00—Annual Addreas of Président E. C. Morrie.

:00—Iatroductory Remurks, Rev. Jno. H. Frank, D, D, Chalrman
Forelgn Miseion Board.

:30—-Report of Foreign Mieslan Board, Rev. L. G. Jotdan, D. D,
Corresponding Secretary. .

:00—QGreetinge of our Missionaries from Forelgn Fields,

:30—Collection. Adjournment.

Wednesday Night.

:30—8ong Service. Devotlons: Rev. P. H. Kennedy, D. D.,, Hender
gon, Ky.; Rev. H. B. N. Brown, Alexandria, La.

:00—Anaus] Sermon {Forelgn Mlaslon) Rev. Jos. A. Rooker, D. D.,
Littls, Rock, Ark. Huhject: “Materfal and Spiritual Alm in
Our Migalonary Efforts.” Alternate, Rev. E. P. Johnsomn, At-
[anta, Ga Collection, Adjournment.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17—Mornlag Semalan.

:30—8ong Service; Devotions: Rev. 1. H. Vanllen, Wichita, Kan.;
Rev. B. 8. Jonea, Guthrie, Okla
:30—Addreen, “The Flelds Where Our Workers are Employad” {ten
minutes each): Weat Indlea, J. B. Bullock; South Ameries,
Rev. J. W. Anderson; Waeaat Africa Rev, B T. Flahback;
South Africa, Rev. J. J. Blackehear; Eaat Coentral Africa, Rev.
‘W. G. Parka,
10:20—Addrean, “Systematic Plap for Raising Money tor Missions”
Rav, J. F. Thomuas, Chicago, 1L

(18)




ié MINUTES.

10: 36— Address, *The Clalma of the Darkér Racas upon the American
Negro tor Rellglous Uplifting,” Rer. J. P, Gregory, Heddos
fleld, N. J.

10-G0—Address, "Prayer an Indispsnsable Factor Ilu Foreign Misales
Work,” Rev, C, L. Fisher, D. D., Birmingham, Ala

11:06—Addrees, "Ths Outgoing Mtesjonaries, and Wbhat Next," Rew.
8. E. Griggs, B. D, Nasbville, Tenn.

11:20—Prayer for Forelgn Missjona,

11:30—Adopllon ol the Report of the Forelgn Misalon Board.
[niroduction of Fralernsl Mceesengers.

12:30—Colleclion. Adjvnroment,

Thursday Afternoon.

2:00—Song Service, Devations: Rev. J. D. Rouse, D. D., Evanaville,
Ind.. Rev. F. 1, Wowdard, Navaeota, Texas.

2:20—]ntroductory Remarke, Rev, J. P. Robinsop, A. B., Chalrman
Home Blsslon Board

2:36—Rcport of tbe Home Mlselon Board, by Dr. R, H. Boyd, Cor
responding Secretary.

3:36—Address, "The claims of the Home Mlealon Work upon the
Churches of the Natlanal Conventiton,” Rev. W. A. Mitchell,
San Dlego, Cal.

3:50—Addrese, “Systematin Sunday School Mlaslanary Work and lta
Relatlon 10 the Denomipation,” Rev, 8. N. Vaas, D. D., Ha
lelgh, N. C.

4:05—Netter faclllilee Tor Our Publiahing House,” Dr. C. H. Clark,
Naghy|

4:20- Addresa—"The Relatlon of lhe Publishing Houvse 1o the De
nomination ” Rev. B. W. Farrle, Boston, Maas.

4:36—Address, “Denominational Literaiure of the Future Genera-
tion,” Rev. W. H, Brookse., ). D.. Washington, D. C.

4:60—Geperal Rusineas.

E:80—Collectlon. Adjournment,

Thuraday Night.

7:00—Song Service; Devollons: Rev, A, A. Cosey, Clarkedale, Mias.;
ltev. J. B. Lake, Pensacola, Fla,

7.30—Address, “The Need of a More Systematic Home Misslop
Work n the Uniled States,” Rev. P. S. L. Hutchlina, Columbue
Qa.

3:00—Sermon (Home Miasion) he Irrepreeaible Corflict,” Rev. A.

Barbour, Galveeton, Texas; aliernate, Rev. J, C. Tobin, Unlon,
8. C.

Collection. Adjournment.
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FRIDAY, BEPTEMBER, 18.—Morning 8Besslon,

9:00—Song Service. Devotlona; Rev. M. W. Withere, Minnsapalln,
Minn.; Rev. J. Qordon McPheraon, Seattle, Waab.

9:20—General Business.

10:00—Discunsion of the Home Misgion and Publication Boarde' ré
port as follows: (Flve-minute speechea each.)

10:00—{1) “The Flald Work of the Home Miseion Bosré and I[ts
Results,” Rev. Wm. Beckham, D. D.

10:06— (%) “The Financial Conditlon and Needs as Shown by the
Report,” Rev. C. H. Parrieb, D. D., Louisville, Ky.

10:10—(8) “Tha Literary and Publication Work of the Home Mis
slan Board," Rev. C. M. Cartwright, Edenlon, N. C.

10:16—¢4) “Children's Day " Rev. L. J. Green, Florence, Als.

,0:20—(6) “Blble Day,” Rev. J. L. Cohron, Bt. Loula, Mo,

10:30—(6) “Why tbe Denomination Sbould Support the Publlcation
Work of the Board,” Rev. P, Digga, Calvert, Texas.

10:35—Adaption of the report of the Home Mlzsion Board.

10:50—Introductory Remarks, Rev. N. H. Plus, Chbairman National
B. Y. P. U. Board.

11:00—Report of' tbe Natloral B, Y. P. U. Board, Dr. E. W. D. [aaac,
Corresponding Secratary.

12:00-—Collectlan, Adjourpment,

Friday Afternosn.

2:00—8apg Service. Devotiona: Rev. C. B. Brown, Merlanns Ark,;
Rev, F. L. Lights, Houston, Texas. .
2:20—(eneral Business.

2:30—Addresa, “Avxiliary Movements ag Alda In Baptist Churches/’
Rev. J. J. Jackeon, Columbus, Ohio.

2:46~-Addreas, "The Advance of Baptist Doctrines, Essentinl 10 the
Growth of Baptist Churches,” Rev. R, C. Fox, Pittsburg Pa

3:00—Addrees, "Relations of Sentiment and BEducation i the 8ys -
tem of Christianlty,” Rgv. A. C. Powell, New Haven, Cong.,

3:16—Addresas, "How to Develop the Spiritual Activitiee of our
Young People,” Rey J. F. Blair, Broaklyn, N. Y.

3:30—Address, “How to lncrease the Attendance of Young Men at
Church Services," Rev. L. C. 8mon, Opelousas, La.

3:45—Adoption of the Report Natlonal B, Y. P. U. Board.

4:00—Ceneral Buainess,

4:90—Intraduction af Fraternal Messongers,

6:30—Collectton. Adjourn.

Friday Night,

7:30—8ong RAervice. Devotons: Rev. W, H. Jernigan, Winona
Mine.; Rev. W. H. Anderson, D. D, Rvansvitle, Ind,
[
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B:00—Sermon—Rey. W. H. Mosacs, Staunton, Va. Text: "The Prom
ise 18 unto you.” Alisroaie, Rev. J. B. Plus, Austin, Texas.
Collection. Adjournment.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19—Morning Basslon,
8:00—Song Service; Devollons: Rev. Wm. Smothers, Atchison, Kane
* Bas; Rey. H. Holman, Tampa, Fla,

9:20—Iatroductory Remarks, Prof. Q. W. Hayes, A. M., Lynehburg
Va., President of the Educational "Basrd.

9:40—Report of the Educztlonal Beerd, by Dr, W. Blahop Johnson,
Corresponding Secretary.

10:40—\adress, “A Plea for a Natiopal Unlversity," Prof. Wm, E.
Holmes, A. M., Mecon, Ga.

11:15—Address, “Why our Educatiopal Doard |a the Proger Channet
ibrough which Gifts Ought to be Made ta the Negro Hchoals,"
Prof. D. Abner, Jr, Ph, D, Seguin, Texas.
1:30—Address, “To What Extent Bhould we Encourage Indostrial
Educatlon, Prof. 1. U. Bryant, Eagle, W. Va.
11:46—Address, "The Relation which the Women BSuatain ta our
National Work,” Rev. 8. E. Smith, D, D., Owenaboro, Ky.
12:15—AdopuUon Report of Educational Doard.
12:30—Collectlon. Adjournment.

Saturday Afternoon,

2:00—Song Service. Devotions: Rev. J. R Evane, A. M., Mllan, Tenn.;
Rev. P, H, Hughea, Pratt City, Ala

2:20—Miscellaneous Business,

2:30~—Report of the Siatlstician, Rev, 8. W. Bacote, A. M, Kansas
City, Mo.

4:00—Report of Treasurer, Rev, J. H. A. Cyrus, Port Royal, Va

4:30—Introduction of Fraternal Messengers.

5:30—Coliectlon. Adjournment.

Saturday Night.
7:30—Song Seryice. Devutions: Rev. M. Hurd, Manor, Tex; Rev.
P. D. Bklooer, D. N, Lawrence, Kaneas, -
2:00—Sermon {Educational), Rev, J. B, Ford, Denver, Colo,, Subject:
““The Equation of Knowledge and Responslblmy,"—'Luko 12:
48. Alternate, Rev. G. W. Raiford, Alken, 8. C.
Collection. Adjnurnment.
SUNDAY MORNING, EEPTEMBER 20.
8:30—S8unday School, conducted by Jno. 8, Trower, Philadelphia, Pa
11:00—Davotiona: Rev, J. M. Riddle, D. D., Columbdus, Onlo: Rey, R.
Gilarg, Ann Arbor, Mich. X ) y
Sermon, Presldent Dr. B\ €. Morria, Bubject: “Persecuted
Without a Cause.”
Collection. Adjournment.
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8unday Afternvon.

3:00—Qreat Mieslonary Mases Meetinz ta be arranged.
Sunday Night.
7:30—Song Hervica, Devotions: Rev. H. E. Clemmons, Memphis,
Tenn.; Rev. T. L. Jones, Waco, Texas.
Sermon, Rev. H. H. Harrls, Cincfonati, Oblo. Subject: “The
Mleslon of the Church."—Eph. §:10.
Alternate, Rev. W. W. Brown, Pltteburg, Pa.
Collection. Adiouraoment.

MONDAY, SERFTEMHER 21.—Marning Scaslon.

¥:30—Song Service. Devotlons: Rev. P. R. Neal, Ardmore, Indlan
Territory; Rev. G. P. McKiuney, Live Cnk, Fla.

y:10—Report of Audltor. General Businese.

8:30—Election of Ofcers.

10:30—Report of Executive Board.

11:30—General Bueinesa.

12:00—Collactlon. Adjourniment.

Monday Afterneon.

OUTING.
Monday Night.

7:00—Song Service. Devotions: Rev. M. L. Copéland, Omeha, Nab.;
Rev. J. J. Payton, Greenville, Misa.

7:20—Addrese, Rev. J. H. Beckham, D, D., Spokane, Wash., Subject:
“Our Observation and Experience in the Pacific Northwest.”

K:30—Collection, and cloaing of the Convention.

Flnance Committae.

Jno. 8" Trower, Pennsylvanis, = A. H. Millar, Arkansas.
P. J. Bryant, Georgia. W. (. Parke, Tennesgee.
E. C. Cola, MIsacuri. A, M. Johnson, Mias.

Enraliment Commiftes.

1. B. Knnx, Arkanaas. Wm. H. Stewart, Kentucky.
W. B. Rall, Texan. R. H. Bowling, Virginia
J. Q. A. Wilhite, Alabama. J. B. Haakaraon, Florida.

The mueie will be under tha direction of Praf. Rogborangh, Muak
ral Diractor National Baptiat Coavention.

Miss Fanpnle H. Dodd, 8t Pau), Mlan., wlli have charga of the Art
Exhibit
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FIRST DAY—MOoRNING SESsioN.

PuirapELPHIA, Pa., Sept. 16, 1903.

The twenty-third annual session of the National Baptist Con-
vention convenmed in the Exposition Building, Philadelphia,
Pa, on Wednesday, Sept, 16, 1903, and was called to order
at 10:45 a. m. by the President, Dr. E. C. Morris, Hel-
cna, Ark. Rev, D. S, Klugh, N, J., read the 13th chapter of 1
Corinthians. Prayer by Rev. —— Robinson, Ala, Music by
the choir, under the direction of Prof. Jno, B, Whittington. Pres-
ident Morris. introduced Dr. G, L. P. Taliaferro, Chairman of
the Committee of Arrangements, who extended to the Conven-
tion a most hearty welcome to Philadelphia. Other addresses
were made by Mr. Fred J. Shoyer, Director of Public Supplies,
Philadelphia, Pa, representing His Honor, the,Mayor; Dr, W,
H, Phillips representing the Pastors’ Union; Dr. Kerr Boyce
Tupper, pastor First Baptist Church; Dr. Geo. E. Reece, pastor
New Tabernacie Baptist Church, and Dr, J. E. Bennett, pastor
Wayland Memorial Church, representing the City Minister’s
Conference; Rev. E. W\, Johnson, representing the Baptists of
Pennsylvania ; Bro. Tno. S, Trower, representing the Baptist Sun-
day schools of Pennsylvania. *

In the absence of Dr. H. M. Williams, Texas—the regular ap-
pointee—Dr, E. W. D. Isaac, Tenn., responded to addresses of
welcome on behalf of the Convention

A patriotic song composed by Rev. E, Jenkins and W. H. Skip-
worth was sung by the choir.

The Convention adjourned with benediction by Rev. Geo, W.
Lee, D. D, D. C.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention assembled at 3: 40 p. e, President Morris pre-
siding, Devotions were conducted by Rev. G. B, Miller, Ala.
()
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Minutes of morning session were read and approved.  Vice
President, Dr. A. N. McFEwen, Ala., introduced President Mor-
ris, who delivercd his ninth annwal address to the Convention,

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Freends and Fellowe Laborers:

It is with a cognizance of the grave responsibilities that rest
upon us and with a deep and abiding gratitude in my heart for
the lonarable distinction which vou have repeatedly placed upon
me. that T now address vou.. The task that I am now about to
perform will be done with cheerfulness; for T recognize that I
an addressing (he most conspicuous representatives of my race
frem every scction of the country.

meg it is that our meeting should be held in this city, the
irat canital of the nation, and n this hall, where the unzuit;lous
voice of the people renresenting a great political party was heard
in_naming as its choice for President, the immortal Wm, Mc-
Kinley. We are now almost within the shadow of old Inde-
pendence Hall, where the declarations sctting forth the independ-
ence '(’rf the country and affirming that “all men are created
equal” were signed, and became the corner stone of the greatest
republic in the world. One hundred and twenty-seven vears
have pacsed into history since the adoption of that inmmortal in-
strument : forty years have passed since the Emancipation Procla-
mation hroke the shackles from the Timhs of our race in this coun-
tev—aad T think T can sav this with assurance that those two acls
constitute the brichtest gems upon the pages of American history.

Qor coming together at this time and place is of great impor-
tance. While we would not pass with indifference the many Se-
rious pro])lems that concern us as a race, which problems must
of necessity concern the whole nation, yet I declare to you that
otr mission here is higher than that which concerns any race or
nation. The problems which we come to consider concern the

whole \\:nrld, and, when solved, will form the base for the ami-
cable adjustment of all other questions affecting the well bheing of
the whale countrv. How to give the pospel of Tesus Christ to
the world and how to inspire a willingness among the people to
::gnﬂ:.m tll;e quicet, I:w:l(;;:ful reien of the Messiah, whose faws
1z¢ all men as brethren
o et e 5 bkl and God the common Father of us
We recogmize that our country has suffered untold shame v
reason of the spirit nf anarchy that has spread all over it and
brought on a conditinn whick ealls loud to the sleeping con-
science of the church to awake amd speak i no uncertain way of
thoce cvils that are threatening the peaceable perpetuity of our
free institutions, and which should give place to law and order.
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But, my friends, there is hope for a betier day. In every secs
ticn of our great country there are men who, in the face of the
prejudice created in favor of mob violence, are speaking out
against every phase of lawlessness.  Justice Brewer of the Su-
preme €ourt is quoted as saying, “Every man who pasticipates in
a lynching is a murderer.” That is very strong language, and,
coming as it does from a Justice of the highest Court in the land,
is deserving of serious consideration. But I would admonish
you that instead of discussing the expressions of such eminent
jurists as Justice Brewer, that we calmly and dispassionately
consider the heinous crimes which, in the main, have constituted
the suppnsed cavse for mob violence.

Let us consider that most of the blood-curdling outrages com-
mitted against the pure womanhood of the country are charged to
members of our race; and, no matter if the persons against whom
those charges are made do conie from the lowest element of the
race, there is room to consider whether or not we have made suf-
ficient effort to restrain that element that is bringing disgrace to
the race and shame on the ccuntry. I am sure there is no sympa-
thy in the breast of any true man for the wretch who has fallen so
low as to commit an outrage against any woman. It should be
the verdict of all true men that every woman shall be safe in her _
person from the attack of any brute, white or black, no mattel
whether she be in her quiet home in town or city,or walking along
a country road. Every man everywhere should be made to know
that to comtmit an assault upon the innocent waomanhood of the
country means that the strong arm of the law is to be exercised
upon him without reserve. [ say lmw, for I am unalterably op-
posed to mob violence and consider mobs more dangerous to
good, potent government than any other form of lawlessness.

As the representative of the fargest church organization among
our people, we cannot ignore the responsibility which the Lord
has put upou us to lift up our people to 2 standard of Christianity
which when attained will mdke impossible the heinous crimes
with which so many hitherto have been charged. Fifty per cent
of the entire race in this country are members of Christian
churches, and half of that number are in Baptist churches—
which fact throws much of the responsibility of training the
masses directly upon us.

THIHE MINISTRY.

The Negro ministers in this country have, pechaps, succecded
as no other class of men have. We may trace, without prejudice,
most of the suctess which has come to the race enterpnses di-
rectly to the almost unlimited influence of the Negro preacher.
Nearly ali of the schools of prominence, church and other Chris-
tian institutions, were built under their Jeadership, Nearly every
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other enterprise has had their aid. From the very beginning of
life under the changed conditions from slavery to freedom, the
people have manijested pecaliar confidence in their ministers. In.
deed, it would not be putting the case too strong to say that they
have followed the lead of the ministers without stopping to ques-
tion the motives of the latter, and by reason of this fact it is safe
to say that many unscrupulous, designing men have gone into the
ministry as a cloak for their evil designs. The times and condi-
tions demand that an cffort be made to rid the church of such
persons as have no higher motive than making themselves popu-
lar, that they may be able thereby to carry out their low, sensual
desires. The scriptural standard must be maintained, and those
who do not measure up to that standard must not longer be given
prominence among us.

e divorce evil, which has shaken the very foundation of our

pocial fabric, is in some sections of the country on the increase,

And there arc men, sad to say, that claim to be set apart as ves-
sels to carry the precious messages of the gospel who are said to
have divorced their wives and are now living with other woren.
My brethren, unless the fountain is pure and clean, the stream
will most certainly be foul, What I am here saving is not 2 re-
flection upon the thousands of pious, Christian ministers all over
the land who fear God and eschew evil, but it is to remind you
that we must be watchful of the wolves that are creeping into our
ranks to destroy the Aock, and that you may teach the people that
n:t man is fit to be their minister who is not a man of good char-
acter,

The part which the Negro ministry is to bear in the solution of
the vexatious problems now confronting us is plain, Tt is said,
“The race is to be what it makes itself-* and in the regenerating
process to take place in uplifting the masses, the minister is to be
the most potent factor, He is not only to lead the people to the
cross of the Redecmer, but he is to lead them to get homes, farms,
railroads, bank stacks, and to enter as rapidly as possible into all
the commercial interests of the country, thereby laying anew the
foundation for future generations. In this connection 1 would
admonish you to be encouraged, Do not lose hope of the ulti-
mate exaltation of the race. True, we are passing through the
fires of persecution, hut these may be of divine ordering, for
aught we know, that we may be brought nearer to Him who rules
in the destiny of nations.

OUR RELATION TO OTHER BAPTIST SOCIE'MES.

Our position in respect to the other great Baptist societies has
not yet been rightly understood. Some vears ago the impression
went out that it was the policy of the National Baptist Convention
to show hostile feeling toward all the white Baptist societies in

———— -
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ry. Nothing was further from the purpose or senti-
*:ntc?{n:h{s Oonventigon. Indeed, we desire and even covet the
most friendly relationship between all Baptist organizations and
onr own. And we go further and agree to codperate with any
other Baptist society in the work among our people, upon such
plans as may be mutually agreed upon.

a matter of course, we will continue to hold that the perpe-
tui‘t}sof this organization is paramount to every other cung:gleratli’on
and that we wowdd look with disfavor upon any propasition that
could in any way cause us to lose our identity in the work attempt-
ed; nor would we ask any other society to cooperate with us at a
sacrifice of its identity. In the discussion of these matters, sortgﬁ-
things have been said which have created a suspicion that we \mf
not be able to get a favorable understanding on the matter o
ccaperation. But we have a more optimistic view of the s:lua;
ticn. We believe that there will yet be a mutual ag;eemer;_
whereby all the missionary and educational work of the egoon;]
nation will be directed by joint committees of the white an -
ored Raptists as represented by their na::cmal: grigar::ahm::; o

i erience this Convention has had in the matter
moT;?e?a'iféf_fi‘fm the Home Board of the Southern Baptist 0':::1-
vention—has proved very satisfactory and has convinced uslt fa:
a like codperation with other Bapﬁst_socleties would bebttep nl
both to them and to fis. The right kind of codperation we:
white and colored Christians will serve several great |>u1'_1':?1sesll.m(u '
It will serve to unify the colored Baptists, a thing wh:cd s ,
he desired by all. (2} Tt will create 2 universa] love an l'es;pelce
for those white socicties which are at work ambng our'l:eop .
(3) Again, a codperation between white and colored Baptl:sts m;t;
broad, Christian basis will serve to emphasize the fa]a‘g t ot \:r A
Christ there is neither Jew rl;cpr ;lh-ce:‘ e(rlzlasil;ur;gr ‘: v;:.:e) ,de|111 'bear-

, In settling upon such a Plan 5
::: oco?;nsel, Forgit f:evident that many of the colored &-:c‘ev I::;
day who have been reasonably prosperous are willing to e
they can for their more unformnate brf:thren, but areidnot rll:en 5
to e considered wards ; rather preferring to be cons' l’ztmof v
factors as are the white brethren who give for the up lﬁ! g
unfortunates. There is little hope for peace and aim i
the races in this conntry as long as the religious ¢ asse:pd each
race find insu?‘erable 1i2:ftu|ty in amﬂigg& r?;teia%oiduls e

i leading, enlightening 5 L ¢
?I:esan‘;:gés.ea’mg dzy when all Baptist organizations mllel‘)': r;
unit in interest, aim and wr..rl:i \;ﬂl l{ehal;i ;:‘.tigndehﬂ: z

mber of the National Baptist € B work
]tgy:IEaTeend and trust the T.ord for the early dawning of such a
hopeful day.
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Before calling your attention to the work
partments I wish to speak of the l'lirrning'har:::’fh:‘::t:n"smwlﬁ?::;I -
who was present on that fateful Friday night, when tl'le‘.u:watrlc,mf=
& woman, saying, “They are fighting over there,” was mistako
1{?1:.] ethe ;:ry ’?f "F]‘l]'c!!" will el\'or farget the awful scene and the tccrn
calamity which immiediately . i in
thgr}iosscgf il !ir:v]esj.e{ iately followed and which resulted in
¢ Convention had just listened o a m
from that distinguished educator, Prof. ﬁ;e?°¥dﬁlh1gdms
when the awful stampede took place. Al the force of lmrrlmst :)nn:
ergg and effort was put forth to allay the excitement, but Iike a
;1“3 . onrushing cvclane, it could not be restrained until its foree
ad been spent. The sheicks and groans of the dying caused stron
::;:(-111 ;?[ dwlcep like bahes.  This scrved to heighten the excitemen%
crror to terror. Dot when T re
stronger ones stond bravely hy until wcea“h;rlate::;ieedc’f&hi
crowded massive structure through the narrow passage wa .
the rear. it is casy to sce how it might have been wsoagm Iysf ":
that we owe g debt of gratitude to those brave men, who u'nder t‘i‘:e
most trying ardeal ever experienced in a convention hall, stood

bravely up until the awfol exci
vely'u vful excitement had abated, and i
a]l]m their power to relicve the suffering and care for l:htti1 t::Inyiglﬂ
heft Wwas a severe trial upan your presiding officer. He had ne\rfl:
ore experienced such. Men in whom he had implicit confi-

dence and to whom he Inoked for counsel at iti i
%ame and sugprested an immediate :ulimrnmenezz?t!f: gcozlvmg:.
But as much as we regretted the calamity, we felt that an ad-
Lo;n::{r:-tles:td \t\}'jm;[d mean a demoralization of our work. Hence
g at a recess Be taken out of ‘ ]
tll:en proceed with the husiness of the (‘o:\;i]:t?;nhgpﬂ;g et?:::: an:
the hour nf final adjournment. This suggestion was followed ugd
on the following Monday we closed what was in mnywre o

the most success: i : :
United Statoe ul session ever held by the Baptists of the

FOREIGN MISSIONS,

The oldest and in som

] st 7 some respects the most i rt -
I“‘l:’("lr:l':\ byI our :li)t;mmmation is foreign missi::spoF:?tt\:'gbym

years we have been supporting missionaries on th d
except for a brief period in the year | s in formagn —

. year 1895. It was in D

}ha}} yc]at;‘;(tll;t gt;r Rrﬁt]rlICIt- L"'fe r}gcd, an::-l the follso:r‘in yemPge:f
L. G ] ras called to talke Dr. Luke’s pla gorr |
ing Secretary. Dr, Jordan brought i Fwork s oY
; ght into the work a zeal and en-
ergy scldom found in any ane who § i 2 to Al tha
. n | ) 'ha is otherwise suited to t
exalted position. For seven years he has been untiring inﬁlllisd‘e?-

forts to fimly impress upon the hearts of the Baptists of this
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country their duty of giving the gospel to the perishing millions
over the seas.

While he has 2 Board composed of devout Christian gentlemen
to encourage and support his efforts, much of the success of this
deserving work is due to the zealous, fervent efforts of Dr. Jor-
dan himsetf. I feel that I cannot too strongly urge upon the
philanthropic heart of the denomination the importance o1 giving
more attention to the work of foreign missions. Indeed, the gos-
pel must be preached unto all the world for a witness unto all
men. 3
The phenomenal success which the Negro Baptists have en-
joyed for many years makes it an imperative duty that they shall
go forth with the torch of gospel civilization until the light of
their principles shail shine forth in every land. It is not my pur-
pose to in any way dictate a policy for our stale organizations.
Bat 1 make bold to suggest that it would be very helpful to our
denomination if our state conventions would adopt a plan by
which every church in their bounds should designate cach year n
their annual letter the amount of nioney to be used for home mis-
sions, foreign missions and educational work, respectively, there-
by putting cach church and each individual in direct contact wi
these several causes. Such a system would increase the contri-
butions for all causes and lessen the expense of making collec-
tions. In this way cach state organization, through its secretary,
could transmit to the corresponding secretary of our Boards the
amount raised in the respective states each yeag, Owing to the
pressing need of the foreign field, I have spent some time duting
the year with Dr. Jordan in visiting state and diskrict meetings,
anc. 1n each case the results have been very gratifying, and I think
that the reports for the year will show substantial increase and
interest in our foreign work. ;

We have indulged our missionarics somewhat in making ap-
peals direct to individuals and to churches, Some of these ap-
peals have come to the president of the Convention, but m ‘qch
case he has consulted the corresponding secretary before giving
them publicity. We cannot afford to encourage a plan which
will Tun counter with ihe system inaugurated by our Boards.
The missionaries must be expected to look exclusively to the
Boards by which they are emp oyed.

HOME MISSION AND PUBLICATION BOARDS.

1 invariably group together the work of the Home Mission and
Publication goards for the reason that one exists as the creature
of the other; for the further reason that the work of the two 18
almost identical. In fact in this particular instance the crea-
ture is the mainstay of the creator and furnishes much of the
means by which the Home Mission worlk is done, The denem-
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ination will hear with pleasure that this feature of our work
is meeting with signal success, We have been able to keep reg-
ularly in our emplov one field secretary and six district secreta-
ries who have endeavored to cover the entire field from Maine to
California with a view to stimulating and inspiring greater ac-
tivity in our ranks. These workers arc cooperated with by the
stale missionarics and colperlers in the scveral states. We owe
a debt of gralitude to the Home Misszion Board of the Scuthern
Baptist Convention. For without the help which it has given our
Board in the prosceution of (he work on the home ficld we should
not have been able to make the substantial progress we are now
able to report.

But T wish to impress vou with the fact that not all of the ter-
ritory of the home field has been occupied.  Tndeed, thousands of
our people who are already in Raptist churches stand sadly in
need of just such missionary work as we are endeavoring to do
throngh our missionaries, The contributions to this feature
of the work shnuld be increased at least a hondred per cent on the
part of our churches and our friends. The Homie Mission Board
vf the Southern Baptist Convention should be asked to double
their contributions so that the force might at once be increased,
for it is in this wav and by this method that the Southern white
Bagtists can do morc cffective work among the Negro Baptists—
a thing which they have repeatedly expressed a desire to o, Tn
my opinion it would be proper to ask that ail of the missionary
werk carried on among the Negro Raptists of this country by all
the white Baptist Socicties he put under the direct management
of otir Home Poard, and thal contributions to this work be made
to our Homu Board, and resutts of the work be reported to the
socicties annually.

We have been more than gralified at the unprecedented success
and your loval suppert of our publishing department.  No one of
its most sanpuine friends cver thoughi that such gratifying re-
sults wonld be so scon realized.  So wonderful has been the
growih of cur publishing plant that it requires six large build-
ings to avcommoriate it.  And just here permit me to say that toa
much praise cannot be given Dr. Rovd for his keen, sagacious,
husiness forethonght exercised in the management of that mam-
moth concern,

Our Board has laid the foundation for a twenty-five thousand
dollar memorial building, which shonld he crected at once. It
wonld he impossible for me to have you clearly see the imperative
need of this building, unless T could first get you to see the crowd-
ed condition of affairs at our present quarters, where about one
hundred men and women are at work, operating about a dozen
large presses and machines, setting type by hand and machine,
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binding, embossing and doing every kind of bookwor&c dofne El):
any other house, besides printing hundreds of thoul:lan S 0 rF:rm
odicals quarterly, and these employees are hardi)} el\l e to p\?kman
their dulies without getting in the way of a fellow K'Gh am-i
The new building is to be 50%150 feet, four stonesi rlgor'n =
when added to our present quarters, will afford amp gu g
our plant. Tt is to he haped that the Convention will 1n t
way provide weans for the ercction of this building.
’ TUE EDUCATIONAL BOARD. D »
o «oral vears the Educational Beard has been dealing w
a E:;atli(‘)usr;ﬂp'roblcm. Fach of these years we hav: fel:;%-;rc;::';
both a hape and desire that it would be able to succel.'sthy o
the isswes before it. That this baard has accomp ‘S{ i
goad we do not deny, but that it is due o some crticism l;::' dr'nit-
ing same of the specific orders of the Convention mllxsl: llaother
ted. Tt was expected that the Fcucational Board, 11 e aenem“
toards, would develop a plan by which the pcgpcdﬁcaﬁomyl
would be put in sympathetic gouch_ with all 'OIht ebev Vo
work carricd on by Baptisis in this country, Lerse iosive
financial aid to our}school]s as %h:; p(;:[;l:ﬂr::g;td c tl?:ye\\-mﬁd e 3
ad these plans been & ; ! :
?!Iln(‘l: U;i;gﬁ:tlmcld wity}; aid from the Northern Fducational g
to an appreciable degrec. |
R“ﬁﬁ]l;g heen amdiﬂimh task it scems to sccurfi a ’hm:nwf)?:;ng;.
responding Secretary of the Educat;onal Bp;.‘rh W o o
vote his cntire time to the work. We take it'that a et
in the denomination accounts for this. Tl_ut we _ar(tthce n
T o oy Y e s e
our Christian schools, and the A & TN B inathe
whe is in every way competent and who has su Jrinete
peaple and the justice of the cause to put his }\\va'r:lclvtljc rt:::i%c o
the work, to secure sticcess. The Convention Sk
Educational Board to get down to practical work.
THE B. Y. P, U. ROARD. |
st now heginning to understand and appreet-

The people are t Young People’s Union.

1 < tis
te the influence and henefit of the Bap L Cloc;
z(lifnr churches are awaking to the 1mp0rlgrnqe fi icfnflg?g‘nggives
religiously training their young people.  This 1ronpestl e
m'wcoura;zénwm to those wh]r_s have }ahg:)end 5(3[‘% Secritary S
i< feature of our national orgamzation. creta o
tTl’:le.c P. U. Board will report a healthy |.ncreas.:a:: iI“seaiflgstly
ment over any previous year. As in previous ¥ 0

cooperate with the
urge that the paslors throughout the country coOpP e

Board and its agents in the organization and mainten
B. Y. P. U. in every church.
Dr. Isaac has had practical

ly two men’s work on him, that of
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Corresponding Secretary of the B. Y, P. U. Board and Editor of
the National Baptist Union, either of which will require the time
of any one man. [1 is proper to state, however, that this condition
was not one of choice. It was assumed for the sole reason of
carrving out the order of the Convention to publish a national
paper, the Convention having failed to clect some one to that
important station.  We trust, however, that this matter will not
be overlooked by this meeting.
NATIONAL MINISTER'S BENEFIT ASSOCIATION.

The Convention very properly adopted the suggestion made
ofie year ago to establish a “*National Ministers’ Benefit Associa-
tion,” hut owing to the calamity which overtook us in the closing
_days of onr Convention at Birmingham, no action was taken

Moward electing a Roard 10 have charge of that work, The at-

ipcation of the Convention is called to this matter with the hope
‘that a Tnard will be clected at this meeting and the headquarters
of that Board agreed upon,

The importance of providing for the aged ministers, and even
for the hurial of those who die in aclive service, can not be too
strongly urged.  Men in nearly every calling in life are provided
for when the needy day comes. The government provides for
the maimed and aged who fought her battles and maintained
her honor and independence ; the great and powerful corporations
are providing for those who lahor for years in their service and
who after their many years of toil hecome disabled ; some of our
great cities provide for their brave fireman and policemen who
risk their fives 1o protect and save others; and why should not
those who give their lives for the salvation of the souls of men—
yea, for the salvation of the world—not be provided with at least
a Christian burial when their life’s work is over? This may ap-
pear at first glanck as a work of charity to be supported by the
church, but. if properly conducted, cach minister may lay up a
competency that will insure his own comfort in the hour of af-
fliction as well as to care for those who have already broken down
in the work. Tt is now time to Jaunch this movement.

In conclusion. permit me for the ninth time to thank you for
the marked appreciation vou have shown me and to assure you
that T desire no greater honor than to be permitted to serve my
race and denomination, the future of which to me is more bril-
liant than that of Ancient Greece which, while occupying a serv-
ile position, became the teacher of the Romans, 1 believe that
in the providence of Cod there will he worked out through our
race in this country a far more cxceeding weight of glory than

has Titherto been attained ; and not only shall the deeds of Afri-
ca’s sons illumine and beautifv the pages of history, but these

sons will, by their spirit of endurance and good will, carry around
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the world the unfaltering truth that God is our Father end man
our brother.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT. . ’

st, in view of the fact that most of the educational wor

call'ried on by our people is in the South, I recommend that the
headquarters of the Educational’ Board be removed to Nashville.
Tenn., which is ncar the cenler of the Negro population, and
where it may have the aid and cooperation of the National Baptist

Publishing Board. . )
2ad. That 4 soon as the new Roard is constituted the Cor-

sponding Secretary of said Board shall proceed to rent quarters
;;:pg:e trinsactim of the business of said B ard, and that the
Convention shall turn over to said Sccretary when chosen, what-

ever moneys have been sent up for Education. .
ard. That the Convention efect the Editor of the Nationa!
derfsf Ustion, in the same manner that the other officers of the

ti re chosen. .
CT{E?n'll‘Egtaa Roard be chosen to take charre of the Natinnal

Minister’s Renchit Association, and that the Convention author-
ize the said Roard to arrance for its beadquarters at any centra‘:
point it mav agree upon, the Board to consist of one from eac

State and Territory.

Rv motion the President’s annual address was referred to
committee consisting of one from each Statc, as follows: )

Alabama. A. N. McEwen; Arkansas, W. M. Holmes: Cali-
fomia: C. H. Anderson: District of Columbia, G. W,
Lee: Florida, H. Holman; Georgia, W. R. Forbes:
Georgia, W. G. Johnson; Indiana, W, H. And‘cr.son:
Minois. 1. F. Thomas: Kentucky. G. W. Wm'd;’ 1.0111313?3.
J. B. Green : Missouri, 8, W. Bacote: Michigan, R. GI"al.'d; Min-
nesota. Fannie H. Dodd; Ney Jersey, E. Jenkins: Ohio, J. .J.
Tackson: Rhode Tsland, IT. N. Jeter; Tennessee. C. H. Clark;
Texas. D. Abner; Texas, F. L. Lights: Virginia, W. F. Graham.
D. D.;: West Virginia, A. P. Straughter: Oklahoms}. N. J. (2
Tohnson : New York, A. D. Chandler; Pennsylvania, Jno. S.
Trower : Mississippi, A. E. Edwards: South Carolina, ']" L. Dart;
North Carolina, Cmsar Johnson; Kansas, Robert Mitchell; In-
dian Territory, Prof. F. J. Gordon. -

By motionr{he ritles were suspended and Dr, E. C. Morris was
re-clected Presicent by acclamation. -

A letter was read from Dr. A, J, Rowland, Secretary American

Baptist Publigatiop Society. I
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Rev. C. M. Wdlls, Ala.; Rev, E. M. Rrawley, D. D., Fla.;
Rev. G. I loward, 1D, D, Va.. were appointed to answer the
letter on the part of the Convention.  The Convention adjourned,

NicHT Session,

The Convention assembled at 8 p. ny., President Morris pre-
siding. Devotions were conducted, by Rev. B. J. Brown, of
Texas.  Minutes read aml approved. .

The report of the Foreign Mission Board was read by the-
Corresponding Seerctary, 1. 1. G, Jordan, ‘\
To the Officers and Members of the National Baptist Conven-%

tion ;

Fathers and Brethren :—Another vear’s march brings us to this

F Historic City to submit te you our eighth annval Foreign Mission
report. It is encouraging to know that a bugle call from Olive’s
brow, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel,” sounds
loudler to~lay than it did nineteen hundred years ago—so loud,
so pathetic, so powerful, so divine, uatil it has rallied Christen-
dom and awakened heathendom,

By keys divine heathen nations see their own doors, locked and
barred by conturies of superstition and darkness, Ay wide open,
and they stand on the threshold, pleading with the Christian na-
tions to “Come over and help us” We hear one mighty plea
for the immediate evangelization of the heathen tands, We hear
the promise, Lo, T am with vou.” as plainly as if we stood in the
immediate presence of Jehiovalh, The success of the work com-
mitted to the hands of aur missionaries on the field, the accounts
of the victories over sin, the glorious achiecvements chronicled
during this new century in missionary work, is but a burning
bush whose every twig and Jeaf are aflame with the presence of
God.  No better stimulant to “attempt greater things for God”
could be given than that of a knowledge of His presence in our
wotk, His presence means the hurning of harriers, the breaking .
down of obstacles, the annibilation of space, the leveling of
mouontains, the drying vp of the Red Sca, a journey behind a pil-
lar of fire, a victory over the pursuing foe, It means the union
of divine omnipotence with human imbecility,

Dr. Pierson emphasizes the thought when he says that the as-
pect is encouraging; the prospect is as bright as prophecy and
promise can make it. ‘Triumphs are hefore the great Conqueror
whose glories will outshine all previous victories. Christ, the
great captain of the Natinns of the carth, is marching across the
ages toward the finat consummation, to that Calvary from which
the world shalt hear again, “It is finished.”” But by this second
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.
utterance, He shall witness a world that has heard the Gospel
and has been saved by His Grace.

Now, brethren, God is calling us to renewed fellowship and
.hcartier co-operation in this work of sending the Gospel to those
who have it not. OQur first appeal to you and our earnest prayer
to God for our Baptist Zion, is that shc shall rise up and go into
the field already ripe unto harvest. ‘fhe rays of the gospel light
must penetrate the remotest inlets of the islands of the sea. The
black clouds of paganism must be dispelled, and in the name of
God the banner of the cross must go up. As ministers unto
sealed orders from heaven, will you sit down and rcad your com-
mission, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel,” and
obey your order to march. You must either go, help go, or let
go. Heaven's orders are in your hands and you must obey or
return your commission. In this country the enlisted soldier who
decides that he is not going to fight in time of war, the man who
will not execute orders from headquarters, is dishonorably dis-
charged. In the military and the naval scrvice, the man who will
not shoot when the command comes to fire, must give up the gun,
A story is told of a brave woman whose home was attacked at thy
bour of midnight by a band of outlaws, Her husband got his
gun, and hastened ta the window to open fire. Bewildered and
frightened at the great crowd crazed with drink and lust for
plunder and murder, he faltered and failed to fire. Rushing up
to her husband, she commanded him to " Shogt, Luke, or give up
the gun.”

Here we stand enlisted soldiers in God's army, commissioned
by the government of heaven to fight on land or sea, backed by
the never failing promise, “Lo I am with you alway,” with the
Bible, the gun that has never missed the mark, fast in hand, but
we falter and fail to fire.  Heathenism, superstition, vice and
shame, stand like giants, so colossal, that they almost defy our at-
tacks, and yet brethren, we fmust shoot or give up the gun if we
are not going into all the world and preach, Let us be true to the
warld that is hungering and thirsting for the Gospel; true to the
Christ who thus trusted us to do a work not committed to angels,
by returning the commissions.

AFRICA.

Look at the shape of the continent of Africa. How much it
resembles a great human car, That ear is listening, as the At-
lantic beats nupon its edge, for the message, “Arise and shine for
the light has come;"” listening for the command, “Spirit of the
Lord, breathe on these slain millions that they may cast off their
superstition.” “Believe on Jesus,” the only begotten of the Fa-
ther.. and full of the glory,” “Mighty to save,”
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Again. Africa is like a great gnestion mark. asking. “How long,
O Lord, before our through (hy providence werr‘
toran from us Jong years ago. and who hecause of long dwelling
in a land of Bible . hes, know thy law of love, shall re-
twrn to us with 1hat «d which can save from heathen v
and a heathen hell ¥ o
Bc:[fg:ff t*;?:.;:n- ’ swer and our Forcign Mission

oard is et swor lier in the name of her two
millions, bought by Christ and saved to save others
Many of our w ‘red much to answer these qucs:

tions and cries.  Under God
Letter fitted for serviee to the
for ;hc Master who ¢a
t*\fg;a,]hns, for a time, lived on rice
in ¢ : A
L0 ‘21{:';}'{223\‘00 ) anrd I;rca:l.; Cheek and Miss Delaney. in
ek ‘\|,,;,q;,ib;; .:.\1<(-:'A‘ on nalive stuffs; while Saloni, in” Na-
o e ..:r»l\-.‘\ _,’fll'{n, have slept in jail for he testi-
i ceneam ) e actions were borne that they gt
i thay pecaent Christ and " [,:iphsl_Zmn among our brethren
ot nig Prethren Saloni and AMngquibisa are with

us an > followinge 3s a par i
know:: ttht .ﬁ]"‘ VN s a part of their report, and they will
@ you their mission, ' s e

all have come out of their sufferings
o e people aniong whom they lahor, and
s G . . i o

' to service.  Bro. Bouey, in West

and water; Bro. Buchanan.

| .
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SOUTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIES.
buth America are to be found willions of Negroes. There
s of prejudice that cxist, quite foreign to the tcachings
. and the people of African descent are made to feel it
Many are kept from God hecause of this prejudice. pre-
¢ open way of sin to the “white man’s rcligion,” which
cases to them seems a sham,
South Amcrican and the W, T. Baptist Convenlion was
zed June, 1002, when Rev, J. W. Aoderson was made spe-
nt undet your Boasd 10 raise money to pay of the debt ot
5 on the Bethel Baptist Church, Georgetown, and to aid
huilding of the Nazareth and Mt. Zion DRaptist churches
h America, and the Shiloh Chnrch in Barhados, and te
orward the work in these parts.  Tut we arc sorfy 1o sav.
we have received but $i5 from him.  An eifort was made
lose the mortgage on Bethel. but the timely aid of vour
saved disgrace. Much credit for this is due Rev. C. W,
t and Mrs. Josephcne Straghn.  We have heen able to
omething toward building Nazareth, and stand ready to aid
when they ful6ill 1heir part of the contract.
work in Paramaribo is in charge of Bro. C. P. Rier. who
attendance at this mecting.  TTe must have immediate help ;
eturn to his post after the adjournment of the Convention.
work in the Islands for the present is confined to Barhados,
b0 (one thousand dollars) spent in this island now. and ahout
 (three hundred dallars) per vear would guake the work sus-
Inz.  The people of this island and the Guidnas are fairly in-
ent, and some are very learned, but hecause of the impover-
conditions growing out of the congested population and the
of opcnings by which a livelihond can be secured, wages are
Jow. Grown persons work all dav for from fen cents to
iy cents—the sixty cents being for skilled lahor. Thus a love
indnstry is not stimulated and dire necessity drives men t¢
toil.. .
GROWTH OF THE MISSION SPIRIT.
¢ heaet of our Baptist Zion is becoming more responsive to
demand of our Lord and the call of the heathen. This may be
in the number of applications to go as missionaries to for-
ficlds. and the increase in giving, Our Aprit or Spring sally
ich is held on what is commonly called Easter and runs
ough a part of May, has grown year by vear, ard in round
hers the contributions have been as follows
1, 1806 ..........$325 o0 April, 1000 ........$1.170 0O
il, 1897 .......... 550 o0 April, 1001 ........ 1.500 00
i, 1808 ..... 78 00 April, 1902 ........ 2.100 00
il, 1899 «ieenvrr.. GOD 00 April, 1903 c.vin.. 2,400 00
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It will be rememberad that in 1901 we raised $8,596.92, includ-
ing the $1,000.00 given by the American Baptist Missionary Up.
ion as salary for Rev. €. §. Morris. Only two years later with
that thousand dollars withdrawn, our tolal was $8,490.12, an in.
crease of $893 70 over 1901, aml two ycars later we have raised
$—— and $——— over 1902, )

To keep this matter of nussions in the minds of a small per cent
of our great Raptist army is a task for the whole time of a dozen
good men. yet our lireless Secrctary with a force far too small
for effective service, lias pushed the work vigorously, with pen
and by almost superhuman endurance, going day and night, have
enlisted many failhful friemls, in various parts of our country,
to the work of world-wide Missions.

During this conventioual year we received contributions Irom
209 churches, 378 Sundry schools. 39 B. Y. P. U,, 55 Women's
Missionary Socicties, §3 State Conventions and Associations, §
schools and colleges. and 2 deacon meetings.  This leaves 16,141
churches which sent nothing to us for Foreign Missions, Gram
that a few gave through State Conventions and Associations, it
will be seen that possibly not mare than 1,000 of the 16,440
churches, less than 10,000 of mir Sunday schools, and less than
12§ of the 560 of our Stale Conventions and Assaciations, and
not more than 12 of onr S0 Naptist schools and colleges, the
achools which train our leaders, are doing anything for the con-
version of The heathen world for wham the Lord gave his life,
and unto whom he gave the parting command, “Go preach and
teach.” and. “Lo. T am with vou alway.” Are Negro Baptista
against the heathen being saved?

NEWS FROM THE FIELD.

Chiradzulu, Blantyre, May 4, 1901.

Rev.Il. G, Jordan, D. D, 1. §, A.:

My Brother in Christ:—Thlg leaves us falrly well. For my par,
I am a convalescent, hnving bad some fever and colda, This work
will end owr day school far two reasong: Firat. because we are doing
all we con ta push the hrickmaking and carpenter wark to bagie the
church, and having heen ai the day achool for the past oight monthd
without & change of any linA slnre 1've beon hera these two yearw, |
find my health greatly nndesmined  To lose nne'a health at homs I8
bad, but here whera when ance broken down there Is no real restors
tlon of It in thia country 1a worsr. With all the ruah and saving, I find
It fmparsible to camplele the work af the church with the Arst eatd
mate af costs. The woodwork and all. starting from the foundstion
laying. tools, axes. ete. are ropning ug short In the middle of the
work. We want 10 (D) V) g to the roast p week or sg for & Chavge
which we wust have,
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Enog, one of tha Evangellets, reported ne having found 300 hearera
ln 1the villager, posalbly theee villages. Rev. J. Chllembwe had s Knd
of farewe!l weetibg with the students, who take thelr vacation Bt
their houecs. by golng some five miles ln a body, and preached tg the
viflagerse—nall women. He reported that sll the men had gone to o
dance, which ls very popular thero on Sumday. We have word that
one of auwr native helpers, who waa in Rbodesie, working, |s dead. Hig
name In Noah Chinzingn, He wos ops of the first who wae baptized
here hy Bro. J. Chilembwe. Many others accept, as be did, Chriat,
ihat (hey may have pence jn the end. Pray for us that we may suc-
cecdd In every googil canse,

This Hemizee our cxpendiivres for the past month. To begin with,
w¢ have closed the day schaal to give us a llitle blow, mentally, and
vet we bave not had p real rest sfnca we are rushing the brickmaking
and wootwork. Two years wilhout a change le too much for me wn-
der my preseat clrcumstances and surrovndiags. Our week day aery-
feen, In village andd station. are encournging. We adminlatered the
Lord'a Supper” te 1the majority of our nomber, with the last that
were hantizrd, the fourth Sunday In 1ast manth. Threa mara are
awalling baptlsm. One of the little Anjulu boya has profesped. You
remember thls s a repreasentative of the naked tribe, wha hea heen
on the slatlon for abhout a year.

Expended.

Aprll 2. 1903, for brickmaking tviene. 336 00
This s of the £12 or $60.00 reported some timé ago.
ApTIl 7, £00da FOr WOTK . .. ... it et vieeineriennes R KN |
Aprll 8, cash for work ................. $ 00
April 9. one brickmaker ... ..........c..c.iuinennn devarrersone ANBH
April 11, carpeniera 3 50
April 14, acconnt with A. L. Co. ... coiiniriiriinaeaeannnns 27 18
April 14, lamber SaWINE. ... o iiiih v ciieaan S
April 17, briekmaking Y
Aprit 18, briekmaking ... ... ...ooiela. ceseeas alaieisaizio v T .
April 20, brickmokIng .. ... . ... ieirirr ittt o
ADril 20, cRTDEREOTS. L e 000 2 2R
April 25 monda WIR €0, ... . i aiaiaaes cetees 41
Aprll 29, goads wIth €O, ... .. oi it it et iainennnan eerey 23 86
Tota) expended for Aprll $118 24
The majorfty of gonds or cloth (urad) mentloned above 1g yet on
hand to pay for preaent wark. We spoke to the Company about fur-
nishing gnads, ns up tn dote the $200 are expended. The Statfon
stands for the debis. We have, as yor ses, repnried 912,64 mare than
Yow sent ug, which ghowe you, as [ have stated In past letters, that wa
must have more money to romplete the worlt,. We arranged with the
company hesitatingly. knowlng that [n the future the debt may tronblg
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us; but two yenra on the work and not getting up a hause or church
bas mocked you wlith us Jong enough, sc we must leave tha resuln
with Hlm who sees the end. hoplpg the Baptist Brotherhood will wate
the trea thoy boast of having planted. The chlld may be the (ather
of the man. but the cbild Iz not the respopsible party.

Ths 12th ult. recorda ithe desth of Bro. Mark Ma-so-Ko-udo, ope gf
the firet men I baptized In the connlry, and the firet of our membery
losi by death. He leaves a wile and two children to mourn him. Hiy
wife waa baptized with bim two years ago. Ha died at the Blantyre
Mimsaion Hospltel & weck before this date. Hle father died thare. Ha
wae burled In a Christlan grave. May hig ashea rest in peace untl)
we meet agaih.

July 7, 1908

Cur pixth annna) meeting hnp just closed. It waa a part success,
ten out stailonp belng repreésented. We have baptized 49 souls thia
year. J. 1. BUCHANAN.

June 19, 1803,
T have parl contracted for m church building, 156 by 24. It will cost
only $750.00, ang we must hava It.
H. N. BOUEY.

May d. 1908.

Tt 18 too late to flnlah aur hause and get a plcture to you for the
‘oovention, bul will do the hest I can ta make our work a succeds,
MISS E. B. DELANEY.

Rarbados, B. W. 1.. June 15, 1908,
We are at work for our new c¢hurch, ond have $74.00 on hand for it
‘We are determined to make a gallant fight agalnst the foe of our Mag.
ter and men's souls. . B. SMITH.

THEY TELL THEIR OWN STORY OF NEEDS IN THE FATHER:
LAND.

Misglonariea from South Afrlca Tell How Baptiste Ara Treated.

n tha year 1887, while at Cape Town, South Afrlea, for the purpons
of seruring work, we met the Rev. R. A. Jarkeon, a Baptiet minister
from the U. 8 A, and from him learned of thie Baptist denomination
After thoroughly understend!ng from hle plaln explanat'on that the
so-called Miaslonary Baptistr are teally following after the Bibls, I
waa bapiized by Rev. lackson, and jotned the Baptiet ehurch.

1 was ordalned a8 deacon at Idutywa Mlzalon Statlon, Auguat 8.
1898 and wag ordained as minlsler »f ‘he Gospel on the 291h day of
May. 1801, at Quembin. Fast ¢irlqnaland. With other brethren 1 begsn
‘he Natal Baptist work, and in 1900 the Rev. F. Solan! was elected |
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as minlater aod seat to the Natal Baptlet chureh, I vlelted Bro Bo
lan!'s wark in July the same year. I was refused permiesion to prescd
by the Harding Magistrate, saying, “Solanl 1s encugh. You ars uot
wanted. We want no more Cape Colonfal natives" Instead of leay-
\ng wa worked ma Rapllst preachers and baptized four souls at Hard-
ing Station, and from there wo praceeded to Part Shepatone, At [m-
bizane thirty snuls were baptized, On the follawlng day a policeman
arrested us for not having. a Natal “inward pres," and on the 3th of
August our case wae tried, resulting In a sentence of three months
in prison and & fine of £5 each, or $60.00 far the two. One Solomon
Davia was my fellow prisoner. The £10 or #ifty dollars was palé by
the Nats! Baptist church under the Rev. F, Sclan!, aod we wete pris-
onere at Port Shepstone thres months. When our time was finished
we were ordered by the Magistrate to leave Natal Colony within two
days. § came back to my etation at Culunca.

Now, triends, may I put the condltions, hinderances and needs of our
Baptist work?
Stations. Members.
Cnlumea .......e00t-
Ialnsxago

R L]

Mbokotwana

Ngqueln! ..
Cancele ...
Matatele ,,

This one bundred and nlnety-one members have no houss for wor
ghip nor no sehool in which to teach their children.

Tha following resclutions wera passed by our Annus! Meetlag or
Aggociation.

1. That thirty pourds, or ona hundred and fifty dollars, be ralsed ta
send a delegata to America .

2. Urge our American brethren to try to make [t gpossible through
urrangeipent with the government, if any arrangements can ha made
with the government hers to accnrd Baptists righta that they accard
othera, for us t¢ purchaee lots op which to build meeting houmen

3. To secure the right to perform the marrirge ceremony.

Theso latter two are the most damaging bindersoces, They have
damaged our Baptlst denominatlon. They have drawn Away many
moembers from the Baptists. They have prevented many from toming
16 the Baptist churches Who are with us in the ward and dactrine.

The church agrzed by vote that when I had put befare the Foreign
Miselon Board condltions and hinderances to ask and urge the Board
to be klod encugh to grant the African Baptist churchea' roquest,
which 12 as follown:










































































































































































































































































































































































































