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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

FIRST TRIENNIAL MEETING. 

RICHMOND, VA., JUNE 10, 1846. 

The first triennial meeting was held in the meeting house of the 
First Baptist Church. 
At 11 o'clock, A. M., the Convention was called to order by Rev. 

W . B. Johnson, D. D., President. 
J. Hartwell and J. C. Crane, Secretaries. 
Prayer by Brother J. B. Jeter. 
The Constitution and Rules of Order were read. 
The delegates presented credentials, and on motion it was 
Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed, to be 

called the Committee on Delegation, to examine the credentials, and 
report the names of the members of the Convention. 

Brethren A. Thomas, G. W . Gunn, J. Divver, H. L. Pettus and J. 
H. Bagby, were appointed. 

O n motion, 
Resolved, That the officers of this Convention be chosen from 

among the members belonging to this body. 
The Convention then proceeded to elect officers. Brethren W . 

Carey Crane, R. Reins, G. F. Adams and A. Snead, were appointed 
Tellers. 

During the absence of the Tellers in counting the ballots, the time 
was occupied in singing and prayer. At 1 o'clock, adjourned to meet 
at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Prayer by Bro. Buck. 
Afternoon, 4 o'clock. 

The Convention met. Prayer by Brother Hartwell. 
The Tellers reported the following officers, elected: 
Rev. W . B. Johnson, D. D., of S. C , President. Rev. R. B. C. 

Howell, of Tenn., Rev. J. B. Taylor, of Ya., Hon. Thos. Stocks, of 
Ga., Rev. W . C. Buck, of Ky.,Vice Presidents. M. T. Menden­
hall, of Charleston, S. C , Treasurer. J. Hartwell, of Ala., and J. 
C. Crane, of Ya., Secretaries. 

O n motion, 
Messengers from corresponding bodies were invited to present them­

selves, when the following were reported, and cordially invited to par­
ticipate in the deliberations of the session: 
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American and Foreign Bible Society.—Rev. R. Babcock, D. D., 
Rev. E. Kingsford, W . H. Wycoff, esq. 

American Sunday School Union.—Rev. R. Babcock, D. D., Rev. 
J. B. Taylor, J. C. Crane. 

American Baptist Publication Society.—Rev. Messrs. T. S. Mal-
com, W . Shadrach, J. C. Harrison, W . L. Dennis, G. Kempton. 

General Association of Kentucky.—Rev. A. D. Sears. 
Ministering brethren present were invited to seats. Whereupon, 

the following were reported: 
T. D. Anderson, J. W . M. Williams, W . G. Margrave, W . O. Bai­

ley, D. Benedict, R. Tisdale, C. A. Lewis, R. A. Child, R. W . Cole, 
L. Battaile, G. W . Sampson, A. J. Huntington, R. H. Sedgwick, J. 
S. Purify, J. H. Fox, J. C. Bailey, G. Bradford, J. B. White. 

Brother Mallary offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That it becomes us as a religious body, assembled to 
transact business intimately connected with the welfare of Zion, the 
destiny of immortal souls, and the glory of God, solemnly to acknow­
ledge our utter helplessness, and the necessity of attending to all our 
deliberations under the influence of the divine sentiment, "not by 
might, nor by power, but by m y Spirit, saith the Lord." 

Resolved, That it becomes the duty of every member of this Con­
vention, in view of the vastly impoitant subjects which claim our 
consideration, and the momentous results, either injurious or salutary, 
which may be expected to flow from our present course of action, to 
cultivate an humble, serious and devotional frame of mind; to look 
constantly to God for the abundant and powerful influences of his 
blessed Spirit, that we may be enabled to prosecute our deliberations 
with christian courtesy, gentleness and love; that nothing may be 
done through strife and vain glory; that the honor of the great Head 
of the church may lie very near our hearts, and that we may be ena­
bled to act in harmony, and in accordance with the divine will. 

Resolved, That before the final vote upon questions of vital import­
ance, (and at such other times as may be deemed suitable by the 
body,) the business of the Convention shall be suspended, and prayer 
offered up to Almighty God, for the special guidance of his Spirit. 

The following preamble and resolution were, on motion of Brother 
Stocks, adopted: 

Whereas, in the 5th Art. of the Constitution of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, it is provided, "that the Convention shall elect, at 
each triennial meeting, as many Boards of Managers, as in its judg­
ment will be necessary for carrying out the benevolent objects it may 
determine to promote." Therefore, 

Resolved, That a Committee of two delegates from each State 
and the District of Columbia, be appointed to consider and report 
upon the expediency of organizing Boards of Managers, for Bible 
and Publication operations. 

The following brethren were appointed the Committee: 
T. Stocks, B. M. Sanders, S. Furman, R. Fuller, J. B. Jeter, J. 

Walker, O. B. Brown, J. S. Bacon, G. F. Adams, A. R. Levering, 
G. Kempton, H. Talbird, J. H. DeVotie, W . C. Crane, T. G. 
Blewett,!. T. Hinton, R. Holman, R. B. C. Howell, P. S. Gayle, 
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W . C. Buck, A. D. Sears, T. Meredith, J. J. Finch, J. Huckens, R. 
N. Herndon. 

O n motion it was 
Resolved, That Rev. J. L. Shuck, of Canton, China, missionary 

of the Board of Foreign Missions, and Yong Seen Sang, a native 
preacher of the above Board, both now present, be introduced by the 
President to the body, to-morrow morning at 11 o'clock, or as soon 
thereafter as may be convenient, and the President of the Convention 
be requested to receive them with a fraternal address, and tender to 
them the hand of recognition. 

Resolved, That Brother T. Simons, missionary to Burmah, being 
present, be cordially invited to a seat with us, and the President be re­
quested to extend to him the hand of fellowship and christian affec­
tion. 

Resolved, That a committee of five brethren be appointed, to nomi­
nate a suitable person to fill the office of Corresponding Secretary for 
the Foreign Mission Board. 

Brethren A. Hall, J. McDaniel, N. M. Crawford, G. Tucker, C. 
C. Conner, and R. Holman, were appointed the committee. 
A communication from B. F. Farnsworth, in reference to a Uni­

versity located at Memphis, Tenn., was read and laid on the table. 
Brethren Jeter, Magoon, Taylor, Smith and Ryland, were appoint­

ed a committee to arrange the religious services during the meeting 
of the Convention. 

O n motion, 
The following was adopted as one of the rules of order: All com­

mittees of the Convention, unless otherwise ordered, shall be appoint­
ed by the President. 

O n motion, 
Resolved, That the hours of meeting during the sessions of the 

Convention, shall be 9 A. M. and 4 P. M.; and the hours of adjourn­
ment, 1 P. M. and 6 P. M. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Brother Babcock. 
8 o'clock, P. M.—According to appointment the Annual Sermon 

was delivered in the First Baptist Church, by Brother R. Fuller, to a 
large and attentive audience. 
Thursday Morning, 9 o'clock. 

The Convention met. Prayer by Brother Bacon. 
The Report of the Board of Foreign Missions, was read by Brother 

Taylor, Corresponding Secretary. After which, it was 
nResolved, That committees, of five members each, be appointed on 

the subjects presented in the Report, as follows, viz : 1st. O n Agen­
cies ; 2d. O n Organs of Publication ; 3rd. O n Finance ; 4th. O n 
the China Mission ; 5th. O n the African Mission ; 6th. On obtaining 
suitable Missionaries, and a Theological Instructor for the China Mis­
sion. 

O n motion, the Report was accepted, and ordered to be published 
with the minutes. 

The Report of the Treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions 
was presented, and referred to the Committee of Finance. 

On motion, the reading of the Repoit of the Board of H o m e Mis-
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sions was deferred, in order to allow an opportunity to introduce 
Brethren J. L. Shuck and Yong Seen Sang to the Convention. 

These Brethren were, according to the resolution adopted yester­
day, introduced by the President, who, in a brief and affectionate 
manner, addressed to each a cordial welcome, and tendered to them 
the hand of fellowship and christian affection. 

Brother Shuck responded in a few words. His feelings would not 
allow him to say more than that he felt great pleasure in mingling in 
the devotions and deliberations of so many brethren, assembled under 
circumstances so pleasing, but that at a proper time he desiied to pre­
sent in detail, such facts and information as would be interesting to 
his brethren, in regard to the mission in that great land of darkness 
where he had been laboring. 

Yong Seen Sang also briefly replied, expressing his pleasure in 
meeting so many disciples, saying that he was once a worshiper of 
idols, but now a disciple of Jesus Christ,and a worshiper of the true God. 
H e expressed his gratitude to God, and to the christians in this country, 
for sending the gospel to China. T h e disciples here had manifested so 
much interest in China, that it would cause him, wThen he returned 
home, to devote himself with renewed zeal to the preaching of the 
gospel and instructing his countrymen. T h e harmony of the disci­
ples was pleasing, they were one here and would be one in heaven. 
H e had one request to make, and that was, " that all the disciples 
in their prayers, morning and evetiing, would remember China." 

O n motion, 
Brother Buck led the Convention in offering up devout thankful­

ness to God for the success of the missionary enterprise, after which 
all united in singing the h y m n commencing, " Hail sweetest dearest 
tie that binds." And the President offered prayer. 

O n motion, 
Resolved, That Brother Shuck be requested to address the Con­

vention at some suitable time, on the following topics, viz : T h e 
seclusive policy of the Chinese Empire, and the causes of seclusion ; 
the recent openings in China, and the causes of these openings; to­
gether witb/tbe prospect of success in the missionary operations pre­
sented by these openings. 

Resolved, That Brother Thomas Simons, recently from the for­
eign field, be requested to address the Convention on the prospects of 
the Burman Mission, at some hour to be named by the Committee on 
Religious Services. 

T h e Report of the Board of Domestic Missions was read by Bio. 
Holman, Corresponding Secretary, which was accepted and ordered 
to be printed. 

O n motion, 
Revolved, That committees, of five members each, be appointed on 

subjects presented in the Report, as follows, viz : 1st. O n Agencies • 
2d. O n new Fields of Labor; 3d. O n the instruction of the Colored 
Population; 4th. O n the connection of Colportage with Domestic 
Missionary labor. 

The Treasurer's Report, of the Board of Domestic Missions was pre­
sented, and referred to the Committee of Finance. 
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The Report of the Treasurer of the Convention was also presented, 
and referred to the Committee of Finance. 

Ordered, That a committee of one from each State be appointed 
to nominate Boards of Managers for the Foreign and Domestic Mis­
sion departments. 
Adjourned. Prayer by Brother Shuck. 

4 o'clock, P. M. 
The Convention met. Prayer by Brother Simons. 
On motion, 
Resolved, That Brother Fuller be requested to furnish a copy of 

the sermon delivered before the Convention, for publication. 
The President announced the following committees: 

COMMITTEES O N FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Agencies—T. Hume, H. Talbird, J. R. Scott, A. Williams, J-
Culpepper. 

Organs of Publication—T. Meredith, S. Furman, R. Ryland, J. 
R. Kendrick, W . C. Crane. 
Finance—T. G. Blewett, L. Hickson, N. J. Palmer, R. Reins, G. 

W. Gunn. 
China Missions—R. Fuller, J. B. Jeter, J. H. DeVotie, J. A. 

McKean, A. D. Sears. 
African Mission—W. Crane, C. George, T. W. Haynes, A. T. 

M. Handy, W. Mylne. 
On obtaining suitable Missionaries and a Theological Instructor 

for the China Mission—J. B. Taylor, J. S. Mims, J. L. Shuck, B. 
Manly, jr., R. B. C. Howell. 

Committee on New Fields of Labor.—C. D. Mallary, J. J. James, 
J. N. Brown, R. G. Edwards, R. Holman. 

DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

Committee on Agencies—W. C. Buck, J. J. Finch, P. C. Ed­
wards, P. S. Gayle. 

Committee on New Fields of Labor—I. T. Hinton, D. Sheppard, 
J. Huckens, C. Tyree, G. M. Thompson. 

Committee on Instruction of Colored Population—B. M. San­
ders, J. McDaniel, J. Nichols, H. L. Pettus, J. Walker. 

Committee on Colportage—R. B. C. Howell, E. Ball, N. M. 
Crawford, R. Holman, J. L. Prichard. 
Committee to nominate Boards of Managers—T. Stocks, O. W . 

Briggs, N. J. Palmer, J. A. Lawton, T. Stringfellow, G. Tucker, O. 
B. Brown, C. C. Conner, G. Kempton, A. A. Connella, I. T. Hin­
ton, W. C. Buck. 
Adjourned. Prayer by Brother Furman. 

Friday Morning, 9 o'clock. 
The Convention met. Prayer by Brother Finch. 
On motion, 
Resolved, That the Foreign Mission Board be charged with the 

publication of the sermon of Dr. Fuller; the expense thereof to be 
divided between each of the Boards, and the profits arising from the 
sale thereof to be equally divided between the Foreign and Domestic 
Missions. 
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T h e Committee on Delegation reported the following as duly ap­
pointed members of the Convention : 

DELEGATES. 
.$ettns,ylbanfa. 

Spruce St. Bap. Ch. Philad'a,— 
G. Kempton. 

J-Karjlanti. 

7th Bap. Ch. Baltimore,— 
O. W . Briggs, A. R. Levering. 

Madison St. Ch. Baltimore,— 
G. F. Adams. 

Calvert St. Ch. Baltimore,— 
J. A. McKean. 

By the sub. of W. Crane and Son,— 
W. Crane. 

"Ftrsfttta. 

Va. Bap. For. Miss. Society,— 
W. Southwood, A. M. Poindexter, 

A. Hall, W. A. Baynham, W. H. 
Kirk, J. Walker, W. P. Farish, J. 
Martin, B. C. Hancock, R. H. Bag­
by, J. B. Taylor, B. Grimsley, L. 
W. Allen. J. D. McGill, E. Kings­
ford, J. S. Bacon, A. Snead, E. L. 
Magoon, C. T. Wortham, W. Mylne, 

J. Bagby, R. A. Christian, A. S. 
Broaddus, J. B. Jeter, J. C. Crane, 
E. Ball, A. Thomas, R. Reins, D. 
Witt, S. G. Mason, T. D. Herndon, 
C. L. Cocke, J. O. Turpin, S. S. 
Sumner, T. Herndon, S. Smith, T. 
Binford, R. Jones, C. B. Gennet, C. 
Tyree, J. Clopton, J. M. Garnett, W. 
Todd, J. Pollard, J. Witt, P. Monta­
gue, M. T. Sumner, D. W. Dodge, 
J. L. Gwaltney, J. W. D. Creath, J. 
N. Brown, S. Harris, C. George, D. 
Shaver, J. R. Scott, R. N. Herndon, 
J. L. Prichard, O. B. Brown, I. S. 
Tinsley, J. H. Steger, J. T. Ander­
son, T. B. Anderson. 

Portsmouth Bap. Church,— 

T. Hume. 

Cumberland St. Ch., Norfolk,— 

W . Dey, S. Salisbury, M. Davis. 
Stevensburg, Providence and Fal­

mouth Churches,— 
T. Stringfellow. 

Accomac Association,— 
P. Warren. 

Market St. Ch., Petersburg,— 
W . H. Jordan, F. H. Robertson, 

C. F. Fisher, B. Todd. 

Richmond African Miss. Society,— 
R. Ryland. 

Bap. State Convention,— 
B. M. Sanders, T. Stocks, C. D. 

Mallary, A. Williams, H. O. Wyer,* 
J. Huckens, J. Thomas, jr. 

Bap. Church, Macon,— 
J. R. Kendrick. 

By his own subscription,— 
W. H. Turpin.* 

SoutJ) (Karottna. 

Bap. State Convention,— 
H. D. Duncan,* A. J. Battle. 

Tyger River Association,— 
J. G. Landrum.* 

Edgefield Association,— 
W . B. Johnson, J. M. Chiles.* 

Welch Neck Association,— 

J. O. B. Dargin, P. C. Edwards, 
S. Furman, R. Furman,* R. G. Ed­

wards, J. M. Timmons, J. Culpepper. 

Bethel Association,— 
J. S. Mims. 

Edisto Association,— 
L. Hickson. 

Edgefield Church,— 
L. Dupree. 

Black Swamp Miss. Society,— 
T. W. Rambaut. 

Those marked thus * absent, 
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Savannah River Association,— 
R. Fuller, J. A. Lawton, J. Nichols. 

Charleston Bap. Association,— 
N. M . Crawford, T. W . Haynes, 

M. T. Mendenhall.* 

Gen. Com. of Charleston Assoc?n,— 
D. Shepherd, J. Divver, E. G. Sass. 

Alabama. 

First Bap. Ch., Tuscaloosa,— 
B. Manly, jr. 

Spring Hill Church,— 

A. A. Connella, L. B. Lane.* 
Siloam Church,— 
J. H. DeVotie. 

Gainesville and Sumpter Chs.,— 
J. F. Brown.* 

By his own subscription,— 
J. H. Brown.* 

By his own subscription,— 
T. P. Miller.* 

Alabama State Convention,— 
B. Manly,* J. C. Jones,* A. T. M 

Handy, H. Talbird, A. Travis,* T 
Chilton,* E. D. King,* G. W. Gunn, 
R. Holman, W. W. Mason,* J. H. 
De Votie, D. P. Bestor,* J. Hartwell. 
J. G. Shorter,* H. G. McCraw,* B. 
Hodges,* E. Baptist,* A. B. Smith, 
T. W. Sydnor. 

Columbus Association,— 
T. G. Blewett. 

Columbus Church,— 
W. C. Crane. 

Hernando Church,— 
G. Tucker. 

Wort!) ©arolfna, 

Wilmington Church,— 
J. McDaniel. 

Bap. State Convention,— 
T. Meredith, G. M. Thompson. 

Ex. Boaid of State Convention^— 
N. J. Palmer, J. J. James, J. J. 
Finch. 

Uentudfc£. 

China Mission Society,— 
W. C. Buck, H. Malcom,* A. D. 

Sears, J. H. Bagby, J. L. Waller,* 
T. G. Keen.* 

Houfsfanna. 

First Bap. Ch, New. Orleans,— 
I. T. Hinton. 

STcnrtessee. 

Bap. For. Miss. Society,— 
R. B. C. Howell. 

West Tenn. Bap. Convention,— 
C. C. Conner, H. L. Pettus, P. S. 
Gayle. 

Clanton, (E-trtna. 

First Bap. Church, subscription by 
J. Wilson, esq., Bait.,— 

J. L. Shuck. 
Collections in Bait, by J. L. Shuck,— 
S. C. Clopton. 

Brother Fuller, Chairman of the Committee on the China Mission, 
presented a report, which was accepted and ordered to be printed: 

The Committee on the China Mission can scarcely employ the calm language suita­
ble to a report, in speaking of this department of our noble enterprise. Never before 
has there been presented to the eye of christian philanthropy, such an inviting field 
for labor. The history and character of the Chinese have been too little studied, and 
ought at once to engage the attention of every member of our churches. 
Centuries ago an Almighty hand interposed, and arresting the victorious arms of 

Tamerlane, thus rescued this people from the degrading curse of Mohammedanism. 
Afterwards, when the ambition of R o m e seemed about to enslave them in the chains 
of popery, God again interposed and frustrated Jesuitism by its own duplicity. Late 
events have conspired to break down that strange policy which hitherto sealed up 
China from the influences of the truth, and to throw open her teeming millions to the 
zeal and love of Christendom. And lastly, the act of Toleration has, within a few 
months, secured for the heralds of the Cross, advantages which are really denied them 
on the continent of christian Europe, so mis-called. 

B 



10 Proceedings. 

In the severe morality of the Confucian philosophy, your missionaries will find a 
source of pharasaical pride in the Chinaman; but they will also find an overwhelming 
argument to convince him of guilt, by his own standard. And if Taouism and Budn-
ism bow the people under a debasing yoke, these modifications of superstition are, in 
truth, far less baleful than the forms in which idolatry exists in most other heathen 
lands. Add to all this, that the Chinese are preeminently an enquiring and reading 
people ; that the very events which have unlocked their Empire to other nations, have 
opened their hearts to the citizens of the United States ; that they are not under the 
bondage of priests; above all, that no distinctions of castes oppose their iron barriers 
to the conversion of souls;—unite these facts, and your committee will be justified in 
affirming, that never before was a Missionary Board solicited by such a harvest. 

The efforts of Baptists in China have hitherto been limited, but in proportion to the 
labor, there has been more success than in any other part of the Asiatic continent. 
Your committee cannot but remark, too,—with no complacency, but with profound 
gratitude, and as indicating the leadings of Providence,—that the operations of our 
denomination have been peculiarly blessed by God in this country, and that many of 
the converts—unlike the first-fruits in other places—have been men of fine education, 
of literary habits, and well fitted to become native preachers. 

Your committee regard China as the province where our forces ought chiefly to be 
concentrated. They will be pardoned for expressing the hope, that your body will 
confine its attention to a very few fields, and not divide, and thus weaken your ener­
gies. They recommend the most prompt and vigorous measures for prosecuting your 
enterprise in this land of promise; respectfully advising your body to send out as large 
a band of missionaries as possible, and with them, men qualified to become theologi­
cal instructors to the Chinese candidates for the ministry; that, thus, your power may 
be increased, and your efficiency, as well as economy, may be consulted, by large ac­
cessions of native talent and piety to the work of the mission. 

In conclusion, your committee submit to your body the necessity of at once erecting 
a neat chapel in the city of Canton. N o argument can be required as to the propriety 
of building sanctuaries for the worship of God. W e all feel this to be our duty in our 
own country. In China, such an edifice is more indispensable than in our own coun­
try, since the narrowness of the streets, and the crowded population, forbid preaching 
in the open air ; and the people have been educated to regard a public edifice as the 
proper place for religious instruction. Nor can their w o m e n be brought into the as­
semblies, except in a house for public devotion. 

R. F U L L E R , Chair'n. 

Brother Buck, chairman of the Committee on Agencies, for the\ 
Board of Domestic Missions, presented a ieport, which was accepted \ 
and ordered to be printed : 

The committee to whom was submitted so much of the report of the Board of Home 
Missions as relates to the subject of Agencies, having had the same under considera­
tion, beg leave to make the following report: 

Your committee concur in the sentiment, that the churches are the proper primary 
missionary bodies recognized in the N e w Testament, and that pastors and ministers 
are the proper agents ; and they are ready to admit, that when all the churches shall 
be brought up to the standard of the N e w Testament churches, in sentiment and ac­
tion, that the necessity of employing agents for the prosecution of benevolent enter­
prises will be mostly, if not entirely, obviated: but until the churches and ministry 
shall arrive to this state of primitive holiness, self-denial and zeal, agents are indis­
pensable to the success of our benevolent operations. Indeed, your committee regard 
the present system of agencies as the chief instrumentality, available to benevolent 
societies, not only for the carrying out of their several specific objects, but for the pur­
pose of effecting the desired reformation in the churches themselves. Your committee, 
therefore, recommend the employment of suitable agents by the Board of H o m e Mis­
sions, who shall be charged with the duty of not only collecting funds for the society, 
but, especially, with the promotion of religious and missionary zeal among the minis­
try and churches. Respectfully submitted. W . C. B U C K , Chair'n. 

On motion, 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report a suitable place -

for holding the next Triennial Convention, and to nominate brethren 
to perform the stated services of the occasion. 
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Brethren J. Culpepper, W . C. Buck, S. S. Sumner, W . C. Crane 
and R. B. C. Howell, were appointed the committee. 

A communicaiion having been received from the American S. S. 
Union, an opportunity was afforded the messengers named to address 
the Convention. 

Brethren Babcock, Taylor and J. C. Crane briefly presented the 
claims of that Institution, recommending its publications, and its noble 
objects, to the attention and prayerful interest of all the friends of 
evangelical education. 

Brethren Shuck and Simons, also addressed the Convention in 
favor of the S. S. Union. 
Brother W. Crane, Chairman of the Committee on the African 
Mission, presented a report, which was accepted and ordered to 
be printed. 

The committee appointed on the subject of Missions to Africa, submit the following 
brief report: 

Whether we look over the history of prophets and apostles of ancient time, or the 
labors of modern missionaries of the Cross, the redemption of the African race has 
ever been an object of deep solicitude. More than one hundred years ago, the pious, 
self-denying Moravians had attempted in several places to preach the gospel in Africa. 
Immediately after the beloved Carey was sent to India, two missionaries were sent by 
the English Baptists to the west coast of Africa. And twenty-five years ago, two col­
ored Baptist missionaries were sent from this city, by the Board of the Triennial Con­
vention, to disseminate the word of life in the same region, supported mainly by the 
African Missionary Society of this city. Since which time, brethren Holton, Skinner, 
Crocker and others, have labored and died on this missionary field. The Great Head 
of the church has, however, for inscrutable reasons, suffered all these efforts, in a great 
measure, to fail in producing any apparently extensive harvest. Twenty-five years ago, 
a little church of only /seven members, with Lett.Ca#-e-y as pastor, was organized in an I 
upper room of a private dwelling in this city. That church is now the First Baptist 
church in Monrovia. It has been the mother of some seven to ten other churches, and 
also of the Providence Baptist Association in Liberia. Since that period, hundreds of 
colored Baptists have emigrated from this country and settled permanently in the land 
of their forefathers, who will gladly cooperate with the Board of this Convention, and 
particularly with the vast numbers of their colored brethren in the southern States, in 
spreading the gospel over that benighted country. And whether w e view this great 
subject in the light of simply sending the gospel to the heathen, or in the light of re­
pairing the wrongs of oppressed Africa, or in the light of employing and benefiting 
the piety and zeal of probably one hundred and fifty thousand cold-hearted Baptists 
in our own country, your committee cannot but earnestly urge that our enquiries, 
our prayers, and our efforts, may be energetically employed in this behalf. Expe­
rience has demonstrated, that missionaries from the north cannot hope to be permanently 
useful in a sultry African climate, while such men as Lott Carey have settled and la­
bored there without even suffering from an acclimating sickness, and your committee 
deem it of the first importance that colored missionaries should be sought and called 
out from our southern churches to be employed in our African Mission. These would 
deeply interest our colored brethren, and doubtless be vastly useful to them. It is be­
lieved, that with proper effort, from five to ten colored missionaries might be support­
ed by the colored brethren in this country. But your committee deem it peculiarly 
important that at least two well educated, well qualified missionaries, fitted for the 
work, should be employed there as leaders in an African Mission; and they would 
affectionately inquire, whether some of our good southern pastors cannot feel that God 
has called them to this important service. 

In conclusion, your committee submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in view of the present condition of the African race, and in view of the 

indications of Divine Providence towards that portion of the great family of fallen 
man, w e feel that a solemn obligation rests not only upon this Convention, but upon 
all christians, to furnish them with the gospel, and a suitable christian ministry. 

W. CRANE, Chairman. 
Brother Hume, Chairman of the Committee on Agencies for the 
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Board of Foreign Missions, presented a report, which was accepted 
and ordered to be printed. 

The subject assigned to your committee may be regarded as embracing the general 
question, what is the best mode of raising funds ? It is very desirable that at this period 
of our organization, such a course of mean3 be adopted on this subject as shall be 
most effective in its present operation, and most desirable in its future influence. W e 
have embarked in expenditures which require the immediate and liberal contributions 
of the churches. At the same time w e are but beginning to cultivate a portion of the 
vast fields which are now desolate. The expenditure necessary in these must increase, 
while others will demand a more abundant and constantly replenished treasury. H o w 
very vital then is the importance of the consideration now before us. Bearing in 
mind the peculiar views held by some, w e have desired to consult those views to a 
certain extent. Yet it appears to us that a judicious system of agency^ iŝ the chief mode 
which should be relied on. W e have been unable to decide 'upon any other general 
plan, which w e should feel justified in proposing. Those adverse to the system of 
agency, have failed to suggest a course which may be safely pursued by us, and w e are 
shut up to the recommendation w e have made. 

Our present need of funds, requires that agents should be sent out to represent our 
wants to the churches ; without this, the vast majority of them must be comparatively 
ignorant of our necessities. The enterprises projected by the Board and the calls 
which are issuing from the millions of benighted heathen, must be presented before 
the churches chiefly by intelligent and judicious agents. Many intelligent and faithful 
pastors may be relied on to perform this service, yet the larger number of those who 
are thus connected with the churches cannot be confided in. The periodicals of your 
Board, and the religious press at large, will do much to diffuse information and secure 
help, but many will be inaccessible or unaffected by these, and can only be influenced 
by the presence of an agent. 

The best mode of securing agents, the propriety of cooperating with State societies 
in the appointment and direction of agents, the number, &.c, may be safely left to the 
discretion of the Board. W e may be permitted to suggest, that such a course should 
be pursued, as will incite the churches to the establishment of some system which will 
secure their regular cooperation. The efforts made with them should be directed as 
much to their future and continued action, as to their present contributions. 
W e are pleased to see that the Board have secured the services of pastors and other 

ministering brethren, as gratuitous agents in their own immediate districts. Your com­
mittee recommend this course to be pursued as extensively as possible. W e are per­
suaded that many pastors may be induced faithfully to act among their own churches, 
and to represent the interests of the Board throughout the associations. 
Occasionally meetings for conference with pastors and churches, might be called un­

der the direction of the Corresponding Secretary, or an agent, or some active m e m ­
ber of the Board. These should be continued for successive days, during which, plans 
for united action might be agreed on. W e would advise, that arrangements should be 
made with kindred societies, or their agents, as to the times when they would respec­
tively occupy given fields. It is often the case, that churches are visited by agents in 
such quick succession, as to be burdened or distracted by their appeals, or disgusted by 
the unintermitted applications which have been made to them. 

If w e might indicate to the churches, through this report, any particular mode of 
operation, w e would recommend that among other means of raising funds, that which 
will most readily secure repeated contributions is very desirable. W e know of no bet­
ter rule than that which inspiration has given in the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, 
xvi: 2. 

In the experience of many, the regular Sabbath day contribution (where it has been 
practicable) has been found well adapted to secure the mites of the multitude, and the 
receipts have thus been greatly increased. 

All which is respectfully submitted. T. H U M E , Chairman. 

Brother Stocks, Chairman of the Committee appointed to consider 
the expediency of organizing Boards of Managers for the Bible and 
Publication departments, reported resolutions, which were laid on the 
table and 300 copies ordered to be printed. 

Brother Hall, Chairman of the Committee to nominate a Brother 
to fill the office of Conesponding Secretary for the Board of Foreign 
Missions, reported that the oommilttee recommended Rev. J. B. Tay­
lor. And on motion, 


