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PROCEEDINGS. 

M O N T G O M E R Y , A L A . , M A T 11th, 1855. 

The Convention met this morning at 10 o'clock, in the First Baptist 
church. A hymn was sung, a portion of the scriptures was read, and 
prayer offered by Bro. W . H. Bayliss, of Tennessee. 

The President, brother R. B. C. Howell, called the meeting to order. 
Brother W m . Carey Crane, Secretary, present; brother H. K. Ellyson, 

the other Secretary, absent. Bro. J. M. Watt was appointed Secretary, 
pro tern. 

The several states were called over, and the names of delegates present
ed. 

Brother N. G. Foster, of Georgia, offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That a committee he appointed to report on credentials; 
Which motion, on motion of brother W . P. Chilton, of Alabama, was 

laid on the table. 
On motion of brother H. Talbird, of Alabama, the Convention then 

proceeded to the election of officers by ballot. 
Brethren B. Kimbrough, A. C. Dayton, C. K. Winston, J. H. DeVotie, 

B. L. Thurman and J. B. Taylor were appointed tellers. 
Pending the casting of ballots and announcement of election, the time 

was spent in singing and prayer. Brethren L. W . Allen and P. H. Mell 
offered prayer. Special prayer was offered for our missionaries, by breth
ren A. M. Poindexter, Jos. Walker and H. F. Buckner. 

The tellers announced the following elected : 

PRESIDENT. 

K. B. C. HOWELL, of Va. 

VICE PRESIDENTS. 

THOS. STOCKS, of Ga., J. B. JETER, of Va., 

W M . C. BUCK, of Miss. 

WM. CAREY CRANE, of Miss., \Steretarit8m 

B. C. PRESSLEY, of S. C, Treasurer. 

On motion of brother H. Talbird, of Ala., 
Resolved, Unanimously, that brother W. P. Chilton;, of Alabama, having the 

highest number of votes for fourth Vice President, and brothei J. M. Watt, of Ala., 
having the highest number of votes for second Secretary, be declared severally 
elected to those offices. 

The Constitution and Rules of order were then read. 
On motion of brother A. D. Sears, of Ky., 
Resolved, That a committee of one from each state represented in the Convention, 

be appointed to examine credentials, and report who are entitled to seats, as mem
bers of the Convention. 
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Brethren J. W . M. Williams, of Md., T. C. Teasdale, of D. C , T. W . 
Sydnor, of Va., T. W . Tobey, of N. C, J. P. Boyce, of S. C , N. G. 
Foster, of Ga., C F. Sturges, of Ala., J. Mercer, of Fla., W . C Duncan, 
of La., W . M. Farrar, of Miss., J. J. Toon of Tenn. and A. W . Meaeham, 
of Ky., were appointed said committee. 

On motion of brother I. T. Tichenor, 

Resolved, That the Convention will assemble daily at 9 and 3 o'clock, and 
adjourn at 1 and 6 o'clock, P. M. 

On motion of brother J. H. DeVotie, of Ala., 

Rcsohcd. That the Secretaries of the various Boards be added to the committee 
on credentials. 

On motion of brother S. Henderson, of Ala., 

Resolved, That the reading of the reports of the Domestic Mission Board, and 
the Bible Board, be made the order of the day, for this afternoon ; the reading of 
the report of the Foreiga Mission Board, for to-morrow morning; and to-morrow 
afternoon and evening, be devoted to the Southern Baptist Publication Society. 

On motion of brother S. Landrum, of Ga., brethren S. Henderson, of 
Ala., J. F. Dagg, of Ga., B Manly, Jr., of Va., were appointed to prepare 
a list of delegates and their residences, and to have 500 copies printed for 
the use of the Convention. 

Appointed the following members a committee on Religious Exercises : 
Brethren I. T. Tichenor, A. B. McWhorter, Thomas Stocks, W . H. 
Gwathmey, A. E. Mclver, Wade Hill, A. M. Walker and Albert Williams. 

Brother J. L. Burrows, of Va., moved that ministers and brethren, not 
members, be invited to seats in the Convention, to aid by counsel and 
advice. 

Brother J. H. Campbell, of Ga., moved to amend, by inviting all minis
ters of evangelical denominations. 
Pending this motion, the hour for adjournment arrived. Adjourned. 

Prayer by brother C. K. Winston, of Tennessee. 

T H R E E O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Convention met. Prayer was offered by brother B. Manly, Jr., of 
Virginia. 

Resumed discussion of the motion, and amendment offered in the 
morning. 

After remarks from brother J. H. Campbell and brother J. S. Baker, 
the amendment was withdrawn, and it was 
Resolved, That ministers oi our denomination, who are present, be invited to 

seats with us. 

The report of the Bible Board, was read by the Corresponding Secretary, 
brother A. C. Dayton. (See Appendix A.) 

Bro. I. J. Roberts offered some remarks, after which the report of the 
Treasurer was read by brother Dayton. On motion of brother J. E. 
Dawson, of Ga., the reports were adopted, and referred to the following 
coumiittees: 

On plans for future operations.—Brethren Sam'l Henderson, Ala., 
J. li. Boyce, S. C.5 J. H. Low, La., W. M. Farrar, Miss., C. K. Winston, 
Tenn. 
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Destitution of Bible in foreign lands.—Brethren J. A. Broadus, 
Va., J. H. DeVotie, Ala., J. J. Toon, Tenn., T. G. Jones, Va., A. D. 
Sears, Ky. 

On Destitution of Bible in this country.—A. C. Dayton, Tenn., J. 
W . M. Williams, Md., J. L. Prichard, Va., J. P. Tustin, S. C , T. W . 

Tobey, N. C. 
On Colportage.—Brethren W . W . Everts, Ky., J. H. Campbell, Ga., 

B. Kimbrough, Tenn., B. Manly, Jr., Va., T. G. Keen, Ala. 
The report of the Board of Domestic Missions was read by brother 

Joseph Walker, Corresponding Secretary. The report of the Treasurer 
was also read by brother Walker. (See Appendix B.) 

On motion of brother Boyce, of S. C , 

Resolved, That the report of the Domestic Mission Board, be referred to commit
tees. 1. On missions to California. 2. To New Orleans. 3. To African Popula
tion. 4. On importance of missions to large towns and cities. 5. On the difficulty 
of securing a sufficient number of missionaries for the necessities of the Board. 
6. On the need of Agents. 

The President announced the following committee on New Orleans: 
Brethren H. H. Tucker, Ga., J. E. Dawson, Ga., J. H. DeVotie, Ala., 
J. P. Boyce, S. C , C. K. Winston, Tenn. 

On motion of brother J. E. Dawson, of Ga., 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the relation of Rev. I. 
J. Roberts, to the Foreigu Mission Board of this Convention, and the grounds on 
which the action in his case was based. 

Committee.—Brethren J. E. Dawson, W . P. Chilton, Ala., J. W . M. 
Williams, Md., W m . W . Everts, Ky., W . C. Buck, Miss., Thomas Stocks, 
Ga., J. P. Boyce, S. C. 

The President announced the following persons the committeson finance: 
Brethren H. Talbird, Ala., H. H. Tucker, Ga., J. D. Winston, Tenn., 
D. Peebles, Ala., R. L. Thuiman, Ky. 

Adjourned. Prayer by brother J. E. Dawson, of Ga. 

8 O'CLOCK. 

Rev. A. D. Sears, of Ky., preached the Convention sermon. Text, 
Psalms, xxii., 27 v. Theme—Christianity, the ultimate religion of all men. 

S A T U R D A Y M O R N I N G , 9 O'CLOCK, May 12th. 

The Convention met. Prayer by brother Elisha Perryman, of Ga. 
Proceedings of yesterday were read. 
Brother J. P. Tustin, of S. C , moved that so much of the journal be 

stricken out as referred to inviting others than members to seats. Brother 
C. F. Sturges, of Ala., moved to amend, by instructing the Secretaries to 
leave out of the records, all motions not adopted. After a lengthy discus
sion, in which brethren Tustin, Presley, Chilton, M. Winston, Jeter, Daw
son, Campbell, Crane, Sears, Mell, Baker, Buck, Pritchard, Poindexter and 
others, took part, the previous question was called for, and it was decided 
by a vote of 69 to 78 not to strike out any portion of the proceedings. 
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^ The committee on religious exercises reported the preachers for the va
rious pulpits on the Sabbath. 

Baptist Church.—11 o'clock, Rev. J. B. Jeter, D. D.; afternoon, Rev. J. L. 
Burrows, D. D.; night, mass meeting for Domestic Missions, Rev. J. Walker and 
Rev. J. E. Dawson. 
Presbyterian Church.—11 o'clock, R. B.C.Howell, D. D.; afternoon, Rev. W . 

C. Duncan; night, W . W . Everts, D. D. 
Methodist Episcopal Church.—11 o'clock, Rev. T. C. Teasdale; afternoon, Rev. 

T. G. Jones; night, Rev. J. O. B. Dargan. 
Methodist Protestant Church.—11 o'clock, Rev. W . H. Bayliss; afternoon, Rev. 

S. G. Hillyer; night, Rev. J. W . M. Williams. 
Jifrican Church.—11 o'clock, Rev. W . C. Buck; afternoon, Rev. N. G. Foster. 

The committee on delegation reported : 

LIST OF DELEGATES TO THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

MARYLAND. 

First Baptist Church, Baltimore.—J. W. M. Williams, Fred. Harrison, Jr. 
Seventh Baptist Church, Baltimore.—Roswell H. Graves. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Thirteenth St. Baptist Church, Washington.—T. C. Teasdale. 

VIRGINIA. 

Baptist Foreign Missionary Society.—J. B. Jeter, R. B. C. Howell, J. B. Taylor* 
J. L. Burrows, A. M. Poindexter, W. H. Gwathmey, J. A. Broadus, J. L. Prich
ard, T. W. Sydnor, T. G. Jones, L. W . Allen, Miles Davis, R. Ford, M. 
Winston, A. Jones, A. E. Dickinson, Z. J. George, B. Manly, Jr., AV. H. 
Williams, James M. Taylor. 
Albemarle Association.—Jno. A. Broadus. 

-' Female Missionary Society of Bruington and St. Stephen's Church, King $• 
Queen Co.—J. B. Jeter. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

State Convention—T. W. Tobey, Elias Dodson. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Charleston Association.—J. P. Tustin, W. D. Rice, J. P. Boyce, B. C. Pressley. 
Edgefield Association.—Albert Waller, Z. Watkins, J. H. Wideman, 
Salem Association—R. F. Whilden, Osborn Woodward. 
Reedy River Association.—A. K. I hirham. 
Savannah River Association.—J. M. C. Breaker. 
Welch JYeck Association.—J. O. B. Dargan, G. B. Bealer, T. P. Lide, A. E. 

Mclver, J. A. W . Thomas, John Culpeper. 
On Subscription of Mrs. L. G. Clarke.—T. D. Gwin. 
Edisto Association.—A. H. Fort. 

GEORGIA. 

State Convention—-Thos. Stocks, P. H. Mell, A. T. Holmes, C. M. Irvin, J. O. 
Scriven, E. Dyer, J. S. Baker, J. M. Wood, J. H. Kilpatrick, J. Grisham, W. A. 
Callaway, J. E. Dawson, L. R. L. Jennings, J. F. Dagg, S. Landrum, W . J. 
Harley, S. G. Hillyer, Otis Stuih, J. H. Campbell, V. A. Gaskill, Jas. Davis, A. 
M. Walker, N. G. Foster, Jas. H, Callaway, J. W. Shackelford, H. H. Tucker, 
B. B. Amos, S. G. Daniel, A. S. Morrall, R. a. Dickinson, T. U. Wilkes, D. G. 
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Daniel, W . D. Adkinson, S. Felder, R. B. Hilton, Jas. K. Redd, Elisha Perry
man, M. E. Bacon, J. M. Goss, A. D. Phillips, R. J. Bacon. 

On Subscription of W. H. Turpin, Augusta, Ga.—J. W. Whitlock, D. K. 
Wright. 

ALABAMA. 

State Convention.—H. Talbird, I. T. Tichenor, C. F. Sturgis, D. Peebles, R. J. 
Ware, A. Williams, J. H. Foster, T. H. Watts, J. Bankston, A. J. Battle, J. 
Walker, D. Lee, S. Henderson, W. P. Chilton, J M. Watt, W . Williams, A. A. 
Connella, K. Hawthorne, H. Williams, F. Callawav, D. R. W. Mclver, J. D. 
Williams, H. E. Taliaferro, J. A. Collins, J. H. Baker, J. H. DeVotie, M. P. 
Jewett, E. B. Teague, W m . Howard, J. C. Foster, T. G. Keen, P. H. Lundy, J. 
Robinson, J. Rrves, J. W. Williams, Ed. Baptist, F. M. Law, Wade Hill, S. Ball, 
C. R. Cross, M. Bishop, J. F. Bledsoe, H. H. Bacon, J. C. Jones, C. Battle, W . 
B. Jones, G. Longmire, F. Hardy, J. M. Newman, W. W. Mason, R. Holman, A. 
T. M. Handy, Hugh Carmichael, A. Van Hoose, John Wilmer, G, W. Gwin, R. 
E. Brown, J. E. Dennard. 
Alabama Baptist Bible Society.—M. B. Clement, P. H. Lundy, A. B. Goodhue, 

Dr. A. B. McWhorter, B. F. Noble, J. H. DeVotie, Dr. A. A. Wilson, P. E. 
Collins, J. Headen, J. Falkner, Piatt Stout, R. P. Lide, I. J. Roberts, Rob. Carson, 
Dr. J. S. Bacon, W. B. Haralson, W. W. Wilks, John C. Jones. 
St. Francis Street Baptist Church, Mobile.—T. G. Keen, J. E. Bell, T. Barlow, 

D. Gordon, E. G. Talbert, J. S. Bacon, J. C. Foster, J. R. Haggard, J. Nunn, 
J. B. Scott, W . C. Mclver, D. R. Lide. 
Selma Baptist Church.—A. G. McCraw. 
Montgomery Church.—C. Phillips, W. W. Waller, H. W . Watson, E. M. Dil

lard, T. B. Burton, W. P. Vandeveer. 
Hopewell Church.—S. R. Freeman, J. H. DeVotie, 
Siloam Church, Marion.—Wm. H. Mcintosh, Z. G. Henderson. 
Talladega Church.—C. R. Cross. 
Center Ridge Church.—R. P. Lide. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
"" State Convention.—Wm. Carey Crane, W. C. Buck,lWm. M. Farrar, A. W. 
Middleton, T. B. Lockhart, W m . C. Duncan, J. H. Low, L. H. Millikin. 

TENNESSEE. 

General Association, Tennessee and JYorlhAla.—Wm. H. Bayless, W. P. Jones, 
C. K. Winston, J. D. Winston, J. J. Toon, A. C. Dayton, B. Kimbrough, G. 
L. Sandige. 
Murfreesborough Church, Tenn.—Wm. Shelton, C. C. Bitting. 
Muscle Shoal Association, Ala.—W. Thomas. 
General Association, East Tennessee.—E. Strode, Matt. Hillsman. 
First Baptist Church, JYashville.—W. H. Bayless. 

KENTUCKY. 

General Association.—W. W. Everts, A. D. Sears, R. L. Thurman. 
Bethel Association, Kentucky.—A. W . Meacham, J. M. Bennett. 
Walnut St. Church, Louisville.—Jas. Edmonds. 
Hopkinsville and Lebanon Churches.—Dr. E. J. Vaughn. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans Church.—W. C. Duncan, R. H. Brown, J. H. Low. 

FLORIDA CONVENTION. 

Jos. Mercer. 
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The order of the day was taken up. Rev. James B. Taylor, Correspon
ding Secretary, read the report of the Board of Foreign Missions. (See 
Appendix C.) 

Brother J. H. Campbell made some interesting remarks. 

On motion of brother W . C. Buck, of Miss., 

Resolved, That the report of the Board of Foreign Missions, be referred to the 
following committees : 1. Oa China Missions. 2. On African Missions. 3. On 
New Foreign Fields. 4. Onjan of Publication. 
The President temporarily vacated the Chair, which was assumed by 

brother Thomas Stocks, 1st Vice President, for the remainder of the 
morning session. 

The Chair announced the following committees : 

On China Missions.—Brethren P. H. Mell, Ga., M. P. Jewett, Ala., 
B. Manly, Jr., Va., J. 0. B. Dargan, S. C , T. D. Gwin, S. C. 

African Mission.—Brethren N. G. Foster, Ga., J. M. C. Breaker, 
S. C , H. E. Taliaferro, Ala., R. H. Graves, Md., W m . H. Gwath
mey, Va. 

Mew Foreign Fields.—Brethren J. S. Bacon, Ala., T. P. Lide, S. C , 
R. F. Whilden, S. C , R. Holman, Ala., W . Hill, Ala. 

Organ of Publication.—Brethren, J. Walker, Ala., Otis Smith, Ga., 
T. H. Watts, Ala., T. G. Jones, Va., R. L. Thurman, Ky. 

To Nominate New Boards.—Brethren J. H. De Votie, Ala., J. D. 
Winston, Tenn., R. Ford, Va., R. F. Whilden, S. C , L. H. Millikin, 
Miss., R. H. Browne, La., R. H. Graves, Md., T. C. Teasdale, D. C , 
W . W . Everts, Ky., T. W . Tobey, N. C , R. L. R. Jennings, Ga., T. G. 
Keen, Ala. 

African Population.—Brethren M. Hillsman, Tenn., J. H. Foster, 
Ala., W . M. Farrar, Miss., A. W . Meacham, Ky., W . D. Rice, S. C. 

Importance of Missions to large Towns and Cities.—Brethren B. C. 
Pressley, S. C , T. G. Keen, Ala., W m . Shelton, Tenn., L. H. Milliken, 
Miss., T. D. Gwin, S. C. 

Difficulties of securing a sufficient number of Domestic Missionaries.— 
Brethren J. L. Prichard, Va., J. S. Baker, Ga., A. G. McCraw, Ala., 
W . P. Jones, Tenn., J. Mercer, Florida 
Need of Agents.—Brethren E. B. Teague, Ga., M. Winston, Va., 

J. F. Dagg, Ga., J. J. Toon, Tenn., A. Van Hoose, Ala. 
Mission to California.—Brethren J. P. Tustin, S. C , L. W . Allen, 

Va., J. H. Campbell, Ga., M. Hillsman, Tenn., Z. Watkins, S. C. 
Time and place of holding the next meeting and to nominate the 

preacher and alternate for Convention sermon.—Brethren A. D. Sears, 
Ky., E. Strode, Tenn., A. E. Mclver, S. C , T. W . Sydnor, Va., T. B. 
Lockhart, Miss., A. G. McCraw, Ala. 

Bro. S. Henderson, from a committee of the American Indian Mission 
Association, appointed to tender the charge of the work of that body to 
this Convention, offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to enquire into the expediency 
of accepting the charge of the Missions to the Indians, as tendered to this Conven
tion by the Indian Mission Association. 

Committee.—Brethren J. H. De Votie, Ala., C. K. Winston, Ala., S 
Gt. Hillyer, Ga., G. B. Bealer, S. C, F. Harrison, Md. 
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Bro. W . H . Gwathmey presented the report of the Treasurer of the 
Foreign Mission Board. 

Bro. B. C. Pressley presented his report as Treasurer of the Convention. 
O n motion of Bro. W . C. Buck, 

Resolved, That the reports of the several Treasurers be referred to the Finance 
Committee. 

On motion of Bro. H. H. Tucker of Ga., 

Resolved, That the report of the Commiitee on New Orleans be made the special 
order of the day, for Monday morning, at 10 o'clock. 

The following invitation, was presented and read to the Convention : 

" The members of the Baptist Convention now in session, are invited to attend 
the anniversary meeting of the Sabbath Schools of this city, to be held this after
noon, at the Methodist Episcopal Church, at 3 o'clock, and also to participate in 
the collation that will be given after the close, of the address. 

In behalf of the Sabbath School of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
R I C H A R D J O N E S , Superintendent. 

Bro. W. P. Chilton of Ala. offered a series of resolutions, the following 
of which were adopted, as follows : 

Resolved, That this Convention appreciate the courtesy of our brethren of other 
denominations, who have kindly tendered to the Convention the use of their houses 
of worship, and that this Convention accept their kindness. 

Resolved, That this Convention would with pleasure accept the invitation to at
tend the Sunday School celebration at the Methodist Church, but for the fact that 
the hour designated conflicts with the meeting of the Southern Baptist Publication 
Society, and we assure the Superintendent of the Methodist Sunday School that 
w e appreciate the courtesy tendered, and that the business of the Convention, 
which cannot without much inconvenience be dispensed Avith, impels us to decline 
its acceptance. 
Pending the discussion of the third resolution, in which brethren Press-
ley, Chilton, Keen and Poindexter took part, the hour for adjournment 
arrived. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Bro. J. B. Taylor of Va. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Convention met. The President in the Chair. A hymn was sung. 
Prayer by Bro. F. Johnson of Ga. 

The subject under consideration at the adjournment was resumed. The 
special order of the day, was on motion of Bro. W . W . Everts, of Ky., 
suspended until 4£ o'clock, to allow the discussion to proceed until that 

time. 

Bro. W . C. Buck having the floor at adjournment, proceeded to address 
tbe Convention, after which brethren Everts, Prichard, Gresham, Walker, 
of Ala., Dargan and C. K . Winston participated in the discussion. The 
time having expired, the rule was suspended to allow brother J. S. Baker 
to offer a resolution, which being read was laid upon the table. 

The question was then taken to strike out all after "seats in this body," 

in the following resolution: 
2 
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Resolved, That the clergymen and brethren of other denominations be affection-
atoly invited to seats in this body, that they may witness its deliberations and dis
cussions. 

A n d it was decided by a vote of 99 for and 53 against it, to strike out. 
So it was, 

Resolved, That the clergymen and brethren of other denominations be affection
ately invited to seats in this body. 

The Convention thereupon adjourned, until 9 o'clock Monday morning, 
to give place to the Southern Baptist Publication Society. 

MONDAY, 14TH M A Y , 9 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

The Convention met. The President in the Chair. A hymn was sung. 
Prayer by brother R. L. Thurman of Ky. 

Bro. A. M. Poindexter of Va., made a statement about his course in the 
proceedings of Saturday. 

The journal was read and approved. 
The committee on Religious Exercises reported a mass meeting for the 

Bible Board, on Tuesday night. A mass meeting for Foreign Missions on 
Monday night. Preaching at the Methodist Episcopal Church 1(H 
o'clock, Monday, by brother W m . Shelton of Tennessee, and at the same 
hour and place, Tuesday, by brother J. P. Boyce of South Carolina. 

Bro. B. C. Pressley of S. C. read a letter from brother Richard Furman, 
enclosing a donation of $100 from Mrs. L. G. Clark ; whereupon, on mo
tion of brother J. B. Jeter of Virginia: 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be tendered sister Clarke, and that 

the $100 be appropriated in equal sums, to the three Boards. 
O n motion of brother A. D. Sears of Kentucky: 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to report upon the claims of the 

13th Street Church, Washington City, upon the patronage of the Convention. 

Committee.—Brethren A. D. Sears, Ky., A. E. Mclver, S. C, J. O. 
B. Dargan, S. C , J. B. Jeter, Va. and A. W . Meacham, Ky. 

O n motion of brother W . C. Crane of Mississippi: 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each state represented in this body be 
appointed, to draft a memorial to the President and Senate ol the United States, 
praying that the same religious liberty shall be guaranteed by the treaties existing 
between this nation and foreign nations, and by treaties hereafter formed, to Amer
ican citizens residing in foreign lands under the flag of our country, which is 
guaranteed to all foreigners residing on American soil. 

Committee.—Brethren J. L. Burrows, Va., J. C. Foster, Ala., J. M 
Bennett, Ky., J. W . M . Williams, Md. T. W . Tobey, N. C , Albert 
Waller, S. C , A. T . Holmes, Ga., W . M. Farrar, Miss., G.L. Sandidge, 
Tenn., W . C. Duncan, La., Joshua Mercer, Florida. 

Bro. E. Perryman of Ga., a venerable servant of God 87 years of age, 
was granted leave to offer some parting remarks and offered prayer. 

The committee on N e w Orleans, reported through Bro. H. H. Tucker. 
Objections being raised to the phraseology of the report, it was on motion 
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of brother T. Stoeks, referred back to the committee, with instructions to 
amend, and be made the order of the day for .3 o'clock. 

On motion of Bro. J. P. Boyce": 

Resolved, That the vote just carried be reconsidered. 

Thereupon the committee on New Orleans, reported, which report was 
adopted. (See Appendix D.) 

On motion of Bro. A. M. Poindexter : 

Resolved, That an opportunity be now afforded to enable members to contribute 
to the New Orleans Church. 

Interesting remarks were made by brethren J. H. Low, A. M. Poindex-
der, J. H. De Votie, J. W . M. Williams, C. K. Winston and J. E. Daw
son. 

The following pledges were made, payable Jany. 1st, 1856 : 
J. P. Boyce, for Charleston Association, $500 ; Tuskegee Church, 

$100 ; J. H. De Votie, $1C0 ; B. F. Noble, $100 ; A. M. Poindexter, 
$100 ; C. K. Winston for Nashville Church, $200 ; Frederick Harrison, 
jr., $100 ; W m . Shelton, $100 ; J. D. Winston, $100 ; J. H. Kilpatrick, 
$100; H. H. Tucker, $100 ; R. J. Ware, $100; J. M. Newman, $50 
cash ; Thomas J. Molton, $100 ; A. J. Battle, $100. 

On motion of brother J. B. Jeter : 

Resolved, That pastors of churches present pledge themselves to bring the New 
Orleans Church, before their churches for contributious, in the month of November 
next or at some other more suitable time. 

The following pastors and brethren, assumed a pledge. J. W . M. Wil
liams, J. B. Jeter, J. L. Burrows, T. G. Jones, R. B. C. Howell, T. W . 
Sydnor, A. E. Dickinson, L. W . Allen, J. L. Prichard, E. Dodson, J. P. 
Tustin, J. M. C. Breaker, Z. D. Watkins, T. D. Gwin, A. K. Durham, T. 
P. Lide, W . D. Rice, R. F. Whilden, A. H. Fort, Thos. Stocks, Otis 
Smith, W . D. Atkinson, J. S. Baker, J. M.Wood, L. R. L. Jennings, W . 
J. Harley, S. Felder, R. Q. Dickinson, E. Dyer, A, T. Holmes, A. S. 
Morrall, J. E. Dawson, A. G. McCraw, M. B. Clements, P. H. Lundy, J. 
JE. Bell, W . P. Chilton, A. P. Lide, Joseph Walker, J. D. Williams, W . 
C. Crane, W . C. Buck, L. H. Milliken, J. M. Bennett, A. D. Sears, R. L. 
Thurman, W . H. Bayless, A. C. Dayton, W . Shelton, B. Kimbrough, E. 
Strode, M. Hillsman, W . H. Mcintosh. 

On motion of brother J. B. Jeter : 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary of the Domestic Mission Board give 
timely notice through the papers in the south and south west, to the pastors and 
others who have made pledges, on account of the Coliseum place Baptist Church, 
and take such measures as may increase the amount necessary to be raised for said 
enterprise. 

On motion of brother J. H. De Votie, brother Thomas J. Moltin waa 
invited to a seat. 

The committee on the future operations of the Bible Board, reported 
through brother S. Henderson. Report adopted. (See appendix E.) 

The committee on the destitution of the Bible in Foreign Lands, re
ported through brother J. A. Broadus. Report adopted. (See appen

dix F.) 
The committee on the destitution of the Bible in this country, reported 

through brother A. C. Dayton. Report adopted. (See appendix G.) 
The committee on the Organ of Publication, reported through brother 

Jos. Walker. Report recommitted. 
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On motion of brother C. K. Winston, and brethren Winston and J. B. 
Taylor were added to the committee. 

The committee on African Population", reported through brother M. Hills
man. Report adopted. (See appendix H.) 

The committee on the difficulties of securing a sufficient number of do
mestic missionaries, reported through brother J. L. Prichard. Report 
adopted. (See appendix I.) 

The committee on California, reported through brother J. P. Tustin. 
Report adopted. (See appendix J.) 

Adjourned. Prayer by brother P. H. Lundy of Ala. 

3 O'CLOCK. 

The Convention met. Prayer by brother L. H. Milliken of Mississippi. 
The committee on China, reported through brother P. H. Mell. Report 

adopted. (See appendix K.) 
The committee on African population, reported through brother N. G. 

Foster. Report adopted (See appendix L.) 
The committee on time and place of meeting, and preacher and alternate 

for Convention sermon, reported through brother A. D. Sears. 
Time 2d Friday in May. Place of meeting—Louisville, Ky. Preacher 

of Convention sermon—Wm. Carey Crane, Miss. Alternate—A. M. 
Poindexter, Virginia. 

The committee on transfer of Indian Missions, reported through brother 
J. H. De Votie. Brother T. Stocks moved its adoption. Pending thî  
motion, brother H. F. Buckner, missionary among the Creek Indians, 
being present, addressed the Convention with great effect. At the close of 
which, brother De Votie proposed a collection for Indian Missions, and a 
general response was made to the call amounting to $294 55, and brother 
T. H. Mills pledged $20 to be paid in October next. 

The report was resumed. Brethren Stocks, Buck, Talbird, J. S. Bacon, 
Newman, C. K. Winston, W . WT. Everts, A. M. Poindexter, J. L. Prich
ard, N. G. Foster and B. C. Pressley discussed an amendment of the first 
resolution and a substitute offered by brother J. L. Burrows. The pre
vious question was called for and sustained, 60 ayes, 53 noes. The ques
tion was taken, thereupon, on the report, which was not adopted, 63 ayes, 
65 noes. 

The hour for adjournment arriving, it was moved by brother W . W . 
Everts to suspend the rule, to enable brother Burrows to offer his substi
tute, which, on motion, was made the special order for 9 o'clock Tuesday 
morning 
Adjourned. Prayer by brother A. G. McCraw of Ala. 

T U E S D A Y , 1 5 T H , 9 O'CLOCK. 

The Convention met. Prayer by brother W . W . Everts of Ky. 
The journal was read and approved. Brethren I. T. Tichenor and J. 

H. Campbell made explanations. 
The order of the day was taken up. The resolutions of brother J. L. 

Burrows, were discussed. After remarks by brethren M. Hillsman, W . 



Proceedings. 13 

C Buck, P. H . Mell, J. S. Bacon, S. Henderson, W . W . Everts, H . F. 
Buckner and C. K. Winston, 

O n motion of brother P. H. Mell: 

Resolved, That all present propositions lie on the table. 

On motion of brother Cullen Battle: 

Resolved, That the vote of yesterday, rejecting the report on Indian Missions, be 
reconsidered. 

The report on Indian Missions, together with accompanying resolutions, 
was then considered. 

Brother B. C. Pressley offered the following resolution as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the Board be appointed a committee of this Convention, with 
instructions to examine the financial condition of the American Indian Mission As
sociation, and if the said committee deem it advisable, they be and they are hereby 
authorized to accept the proposition of the said Association to this Convention. 

Which resolution, on motion of brother B. Kimbrough, was laid upon the 
table. 

The resolutions of the committee were then adopted as follows : 

Resolved, That the Convention accepts of the transfer tendered by the American 
Indian Mission Association. 
Resolved, That the Domestic Mission Board at Marion, Ala., be charged with the 

conduct and management of all matters appertaining to Indian missions, and the 
continuance of the same, within the sphere of operations. 

Resolved, That prior to the consummation of said transfer, the Board of the 
American Indian Mission Association, shall make a full exhibit of its condition to 
the Marion Board. 
The committee on the case of brother I. J. Roberts, former missionary to 
China, through brother J. P. Boyce reported. 

Adjourned to 3 o'clock. Prayer by brother J. H . Campbell of Ga. 

T U E S D A Y , 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Convention met. Prayer by brother S. Landrum of Georgia. 
The committee on Organ of Publication reported through brother J. 

Walker. Report adopted. (See appendix M.) 
Un motion of brother C. K. Winston of Tennessee : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be tendered to the citizens of 
Montgomery for their very kind and cordial hospitalities. 

The committee on the claims of the 13th Street Baptist Church, Wash
ington City, reported through brother A. D. Sears. Report adopted. 

(See appendix N.) 
The committee on Colportage, reported through brother W . W . Everts. 

Report adopted. (See appendix 0.) 
Brother W . C. Buck, acting President of the Indian Mission Associa

tion, communicated to the Convention that the Association had appointed a 
Board with instructions to meet a committee from the Domestic Mission 
Board at Marion to make the necessary arrangements for the transfer of 
Mission property, & c , as agreed upon between the two bodies, which in
formation was ordered to be recorded. 

The committee tn nominate Boards made their report through brother 
J. H . D e Votie. Report adopted. (See appendix P.) 
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The report of the committee on the case of I. J. Roberts was resumed. 
Pending a motion made for the adoption of the report, Mr. Roberts 

made some remarks, after which 
It was unanimously adopted. (See appendix Q.) 
The committee on Finance reported through brother H . Talbird. Re

port adopted. (See appendix R.) 
O n motion of brother J. H. D e Votie : 

Ordered, That the money collected for Indian Missions on yesterday, be paid 
over to brother H. F. Buckner. 

The committee appointed to prepare a memorial to the President and 
Senate of the United States, reported through brother J. L. Burrows. 
Report adopted. (See appendix S.) 

The committee on Agencies reported through brother J. F. Dagg, and 
after some remarks made by brother J. Walker, the report was adopted. 
(See appendix T.) 

The committee on N e w Foreign Fields presented their report" through 
brother J. S. Bacon. Report adopted. (See appendix IL) 

The committee on Missions to large towns and cities, reported through 
brother B. C. Pressley. Report adopted. (See appendix V.) 

O n motion of brother E . Strode of Tennessee : 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be committed to the Secretaries 
for publication, the expense to be borne by the Foreign and Domestic Mission and 
Bible Boards. 

On motion of brother C. K. Winston of Tennessee : 

Resolved, That all the monies pledged and collected by the Indian Mission Asso
ciation up to the present time, shall be credited to that body in the general settle
ment provided for by the Southern Baptist Convention during the present session. 

On motion of brother A. D. Sears of Kentucky : 

Resolved, That the Board of Domestic Missions be instructed to occupy Kansas, 
as a field of missions as soon as practicable. 

On motion of brother T. D. Gwin of South Carolina: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due and are hereby tendered to 
the Montgomery and West Point, Seaboard and Roanoke, Petersburg and Weldon, 
South Carolina and other railroads, and Chesapeake Bay Steamers, which have 
permitted the delegates of this body to pass over their respective roads at reduced 
fare, and that the Secretaries inform the Presidents of the companies of the action 
hereupon. 

On motion of brother J. M. C. Breaker «f South Carolina : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the publishers of 
the daily papers, fortheir kindness in publishing the proceedings of the Convention. 

The President introduced to the Convention brother A. D. Phillips of 
Georgia and brother R. H . Graves of Maryland, who are under appoint
ment by the Foreign Board as missionaries, the former to Central Africa 
and the latter to China. 

The President made an address to tho Convention commending them to 
the prayers and sympathies of the members. 

O n motion of brother J. H . Campbell of Ga.: 
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Resolved, That the two brethren, candidates for missions, be introduced to the 
congregation to-night at the close of the services, aud prayer be offered for them 

On motion of brother J. H. De Votie : 

Ordered, That the expense incurred in the purchase of the Record Book, and 
recording minutes, be equally divided between the Foreign, Domestic and Bible 
Boards. 

Brother S. Henderson of Ala., moved that the Convention adjourn to 
2d Friday in May, 1857, which motion, after remarks by brother J. E. 
Dawson, by general consent was withdrawn. 

Adjourned to 8 o'clock, P. M. 

T U E S D A Y E V E N I N G , 8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

May 15, 1855. 
Met according to adjournment. Prayer by brother S. Landrum of 

Georgia. 
Addresses were delivered in behalf of the Bible cause by Rev. W . H. 

Bayless of Tennessee and J. L. Burrows of Virginia, at the close of 
which, the President of the Convention introduced to the acquaintance of 
the congregation brother A. D. Philips of Georgia, who had been accepted 
by the Board as missionary to Central Africa. 

Brother P. made a few feeling remarks and solicited the prayers and 
sympathies of his brethren. 

Brother R. H. Graves of Maryland, who is under appointment to China, 
was also introduced to the congregation. He too addressed his brethren 
and earnestly asked for a remembrance in their supplications before the 
throne of grace. 

The President made a few touching remarks and brother H. F. Buckner, 
missionary to the Creek Indians, made a request that prayer might be made 
for him. H e also extended a parting hand to brethren Philips and Graves. 
Brother De Votie offered prayer. At the close of which brother J. H. Low 
made a few pathetic remarks. A hymn was sung and the parting hand 
extended. It was a melting scene. 

The Convention adjourned to meet Friday before 2d Lord's day in May, 
1857, in the city of Louisville, Kentucky. 

R. B. C. H O W E L L , Pres't. 
W M . CAREY CRANE, ) SecretarieSt 
JAMES M. WATTS, ) 



(APPENDIX A.) 

SECOND BIENNIAL REPORT. 

BIBLE BOAED. 

The Bible Board respectfully report, that they have earnestly endeavored to pro
mote the objects and carry out the plans suggested in reference to their field of ope
rations, at your last meeting. 

That w e have not been so successful as we desired and hoped to be, is owing in 
part, at least, to providential hindrances, which we could not foresee, nor have pre
vented if we had" foreseen them. 

The pecuniary embarrassments which affected to some extent, all the benevolent 
interests of this Convention, have pressed with a peculiar weight on the interests of 
the Bible Board. 

There are several reasons w h y this has been the case. 
1st. The Bible Board, having been more recently organized than the other 

Boards, was not so generally known and recognized as a standing object of contri
butions from the churches. 

In several of the States connected with the Convention, there has never been any 
practical recognition of it as a denominational institution; and in only a few have 
we been able to secure any efficient auxiliaries with a regular organization and a 
systematic plan of contribution. 

2nd. W e have had no agents. 
W e have been prevented from employing agents, partly by the difficulty of ob

taining suitable and efficient men, and partly by the desire we have felt that each 
State should have its own Bible organization auxiliary to your Board; and that 
these State societies should employ their own agents and superintend their 
work. 

Having, therefore, no agents in the field, we have not stood on equal ground 
with those whose agents visited the churches and solicited contributions. 

The funds w e have received, have been, for the most part, the unsolicited, free
will offerings of those who loved our cause so much as to contribute without being 
called upon. 

Our Corresponding Secretary has indeed performed the duties of a general agent, 
so far as his other labors would permit; but for several months we were without a 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Our former energetic and efficient Secretary, Elder W m . C. Buck, (to w h o m the 
Bible cause, and indeed almost every other interest connected with the welfare of 
our Zion is so greatly indebted,) felt it his duty, (much to our regret) to withdraw 
from his connection with the Board, about the first of March, 1854. 

W e found it very difficult to supply his place; but after seven months, we, in 
September last, obtained the services of Elder A. C. Dayton, who has since that 
time, given himself to the work. 

H e entered the field, however, just at that time when the pestilence in our great 
southern cities and the drought throughout almost all the country, began to be felt 
in the pecuniary transactions of our people, and his collections have consequently 
been smaller than probably would hava been, under other and more favorable cir
cumstances. 
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W e think it proper to say, also, that in our opinion the income of the Board has 
been much less than it would have been, but for the efforts of the Bible Union and 
Revision Association. 

Many of our most liberal and Bible loving brethren have preferred to direct their 
Bible contributions into this channel, and large sums have been thus diverted from 
us which would otherwise have found their way into the Treasury of the Conven
tion, through your Bible Board. 

W e do not mention this at all, by way of complaint. W e are fully aware that 
brethren have perfect liberty to choose the objects of their benificence ; we merely 
allude to it as one of the circumstances which have been in the way of our more 
complete success. 

For the amount of funds received and disbursed, the sources whence they came, 
and they objects upon which they have been expended, we refer you to the accom
panying report of our Treasurer. 

It is proper to say, however, that this does not show the whole amount of funds 
contributed and used for Bible purposes by the Baptists, in the several designated 
States, but only those sums which have actually passed through our hands. W e 
hope to be able, at your next meeting, to report at least an approximation to the 
whole amount contributed by our several auxiliaries, whether used at home or sent 
to the foreign field through us. 

The aggregate amount received by us since our last report is $10,126 90, which 
is more than $2,000 more than we reported at your last meeting. 

This is, however, much less than will probably be required to meet the demands 
of the coming two years. 

The destitution in our own States is so far from being all supplied, that it is 
not yet even fully developed, and new facts are daily coming to light, showing that 
it exists in a degree that has hardly been suspected. Scarcely any thing has been 
done in comparison with what remains to be done. 

W e learn from Brother Buckner, of the Indian mission, that there is a large des-
titutior there to be supplied. W e have made an appropriation for this purpose, 
but we hope the distribution of these Bibles and Testaments, will only create a de
mand for more. 

We learn from Brother Shuck that the way is now open for the free circulation 
of the Chinese Scriptures among the many thousands who have come from China 
to California. These are (many of them) reading people, as is evinced by the fact 
that they have established in California, a weekly newspaper in their own lan
guage. 

They will receive the Scriptures more readily, and read them more attentively in 
California, than they would have done at home, because here they are separated 
from their temples, their idols, and their priests, and will be likely to seize with 
avidity, on any thing in their native language which they may meet with in a for
eign land. 

In China itself, the upheaving of the great sea of human mind has broken the 
strength of idolatry and opened the way for the Bible. 

W e do not imagine that thousands who have renounced and destroyed their idols, 
and have nominally taken the Lord to be their God, are real Christians. W e do 
not suppose they are converted men. They have begun to see, but they as yet, see 
men as trees walking. W e do not wonder that they are, as yet, guilty of many 
gross enormities. It is not strange that they fall into grievous and fatal errors. 
They can, as yet, know very little of God, or of his gospel. Not one of a thousand 
has probably ever seen a copy of the Word. W e must give them the Bible, the 
whole Bible, the pure Bible. This last we are able now to do, so far as regards the 
N e w Testament. 

Our Brother Goddard, whose recent death filled all our hearts with sorrow, was 
spared to complete his version of the whole N e w Testament, a version which our 
brethren in China declare to be unexceptionable ; and such is the avidity among 
the better sort of the natives, to obtain it, that we are informed that Brother God
dard shortly before his death, disposed of a thousand copies in a single day among 
the learned classes. _ 

W e trust the whole country will soon be thrown open to the free circulation of 

8 
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this book. It can be furnished (the whole Chinese N e w Testament beautifully 
bound) for one dime per copy. 

Brethren let us pray and let us work for China. It contains nearly half the 
heathen world. The demand on us for the Scriptures there and elsewhere, will 
probably be soon vastly greater than we can meet, unless there is some more perfect 
system adopted by the churches in making up their Biole contributions. 

There are some States connected with this Convention, and which as Southern 
Baptists, might surely be expected to do their Bible work through your Board, 
who have done almost nothing at all. 

The large and prosperous State of Louisiana, in which millions of wealth is 
controlled by liberal and warm-hearted Baptists, who love the cause of God, and of 
his Bible, and w h o m we are sure would not willingly be found negligent of any 
good word or work, stands credited on our books with only the paltry sum of six 
dollars; her whole contribution for two years. 

From the great and populous State of Missouri, we have received only three 
dollars and a half. 

Other States, though doing more than this, have yet done very little in compar
ison to what they should have done. 

The brethren in these States have, doubtless, made liberal contributions for the 
circulation of the Scriptures, but they have done it through some other channel. 
"We do not complain of the past, but we would earnestly entreat them to consider 
whether, since the Southern Convention has seen proper to organize a Southern 
Bible Board, it would not be proper for all Southern Baptists to make their con
tributions through this Board. 

In view of all the facts before us, we would respectfully suggest and earnestly 
urge upon the churches the adoption in each State, where it is not already done, 
the following P L A N O F O P E R A T I O N S . 

Let the brethren of every State, at the time of the next meeting of its General 
Association, or Convention, organize a State Bible Society, auxiliary to your Bible 
Board, with provision for life-membership, and life-directorship, and appoint at 
once a suitable Borrd of Directors, located at some central point, to manage the 
business of the Society in the interval of its meetings. 

Let the Society or this Board at once appoint one or more efficient agents to visit the 
Churches and Associations, and organize local Church and Associational Societies. 
The Church or Congregational Societies to be auxiliary to the Associational Society 
of their own Association, and this auxiliary to the State Society.' 

Thus your Board would have an auxiliary in every State representing the various 
Associations, and through them, the churches or congregations. 

The agents of the different Societies would report to their own Societies instead 
of to your Board. Mistakes would be more easily and promptly corrected, and 
many more persons would be employed in doing something for the Bible cause; all 
of w h o m would learn to love the Bible better. 

In each of these Societies, whether State, Associational or Congregational, pro
vision should be made to have a meeting at least once a year; when a Bible sermon 
should be preached, or other addresses suitable to the occasion delivered, which 
would tend to keep alive the interest of the subject, renew their membership and 
increase their contributions. 

If it be objected to this plan, that it is too complicated, we answer that it is no 
more complicated than our present arrangement of Churches, Associations and 
Conventions. The Congregational Society can meet on any Sabbath in the year, 
with the Church. The Associational Society can always meet on some night or 
day during the session of the Association, and the State Society, during that of 
the General Association or State Convention. 

If it be said that the Churches, Associations and Conventions are, themselves, as 
such, fully competent to this work, and that therefore, there is no need of the 
separate additional organizations: we simply reply that however competent they 
may be, experience teaches us that they will not do it. 

It is true that the Conventions sometimes have Bible meetings, and take up col
lections. Sometimes they pass resolutions commendatory of the Bible cause, and 
requesting the Churches to send up funds for Bible purposes ; but unless there are 
brethren of wisdom, energy and more than common zeal, who make this specially 
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the object of their particular attention, employ agents, and see that they do the 
business about which they are sent, ve.y little will be done. W h a t is every body's 
business is no body's biuiness, and no body attends to it. 

The contributions received by your Board, have, from the beginning, been more 
regular and reliable from those States which have independent Bible organizations, 
acting as auxiliary to us. 

From others we have received occasional large donations. W e have ro doubt, if 
we should maintain an agent in each of them, they would contribute much more. 
The brethren need only to be reminded of their duty and furnished with a present 
opportunity to do it. 

But to secure the hearty and efficient co-operation of the churches, the agent 
should be appointed by their own representatives, and be responsible for the faith
ful performance of his work, to some organization in the State where it is performed. 
If then you ask why the appointment of Bible agent should not be left to each 
Convention or Association, we answer that they have usually had so much to do 
that they neglected to make such. appointments and will be likely still to go 
on in the same way. 

But there is another and better reason why there should be separate Bible 
organizations. The mere getting of money is not the most important part of your 
agent's work. This is but secondary to the moral and religious influence which he 
should exert upon the churches that he visits. H e should give more than he gets. 
H e gets money, he gives information. H e infuses a love of the Bible: a more per
fect appreciation of the value of the word, and the duty of the churches to 
spread it over the world. 

N o w this work he can not effectually perform, unless he can meet with the 
brethren and sisters at their regular Sabbath meetings, when there are full congre
gations. If he merely passes through a neighborhood and calls on a few liberal 
brethren and privately gets their money, he exerts no influence at all on those who 
most need his visit. H e should see and address the whole congregation. Very 
true, you m a y reply, but can he not visit as many churches as the agent of the 
Convention or Association, as though ha were the agent of a Bible Society ! 

Let us see. There are only fifty-two Sabbaths in the year. H e can thus, there
fore, visit fifty-two churches in the year. It is likely that he could, on some week 
day, get together a few more. Suppose he could, in all, visit in this way one 
hundred churches. At each of them he takes up a collection and passes on. N o w 
unless he goes back to these same churches next year, they will, most of them, do 
nothing at all; but if he had formed in each of these churches a Bible Society, he 
would have left a President, and Secretary, and Treasurer, and others to act as local 
agents, they would next year have had another meeting, have called on some one 
to preach a Bible sermon, renewed their membership, kept alive their interest in 
the cause and increased their contribution. The traveling agent, instead of spend
ing his time in going back to them, could have been visiting other churches, and 
organizing other societies. And it will take him several years, even in this way, 
to visit all the Baptist churches in any one of the larger States represented in this 
Convention. In Georgia, it would require over twelve years, and probably an 
average of at least five years for eaeh. 

There is another thought. Those churches which most need the visits of your 
agent, are those which will give least to sustain him while he is a mere collector 
of money, therefore he goes oftenest where his presence is least required. H e 
visits again and again a few liberal chr.rches in the towns and villages along the 
lines of travel, and some few wealthy country churches, whose known liberality is 
a srtfficient guaranty that he will not loose his time in making them a call. A few 
churches thus bear all the burden of our benevolent operations. Let him form 
societies as we have suggested, and the income from these will sustain the work, 
while he is visiting those who most need his visits, many of which have never 
given any thing worth mentioning. Not so much because they were unable or 
unwilling to give, as because they had never be:n kindly called upon, and properly 
instructed. 

W e trust the Convention will pardon us for occupying so much of its time with 
these details cf our plan. The importance of the work and the necessity of this 
plan, or something like it, far its effbetual actttmpliehment, mu6t pleted our excuse. 
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In conclusion, we would respectfully suggest the adoption of the following reso
lution : 

Resolved, That the uniform and permanent efficiency of our Bible Board will, in 
the opinion of this Convention, be greatly promoted by the organization of State, 
Associational, and local Bible Societies, according to the plan suggested in their 
report, and we therefore earnestly recommend to the brethren in each State 
where it has not already been done, to form such societies at the earliest practicable 
period. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

CHAELES A. FULLEE, Treasurer, 

In acc't with B I B L E B O A E D O F S. B. C O N V E N T I O N . 

To cash on hand, per last Report, 1,153 91 

TENNESSEE. 

By P. S. Gayle, $11 50; Dr. James Carson, $10, 21 50 
Charity Church, $15; Prof. Dodson, $4; Mrs. Burton, $1, 20 00 
J. H. Eaton, $5; A. B. and Mrs. Shankland, $10, 15 00 
Rev. J. R. Graves, $10; S. M. and Mary Scott, $10, 20 00 
W . C. Buck, $5; H. G. Scovel, $5, 10 00 
Collection at Concord Association, 48 50 

" Judson " 30 GO 
" Central " 33 70 
" East Tennessee Association, 77 60 
" " " Gen'l Association, 62 50 
" Tenn. & N. Ala. Convention, 133 45 
" "West Tennessee " 33 50 
" Cotton Grove, $12; Knoxville, $9, 2100 
" Lebanon, $20 85; J. S. Henderson, $5, 25 85 

Rev. J. Powell, $5; W . L. Martin, $10; L. Collins, $1, 16 00 
T. H. Jarman, $5; Mrs. E. Stephenson, $2; R. Anderson, $3 60, 10 60 
Abel Rushing, $1; Cash, $5; James Dardep, $1, 7 00 
Mt. Zion Church, Bethel Association, 21 00 
B. Winn, 50c; A. Atkins, 50c; Cash, $1, 2 00 
Elim Church, $10 45; Woodlawn, $5 30, 15 75 
Mrs. Edwards, $1; Sab. Sch. 1st Bap. Ch., Nashville, $5 45, 6 45 
Mrs. McConico, 25c; Cash, 50c; J. S. Coram, $5, 5 75 
Antioch B. Society, $6; Rock Spring B. Society, $11, 17 00 
}tfill Creek B. Society, $12 25; Enon B. Society, $25 75, 38 00 
J. P. Arnold, $4; W m . Winn, 50.; John Wethered, 25c. 4 75 
New Bethel Church, $6 45; Mt. Harmony Church, $5, 11 45 
St. Clair Church, $3; Prospect Church, $3, 6 00 
Fall Branch Church, $13 90; Harmony Church, $8 10, 22 00 
Roger's Creek Church, $5; Pleasant Grove Church, $8, 13 00 
Blackwell's Branch, $7 80; Friendship Church, $2 20, 10 00 
Blooming Grove Church, $5; Dandridge Church, $6, 11 00 
Boon's Creek Church, $18 65; Hogan's Creek Church, $2 10, 20 75 
Mercy Church, $15 05; Woodlawn Church, $1 28, 16 33 
Elim Church, $1; R. Wethered, 25c; O. J. Fisk, 50c. 1 75 
Sinking Creek Church, $6 30; Watauga Church, $2 60, 8 90 
Elizabethtown Church, $3 10; Salem Church, $8, 11 10 
Beadley's Creek Church, $4; Cedar Lick Church, $8, 12 00 
Mt. Olivet Church, $4 60; Limestone Church, $10, 14 50 
Muddy Creek Church, $6; Mansfield Church, $3, 9 00 
New Prospect Church, $8; Zion Hill Church, $4 73, 12 73 
Beaver Dam Church, $20 77; Sulphur Fork Church, $2 10, 22 87 
Concord B. Society, $3 75; Mill Spring Church, $4. 7 75 
Cobb's Creek Church, $2 50 ; Elder E. Moore, $1, 3 50 
Elder D. M. Bright—Collection in his Church, 2 00 Sundry collections by Cor. Secretary, 73 14 

Oarrieti fcVwkrd, 2,068 03 
934 12 
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66 67 
23 

1,501 
132 

10 
85 
50 

510 00 
100 00 
36 
146 
100 

75 
00 
50 

611 15 

Brought forward, 2,088 03 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Bible and Publication Society, 3 00 
Sundry collections by Cor. Secretary, 555 00 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Collection at Greeneville, $46 67; Subscrib. for '51, $20 
Savannah River Association, 
Christian Entzminger—for Permanent Fund, 
St. Helena Church, $130; T. Roberts, $2 50, 
Bequest, received through Dr. Johnson, 
Union Bible Society, Beaufort District, 
Savannah River Association, $31 75; W . Peyton, $5, 
St. Helena Church, $140 ; Collection at Greeneville, $6, 
Union Bible Society, (andexch.) Beaufort District, 

2,617 37 
MISSOURI. 

Union Hill Church, Callaway Co. 3 50 3 50 
LOUISIANA. 

Mrs. Ann J. Allison, $4; A. Courtney, $2, 6 00 6 00 

MISSISSIPPI. 

S. A. Bobo, $20; N. C. Whitlow, $5 ; Mr. Newman, $2 50, 
Jas. B. Quinn, $20; C. C. Shannon, $10; Jas. Moore, $2, 
Miss. Bap. Convention, $250; Bap. Association, $32, 
Miss Armstrong, $1; Miss. Bap. Convention, $80, 
Mrs. M. Stackhouse, $5; J. B. Quinn, $10, 
Miss. State Convention, $193 50; T. S. Wright, $5, 

VIRGINIA. 

Collection at Front Royal, $14; at Bethel, $18 25, 
" " Upperville, $20 42 ; at Middleburg, $4, 
" " Long Branch, 11 87; at Alexandria, $39 12, 
" " Richmond, $21 15; at Little River, $7 25, 

Virginia and Foreign Bible Society, 
Same in settlement with Lippencott & Co. 

ARKANSAS. 

R. J. Coleman, $15; W. M. Burrus, 85c. 

KENTUCKY. 

Walnut Street Church, $100 ; East Church, $5 90, 
Bethel Association, (tworemittances,) 
Lexington Church, $38 ; Russellville Church, $16, 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland Bible Society, 

TEXAS. 

Colorado Association, $2 50; Mrs. L. Kyle, $4 j R. J. Battle, $10, 

FLORIDA. 

Bethel Church, $8; H. Z. Ardis, $7; Hamilton Co. 
A. Marvin, Monticello, 
Concord Church, Providence, 

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Baptist Bible Society, 
C. Pomeroy, $1; G. O. Buntyn, $1; Mary A. King, S3, 
Jas. Wise, $2; M. M. Crenshaw, $5; J. Portlack, «1, 
Town Creek Church, $2 j Decatur Church, $18, 

27 50 
32 00 
282 00 
81 00 
15 00 
198 50 

32 25 
24 42 
50 99 
28 40 
500 00 
38 07 

15 85 

105 90 
162 78 
54 00 

164 72 

16 50 

15 00 
45 00 
9 00 

700 00 
5 00 
8 00 
20 00 

636 00 

674 13 

15 85 

322 $8 

164 72 

16 50 

69 00 

Carried forward, T33 00 T.224 93 
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Brought forward, 
Mt. Pisgah Church, $8 30; Enon Church, $8, 
Decatur Church pr. W . J. Thompson, 
Ala. Bap. Bible Society, 
Same to For: Miss. Board, 
Same to Domestic Board, 
Same for Brother Or.cken, 
GEORGIA. 

Rev. Mr. Irwin and daughter, $10 10; Mr. Butler, $5, 
T. G. Burney, $5 ; Collection at Madison, $25 75, 
C. A. Davis, $25 ; Marietta Church, $6, 
A. L. Borden, $10 ; J. N. Fort, *4; C. A. Davis, $25, 
State Convention to For. Miss. Board, 

SUNDRIES. 

Salary and expenses ofW. C. Buck refunded, 
From Depository Agents, pr. their Report, 

CONTRA. 

Salary of Rev. W. C. Buck, Corresponding Secretary, 
Appropriation for Bibles in China, 
Balance on Exchange account, 
Travelling expenses, rent, coal, drayages, Ac. 
H. K. Ellyson, printing Minutes of Convention, 
E. W . Miller, for Bibles, 
Depository Agents, Nashville, 
J. R. Graves, expense to Alabama, 
Counterfeit Bank note, 
Foreign Mission Board, 

" " " from Ala. B. Society, 
" " " " Georgia Convention, 
" " " " (in 1855,) 
" " " " Ala. B. Society, 

S. Baker's expenses to Bethel Association, 
Salary to A. C. Dayton, Corresponding Secretary, 
Lippencott, Grambo & Co., for Bibles, 
Maryland Bible Society, 
Amount credited to Permanent Fund, 
Balance in hands of Depository Agents, 
Paid to Domestic Miss. Board by Brother Dayton, 

7,224 93 

— 1,544 30 

15 10 
30 75 
31 00 
39 00 
750 00 865 85 

240 00 
251 82 

491 82 

10,126 90 

Balance in hands of Treasurer, 

1,000 00 
700 00 
750 00 
554 00 
250 00 

1,096 84 
500 00 
17 41 

704 40 
116 02 
25 00 
150 00 
100 00 
10 00 

3 254 00 
' 15 00 
800 00 
37 70 
82 36 

1,501 85 
251 82 
200 00 

1,264 50 

8,862 40 

May 8, 1855. C H A R L E S A. FULLER, Treasurer. 
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C. A. FULLER, Treasurer, in acc't with 

PERMANENT FUND OF BIBLE BOARD OP S. BAP. CONVENTION. 

1853. 
July 7.—To amount of donation of Christian Entzminger, of Greenville, S. C. 1,501 85 

Interest on same to April 1,1855, 190 00 

$1,691 85 

C H A R L E S A. FULLER, Treasurer. 
Nashville, May 7, 1855. 

Nashville, May 8, 1855. 
The undersigned, appointed at the regular meeting in May, to examine the books and 

vouchers of the Treasurer of the Bible Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, do cer
tify that they have examined the same, and find them to be correct and as above stated, 

J. J. TOON, 
A. B. SHANKLAND. 

TOON, NELSON & Co., Depository Agents, 
In acc't with BIBLE BOARD S. BAP. CONVENTION. 

1855. 
May 1.—Amount of sales from April 1, 1853, to date, 

" Unsettled acc't, Shields & Moore, 

CONTRA. 

By order of Board for E. Tennessee, 
8 per cent. com. on sales, 
Am't of acc't rendered, 
" Com. paid agents—Shields & Moore, 
" Books returned, 

Balance, 

STATE or DEPOSITORY. 

1855. 
May 1.—Am't sales from April 1, 1853, to date, 

Value of Bibles on hand, 

Bibles, &c, on hand April 1, 1853, 
Invoices of Bibles from April 1, 1853, to date, 

Balance in favor of Depository, 

TOON, NELSON & CO., Depository Agents. 

Nashville, Tennessee. 
The undersigned, a committee appointed at the May meeting of the Bible Board of the S. B. 

Convention, do certify, that having examined the account ot sales and the number of books 
on hand in the Depository, find the above account of the Depository Agents correct. 

A. B. SHANKLAND, 
CHARLES A. FULLER, 

Nashville, May 1, 1855. Auditing Committee. 

652 65 
61 95 

100 45 
52 21 
215 27 
12 15 
82 70 
251 82 

652 65 
350 53 

497 50 
421 72 

714 60 

714 60 

1,003 18 

919 22 

83 96 



(APPENDIX B.) 

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

The events of a single year m a y be so different from what the wisest minds 
expected, that the best matured plans for the moral and religious improvement of 
the human race, m a y be injuriously, if not ruinously, affected by them. H u m a n 
calculations rest on facts, truths, circumstances and prospects, as they exist, or 
appear at the time the calculations are made: hence, the superinduction of eccen
tric and unexpected incidents, may, and often do, embarrass or prevent the success
ful prosecution of the most beneficial and fondly cherished enterprises. 

During the past two summers, a desolating and calamitous epidemic swept with 
terrible consequences over parts of Texas, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Alabama. W h a t was stated in the annual report for the year 
ending April 1st, 1854, m a y with truth and propriety be repeated in this: 

"Death, inexorable death, held undisputed sway. H e was in the "atmosphere 
and on the rivers, in private dwellings and public hotels, among the wicked at 
their sports, and the assembled saints at their devotions. Dismay, dread and 
consternation took forcible possession of the stoutest hearts, and families rled 
their homes, cities became depopulated, and in several instances the churches of 
God were broken up, and the flocks scatt 3red. The field of the Domestic Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, was the place of these sore distresses 
and weighty calamities. Doubtless, it would not be thought strange, therefore, if 
the present annual report should show a large decrease in the aggregate results of 
missionary labor, as contrasted with those of the past year. But while the work 
of domestic missions has been unquestionably retarded by the prevalence of this 
epidemic, it will be seen that both the receipts and disbursements have been con
siderably augmented. There has also been an increase of additions to churches, 
both by baptism and letter." 

Instead, however, of regarding these dreadful visitations of Providence as a suffi
cient cause for abandoning the mission stations, they were rather looked upon as a 
voice from heaven for more energetic endeavors to supply them with the regular 
preaching of the gospel. Several of the missionaries remained at their posts, 
preaching Christ, and attending to the sick and dying, though the shafts of death 
fell menacingly around them for the space of three long months. 

In the last annual report, under the head of Agencies, the folloAving record was 
made concerning the fate of Eev. John Smith Reynoldson : 

" A cloud of the deepest gloom impends over this department. The fate of the 
Rev. J. S. Reynoldson, general agent of the Board, has been painfully uncertain 
for many weeks. At the time of penning these lines, (May 16th,) there is scarcely 
the shadow of a hope that he is still among the living on earth. It is known that 
he embarked on tbe "steamer City of Glasgow" at Liverpool for home, and the 
vessel not having been heard from for more than two months, the conclusion can 
scarcely be avoided that he was lost at sea. 

"If this be so, the Domestic Mission Board have lost an agent whose place it will 
be difficult to fill. A nd this loss will be peculiarly detrimental at the present time, 
connected and identified, as Mr. Reynoldson was, with the interests of the California mission, Unless the lack of labor thus lost to the Board, shall be made up by 
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the voluntary action of churches and individuals, the mission to the Chinese on our 
western coast will suffer. But most of all, do the Board lament the loss of brother 
Reynoldson, on account of his bereaved family. May the Great Head of the church 
care for the widow and the orphans." 

Twelve months have since intervened, but nothing has been heard of the ill-fated 
steamer. Not a plank, spar or fragment of the ship has been certainly identified, 
and the irresistible conclusion is, that she was lost, and that every soul on board 
has perished in the sea. The subjoined extract from a letter to the Corresponding 
Secretary, dated at Richmond, Va., Nov. 2nd, 1853, will indicate the intention of 
our lamented brother at the time of sailing : 

"I shall leave this to make a short trip to Europe, on business, about the 1st of 
December, so as to be absent the two months in which little can be done, return
ing about the 1st of February." This was his last official communication to the 
Board. 

Deeply impressed with a sense of the loss sustained by the death of this estima
ble minister of Christ, the Board at its regular monthly meeting, held May, unani
mously passed the following preamble and resolutions: 

"Whereas, in the wisdom of Him who cannot err, our esteemed brother, John 
Smith Reynoldson, General Agent of the Domestic Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention for the Southern Atlantic States, has been called suddenly from 
the sphere of his usefulness on earth, to his eternal reward in heaven ; therefore, 

Resolved,- That in the death of this highly gifted minister, a great and good man 
has passed from among us; the Board have lost an invaluable agent; the church, 
one of its most successful evangelists; and Christianity, a zealous and untiring ad
vocate and defender. 

Resolved, That this Board tender their warmest sympathies to his afflicted and 
bereaved family. 
FINANCIAL OPERATIONS. 

The Treasurer's report for the year ending April 1st, 1854, shows a larger 
amount of receipts and disbursements, than had ever been received and expended 
during any previous year; and those of the year just closed, exceed the past by seve
ral thousands of dollars. The receipts for the financial year of '53 and '54, were 
$19,019 19; and those for '54 and '55, are $21,153 74, being an advance on the past 
year of $2,134 55. These receipts do not include a permanent fund of one thousand 
dollars, given by the Cahaba Association of Alabama, the interest of which, only, can 
be used. It will be seen that the three States of Georgia, Virginia and Alabama, were 
the largest contributors, and that Georgia has the honor of being the highest on the list. 
With the cash on hand at the close of the previous year, the resources of the Board 
were $24,675 77, The disbursements, $22,132 06, leaving a balance in hand of 
$2,543 71. For farther information, see Treasurer's Report. 

AGENCIES. 

There were commissioned, during the year, nine Agents. Only four of these, 
however, were in the field regularly, the whole time; three only a few months, and 
two occasionally. The States occupied by the Agents, were Georgia, Rev. J. 0. 
Scriven and Rev. William P. Hill; South Carolina, by Rev. W m . B. Johnson; 
North Carolina, by Rev. Jonathan Davis; Virginia, by Rev. E. Kingsford ; Mis
souri, by Rev. T. F. Lockett; Alabama, by Rev. Jesse A. Collins, and Mississippi 
by Rev. Thomas B. Lockhart. The largest amounts received by Agents were from 
Brethren Scriven and Hill. Dr. Johnson has done well for the time actively 
engaged, having made only occasional excursions among the churches, when the 
weather and his health woidd permit. In Alabama and Mississippi, the yellow 
fever and the long continued drought, have been the cause of greatly curtailing 
receipts by our Agents. Missouri was a new and untried field, and as much has 
been done there as could, under the circumstances, have been expected. North 
Carolina has only been occupied a few months, and a part of this period the Agent 
was confined to his bed by sickness. Dr. Kingsford has but just begun his work. 

4 
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H e speaks encouragingly for the future, and it is hoped the Baptists on his field 
will give him a hearty welcome, and patronize the cause he advocates liberally. In 
addition to these Agencies, the Corresponding Secretary made several collecting 
tours. Considering the fatal derangement that prevailed for a long season in the 
monetary affairs of the whole country, and the drought which yet continues, there 
is cause for devout gratitude to God that the receipts to the Board have been in
creased at all. Rev. Kedar Hawthorn also performed agency-work for six months 
in parts of Alabama and Florida. 

MISSIONARIES. 

Ninety-nine missionaries and agents, were under appointment of the Board 
during the past year. Of these, reports have been received regularly from seventy-
five ; sixteen more than reported the year before. The labors of twenty-five, have 
been confined to the towns and cities of the South and Southwest, and the remain
der, or larger portion, was located in destitute regions of the interior of the states 
and territories. In giving details, we shall begin with 

MARYLAND AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The new Baptist Church in Washington city under the care of Rev. T. C. Teas-
dale, has been gradually prospering. Within less than a year, 55 have-been added 
by baptism to the original band. The pastor's labors at home have been frequently 
interrupted by the necessity for his making journies abroad to collect funds to 
complete the new house. This church located in the metropolis of the nation, 
a city ever filled with public men and visitors from all parts of the world, is enti
tled to aid and encouragement from the churches of the land generally." The second 
African Baptist church has also enjoyed seasons of ingathering, and the pastor, 
Rev. Gustavus Brown, has had the happiness to see his congregations slowly but 
surely increasing, and sinners converted to Christ. Eighteen of these have been 
buried in the baptismal waters. 

The African Baptist church in the city of Baltimore has at length, through the 
energy and large hearted liberality of Bro. William Crane, found a home in the 
Saratoga Street Chapel. Rev. Noah Davis, the faithful under-shepherd of that 
flock, looks forward now to more encouraging results. H e deplores the tardiness 
with which funds come in to assist in relieving Bro. Crane from some pi the 
responsibility of liquidating the debt yet due upon the house. 
VIRGINIA. 

Leigh Street Church, in the city of Richmond, so auspiciously undertaken by 
Rev. Reuben Ford, has succeeded finely, and fully met the expectations of its orig
inators and patrons. Twenty-five were added the past summer by baptism, and 
the church by the next year will doubtless be self-sustaining. 

Rev. John Winter continued his services with the church at Wheeling up to the 
1st April, when he resigned, to accept the care of a church at Knoxville, Illinois. 
The church is at present without a pastor. 

In the course of last Autumn, a company of brethren and sisters in the city of 
Petersburg, obtained letters from the Market Street Church, with the view of 
beginning a new enterprise, in a remote part of the city. Rev. Thomas E. Skinner, 
a young m a n of talents and promise, has been chosen pastor, a part'of whose 
support is furnished conjointly, by the Domestic Mission Board and the General 
Association. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

This State, though she has not contributed largely to the treasury of the Board, 
has shown her good will by the readiness with which she received their agent, 
She is doing something to evangelize the destitute regions within her own borders, 
but, in addition, will also assist in supplying the great Southwest with the word 
of life. Her neighbor, 
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' S O U T H C A R O L I N A , 

Has received an accession to her missionary corps. Besides the mission at Pendle
ton, still continued by Rev. T. J. Earle, the Board appointed Rev. W . D. Rice, to 
preach for the Baptist Church at Sumptersville, and Rev. A. P. Norris, to supply 
the church at Granitesville. Both these places are deemed important points, and 
as South Carolina has, for years, been a liberal contributor to the treasury, these 
appointments were the more cheerfully made. Already, good fruits have matured 
at both of these places. 
GEORGIA. 

Notwithstanding the ravages, at Darien, by the yellow fever of last summer, our 
missionary, Rev. A. S. Morrall, has had the happiness of baptizing one hundred 
and sixteen converts. He remained at his post throughout the whole of that try
ing distress. 

T w o new missions have been established in this State. A small appropriation 
has been granted to aid in sustaining Rev. D. G. Daniel at Thomasville, where his 
labors, for the short period he has been employed, have been eminently blessed of 
the Lord—about 20 persons having confessed Christ in baptism. 

On application, made by the executive committee of the Sunbury Association, 
Rev. J. W . Turner was appointed to preach to the colored people in the vicinity 
of St. Mary's, Jeffersonton, and other places, as the above named committee shall, 
from time to time, direct. As yet, he has been much embarrassed for the want of 
suitable buildings in, which to preach, but it is hoped that this difficulty will soon 
be removed. The Board are gratified to be able to return to Georgia, through the 
media of these missions, nearly one thousand ̂ dollars of her liberal donations to 
the treasury. 
FLORIDA. 

Tampa, as a place of resort for invalids, affords a favorable opportunity for 
missionary labor, but the field of Rev. J. H. Breaker, has recently been so 
extended as to include within its limits, Spring Hill and vicinity. 

At Micanopy, East Florida, the commission of Rev. C. B. Joues, had six months 
to run at the closing up of the last Annual Report, but as no information has been 
received from that region since, it is presumed that he has abandoned his field. 

Several new missionaries have been commissioned for Florida, within the past 
six months. Rev. J. M. Hayman operates in Hillsboro, South Florida, and has 
already been permitted to bury with Christ, 25 willing subjects, in the baptismal 
waters. 

Rev. Kedar Hawthorn served the Board for a season, at Milton, Pensacola city, 
and the Navy Yard, but for want of boat communication from place to place, has 
been compelled to relinquish those points. 

At a late meeting, the Board agreed, in conjunction with Rev. Richard Mays, to 
support the Rev. Rian Friar, to missionate in the Lawrence river region. Thus, it 
appears, Florida is tolerably well supplied with the preaching of the word. 
KENTUCKY. 

At its last meeting, her General Association agreed by a resolution unanimously 
carried, tb co-operate with the Southern Baptist Convention in the laudable work 
of giving the gospel to the destitute, both in this country and in foreign lands. A 
contribution was taken up at the time to aid both Boards, and the funds have been 
received into their respective treasuries. With much pleasure does the Domestic 
Board welcome Kentucky as a coadjutor in the praiseworthy undertaking of sup
plying the destitute in our own native land, with the gospel of salvation. In 

TENNESSEE, 

The Board has had no agent to present its claims and advocate its interests, nor 
have funds to any amount been received from this great central State for its trea-



28 Domestic Mission Board. 

sury; yet eight missionaries have, during the past year, been located in different 
parts of its areal limits. Rogersville, Memphis, Knoxville, Chattanooga, the country 
between Carey Fork and the Cumberland mountains, Huntingdon, in Carrol county, 
and Waverly, are with the exception of two points, still occupied with more or less 
regularity. Rev. Noah Cate left Rogersville early last summer, and more recently, 
E. H. Osborn, a young m a n of deep piety and soul-moving eloquence, was com
pelled to leave his charge at Memphis, on account of feeble health, Strode, Hills
man, Summar, Arnold, and Morrison, are still engaged for the Board, and with rea
sonable success. Details relating to their several stations would be interesting, but 
they would extend this report too much. 

ALABAMA. 

Three of the missionaries engaged in this State left the service of the Board at 
the expiration of the several terms for which they were appointed, one of two new 
appointments were made, and at present there are about eight actively employed. 
The average of success as indicated by baptisms m ay be judged of by the following 
facts: Rev. J. H. Hooten baptized 22; Jeremiah Reeve, 8; Calvin Crews, 13; 
James Fields, 32; William C. Mynatt, 65; William Mathews, 19; and besides 
these, other brethren have, at different places, been permitted to receive additions 
in smaller numbers. T w o or three missions in Alabama are prosecuted almost ex
clusively for the benefit of the colored people. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Circumstances entirely beyond the control of the Board, have retarded its-opera-
tions in this State. Mississippi was once among the largest contributors to the 
Domestic Mission Treasury, but receipts from that quarter have been greatly di
minished—perhaps they may have been lessened by the educational and other en
terprises that have been commendably patronized in that region. Since the last 
report, the station at Mississippi City, on the Gulf coast, has been vacated by Rev. 
H. E. Hempstead, and Rev. B. B. Gibbs has removed from the Baptist Church in -
Natchez. At Vicksburg, several unsuccessful efforts were made to obtain a pastor 
during a space of a full year ; but lately the*Rev. M . W . Stambrough was obtained, 
and is now encouragingly occupied as the pastorof that interesting church. A few 
months since brethren W . J. Abbott and Z. M . McMath were commissioned to 
travel and preach within the bounds of the Yazoo Association. Young, energetic 
and pious, much good and substantial results are expected -from their united labors. 

MISSOURI. 

For eight successive years the Board has had missionaries in this large western 
State. Within the past year, the applications from there have been more nume
rous, and in some cases urgently pressing. They have been responded to accord
ing to the wishes of the petitioners, as far as prudence and the condition of the 
treasury would allow. There are at the present time seven missionaries under ap
pointment in Missouri, and appropriations voted for one or two important stations 
to be applied as soon as suitable ministers to occupy them can be obtained. 

The 3rd Baptist Church in St. Louis, has prospered under the zealous and judi
cious labors of the Rev. John Teasdale. Its originators look back upon its begin
ning, and ask with thankful surprise: "What hath God wrought?" A house of 
-worship has been erected on an eligible location ; the church is worshipping there
in, and at a recent protracted meeting, 16 were converted and united to the disci-
>ples of Christ by baptism. 

The Zion Church, in North St. Louis, of which the Rev. E. J. Owen is pastor, 
less favored than her sister in the receipt of pecuniary aid, has also been prospered 
of the Lord. Thirty were added by baptism last summer, and by the untiring ef
forts of the pastor and his flock, a lot has been secured, on which will soon be 
•erected a convenient meeting house. These churches, in a city like St. Louis, must 
«exert &n influence for good. 
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Besides these two churches the Board are aiding the Baptist Church at Hannibal, 
and that at Louisiana city, to support their pastors; and have made a small appro
priation for each one of the three missionaries acting under the direction of the 
Executive Committee of the Baptist Convention of southern Missouri, whose success 
thus far, has been all that might have been expected, considering the adverse cir
cumstances under which they have toiled. 

ARKANSAS. 

Most of the missionaries in this State—the number of which at present in the\ 
field, is eight—are supported conjointly by the Board and the Arkansas Associa- \ 
tions. The number of baptisms reported as the result of the united labors of six of \ 
these brethren, is 152. The mission at Helena, in charge of Rev. Reuben Jones, is 
still continued. The church, however, has been afflicted and weakened by the 
death of some of her most prominent and useful members. 

TEXAS. 

This State has been largely patronized by the Board, and the most gratifying re
sults have been realized. The Baptists have increased in number, influence and 
efficiency. Besides their University and the origin of several new churches, a de
nominational paper has lately been established. 

In a letter from Rev. Rufus C. Burleson, President of the Baylor University, 
dated April 17th, 1855, the following acknowledgment is incidentally made :— 

" Nothing on earth can display the excellency of your Missionary Board's opera
tions better than their success in Texas. By sending such men as Huckins, Tryon, 
Creath, and Witt here, at an early day, our cause has been firmly established, and 
is destined to become the leading and controlling denomination in this great and 
growing commonwealth." 
The prevalence of the yellow fever for two. successive years, has very much hin

dered the prosperity of the church in Galveston ; nevertheless, Brother Huckins 
continued at his post, attending to the sick and dying, burying the dead and 
preaching Christ to the living. Fifteen were baptized during the past year. 
Rev. Eli Witt, of Dallas county, has dissolved his connexion with the Board. 

So, also, has Rev. B. E. Lucas. Both of these ministers have been useful mis
sionaries. 
Rev. David Fisher's labors have been eminently successful, he having baptized 

130 believers in the course of the last year. 
The Board has been informed that several applications will be made soon, from 

various parts of the State, but unless a part of the needed funds can be raised on 
the ground, it is doubtful if the petitions can be granted. The time has come 
when the Board naturally look to Texas for some pecuniary aid. 
LOUISIANA. 

No State in the Union is more in need of faithful missionaries than this, and yet 
the Board have been unable to supply the demand. Many petitions to send mis
sionaries to this or that part of Louisiana, have been sent up for its consideration, 
but the Board can only appoint when the individual is named and recommended 
by persons living on the ground to be occupied, except in very rare cases of un
questionable necessity. Indeed, it is not the province of the Board to send persona 
to any place, but only to appoint those recommended by reliable brethren. Only 
two missionaries have been actively employed in this State. Others have been 
commissioned but they declined serving. The most important point for permanent 
occupation is the great commercial 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS. 

The Board have anxiously endeavored to carry out the wishes and resolves of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, as expressed at its session in the city of Balti
more, in the year 1853, to supply this important city with the preached gospel, or 
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to aid others in so doing, by sending thither one or more missionaries. They were 
particularly solicitous to secure an able man, one, who by education, talents, stand
ing in the denomination and position in society, might have ' been able to sway a 
commanding influence as a sound and evangelical preacher, to occupy the " House 
of Worship for a Baptist Church in the City," as contemplated by the Convention. 
Numerous consultations with ministers of distinction, were had on the subject, and 
several successive appointments for that post were made by the Board; in every 
instance, however, the brother appointed declined serving. 

Towards the close of the year 1853, the 1st Baptist Church rented a hall over a 
Railroad Depot, in which to hold regular weekly preaching, and conduct a Sabbath 
school. They employed Rev. William C. Duncan to supply the pulpit, and peti
tioned the Domestic Mission Board to aid in sustaining him in that capacity for six 
months; which request was granted. At tbe expiration of the six months, the 
church applied for an extension of his term, and it was accordingly extended from 
the 1st of July, 1854, to the 1st of October, of the same year. During this period 
the church building had been progressing, and a new Baptist church was'organized 
on the 9th of July, 1854, with the view of occupying the new house. The Board 
at first regarded this organization as premature, and had they been informed that 
such a step was in contemplation, before it took place, might have advised against 
it; but subsequently, on explanations having been made by James H. Lowe, one 
of the Trustees, in person, and the same Trustees having been recognized by the 
new church, which had been appointed by the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
Board acquiesced. Application was then made for the appointment of Rev. Wil
liam C. Duncan to officiate in the capacity of a supply to the new church, known 
as the " Coliseum Place Baptist Church," and he was appointed to serve up to the 
1st of May, the Board wishing, after that time, to submit the case for the consider
ation of the Convention. The Lord has blessed the labors of Brother Duncan, and 
to give a clear view of things as they have taken place before the Convention, the 
Board append his own account of the history and progress of this new organi
zation : 
" My dear Brother;—Enclosed you have my report for the month of February. I 
have delayed sending it till now, that I might transmit an accompanying statement 
of our church matters in full, since its organization. You will find it in the present 
sheet. The Coliseum Church was constituted July 8th, 1854, with nine members. 
On the 29th of September following, I baptized one for its membership. This was 
Dr. F. R. Witter, oi Napoleon, Miss., who has since been licensed by our church 
to preach the gospel of Christ. H e is laboring with success. The Doctor's heart 
is in the work; and, I doubt not, he will accomplish much in the vineyard of his 
Master. His labors have been, as I learn, acceptable in the field to which God has 
called him. 

On the second Sunday in November, we entered our new lecture-room. The 
29th following, one was received by letter. On the 27th of December, eleven were 
received from the First Baptist Church by letter. Of these eleven, I baptized five 
when preaching to the First Church, over the Depot. At the same time, five were 
received by new relation—two, Baptists from Wales. O n the 14th of January, 
1855, I baptized two.; and on the 28th, two additional. O n the 24th, by new re
lation of experience, four were added to our number—three from the city, and one 
from Oncken's Church (long in this city). Same day, by letter, one was received— 
Rev. H. Nabring, a German. On the 21st of February, three were received by let
ter, three by new relation, and three for baptism. This makes forty-five in all, 
thirteen of w h o m I myself have baptized. There are other applicants for baptism 
expected to come before the church ; and there are others to be received by letter— 
nine, so far, in all. 

In view of these facts, m y brother, of which I have given you a simple state
ment, we feel here that we have abundant reason to rejoice—we feel that, like St. 
Paul, when almost arrived at Rome, we can 'thank God, and take courage.' 
These members all know that they are called to labor in N e w Orleans—that they 
have each a work to do for their heavenly Master. They are united heart and soul, 
and are ready for every good word and work. Those that have known us in the 
time of our adversity, wonder, God evidently is blessing us, in answer to fervent 
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and heartfelt prayer. The congregation is large and remarkably attentive. Re
ligion is showing to some her beauty and her power. The new converts rejoice— 
the reclaimed speak their happiness with the tongue, and show it in their face. 
The average attendance at our prayer meetings is some fifty. This is very large 
for N e w Orleans. W e do not meet alone; God's Spirit is with us in our as
semblies. 

Our Sunday school has now 117 scholars, and over 16 teachers. It will proba
bly reach 130 scholars before this month is completed. W e have one large Sun
day-school room, and four smaller rooms used by the school. It is admirably 
managed, and the teachers are efficient. Deacon J. H. Low is the superintendent; 
Bro. L. A. Duncan, librarian ; and Bro. R. H. Browne, secretary. The school is 
furnished with books and maps, costing over $200. The rooms of the school are 
neatly fitted up. It does the heart good to see the order and discipline of the 
school. It tells already on the spirituality of the church. Many youth, I doubt 
not, are being taught in it lessons which will make them wise unto eternal life. 

I am happy to inform you that the attendance upon Sunday has become such 
that we have found it necessary to fit up the main audience room forthwith. Ar
rangements have been made accordingly by our indefatigable brother Low, and we 
are promised the pleasure of meeting above on the first Sunday in May. At the 
same time, the tower with its spire is to be carried to completion. The noise of the 
workmen is incessant as long as daylight lasts. W h e n all this is done, the church 
will owe some $15,000. H o w is this to be paid? W e trust to the liberality of 
the Baptists of the South. W e look to them for aid. They have promised, and 
will they not perform ? Every dollar now spent in N e w Orleans will return itself 
tenfold in time. 

The First Church is trying to perfect arrangements to begin worship again, apart 
from the Coliseum. W e all feel that their time to move has come, and if they work 
with united hand and heart, their success is certain. The First Church is still 
strong in membership, comparatively speaking. Soon, I think, I shall be able to 
tell what they will do. T w o churches are needed here, if not demanded. The 
First Church will want aid. The more the brethren abroad help the Coliseum in
terest now, the sooner it will be able to give the First assistance. 

Truly yours, in Christ, 
W. C. DUNCAN." 

It is here proper to submit, for the information of the Convention, the recent ac
tion of the Church, as expressed in the subjoined preamble and resolutions: 

New Orleans, March 26th, 1855. 
R E V . J O S E P H W A L K E B , Cor. Secretary, Marion, Ala. 

Dear Brother:—The following " Preamble and Resolutions" were unanimously 
passed at our last regular church meeting, held in our lecture room, Wednesday 
evening, March 21st, 1855 : 

Whereas, the "Domestic Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention" has 
appropriated the sum of $450 to assist in the support, until the 1st of M a y next, 
of the Rev. W m . C. Duncan, as our minister ; and 

Whereas, God, in his providence, has given us the ability to sustain the preach
ing of the Word, without aid from abroad, therefore 

Resolved, That we return sincere thanks to the Board for its kind and timely 
assistance. 

Resolved, furthermore, that for the future, we will endeavor not only to sustain 
preaching in our own church, but will also heartily co-operate with the Board in 
all its objects of benevolence. 

Resolved, Finally, that the Clerk be requested to forward a copy of these Resolu
tions to the Corresponding Secretary of the Board, at Marion, Ala. 

L. A L E X . D U N C A N , Church Clerk. 

From this, it appears that the church as it respects the support of her minister, 
has become self-sustaining, and asks nothing more from the Convention, except as-
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sistance to liquidate the debt on her house of worship.0 Other churches, however, 
ought to be established in different parts of this destitute city. 

Rev. N . H. Bray has done good service for the Board in Natchitoches, Rapids, 
and Sabine Parish, in the western part of the State, where he is yet engaged. B y 
his perseverance and energy he has preached Christ in many sections of the coun
try, occasionally making excursions over into Texas; and the Lord has rewarded 
his labors by copious outpourings of his Spirit, and the addition to the churches, 
in the course of the year, of 78 willing converts, all of w h o m Bro. Bray led into 
the baptismal waters. 

CALIFORNIA. 

In obedience to the instructions of the Southern Baptist Convention, at its session 
in Nashville in 1851, and reiterated at Baltimore 1853, the Board have established 
mission stations in California, both among the Americans and Chinese. They pre
sent, first, a detailed account of the 

CHINESE MISSION. 

Eight months after the adjournment of the Convention at Baltimore, were em
ployed by Bro. Shuck in traveling to solicit funds to defray the expenses of him
self and family to California, and aid in sustaining him on that field. One month 
was required for the passage, so that he has yet been actively engaged on the 
ground only a little over one year. O n his arrival at San Francisco, he explored 
carefully that city, and then went to Sacramento for a similar purpose. Having 
surveyed both cities with anxious attention, the following reasons, among others, 
determined his mind in favor of the latter, as the place for the Baptist Mission to 
the Chinese in California : " A Christian Mission was already in operation among 
the Chinese in San Francisco;" " In Sacramento are as many respectable Chinese 
as in San Francisco, although the whole number is not so great;" " A growing 
prejudice on the part of the Americans against the Chinese, rendered it absolutely 
necessary to meet it publicly. The pulpit and pastor at Sacramento offered direct 
and palpable facilities." In addition to these and other reasons, Bro. Shuck was 
advised to locate in Sacramento by friends and brethren who had an intimate 
knowledge of both cities. After correspondence had with the Presbyterian Board 
of Missions, and letters received from Rev. Mr. Rollinson and other ministers in 
California, the salary of Mr. Shuck was fixed at $3,000, and to enable the Board 
to meet this draft upon the treasury, he was allowed to supply, for a season, the 
pulpit of the Baptist Church in Sacramento city, that church agreeing to pay a 
portion of his salary. This arrangement, however, is only to continue till the 
church, can obtain a pastor, and the Chinese Chapel, now in course of erection, 
shall have been completed. 

At Hong Kong, in China, Bro. Shuck had charge of an English church and 
congregation at the same time that he was serving the Chinese ; and in a recent 
letter he remarks : " I believe, decidedly,-that I can serve the cause of Christ and 
the Board every way better, by carrying on the English and Chinese efforts at the 
same time." Thus far, for want of a chapel, Bro. Shuck has labored for the Chi
nese by visiting them at their homes, and seeking groups of them on Sabbath after
noons. This he has done continually, ever since his settlement in California. He 
has also spent some time in soliciting funds for the Chinese Chapel. Thus, as in 
the beginning of every enterprise of the kind, much time, labor and money had to 
be expended in laying a foundation for future operations. In a letter dated Octo
ber 14, 1854, Bro. Shuck writes: " The Chinese here have now erected better 
houses than before the fire. I a m still preaching among them, but all is unsatis
factory without a permanent chapel." 

While, however, this chapel was progressing, a terrible calamity befel many of 
• Total expenditure to date, $36,057 01; received from Paulding estate, $15,784 35; from New-
York and Philadelphia, $434 00 : from New Orleans, $7,741 21; from the country, $3,003 12; 
making $26,962 68. Amount paid over and above the receipts, $9,094 93. Add to this, obligations 
£tven, and it will be $14,094 93. 
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the Chinese of Bro. Shuck's acquaintance. Under date of Feb. 14th, 1855, he 
writes: 

"I have now the pleasure of informing the Board that the Chinese Chapel is in 
course of erection, and I enclose you a pretty little off=hand sketch of it by a talent
ed young gentleman whom I baptized two months ago. I have left out the con
tract for $1,400, including everything compleie. The contractor agrees to give 
me a little time in which to raise final payments by collections, &c. I must not 
call upon the Board for another appropriation towards the chapel. The balance 
ought and must be raised in California, the Lord helping. I sent you a paper 
giving you details of the frightful explosion here of the steamer "Pearl." During 
the past week, I obtained from the steamboat company to which the "Pearl" 
belonged $1,200, and paid it into the hands of injured Chinese passengers who 
were on board the ill-fated steamer. The company have acted very gentlemanly 
and generously. The Chinese were very grateful and thankful to me, and m y 
course in this matter and m y attentions toward them have gained me much addi
tional influence among the whole of them. Poor fellows ! they have showered 
presents of tea, preserves, and hog meat upon me ; also a magnificent gold pen and 
pencil with gold case. I am delivering a series of popular discources on various 
subjects, on Sunday nights, to unusually large and intelligent audiences. I send 
you a paper containing a report of m y discourse last Sunday night, designed to 
bear on the Chinese question. Many of the members of the legislature were 
there. The reporter reported me wrongly about the tower of Siloam and about 
the numerous canals being in all China. I said in the region of Shanghai. M y 
health is good ; but, just asit was in China, work and toil accumulate on m y hands. 
Often indeed am I wearied, but seldom, I am thankful to say, am I broke down. 
I feel now, with high satisfaction, the advantage of the good use I made of m y 
large library I had in China. Ah-moey I hope to have employed soon. All well. 
Pray tor Yours fraternally, 

J. L E W I S SHUCK." 
The above are the principal facts which have transpired in connection with this 
Chinese mission. The Board feel under especial obligations to the Goshen Associ
ation of Va., for the liberal appropriation, during last fall, of $1,000 to this mis
sion, and to the young ladies of the Judson Female Institute at Marion, Ala., for 
$225. About one thousand dollars has been raised by Bro. Shuck on the ground, 
but all of this and a little m<_Jre has been appropriated to the chapel and chapel lot. 
The fund for this mission is now nearly exhausted, and unless vigorous efforts shall 
be made at this Convention to replenish the treasury, the mission cannot be sustained. 
The Board indulge the belief that the Southern Baptist Convention, seeing that the 
heaviest of the toil and expense has been endured, and prospects are beginning to 
brighten, will not let this mission suffer for want of funds. 
MISSION AT OAKLAND CITY. 

Repeated efforts had been made to carry out the instructions of the Convention 
to send missionaries among the Americans in California, but all proved failures ; no 
one would say, " here am I, send me." Thousands on thousands of Southern 
people petitioned for Southern ministers, but the Board had none to send. There 
was, however, a young lawyer in that country—a man of fine talents and a Southern 
man by birth and education—him God converted and placed in the ministry. By 
the united recommendation of the California Baptist State Convention, including 
the Baptist ministry of San Francisco, Stockton, and Sacramento City, this young 
man was recommended to the Board as a suitable missionary for Oakland City. 
The Board have received his first report and will let him speak for himself. 

"Oakland, February 15, 1855. 

Dear Brother Walker:—It gives me great pleasure herewith to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication. I have felt and said so much upon the subject of 
the appointment of missionaries for California by the Southern Board, that it now 
affords me double gratification at the interest which they have manifested for us. 

° • 
5 
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W e have now the position which we should occupy in the denomination. Brother 
Shuck is at one of the most important points in the State; has the largest church 
in the State, and its influence and numbers rapidly increasing, while he is beloved 
by his people and the community. 

I a m occupying one of the most desirable positions in the State, which, though 
lost sight of by our people until I chose it as m y field of labor, is now beginning to 
be viewed with much interest. It is true that our membership is small, and must 
continue to be comparatively small for some time. Oakland is increasing in popu
lation. It is the prettiest location in the State, most delightful climate winter and 
summer, surrounded on the south-west and north by San Francisco Bay, on the 
east backed by a splendid farming country in a high state of cultivation, connected 
to San Francisco by steamboats making trips six times a day, only thirty minutes 
distance. It is now chiefly occupied as a place of residence for the families of busi
ness men from San Francisco. It must bear the same relation to San Francisco 
that Brooklyn does to N e w "York. I came here."about the 12th of November, se
cured at once a lot 100 by 100 feet, succeeded in erecting at once a neat church 
edifice 24 by 45 feet with a gallery across the front end. all neatly finished within, 
with the exception of painting, and had the housededicated on the 17th of Decem
ber. The whole expense has been $1,800, of which $300 still remain unpaid, but 
we hope to remove this during tbe spring. Our "congregations are not large, but 
veiy respectable, and increasing every Sunday. I preach Sabbath morning and 
evening, and superintend the Sabbath school in the afternoon. W e have a.very 
interesting Sabbath school to have been so recently commenced, numbering thirty-
five scholars and five teachers. W h e n we came here, the Presbyterians had full 
possession of the ground, as far as Protestants are concerned. They had also a 
Sabbath school. On last Sabbath they disbanded their school, and sent a commit
tee to us to propose a union school, which of course we declined, but invited them 
to fall in with us. 

I feel that God has blessed our efforts as a denomination here. I believe he will 
continue to bless us if we will do our duty. 

I feel truly thankful that the Southern Convention, by their missionaries, are in 
occupancy of two such important points. I hope that they may be encouraged to 
continue their efforts. As a general thing, our Southern ministers are better 
calculated to please tbe people, and even Northern men will give them the prefer
ence if they have half a chance. Send out men then, and occupy other important 
positions now entirely unoccupied, as far as Baptists are concerned. Bro. Shuck 
will come down and hold a protracted meeting with m e about the 1st of 
April, (D. V.) 

M y dear brother, we need to pray much that God would bless the efforts of 
his ministers in California. Pray for us. I would be pleased to hear from you 
frequently. 

Yours, in gospel bonds, 
EDW. J. WILLIS. 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS. 
Weeks of labor as reported, 2,070; churches and preaching stations occupied, 
250; sermons and religious addresses delivered, 7,853; prayer and other devo
tional meetings attended, 2,034; number of churches that hold the monthly con
cert of prayer, 37 ; number of baptisms administered, 1,096 ; number of persons 
received by Fetter, 540 ; whole number in full fellowship at the regular churches, 
9,019 ; number of Sabbath schools and Bible classes, 106 ; number of pupils and 
teachers, 3,459; number of Sabbath school teachers and pupils converted during 
the year, 86 ; volumes in the different Sabbath school Libraries, 7,200; number of 
miles traveled by agents and missionaries in the discharge of their duties, 64,843 ; 
religious visits of missionaries to families, 13,838; meeting houses begun during the 
year, 17 ; finished, 8; churches constituted, 15 ; ministers ordained, 5; deacons, 
32; young men preparing for the ministry, 13; and the number of persons con
verted but not baptized by the missionaries, 426. These are the results as gathered 
from the reports, but in many instances they were imperfect, so that it is fair to 
conclude that more has been accomplished, than what is here stated. 
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These results as contrasted with the past year, show $2,134 55 more funds re
ceived ; $4,503 02 more expended; and $978 32 more disbursements than re
ceipts, (see Treasurer's Report.) They also show 95 more preaching stations sup
plied, 250 more sermons and addresses delivered, 334 more meetings attended, 353 
more baptisms, 69 more by letter, 11,152 more miles traveled, 6,908 more religious 
visits, and 4 more young men preparing for the ministry. Taking the two years 
together, more has been accomplished in every respect, than ever before since the 
organization of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

INDIAN MISSIONS. 

More than twelve months ago, Rev. A. J. Moffat, at Armstrong Academy, opened 
a correspondence with the Secretary of the Board, with the view of obtaining aid 
to support him in the Choctaw nation, and representing that if help did not come 
from some quarter soon, the mission would fall into the hands of the Pedobaptists. 
Tbe Board felt a deep concern for the preservation of that mission to the Baptists, 
but could not and would not do any thing until assured that Bro. Moffat was not 
still under the patronage of the Board at Louisville, Ky. The Secretary therefore 
addressed a letter to the Corresponding Secretary of the Indian Mission Associa
tion, for the purpose of ascertaining if Bro. Moffat had dissolved his connection 
with that Board, and whether it would be regarded as improper, should the Do
mestic Mission Board make a small appropriation for that point to save the mis
sion. The Corresponding Secretary of the Indian Mission Association, was from 
home when this letter arrived at Louisville, but after returning, in a letter dated 
January 10th, 1855, he replied that the letter had been mislaid, but that in Octo
ber last, the Board of Indian Missions had authorized him to open a correspond
ence with the Corresponding Secretary of the Domestic Mission Board, with the 
view of a transfer of the Indian Mission operations to the Southern Board of Do
mestic Missions, and before making any propositions on their part, he desired to 
know on what terms such an arrangement could be effected. In the absence of a 
meeting of the Board, the Secretary replied, that it would be impossible, in the ab
sence of data to form conclusions, to suggest any terms, and that the whole ques
tion would better be referred to the next Biennial Convention. 

Since then, another letter came from Bro. Moffat, dated January 29th, 1855, 
stating that if help did not come in two or three months, he would be compelled to 
give up the institution into the hands of the national authorities, but that such a 
step would be a surrender of Baptist influence in that part of the nation. The 
Domestic Mission Board, however; decline taking any action that might seem to 
interfere with the business of another Board; and in case the Indian Mission Asso
ciation should see proper to transfer Indian mission affairs to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, leave the decision of this question to the wisdom of that body. 
STARTLING FACTS. 
By reference to the Treasurer's report, it will be seen that the three States of \ 
Georgia, Virginia and Alabama, have contributed more than double the aggregate 
amount received from the other twelve southern States. That the whole amount 
of receipts from the five States of Mississippi, South Carolina, Missouri, California, 
and Maryland, is more than three times as large as the aggregate sum received from 
the seven States of Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas, Kentucky, North Carolina, Louisiana 
and Florida ; and that the largest contribution from a single State of the seven last 
named, is less than $400 // It is proper to state here, that in these seven States 
in which the contributions to the Domestic Mission Board have been almost nothing, 
the Board have had no agents, and this develops a truth worthy of consideration, , 
viz: churches, conventions and associations—whatever they may do for other ob- / 
jects—will not attend to Domestic 'Mission interests, except through the solicita- / 
tions of agents. The Board could wish it were otherwise, but with perhaps a very / 
few exceptions, it is not, and agents must be employed till the disciples of Christ 
do their duty voluntarily. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

f In submitting this statement of their transactions for the consideration of the 
/ Convention, the Board feel devoutly thankful that the great Head of the Church 
/ has enabled them to make such a favorable exhibit of missionary operations in the 
I States and Territories of the South and South-west. They feel profoundly im

pressed with the importance of this enterprise, and are convinced that nothing is 
needed but a better appreciation of its merits by pastors, editors, associations and 
conventions, to make it one of the most efficient agencies under God, for the salva
tion of sinners, that anywhere exists on the American continent. They would 
therefore exhort their brethren to " come up to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty." Look over these vast fields—every day enlarging their dimensions—ye 

f men cf wealth and prosperity. W e e p over their destitution, and remember that 
your own children are seeking permanent homes in various portions of them. W h o 
knows but your benefactions m a y aid in sustaining pious missionaries among them, 

I and that thus you m a y minister for the salvation of your own son or daughter. 
Let this noble work be sustained by fervent prayer and a large-hearted liberality, 
and eternity alone can unfold its soul-saving results. 



TREASURER'S BIENNIAL REPORT. 

Report of the funds received and disbursed by the Treasurer of the Domestic Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, from the 1st of April, 1853, to the 1st of 
April, 1854. 

To balance in Treasury, 1st April, 1853, 
Rec'd since from Alabama, 

Virginia, 
S. Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Tennessee, 
Mississippi, 
Maryland, 
N. Carolina, 
Texas, 
Louisiana, 
Arkansas, 
Missouri, 
Kentucky, 
Florida, 
Dis. Columbia, 

4,639 35 
4,627 40 
2,641 73 
2,595 81 
1,653 00 
1,311 42 
476 30 
265 50 
264 00 
187 50 
108 33 
108 10 
101 15 
20 00 
10 60 

$2,231 88 

19,019 19 

$21,251 07 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Cash paid to Agents, Missionaries and Corresponding Secretary, 
Cash paid traveling expenses of Agents and Secretary, 
Cash paid New Orleans church fund, 
Cash paid Journal Office, 
Cash paid furnishing Mission rooms, 
Cash paid printing blank forms, 
Cash paid exchange, 
Cash paid stationery and postage, 
Cash in hand 1st of April, 1854, 

15,991 74 
713 60 
410 00 
484 00 
48 59 
22 00 
23 65 
34 76 

3,522 03 
$21,251 07 

W. HORNBUCKLE, Treasurer 
B. D. M. S. B. C. 

I have examined the above account, and the vouchers therewith connected, and find the 
same correct. Balance in hands of Treasurer, is three thousand five hundred and twenty-
two dollars and three cents. 

W M . N. WYATT, Auditor. 
MARION, PERRY Co., ALA., \ 

April 1st, 1854. j 
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WILLIAM HOENBUCKLE, Treasurer, in acc't with 
DOMESTIC MISSION BOAED OF SOUTHEEN CONVENTION. 

$3,522 03 
1855. 

April. -

DR. 

— T o balance in Treasury 1st April, 1854, 
Receipts from individuals. 
societies, from 1st April, 
From Georgia, 

Virginia, 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
South Carolina, 
California, 
Missouri, 
Maryland, 
Tennessee, 
Arkansas, 
Texas, 
Kentucky, 
North Carolina, 
Louisiana, 
Florida, 

, churches, 
1854, to 1st 

associations and 
April, 1855, viz: 

5,384 60 
4,966 17 
4,403 29 
1,374 40 
982 68 
930 82 
852 92 
774 04 
369 70 
316 25 
236 00 
212 87 
205 00 
140 00 
5 00 

- 21,153 74 

$24,675 77 

CR. 

1855. 
April 1st.—By cash paid agents, missionaries, and Cor. Sec, $19,919 18 

Traveling expenses of agents and Sec, 302 61 
New Orleans Church fund, 140 00 
Journal Office, 437 50 
Exchange, 87 02 
Postage, 36 87 
Printing forms, & c , 34 75 
Furnishing room, 19 00 
Stationery, 5 13 
For Chapel for Chinese, 700 00 
Chapel lot, 450 00 

Cash in hand to balance, 2,543 71 
$24,675 77 

W . H O R N B U C K L E , Treasurer 
B. B. M. S. B. C. 

This to certify that I have examined the foregoing account, and the vouchers therewith 
connected, and find the same correct. The balance in the hands of the Treasurer, to the 
1st April, 1855, is two thousand five hundred and forty-three dollars and seventy one cents. 

W M . N. W Y A T T , Auditor. 
Marion, April 30th, 1855. 



(APPENDIX C.) 

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

The Board of Foreign Missions have reason to be deeply affected by the solem
nity of the position they occupy. They have been charged with the duty of 
superintending those great interests which are connected with the Redeemer's 
glory, by spreading in heathen lands the good tidings of his salvation. That 
they have done all which might have been effected in the exercise of a faith, and 
love, and zeal, corresponding in full measure with their obligations, they will not 
pretend. Humbled, they may well be, that they have done no more, and yet 
they have reason to rejoice in God their Saviour, that so much has been wrought 
in them, and by them. They now present their annual statement of the work 
performed, during the year now closed, and such recommendations pertaining to 
the future, as are suggested by their experience, and the indications of Providence: 

FINANCIAL. 

In no year of their past history have the Board found so many difficulties in the 
way of securing funds. This has been a complaint common to all benevolent 
associations. Many portions of the country have suffered from deficient crops. 
The financial affairs of the land have also been much deranged. These two causes 
have produced a general scarcity of money, and our agents have therefore found it 
not easy to make collections. The Board have hoped to report such a large 
surplus in the treasury, as to make it advisable at once to send out a large re
inforcement to all our missions. But such a report they cannot make. At the 
last annual meeting of the Board, a balanere remained in the hands of the Treasurer 
of $ 6,207 86, since which $ 30,066 60 from various sources have been collected, 
making a total of $ 36,274 46. The expenditures of the year amount to 
$31,949 11, leaving a balance in hand of $4,325 35, all of which will be 
needed to meet present liabilities. From this statement it will appear that a change in 
our fiscal condition is absolutely essential, in order to an enlargement of our work. 
Could our receipts be so far increased as to allow an expenditure of forty thousand 
dollars, or more, for the next year, leaving a balance in the treasury of five or six 
thousand dollars, we might reasonably hope that the requisite laborers would be 
secured. The period in our history has arrived when it becomes us to aim at this 
measure of zeal and liberality. The call from heathen lands is loud and urgent, 
and we are pecuniarily able to answer the call. If, during this conventional 
meeting,.our brethren will devise liberal things, and the churches be ready to carry 
them out, may we not hope that the blessing of the God of missions will accom
pany us, both in our foreign work, and in a happy reflex influence on the churches 
at home ? 
THE HOME AND FOREIGN JOURNAL. 

The Board have at present no official organ of publication, but their little 
monthly sheet, the " H o m e and Foreign Journal." The present issue is fourteen 
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thousand copies, being an increase of one thousand since the beginning of the 
financial year. The Board are able also to report an improved condition of things 
in the expense of conducting it. The amount received on the Journal account 
ending with the third volume, was nearly $ 900 less than the expenses of publica
tion. The present volume, it is hoped, will show a much better condition of 
things, and the prospect is that the entire cost of printing, mailing, & c , will, in 
two or three years, be met by the avails of subscription. This being the only 
specific channel of communication with the churches under the control of the 
Foreign and Domestic Boards, it becomes important, as far as possible, to increase 
the number of subscribers. It will be easy for our brethren to give this little 
sheet a wide circulation, and we hereby invoke an interest on its behalf. 

W e are happy, in connection with this subject, to acknowledge the readiness of 
the denominational press, in the South and Southwest, to aid the Board, by giving 
publicity to official reports and appeals. A free and effective use of this privilege 
has been made. 

ADDITIONAL SECRETARY. 

As stated in their last report, for three or four years the Board have felt the 
necessity of an increased efficiency in bringing before the churches the claim of 
foreign missions. The churches upon which they are dependent for the means to 
carry on their operations, cover a wide spread and sparsely settled territory. With 
the other various duties connected with the editorial conduct of the paper, and the 
home and foreign correspondence, it has been almost impossible for one secretary 
to visit the churches, State conventions, and other large denominational meetings, 
and to exercise the desired influence in diffusing the missionary spirit. If the 
churches were properly awake to their true position, as the divinely constituted 
dispensers of the gospel to the destitute of the earth, or if all our brethren of 
the ministry were prepared to perform their appropriate work, in giving direction 
to the benevolent energies of the churches, then the performance of this labor by 
secretaries or agents, would be rendered unnecessary. But it is not so. Our 
churches, and even our pastors, need to be instructed and excited on these questions 
of duty. It m a y be said, also, that one officer would be competent to the present 
entire work, if no enlargement were contemplated. But we must not, cannot 
remam satisfied without a larger participation in the glorious enterprise of sending 
to the heathen the unsearchable riches of Christ. Our numbers, intelligence, 
moral strength, and pecuniary resources, connected with our obligations to Christ, 
and the death wail which comes to our ears from millions of accessible heathen, 
all forbid. It has, therefore, seemed desirable, and indeed a solemn duty, to secure 
fae services of an additional secretary. The appointment of the Rev. A. M . 
Poindexter, who has had experience and success in such labors, warrants the 
expectation of a happy result. The Board consider themselves favored thus far 
in their past history, and now, with this increased infiusnce they will be able to 
exercise, they hope to enlarge, if not to double, their operations. 
It is deemed proper to refer to this subject distinctly in the present report, that 

the Convention m a y understand the reasons which have influenced the Board in 
the appointment of another salaried officer, and that an opportunity m a y be given 
to express disapprobation, if any such disapproval be entertained. The Board 
wTsh also to state, should it be found after a fair experiment, that an increase of 
capital is not the result of this measure, and that the Baptist churches of the 
South are unwilling to conduct their foreign missions on any other than a small 
scale, then, they will be prepared to return to the former arrangement, and commit 
the entire work to the care of one corresponding secretary. 

It is expected that the secretaries will so arrange their labors as always to leave 
one at the mission room, while the other shall be employed in attending the more 
important convocations of our brethren in various parts of our extended country. 
AGENCY WORK. 
The Board are aware that a diversity of sentiment exits relative to tbe expedi
ency of the agency system. They admit also that could this system be superseded 
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by a better, it ought not to be continued. But can a Board like ours secure all 
needed contributions from the churches without recourse to this system? Is there 
any other plan by which our brethren may be induced to enter upon a systematic 
appropriation of funds for benevolent enterprises ? The experience of the past 
seems to give a negative reply to the enquiry. In the present condition of our 
churches, when the spirit of missions so little prevails, if left to their own sponta
neous liberality, but little will be effected. The time may come when trained by 
wise and experienced pastors, they will be " ready as a matter of bounty and not 
of covetousness," to present their systematic and free will offerings. But even 
then, when the missionary spirit shall pervade the land, it is not certain that this 
class of laborers will be unnecessary. In apostolic times, certain brethren were 
appointed to collect the bounty of the believers, and even Paul himself did not 
deem himself dishonored by writing to the churches and urging a readiness with 
their pecuniary benefactions, for the coming of the appointed agents. The Board 
have been willing to dispense with agents whenever it could be properly done. 
They believe, however, that an efficient brother, to be charged with the responsi
bility of this work, might be usefully employed in each State. To say nothing of 
his labors as an evangelist in preaching from day to day, it is doubtful whether 
any class of men among us, are more potent in their influence for good, than godly, 
warm hearted, judicious agents. The labors of our brethren, Rev. J. H. Campbell, 
of Georgia, Rev. William B. Johnson, of South Carolina, Rev. William M . Farrar, of 
Mississippi, Rev. C. F. Sturgis, of Alabama, Rev. B. T. Cake, of Missiouri, and 
Rev. R. G. Kimbrough must here be distinctly mentioned as efficiently engaged in 
this work. 
INDIAN MISSIONS. 

It becomes the duty of the Board to state that letters have been received from the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Indian Mission Association, and other devoted 
friends of the red man, relative to the question of a transfer of this important 
interest to the Foreign Mission Board. The impression seems to have widely 
prevailed in the South and Southwest, that one of the Boards of the Convention 
now in existence, might economically and efficiently manage our missions among 
the Indians, without seriously -interfering with the objects now specifically 
contemplated by it. To all the communications addressed to this Board, but one 
answer has been returned—that the whole subject, was properly under the control 
of the Convention. If the Indian Mission Association shall definitely yield its 
work, and desire it to be performed by other hands, it will then remain for the 
Convention to determine whether it will assume this new trust, and to what agency 
it shall be entrusted. 
NEW FIELDS. 

The Board have not been indifferent to the question of establishing new missions, 
in accordance with the suggestions and instructions of the Convention. But they 
have hitherto deemed it unadvisable to attempt the occupancy of any untried 
positions excepting at Sierra Leone, the British colony on the western coast of 
Africa. To this the Board allude under the head of African Missions. 

Enquiries respecting South and Central America have been made, but the Board 
have not been satisfied of the expediency of entering these fields. The same is 
true of Japan. God will yet prepare the way for the establishment of effective 
missions in those portions of the globe, and it will be ours to stand prepared to 
obey the summons, which he may sound in our ears. 

SPECIAL AGENCY TO AFRICA. 

The Convention have already been apprised of the valuable service rendered by 
our esteemed Brother Ball, in his visit on behalf of the Board, to our missions on the 
coast of Africa. Upon his return home he brought much important information. H e 
was preparing to make a second visit, when his Lord called him up to join in the em
ployments of the heavenly world. The missionaries on thfe field renewed their re

ft 
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quest that the Board should appoint another competent person to visit them, for the 
purpose of setting in order the things that were wanting, and of ascertaining by 
actual inspection the positions yet proper to be occupied. The services of Rev. 
Jno. Kingdon, of Baltimore, were tendered and accepted. H e had been connected 
for several years with the English Baptist Mission on the island of Jamaica, and 
his experience in missionary work qualified him to perform the duties of the 
special agency. In addition to his explorations on the western coast, he was 
requested to pass by the way of London, to secure a ready transmission of supplies 
to Yoruba. Passing along the African coast, he visited Sierra Leone, and most of 
our stations in Liberia, attended the associational meeting at Edina, and had re
turned to Monrovia, to take the steamer on her downward passage to Lagos, that 
he might fully carry out the object of his mission. There he was stricken by the 
fever of the country, and in a few short days was boine to the grave. His heart 
was in his work. It was difficult to repress the constant purpose to do more than 
his physical strength allowed. The Board believe that his appointment was not 
in vain. H e infused new life into our missionary work, cheering the hearts of our 
brethren who are toiling in the field, and now doubtless, from the bright elevation 
he has reached, he looks, and will look with interest, such as heavenly beings 
alone can know, upon the growing triumphs of the Redeemer among the sable 
tribes of Africa* 
RETURN OF MISSIONARIES. 

On the general question of the return of missionaries to this country, it will be 
found impossible to establish any specific rule. Every case must be decided upon 
its own merits. The Board consider when one has given himself to the work, at 
great expense, has gone into a heathen land, and by acquaintance with the lan
guage and acclimation, has become qualified to labor with efficiency, that it is not 
a light thing to lay down the implements of toil, and retire from the field. They 
have always discouraged, except for urgent reasons, the return of their mission
aries. They desire, too, to say, that in most cases, their brethren abroad have evinced 
the most self-denying purpose to regard not their own lives dear unto them. One 
of the missionaries in China thus freely expresses himself on this subject: 
" I a m perfectly content to live and die in China, and pray that I may rever be 

compelled to leave. W h y should I wi; h to leave, when I can obtain every needful 
comfort, and find more work in the Lord's vineyard than I can po- sibly do ? This 
calls to mind the need of laborers here, and the remark sometimes made, that the 
missionaries are probably at times providentially forced to go home, in order to 
awaken others and induce them to come out. This is likely true. But it is not 
very consoling to think that any one of us here may possibly be thus afflicted, in 
order to arouse some Jonases to their duty. Please say to all such. I hope they 
will spare us, by cheerfully obeying the dictates of conscience, and the providential 
call upon them to come to this land, whtre God seems to be opening the way and 
preparing the minds of the people for the general spread of his truth. The fact 
is, brethren, the field is ripening so fast here, we have not time to be coming home 
after you. I will also add, that if the whole Chinese empire is open to the labors 
of the missionaries, as we think it soon will be, we shall then have our hands too 
full to be constantly writing to urge you to do your duty. So it would be much 
better to come along without any further ceremony. What say you, young breth
ren in the ministry? Whose particular duty is it to come we know not, but you 
know it is the duty of some of you. Let each one, then, with an honest heart, 
prayerfully ask, ' Is it m y duty ?' Do not be afraid to make this prayer, lest the 
lot should fall upon you ; for be assured God will sustain you in the path of duty 
just as readily in China as anywhere else. Out of this path you are safe nowhere ; 
not even in beloved and happy America." 
OUR MISSIONS. 

The Board have still devoted their energies to those two great fields, which, in 
the commencement of their work, were providentially pointed out to them. With 
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the means placed in their hands, they have done all they could to cultivate those 
fields. 

A more distinct survey of their work will be desired in this report. 

CHINA.—SHANGHAI MISSION. 

MISSIONARIES.—Rev. George Pearcy and wife, Rev. M. T. Yates and wife, Rev, 
A. B. Cabaniss and wife, Rev. T. P. Crawford and wife, Dr. G. W . Burton and 
wife. Total, 10 missionaries and assistants. 

The past year has been one of trial to our missionaries at Shanghai, on 
account of the continuance of the civil war. The city has been for many 
months in the hands of the insurgents, the imperial forces being outside the 
walls, and collisions continually taking place between the two parties. This 
has rendered the condition of our missions somewhat perilous, and greatly 
interrupted their regul?r work. Our brethren have, however, not been unem
ployed. Though the occupancy of their chapels on the Lord's day has been 
somewhat irregular, they have performed much and perhaps more effective mis
sionary labor in visiting the people at their homes, and preaching to them the 
word of salvation. Nor have they confined their ministrations to the city. In 
several instances exposing themselves to the belhgerent parties without the city, 
they have visited the adjacent towns and villages. In these towns, mingling freely 
with the population, and proclaiming the gospel without restraint, they have been 
cheered with the confident expectation of seeing the beneficial results of their labors. 

Says one of our brethren: " The friendliness and simplicity of the people in 
that section, lead us to hope that the seed we are now sowing will yet bring forth 
a rich harvest of prai se to God. Nor have we confined our efforts to this one spot, 
but have gone into the villages, hamlets and towns round about, distributing 
Christian books, explaining the doctrines to some, arguing with others, and 
persuading all to cast away their idols and bow to Jesus. W e sometimes make 
journeys of three or four days into the interior, by means of the numerous 
canals which intersect the country in every possible direction. On arriving at a 
city or town, we usually make our way into the principal temple, and there, 
standing up before the chief idol, sometimes making a rostrum of the table on 
which his offerings are laid, we tell the multitudes as Paul did the men of Athens, 
that God who made the world and all things therein, seeing he is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands, neither is worshipped with 
man's hands as though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things; that he is not like unto gold, or silver, or stone, or wood, graven by 
art and man's device ; neither such as they conceive their gods to be—full of 
cruelty and fury, but a God of infinite power, infinite wisdom, and infinite love. 
Wherever we go the people are friendly and polite, but deplorably ignorant, not 
only of the true religion, but also of the condition of Adam's race, except their 
own immediate neighborhood. In the towns there is an eager demand for our 
books; but a large proportion of the country people can't read/' 

During the progress of the war, our brethren have been compelled to leave their 
homes in the city, and to place themselves in contiguity to the foreign residents for 
protection. They have found safe and comfortable quarters among the other 
missionaries, and by them have been kindly treated. Thanks are specially due to 
our Heavenly Father for the kind interposition he has shown on their behalf, in 
warding off the dangers of their position, and securing for them so many 
considerate friends, who have received them into their houses. 

It is a most pleasing fact in connection with our movements in Shanghai, that 
idolatry is maintaining a diminished hold on the affections of the people. They 
are beginning readily to part with their images, confessing that little confidence 
can be exercised in their power to save. " The fact is," says Brother Cabaniss, 
" they see so plainly the utter inability of these images to help them in this their 
time of need, that many of them are concluding the spirits have forsaken the 
gods. W h e n this takes place, they assure me the god is then useless. This much 
I know: previous to the war, it was a difficult matter to get an image that had 
been worshipped, even though you were willing to pay a high price for it. N o w they are for sale at nearly every curiosity shop along the streets, and can be bought for a trifle. 
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" Gods, as large as men, who but a year ago were adored by thousands, now 
occupy the place of doorkeepers in the houses of wealthy foreign merchants." 

In another place, he says: 
" Some of the Chinese say they have given up idolatry, and profess a wish to 

embrace the Ta-soo doctrine, as they term it; but we have no evidence that they 
are converted. This, however, places them in a more favorable position to be 
taught, and we have no doubt these calamities will be overruled for their spiritual 
good." 

In another reference to this subject, Brother Cabaniss remarks: 
" Some of the Chinese seem disposed to look for a higher source of happiness; 

and one of them, Sister Crawford's school teacher in the city, we have good reason 
to believe, has found the pearl of great price. H e is a very sober minded 
intelligent man, and it was really cheering to hear him tell his experience, 
his struggles with heathenism, his efforts to make himself better, his doubts, his 
fears, but his final triumph in an old fashion conversion by the Holy Chost. God 
grant that this m a y be the beginning of a general outpouring of his Spirit here. 
W e missionaries need it as well as the Chinese." 

Mr. Crawford observes: 
" Some twelve or more profess to pray regularly night and morning. Some time 

ago Mrs. Crawford asked one what she said when she prayed, and she replied that 
she knelt down, put her hands together like she saw m e do, and said, ' True God, 
Jesus, Holy Spirit.' 0, how feeble are the rays of light that first dawn on a 
heathen mind. One old m a n w h o m m y teacher has twice brought to me, 
and had conversation on the subject of the Christian religion, has manifested 
considerable interest, and has promised to come to-morrow to hear m e preach. I 
do pray he may come with a heart open to the truth; but we shall see." 

The Board have reason to be thankful for that abundant blessing bestowed upon 
this station, in the general preservation of the health of our missionaries, during 
the past year. The only exception is found in the case of Brother Pearcy and his 
estimable wife. Such has been the precarious condition of their health, that in 
accordance with the advice of their physicians, and numerous friends on the field, 
as well as the assent of the Board, they have deemed it their duty to return to 
this country. It is due to Brother Pearcy, who has been absent nine years in the 
field, to say, that if his own comfort only had been sacrificed by remaining in 
Shanghai, he might have declined to return. This he did a few years since, when 
worn down by disease, the Board expressed their willingness that he should 
temporarily return; but now, both he and his companion being in danger of losing 
their lives without a sea voyage, they reluctantly submit to the necessity. They 
reached this country on the 23rd ultimo. Brother Pearcy, in reference to this 
question, thus writes: 
" I intimated in m y last, that in consequence of the long continued feeble and 

still declining health of m y wife, and of the uncertain state of m y own health, we 
had been advised by our physician and by many here, to take a passage to the 
States as the best and only means practicable, so far as we can judge, of preventing 
her becoming for life an invalid, and of restoring her to health. Having well con
sidered the matter, we conclude it is our duty to go, and are now preparing for the 
passage. I find it a greater sacrifice to leave m y field of labor than I did m y native 
land, though I had and still have strong attachments for m y country and m y 
friends. W h e n we came out, neither of us calculated on ever returning home, but 
desired, if it might be the will of God, to spend our days in making known the 
gospel to the Chinese, a,nd to die in the field. As it seems to be our duty to re
turnee shall go cheerfully, hoping it may please God so to restore our health, that in 
a year or two we may again come to our work. His will be done. It has been 
almost nine years since I received m y appointment as missionary to China, and 
nearly eight years since we arrived in Canton. Nearly all the American missiona
ries' that were then in the field, have either died or been compelled to return home 
in quest of health. You have doubtless observed, that other missions have suffered 
in this way quite as much as our own." 

The most encouraging fact connected with our Shanghai mission is found in the 
increasing interest of the people in spiritual things. In different directions our brethren have preached the word of the Lord without hindrance. " There is," writes 
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one of our brethren, " no doubt that idolatry is receiving a severe shock, even from 
the contentions of its own votaries. Here at Shanghai, we have considerable en
couragement to labor on, though we deem it not prudent to specify individual 
cases, fearing we may be deceived." 

Brother Crawford observes : " Mrs. Crawford went with m e into the city yester
day. W e spent nearly the whole day, and had quite an interesting time. The 
teacher is now reading Paul's Epistles, and says he has gained much light and 
strength, and that he now sees, without a d©ubt, that the God of the Bible is in
deed ' a loving God.' Another woman manifests much interest, and says that she 
has some evidence that her sins are forgiven, and she has felt quite happy recently. 
W e will see by waiting and probing. 

"The old man alluded to above, came sure enough. He is 66 years of age, a 
tall, robust, intelligent and dignified looking man. He walked about one mile, and 
seemed deeply interested and excited on the subject; said that he had not long to 
live, and said that he had desired to get happiness for his few remaining days, and 
to be saved in heaven when he died. He seated himself, and with the apparent 
humility of a child, said, ' Teach m e the way.' His whole manner deeply interested 
me, and I trust he is one w h o m God will bring in. His name is Kay. He was a 
merchant in times of peace, but his shop is now broken up. 0, help us pray for 
these poor feeble ones." 
CANTON MISSION. 

MISSIONAEIES.—Rev. C. W. Gaillard and wife. NATIVE EVANGELIST.—Yong 

Seen Sang. 
The condition of affairs at this station has changed not very materially since the 

last annual meeting. Only one missionary and his wife still occupy this station. 
The brother now laboring there, sailed from this country in May last, arriving at 
his station in 108 days. He has begun the acquisition of the language with dili
gence, and hopes to be able in due time, to communicate to the Chinese in their 
own language the wonderful works of God. In the meantime Bro. B. W . Whil
den, who was stationed at Canton, has deemed it his duty to return to this country, 
in consequence of the partial blindness of his wife. He arrived in N e w York the 
latter part of March, not having waited to receive a special sanction of the Board. 
H e reports, that while regarding the circumstances of the case, as pressing him to 
leave the field, he considers it as inviting earnest attention of the Christian mis
sionary. With reference to his specific work for the year, he remarks: 

"Services have been held during the year at Lune-heng-kai Chapel and at Tai Le 
Chapel. 

" The first is situated a little above the foreign factories. The second about two 
miles. 

" Congregations have been good, and attention has been encouraging. 
" Yong Seen Sang, with only a few exceptions, has preached daily at Lune-heng-

kai Chapel, and during a-part ol the year has preached every other day at 
Tai Le. 

" A school has been established since the last of July near Tai Le Chapel. The 
number of pupils has averaged about twenty. The pupils receive religious instruc
tion at the school, and attend the services of the chapel. 

" The mission have prepared during the year the following: 
" Extracts from the N e w Testament, recording some of the principal events in the 

life of Christ—spoken style. 
"Extracts from the N e w Testament, & c — b o o k style. 
" Catechism (revised edition) on Genesis, for the school. 
" Murder of Abel by Cain, a tract for children. This contains a picture. 
" Portions of the Scripture and tracts have been distributed wherever it has been 

thought this could be judiciously done. At the close of every service at the chapels 
books are circulated. That our tracts are attentively read there can be no doubt. 
They are willingly received, and it is seldom one is refused." 

The influence of Yong Seen Sang, the native evangelist at this station, seems to 
have been salutary. H e has regularly employed his time in preaching the gospel 
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to his countrymen and in the distribution of religious books. Brother Whilden thus 
refers to his labors: 

" The most of the public speaking falls upon Yong Seen Sang. The congregations, 
both at Tai Le and Lune-heng-kai, are very good. The following have been re
cently some of his subjects : ' The creation,' ' The Sabbath,' ' Garden of Eden,' 
' Creation of Woman,' ' Fall of Man,' ' Birth of Christ,' ' Love of God in the gift of 
his Son,' and ' Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus.' 

" It was With much pleasure that I noticed that when he preached from the ' Cre
ation of the World,' that before he concluded he pointed his congregation to Christ 
as a Saviour. 

" I take one public service every Sunday alone; but whenever Yong Seen Sang is 
with m e at Tai Le, at 9 o'clock, or when I accompany him to Lune-heng-kai, at 11 
o'clock, I generally open his services with remarks, and make remarks also when 
he concludes. These remarks are generally about the same on all occasions. I ex
plain to the Chinese the object for which I left America, tell them the kind of Being 
we worship, &c. There is likewise much similarity, on account of numerous en
gagements at present, and for other reasons, in the remaxks I make when I take a 
service alone. I use, alternately, addresses containing within them thoughts on 
some of the following subjects: ' Obedience to God/ ' M a n unhappy on account of 
sin,' ' Christ the great Physician,' 'Holiness,' ' Impossibility of Sin's entering Heaven,' 
' Jesus a Saviour for all men,' and ' Repentance.'" 

The practice of singing in the regular services of the place of worship, has been 
observed, in reference to which our missionary observes: 
" M y usual method of calling in the congregation, is by singing. It forms a part 

of the worship, and is a pleasant method of collecting the people. The invitation 
card is placed where it can be seen. I then begin to sing, and soon have an en
couraging congregation. As the Chinese do not join in the singing, I began about 
a month since to think what course I had better adopt, in order that the singing 
might not be altogether an unmeaning service to them. I was not in the habit of 
putting h y m n books on the benches. There is a danger that some, perhaps all, 
would be carried away, and even if there was not this danger, yet, as I have before 
remarked, I have thought it best that the Chinese should not have anything like 
books before them. W e cannot expect at once to repress their curiosity to examine 
everything that is tbe production of foreigners, and very probably they would be 
turning over the leaves of the hymn books during the time of service. 
" I therefore have adopted this plan: I have had some light wooden frames made, 

(something like window sashes) and white paper pasted on each side. On each 
side, on this white paper, a hymn is written, in characters large enough to be seen 
by all the congregation. W h e n the singing is about to commence, the frame is 
placed in front of the pulpit. Thus, though the Chinese cannot join in singing, 
on account of ignorance of our tunes, yet they can follow us as we repeat the words, 
and know what we are singing. I would here remark that in our singing, the 
tones of Chinese words cannot be measured. But if the Chinese see the characters 
they will of course know by these the sentiments contained in the h y m n that is 
sung. 

"As yet I have but four hymns written out on cards, but expect to have more. 
Sometimes the curiosity of a Chinese will induce him to come and stand up near 
the card and look on it, but as soon as I tell him that he will prevent the rest from 
seeing, if he does so, he will see the impropriety of it, and change his position. If 
the seats are not all filled, perhaps he will sit down." 
The manner in which our missionary has been engaged in his regular ministra

tions, may be gathered from the report of one Lord's day labors, as furnished by 
him : 
"Sabbath morning, Zlst May.—Have made a beginning to-day of what I have 

long wished—that is, to have four services on the Sabbath in connection with our 
mission. 
"At 11 o'clock was at Hanm-hah-lahn chapel—and at the same hour Yong was at 

Lune-heng-kai. 
"At half-past 2 o'clock was at Lune-heng-kai, and at the same hour Yong was at 

Hahm-hah-lahn. " M y congregation iu the morning numbered over twenty. The attention was 
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pretty good. In the afternoon the congregation was quite large. M y teacher sup
poses that there were seventy in the house. The chapel was crowded and the 
attention was very good. Though I have often addressed the Chinese before 
to-day, yet to-day is the first time that I formally announced m y subject. M y text 
(at both chapels) was Mark xvi. 15: 'Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.' I alluded to the fact of the world's need of the gospel 
and of the gospel's being adapted to relieve the wants of the world. 

" Catechised the children of both schools. The progress of those at Hahm-hah-
lahn rather slow. The children of the school at Lune-heng-kai, however, are pro
gressing very well—those who have been the longest at school having to-day fin
ished the catechism on Genesis. 

" Tuesday afternoon, 23d May, and Wednesday afternoon, 24th May, distributed 
among the passengers of ferry boats, in these two days, more than seven hundred 
tracts. 

"Sunday morning, 28th May, at Lune-heng-kai, 11 o'clock, congregation during 
the first part of m y address, good ; but at the close I had but few whose attention 
was good. The singing of the last h y m n brought a great many in, to w h o m I 
made remarks, to which good attention was given. Yong reports a small congre
gation at Hahm-hah-lahn. 

" \ past 2 o'clock.—Preached at Hahm-hah-lahn from the morning's text: 'Thisis 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil'—at the close, telling the congregation that 
they could not after this say that no one had told them of God or Jesus, of heaven 
and of hell, for I had told them of these things. The congregation was small, but 
attentive. Many came in, however, towards the close of the services. 

" The schools at Hahm-hah-lahn are improving. 
" In going from the chapel to the boat, distributed between fifty and one hundred 

tracts. 
" Yong reports about twenty at Lune-heng-kai, and good attention." 
Our Brother Gaillard seems deeply impressed with the magnitude of tbe interests 

confided to him, and strong hopes are entertained that he will be eminently useful 
in the great city of Canton. He says : 

" Bro. B. W . Whilden and lady, (our co-laborers,) are preparing to return to 
America, and will start in a few weeks. I will then be alone, (the only male mis
sionary of Baptist persuasion,) without a knowledge of the language. H o w much 
can be accomplished under such circumstances ? When, without great effort, ' will 
the heathen be given to Christ for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth fr>r his possession ?' W h e n as much has been done for the spread of the 
gospel in China, as has been, and is still doing to affect the opium trafic, then will 
thousands of hearts and voices be raised in songs of praise to Him who died to re
deem a lost world. Oh! brethren when shall that blessed day dawn on this dark 
land?" 

The Board have recently appointed Rev. Rosewell H. Graves of Baltimore, to 
join the station at Canton, and should the means at their control permit, he will sail 
as early as practicable after the 1st of July. 
AFRICA.—YORUBAN MISSION. 
This mission still occupies, in the estimation of the Board, a high place. They 
cannot but regard it as promising an abundant harvest, if it shall be vigorously 
cultivated. The immense number of towns and cities in Central Africa, the supe
riority of the people over those on the coast, their habits and customs, their reli
gious views, their accessibility; all contribute to render it a field worthy of the 
continued and earnest attention of our churches. It is a position, not indeed with
out its peculiar difficulties, nor can we expect these difficulties will be overcome 
without much toil and sacrifice. This field seemed to have been pointed to us as 
by the special finger of Providence, and having entered it, we shall hope to prose
cute our work there, until it shall be made to bud and blossom as the rose. 

Since the last annual meeting, an event of the most afflictive character has oc
curred in the death of our devoted brother, the Rev. J. S. Dennard. He had en
tered upon his work in that dark land with the intrepidity and faith of one who 
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counted not his own life dear unto himself. H e longed to minister to the tribes of 
Yoruba in spiritual things, and in order to do this he left the home of his youth, 
being willing to suffer the loss of all things. H e was followed by the sympathies 
and prayers of thousands, and the strong hope was entertained that he might be 
permitted to see his cherished wishes gratified in the conversion of many under his 
ministry. But God had otherwise determined. Very soon after the death of his 
companion, and while his lacerated heart was yet bleeding with the separating 
stroke, he was himself called away from his work on earth, to enter upon the rest 
of heaven. This event occurred on the 17th of June, 1854. That he was emi
nently qualified for his position, appeared from all his history before he entered our 
service, and from his communications written after his entrance upon the mission 
field. H o w strongly he felt for Africa, and how largely he calculated on her ulti
mate salvation from the thraldom of sin, is evinced in letters written a little before 
his death. 

After the death of his associate, Brother Bowen was, with his eminently devoted 
wife, left alone in the field. But in December last he was joined by Rev. W . H. 
Clark of Georgia, who had been sent to their aid. These laborers are now located 
at Ijaye, a city containing a population of 35,000, and situated about 150 miles 
from the coast. For several months serious inconveniences were suffered in the 
difficulty of securing supplies. But the arrangements which the Board have been 
able to make, are so complete, as to warrant the hope that these obstacles have 
been removed, and that all needful supplies will be furnished with but little 
delay. 

Our brethren in Ijaye, are pleading most earnestly for an accession to their num
ber. The Board have not dared, with their present resources, to carry out their 
own wishes, or fulfil the expectations of the brethren in the field. They did hope 
ere this to have at least six men effectively employed there. But thus far, only 
two additional appointments have been made. Rev. A. D. Phillips of Georgia, and 
Rev. S. Y. Trimble of Kentucky, having volunteered their services, have been ac
cepted. It was the wish of the Board to send them out during the present month, 
the earliest favorable opportunity, but in consequence of some incompleted arrange
ment of one of the brethren, their departure will be deferred until October. The 
Board are not without hope that such an impulse will be given to our foreign de
partment during this meeting of the Convention, as to place it in their power to 
answer the call which came from the dying Dennard, and is now repeated by 
Bowen and Clark. Said our Bro. Dennard, " I have expressed the opinion, that if 
you have a mission in this country, you must have a strong one. If you cannot 
have such an one, you had better have none, and direct your energies and means to 
Liberia. In the same letter I informed you what the Church Missionary Society 
in England were doing here. They are constantly receiving reinforcements and 
building new stations. They have in this country now, eight white missionaries, 
four of them with wives, three or four native preachers, and a number of native 
catechists, assistants, teachers, &c. Some of their missionaries are talented, expe
rienced men, having been many years in Africa, and are prosecuting their work 
with great zeal and energy. Their object is the same as yours—to get to the inte
rior—and they are going in the same direction, and occupying all the important 
towns. Their policy is to keep up a regular line of connection with the coast, and 
it is the only wise policy. Unless you send us a large reinforcement of men and 
money, instead of going ahead of them or keeping pace with them, we must be 
content to follow behind." 

It will be seen that our lamented brother's last words were expressive of the 
deep conviction which settled upon his mind, that an immediate as well as a large 
reinforcement was needed. "Serd us," said he, "this year, as many single men 
as you can get to come, and three or four house carpenters, (colored men.) These 
single men can remain here four or five years, and then go home and get married 
if they wish. By next year you can send us as many married men as you can get 
to come. If I live, by that time I will have one or two comfortable houses com
pleted." 

Hear what the devoted Bowen says : 
" In m y street preaching, interesting little incidents are quite common. Some 

of m y hearers defend their religion with no mean degree of ingenuity. I have been 
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told by some that their faith, no less than m y own, is founded on evidence, and 
thus I a m driven into a species of argument which one would scarcely think neces
sary in Africa. Others tell me that they, no less than myself, believe in one sove
reign God. They also know that idols have no power of their own, yet they affirm 
that their idols are mediators between them and God, and were divinely for that 
purpose. Their sacrifices are not made to God, but to these idols, most of w h o m 
are dead men, though no one knows how long ago t^ey lived. This system of 
idolatry has a powerful hold on the feelings of the people, yet I think that the 
genuine idolator is more accessible to the gospel than the stupid being whose reli
gious notions ascend no higher than to a fetish or mysterious charm. I have met 
not a few who appeared to perceive that Christ is a better mediator than their 
idols. Oue woman, a few days ago, after listening with wrapt attention, exclaimed, 
' I will go home aud throw away all m y idols.' I believe that feelings of this kind 
are not unusual, yet they wear off, or if they remain, there is such a tyranny of 
public opinion here that few can rebel against it. Last week a m a n whipped his 
son, as 1 was informed, for coming to be instructed. I reproved him promptly for 
his conduct, and his son has resumed his visits. His wife also came several times 
last week, and I have sent a kind invitation to him to come also. 
" M y hands are more than full. Half a dozen missionaries could find ample, and 

I think, useful employment in this town alone, and there are many others ready to 
receive us. M a y the Lord send us help." 

The same testimony is borne by Bro. Clark. He says: " Though I do it with 
diffidence, and a knowledge of m y inability to give advice, to be acted on without 
a concurrent sentiment from others, yet I would say, let us not tarry, neither act 
with a spirit of lethargy. The field, depend on it, is an ample and interesting one, 
and there is but one difficulty to sending out as many as you may secure for 1855 ; 
that is, room to store them away. But, as an answer to that objection, I think pre
paration may be made in due time ; send them on as fast as you get them." 

As illustrative of the need of more men, Bro. Clark, writing from Lagos, re
marks : 
" It may appear a little strange to you that I should be at this place. But m y 

brother, you have no idea of our trouble and embarrassments in the prosecution of 
our labors. Agents we have, it is true, but you must recollect they are of an Afri
can stamp, slow, careless, and negligent; and this is not the first time that one of 
us has been necessitated to leave home, that our building operations might be car
ried on. W h e n I left Ijaye our cowries were nearly exhausted, though we had a 
good supply sixty miles distant, at Abbeokuta. Our foundation wall had been laid, 
and must we stop"? Under the circumstances, it being necessary for Bro. Bowen 
to superintend the buildings, I soon determined to make a visit to Abbeokuta, and 
if necessary to Lagos, to settle our unfinished business, and I a m now happy to 
state our affairs begin to assume a straightforward appearance. These labors, how
ever, have not been attended without some risk. For the last week I have been 
rather enfeebled by slight fever, followed by a short attack of dysentery, all, I sup
pose, induced by own imprudence. I a m now, however, tolerably well, and expect 
to leave in the morning for Abbeokuta. I have generally acted in accordance with 
your good and kind advice, insisted on so pressingly by Bro. Taylor;. and as a con
sequence, have enjoyed health, indeed, better than I could have reasonably 
expected. 
" For the three months just passed, I have made considerable proficiency in the 

language, but of late have been no little impeded by this hasty tour. I have read 
nearly through Matthew, and can talk something intelligibly about the Cross. One 
great difficulty with a learner, is in securing a good interpreter, without whom, he 
may learn and unlearn much to his disadvantage." 

In the earnest pleadings of our brethren for an increase, they are not speaking 
without sound reasons. They seem to be in the midst of a people prepared of the 
Lord to receive the gospel. Bro. Bowen, laboring with his own hands, has erected 
in Ijaye, a house of worship, twenty feet by thirty, and is sometimes himself 
preaching twenty times a week. " M y feeble labors," he says, " among the millions 
of Africa, appear like a drop of water on the sands of the desert. M a y the Lord 
make them like a spark among dry stubble. The men of Ijaye are so numerous 7 
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that men do not know the faces of their neighbors." A Sunday school had been 
commenced, and in reference to it, Bro. Bowen remarks: 
'• W h e n we first began a little Sunday school we had but very few attendants. 

To-day we had neither room, books, nor teachers sufficient for the learners. One 
of the men who was here yesterday, when I preached to tbe chief and his com
pany, was present with some of his wives and children. He said that his sons 
should not excel him, and sat down to learn his letters among tbe rest. At 11, J 
preached, and as usual, did not spare idols. If a stranger had been present, he 
would probably have supposed from the countenances of some, that they were al
ready Christians. In the afternoon we had school and preaching again. Both 
adults and children repeat the ten commandments, including those against idolatry, 
without hesitation. W h e n they finish these, I wish to teach them a number ol 
short sentences, setting forth the essential outlines of the gospel. I am in great 
need of help, and of funds to build a chapel. Surely the brethren will not leave 
all the joys of missionary work in this land to Bro. Dennard and roe." 

At another time he remarks : " This has been a good not to say a glorious day. 
The attendants on the Sunday school are so numerous, that each of our few teachers 
is thronged by a press of adults and children, and yet all cannot get near enough 
to learn. They listened to the gospel with deep attention, and the countenances of 
some indicate not only interest but emotion. I have felt to-day as I sometimes 
have at home just before revivals." 

Again he remarks : " Some learned Mahomedans, with several others came to 
converse with me. W e had a long discussion and they promised to return. The 
heathens always side with the gospel. W e sometimes have stirring times here. If 
the brethren at home could witness them, I suppose it would arouse the hearts of 
thousands and send us plenty of help in spite of dreaded fevers. To us it is given 
not only to believe in Jesus, but to suffer for his name," Phil. i. 29. 

Referring to a chief who had before protected and favored him, Brother Bowen 
says: " M y old friend and benefactor, Bioker, continues to beg for missionaries, 
but we are not able to supply him. The whole country is open to us; and these 
are not a dead-hearted people, who will hear you with silent indifference. They 
will argue with you, against you, and for you. I do not have to go out and hunt 
them up. They come to m e in such numbers that I am sometimes obliged to neg
lect them in order to prosecute m y only study, which is the Yoruba language. 
Three days ago I had to put off an old man, who is a Mahomedan, with a few 
words. Yesterday he returned at the appointed time, and heard m e patiently till 
I had explained the leading truths of the gospel. To-day a very interesting look
ing child, about 12 years old, met m e when passing through the piazza, who looked 
as if she desired to say something, but I was busy, as I always am, and passed on. 
Some time after, when studying and talking to two or three men, at intervals, I 
saw her standing at the window. On asking what she wanted, she told m e that 
she had come to hear the word of God. I laid down m y books and preached to 
the poor little girl." 

The impressions of Brother Clark are equally strong. He says: " I have preached 
considerably in the streets to the people of Ijaye, many of whom, under all the cir
cumstances, paid remarkable attention. Some of the crowds manifested an interest 
that you seldom witness in our American congregations. In a word, it is a still 
under-current, that in some future day, under the blessing of God, will burst forth 
over the whole city. I have never yet been unkindly received or treated by a sin
gle crowd. Though the people are idolaters of some kind, orisha, thunder, or heat 
worshippers, they are not bigoted, will acknowledge your message is kind and good, 
and sometimes express the belief that the people will, by-and-'by, 'little by little,' 
believe the word. They will argue and urge objections, but seldom are they of a 
nature but may be easily answered or refuted. From m y short acquaintance, I 
think them quite a hopeful people, and I feel somewhat prepared to answer Bro. 
Taylor's inquiry with regard to sending out missionaries." 

Already have our brethren begun to rejoice in the tokens of God's blessing upon 
their work. The first fruits have been gathered in the conversion of two of the 
Yorubans. 
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LIBERIAN MISSIONS. 

Thus far the work of the Board within the limits of Liberia has been attended 
with signal success. This prosperity has continued from year to year and now it 
as our privilege to report a more than ordinary manifestation of the Divine regard. 
This field, extending along the western coast of Africa for nearly five hundred 
miles, furnishes the-largest opportunity of diffusing the influence of the gospel. 
Referring to it, our Brother Clark, when passing on the way to his field in 
Yoiub ., rauarks: 

"I am much pleased with tbe country, as far as m y observations have extended. 
In point of luxuriance, fertility and beauty, but few if any countries surpass this 
dark land. Nature seems to have lavished here her gifts in rich profusion. 
That which renders this country dark and undesirable, and eclipses the beauties 
•of nature, is the awful debased state of this poor benighted people. It would 
ibe difficult for me, with my limited knowledge of the country and inhabitants, to 
present a faithful account of the state of things as existing; and, therefore, shall 
/not attempt it now. 0 ! to see a land like this, whose scenery is one unchanging 
;green, lying in the depth of moral darkness, is enough to draw forth our tenderest 
•pity, and exrite every power within us. M y brother, if you wish to be useful in 
gathering many sheaves into the granary of the Lord, come here. Come 
to a land where arms are outstretched to receive you. Leave the land most 
blest of heaven, and come to a region only dark because there is no gospel 
slight. Having been here but a short time, pf course m y knowledge of the 
general character and disposition of the natives is very limited, but so far 
;as I can judge, they are extremely kin 1 and hospitable. On one occasion, 
I visited one of tbe kings. I told him I was desirous of speaking to his 
people on the subject of the Christian religion. He heartily granted m y 
request, and had a large audience assembled to hear me. I don't think I 
ever addressed a more interesting audience. While I was speaking to them 
of Jesus, they paid the profoundest attention. The field seems to be already 
white for the harvest. I feel more willing to enter it as a laborer now, than 
at any past time of m y life," 

Our brethren who labor for us in the various departments, are all colored 
men, and have been lor the most part, diligently employed in the discharge 
of their various duties. As the Convention will desire a more particular report 
of these labors, we herewith furnish a statement of the condition of things, at 
each station, beginning with 

MILLSBURG. 

Rev. Mr. White, missionary. This is the highest point on the St. Paul's 
river, about twenty-five miles from Monrovia. The church is increasing 
in efficiency and numbers. Two licensed preachers are connected with 
the church, who are engaged as far as their circumstances will permit, 
in endeavors to spread the gospel. The school is exerting a good influence 
on the natives, as ready access to several most interesting tribes is furnished. 
These tribes beholding the superior intelligence of those who come from Christian 
lands, are seeking information on spiritual things. "Ask a native king," says 
Brother Clark, who visited the town, "if he wishes you to bring him Cod palaver, 
[talk] to his town, and he will immediately answer, 'Yes.' Here a native school 
might easily be established. It is astonishing that so little has been done for this 
interesting people." 

Our missionary writes that " the church is in a prosperous condition, and every 
thing appears to be progressive. I converse frequently with the natives around 
us, and they appear to be anxious to hear the words of the Saviour explained to 
them. I think if there were more preaching among them, great good might result." 
During the year eleven have been baptized. 

CALDWELL. 

J. T. Richardson, missionary. The settlement at Caldwell is more thinly 
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settled than Millsburg. The church though small is receiving additions, and 
otherwise improving. 
Baptisms during the year ; four. 

LOUISIANA. 

The church at Louisiana is increasing in influence and numbers. The Sabbath 
school is exerting a good influence ; a day school is also desired. The settlement, 
however, is not densely populated. Five baptisms during the year. 

CLAY ASHLAND. 

Missionary, J. T. Richardson. This is a new town, but bidding fair to 
become one of the most influential on the St Paul's river. It is the growth of 
the last two years. The church have a new, neat house of worship, erected at the 
expense of the members. A flourishing day school with forty-two scholars is in 
progress under our direction. Our missionary refers to a most pleasant season of 
religious interest, in which he says the Lord '• gave energy to his word in a manner 
such as had not been witnessed there before." " This," be continues, " is a most 
inviting field for missionary operations; we have free access to the heathen, and 
they are saying ' bring God palaver to our towns; take our children into your 
schools and teach them God's book.'" 
Bro. Clark, on his way to Yoruba, thus describes a scene in which he was 

permitted to mingle, at this station: " It was my pleasure to be present on the 
Sabbath, at Clay Ashland, and preach the opening sermon of the nice framed 
house, just built by the industry and at the expense of the prosperous and zealous 
little church. It was filled to overflowing, and numbers without could not enter. 
After preaching, I enjoyed the privilege of baptizing, before a large and interesting 
congregation, four youthful converts, who, as they rose from the water, came up 
straightway, singing praise unto God. Ah, my brother, it is not often we witness 
just such scenes in our favored land. See the noble stream—the waters troubled— 
the wilderness around—the gazing, admiring multitude lining the elevated banks,— 
then those precious youths descending the stream—buried—rising from the grave, 
shouting, praising God,-—then hear those strains of music, as they rise to join in 
song the chorus of the skies,—then behold a day, bright aud beaut ful, one 
perhaps that months before had not seen, when the sun seemed to come forth to 
adorn the scene and honor the occasion,—at last, let your eyes, by faith, rise 
higher to the courts above, and there see angels, seraphs and Christians, gazing 
with delight upon the rapidly passing view—and you may have an idea of what 
"transpired in the wilderness of dark, benighted Africa, on the banks of the St 
Paul, Lord's day, about 1 o'clock, July 30th, 1854. But tbe day closed not with 
this scene: W e returned to the church, and there, after preaching by Brother 
Richardson, sitting around the table of the Lord, partook the emblems of his 
broken body and shed blood. Thus closed the religious exercises of this interesting 
Sabbath, one, I have reason to believe, which will exert a favorable inflv ence upon 
our cause. 
During the year fine have been baptized. 

NEW VIRGINIA. 
Missionary, Joseph M. Harden. This is justly regarded as a most interesting 
position. The church is in a good condition, and the school one of the most 
thriving on the river, having about fifty scholars. The church needs much a 
substantial house of worship. Bro. Harden has been faithfully engaged in his 
work, but his feeble health has sometimes interfered with it. "When I look 
around me," he remarks, " and see the multitudes on their way down to death, I 
can fully adopt the language of the prophet and say: ' Oh, that my head were 
waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night over 
the slain of the daughter of m y people.' I have an increasing pleasure in 
declaring the unsearchable ricnes of Christ, and could wish the faith of Stephen, 
the love of Paul, the boldness of Peter, and eloquence of Apollo, that I might be 
much more prepared to speak the word." 

Seven baptisms, 
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N E W GEORGIA. 

Missionary, Joseph M. Harden. New Georgia is situated on Stockton creek, 
a few miles above Monrovia. This church is composed mostly of converted 
natives. There is also a large and flourishing day and Sunday school here. A 
most interesting season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord has been 
enjoyed. " At one time," says our missionary, " Brother Richardson baptized 
thirteen candidates, which are said to be partly the fruit of m y labors. It was a 
glorious scene. M y heart rejoiced with joy inexpressible, when I saw m y beloved 
brother baptizing those whom God had given me. I thought how true the 
Saviour's words, ' One soweth and another reapeth.' On that Sabbath there were 
eight enquiring souls." All the above named persons baptized were natives but 
two. Our Bro. Clark, in visiting this station, remarks: '• I saw, at this place, a 
little native boy, about twelve years of age and a member of the church, who, in 
religious matters, is quite a prodigy. His correct and judicious answers to my 
questions, struck me with perfect astonishment. To hear him talk, you would 
almost forget you were in Africa. Let us not, then, become discouraged. Sow 
beside all waters, even in the morning, and withhold not our hand iii th.3 evening, 
for we know not which shall prosper, this or that." 

One baptized during the year, and since the last Convention, fourteen. 
NEW KENTUCKY. 

Here a new church has been formed. Says our missionary, Brother Richardson : 
" The members at Kentucky, to which I referred in my last, have been constituted 
into a church, with, I believe, thirty or more in number ; and some forty or fifty 
children are found in the settlement. Brethren Davis, Roberts, Cheeseman and 
myself attended to the constitution of that church and the ordaining of three 
deacons." 

MONROVIA. 

Missionary, Rev. John Day. During the last year Brother John Day, at 
the request of the Board, removed from Bexley, in Bassa county, to this place 
Before he entered upon his new field, the station was occupied partially by Brother 
Richardson, whose labors seem to have been much blessed. At one time he was 
permitted to baptize six persons, and shortly after in addition, twenty-one were 
buried with Christ in baptism. 

Brother Richardson, who labored at this station a few months before the removal 
of the present occupant, thus alludes to these events: 

" Since m y last we have witnessed a powerful revival in our midst—say at 
Monrovia and the various settlements on the St. Paul's. The third union meeting 
of our churches in this county was held with Prov. Bap. Church at Monrovia on the 
third Friday in September, at which time and place the Lord in a wonderful 
manner visited us with the downpourings of his Holy Spirit, giving life and 
energy to the preached word, and cheering the hearts of his dear children, and 
causing them to rejoice with full confidence of the glory that shall be revealed in 
them, at the same time opening the eyes of poor sinners, letting them see their 
true condition. The second Lord's day in October, I was called to baptize for that 
church, when six persons were buried with their Lord by baptism. In two weeks 
from that day I was again called to perform the like duty, when twenty-one 
persons more were baptized." 

The church is large and flourishing. A day school of forty pupils is under our 
control. Brother Day is greatly encouraged in the view that opens before him. 
" There never has been," he writes, " since my connection with the mission a 
brighter prospect. For one hundred miles each way from Monrovia, Liberian 
prowess gives sufficient security and protection to the missionary. Education and 
Christianity are appreciated among the natives. If men of good moral character, 
enlarged minds, good common sense, and warm hearts, well acquainted with 
human nature, could be sent among them, glorious results might be expected." 

Since the last minutes were printed, thirty-one baptisms. 
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KROOTOWN. 

" Since I have resided in Monrovia," says Brother Day, " I have been looking 
around to see, as a missionary, how best to employ m y time. I find here a 
Krootown of some sixty or seventy men, besides women and children. I wish 
to preach there, and if so I shall have to build a thatched chapel. I have been 
there frequently and talked with them on the subject. Other missionaries tell me, 
efforts have been made without effect to their benefit. I a m not the least 
discouraged. I shall tell them of the love of God, of a bleeding Saviour, of the 
world of bliss, and of woe. As though God did beseech them by me, I shall pray 
them in Christ's stead to be reconciled to God, and then tell the ground of 
reconciliation." 

GRAND CAPE MOUNT. 

This position, lying on ihe coast above Monrovia, has been for some time 
contemplated by the Board as a position peculiarly inviting. They have been, 
however, unable to procure a suitable missionary to occupy it. Brother Kingdon 
thus refers to it and the circumjacent region: " I have been much gratified by the 
reception given to us by King Sandfish, who reigns over a most extensive district 
north of Grand Cape Mount. After a statement of the gospel and the desire of the 
Southern Baptist Convention to establish missions among the natives, he said he 
understood all, and would take great care of any missionary or teacher sent, would 
give him 200 children to instruct, and do all he could to forward his object. So 
much does he appreciate instruction, that he kept one of his sons at Sierra Leone 
for years to be taught; and this James Sandfish has had a decent education and 
acts well as interpreter. And Chief George Cain, close to Cape Mount, received us 
equally well. W e had other interesting meetings, and wish we could appoint mis
sionaries there at once." 
BASSA COVE. 

Missionary, Rev. A. P. Davis. The indications at this station during the last 
year are highly favorable. Says our missionary: " The church under m y care is 
increasing. Those of the members residing at Fishtown, or Lower Buchanan, 
give m e much more labor than the upper part of the town. Since I last wrote, I 
have baptized seven persons. I have since received several more for baptism. I 
can have as many in school as I can give attention to. I have, however, offered, 
in a public notice, to take ten native children into school from families in the city. 
I agreed to take them from families, because I have no means of sustaining native 
children, and all who take them from the country are obliged to sustain them, and 
then it is difficult sometimes to keep them. But if persons with w h o m they live 
consent to send them, then I shall have only the duty of a teacher to perform." 

Alluding to the condition of things and prospects before him, he observes : " I 
think from the appearance of things that Lower Buchanan, or more properly 
speaking, the Southern Ward, is destined to become the greatest place in the 
county of Grand Bassa ; and m y candid opinion is, that as a society, we should 
take the firmest stand, and set down our premises with the commencement of the 
settlement, or as nearly so as possible." 

Baptisms eight. 
EDINA. 

J. II. Cheeseman, missionary. .Brother Cheeseman has occupied this position 
up to the close of the year 1854. In his report he says : " Tbe schools at Edina 
and Buchanan are very encouraging, and number over eighty children, natives and 
Americans, or Liberians. The natives and Americo Liberians blend freely together, 
which must eventually be productive of much good, especially as native youths, 
when properly treated, become very proud of being able to live after American 
" fash," as they term it. Those who are thus trained, are more susceptible of im
pressions of a rel;gious character. They must be brought near to us, and made to-
feel that we are one. 
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" The Bible class, and adult school in Edina, will, without doubt, be a great bless
ing to the church and community. I teach these classes three afternoons each 
week." 

This interesting field is becoming daily more important, and is destined to yield 
to the weary laborers an abundant harvest. The natives are becoming more in
telligent, and are fast losing confidence in those things to which they have long 
adhered. The work will necessarily progress but slowly at present; but as soon 
as the natives are sufficiently taught the fallacy of their abominable superstitions, 
much may be expected. Baptisms ten. 

BEXLEY. 

Missionary, John Day. This town of three hundred inhabitants has been occu
pied for many years by Brother Day, until his removal to Monrovia since our last 
annual meeting. H e speaks of the influence of the gospel on the natives as most 
happy, and says, " On m y own land is a Christian village of say thirty inhabitants. 
They are a quiet set, who regularly attend divine worship night and morning. To 
see them in their attendance, you would suppose them Christians. They solemnly 
attend the reading of the word, and kneel reverently in prayer. And when at m y 
hou^e, at prayer time, rush in and behave as well as m y own boys. 

It has been the desire of the Board to extend as far as possible the influence of 
gospel truth among the native population. Our missionary at Bexley represents 
the Bassas, occupying the country one hundred and fifty miles coastwise, and 
f eventy-five miles in the interior, as accessible and disposed to hear the word of 
God. He believes they would soon be a Christian community if they could enjoy 
a constant and faithful ministry. It is thought those who speak the Bassa lan
guage number about one hurdred thousand. Brother Day himself preached at one 
time to one thousand Bassas, seventy-five miles in the interior. 

At Bexley twenty-four have been baptized the present year. 
LEXINGTON. 

Israel Mason. J. Strother, teacher. This station, in Sinou county, has enjoyed 
the labors of Brethren R. E. Murray and Israel Mason, and during the past year 
shared in the manifestations of the Lord's power and grace. Brother Murray 
refers in his letters to the influence which seems to be gradually working upon the 
native population as they listen to the truth, aud with seriousness of manner wit
ness the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's supper. " I am convinced, he 
says, that we are gaining ground among them, and that the generation now 
coming up will readily embrace the gospel. The school at this place is making a 
fine impression." 

" The teacher, Jonathan Strother, deserves great credit for the progress of his 
pupils, forty-six in number. He has been for nearly a year giving his time to the 
school, without compensation, with a large family to provide for." 
Our missionary, Brother Murray, remarks: 

" Since m y last, we have had quite an interesting season at Lexington. I bad • 
been at King George's town and Readville holding meetings. From thence I re
turned home on the 25th December; preached at Lexington. The Lord by his Spirit 
appeared among his people; the hearts of sinners were touched, and a goodly num
ber came up to be prayed for. On the 27th I returned to Lexington, and preached 
at night from John, 3d chapter and 19th verse. It was pleasing to perceive that 
the interest was kept up. Brother Israel Mason is quite zealous, aud the Lord 
will, I trust, bless his labor. The next morning I had the pleasure of giving ad
vice and instruction to several persons who appeared to be praying. January 4th 
visited Lexingten. There is still a most pleasing state of things. Light begins to 
dawn on the minds of several persons. January 11th returned to Lexington. 
T w o candidates were received by experience. The Lord opened their hearts to re
ceive the truth. After some slight difficulties with some who opposed, they gave 
over, and we took down to a beautiful little stream, and baptized them (man and 
wife) in the name of the sacred Trinity." 
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GREENVILLE. 

Missionaries, R. E. Murray and J. Roberts. Here the sway of truth is begin
ning to be powerfully felt. The church has increased much. Brother Roberts 
says : 

" Since I have been in Africa, 1 have not shunned to preach the gospel to the 
natives and colonists, regarding the instructions received from you and Brother 
Ball, that 1 should preach at Blubaue with my interpreter, who was baptized by 
me. 1 have led him into that work, thus teaching the natives. I have not turned 
aside from preaching the gospel to deal in ivory, camwood or palm oil. I go to my 
farm about three times a week, and assist my children in planting kassadas, which 
I have chiefly to depend upon for bread, as flour is thirteen dollars a barrel, besides 
the duty ; pork is from twenty-three to twenty-eight, besides the duty. But none 
of these things have hindered me from doing tbe work to which I have been called. 
I have experienced what the Apostle means when he speaks of being in want." 
Baptisms twenty-three. 

FARMERSVILLE, SINOU COUNTY. 

At this place a church was constituted on the 9th of April, with twenty-nine 
members, by our missionaries, Murray and Roberts; four baptisms. 

CAPE PALMAS. 

Missionaries, B. J. Drayton; teachers two. In reference to this station, we may 
report in the language of Brother Drayton : 
" In view of our operations here, I am able to say, thank God, all is well. The 

Lord has been with us to bless, and truly all of us have rejoiced under the influence 
of the Spirit. 
" On the 7th of August I baptized three willing souls, two men and one woman. 

A delightful season it was. Our meetings prior to this were interesting. Be
lievers rejoiced, sinners were convicted and converted, and backsliders reclaimed. 
These seasons a.re not yet over; the house is always crowded, and the Lord is 
walking in the midst ot his people. I am greatly encouraged at the prospects be
fore me. Little did I think that at the end of five years we would have had such 
a hold in this place. The Lord has moved his Almighty arm in our favor, and the 
few are becoming many. We need nothing more now but faithfulness and con
stancy, and the Lord will certainly do the balance. 
" Our native station yet continues, and there are indications of some good being 

done, especially the younger portion. Sometimes we feel sorry to see a lack of at
tention in things pertaining to their spiritual welfare ; but on the other hand we 
cannot expect anything more from them in their rude state. I feel confident that 
by proper energy much good will be accomplished, and that through this, the me
dium of Davis' station, we shall be able to reach the more dense population. 
" The boys, whom we have under our care, attend our Sunday School regularly. 

They are improving. 
" Matters in Liberia generally are quiet and prosperous, and judging from present 

aspect, the state of agriculture is improving." 
At onetime, subsequently, our missionary was permitted to bury with Christ in 

baptism twenty three joyful believers. During the year twenty-eight have been 
baptized. 

SIERRA LEONE MISSION. 
The Board have became satisfied from the representations of Bro. Bowen, as well 
as the statements of our special agents Bro. Kingdon and of Bro. Day of Monrovia, 
that this is one of the most inviting fields on the African coast. They have deter
mined to commence a mission at this point, and have arranged to secure the ser
vices of Rev. Mr. Thompson, a colored ministering brother, residing at Freetown, 
and who earnestly desires to leave his position as first clerk in the government* 
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post-office, that he m a y give himself wholly to the preaching of the gospel. This 
being the place at which re-captives from all parts of the coast and the interior are 
left and placed under scholastic and Christian influences, it will become a mighty 
centre of influence, from which shall sound out the word ot the Lord to all parts of 
the continent. Bro. Day baptized one individual during his stay here, and he re
presents the prospects for building up the cause as most encouraging. 

RECAPITULATION. 

From the survey we have taken, it appears that the Board have three missions, 
twenty stations, forty missionaries and assistants, seventeen schools, with about 
500 scholars, baptized one hundred and sixty-three, including some, of which pre
vious reports had not been received. 

God hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. To H i m be all the 
glory. 

ENLARGEMENT. 

Shall the Board be authorized to increase the number of their missionaries in the 
foreign field ? This is a question of lively interest, and one to which the Conven
tion cannot be indifferent. W e have scarcely a mission station which might not 
properly be reinforced, and the Board do not hesitate to aver that if our forces in 
China and Africa were at once doubled, it would be only what seems to be a small 
increase compared with the immediate and pressing demand which now exists. 
W h a t will the Convention say to this claim ? H o w will the churches respond to 
it ? All that has been hitherto done, may properly be regarded as preparatory 
work. The friends of missions, even its wannest friends among us, have found it 
not easy to exercise the needed faith and patience, while the fallow ground was be
ing broken up and the seed lay long buried without tbe promise of the ingathering 
harvest. The Board have suffered many painful and perplexing trials. Their 
missionaries have gone forth bearing precious seeds, but weeping as they went, so 
unprepared was the soil and so unpropitious were the circumstances by which they 
were surrounded. But we and they are beginning to share in the reaper's joy. 
True it is only the first fruits we are receiving, but as we lift up our eyes and be
hold the field, the waving harvest is seen ready for the sickle. A n d now the cry 
is for more laborers. " Let us have," says Bowen, in the last letter be writes, " six 
white men besides those appointed but not yet sent, the present year." The breth
ren on the coast of Africa are asking us, even for 1855, to double our present ap
propriations, and are pointing to most inviting positions which ought at once to be 
occupied. W e have already noticed tbe stirring appeals which come from China, 
and the extended range'for missionary labor which is spreading out before us. The 
Board will not now particularly repeat, what has been in former reports stated, how 
far behind we are of other denominations and other Boards of our own denomina
tion in foreign fields. A single Board of the North appropriates the present year, for 
the African coast missions alone, nearly thirty thousand dollars, while ours has not 
hitherto reached one-fourth of this amount. Shall we not rise up from our lethargy, 
and as those who are pledged lovers of Christ, and to w h o m is committed the min
istry of reconciliation, go forth to spread the savor of his name in every place? 
Let us take our appropriate position in tbe great business of teaching all nations. 
Having one Lord, one faith, one baptism, let us strive together for the faith of the 
gospel. In this aggressive movement against the powers of darkness in heathen 
lands, we shall experience in our own land, a blessed reflex influence, and enjoy in 
an increased measure the preciousness of the hope of salvation, while Christ will be 
magnified in receiving the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for his possession. 

8 
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Balance on hand, 

Jan'y 15, 1855, 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

$6,207 86 
231 40 
812 72 

7,396 75 
1,820 45 
3,932 96 
8,299 52 
2,513 57 
997 90 
101 00 
909 04 
600 03 
54 00 
45 80 

1,141 00 
100 00 
548 75 

O n cni <\i» 

261 65 
300 00 

561 65 
«•>/> OTTi ITT 

•• J O D . i l i 4 0 

7,800 41 
49 25 

3,268 13 
10,998 58 
2,534 43 

24,650 80 
719 23 
18 91 

4,118 00 
925 08 
736 91 
439 78 

fl nli7 11 
20 40 
320 00 
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A. T H O M A S , Treasurer. 
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(APPENDIX D.) 

The Committee appointed on N e w Orleans, beg leave to submit the following re
port : 

N e w Orleans, the largest city in the South, the key to the great valley of the 
Mississippi, and one of the most flourishing emporiums in the world, has, of late, 
been regarded with peculiar and increasing interest by the Baptists of the South. 
They feel that the effort to establish our cause upon a sure and permanent basis 
there, is of the highest importance to the interest of our denomination in the south
west; and they think that no labor, no amount of funds, can be properly expended 
for tbe accomplishment of this object, which will not yield ten-fold return in time. 

N e w Orleans is the outlet of 30,000 miles of inland navigation, and is destined, 
both by reason of its immense natural advantages and by the artificial advantages 
now being created by commercial enterprise, always to be the leading city in the 
South. Notwithstanding every drawback, it is constantly increasing in population, 
in wealth, and in all the elements of civil, social, and religious power. Its customs, 
its maxims, its morals, its literature, its religion, exert now, and must continue to 
exert a commanding influence over all the southern part of the rich valley of the 
Mississippi. W h a t N e w Orleans is, that in time will be the whole South-west. 
Such has been the influence of leading cities in every age. Such is, and must ever 
be, that of N e w Orleans on all the country of which it is the commercial centre 
and depot. 

N e w Orleans needs evangelization. Irreligion, infidelity and Romanism, are erect
ing there their hydra heads, which must be crushed. Other evangelical denomina
tions are at work, and are moving on in solid phalanx to battle with the foe. The 
Presbyterians, the Methodists, the Episcopalians, are all engaged with vigor in the 
work of church extension in the city;—the Methodists alone, purposing to raise at 
once some $45,000. 

The Baptists, too, have commenced a similar enterprise. They are laying broad 
and deep the foundations of our cause in this great city. The new "Coliseum 
Place Church" is approaching completion. Situated in the very centre of the 
American part of N e w Orleans, and built on a most admirable location, it forms a 
nucleus round which the Baptist power is rapidly gathering, and a centre from 
which it is already beginning to flow forth to every quarter of the city, purifying, 
enlightening, and converting to Christ. The structure is imposing, yet plain, well 
proportioned, and capacious. It has been built at a cost which is materially less, 
all things considered, than that of any church edifice in N e w Orleans. For all the 
purposes of worship, for accommodation, for chasteness and compactness in build
ing, not a church in the city can equal it, and few, if any, in the South. 

The building has cost some $40,000, of which $15,000 is now due, and must be 
provided for immediately. Of this amount about $4,500 is still unprovided of the 
fund proposed to be raised at the Convention in 1853; which, if now paid, would re
duce the debt to $10,500. Your committee would recommend that the Convention 
forthwith raise that amount, and in addition, take measures for the immediate rais
ing of one-half the additional $10,500, on condition that the church in N e w Or
leans raise the other half. 
The congregation worshipping in the edifice, is constantly augmenting in num

bers. The brethren are confident, and your committee coincide in the opinion, 
that if the debt on the house be paid off at once, they will be able not only to carry 
on the work of church extension in the city, but to co-operate with the Boards of 
your Convention in their enterprises of benevolence. 
But little more than a year ago, few, Baptists or others, attended the regular 

meetings of the brethren. N o w the congregation—which has increased from Sun
day to Sunday—is so large that worship has been commenced in the main audience 
room of the new building. The church is laboring by word and deed; the people 
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are looking on with interest. The membership is active in piety; Baptists hitherto 
unknown, are being reclaimed; and additions from month to month are being 
made to the church by baptism. The day-star, long obscured, now shines brightly 
on our cause in N e w Orleans. The future is radiant with hope and promise. 
The brethren of the Coliseum Church—who have increased since November, from 

ten to sixty-two—are laboring with earnestness and diligence. But we must relieve 
them from all possibility of embarrassment, that they may work on unfettered and 
free. They want pecuniary aid from us to pay off our part of the debt on their 
church, and they must have it. They must have it now. Self-interest, the inte
rest of our denomination requires us to raise it at once. Justice, justice to the 
noble young brother, him who has assumed alone the pecuniary responsibility of 
this noble undertaking, demands that we raise the funds forthwith, and pay them 
down. God has blessed our cause in N e w Orleans. Shall we not respond in 
gratitude? Providence has pointed out the way to success; shall we not follow it 
to the end ? One effort now, one united effort, and all is safe. 

Your committee is happy to report that the new church building, with all its 
property, has been secured forever to the regular Baptists. It cannot possibly be 
alienated, either by heresy or by faction; for, by the act of incorporation, the 
property can be held only by Baptists, and that, as the act explicitly declares, by 
Baptists " of the faith and order of the churches belonging to the Southern Baptist 
Convention." The trustees of the church are the same trustees who were appointed 
by this body in Baltimore to supervise the affairs of the then proposed but now 
almost completed building. The whole property, therefore, your committee feel 
warranted in saying, is as secure to the Baptists forever, as the laws of Louisiana 
can make it, or as any Baptist church property in the Union. 

The new building is now in the hands of the trustees, legally transferred by the 
executors of the late C. Paulding. But it is liable for $15,000 debt; which must be 
arranged for at once, in justice to him without whose aid the church would not 
have been built, in justice to the feeble brethren of N e w Orleans, who have done 
their part in work and contributions, and will yet do more, and in justice to our
selves as Baptists, Baptists of the South, pledged in every way to plant the banner 
of our principles in N e w Orleans and keep it streaming there in triumph, and in 
ever brightening glory, for all time to come. 

Assured that the day-spring of denominational prosperity has visited N e w Or
leans, and confident that the establishment of the " Coliseum Place Baptist Church" 
is the earnest and assurance of great things yet to be done for us by the God of our 
Zion in N e w Orleans, and through it, in the whole South-west, your committee 
heartily unite in recommending for your adoption, the suggestions of this report. 

H. H. T U C K E R , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX E.) 

PLAN OF FUTURE OPERATIONS OF BIBLE BOARD, 

We can do little more than barely reiterate some suggestions contained in the 
annual report of the Bible Board. It must be obvious to all that before either of 
the Boards of this Convention can accomplish all that is desirable in its sphere, a 
system of efficient agencies of some kind must be brought to bear more generally 
upon our churches. This must be done, either by the appointment of individual 
agents in each State and section of our country, or by the organization of societies. 
W e think the latter by far the more preferable, when it can be made practicable. 
This we hope may be accomplished in a few years. 

To facilitate this object, your committee would recommend the appointment of 
at least one agent in each State, who shall devote his time in organizing societies 
abbbrding to the plan suggested in the rep'ort above alluded to, to wit: That there 
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be in the bounds of each Association, a Bible Society organized, which shall hold 
its annual meetings in connection with the Association ; and that an auxiliary so
ciety be established in the bounds of each church; and we-further recommend that 
a system of colportage which shall embrace not only Bible, but religious and deno
minational book distribution, be established by these associational societies. Thus 
our Bible and Publication Societies could become mutual helpers to each other in 
the great work of home evangelization. Where one Association, either from inca
pacity of means, or any other cause, cannot enter upon the work of colportage, two 
or more might join in the enterprise, as has already been done in some instances. 
W e are persuaded that if this system could be generally adopted, it would be the 
most efficient means of keeping up the associational and church societies, and thus 
in a very short time supercede the necessity of any other kind of agency for Bible 
or publication purposes. 

W e are of the opinion that if the Bible Board could secure two or three columns 
of the H o m e and Foreign Journal for the publication of such items of intelligence 
as would be interesting to our brethren connected with its operations, it would 
greatly promote that cherished cause. W e would suggest to that Board the pro
priety of effecting such an arrangement with the Foreign and Domestic Mission 
Boards, by bearing its due proportion of the expenses of publication. 

It is also the opinion of your committee, that in disbursing funds in foreign fields, 
the Bible Board ought to use such agencies as are responsible to this Convention. 

The committee m a y be indulged in a remark or two as to the propriety of com
bining Bible and publication operations in the system of colportage above recom
mended. After all that can be said in regard to Bible destitution, we suppose it is 
not so great in any locality, as to require the undivided attention and time of any 
colporteur. Very nearly, if not quite as much could be done in distribution of 
Bibles, by using the same agency in the dissemination of religious and denomina
tional books and tracts, as if the entire time of the colporteur were devoted to the 
one object. And, moreover, our Bible organization is now peculiarly denomina
tional ; and to associate with such an agency, the objects of our Publication socie
ties, general or local, would, so far from retarding the work of each, greatly facili
tate it. Each interest could bear its proportion of the expenses of the system; and 
thus, the associated capital of each Bible and Publication Society, could be com
bined with that of the parent societies, thereby doubling the efficiency of each. W e 
recommend, in conclusion, the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Bible Board be instructed in all future appointments of col
porteurs, so far as practicable, to negotiate such an arrangement with our Publica
tion societies as will combine the dissemination of their publications with the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Respectfully submitted, 
S A M U E L H E N D E R S O N , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX F.) 

REPORT ON THE DESTITUTION OF THE BIBLE IN FOREIGN LANDS. 

At the last session of the Convention, some statistics on this subject were pre
sented by the lamented Eli Ball, which, in a condensed form, your committee think 
it proper to include in their report. 

The Sacred Scriptures are now to be found in nearly two hundred different trans
lations. These translations embrace most of the European languages ; the Chinese, 
which can be read by at least one-third of the population of the whole earth; most of 
the languages in Hindostan, that of Burmah, and those of several tribes and nations 
within and around it, the languages of some of the islands in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans and of some Indian tribes in America, and about a dozen of the many lan-
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guages of Africa. It is probable that between 150 and 200 millions of the human 
race remain without auy translation into their own language. 

More than seventy independent Bible Societies are now in successful operation, 
and have issued an aggregate of nearly 40,000,000 copies of the Word of God; be
sides which, many millions have been printed by private individuals. 

This is much to have accomplished within a period of fifty years, (for the first 
Bible Society was organized in 1804;) but it forms the mere beginning of that vast 
work which the Christian world has to do, to spread the Scriptures among all the 
one thousand millions of our race. 

Your committee would call special attention to statements in the Report of the 
Bible Board, concerning the opportunity now presented for circulating the Scrip
tures in China. Other organizations, in Europe and America, seem to be entering 
with new zeal upon this work ; and we must be prepared to furnish our missiona
ries with ample supplies for the widest distribution. 

Our mission in Central Africa will soon need the means of circulating the written 
word in their field ; and the lively interest which is universally felt in that mission, 
will, doubtless, incline us to furnish the brethren with every facility for carrying on 
their work. 

It is clear then, that without reference to any possible extension of missionary 
operations, the wants of our present foreign fields demand largely increased contri
butions to the treasury of the Bible Board. 

In conclusion, your committee would urge the familiar and most important truth, 
that a heartier love and more diligent study of the Bible for ourselves, will excite 
an ever strengthening desire to scatter among all nations, this divinely-given means 
of finding hope, and happiness, aud heaven. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J O H N A. B R O A D U S , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX G.) 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOME DESTITUTION. 

Your committee to whom was referred the subject of the destitution of the sacred 
word in our own land, respectfully report that we deem it scarcely necessary to 
repeat what has so often and in so many ways been brought to the notice of the 
Convention, viz., that very great destitution exists in many places, even in the 
most favored States, and especialby in the new States, as Arkansas, and Texas, and 
California. 

The Bible Board has never had at its disposal, means at all adequate to the sup
ply of this destitution, but we are happy to see that its means are increasing. The 
plan of operations suggested in their report, it seems to us, is the best that could 
be adopted for the supply of this destitution. The same societies that collect the 
money can search out and report the families who are without the Bible, and thro' 
them the Board can most effectually conduct the labor of distribution. In Ala
bama, Georgia, Tennessee, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Maryland, organi
zations already exist, some of which are affording the Bible Board most efficient 
aid in this work. W e trust others will be formed even in those States where our 
cause is weakest and the destitution greatest; they will be able to do much in the 
supervision of the work of distribution, even though they should contribute little 
or nothing for the purchase of Bibles. It will be much if they can obtain and su
perintend the labors of the colporteurs operating among themselves. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. 0. DAYTON, Chairman. 
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(APPENDIX H.) 

REI70RT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE AFRICAN POPULATION. 

Your committee would report that they have not before them the data for an 
elaborate report on the interesting subject which has been submitted to their con
sideration, nor have they the time or facilities for acquiring such data for this 
report. 

The religious instruction of the African population of the Southern States, is a 
subject, however, which commends itself to your consideration, and opens a wide 
field for both usefulness and duty. There is no class of our population of more 
easy access by the missionary, and none more ready to embrace the consolations of 
the gospel. And the relation which, in the providence of God, they sustain to us, 
devolves upon us a duty so imperative that we may not disregard it. 

Your committee have no special plan of operation in this department of our 
labors, to recommend to the Convention, but would strongly urge the subject upon 
the consideration of our Domestic Board, and would leave to their wisdom and dis
cretion the adoption of the most effective method by which the African race in our 
midst, may best be supplied with the gospel and trained for heaven; 

Respectfully, 
M A T . H I L L S M A N , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX I.) 

The committee to w h o m was referred the subject on difficulties of securing a suf
ficient number of Domestic Missionaries, beg leave to report: 

That wcfeel deeply impressed with the importance of this subject. The fields 
to be cultivated are extensive and inviting ; the calls for more laborers are numer
ous and urgent; and yet the lamentable destitution remains unsupplied. "Your 
committee know of no other plan to recommend, that promises to supply this des
titution, than the united prayers of the churches and the liberal contributions of 
their members. And this they can confidently recommend. 

J. L. P R I C H A R D , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX J.) 

The committee on the California Missions, would offer the following report: 

The claims of the American branch of this mission, rest upon such obvious con
siderations, that nothing that is new or special, need here be urged. California as 
a State, is the wonder of modern times. It is, more than any other civilized terri
tory on the globe, the receptacle for all nations. But the all-assimilating process of 
American civilization is rapidly reducing these multiform populations into a homo
geneous society. The preaching of the gospel, therefore, in the English language, 
is a duty which the simple necessities of the California population demand. And 
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considering that many thousands of our Southern people have sought their homes 
in this new and growing State, it is natural that a ministry fostered by the Domes
tic Board representing our Southern churches, should be peculiarly welcomed, as 
has been demonstrated in the case of our mission church in Oakland. 

Your committee need only call attention to the interesting part of the Report of 
the Board which relates to this branch of the California missions. 

With this reference to the department of the work of preaching in the English 
language, your committee feel bound to give special prominence to the considera
tion of the Chinese mission in California. 

This case is in every way so extraordinary, that we are bound to regard the pro
vidential call which directs us to look to the multitudes of a strange people now 
placed so unexpectedly within our national domain. Every incentive which could 
ever have justified the establishment of Christian missions in China itself, now ap
plies with new emphasis to the Chinese people in California. Setting aside all that 
is doubtful as to their social condition now, or as to their future political relation
ships with our Republic, we m a y safely express the belief that the permanent set
tlement of a great and growing Chinese population on the American side of the 
Pacific Ocean, is no longer a problem. In despite of the civil and social disabilities 
which have encountered them, the exodus of the Chinese gives no appreciable evi
dence of abatement. N o w that regular lines of packet ships are forming new 
channels of trade with China, Japan, and the many islands facing the eastern 
coasts of Asia, we have every reason to believe that the reduced rates for the pas
sage of emigrants, and the manifold increase of the commercial marine in this ser
vice, will multiply the already growing tendency for the deportation of the Asiatics 
to America. 

Added to this, the turbulent and unsettled state of society in China, is likely to 
result in something like a chronic or a prolonged revolutionary misrule. But even 
apart from all these disturbing causes, the pent-up population of that ancient land, 
would naturally seek some vent for discharging itself through such a natural chan
nel as a commercial transit across the Pacific to America offers, with far less diffi
culty than has been suffered by the numerous landward emigrations of the modern 
Chinese into Tartary, Thibet, Cashmere, and the regions far to the interior of mid
dle Asia. 

Pointing simply to these admitted facts, it is no longer a question that an im
mense resident Chinese population in California, if not already a fixed fact, is a 
future necessity. It is also now becoming apparent that a large share of this pop
ulation will never return to their own land. Tho fact mentioned by the missionary 
in the Report of the Board, that the Chinese in Sacramento have now erected bet
ter houses than before the fires which visited them on late occasions, is one among 
the many evidences that they have committed themselves to the prospects of per
manent occupancy in that country. 

Under such circumstances, a universal conviction has forced itself upon the 
friends of Missions, that God designs to call us to the great work of evangelizing 
the Chinese within our own borders. Already over 50,000 of these people have 
become the dwellers on American soil. With such numbers, there is a work made 
ready to our hands, more than we are equal to. A n d we can therefore scarcely 
regard it as open to a question that our missionary under appointment of the Board 
of the Convention, should look to the Chinese mission in California, as his peculiar 
and exclusive vocation. The committee are therefora gratified with the assurance 
given in the Report of the Domestic Board, that the supply of the pulpit for 
the Sacramento Baptist Church, is only contemplated as a present expedi
ent, for which it is hoped there may be soon no further necessity ; and that the 
Rev. J. L. Shuck expects to continue under his present arrangements with that 
church no longer than until they m a y obtain a pastor, and no longer than till the 
completion of the Chinese chapel. In the opinion of your committee, this matter 
can hardly admit of a doubt. A pastor preaching in English need not long be 
wanting; but a tried and long experienced missionary in China, aided by our 
churches for many_years in his labors and discipline, and in his acquisition of that 
difficult language, is a trust that ought not to be sacrificed, and m a y not soon be 
afforded to us again. While, therefore, the committee would bear their acknow
ledgments to the unwearied zeal which Bro. Shuck has evinced since his entrance 
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on the Chinese mission in California, they would hereby take occasion to express 
the hope that nothing may divert him, beyond the present temporary necessity, 
from laboring exclusively in behalf of the Chinese population in California. 

J. P. T U S T I N , ) 
MAT. HILLSMAN, 
L. W. ALLEN, ]• Committee. 
Z. WATKINS, 
J. H. CAMPBELL, J 

(APPENDIX K 

COMMITTEE ON CHINA MISSIONS. 

Your committee do not consider that, on the subject referred to them, an elabo
rate report is necessary. That the Board at Richmond, are fully alive to the im
portance of the field, and that they will be prepared to avail themselves, to the 
extent of their means, of all the openings which God in his providence may afford, 
we have no doubt. 

All the suggestions and statements contained in the report of the Secretary, meet 
our hearty concurrence, and we are willing to confide the whole subject to the sound 
discretion of the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 
P. H. M E L L , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX L.) 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the report of the Board of 
Foreign Missions which relates to Africa, have had the same under consideration, 
and ask to submit the following report: 

While we, as Christians, can but feel a deep and daily increasing interest in all 
the efforts being made to have the gospel preached to the whole heathen world, we 
can but pause and contemplate with more than ordinary solicitude, dark and be
nighted Africa. God, in his providence, has brought her sons and daughters 
amongst us, and they have become identified as part and parcel of our body politic. 
In whatever way we turn our eyes, we see the representatives of that benighted 
land before us; God thus keeping continually in view the great duty of sending 
the gospel to that people. W e thank God for what our Board has already been 
able to do for Africa; and while we know that they have done all that the means 
within their power would justify, we feel that those means have not been half what 
they should have been. As Christians, w h o m God has so abundantly blessed with 
the things of this world, we can not shut our ears to the cry that comes over from 
the battle fields of Africa, and be blameless in his sight. The land is open to us, 
and we are not only invited, but urged to go and possess it. It is the opinion of 
your committee, that increased exertions should be made to send more help to our 
brethren already laboring in Africa. 

N. G. FOSTER, Chairman. 
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(APPENDIX M.) 

ORGANS OF PUBLICATION. 

The committee appointed upon the organ of publication of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, would respectfully recommend the continuation of the Home and For
eign Journal in its present form, and that the Foreign Mission, the Domestic Mis
sion, and Bible Boards, be authorized to participate in the use of its columns, upon 
such terms as may be agreed upon by the parties referred to. 

JOS. W A L K E R , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX N.) 

THIRTEENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The committee to whom were referred the claims of the 13th Street Baptist 
Church in Washington City, D. O , respectfully report: 

That Washington is a populous and growing city, and according to the best evi
dence which they have been enabled to obtain, is greatly in want of an increase of 
church edifices in order to accommodate the people. Other denominations are now-
awake to this destitution, and are actually engaged in an efficient system of church 
extension; our Baptist brethren have also become deeply interested in this laudable 
work. The brethren of the new church on 13th Street, have made such progress 
in the erection of their house, as to be able to worship in their lecture room, and 
are now at work on the upper part of the building, in the hope of being able to 
complete it entirely before the meeting of the next Congress. The sum of $8,000 
is now only required to complete the work. The house will be comfortable and 
capacious, being 100 feet in length, and 50 feet wide. W h e n finished, it will cost 
about $20,000. The brethren engaged in this enterprise, have already made sacri
fices of the most praise-worthy character, in order to conduct it to its present en
couraging state of advancement, and really deserve the sympathy and aid of their 
brethren abroad, and their only hope of assistance is with Southern Baptists. The 
church being thoroughly Southern in its proclivities and affiliations, will, in all its 
future operations, contribute through the channels of your respective Boards. The 
committee therefore cheerfully recommend to the Convention, that this object be 
commended to the prayers and contributions of Southern Baptists. 

A. D. SEARS, ) 
A. W. MEACHAM, [ Committee. 
A. E. McIVER, j 

(APPENDIX O.) 

COLPORTAGE. 

The committee on Colportage report: 
That the importance of a larger circulation of Baptist literature throughout the 

territories occupied by this Convention, can hardly be exaggerated. 
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They earnestly recommend the completion of arrangements by all our State Con
ventions and their auxiliary associations, and more vigorous efforts by all our 
churches and membership, to furnish their individual Sunday school and church 
libraries with an pssortmeit of the publications of the Southern Baptist Publication 
Society, aud of Baptist literature generally. 
They would urge the importance of supplying our prominent towns and cities 

with colporteurs, whose time shall be exclusively devoted to visiting from house 
to house, and distributing Bibles and such other books as they may deem most 
suited to the advancement of the Saviour's cause. 

W. W. EVERTS, 
T. G. KEEN, 
J. H. CAMPBELL, !» Committee. 
B. KIMBROUGH, 
B. MANLY, JR., 

( A P P E N D I X P.) 
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(APPENDIX R.) 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

The committee on Finance beg leave to report, that they have examined the ac
counts of the officers of this Convention, and find them correct and sustained by 
proper vouchers. 

They have also received the following sums during the session of the Convention, 
which have been paid over as per receipt of the persons entitled to receive 
them, viz: 

Public collection Sabbath, night, for Domestic Missions, 
Augusta Baptist Church, for Indian Missions, 

" " " Foreign Missions, 
" " " Indian Missions, 

" " " " Bible Board, 
" " " Southern Baptist Publication Society, 

Aberdeen Association, Mississippi, (Foreign Missions,) 
Mrs. J. A. Battle, for Indian Missions, 

J. G. Shorter, for African Missions, 
D. C. Battle, for Foreign Missions, 
B. C. Pressley's check, for Indian Missions, 

Collection for Indian Missions Monday afternoon, 

H. T A L B I R D , Chairman. 

$103 00 
153 62 
121 86 
123 56 
23 28 
36 27 
26 45 
10 00 
10 00 
20 00 

420 93 
294 55 

$1,343 52 

(APPENDIX S.) 

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS, &o. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of a memorial, urging Congress 
in relation to the securing of the unmolested exercise of religious worship to A m e 
rican citizens residing in foreign countries, beg leave respectfully to report: 

That the subject having been already acted upon by this body, and having been 
distinctly brought before the Senate of the United States, any further action in re
lation to it by this Convention, is unnecessary. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. L. B U R R O W S , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX T.) 

AGENCIES. 

The committee appointed to consider the necessity of agents for the Board of 
Domestic Missions, submit the following report: 

The time has not yet come when the pastors and churches of our denomination 
are willing to do their whole duty in the work of missions, without the constant 
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promptings of special agents. In proof of this assertion, it is only necessary to re
fer to the fact that those States in which no agents are at work, are contributing 
comparatively nothing to the treasuries of our Boards. Hence we cannot dispense 
with that oft abused, but invaluable class, agents. W e must have agents. In five 
of our Southern States, the Board of Domestic Missions is entirely without any 
system of agency, and in many of the remaining States the amount of agency em
ployed is entirely inadequate to meet the wants of the Board. 

In order to meet these necessities, your committee would recommend that the 
Board of Domestic Missions be advised to co-operate, as far as possible, with those 
Conventions and Associations that are engaged in supporting local missions, in the 
appointment of suitable brethren to act as agents in bringing the claims of Domes
tic Missions to the attention of the churches. A judicious plan of co-operation 
would, in the judgment of your committee, greatly promote the interests of the 
local missions, as well as those of our own Board. 

Where no plan of co-operation with other bodies can be advantageously adopted, 
let agents of our own be appointed, sufficient in number to occupy the whole field 
belonging to the Convention. It requires rare talents to make a good agent. Your 
Board ought to seek out men of superior mental and moral ability for this work, 
men that can command high salaries in other positions, men that can leave their 
mark upon the churches, men that will, by their prudence and purity of life, honor 
the cause of their Master wherever they go. 

Your committee would also beg leave to urge upon our churches and ministers, 
the importance of aiding the Board in procuring and sustaining their agents. 
There are few inducements for our popular pastors, and teachers, and other profes
sional men, to leave comfortable and useful stations, to assume the self-denying 
duties of an agent. Let us do all in our power to lighten the burdens which our 
agents are compelled to bear. Instead of joining the popular cry, " too many 
agents," let us bid them God speed, let us open to them our houses and our purses, 
let us give them our influence, let us give them our prayers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. F. D A G G , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX U.) 

N E W FOREIGN FIELDS. 

The committee on new Foreign Fields beg leave to report: 
O n looking over the fields already occupied by the Board, and the missions now 

under their care, your committee are impressed with the belief that their number is 
as great, and that the labors of their missionaries are as widely diffused, as is con
sistent with their greatest efficiency and usefulness. It is true there are many 
other fields more or less inviting, and more or less prepared for missionary labor; 
some in China, and perhaps other parts of Asia, some in Africa, and others among 
the aborigines of our own country, as well as among both the European and native 
races of South America ; but with the very limited means as yet supplied to the 
Board, and the consequent small number of missionaries which they are able to 
employ, your committee do not think it would be advisable or proper for them to 
increase the number of their missions, or to enter at present upon new fields which 
would make any considerably increased demand upon the resources of the Treasury. 
They think the policy a better one of strengthening the missions which we now 
have, of endeavoring to render them more vigorous and effective, than by dividing 
their forces to weaken all, and perhaps to render some quite inefficient and useless. 
A sufficient number of missionaries should be placed at each station, or within a 
convenient distance, to aid each other by their mutual counsel, to strengthen each 
other's hands, and in case of sickness or other disability, to carry on the work 
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steadily and continuously. It exerts a most depressing influence, not only on the 
minds of the missionaries, but upon those of the natives, to have their labors fre
quently interrupted, to be obliged, for sickness or other causes, often to leave their 
stations unoccupied, to suffer the little impression they have made to become almost 
or wholly obliterated, and to see the feeble light they had kindled with great labor 
and self-denial, relapse into total darkness. The policy is, undoubtedly, a better 
one for the Board to concentrate and strengthen rather than divide and weaken 
their forces, especially at the principal stations. 

Your committee are gratified to learn that the Board have determined to establish 
a mission at Sierra Lrone, on the coast of Africa, and that it is likely to be com
menced with so favorable prospects. This is a most important point, not only from 
the facilities which it affords of access to the interior, and to other points along the 
coast, but for the number of native tribes who are represented in its population. 
The colony, as is well known, was established many years since, by the British 
Government, for the restoration of re-captured Africans, and is made up of repre
sentatives from most of the tribes along the coast and far interior. It is said that 
nearly one hundred of the native languages are spoken by its people. It thus af
fords peculiar advantages for obtaining missionaries, and for holding intercourse 
with the native tribes, in the interior and all along the western coast of the continent. 
Some of the English missionary societies have long sustained missions here, and 
much rich fruit has resulted from their labors. It is believed, however, there is 
now an opening, and a very inviting one for the labors of our Board. Your com
mittee hope they will be able to enter and to prosecute the work with promptness 
and vigor. 

Your committee observe that the Georgia State Convention, upon recommenda
tion of a committee, have instructed their delegates to this Convention, to propose 
the establishment of a mission in Burmah. Without expressing an opinion upon 
the expediency of this measure, your committee would refer it to the consideration 
of the Convention. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J. S. B A C O N , Chairman. 

(APPENDIX V.) 

REPORT ON MISSIONS TO CITIES AND LARGE TOWNS. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the importance of missions 
to large towns and cities, respectfully report: 

They do not deem it necessary, at this late hour of the Convention, to enter upon 
a full discussion of the subject. It has already been discussed before the Conven
tion in considering the claims of the N e w Orleans church, and has besides been re
ferred to frequently in its relations to other questions, which were before the Con
vention. In all these discussions, it was assumed that large towns and cities are 
centres of social and moral influence, to large sections of the country which sur
round, or which have social and business relations with them. Whether this in
fluence is as extensive in our Southern agricultural country as is generally supposed, 
is a matter which your committee will not stop to discuss. It is sufficient for 
their purpose that such supposition is general, and so operates as to make our 
towns and cities the chief battle-fields for the hosts of light and of darkness. There 
immorality, in every inviting form of temptation, sets its snares for the young and 
enterprising. There infidelity, socialism and error, in every variety of form and 
reform, seek to propagate themselves; and there formalism and priest-craft struggle 
to establish their strongholds and thus fix again upon us and our descendants, the 
yoke of bondage of conscience which our " fathers were not able to bear." In this 
the children of error are still "wiser than the children of light." Wiser in their 
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own esteem than the apostles of our Saviour and Redeemer, they have abandoned 
their simple form of the independence of the churches, but are still content to pur
sue that wise policy which chose Jerusalem and the cities of the east, as the appro
priate fields for the first preaching of the gospel. They deny that the simple, 
primitive form of church organization, is at all applicable to a progressive, ex
tending Christianity; it would not be favorable to their views of ecclesiastical 
power ; but there is power to be gained by gaining large towns and cities as their 
strongholds, thence to send out timely sorties into the country, and so in that case, 
their policy, even though it be grasping and worldly, approves the wisdom of the 
author of Christianity. 

Without enlarging upon this subject, we m a y assume it as a fact beyond dispute, 
that if we would, with the gospel in its simplicity, meet error and superstition in their 
strongholds, w e must seek them in our towns and cities. Thence come all their 
emissaries into our interior towns and villages. There the boatmen, raftsmen, mer
chants, pleasure-seekers, and youth of enterprise from the country, find attractions 
to vice and ruin at every step and turn of city life; and there many pious fathers 
and mothers have lost their sons who were never found again. 

But your committee will not pursue this subject. They simply present in con
clusion, the following propositions for the consideration of their brethren here and 
at home: 

1st. That the influence for good or evil of large towns and cities, upon religion 
in the country, requires of the latter, in self-defence, extraordinary exertions for 
the establishment and preservation of pure religion in the former. 

2nd. That towns and cities are the favorable spots where the emissaries of error 
and superstition seek to establish themselves, and that it becomes us who hold the 
gospel in its simplicity, to meet and conquer them there. 

3rd. That the extraordinary temptations of city life, and its facilities to vice so 
temptingly enticing the young and the sojourners from the country, demand of the 
servants of our blessed Jesus, extraordinary efforts to counteract these baleful in
fluences. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
B. C. P R E S S L E Y , Chairman. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CASE OF I. J. ROBERTS. 

The Committee appointed to examine into the relation sustained by Rev. I. J. 
Roberts to the Foreign Board, and the grounds of the action of the Board in withdraw
ing from him, beg leave respectfully to report: 

That the necessity of presenting their report at this late stage of the proceedings 
of the Convention, arises from no inattention to the duty assigned, but simply from 
the laborious and minute attention which they have given to the matter before 
them. They came not to their final decision until the hour of four o'clock this 
morning. 

They would also state that they have had every opportunity of examination, having 
had the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions before them, and 
through him access to original documents and well authenticated copies of original 
documents. Inasmuch also, as the Rev. Mr. Roberts was in attendance on the 
Convention, they invited him to be present, and he appeared before them. In 
so doing, Mr. Roberts was plainly informed that we did not summon him by right, 
but simply to give him an opportunity of making such explanations as might guide 
us in determining the correctness of the grounds of action of the Board. That he 
was not before us as a court claiming any ecclesiastical jurisdiction, but simply of 
his own accord, at our suggestion, to throw any light on the subject which might 
be possible; and that wTe were only doing what we had the right to do, in investi
gating the action of the Board, our own agents. 

The duty of the committee was two-fold; to determine the relation existing, 
and the grounds of the withdrawal of the Board from Mr. Roberts. 

Your committee, on the first point, would state that the official connection be
tween the Board and Mr. Roberts, as their missionary, was severed by the with
drawal of the Board from his support by their action in the summer of 1851. 

Though there exists however, no official connection, and the relation of Mr. Ro
berts to the Board, is only that of a missionary dismissed from their service, your 
committee feel constrained to say, that there is an antagonistic relation existing, arising 
from the fact that Mr. Roberts is seeking funds within the bounds of the Conven
tion, for the prosecution of work not to be under their direction, is publishing and 
circulating plans for what is called by him a better form of organization, and is 
about to publish a newspaper in furtherance of his views. 

The committee do not call in question the right of Mr. Roberts to occupy any 
position be m a y choose ; they only state that the position assumed, appears to them 
one of antagonism. 

A s to the second point involved, the grounds upon which the Board have acted 
in separating from Mr. Roberts, your committee are compelled to fully sustain the ac
tion of the Board, as far as that action is based upon all the various points included in 
the document containing a full statement of the facts, which the Board, through 
their Corresponding Secretary, had placed in the hands of the committee as the 
ground of their action, and which is herewith submitted. 

The examination of Mr. Roberts resulted in the full admission by him, or docu
mentary proof to the committee, of all the facts stated, with the exceptions to be 
hereafter mentioned; and your committee would advise, for the vindication of your 
Board, and for the sake of the truth, that the documents thus referred to, be printed 
with this report. 

Should your committee comment on the action of the Board, it would only be to 
express their astonishment that they have exercised so much forbearance, and felt 
themselves justified in not publishing this document before. 

In presenting these counter-statements of Mr. Roberts, your committee feel bound 
to say that the report of your Board has been sustained wherever there was any 10 
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corroborating testimony; and that in the instances upon which issue is taken by 
Mr. Roberts, inasmuch as we have only the affirmation of a single missionary to 
the contrary, and the denial of Mr. Roberts, we give him the benefit to be derived 
from the amount of doubt thus presumable. 

As to the article written in the Tennessee Baptist in February, 1846, Mr. Roberts 
explains that he wrote thus, in consequence of the exigency of his position while 
awaiting the decision of our Board, inasmuch as he was fearful in the event of an ad
verse decision on the part of the Board, he would be left entirely destitute. The 
monies in hand belonged to the Canton Missionary Society, which was gotten up 
for his benefit, and were expended by him in buildings; that though he did appro
priate a portion of the money as his salary, he returned this back to the Treasury 
of the Society on the receipt of the salary from the Boston Board, to January, 1846. 
The committee, however, have no other evidence of the return than his assertion, 
while the receipt of the money is manifest from the published reports of the Socie
ty for the year 1846. 

As to the burning of the records of the church, Mr. Roberts denies the fact, and 
says Bro. Whilden could not have known it certainly, as he did not at that time 
understand Chinese, in which language the books were written, and the assertions 
of the Chinese are, from their known falsehood, entirely unreliable. 

The letter to Bro. Buck, he contends was not intended for publication, and he 
does not think was headed, by himself, but by the printer, " For the Banner and 
Pioneer." 

In the matter of Miss Baker and Mr. Bridgman, Mr. Roberts denies that he 
knew Miss Baker to be the person who had opened the note addressed to his wife, until 
after the note to Mr. Bonney had been written, though as that note was written, 
says he, to soothe Mr. Bonney's feelings, he sent it, perhaps, after knowing this. 
H e also asserts, positively, that he did not charge upon Miss Baker, in the inter
view at the house of Mr. Happer, or at any other interview, that she had told a 
falsehood. 

It was on evidence also, that Mr. Roberts had manifested great kindness to Mr. 
Bridgman. 

It was also acknowledged by the Secretary of the Board, that there was no 
greater connection between Mr. Roberts and Miss Baker than would have been 
with any missionary with w h o m she was living. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J O H N E. D A W S O N , Chairman. 



CASE OF REV. I. J. ROBERTS.* 

In the issue to which the Board was brought with reference to the Rev. I. J. 
Roberts, they endeavored to act as honest men, and in the fear of God. The 
grounds of their action are found in the report of the committee forwarded to him, 
as follows: 
" After mature deliberation, w e believe that the interests of the Board, and of 

the cause of missions have seriously suffered, and will continue to suffer by his re
maining our missionary. H e has almost ever since his connection with this Board, 
given painful uneasiness by continued disregard of the plainly expressed wishes of 
the Board; by falling into difficulties, more or less serious, with nearly every 
brother, whether missionary or native, who has labored in connection with him; 
by statements which could only be reconciled with truthfulness on the supposition 
of gross inattention nr forgetfulness; and by numerous acts in themselves, small, 
but which go to make up a course so generally erratic, as very greatly to destroy 
our confidence in his judgment and our hope for his usefulness, while we have en
deavored to maintain a favorable regard for his character as a Christian. 
" Some facts coming to the knowledge of the Board, just previous to his last sailing 

for China, came near arresting his return even at that stage of affairs. But confes
sions of error, and solemn promises of amendment, together with his recent marri
age to an estimable lady, led the Board to hope that he would indeed profit by his 
experience and perform those promises. Since his return to China, his general 
course seems in no wise to improve. Admonitions have proven apparently fruit
less. His conduct to the Rev. Mr. Bridgman and to Miss Baker, which we forbear 
to characterize^ has at last brought us to the issue to which matters have been for 
some time tending. As trustees of the missionary fund of our brethren, we con
ceive that w e should not be expending them judiciously or faithfully, by further sus
taining him as our missionary in China. W e therefore recommend the adoption of 
the following resolutions: 
" Resolved. That the connection between this Board and Rev. I. J. Roberts, be, 

and is hereby dissolved. 
" 2. That the salary of himself and wife be continued up to the time of his receiv

ing notice of this action; and that he be informed that the expenses of their return 
to their home in this country, will be paid in N e w York, on his arrival." 

The Board were not unwilling, so far as they were concerned, to publish in detail, 
the reasons by which they were actuated. The believed, however, that in bringing 
these details before the public, additional discredit would be reflected on their re
called missionary, and more serious injury be sustained by the cause of missions. 
Both of these results they desired to avoid. They supposed, moreover, that should 
the Convention, or any members of the Convention, be dissatisfied with the action 
of the Board, they would institute an inquiry through an impartial committee. 
The Board were not unwilling that the most searching investigation of the case 
should be given; and with this in view, all the documents bearing upon it, were 
* This document was originally prepared by the Corresponding Secretary of the Board, and 
subsequently approved by them, with a view to publication in such papers as contained Mr. 
Eoberts' strictures on their action. The Secretary, while on a visit to the west, spread the docu
mentary evidence, with the paper itself, before the senior editor of the Recorder and others, and as 
the editor preferred to publish a withdrawal of the charges against the Board, and a brief reference 
to the main causes of Mr. Roberts' recall, such a reference was prepared and left with Bro. Waller. 
This was lost. He, however, over his own signature, in the Recorder, exonerated the Board from 
blame in their action in the case of Mr. R., and requested the Secretary to send for publication, a 
duplicate of the lost statement. But as the Secretary hoped the article of Brother Waller would 
be sufficient, it was concluded to publish nothing farther on the subject, J. B. T 
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taken to the meetings of the Convention in Nashville and Baltimore. The Board 
were still willing to be silent, notwithstanding the unfair representations of the 
subject given by Mr. Roberts in his several articles published in the Western Re
corder. But as the Board have received repeated communications, asking for their 
reasons, and as from other sources it is ascertained that these reasons ought to be 
made public, in defence of the Board, I have concluded to prepare a plain state
ment to be published in the papers which have given circulation to the articles of Mr. 
Roberts. The Baptists of the South, if they desire it, have a right to know the 
facts, and the Board are satisfied to abide their unbiassed judgment in the case. 

In the original acceptance of Brother Roberts as their missionary, the Board en
tertained for him strong sympathy and confidence. He had but a short time be
fore, been broken off from his connection with the Baptist Board of Missions in 
Boston ; yet there was a readiness to look favorably upon his course as a Christian 
missionary. It is true, after his appointment was made known, that serious doubts 
of his fitness for the work were expressed by judicious brethren of the South, but 
still the Board cherished strong hopes of his usefulness. It was not long, however, 
before indications appeared which tended to shake their confidence in his dis
cretion. 

It will be proper also to state that the Board were aware of the existence of un
pleasant relations between him and the missionaries with w h o m he had been pre
viously associated. Only one of these missionaries (Rev. J. L. Shuck,) besides 
himself, was received into our connection. Mr. Shuck was transferred to Shanghai 
with the view of commencing a new station in that city, leaving Mr. Roberts to 
labor in Canton. At first, with deference to his own supposed wishes, he was 
permitted, with all the rights and privileges of other missionaries, to operate alone, 
but afterwards he became associated with Rev. Messrs. Pearcy and Clopton and 
their wives, who had been sent to his aid. The Board discouraged, on the part of 
Messrs. Roberts aud Shuck, all animadversions on each other's conduct. It is not 
true, therefore, as intimated by Mr. Roberts, that the Board have been influenced 
by any misrepresentations from Mr. Shuck. Indeed, the first thing of this kind, 
was a strongly criminating letter from the other side, in which the Board were 
warned and counseled by Mr. Roberts, in reference to his former associate. 

It does not accord with the facts of the case, that the Board have been governed 
in their action by misrepresentations on the part of other missionaries. A n attempt 
is made by Mr. R , to fix upon our brethren who have labored at Canton and 
Shanghai, a charge of prejudice against him. The charge is without foundation. 
So far as appears by the correspondence which has been conducted by the Board, 
no such prejudice has been indulged, no such misrepresentations have been made. 

A reference to the various grounds of dissatisfaction, as they occurred from the 
beginning, will now be given. 

Very soon after their connection, the Board had reason to be aggrieved by injudi
cious communications published by Mr. Roberts in the Tennessee Baptist and other 
papers of the South. H e states in the early part of February, 1846, that he is 
" destitute and forsaken, without any certain pecuniary means of support," and in 
his appeal for funds says, " let your aid come directly through the China Mission 
Society of Kentucky ; do be particular in noticing this all the time, so long as I 
live," &c. At this time he was our missionary. By letters from Mr. Roberts, 
dated September 24 and 28, 1845, a desire is expressed to become the missionary 
of the Board; whereupon they at once decided " that the proposal of I. J. Roberts 
be cordially accepted, and that annual appropriations be made for the support of 
himself and the native assistants under his direction," &c. It will be seen, there
fore, that having offered himself to the Board, without waiting to ascertain the result, 
he is found appealing for money to be sent to him through another society, as long 
as he lives. These appeals were published in Southern papers some time after his 
appointment by the Board had been announced. By the indiscretion of their mis
sionary in making such appeals, when sufficient time had not elapsed to ascertain 
whether his own proposition had been accepted, and after his acceptance had been 
published, no little injury was sustained by the Board. It became necessary, by 
letters and publications, to remove the unfavorable impression made by his appeals 
to the churches. It must be remembered, too, that he had received from the Boston 
Board, bis salary up to January, 1846, as per receipt given by him, and besides, 
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had in hand about $1,500, as appears by report of Canton Mission Society, at the 
very time he represents himself as destitute and forsaken, and without any means 
of pecuniary support. 

The next act of indiscretion which tended to the injury of the Board, and in re
gard to which theylelTlFemielves aggrieved, was found in a letter headed, " For 
the Banner and Pioneer," and publishid in that paper of M a y 13, 1847. In this 
letter he complains strongly of the Board. Our esteemed Brother Buck, then edi
tor of the paper, did not intend to publish the whole letter, but by some mistake, 
it fell into the hands of the printer. The complaint was founded in a misconstruc
tion of the plain language of the resolution accepting him as a missionary, and of 
the design of the Board in its adoption. It is not necessary here to go into details. 
The imprudence of the missionary consisted in writing thus for the " Banner and 
Pioneer," and to the China Mission Society, even in confidence, before he had cor
responded with the Board. Such a correspondence afterwards convinced him of 
his mistake. 

Another occasion of grievance with their missionary, was afterwards found in 
the fact, that he allowed himself to be connected with another Society, (the Canton 
Mission Society,) while he was recognized as under the direction of the Board, and 
sustained by them. The offer of himself to the Board, as already stated, was elated 
September 24 and 28, 1845. His appointment occurred March 27, i848,.'"''Not-
wi thstanding his recognition as their missionary, and without their consent, he continued 
in the employ of the Canton Mission Society, managing and arranging for that Society 
as if he were wholly responsible to it, until the beginning of the year 1848; (see Reports 
of the Canton Mission Society for 1846 and 1847.) In 1845, although he received 
his salary to the close of the year, from the Boston Board, he collected $3,246 52, 
and expended for his own salary, for assistants, & c , $1,515 81, and for Bible and 
tract distribution, $182 79, leaving a balance in hand, January 1, 1846, of 
$1,547 92. During the year 1846, he collected in Canton and vicinity, $3,220 22, 
and in 1847, the sum of $2,930 36. These amounts were not accredited to the 
Board, but expended by him in an independent way, for his own salary, for assist
ants, and for building purposes, and while, too, he was receiving support from the 
Board ; (see Reports of Canton Mission Society, and Treasurer's accounts of Canton 
Mission of Southern Baptist Convention.) 

This leads to a notice of the disagreement between him and the other missionaries 
of the Board in Canton. A n attempt has been made to fix on the other missiona
ries, a charge of prejudice and hostility. Nothing can be farther from the truth, 
so far as the facts have presented themselves to the Board. The other missionaries 
did indeed complain, but only so far as was manifestly their duty, and without any 
indication of improper feeling. Their complaint was this: that their associate 
would not comply with the regulations, which require that " all avails of labor, and 
all presents made in consideration of services performed, shall be placed to the 
credit of the Board ; and that no missionary shall attempt any thing new, or involv
ing expense, or otherwise affecting the interests of the mission, but with the advice 
and consent of a majority of the mission, as well as in conformity with the regula
tions of the Board." H e was, however, while connected with our mission, and re
ceiving his regular salary, a paid agent of another Society, spending his time and 
energies in collecting funds to a large amount, which funds were not placed to the 
credit of the Board but appropriated to himself, for building purposes, for salary, 
for assistants, &c.; and all this not with the advice of his brethren, but contrary to 
their judgment and wishes. Tbe Board must say also, in vindication of the other 
missionaries, that all their statements were made with reserve, and without any 
manifest desire to magnify the improprieties of their associate. 

Another occasion of difficulty with the Board, arose out of an application to 
" the mission," for funds to be applied to the improvement of the premises occupied 
by him, and which belonged to the Canton Mission Society. The mission declined 
making the appropriation, upon the ground that they had no right to expend the 
funds of the Board, in the improvement of property which did not belong to them. 
They referred the subject to the Board. That reference was accompanied by a di
rect appeal from Bro. Roberts himself, in which he desired the Board to appropri
ate the sum of $1,823 68, for the improvement of his premises. The Board re
spectfully replied, that they did not consider themselves at liberty to use mission 
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funds for the improvement of permanent property, over which they could exercise 
no control. They thought it strange that he should insist on such a thing. He 
was informed that the Board desired him to be disconnected from other associa
tions, and from property belonging to any other body. They supposed that this 
property having been purchased by funds contributed for missionary purposes, it 
would not be unsuitable to make them the property of the body which might per
manently assume his support. At the same time, they stated distinctly that they 
made no such requisition; he might transfer to any other body, or sell, or do with 
them whatever he chose, all they wished was, that he would bring himself fully in 
connection with the Board, untrammeled by other associations. They were pre
pared to make every reasonable appropriation for building purposes for his use, ex
cepting that all such buildings must be considered as the property of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. They did not, nor did the mission at Canton, lay any claims 
to the Uet-tung property, but they did insist that all houses erected with the means 
furnished by them, should be theirs, to be used by their missionaries as long as they 
might be needed. H e finally withdrew his application for $1,823 68, but insisted 
that the Board should pay him rent at the rate of $500 per year,ybr two rooms, 
this being, as we were informed, all that constituted his premises at that time. 
The Board directed the mission to inquire into the expediency of purchasing this 
property at a reasonable rate, for the use of Mr. Roberts, and in the mean time to 
allow such an amount as might be deemed proper, for rent of any premises he 
might occupy. 

This matter remained unadjusted until the latter part of 1849, the time of his re
turn to this country. His manner and spirit in the interview which took place 
between him and the Board, were such as to make an unfavorable impression on 
their minds. Although he was again given to understand, that whatever might be 
made to appear necessary for his comfort and the useful prosecution of his work, 
would be readily appropriated, with the condition that the regulations signed by 
him and the other missionaries should be complied with, yet it -was with extreme 
difficulty he could be brought to acquiesce in their wishes, namely, to disconnect 
himself from other associations. 

After Mr. Roberts had left Richmond for the West, a letter was received from 
Rev. B. W . Whilden, dated September 13, 1849, (he having arrived in Canton 
about the time of Mr. Roberts departure,) in which he alludes to a circumstance 
coming to his knowledge, that had painfully affected his mind towards M r Roberts. 
It m a y be proper to state that nothing had been intimated to Brother Whilden, 
before he left this country, which might unfavorably bias his mind against Bro. 
Roberts. His impressions received from Mr. Roberts' published letters, were 
strongly in his favor. W h e n he arrived at Canton, he found no other missionary 
of our Board in that city. In the letter above named, having noted some circum
stances which were cheering, he says: 

"But in the midst of m y encouragement and joy, I have to regret that I now feel 
myself bound to discharge a most unpleasant duty. The conclusion to which I 
come, has not been hastily formed, I have come to it after serious consideration and 
fervent prayer. I feel conscientiously obliged to say to you, that I cannot be asso
ciated with Mr. Roberts in missionary labor. I had once thought of stating this 
to you as soon as I had formed this conclusion, but from various considerations, 
thought it best to delay. Waving many things which I consider very, very objec
tionable in his course, and which, to say the least, would render m y connection 
with him unpleasant, I will at once lay before you, the reason which has induced 
m e to make the declaration I have made. 

"About two months ago, in order to become better acquainted with the business 
and history of the mission, I was looking over some of the mission records. Among 
these were papers in Mr. Roberts' hand-writing. If these papers had not been 
placed among the mission papers, in all probability, they would never have been 
taken from the mission safe. At the time to which I have alluded, m y eye rested 
on the following: ' June 5th. This morning Deacon W a u g h n came and informed 
m e that it would require about one hundred dollars to have m y deed sealed in the 
Mandarin's office. W h e n I demurred at having to give so much, and suggested 
that it was a squeeze, or extortion of the officers, he said it was the rule to give 
eight per cent, upon sealing a deed, as a perquisite to the government officers. But 
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he observed that we might state but half the amount paid, in the deed, and then 
the fee would not amount to more than fifty dollars, which I thought would be 
fully enough—that the suggestion was an evidence of Chinese shrewdness, and as he 
said it was very common to do so, among those who get deeds sealed, I concurred 
in the suggestion, and sent him away to carry the measure into effect/ 

"In the extract to which I have called your attention," adds Mr. Whilden; "what 
is brought before us? it is not merely a 'yes' or 'no,' which has escaped the 
lips under peculiar circumstances, in the hurry of the moment, before there is 
time for consideration. If it were merely this, it would be far different. But it is 
a deliberate false assertion. It is true that Mr. Roberts did not himself declare that 
the amount was less than it was, but he encouraged and authorized another to do 
so, and if there is a difference in the sin of either, Mr. Roberts was the more guilty 
of the two, because, better than the other, he knew the teachings of revelation on 
the subject." 

In another communication received from Mr. Whilden, more than a month later, 
he says: "In reviewing what I wrote in m y last communication, I see no 
reason to wish that I had written differently. I am more and more confirmed in 
m y opinion, that Mr. Roberts is a man who never scruples to tell a falsehood, if 
any particular object is to be gained by it. I do not wish the Board to think that 
because, in m y last, I mentioned but one case, that I believs it the only case. I 
a m aware that other brethren have written about some matters connected with Mr. 
Roberts' course, and that the Board have replied that their confidence in him was 
the same as ever. It is m y rule, however, first to be satisfied that a certain course 
is right, then pursue that course, and leave consequences with God. 

" O n his own reponsibility, Mr. Roberts united the two Baptist churches into 
one, he imposed on the ignorance of the Chinese members, told two falsehoods, 1st, 
that it was an American custom so to do, and 2nd, that Brother Pearcy had given 
his consent. H e then burned up the records of Brother Pearcy's church. These 
things Lie Seen Sang told me, and he was very much surprised when I told him it 
was not an American custom, and that Mr. Pearcy did not know any thing about 
it. You will understand m e of course, when I say it is not an American custom, 
not as saying that it never has been done, and that the uniting of two churches 
cannot, under any circumstances, take place, but as meaning that it is not custom
ary for one man to do this without the consent of his brethren. 

" I am sickened when I compare what Mr. Roberts has written in the Journal, 
and in other papers, with what I found to be the case on m y arrival in Canton. 
H e writes as if his members were in the habit of giving dollars for the gospel, and 
speaks of his plan, and recommends it to American churches, as if his church was a 
1 model church;' (see Journal of April, 1847, page 254, article headed 'Divine Plan.') 
I came to Canton, and instead of finding the members giving $460* in one year for 
the gospel, I find them giving on every Sabbath morning, 100 cash, that is about 
eight cents, to buy cake for the school children. This is plain language, m y dear 
brother, and it is a mortifying thing to tell the Board; but if the Board have been 
deceived about the active piety which they supposed the members of Mr. Roberts' 
church manifest, it is time they be undeceived. If the church once gave dollars for 
the gospel, they have greatly degenerated. I feel deeply pained when I think of 
the erroneous impressions which have been made on the minds of those who have 
read Mr. Roberts' statements. Things in Canton are not as I expected to find 
them; and what I know of Mr. Roberts' disregard for truth, has the tendency to 
excite in m y mind suspicion whenever I read his statements. 

" In a pleasant town in m y native state, a pious member of a Baptist church, 
who loves the cause of God, expressed her joy that the Chinese converts were doing 
so much to advance the Redeemer's kingdom, and observed at the time, that it 
ought to excite Christians in America to greater benevolence. The name of one 
was mentioned who had given 50 dollars, the name of another who had given the 
same sum. It has pleased the Lord to make the former pastor a missionary. He 
* The original document was, at this stage of the reading of the report, placed before the Conven
tion bv wh.ch it appeared that donations to the amount of at least $339 out of $460, given by Mr. 
Roberts and Mr. Gutzlaffi, were placed under the head of Chinese donations, and the substitution of 
their Chinese for their English names so arranged as to deceive all not acquainted with the Chi
nese language. 
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did not then know how erroneous the impressions which were made upon her mind. 
He knows it now; I need not say that I am that pastor. I did not then know that 
Mr. Roberts' name in Chinese, is Lo. The name of Lo is placed among the Chinese. 
Another Chinese name which I have understood is Mr. Gutzlaff 's, also appeared. 
Did not Mr. Roberts know the kind of impression which would be produced by 
this course ? The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual. If God's 
cause be not the cause of truth, it ought not to be supported; if it be the cause of 
truth, it does not need to be supported by falsehood." 

In the statements of Mr. Roberts, published in tbe Recorder, the name of Rev. 
P. S. Gayle being referred to, it is necessary to explain the manner in which he be
came in any manner implicated in difficulties with Mr. Roberts. Shortly after the 
receipt of the letters from Mr. Whilden, the Board were painfully affected by a 
communication from Mr. Gayle, then residing in Memphis, Tennessee. It is due 
to the writer of this communication, to say that it was intended to account for his 
agency in sending to the care of the Board, a young Chinaman by the name of A-
Cbun, who had accompanied Mr. Roberts to this country in the capacity of a hired 
attendant. A-Chun was a member of the Baptist church in Canton. A serious 
difficulty between A-Chun and Mr. Roberts, had occurred before they arrived in 
this country. The alienation between them was manifest during their stay in 
Richmond. While at the West, this alienation increased, until on board the steamer 
Bulletin, on their way from Memphis to Vicksburg, the rupture became incurable, 
and was known to all the passengers. Mr. Gayle interfered and promised to send 
A-Chun to Richmond. In explanation of his agency in the business, he remarks: 
" I entertain for Bro. I. J. Roberts, the best feeling as an old friend and fellow 
laborer, and appreciate his devotion and worth to the cause of missions, and there
fore set down nothing from an alienated spirit. 

" But he left, so far as the members and persons of the world have witnessed in 
the treatment of A-Chun, the impression that he is haughty, selfish, vain and igno
rant. You may rely upon it, so far as m y observation goes, the servant has left, 
every way, an impression superior to his master, for natural intelligence, humility, 
gentlemanly deportment and Christianity. Of course, I speak comparatively and 
alone of the circles in which I witnessed their presence. 

" On our passage from Memphis on the steamer Bulletin, before we reached Vicks
burg, such a state of things became manifest between Brother R. and the Chinese, 
as to be observable to all on board; and in that state of things, Brother R. deter
mined to send the Chinese to N e w Orleans and pursue his inland course without 
him, which, however, he afterwards changed to a dissolution of the engagement 
between them, which naturally had its effect upon him, and he, in our language, 
demanded his wages and an explanation as to how he was to get home to China; 
and Brother R., not giving the detail, but merely stating that the passage would be 
provided, upon condition that A-Chun obeyed him, if not, he might go his own 
way, &c. 

" I will not exaggerate, but say merely, that at this stage there was no little ex
citement on the boat. I hope not to witness the like again. But for m y personal 
acquaintance with many highly respectable gentlemen on board, and the officers of 
the boat, God only knows what would have been the end of it. Brother R., pro
posed to put Chun under m y care to N e w Orleans, and for m e to ship him to you, 
if possible, as a servant on the ship. I thought it best to take charge of him and as
sume the responsibility of sending him to the Board at Richmond. Under the cir
cumstances, did I do wrong? I made no promises further than this, that the 
S. B. B. of F. M . would act honorably to the Chinese, and provide him a passage 
to Canton if he desired, which I thought was just to him as a foreigner brought to 
America by one of their missionaries. W a s this wrong ? This quieted the rising 
storm, and Brother R. and I parted at Vicksburg. 

" After our separation as above stated, and the necessary preliminaries to be fur
nished you by him and me, as to the whole matter officially, in respect to his expenses, 
I have acted as m y own judgment dictated. But I still found it was designed, by 
passengers, to publish Brother R. as soon as they reached N e w Orleans, in the 
Picayune, to prevent which, I told them I belonged to the Board, and would see 
that justice should be done and the passage of the Chinese to Canton provided, 
Which with many other explanations and m^ny defences of Brother R. and the 
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Board, by the blessing of God disposed of this most unfortunate case, and now hope 
by your prudence and wisdom, that the evil is stayed. I commend the Chinese to 
the Board most favorably. You will form your own opinion of him. I do not 
fear his winning your Christian confidence." 

All m a y well imagine the concern created by these communications from Messrs. 
Whilden and Gayle. The Board immediately addressed a letter to Mr. Roberts, in
forming him of these circumstances so painfully affecting the minds of his brethren. 
In the mean time he had married an estimable lady in Kentucky. H e returned to 
Richmond in March, 1850, being received and treated with kindness during his 
stay in this city. Every endeavor was made to render him and his excellent lady 
comfortable and happy. 

After free conferences with him on all the subjects of grievance, he sent to the 
Board written confessions of error and sin, beside making verbal admissions of 
wrong, and solemnly promised amendment. It had become with the Board, seri
ously questionable, whether it was consistent with the claims of duty to permit his 
return to China, as their missionary. This doubt not only arose from the difficul
ties continually occrrring with him, but also from a personal acquaintance with 
his whole spirit and bearing. Had the question been an original one, the negative 
vote would have been unanimous. The Board may have committed an error in fail
ing to make such a decision. But they found themselves in a dilemma, and never 
were men in their anxiety to do right, more painfully perplexed. But they at 
length determined upon the expediency of his return, upon the consideration that 
he was acclimated, was to some extent acquainted with the language, was prepared 
to be useful at least as a distributor of the Scriptures and religious tracts, that he 
had married a judicious lady, whose influence might correct his objectionable pecu
liarities, and especially that he appeared to be penitent and promised an amend
ment of spirit and behavior. The following paper was adopted by the Board after 
the first preamble: " And whereas, furthermore, said letters were submitted to the 
consideration of the Board at their meetings held on the 22nd and 23rd inst., and 
all the members of the Board expressed their decided disapprobation of Brother 
Roberts' conduct as charged by Brother Whilden; and whereas, furthermore, Bro
ther Roberts has explained a portion of his conduct as set forth in Brother Whil-
den's letter, and has made suitable confessions of sin, in regard to other portions, 
and given promise of greater circumspection in future, therefore 

"Resolved. 1. That receiving the confessions and penitence of Brother Roberts, and 
hoping that no similar derelictions will in future occur, he be continued a missiona
ry of this Board. 

"Resolved. 2. That unless Brother Roberts can satisfy the mind of Brother Whil
den, and bring about a cordial co-operation, his future labors in the city of Canton, 
be separate from the Canton Mission. 

"Resolved. 3. That Brother Roberts be required to make such arrangements as 
shall bring his mission premises under the direction of the Board, or lead to their 
entire extinguishment." 

The Board adopted no resolutions in regard to the case of A-Chun, as mentioned 
by Brother Gayle, although they expressed in his presence the most distinct disap
proval of his course, and although he made apparently penitent confessions of 
wrong on his part. It will thus be seen that the Board assented to his return to 
China. In coming to this conclusion, they continually and affectionately entreated 
him to change his whole policy. The Corresponding Secretary conferred with him, 
in the spirit of a personal friend, on the subject. If he had been a brother, accord
ing to the flesh, he could not have been more _ tenderly solicitous on his behalf. 
H e besought him upon entering his field, to write no letters which would involve 
controversy, but to pursue his mission work peacefully, availing himself of the ex
perience of the past in the labors of the future. Upon his return to China, how
ever, it must be confessed, there was still left upon the minds of several members 
of the Board, from all they had seen and heard, an apprehension that his peculiar
ities would disqualify him for usefulness in the missionary service. With those 
w h o hoped for the best, it was hope mingled with fear. H e was given to under
stand moreover, that a repetition of the imprudences which had marked his pre
vious course, would inevitably result in sundering the relation which he sustained as their missionary. They were not willing to return an individual whose indis-11 
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cretions continually required explanations and apologies, and subjected the mission 
cause to reproach. 

Shortly after his return to China, in violation of the promise he had made, letters 
were written by him to the Board, in which he renews the questions of difficulty 
which were supposed to be buried, criminating other missionaries, and insinuating 
by artful questions that they were Avanting in integrity. Such was the spirit of 
these communications, and so contrary to his solemn confessions and pledges, 
that the Board felt themselves called upon to adopt admonitory resolutions, and 
to instruct one of their number (tbe Corresponding Secretary at the time being very 
ill.) to address him a letter of earnest expostulation on the subject. 

In the letters referred to above, Mr. Roberts indulges in severe remarks towards 
Mr. Whilden, and expresses surprise that Mr. Whilden should have been reluctant 
to be associated with him, as if the former had never exposed a fraudulent transac
tion, or the latter had never confessed it with tears before God. 

In reference to the union of the two churches into one, and burning the church 
book, without the concurrence of the prominent members who were absent, Mr. 
Roberts insinuates that the story had been made by Mr. Whilden. H e uses the 
expression, " could Brother Whilden have made this ? surely not; but the question 
still remains, who could have done so ?" Brother Whilden h,id given Lye Seen 
Sang as his authority. 

W h e n Brother Roberts was before the Board, and Brother Whilden's letter on 
the subject was read in his presence, he seemed doubtful whether he had formed 
the two churches into one or not, speaking evasively on the subject. After his re
turn, in one of the objectionable letters referred to, he denies altogether the fad, that 
the church had been united, professing now to be satisfied about that, which before 
the Board, he had forgotten. This was in August, 1850. N o w let this be com
pared with a letter written February 2, 1849, and addressed upon the eve of his 
leaving for this country, to any missionary who might reach Canton i.. his absence, 
a copy of which was sent to the Board. H e says, in reference to his church, the 
underscoring of the first line only, is his : 

Uet-tu g Baptist Church.—" This is a feeble folk and fewT in number, only eight 
native members, counting all that are here, and that includes three that were members 
of what was termed the Fir t Baptist Church." These three were all that be
longed to the First Church except those that were away. 

It is thus manifest from his own showing, that he did unite the two churches. 
The Board were not aggrieved by this simple act, but at the manner in which it was 
done, and at the apparent equivocation, as well as the general spirit evinced in re
gard to it. 

Another violation of promise will be found in a letter addressed to Rev. P. S. 
Gayle. This letter refers to his difficulty with A-Chun. He sharply rebukes Mr. 
Gayle for writing to tbe Board on tbe subject, and on the whole, indicates the same 
unlovely spirit which bad before occasioned so much regret. It is proper also to 
say, that there are assertions in this letter which do not accord with the facts of the 
case. H e says, " There was no accusation in it ivorfhy of the consideration of the 
Board." "There was nothing tangible for them to reprove me, nor did they do it." 
This gives an improper coloring to the affair altogether. It is true the Board did 
not record this matter on their minutes, yet they unequivocally condemned his 
whole course towards the Chinese, and so informed him. One member of the 
Board, especially, in whose house Mr. Roberts and A-Chun were entertained, spoke 
in decided terms of disapprobation of the conduct of the former towards the latter. 
Besides, he had made confession of the impropriety of his course in this tiling In 
the latter part of the above named letter, he speaks as if he were in the full confi
dence of the Board. " Are you aware (he says) of the responsibility I a m now 
sustaining all alone, under the Board ? It is tremendous! The whole Canton 
mission, treasury, printing, preaching, assistants, and property, church, all, even 
the honor of the Board and mission, both at home and here, devolve on me. Could 
any thing less than full confidence suffice in such a case ?" H e knew at the time 
he wrote, that he did not enjoy the full confidence of the Board. In sending him 
back to China, he knew that it was with many doubts respecting its expediency. 
It was more in consideration of the excellent lady who, in marrying him, had devoted herself to the self-denying work of a missionary, that many of the members 
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give a reluctant vote in the affirmative, than from any well grounded expectati. n 
t..at he would materially change hits cour.se. 

Shortly after, letters were received containing certain queries, which betray a 
want of judgment and tend to awaken suspicion towards his associates. 

It will not be improper also to state, that during the year 1850, numerous letters 
of complaint, in regard to funds, were received. W h e n he arrived at Canton on his 
return from America.no other missionary of the Board was in the city, except Miss 
Baker. At that time, August 16, 1850, he had in hand $1,083 43. Before the 
close of the year additional sums had been received by him, to the amount of 
$1,604 25, making about $2,700. At the close of 1850, Miss Baker left for Shang
hai, so that Mr. Roberts, with his family, was the only missionary of the Board in 
Canton, from the beginning of 1851. Subsequently, other funds were forwarded, 
and still, for several months in succession, he writes in a complaining manner, and 
threatens to make an appeal directly to his Kentucky friends. 

Mention will now be made of a serious difficulty which took place between Mr. 
Roberts and the Pedo-Bapt;st missionaries in Canton, and subsequently between 
him and Miss Baker, which coming to the knowledge of the Board, brought the.n 
to the issue to which they had been tending. It may be well to state as prelimi
nary, that for several months before Mr. Roberts' return to this country, he urged 
upon the Board, as an important measure, the appointment of two single ladies, to 
be connected with the mission as teachers, and for the purpose of bringing the 
truth in contact with the minds of females in China. It was with reference to his 
earnest entreaty, that Miss Baker, who had been several years employed as a 
teacher, and who h.id manifested a deep interest in the spiritual welfare of the 
heathen, was appointed and placed in connection with the Canton mission, under 
the protection of Mr. Roberts. As explanatory of the difficulty to which allusion 
has been made, we beg leave to copy from a letter received from Rev. J. B. French, 
one of the missionaries then, and now resident in Canton. Having introduced the 
subject, he thus proceeds:* 

" Mr. R. and family, including Miss B., were living temporarily with the Rev. 
I. G. Bridgman, of the American Board of Commissioners. Mr. Bridgman's health 
had been declining for some time, and on Sabbath morning, the 1st day of Decem
ber, 1850, in a fit of insanity, he attempted to destroy himself by cutting his throat 
with a razor. Mrs. R and Miss B were alone with him in the house at the time, 
and there was no foreigner nearer than the factories, a distance of a fourth of a 
mile. The first intimation they had of the dreadful event, was seeing Mr. B. come 
out of his room with the blood flowing down aud a razor in his hand. They sup
posed of course, that he wished to take their lives also, and with feelings which can 
be better imagined than described, they rushed into their room and bolted the door. 
Each snatched a pencil and wrote a hasty line to their missionary friends up and 
down, the river, apprising them of their dreadful situation. Dr. Happer and my
self were the first to arrive on the spot; we found Miss B at the foot of the stairs, 
weeping and wringing her hands in agony, and Mrs. R. was in her room on her 
bed. In a little while other missionaries came; and soon the servant who had 
been dispatched to Mr. R. returned. H e brought with him the note which 1 have 
described above. It was handed to Miss B. by whose side I was sitting at the 
time; and in the excitement of tbe moment, she opened the note before taking it 
to Mrs. R., and read it. The note, as I have said, was unsealed and written with 
a lead-pencil, upon a small scrap of paper. Miss B. knew that it was an answer to 
the one Mrs. R. had written to Mr. R., begging him to come up without delay, and 
she was as truly interested in its contents as was Mrs. R. herself, Mr. R. being the 
only protector to w h o m she could look in the trying situation in which she was 
placed. Upon reading the note Miss B. uttered an involuntary exclamation of 
horror and surprise, which she felt called upon to explain to m e by repeating the 
words of the note. They were as follows : "Let the dead bury the dead, I must 
preach the gospel. Mr. B. has enough of his own Board to attend him." She made 
no comment upon the contents of the note, for it needed none, but merely repeated 
* The information of the facts contained in Mr. French's letter, was originally conveyed to the 
Board hy letter from Rev. Geo. Pearcy, of Shanghai, as explanatory of Miss Baker's arrival in that 
citv These communications are substantially the same, but as Mr. French was upon the-grotind, and actually privy to all the circumstances, it is preferred to publish his letter. 
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its contents. I mentioned the contents of this strange note to some one of the mis
sionaries, and it thus got to Mr. Bonney's ears, who immediately called upon Mr. 
R. and requested an explanation of if. After Mr. Bonney's visit, Mr. R. called on 
Miss B., who was then living with Dr. and Mrs. Happer, and accused her of having 
circulated reports about him, of having slandered him, & c , & c , and his manner 
toward her was so rude and unkind, as to give great pain to all in the house, who 
could not help overhearing, from his loud voice, a good deal of his conversation 
which took place. His manner at length became so unpleasant to Miss B., that 
she arose from her seat and left the room, declining to have any farther conversa
tion with him, except in the presence of a third party. As soon as I heard that 
Mr. R. had taken so much offence at what Miss B. had done, I addressed him a 
note, explaining fully the circumstances under which the contents of the ncte came 
to be known, & c , &c. A copy of this note I herewith enclose. I ought to have 
mentioned above, that Miss B. in the course of the interview with Mr. R., apolo
gized to him for having read the note, regretted that she had done so, and stated 
that it was the first time that she had ever done so, and that she trusted no circum
stances would ever in future induce a repetition of the act. After this interview 
with Miss B., Mr. R. sent to Mr. Bonney, who was living at Wampoa, 12 miles 
from Canton, two notes, one dated Dec. 12, a copy of which I enclose, and one 
dated Dec. 18. In the former he refers to Miss B. as " unlawfully opening his 
note and misconstruing its tenor and intent, and as having circulated an evil re
port respecting it;" and he also alludes to the misconstruction and slander of the 
report. In the latter, he requested Mr. B. to show his letter of the 12th to m e 
and to the other missionaries who had heard of his note, and after Miss B. had 
made every apology which could have been expected of her. On the afternoon of 
the 2nd of January, 1851, at the request of Mr. R. and Miss B., a meeting was ap
pointed at the house of Dr. Ball, at which Dr. B. and myself were requested to 
attend, for the purpose of amicably settling the difficulties betwen the respective 
parties. At this, Miss B. again, without any hesitation, made every apology which 
it was thought proper for her to make, and Mr. R. also apologized for what he had 
said and written of Miss B; and it was understood that Mr. R. would, on the next 
day, commit to writing the apology which he had made, and the reconciliation 
would then be complete. O n the next day, January 3rd, according to arrangement 
of the preceding evening, Dr. Ball addressed a note to Mr. R., containing the sub
stance of the apology which he was expected to embody in his reply, and thus set
tle the difficulty. A copy of this letter is also herewith enclosed. To our great 
surprise and regret, however, Mr. R. on the 6th of January, wrote a reply which 
was entirely different from what we expected, and was very far from being satis
factory. Dr. B. in answering this note, stated to Mr. R. explicitly, that his note 
was " not satisfactory," and that " it was not ivhat ice were to expect after the con
versation which had taken place" at his house. A copy of this note is also enclosed. 
This, we expected, would end the matter so far as we were concerned, and shortly 
afterwards, January 23rd, Miss B. left in the steamer for Shanghai. After, how
ever, Miss B. had sailed for the north, Mr. R. concluded to write the note of apol
ogy, which he had previously declined doing. This note was immediately for
warded to Miss B., at Shanghai, and she accepted it as satisfactory. But the 
apology did not reach her, as her note of acknowledgment will show, until March 
8th, more than a month after her arrival at Shanghai." 

As further explanatory of the case, the letter written by Rev. Dr. Ball to Mr. 
Roberts, with reference to his circular which had been sent to the different mission
aries, is here appended. 
"December 31st, 1850. 
" M Y DEAR ME. ROBERTS : 

Your notes of December 12th and 18th, to Mr. Bonney, have been handed to 
me. At first I refused to look at them, for I was unwilling to know or hear any 
more about the affair. But I was told that all who had heard of it should see your 
apology. W h e n I first heard of your remark, or rather that you had quoted that 
passage of scripture, I was shocked-; the query passed through m y mind, Avhy 
does Mr. R. quote that passage ? does he not comprehend its meaning? is he unac
quainted with the circumstance and the occasion under which the passage was first 
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uttered ? did he quote it half jokingly ? The circumstances forbid the conjecture. 
I finally concluded to put it into the bag of unaccountables, which ought to be 
slung behind the back, there to be unseen and forgotten, but in m y case too often 
gets before. I have read, and read, and re-read your notes and am sorry to say 
they are not satisfactory. Yet, I would let the matter rest, if from m y silence it 
would not be inferred that I was satisfied with your apology. You say on the first 
page of your note of the 12th, 'but as I did go contrary to the tenor of the note, 
would not that have been a sufficient apology, had not some person, by unlawfully 
opening the note, and misconstruing its tenor and extent, circulated an evil report 
respecting it.' I have quoted verbatim the paragraph, and I think you have made 
matters worse. Had it not been for this, 1 would have accepted of the apology, 
namely, that you ' wrote without reflection,' putting the cause as yet unknown, 
(why you quoted such a text so generally understood, so awful in application, even 
without reflection,) among the unaccountables. If the contents of your note had 
not been known no apology from you would have been needed, so far as I know. 
You, as it was, were in not long after I was, and your tardiness, if it should be so 
called, did not excite in m e any surprise, for I had come with all speed, you being 
but little after, could be easily accounted for without any fault on your part. You 
say some one misconstrued its (the note's) tenor and intent. I have not as yet 
heard any attempt to construe the tenor of the note. I speak of the quotation. I 
suppose the tenor of the passage is as used by Christ, ' Let those who are dead in 
trespasses and sins, bury those who have become lifeless bodies.' This is the plain 
tenor of the text; what the intent of Christ was, in using such language, may have 
been various. I can conceive that he wished to put a strong case before tbe per
son who wished to go and bury his father before he professed his discipleship; but 
I do not think that the intent of the assertion stopped with the individual in 
Christ's presence, for he could have said, let others bury your father, you need not 
return for that, it is all important that you follow m e now, the happiness of eter
nity depends upon it. I think Christ intended to send to the individuals referred 
to, a solemn warning, to tell them by message, that they, though they were profes
sors, (they were Jews no doubt,) were still in their sins. Yet Christ, by using such 
language, did it not out of unkind feeling to the parties; rather it was an act of 
kindness, of faithfulness to them. 

" I repeat, I have heard no one attempt to construe its tenor, so I know of no 
misconstruction. You have construed its intent. You say ' you quoted the pas
sage only as an apology to her, (Mrs. R.,) for not going so soon as she would ex
pect;' and then you have in a parenthesis, this remarkable passage, 'not expecting 
any other person to see this note.' Then confessedly you did not write it wholly 
without reflection. You did reflect so much about the tenor, that you did not ex
pect any one but Mrs. R. would see it. You say ' some one circulated an evil re
port respecting it' (the note.) I do not know what report you refer to. All that 
I heard was, that you had answered Mrs. R's note requesting you to come, by 
quoting the passage alluded to, and I know that the surprise was general that you 
should use the language. I have as yet heard no one say, this or that was the 
Object of your quoting the text. There have been, as you may well suppose, some 
surmises about the w h y and wherefore, but I a m yet to learn there was a false re
port. You say farther, ' some person, by unlawfully opening the note.' This some 
person is undoubtedly Miss Baker, of your mission; she did open the note, and all 
the circumstances of the opening of it have been fully made known to you, and yet 
you accuse her of unlawfully opening it; at this I am deeply pained; your note 
was not sealed; so I was told by the person to w h o m it was handed, before Miss 
B. saw it. N o seal was broken by Miss B.; unlawfully opening a letter, so far as I 
know, is the breaking of its seal; nothing of this was done. All you can say about 
the opening of it was, that it was a violation of the rules of etiquette, an impro
priety. To brand the act as unlawful is slander, I should think, to say the least of 
it; but I contend that Miss B. had a right to know what was in that note, though 
I do not think she did well in opening it, neither does she, and she had made an 
apology for it before your notes were sent, charging it to her as a crime. I am 
told that Mrs. R. and Miss B. in those awful moments, when alone with a man 
who had cut his throat in a fit of derangement, and had followed them from one room to another, with blood streaming from the wound, caught a moment to make 
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known to their friends, the sad fact and their situation. Mrs. R. wrote to some 
and Miss B. to others. Among others Mrs. R. wrote to her husband, to whom 
she would naturally look for assistance in those painful, sorrowful moments, and 
as you justly say, you ought to have gone promptly to the aid of the poor man and 
not less to the aid of your distressed wife ; but your duty did not stop with Mr. 
B. and Mrs. li., you were bound to see to Miss B. Miss B. had all the claim upon 
your care at the time, that Mrs. R. had, except the higher claims of a wife, which 
Mrs. R. alone could plead. Miss B. belongs to your own church (denomination;) 
she is a member of your own mission; she was living in your own family, under 
your care. If the Board had not, in so many words, put her under your protec
tion, it was because tbe providence of God had prevented. Miss B. had heighten
ed this claim by her attention to your family when-sick. So I say she had a right 
to look to you, to call upon you for protection and advice; she had a right to 
know what was in the note. When your note was reported, when it was handed 
her, Is it surprising, that she in the circumstances that she was, should open it to 
see why you had sent a note to tell why you were not present? and is it surprising 
that she should read, ' let the dead bury their dead, but I must preach the gospel,' 
with an exclamation. If the note had been opened by Mrs. R., I say that Miss B. 
had a right to know the cause you were not present. Have you yet formed any 
idea of the situation they must have been in, especially when Mr. B. was following 
them fr _>m room to room ? D o you know that Mrs. R. was found by those who 
first went in the bed room on her bed, apparently in great distress, and that Miss 
B. was found down stairs weeping and wringing her hands ? But to close this 
note which has gone beyond m y patience, you will clearly infer that I expect you 
will plainly say, that by quoting the passage alluded to, you did not intend, in any 
respect, it should apply to the missionary or religious character of your brethren. 
You will infer too, that 1 do think you owe Miss Baker an apology for the charges 
you bring against her, of unlawfully opening your note, misconstruing it, and cir-
lating an evil report respecting it. .Nothing of this has been done, so far as I 
know." 
The following note from Rev. Mr. French to Mr. Roberts, dated the 17th of De
cember, 1850, will also serve to throw light on the subject. 

"MY DEAR Mit. ROBERTS: 

I am grieved to learn that I have been the unfortunate occasion of exciting your 
displeasure against Miss Baker, and of causing you to manifest that displeasure in 
a way which would not fail to inflict upon her the severest pain. I feel, therefore, 
that it is due to her, as well as to myself, that I should make a brief explanation of 
the way in which the contents of your note came to be known. I happened to be 
sitting by the. side of Miss B., at Fu-tse Hong, when your note came in on Sabbath 
morning, and excited as she was by the dreadful event which had just occurred, 
she opened it, and upon reading it uttered an involuntary exclamation of surprise. 
This she afterwards explained to m e by communicating the contents of your note. 
I mentioned the matter to Mrs. H., and she to Mr. Bonney. I regret, on Miss 
Baker's account, that I mentioned the matter to any one; but I supposed that so 
far as you were concerned, if you could write such a note under the circumstances, 
and that to your own wife, placed as she was in the most trying conceivable situa
tion, without any protector near, it was because you felt what you said, and if any 
thing, would glory in what you had written. You have, I believe, denounced what 
I have said as a slander. If it is untrue you can easily prove it such, by produc
ing tbe note, and no one, I assure you, will be more happy than myself, to be con
vinced that this is the ca,se ; and I need hardly add that I will spare no pains to 
correct any evil impressions which may have been produced. If what I have said 
is true, I cannot see upon what grounds you denominate it a slander, and I respect
fully submit it whether it would not have been more honorable to yourself, and 
more in accordance with the principles of the gospel, if when you learned that your 
brethren were grievei! by what you had written, instead of exhibiting so much un
kind feeling towards her who had been the innocent cause of the contents of your 
note being known, you had manifested the feeling of sorrow that you had given so 
great an occasion of offence. If there is any one in Canton from whom, above all 
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others, such a note ought not to have come, that person is yourself. You have 
personally, on more occasions than one, received no little kindness from the differ
ent members of the Board with which Mr. Bridgman was connected. And you 
know too, that at the very time when your note was written, the members of your 
household were living under the roof of the person in reference to whom you so 
unfeelingly wrote, and were under much obligation to him. Not only did you 
write that note, but throughout the whole of the illness of Mr. B., though you 
knew it was necessary for two persons to be with him constantly, night and day, 
you never, at any time, or in any way, offered your services ; nor did you ever 
come or send to the Hong to inquire after his health, except when other business 
required you to come. 1 do not write this in unkind feeling, but because I, as well 
as the rest of your brethren, have been pained, deeply pained at the course you 
have taken, and because I have been especially grieved at the feeling you have 
manifested since you have been apprised of the pain you have occasioned. I pray 
that you may be "led to see the uncharitable and unchristian nature of the course 
you have pursued, and that we all may be brought to repentance for our sins, and 
to a more perfect conformity in all things to the will of God." 

It will thus be seen that while Miss B. expressed regret at having read the un
sealed note, and avowed that it was done in the overwhelming excitement of the 
occasion, supposing that it contained an announcement of his speedy return, and 
that she intended no injury to him, his hostility remained unappeased, and it be
came necessary for her to leave Canton in order that she might continue in connec
tion with the missions of tbe Board. She arrived at Shanghai, February 2, 1851. 
In explanation of her transfer to that mission, Rev. George Pearcy wrote to the 
Board, presenting tbe particulars as contained in the letter of Mr. French. At the 
time of writing to the Board, be wrote also to Mr. Roberts, informing him that the 
facts had been communicated to the Board. 

In the mean time, after Miss Baker had gone to Shanghai, Mr. Roberts was 
brought to see his error, and sent a written apology to Dr. Ball, withdrawing all 
his charges against M b s B. This note of apology was transmitted to her. Dr. 
Ball, in sending it, remarks: " I took the position I did, when you were present, 
that'you bad not, by any means, been guilty of the charges he had penned against 
you. and that he had gratuitously charged you. By his Matt, xviii. 15-16: he 
ouo-bt to have seen you privately, and then in company, before he circulated his 
note. I kept to m y text, bringing him up to the point frequently, and I believe 

he saw his mistake." 
In a letter written to the Board March 5, 1851, Mr. Roberts adds a postscript 

with the following: " I dislike to mention, nor would I, but for a note received 
from Brother Pearcy, that just before Sister B. left us, a little difficulty arose out 
of her opening a note addressed to Mrs. Roberts, which, however, was settled ac
cording to the directions of our Saviour, Matt, xviii, 15-16. This is all I have to 

say on the subject." 
It will be seen that this statement does not accord with the facts of the case. So 

far from being settled by him according to Matt, xviii. 15-16, the whole subject of 
Grievance was made public by him in a circular written and sent to all the Pedo-
Baptist missionaries of Canton and vicinity. The missionaries endeavored to drive 
him from the position of hostility he occupied towards Miss B., but up to the time 
she left Canton and indeed beyond that time, the difficulty remained unadjusted. 
It was not until after she left for Shanghai, and with much endeavor on the part of 
the missionaries, that he vielded and became reconciled to her. 
Information of these difficulties with the Canton missionaries, having reached 

the Board it became a serious question whether the time had not arrived, when 
reeard for'the great interests of the mission cause demanded a recall of Mr. Roberts. 
The whole subject was carefully considered. H A D T H E RE C E N T DIFFICULTIES 
AIONE BEEN REGARDED, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN UNWILLING TO PROCEED WITH
OUT FIRST CONFERRING WITH M R . ROBERTS, AND RECEIVING ALL THE TESTIMONY 
ON THE OTHER SIDE. BUT THEY ACTED IN VIEW OF ALL THE FACTS, AS THEY 
WEHB CONNECTFD WITH HIS WHOLE HISTORY AND CHARACTER. It Was manifest 
that'no change had been wrought in his spirit, notwithstanding all his confessions 
and pledges &and they saw no reason to hope for any future change. In determin-
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ing his recall, they did not pretend to decide upon his Cliristian character. Although 
many of his peculiarities seemed to them to be inconsistent with the Christian 
spirit, yet they were willing to place the most charitable construction upon his 
acts and to attribute them to mental obtu.eness, rather than a positive want of 
piety. They knew too, that he had been diligent, particularly in the distribution 
of the Scriptures and tracts. But still, considering his course from the beginning, 
he appeared to them to be seriously deficient in soundness of judgment, and in his 
general views of moral obligations, allowing himself too much to act upon the prin
ciple that the end sanctifies the means. 

The serious question which had well nigh been affirmatively answered when he 
was in America, whether the relation between him and them should be closed, was 
thus again urged upon them. They dared not shrink from it. N o private per
sonal ends could be subserved in withdrawing from their missionary, and nothing 
but a stern sense of duty to the Convention and to God, could have sustained them 
in the act. The report of the committee as presented at the commencement of 
this statement, was adopted. The reader will please read again that report. 

It will now be proper to say a word respecting the appeal made by Mr. Roberts 
and others, for a re-consideration of their vote. They were not unwilling to revoke 
their decision, if a fair review of the whole subject should seem to demand it. The 
question was re-considered and referred to a select committee. The committee 
carefully considered all the documents and arguments bearing on the subject, and 
reported adversely to the revocation of the act of recall. The Board then reviewed 
for themselves, the whole ground and unanimously resolved to adhere to their for
mer decision. They saw nothing in the defence of Mr. R., or the certificates for
warded by him, which materially affected the question at issue. It was manifest 
that the various individuals who furnished these certificates, H A D B E E N M I S L E D 
A S T O T H E G R O U N D S U P O N W H I C H T H E B O A R D H A D A C T E D . These certificates were 

given upon the presumption that Mr. R. was recalled simply on account of the 
difficulty with Miss Baker and Mr. Bridgman, and that the testimony upon which 
they proceeded was exparte, and furnished by those who were hostile and preju
diced. All this was contrary to the facts. The unpleasant affair occurring at the 
time of Mr. Bridgman's death, was not the ground of recall, but onl}r one of a series 
of imprudences in the history of Mr. Roberts ; and no facts were elicited by the 
certificates which indicated a change in his purpose and character. The Board 
were therefore, upon re-consideration, but the more confirmed in their conviction 
of the propriety of his recall. 

One of the missionaries of another denomination, and who signed the certificates, 
thus writes without solicitation: " For fear that the notes which the missionaries 
here signed at Mr. Roberts' request, may have been misunderstood at home, I may 
state that we never intended in the least, to express any disapproval of the action 
which the committee felt themselves called upon to take in reference to Mr. R., 
but merely to express the hope that the difficulties in relation to Mr. Bridgman 
and Miss Baker, might be overlooked and forgotten by the Board. Copies of these 
notes were, much to our surprise, exhibited at Hong Kong, and the impression was 
created in the minds of some, that we, the missionaries at Canton, disapproved of 
the course tbe Southern Board had taken. That impression has since been re
moved, and I make this statement now, for fear that a similar impression may have 
been made upon some of tbe members of your Board." 

A n intimation has been thrown out by Mr. Roberts, that the Board had in their 
action cut him off from all supplies, and thus left him at once in a destitute condi
tion. This is not true. They provided for the payment of all his expenses until 
a comfortable conveyance to this country should be secured, and for the expenses 
incident to his return to his friends. At the same time, if he should choose to re
main in China and could prosecute his work in any other connection, they did not 
wish to interfere. 

The Board have now to say, that with all the defence set up by Mr. Roberts, 
and published in the papers, tbey see no reason to regret the position they occupy 
towards him. If they have erred, it is perhaps in failing to dismiss him when he 
was in this country. But dealing charitably, they did what they thought was 
right. And now they are willing to submit the case to the decision of their brethren. It will be remembered that when united with the Triennial Baptist Conven-
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tion, a, most unpleasant state of things existed, not only with respect to the mis
sionaries with w h o m he was laboring, but the Board at home. It is known too, 
that every missionary sent out by the Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
to the Chinese empire, and being associated with him, has expressed disapprobation 
of his course, and since his recall, one of the best missionaries of another Board, 
and one too, whose certificate has been relied upon in his vindication, has used the 
following language: 

" I have heretofore carefully abstained from expressing any opinion in reference 
to Mr. R's case, or from saying any thing which might influence the action of the 
Board in any way. N o w that the matter has been finally settled, I feel that 
there is not the same cause for reserve. I believe there is no missionary in 
Canton who disapproves of the action of the Board. 1 a m certain there is no 
one who would consent to be connected in the same mission with Mr. R., 
neither do I believe you could send any men who could labor comfortably or har
moniously with him." 
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