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Preamble and Constitution. 

W e , the delegates from Missionary Societies, churches and other religious 
bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the United States, 

met in Convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our constituents by organ­
izing a plan for eliciting, combining and directing the energies of the 

whole denomination in one sacred effort for the propagation of the gospel, 
agree to the following rules or fundamental principles: 

ARTICLE I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist Convention." 
A R T . II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote foreign 

and domestic missions, and other important objects connected with the 
Redeemer's Kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such portions of 
the Baptist denomination in the United States as may desire a general 
organization for Christian benevolence, which shall fully respect the inde­
pendence and equal rights of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist of members who contribute funds, 
or are delegated by religious bodies contributing funds, on the basis of one 

delegate for every hundred dollars contributed to our funds at any time 
within the twelve months preceding the meeting of the body; provided, 
however, that in case of great collateral societies, composed of representa­
tives receiving contributions from different parts of the country, the ratio 
of representation shall be one delegate for every thousand dollars paid 

within the current year; but the number of such representatives shall 
never exceed five. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four Vice 
Presidents, a Treasurer, and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each 
annual meeting, and hold their office until a new election; and the officers 

of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the several 

Boards. 
A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as many 

Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for carrying out 
the benevolent objects it may determine to promote—all which Boards 
shall continue in office until a new election. Each Board shall consist of a 

President, Vice President, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor and fifteen other 
members; seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business. To each Board shall be 
committed during the recess of the Convention, the entire management, of 
all the affairs relating to the object with whose interest it shall be charged, 
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all of which management shall be in strict accordance with the constitu^ 

tional provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions-

as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to make-

such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it may think right';: 

fill the vacancies occurring in its own body, and enact its own by-laws. 

A R T . VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for all 
moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and disburse­

ments, and make report of them to the Convention whenever it shall be 

in session, and to his Board as often as required. H e shall also, on 

entering upon the duties of his office, give competent security to the 
President" of the Board for all the stock and funds committed to his care.. 
His books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any member of 

the Convention and of his Board. N o moneys shall be paid out of. any of 
the treasuries of the Board, but by an order from that Board from whose 
treasury the money is to be drawn, which order shall be signed by the 
presiding officer. 

A R T . VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards shall 

maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public bodies as 
the interests of their respective bodies may require. Copies of all such 
communications, with their answers, if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

A R T . VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall keep a 
fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents as may be 
committed to them for the purpose. 

A R T . IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries and agents appointed by 
the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be members of some regular 
church, in union with the churches composing this Convention. 

A R T . X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Convention 
must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of genuine piety, 
fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and talents which fit them for the 
service for which they offer themselves. 

A R T . XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Convention shall 
have the right to specify the object or objects to which their contributions 

shall be applied. But when no such specification is made, the Convention 
will make the appropriation at its own discretion. 

A R T . XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but extra 
meetings may be called by the President, with the approbation of any one 
of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending delegates shall 

form a quorum for the transaction of business. The President, or in the 
event of his death, any of the Vice Presidents, of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, postpone or alter the place of the meeting 
of the Convention, when it may be deemed by him inexpedient to convene 
at the time or place appointed. 

A R T . XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be made 
in these Articles, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, at any 
annual meeting of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

RICHMOND, VA., Thursday, May 11th, 1876. 
« 

The Southern Baptist Convention met, by appointment, at 
the First Baptist Church, Richmond, Va.,at 10 o'clock, A. M., 
the President, James P. Boyce, in the chair. The hymn com­
mencing " Come thou Fount of every blessing" was sung, the 
President read Psalms cxxv, cxxviii, cxxxiii, and Thomas 
Dawson led in prayer. 

2. In the absence of the Secretaries, and on motion of A. C. 
Caperton, C. C. Bitting and 0. F. Gregory were appointed 
Secretaries. 
3. On call of States, the names of delegates were reported 

and, as subsequently enrolled by the Committee on Credentials 
of Delegates, were recorded as follows: 

MARYLAND. 

First Baptist Church, Baltimore—J. W . M. Williams, O. F. Flippo, D. D. Read, 

E. Calvin "Williams, John A. McFadden. 

Seventh Baptist Church, Baltimore—J. Frank Brown, W . B. Davidson, D. K. 

Bayne, Samuel Saunders, George W . Beale. 

Seventh Baptist Church Sunday School, Baltimore—Henry R. Crane. 

Eutaw Place Baptist Church, Baltimore—Richard Fuller, Miles S. Read, Hiram 

Woods, Thomas M. Johnson, Joshua Levering, James R. Edmunds, B. B. Warren,, 

Lewis Raymo, R. M. J. Harker. 

Franklin Square Baptist Church, Baltimore—W. Judson Brown, Patterson Bayne,. 

C. West, George F. Adams. 

Lee Street Baptist Church, Baltimore—John Pollard, F. B. LaBarrer, Jas. Pollard. 

High Street Baptist Church, Baltimore—J. T. Craig, B. G. Parker, W m . Rogers, 

Charles Parker, Samuel W . Duval. 

Broadway Baptist Church, Baltimore—A. J. Hires. 

Rockville Church—W. Viers Bouic. 

VIRGINIA. 

C. C. Bitting, H. C. Burnett, A. Broaddus, S. C. Boston, A. Bagby, A. C. Barron,. 

A. B. Brown, J. R. Bagby, J. L. M. Curry, J. L. Carroll, J. D. Coleman, C. R. Dick--
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inson, W. F. Dunaway, T. S. Dunaway, N. K. Davis, J. F. Deans, T. T. Eaton, 
W. H. Gwathmey, J. R. Garlick, S. S. Gresham, W. E. Hatcher, H. H. Harris, J. B. 
Hutson, L. J. Haley, J. E. L. Holmes, R. D. Haymore, T. Hume Jr., J. E. Hutson, 
G. J. Hobday, J. Wm. Jones, R. Jones, W. H. Kirk, I. B. Lake, Charles Manly, W. 
A. Montgomery, James Nelson, G. H. Northam, A. E. Owen, B. Puryear, W. S. Pe-
nick, J. M. Pilcher, H. Petty, D. G. Potts, C. H. Ryland, Wm. Slate, C. T. Sutherlin, 
Thomas W. Sydnor, H. A. Tupper, James Thomas Jr., J. B. Turpin, J. O. Turpin, 
Thomas Tabb, C. Tyree, W. D. Thomas, E. W. Warren. J. B. Watkins, John C. Wil­
liams, Edwin Wortham, W. H. Williams, G. F. Williams, D. A. Woodson, W. A. 
Whitescarver, D. B. Winfree, J. W. Ward, F. M. Latham, J. M. Garnett, H. H. 
Wyer, B. G# Manard, E. T. Fristoe, J. H. Cuthbert, J. W. Clark, W. H. Young, J. 
K. Faulkner, G. M. Gordon, A. B. Willingham, W. R. Vaughan, A. T. Scott, L. R. 
Dickinson, W. S. Bland, J. K. Speight, A. F. Davidson, J. T. Randolph, J. O. Kirk, 
R. W. Cridlin, W. G. Roane, Jesse Perkins, C. F. James, L. R. Chiles, T. H. Ellett, 
Alex'r Eubank, J. M. Butler, F. H. James, Fred. M. Wills, W. J. Shipman, Thomas 
J. Evans, W. D. Rice, K. B. Tupper, G. W. Garnett, T. B. Shepherd, A. Broaddus Jr., 
C. Quarles, John Hart, C. L. James, G. H. Snead, H. G. Crews, A. B. Smith, Joseph 
H. Gwathmey, J. B. Jeter, A. E. Dickinson, T. W. Lewis. 
Charlottesville Baptist Church—R. H. Rawlings. 
Second Baptist Church, Richmond—J. B. Winston, Jud. B. Wood, Thos. J. Starke, 

John F. Tanner, Henry K. Ellyson. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 
S. F. Taylor. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

W. R. Gaultney, C. Durham, F. H. Jones, J. A. Stradley, F. R. Underwood, R. 
H. Marsh, S. F. Conrad, A. C. Dixon, J. B. Taylor, C. E. Taylor, G. W. Harman, J. 
B. Boone, J. M. Heck, V. I'Anson, E. Frost, J. C. Turner, E. Dodson, C. L. Wil­
son, G. R. French, J. M. French, T. H. Pritchard, M. T. Norris, C. T. Bailey, J. M. 
Cashon, J. F. Cashon, J. B. Richardson, T. J. Rooke, J. H. Vernon, S. O. Wilson, N. 
B. Kennedy, R. H. Griffith, W. S. Fontaine, A. F. Purefoy, M. M. Welch, L. C. 
Perkinson, A. D. Cohen, J. S. Bridgers, K. Thompson, A. B. Harriss, F. H. Ivey, J. 
B. Wilkinson, E. W. Manning. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

J. C. Furman, C. H. Toy, A. B. Woodfin, J. K. Mendenhall, A. W. Lamar, J. A. 
Chambliss, T. P. Smith, J. H. Dargan, R. N. Pratt, J. L. Vass, O. F. Gregory, W. 
C. Lindsay, L. Broaddus, J. C. Hudson, Julius C. Smith, J. S. Withers, L. C. Ezell, 
A. J. Dodamead, T. M. Golfin, Thomas Dawson, J. B. O'Bannon, T. S. Wilbur, J. 
G. McKissick, F. C. Jeter, J. B. Hartwell. 

Greenville Baptist Church—J. C. Hiden, G. G. Wells, W. W. Sanders, W. T. Shu­
mate, Samuel Stradley. 
Chester Baptist Church—J. S. Harden. 

Young Ladies Society of Citadel Square Baptist Church, Charleston—Zimmerman 
Davis. 

Sunday School of Citadel Square Baptist Church, Charleston—Wm. Thayer. 
Welsh Neck Association—W. H. Strickland, B. W. Edwards, R. W. Lide, John 

Stout. 
Saluda Association—Joseph N. Brown. 
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GEORGIA. 

State Convention—P. H. Mell, S. Boykin, A. Pope Abell, A. K. Seago, W . H. 
Davis, A. J. Beck, M. L. Duggan. 

Georgia Association—L. R. L. Jennings, J. H. Kilpatrick, C. H. Strickland. 

Baird's Church—J. R. Sanders. 

ALABAMA. 

W . H. Mcintosh, J. O'B. Lowry, W . H. Williams, D. W . Gwin, C. B. Miller, E. 

T. Winkler, J. B. Lovelace, B. F. Riley. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

W . E. Berry, J. H. Eager. E. E. King. 

Carrollton Baptist Church—H. F. Sproles. 

LOUISIANA. 

State Convention—George B. Eager. 

TEXAS. 

State Convention—G. B. Davis. J. W . D. Creath, J. B. Link" 

First Baptist Church, Galveston—Wm. Howard, C. R. Breedlove. 

General Association—W. O. Bailey. 

MISSOURI. 

M. J. Breaker, M. L. Bibb, J. P. Green. 

FLORIDA. 

J. H. Tomkies. 

TENNESSEE. 

General Association of East Tennessee—A. E. Rogers, O. C. Pope. 

Central Church, Memphis—S. Landrum. 

First Baptist Church, Nashville—T. G. Jones. 

KENTUCKY. 

J. P. Boyce, A. C. Caperton, C. E. W . Dobbs, Cad. Lewis, F. H. Kerfoot, John L. 

Smith, S. L. Helm, G. F. Bagby, J. M. Frost, Jr., G. S. Williams, John Mcintosh, 

Joseph W . Warder, Z. T. Leavell, J. L. Burrows, W m . Harris, W . M. Pratt, T. C. 

Stackhouse, Henry McDonald, T. G. Keen, H. F. Buckner, W m . McComb. 

Broadway Church, Louisville—J. B. Hawthorne. 

4. The order of business being the election of officers, Z. 
Davis, J. E. L. Holmes and W . O. Bailey were appointed 
tellers for the election of President, and reported the election 
of James P. Boyce to the office of President of the Conven­

tion. 

5. 0. C. Pope, W m . Harris and H. F. Sproles were appointed 
tellers for the election of Vice President, and reported the elec-
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tion of P. H. Mell, J. L. M. Curry, Hiram Woods and S. Lan­
drum, Vice Presidents of the Convention. 

6. W. H. Williams, J. C. Green and F. L. Underwood were 
appointed tellers for the election of Secretaries, and reported 
the election of C. C. Bitting, and E. Calvin Williams, Secre­
taries of the Convention. 

7. Pending the reports of tellers, the Convention engaged in 
devotional exercises, and R. Fuller, G. W. Samson, and Geo. 
C. Lorimer addressed the body. 
8. On motion of J. W. M. Williams, an abstract of the Re­

port of the Foreign Mission Board was read by H. A. Tupper, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
9. On motion of J. B. Jeter, the reports of tbe Treasurer 

and Auditor of the Foreign Mission Board were read by H. 
A. Tupper, wben 

10. On motion of C. C. Bitting, 

RESOLVED, That appropriate parts of the Report of the Foreign Mission Board 

be referred to committees as follows: I. On Bequests; 2, On Woman's Work; 3. 

On Treasurer's Report; 4. On Foreign Mission Journal; 5. On African Missions; 6. 

On China Missions; 7. On Italian Missions. 

RESOLVED, That Foreign Missions be made the order of the day for 11 o'clock, 

A. M. on Friday,* instead of the usual mass meeting. 

11. On motion of T. T. Eaton, 

RESOLVED, That Mell's Parliamentary Practice be the Rules of Order for this. 

body. 

RESOLVED, That committees be called upon to report in the order in which 

they are appointed by the President. 

12. On motion of J. B. Watkins, 

RESOLVED, That this Convention will hold only two sessions per day—one be­

ginning at 9:30 o'clock, A. M., and closing at 2 o'clock, P. M.; the other beginning 

at 8:15 o'clock, P. M. and closing at pleasure, and that the time from 10:30, A. M. to 

11 o'clock, A. M. of Friday, and thereafter from 11:30, A. M. to 12 o'clock, M. on 

subsequent days of the sessions, be devoted to devotional exercises.. 

13. On motion, a Committee on Devotional Exercises was ap­
pointed consisting of E. W. Warren, C. C. Bitting, W . E. 
Hatcher, J. R. Garlick, J. B. Hutson, J. M. Butler, G. F. 
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Williams, H. G. Crews, D. B. Winfree, T. T. Eaton and T. S. 
Dunaway, with instructions to report the name of a preacher 
of the Annual Sermon in the absence of the appointees of the 
last Convention. 

14. On motion, visiting brethren not delegates were invited 
to seats, when the following named brethren reported : 
New York—George W . Samson, Thomas Rambaut, R. S. 

Macarthur, S. T. Hillman, Smith Sheldon, W. H. Leavell, W . 
D. Wheeler, McCully, L. Sykes. Pennsylvania.—John C. 
Long, Henry G. Weston, 0. W. Spratt. Vermont—J. B. Far­
rar. Ohio—Duncan McGregor. Washington—C. C. Meador, 
W . M. Ingersoll, A. Rothwell. Virginia—W. W . Dabney, C. 
H. Corey. Canada—Thomas Howland, T. J. Porter.—Massa­
chusetts.—Geo. C. Lorimer. 
15. On motion, a Committee on Time, Place and Preacher for 

the next Convention was appointed, as follows: J. H. Kilpat­
rick, J. A. Chambliss, J. B. Link, W. D. Thomas, A. B. Brown, 
J. W m . Jones, Z. T. Leavell, A. E. Rogers, C. B. Miller, S. 
W. Duvall, E. E. King, J. P. Green, C. T. Bailey, W. S. Fon­
taine, W . W . Sanders, T. M. Golfin, J. H. Tomkies. 
16. The Report of the Treasurer of the Convention was 

presented by the President and read by the Secretary, and, on 
motion, was referred to a Committee consisting of W m . Thayer, 
Hiram Woods, J. C. Williams, J. B. Lovelace, J. M. Heck. 
17. The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported the 

name of Geo. C. Lorimer, as preacher of the Annual Sermon 
in the absence of the appointees of the last Convention. Ap­
proved. 
18. On motion adjourned. Prayer by H. F. Buckner. 

THTJKSDAY, May 11, P. M. 

19. The Convention met at 8 o'clock, P. M., when the An­
nual Sermon was preached by George C. Lorimer, from 1 
Corinthians xiii, 13: " The greatest of these is charity." After 

which 
20. The Convention resumed business, the President in the 
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chair, and the Report of the Home Mission Board was read by 
W. H. Mcintosh, Corresponding Secretary. 

21. On motion of J. L. M. Curry 

RESOLVED, That appropriate parts of the Report of the Home Mission Board 
be referred to the following named committees: viz., i. On "Kind Words;" 2. On 
Indian Tribes; 3. On Report of the Treasurer; 4. On Policy of the Board. 

22. On motion adjourned. Benediction by the President. 

FRIDAY, May 12, A. M. 

23. The Convention met at 9:30 o'clock, A. M., the Presi­
dent in the chair. The hymn commencing "Sweet hour of 
prayer" was sung. Prayer by Thos. W. Sydnor. 

24. The minutes of Thursday were read and approved. 
25. The President announced the appointment of the fol­

lowing 
COMMITTEES. 

Credentials of Delegates.—Henry R. Crane, Wm. D. Thomas, James B. Taylor, 
A. W. Lamar, J. H. Kilpatrick, J. O'B. Lowry, W. E. Berry, Geo. B. Eager, G. 
B. Davis, M. L. Bibb, C. E. W. Dobbs, A. E. Rogers, J. H. Tomkies. 
On Bequests to Foreign Mission Board.—J. M. Heck, Joshua Levering, J. B. 

Taylor, B. W. Edwards, J. B. O'Bannon, W. H. Davis, A. K. Seago, Cad. Lewis, 
J. B. Link, T. Hume, Jr., W. A. Montgomery, T. W. Sydnor, J. T. Randolph, J. 
B. Boone, V. I'Anson. 
On Woman's Work..—'E. T. Winkler, J. A. Chambliss, J. M. Heck, C. H. Strick­

land, J. L. Vass, John Stout, J. H. Cuthbert, G. F. Bagby, T. C. Stackhouse, John 
Pollard, 0. F. Flippo, R. H. Marsh, R. H. Griffith, C. L. Wilson, T. T. Eaton, A. 
E. Owen, W. S. Penick, C. H. Ryland, J. B. Turpin, G. F. Williams, R. W. Crind-
lin, T. B. Shepherd. 

On Report of the Treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board.—A. P. Abell, Thomas 
P. Smith, S. Landrum, J. E. L. Holmes, J. H. Vernon, A. F. Purefoy, A. J. Dod-
amead, W. T. Shumate, S. Stradley, A. E. Rogers, D. G. Potts, W. M. Pratt, John 
L. Smith, A. C. Caperton, Reuben Jones, A. Broaddus, J. 0. Turpin, E. T. Fristoe, 
J. T. Randolph. 

On Foreign Mission Journal.—Wm. Howard, J. M. Frost, Jr., R. N. Pratt, C. 
H. Toy, W. H. Strickland, 0. F. Gregory, J. B. Boone, E. Dodson, A. D. Cohen, 
L. C. Perkinson, A. J. Beck, J. O'B. Lowry, J. B. Lovelace, D. D. Read, A. J. 
Hires, W. B. Davidson, Lewis Raymo, J. L. Carroll, Charles Manly, C. Tyree, D. 
A. Woodson. 
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On African Missions.—J. L. Burrows, J. W. Warder, T. H. Pritchard, T. W. 
Sydnor, 0. F. Flippo, G. F. Adams, W. H. Davis, W. E. Berry, M. L. Bibb, J. C. 
Furman, J. K. Mendenhall, T. Dawson, R. W. Lide, A. C. Caperton, C. E. W. 
Dobbs, J. W. D. Creath, A. Broaddus, J. F. Deans, C. H; Ryland, D. B. Winfree. 
On China Missions.—R. Fuller, H. McDonald, Cad. Lewis, T. G. Keen, A. B. 

Woodfin, J. B. Hartwell, W. C. Lindsay, L. C. Ezell, S. C. Boston, H. C. Burnett, 
A. Bagby, A. C. Barron, J. H. Eager, P. Bayne, J. R. Edmunds, J. Frank Brown, 
J. R. Sanders, W. R. Gualtney, C. Durham, F. H. Jones. 
On Italian Missions.—J. L. M. Curry, T. G. Jones; D. W. Gwin, N. K. Davis, J. 

M. Pilcher, Jno. F. Tanner, H. H. Wyer, S- Boykin, M. L. Duggan, J. B. Haw­
thorne, F. H. Kerfoot, G. S. Williams, B. B. Warren, W. Judson Brown, A. C. 
Dixon, G. W. Harmon, V. I'Anson, E. Frost, J. H. Dargan, R. W. Sanders, L. 
Broaddus, J. C. Hudson, J. S. Withers. 
On "Kind Words."—J). W. Gwin, J. H. Cuthbert, W. H. Davis, A. C. Caperton, 

T. G. Keen, John A. McFadden, H. R. Crane, J. Pollard, Z. Davis, A. J. Doda-
mead, B. W. Edwards, W. H. Strickland, A. E. Rogers, G. B. Davis, J. B. Wat­
kins, K. B. Tupper, B. G. Manard, I. B. Lake, S. Boykin, C. H. Strickland. 
On Indian Tribes.—S. L. Helm, H. F. Buckner, Geo. B. Eager, J. D. Coleman, 

W. H. Gwathmey, W. F. Dunaway, J. R. Garlick, B. Puryear, S..F. Conrad, G. 
R. French, J. F. Caslion, M. B. Kennedy, W. H. Williams, A. K. Seago, Wm. 
McComb, J. Mcintosh. 
On Report of the Treasurer of the Nome Mission Board.—H. K. Ellyson, J. B. 

Winston, Jno. F. Tanner, T. J. Starke, F. M. Latham, J. C. Smith, R. W. Lide, G. 
G. Wells, Z. Davis, T. S. Wilbur, G. R. French, H. C. Burnett, W. 0. Bailey, C. 
B. Miller, A. K. Seago, J. R. Sanders, W. M. Pratt, T. C. Stackhouse, John. L. 

Smith. 
On Policy of the Nome Mission Board.—T. G. Jones, J. W. M. Williams, J. W. 

D. Creath, A. B. Brown, W. E. Hatcher, H. H. Harris, J. B. Hutson, G. J. Hob­
day, J. W. Warder, Cad. Lewis, T. G. Keen, C. West, F. B. La Barrer, S. Saunders, 
W. E. Berry, H. F. Sproles, J. M. French, J. B. Richardson, M. M. Welch, L. C. 

Perkinson. 

26. On motion of J. B. Watkins, a Committee to Nominate 
New Boards was appointed, as follows: 

To Nominate New Boards.—J. C. Furman, T. H. Pritchard, W. D. Thomas, Wm. 
Rogers, Jno. L. Smith, J. P. Green, S. Landrum, Geo. B. Eager, H. F. Sproles, J. 
O'B. Lowry, Wm. Howard, J. H. Kilpatrick, J. H. Tomkies. 

27. On motion, leave was granted to the Committee on 
Woman's Mission Work to sit during the session of the Con­

vention. 
28. The time appointed for devotional exercises having ar­

rived J. B. Hawthorne presided, and in these exercises the fol­
lowing named brethren participated, viz., J. W . M. Williams, 
W m . Howard, J. C. Furman and Henry McDonald. 
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29. The time for the Order of the day arriving, the Presi­
dent resumed the chair and Foreign Missions were considered; 
when, on motion of T. T. Eaton, 

RESOLVED, That the encouraging results of the labors of the Foreign Mission 

Board, for the past year, should stimulate to renewed efforts and to enlarged opera­

tions. 

Pending the adoption of this resolution, addresses were 
made by J. C. Hiden, J. W . M. Williams, J. L. M. Curry and 
J. L. Burrows. 

30. On motion, a collection was taken for Foreign Missions, 
amounting to $116.91. 
31 A resolution to modify the Constitution of the Convention, 

offered by W. A. Montgomery, and discussed by W. A. 
Montgomery, J. W m . Jones, T. T. Eaton and W . D. Thomas: 
pending, 

32. On motion, adjourned. Prayer by E. Dodson. 

FRIDAY, May 12, P. M. 

33. The Convention met at 8:15 o'clock, P. M., the Presi­
dent in the chair. Prayer by H. McDonald. 

34. The resolution of W. A. Montgomery, pending at ad­
journment, was adopted as follows: 

R E S O L V E D , That a committee of one from each state be appointed to consider 

what changes, if any, in our constitution or policy are needful to increase the effi­

ciency of the Convention and bring it in closer sympathy with the denomination. 

* 
Committee.—W. A. Montgomery, E. T. Winkler, J. H. Tom-

kies, W. H. Davis, Geo. B. Eager, J. W. M. Williams, W . E. 
Berry, W. L. Bibb, R. H. Marsh, B. W . Edwards, T. G. Jones, 
J. W . D. Creath, J. W. Warder. 

35. On motion of W . H. Mcintosh, the subject of Home 
Missions was made the Order of the day for Saturday 12 
o'clock, M. 

36. The Committee on Bequests to the Foreign Mission Board 
reported by the chairman, J. M. Heck, and the report was 
adopted as follows: 
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The Committee on Bequests submit the following report, viz. By the last will of 

"Mrs. Kate H . Friend, of Virginia, there was bequeathed to the Convention a pro­

perty worth about one thousand dollars, which will be realized after the death of two 

life tenants. W e recommend the adoption of the following: 

R E S O L V E D , That with gratitude w e accept the bequest of Mrs. Friend, and com­

mend to our brethren and sisters this example. 

Your committee recommend that all the matters pertaining to the settlement of 

the interest of the Southern Baptist Convention in the estate of our deceased brother 

John Borders be referred to the President and Treasurer of this Convention, with in­

structions to take such measures as they may deem best, with power to employ counsel 

if necessary. 

In regard to the legacy of our late brother Eugene Levering, your committee are 

gratified to be able to report that the $300 deducted from the said legacy, as a United 

States succession tax, has been returned to the Convention—the. law under which it 

was retained having been repealed prior to the time the will went into effect. 

J. M . H E C K , Chairman. 

37. The Report of the Committee on Foreign Mission Journal 
was read by the Secretary and after discussion by A. C. 
Caperton, J. C. Hiden, H. A. Tupper, E. Dodson, T. G. Keen, 
J. W . M. Williams, S. L. Helm, J. L. Carroll, J. B. Jeter, B. 
W. Edwards, M. J. Breaker, E. T. Winkler, O. C. Pope, F. M. 
Wills, W m . Thayer, John Pollard, A. Broaddus, Jr., W . A. 
Montgomery, W . H. Mcintosh, W. Howard and T. T. Eaton, 
:and amendment, was adopted as follows, viz.: 

The committee to whom was referred so much of the report of the Foreign Mis­

sion Board as refers to the Foreign Mission Journal, beg leave to recommmend for 

adoption by the Convention, the following resolution: 

R E S O L V E D , That in order to communicate, more fully and regularly, missionary 

information to our people, and to meet the wants of the Board in the more careful 

preservation of its records, the Foreign Mission Board be authorized, as early as 

practicable, to resume the publication of the Foreign Mission Journal, provided that 

the H o m e Mission Board have the privilege of using one-half of its columns on as­

suming one-half the expense. 

38. On motion, the Convention adjourned. Prayer by S. L. 

Helm. 

4 
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SATURDAY, May 13, A. M. 

39. The Convention met at 9:30 o'clock, A. M., the Presi­
dent in the chair. The hymn commencing " O for a thousand 
tongues to sing" was sung. The President read Psalm xcvi, 
and prayer was led by Cornelius Tyree. 
40. The minutes of Friday were read, corrected and ap­

proved. 
41. The Report of the Committee on Woman's Work was 

read by E. T. Winkler, Chairman, and after discussion by 
Reuben Jones, was adopted, as follows: 

The Committee upon Woman's Work in Missions beg leave to make the follow­

ing report: 

The necessity of employing female Bible readers in pagan lands has now come 

to be universally admitted. They alone can obtain free access to heathen families. 

A n d their peculiar gifts of mind and heart enable them to exercise the potent influ­

ence arising from personal sympathy, social tact and a gracious instinctive enthusiasm, 

upon the heathen mother and the heathen child. Pious w o m e n are fitted in a pecu­

liar sense to be evangelists .and the educators of the household. The policy of the 

Board will be to multiply this class of laborers at our various missionary stations. 

The success attending the labors of the few who are now engaged in this department 

of evangelic work has been most encouraging. Almost all the conversions of Chinese 

women reported to us during the past year have been traced to the agency of Bible 

women. In many of our churches female missionary societies have been organized 

for the support of female missionaries. Perhaps the largest group of these societies 

is in South Carolina, where they already number as many as sixty-eight, and have 

greatly increased the missionary contribution from that liberal State. Others of a 

similar sort exist in Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, Alabama and Kentucky, and, no 

doubt, in some additional States, but w e are unable to report their number. It is 

desirable that they should be established in all. Female societies, co-operating in the 

general work of the Board, have, from the beginning, largely contributed to its reve­

nues and successes, especially in the older States. But we doubt not that this spe­

cific object will awaken an interest in behalf of missions such as they have never 
cherished heretofore. 

W e think it would be a good plan to establish a female missionary society in every 

church, which all the ladies should be invited to join. A monthly meeting, encour­

aged by the pastor, and an annual meeting, with special services, would nourish its 

vitality. Contributions might be made either through the mite boxes which the 

Board furnishes, or by regular amounts or public contributions. The gatherings could 

be divided among the objects of the Convention. So far, however, as those objects 

were made specific, they would increase the interest of the society in the work. 

T w o enterprises have already enlisted the special zeal of our female workers at 

the South—the mission house at Tungchow and that at Canton. The amount neces-
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sary for the construction of the former, known as the Moon House, has already been 

secured. That necessary for the erection of the mission house at Canton has been 

contributed with the exception of $2,000, which it is expected that the ladies of South 

Carolina and Alabama will raise during the coming Conventional year. 

In selecting other objects of Christian benevolence we would recommend to our 

female societies to correspond with Rev. Dr. Tupper, who will cheerfully assist them 

by information at his command, and, by his counsels, direct them to judicious and 

provident expenditures. Not a few of these societies might each be able to support 

a child in the mission school—the cost in China being not more than $60. Others, 

either individually, or else by forming an alliance embracing the societies of a city or a 

district, might support a female missionary—the cost for a foreign Bible reader being 

not more than $500 in China. A n annual correspondence with the persons under 

the patronage of the society or alliance would stimulate benevolence by mutual ac­

quaintance and friendship. 

W e throw out these practical suggestions, believing that, however fragmentary, 

they may encourage the formation of female missionary societies in our churches, and 

serve to give some definite directions to the labors of many which are now rising into 

existence. 

E. T. WINKLER, Chairman. 

42. On motion of John Stout, the Committee on Nomination 
of New Boards was authorized to consider the question of 
the locations of the Boards. 

43. The Report of the Committee on Indian Tribes was read 
by S. L. Helm, Chairman, and after discussion by S. L. Helm,, 
T. Dawson and H. F. Buckner, was adopted, as follows: 

Your committee to whom was referred this important work of our Home Mission 

Board beg leave to submit the following report: 

This department of our missionary labors, hitherto so prosperous, has now 

reached a crisis which must be met, or our work must begin to recede from its present 

proud position. 

Other tribes, among which may be mentioned the Delawares and Shawnees, are 

loudly calling for the Gospel. Shall w e send it to them? 

To refuse to enter this open door, and make other conquests for the Cross of 

Christ, would betray a weakness and lack of faith w e could not well explain to the 

world nor to ourselves. T o hesitate in a question of so much importance to the 

tribes which have already received the Gospel, and who are now glowing with its zeal 

to preach it in the regions beyond, would be painful and depressing to them. Not to 

follow up the brilliant victories already gained in this field of conflict for the truth, 

and push our lines into new and inviting fields, would betray a lack of faith, cour­

age and enterprise discreditable to Southern Baptists. 

Progress and success are great incentives to effort in any enterprise; and w e 

should hesitate to lose such elements of power in this part of our field of Christian 

work. 

2 



18 Southern Baptist Convention. 

To retain with firm hold the ground already occupied, apd form a strong 

base of future operation among the Indian tribes, good schools are our imperative 

necessity. The history of civilization and religion have too plainly demonstrated the 

fact that without education they are always in danger from the assaults of error and 

infidelity, to require labored arguments in this report. W e all feel the full force 

of this truth in our own country, as well as in foreign countries, where w e have gone 

with the Gospel. 

Our native preachers and converts among the Indians must be educated, if we 

expect to confer lasting benefits on these injured and wasted tribes of the forests and 

plains of our fair country. Hitherto nearly all the educational facilities enjoyed by 

them have been furnished by Pedobaptist denominations, while the Indians are essen­

tially Baptist in sentiment. The great majority of converts among them are Bap­

tists, and the majority of converted pupils in their schools are Baptists. W e can­

not hope to retain our hold on them much longer, and use the advantages thus gained, 

unless w e enter the field and establish good schools. 

The Creek nation has already enacted a law granting to the Baptists as much 

land as is necessary to conduct a school and farm, and seventy dollars {$70) per an­

num for each pupil taught in it; and the Shawnees are arranging to make us similar 

offers. By actual experiment it has been demonstrated that by prudent and skillful 

management such schools, after a few years, become not only self-sustaining, but yield 

3. good profit. The great obstacle in the way of beginning the enterprise is the lack 

of money to erect the buildings, furnish the farm, and sustain the school for a year or 

two. W e deem this claim upon our Christian benevolence and enterprise worthy of 

serious consideration and active energies, and urge upon this body to inaugurate some 

special efforts by which this needed work may be done, the Gospel sent to other 

tribes, and yet not contract our work in the States, nor lessen the means necessary to 

support the demands nearer home. 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. L. H E L M , Chairman, 

44. Pending the motion to adopt this Report, on motion, the 
devotional exercises of the session were suspended. 

45. On motion of T. G. Keen, all speeches hereafter made 
during the sessions of the Convention, except those at mass 
meetings, were ordered to be limited to ten minutes of time. 

46. Hiram Woods, Vice President, in the chair; on motion 
of J. W . M. Williams, and after discussion by W . A. Mont­
gomery, Henry McDonald, J. L. M. Curry and J. W . D. 
Creath, 

RESOLVED, That the agency of the Home Mission Board is an imperative neces­

sity to meet the present increasing wants of our people and of the Indian tribes. 

Following the discussion of this resolution a collection was 
taken for H o m e Missions, amounting to $102.04. 
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47. The Report of the Committee on " Kind Words" was 
read by D. W . Gwin, Chairman, and after discussion by S. 
Boykin, W . H. Mcintosh, B. W . Edwards, O. C. Pope, J. B. 
Jeter, E. T. Winkler, T. T. Eaton, J. B. Boone and S. Lan­
drum, the report pending, and the time for closing having 
arrived, 
The Convention adjourned. Prayer by Geo. F. Adams. 

SATURDAY, May 13, P. M. 

48. The Convention met at 8:15 o'clock, P. M., the Presi­
dent in the chair. Prayer by A. B. Smith. 

49. The pending business being the Report of the Committee 
on "Kind Words" on motion of J. L. Burrows, the pending 
business was suspended. 

50. On motion of J. L. Burrows, the subject of Education 
was made the special order for this hour, and the order limit­
ing speeches to ten minutes of time was suspended during this 
discussion. 

51. On motion of T. T. Eaton, this special order was sus­
pended, and the following resolution offered by J. L. M. Curry, 
wa s referred to the Committee to consider changes in the Constitu­

tion, viz.: 

RESOLVED, To strike out from A R T I C L E XII of the Constitution the words " a 

majority of the attending delegates shall form a quorum for the transaction of busi­

ness" 

52. The order of the hour recurring, Hiram Woods, Vice 
President, in the chair, addresses were made by James P. 
Boyce and E. T. Winkler, when, on motion of J. L. M. Curry, 

RESOLVED, That the members of this Convention feel a deep interest in the 

cause of Theological Education as embodied in the plans and working of the South­

ern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
RESOLVED, That the early completion of the endowment of this Seminary is of 

great importance to almost every interest of the Redeemer's Kingdom. 

RE S O L V E D , That we earnestly approve of the steps which its Board of Trustees 

are taking to secure this end, and warmly recommend to our brethren everywhere to 

contribute liberally and speedily for the attainment of this important end. 

RE S O L V E D , That before the expiration of the year 1876 the whole amount re­

quired for the endowment ought, if possible, to be secured. 
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53. Resuming suspended business, the Report of the Com­
mittee on " Kind Words" was adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on "Kind Words" report as follows: The paper has a bona 

fide circulation of about 112,000 copies per month. The number of subscribers to 

the weekly issue is 15,000, to the semi-monthly about 24,000, to the monthly about 

4,000. Its combined circulation is, therefore, about 43,000 or 44,000, besides the 

10,000 lesson papers issued every week. As an instructor in our Sabbath schools, by 

its weekly lessons; as a guide for the young in the principles and polity of our 

denomination, and as an agent in arousing a missionary spirit, and in giving informa­

tion concerning the missionary operations of the Convention, it is exerting a great 

and widely extended influence for good. 

Your committee heartily approve of the arrangement entered into by the H o m e 

Board with the firm of J. W . Burke & Co., of Macon, Ga., whereby that firm agrees 

to publish the paper in a satisfactory manner for the next five years, bearing all ex­

penses and paying besides a royalty of $800 per annum, in consideration of receiving 

the receipts for subscriptions. As this $800 is a royalty to be applied in extinguishing 

the debt of the H o m e Board to the firm, amounting to $4,774, the paper thus assumes 

its own indebtedness, gradually reduces it, and relieves the Board of the Convention 

to that extent. The columns of the paper, however, are to be strictly within the con­

trol of the editor lately re-elected by the Board, Rev. S. Boykin, and not at all under 

the control of the publishers. The excellent spirit and eminent capacity of Bro. 

Boykin are well known and strongly commend the paper to our patronage. 

During the last two years the paper incurred no expense to the Convention on 

account of the arrangement effected with the publishers; neither did it make any 

profit. It may not be amiss to say that the paper has been and may still be the means 

of securing liberal donations to the two Boards of the Convention for missionary pur­

poses, and thus make itself the agent for usefulness. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. W. GWIN, Chairman. 

54. The Report of the Committee on Credentials having 
been read by the Secretary of the Convention, and corrected, 
was adopted as hereinbefore recorded. 

55. The Report of the Committee on the Report of the Treasurer 
of the Foreign Mission Board was read by T. P. Smith, Chair­
man, and adopted, as follows : 

The Committee on Treasurer's Report of the Foreign Mission Board submit the 

following report: W e find the report correct and duly audited. W e congratulate 

the Convention on the efficient manner in which the financial affairs of the Board have 

been conducted. W e are called upon to express our gratitude to God, as a Conven­

tion, for the large increase of contributions and of interest manifested in foreign mis-
sions. 

THOS. P. SMITH, Chairman. 
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56. The Report of the Committee on African Missions was 
read by J. L. Burrows, Chairman, and discussed by Charles 
Manly, John Pollard, A. C. Barron, when, the Report pending, 
57. On motion of J. W m . Jones, adjourned. Prayer by T. 

G. Keen. 

MONDAY, May 15, A. M. 

58. The Convention met at 9:30 o'clock, A. M., the Presi­
dent in the chair. The hymn commencing "Jesus, I love thy 
charming name," was sung. The President read Psalm cxv. 
Prayer by H. G. Crews. 
59. On motion of J. H. Kilpatrick, the Secretary was in­

structed to omit the designations of the States after the names 
of delegates, in the body of the minutes. 
. 60. The minutes of Saturday were read and approved. 

61. On motion of B. G. Manard, and after discussion by C. 
C. Bitting, J. W . M. Williams, W. H. Davis, S. Landrum, E. 
T. Winkler, J. L. M. Curry and Richard Fuller, 

RESOLVED, That the secretaries be instructed to have printed 2,500 copies of the 

Proceedings of the Convention, without advertisements, and that the Boards be in­

structed to pay the requisite expense in proportion to the receipts of each Board f and 

that, after reserving 300 copies for the next Convention and forwarding a copy to 

each member of the Convention who furnishes his address to the secretaries, the re­

mainder to be sent to the Secretaries of the Boards, to be by them sent, expenses paid, 

to the various Conventions and General Associations connected with this body. 

62. The pending Report on African Missions was adopted, 
as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred so much of the Report of the Foreign 

Mission Board as relates to African Missions beg leave to report: 

That, in their judgment, the field stretching into the interior of Africa, from 

Lagos as a base, gives such auspicious promise as warrants the vigorous prosecution 

and enlargement of evangelizing agencies by the Board. 

Especially would the committee recommend that judicious measures be taken by 

the Board to interest our colored Baptist churches in this mission, to encourage their 

co-operation in sustaining it, and to correspond with and commission any colored 

ministers who may give satisfactory evidence that they are called of the Lord and 

qualified for usefulness in missionary work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. L. B U R R O W S , Chairman. 
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63. E. W . Warren, in behalf of W . 0. Tuggle, presented 
to the Convention a bound tile of the minutes of the Conven­
tion for the years 1870-74. 

And, on motion of E. T. Winkler, the thanks of the Con­
vention were tendered to W . 0. Tuggle for this donation. 

64. The Report of the Committee on Italian Missions was 
read by N". K. Davis, Chairman, and, after discussion by Geo. 
W . Samson, was adopted, as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the Report of the Foreign 

''Mission Board relating to Italian Missions begs leave to submit the following report: 

There is cause for devout thankfulness to God that prosperity has attended our 

mission in Italy during the year; that w e are holding seven stations where the pure 

Gospel is preached by eight earnest and devoted men of God; that in, R o m e a Bap­

tist church is now planted and ministered to by our Brother G. B. Taylor and Signro 

Cocorda; that he, by his untiring labor and judicious management of the delicate 

and exceedingly difficult trust committed to him, has proved himself so eminently, 

worthy of our Christian confidence and affection, and of our continuous and liberal 

support. 

The work which has been done by the Foreign Mission Board during the past 

Conventional year receives our hearty and grateful approbation. ' Its immediate results. 

and promising condition encourage us to greater exertions in its support, to larger 

projects and larger contributions. It is manifest from the facts now before us that 

the firm and fruitful establishment of Baptist churches in Italy is a work of far 

greater difficulty and magnitude than had been anticipated by the least hopeful among 

us. It is further manifest that w e are too fully committed to this work to allow for 

hesitation or for any discouragement in view of these difficulties; and moreover, that 

our responsibility to God and our consciences is greatly increased by the withdrawal 

of the Missionary Union from this field, thus leaving the work of American Baptist 

missions in that great and needy State resting on the hands of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. 

There seem to be two points calling for specific action, and your committee 

recommend that the Convention instruct its Foreign Mission Board: 

ist. That in the Italian Mission there be no reduction of appropriations, but, on 

the contrary, great effort be made to enlarge evangelistic labor, as in the providence 

of God opportunities arise, and to increase the contributions for this purpose, and 

2nd. That immediate measures be taken to double the present R o m e Chapel 

Fund by specific contributions, within or beyond our bounds, as the Board may deem 

advisable; and that the Board be authorized to enter into any arrangements which 

in its judgment the demands of the field and the position of the Board may justify. 

Your committee are of opinion that the Board acted wisely in not incurring 

debt in this matter; that, from a consideration of the facts, there is an urgent and 

immediate necessity for a permanent and eligible house of worship in R o m e to be 

the property of the Southern Baptist Convention; and that a sum less than $40,000* 
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will not secure one favorably located, sufficiently commodious, and of reputable ap­
pearance. 

The committee further recommend the passage of the following: 

RES O L V E D , That the Convention has heard with great satisfaction the statements 

of the President of the Foreign Mission Board respecting the present state of the 

mission in Italy as observed by him during his presence there, and respecting the 

fraternal conference held by him with our evangelists in Rome; that we hereby most 

cordially respond to their Christian salutations, lhat we exhort them to be courageous 

in God and faithful, and that we pledge to them our heartfelt sympathy in their great 

difficulties, and our support to the Gospel in their hands. 

N. K. DAVIS, Chairman. 

65. The Report of the Committee on the Report of the Treas­
urer of the Convention was read by W m . Thayer, Chairman, and 
adopted as follows: 

The Committee on Report and Account Current of the Treasurer of the Conven­

tion beg leave to report— 

The papers referred have had the attention of the committee, and they find the 

same to have been duly audited and attested by the Auditor of the Convention, Bro­

ther N. Long. The receipts by the Treasurer during the Conventional year aggregate 

$5,917.50, from the following sources: 

Bequests $4,965 00 

Dividends 120 00 

Sale of Stock of Louisville & Nashville R. R. Co.... 600 00 

Donation by Treasurer Norton , 112 50 

With cash balance per last report 120 00 

Making total cash amount $S.9r7 5° 

Of which there has been disbursed as follows : 

Amounts paid Foreign Mission Board, by order of 

the Convention $2,607 5° 

Amounts paid Home Mission Board, by order of the 

Convention 2>477 5° 

Incidental Expenses 2 00 

Re-investment in $1,500 Nashville & Decatur R. R. 

Stocks 712 50 

5.799 5o 

Showing cash balance on hand May 4, 1876 $118 00 

Your committee find that the investment made some years since in Louisville & 

Nashville Railroad stock has not proved a paying investment, hence the sale and re­

investment in Louisville & Decatur Railroad stock, which there is every reason, in the 

judgment of the Treasurer and the Auditor, to believe will regularly hereafter pay semi­

annual dividends. In connection, your committee feel called upon to make mention 

of the liberality of Treasurer Norton, in that while the original investment in Louis-
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ville & Nashville Railroad stock was not paying dividends, these have regularly been 

supplied and credited in account by Brother Norton; and also that in the invest­

ment as now reported, Brother Norton has further generously furnished the differ­

ence, $112.50, necessary for the change and re-investment of stocks. 

Your committee have also investigated the matter of amounts received under the 

bequest of John Borders, and in their judgment, from the terms of the will, the Treas­

urer was correct in receiving said amount and appropriating it as he has done : viz., 

two-thirds to Domestic Mission Board and one third to Foreign Mission Board. 

Your committee would offer the following resolutions: 

R E S O L V E D , That the change of investment as made by Treasurer Norton with 

the sanction of Auditor Long, is hereby approved by the Convention. 

R E S O L V E D , That the thanks of the Convention are due and are hereby tendered 

Treasurer Norton for furnishing the lapsed dividends on the non-paying stock of the 

Louisville & Nashville Railroad Co., also for his liberality in furnishing the necessary 

difference requisite in change of investments. 

R E S O L V E D , That the Treasurer's action in receipt and disposal of the amount on 

the account of the bequest of John Borders is sustained by this body. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM THAYER, Chairman. 

66. On motion of J. L. Carroll, the Report of the Treasurer 
of the Convention was ordered to be printed. [See Appendix C ] 

67. The Report of the Committee on the Policy of the Home 
Mission Board was read by T. G. Jones, Chairman, and adopted 
as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the consideration of the. Policy of the 

Home Mission Board beg leave to submit the following: 

They recommend, in view of the indebtedness of the Board, a continuance of its 

present policy of contraction in its operations, until it is relieved of that indebtedness. 

Recognizing the vast importance of the thorough evangelization of our own be­

loved land, the committee deeply lament this necessity for contraction, and trust that 
it will not long exist. 

The Board at Marion has, in our judgment, acted with wisdom and efficiency 

during the year just closed; and the committee are happy to say that there is reason 

to believe that, with the present efficient management of the affairs of the Board, the 

debt under which it has labored, already greatly reduced, will soon be entirely liqui­

dated. In the meanwhile they bespeak for the Board the fervent sympathy and 

earnest support of all the churches, with liberal contributions to its funds. 

T. G. J O N E S , Chairman. 

68. The Report of the Committee to Nominate New Boards 
was read by J. C. Furman, and adopted as hereinbefore 
printed. 
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69. The Report of the Committee on China Missions was read 
by Richard Fuller, Chairman, and discussed by J. B. Hartwell, 

70. When, the hour for devotional exercises having ar­
rived, J. H. Cuthbert presided, and R. Fuller, D. D. Read 
and J. B. Jeter participated. 

71. The President in the chair; the Report on China Mis­
sions was resumed, and after discussion by J. B. Jeter, was 
adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on the China Mission submit the subjoined report: 

While this nation is celebrating the Centennial of her political freedom, 

and while the flags of every civilized people are floating in harmony over the area 

chosen for this grand epoch in our history, high upreared above all those banners the 

•cross of Jesus ought to shine, streaming with light and victory; for to that cross we 

owe every blessing we enjoy, and the triumphs of that cross have been more glorious 

during the past century than during any four combined centuries since the days of the 
apostles. 

Beloved brethren, the great commission given with the parting breath of our 

adorable Redeemer has been so often repeated, that it has almost lost its exigent 

power over our hearts. Had the churches been faithful to the most sacred trust ever 

confided, we believe, to created beings, how different at this moment would be the 

condition of this earth. Without unavailing lamentations over the past, let us make 

reparation by at once taking a new departure in this great enterprise. Let us settle • 

this point, that what Jesus commands can be done, and shall be done, and that the 

gospel shall be given to all nations. 

W e all remember by what a peculiar dispensation China was opened to the gos­

pel, and no field is more inviting, whether we consider the vastness of her population, 

the intelligence of the people, the absence of those deeply seated ecclesiastical preju­

dices which inflame the worst passions of corrupt superstitions and sanctities in lands 

called Christian, or the rapidly growing intercourse between our Pacific coast and 

eastern ports once hermetically sealed against all foreign influences; and nothing is 

wanted but what the apostle felt he needed; nothing but an increase of faith in our 

churches to furnish the men and the money for penetrating that country and diffusing 

the light of the gospel through all, her provinces. This seems difficult, but we are 

girded to energy never by that which is easy, but always by that which is arduous. 

What limits can be set to the triumphs of a cause for the prosperity of which the suc­

cour of the Holy Spirit has been provided—and " all power in heaven and earth are 

given unto Jesus," who says, " I am alway with you ?" 

Brethren, let us consecrate ourselves afresh to this great work. Let our motto 

be, *' The gospel for the whole world, and the whole world for Jesus." To-day is 

well doing. To-morrow it will be well done. Christians, each of us must meet 

crosses and difficulties here; but yonder stands Jesus, holding in his hand a crown of 

massy gold, waiting to put it upon your head amidst the acclamations of saints and 

an eels. 
R I C H A R D FULLER, Chairman. 
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72. On motion of John Pollard, and after discussion by J. 
W m . Jones, and E. T. Winkler, 

RESOLVED, I. That we recognize in the series of articles lately published in the-

various papers of our denomination over the signature of " T," on the History of our 

Foreign Missions and Foreign Missionaries, an efficient means of extending mis­

sionary intelligence among our churches, and of arousing a more general and lively 

interest in the work of evangelization in heathen lands. 

R E S O L V E D , 2. That w e hereby express our deep conviction that said articles. 

should be put into a more convenient and durable form, and our earnest wish that an 

arrangement to this end be at once made. 

R E S O L V E D , 3. That we hereby pledge ourselves to aid, to the full extent of our 

ability, in the general circulation of these articles, should it be practicable to carry out 

the idea expressed in the second resolution. 

73. On motion of Charles Manly, the Report of the Secre­
tary of the Foreign Mission Board was ordered to be printed 
with the proceedings of this Convention. [See Appendix A.J 

74. On motion of J. L. Burrows, G. W . Norton was re­
elected Treasurer of the Convention. 

75. On motion of S. Landrum, K. Long was re-elected Aud­
itor for the Convention. 

76. The report of the Committee on the Report of the Treas­
urer of the Home Mission Board, was read by Henry K. Elly­
son, Chairman, and after discussion by D. W . Gwin, A. B. 
Brown, W m . Howard, J. W . D. Creath, A. C. Caperton, Cad. 
Lewis, T. G. Keen, H. F. Buckner, E. W. Warren, Charles 
Manly, C. C. Bitting, H. K. Ellyson, S. L. Helm, T. T. Eaton, 
and J. C. Furman, when, the Report pending, 

77. On motion of J. W m . Jones, the order to adjourn at 
2 o'clock was suspended. 

78. The discussion being resumed, the Report was further 
discussed by W. H. Mcintosh, when, the Report pending, 

79. On motion, adjourned. Prayer by John C. Long. 
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MONDAY, May 15, P. M. 

80. The Convention met at 8:15 o'clock, P. M., the President 
in the chair. Prayer by J. B. Hartwell. 

81. The Report of the Committee on the Report of the Treas­
urer of the Home Mission Board pending, after discussion by 
B. W . Edwards, H. K. Ellyson, W. H. Davis, J. W . M. Wil­
liams, J. B. Jeter, W m . Thayer, J. B. Lovelace, H. F. Buck­
ner, W m . Howard and S. L. Helm, the Report was adopted, 
as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred The Annual Report of the Treasurer of 

the Home Mission Board find that the receipts for the general work of the Board 

during the past year amounted to $16,831.74, exclusive of $2,287.50 from the Lever­

ing legacy, which goes to the permanent fund. The expenditures for missionaries' 

salaries were $6,459.27, of which $4,236.08 was on account of the old debt to them, 

and $1,923.19 for the current year. Paid for agents, district secretaries, and their 

traveling expenses, $3,955.92; for the salaries and traveling expenses of the Corre­

sponding Secretaries, $3,390.26; for necessary office expenses, $289.71; on account 

of the old debt of the Sunday School Board, $1,339.76; and on account of old debt, 

of the H o m e Board, $1,423.96. 

There is a marked disproportion between the receipts of the Board and the 

amount paid for the salaries and traveling expenses of Secretaries and agents, being 

as $16,831 to $7,346, or costing nearly 44 per cent, of the whole collections. A n d 

the cost of collections by agents is over 53 per cent, of what is received through, 

them. 

W e do not call attention to these unpleasant facts for the puipose of censuring 

the Board, but to impress upon the Convention the importance of adopting measures. 

to reduce the cost of gathering the offerings of God's people to a minimum far below 

what is now paid to place them in the treasury. A n imperative necessity exists for 

radical changes in our methods of securing contributions for this department of your 

work; for it is certain that if this excessive discount is not stopped, the benevolence. 

of our churches in this direction, limited though it now is, will be still further checked 

if not entirely suspended. It ought to be said in this connection that a certain amount 

of machinery, as it is called, is indispensable in conducting a grand Christian enter­

prise like that assigned to the H o m e Board, extending over so vast a territory and 

relying for the means to support it upon a people not yet trained to systematic giving. 

Little more machinery would be needed to superintend a work requiring an annual 

expenditure of $50,000 than one of $20,000. If the churches had given the H o m e 

Board twice as much last year, the per centage of expense to income would have 

been materially reduced. So also it must not be forgotten that the district secretaries 

and agents of the Board are constantly engaged in preaching the Gospel and in doing 

a large amount of other missionary work, and a considerable part of their salaries 

might be properly charged to the fund for the support of missionaries. W e mention 

too with pleasure, that the salaries of the Corresponding Secretary and agents have 
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been reduced so as to make an annual saving hereafter of $1,300. Notwithstanding 

all these palliating circumstances, it is still painfully true that w e are paying too much 

to place the gifts of the churches into the treasury of the H o m e Board. 

But it is much easier to point out the defects of the present plan of operations 

than to find a remedy for them. Your committee are sorely perplexed to know what 

action to recommend to the Convention. It is known that dissatisfaction has existed 

for several years among many of the former most liberal supporters of this Board, 

growing out of the supposed expensive administration of its affairs, and while your 

committee do not express any opinion as to the reasonableness of such complaints, 

they feel that the facts they are constrained to bring to your notice in this report will 

not lessen them. Can w e hope to raise, by our present system, a sum large enough to 

change the great disproportion between income and expense? W e fear not. Confi­

dence has been impaired, and it must be restored before the income can be materially 

increased. Some changes have already been made by the Board which will tend to 

this result. If you discharge all agents, and resolve to rely solely on your able and 

universally beloved Corresponding Secretary, and on the Baptist press and pastors of 

the South, w e shall save at once $4,000 per annum of apparent expense, and what 

may prove to be of real expense, too, if as large an amount of net contributions is 

paid to the treasurer without these agents as is now realized with their aid. Your 

committee are almost ready to recommend that the experiment be tried the coming 

year. W e would be quite prepared to do so if w e were sure that the members of the 

Convention would pledge themselves to become the active volunteer agents of the 

Board in their churches, district associations, and State conventions, not by simply 

passing a formal resolution to that effect, but by personal pledges to the Board in open 

meeting of the Convention. From these volunteer agents, and from others not pre­

sent whose services may be secured, the Corresponding Secretary might organize 

agencies in the State conventions and district associations which would raise a larger 

income for the Board, without cost, than is now collected by paid agents. Some States, 

as Virginia and Georgia, and perhaps others, now have organizations which may be 

made effective co-laborers of the H o m e Board within their boundaries; and when it 

becomes known that it is the settled policy of the Board to dispense with all paid 

agents, and to rely upon the volunteer services of the brethren, similar co-operative 

organizations will soon be formed in all the States. 

With the view of ascertaining whether the members of the Convention are will­

ing to undertake this service for the Board, w e offer the following resolution : 

R E S O L V E D , That the members of this Convention be requested to offer their services 

to the H o m e Mission Board as volunteer agents in their churches, district associations 

and State Conventions, to present to them the work and wants of the Board, and to 

secure contributions for its treasury. 

If this resolution be carried into effect, then the committee recommend the adop­

tion of the following resolution: 

R E S O L V E D , That the H o m e Mission Board, as soon as it may be done without vio­

lating existing contracts, discharge all paid agents and district secretaries, except in 

States where they find it impracticable to secure efficient voluntary agents. 

Your committee further report that the debt of the Board has been reduced to 

$6,483.44. 
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INDEBTEDNESS TO MISSIONARIES IN VARIOUS STATES. 

Georgia $585 10 

Alabama 788 12 

Louisiana 169 48 

Mississippi 153 80 

North Carolina 113 50 
Arkansas 531 87 

Florida 133 00 

Virginia ,, 192 49 

Tennessee 975 30 

South Carolina 60 00 

Indian Territory 1722 73 

Creek Orphans' School, Indian territory ' 604 80 

Texas 73 00 

$6103 19 

LIST OF INDIAN MISSIONARIES, AND AMOUNT DUE EACH. 

Peter Fulsom $339 25 

Simon Hancock , 25 00 

Lewis Cass 40 00 

W . Kunard 75 00 

Geo. Cockrum, deceased - 154 95 

Chilly Mcintosh..... , 63 00 

H. F. Buckner 591 43 

Jos. Heney 75 00 

A.Porter 75 00 

WillisBurns 284 10 

[$1722 73 

Besides this, a balance will be due to J. W . Burke & Co. at the end of the five-

years for which a contract has been entered into with them, but which it is hoped will 

be paid without any draft upon the treasury. The debt of $6,483 must be paid before 

the Board can be expected to resume in full its missionary work, and we earnestly 

urge the friends of this cause to make immediate provision for its payment. 

W e recommend that the treasurer be instructed to charge off his books the four 

notes mentioned in his report as belonging to the permanent fund amounting to $2675, 

and which are believed to be worthless. They were donations made to the Board 

some years ago, and at the time they were given were considered good. W e also re­

commend that the Board be instructed to invest the small balance of $38.87 of the 

Levering legacy in some safe interest bearing security. 
H. K. E L L Y S O N , Chairman. 

82. On motion of J. L. Carroll, the Report of the Home Mis­
sion Board was ordered to be printed with the proceedings of 
this Convention. [See appendix B.] 



30 Southern Baptist Convention. 

83. The Report of the Committee on the Re-organization of the 
Convention was read by W. A. Montgomery, Chairman, and, on 
motion, the Report was ordered to be printed for the conside­
ration of the next Convention. 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the Re-organization of the 

Convention, report that, after mature deliberation, they recommend for the present 

only the following changes in the Constitution, viz : 

In A R T I C L E XII strike out the words " a majority" and insert the words "one-

third'' 

Strike out A R T I C L E XIII, and insert 

XIII. In voting upon.any matter before the Convention, the delegates of each 

State shall be authorized to cast the entire vote to which their States are respectively 

entitled, whenever three delegates from different States shall unite in a call for such 

vote. 

xiv. The Constitution may be amended at any session of this body by a majority 

of the attending delegates when such amendment shall have been proposed at a pre­

ceding session, and published in the Minutes for the consideration of the constituents 

of the Convention. 

84. The Report of the Committee on Time, Place and Preacher 
for the next Convention was read by J. H. Kilpatrick, Chairman, 
and after discussion by W m . Howard, Cad. Lewis, Geo. B. 
Eager, T. T. Eaton, W . H. Mcintosh, E. T. Winkler, W . H. 
Davis, S. Landrum, C. E. W. Dobbs, J. B. Jeter and J. L. 
Burrows, the Report was amended and adopted, as follows: 

That the next session of this Convention be held with the Coliseum Place Bap­

tist Church, New Orleans, Louisiana, beginning at io o'clock, A. M., on Thursday 

before the second Sunday in May, 1877; and that H. McDonald preach the Conven­

tion sermon, and W . E. Hatcher be the alternate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. KILPATRICK, Chairman. 

85. On motion of IL H. Wyer, 

RESOLVED, That the necessary expenses of the Secretaries in the discharge of 

the duties pertaining to their office shall be paid in equal parts by the two Boards of 

this Convention. 

86. On Motion of J. L. M. Curry, 

RESOLVED, That the President appoint eight brethren to attend the anniversaries 

of the Societies of our Northern brethren, soon to meet at Buffalo, New York, and to 

bear those Societies our fraternal salutations. 
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The President appointed E. T. Winkler, J. A. Broadus, W. 
M. Pratt, H. McDonald, W m . Howard, A. E. Dickinson, T. 
€. Stackhouse, and W. H. Williams. 

87. On motion of Zimmerman Davis, 

RESOLVED, That the thanks of this Convention are cordially extended to the mem­

bers and congregations of the First and other Baptist churches and to those citizens 

-of Richmond who have so hospitably entertained the members of the Convention 

during its session. Also to the various railroad and steamboat companies which have 

given reduced rates of transportation to persons attending this meeting; and to the 

churches and press of Richmond for courtesies extended. 

88. A motion to adjourn pending, the minutes of this day 
were read and approved; the hymn commencing "Blest be 
the tie that binds" was sung; J. B. Jeter led in prayer; the 
President addressed parting words to the body, and the Con­
vention adjourned sine die. 

JAMES P. BOYCE, President. 
C. C. BITTING, 1 a J . 

E. CALVIN WILLIAMS, \ Secretanes. 


