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Preamble and Constitution.

We, the delegates from Missionary Societies, churches and
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various
parts of the United States, met in Convention in the eity of
Aungusta, Georgia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the
benevoleut intentions of our constitutents by organizing a plan
for eliciting, combining and directing the energies of the whole
denomination in one sacred effort for the propagation of the
gospel, agree to the following rules or fandamental principles :

~ARTicLE 1. This body shall be styled the “Southern Baptist
Convention.”

ART. 1I. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects
connected with the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and to combine for
this purpose such portions ef the Baptist denominatiol in the
United States as may desire a general organization for Chris-
tian benevolence, which shall tully respect the independence
and equal rights of the churches.

ARrrT. ITI. The Convention shall consist of members who con-
tribute funds, or are delegated by religious bodies contributing
funds, on the basis of one delegate for every hundred dollars
contributed to our funds at any time within the twelve months
preceding the meeting of the body; provided, however, that
in case of great collateral societies, composed of represen-
tatives receiving contributions from different parts of the
country, the ratio of representation shall be one delegate for
every thousand dollars paid within the current year; but the
number of such representatives shall never exceed five.

ART. 1V. The officers of this Convention shall be a Presi-
dent, four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, and two Secretaries,
who shall be elected at each annual meeting, and hold their
office until a new election ; and the officers of the Convention
shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the several
Boards. '

ART. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting
as many Boards of Managers as its judgment will be necessary
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to
promote—all which Boards shall continue in office until a new
election. Bach Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor and fifteen other mem-
bers; seven of whom, including one or more of the officers,
shall form a quorum for the transaction of business. To each
Board shall be committed during the recess of the Convention,
the entire management of all the affairs relating to the object
with whose interest it shall be charged, all of which manage-
ment shall be in striet accordance with the constitutional pro-
visions adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions
as may be given from time to time. KEach Board shall have
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power to make snch compensation to its Secretaries and Tref_ms-
urer as it may think right, fill the vacancies oceurring in its
own body, and enact its own by-laws.

ART. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully ac-
count for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of
all receipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the
Convention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board
as often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the
duties of his office, give competent security to the President of
tlie Board for all the stock and funds committed to his care.
His books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any
member of the Convention and of his Board. No moneys shall
paid out of any of the treasuries of the Board, but by au order
from that Board from whose treasury the money is to be drawn,
which order shall be signed by the presiding officer.

Arr, VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several
Boards shall maintain intercourse by letter with such indivi-
duals or public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies
may require. Copies of all such communications, with their
answers, if any, shall be kept by them on file,

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose.

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries and agents
appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be
members of some regular church, in union with the churches
composing this Convention.

ART. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this
Convention must, previous to their appointment. furnish evid-
ence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cacse, and
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them-
selves.

ARrT. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Con-
vention shall have the right to specify the object or objects to
which their contributions shall be applied. But when no such
specification is made, the Convention will make the appropria-
tion at its own discretion.

ART. XIL The Convention shall hold its meetings annually,
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the
approbation of any one of the Boards of Managers. A ma-
jority of the attending delegates shall form a quorum for the
transaction of business. The President, or in the event of his
death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of the Convention, may at
the request of two of its Boards, postpone or alter the place of
the meeting of the Convention, when it may be deemed by him
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed,

ARrtT. XIII. Any alterations which "experience shall dictate
may be made in these Articles, by a vote of two-thirds of the
members present, at any annual meeting of the Convention,



MINUTES

—OF THE—

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION

—0OF THE—

SUUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION,

NEw ORLEANS, LA., May 10th, 1877,

The Southern Baptlst Convention met, bgr appomtment, at
the Coliseum Place Baptist Church, New Orleans, La., at 10
o’clock A. M., the President, James P. Boyece, in the chair.
The hymn beginning “ Awake, and sing the song,” was sung,
the President read Psalm eciii ; and M. Hillsman of Tenn, led in
prayer.

2. In the absence of the former Secretaries, and on motion of
Joshua Levering of Md., W. E. Tanner, of Va.,, and O.F.
Gregory of Ala., were appointed temporary Secretaries.

3. On call of States, the names of delegates were reported,
and, as subsequently enrolled by the Committee on Credentials
of Delegates, were enrolled as follows :

MARYLAND.
Eutaw Place Baptist Church, Baltimore—Joshua Levering.

VIRGINTA.
Woman’s Missionary Society, First Baptist Church, Richmond—H. A.
Tupper.
Jno. L. Carroll, A. E. Dickinson, T. T. Eaton, T. H. Ellett, T. J. Evans,
E. Calvin Hudson, Jas, Leigh Jones, Hy. McDonald, Wm. E. Tanner, J. B.
Turpin, Geo. F. Williams, Miles Turpin, Geo. B. Eager.
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NORTH CAROLINA.
A. C. Dixon.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
Citadel Square Baptist Chureh, Charleston—J. A. Chambliss.
Young Men's Missionary Society, Citadel Square Church—A. M. MeIver,
Citadel Square Baptist S, 8., Charleston—B. Pressley Smith,
Chester Baptist Chureh—R, W. Sanders, .
Greenville Baptist Sunday School—Julius C. Smith.
Welsh Neck Association—S. M. Richardson,
J. C. Furman, R. Furman, C. H. oy, J. 8. Jordan, R. N. Pratt, W. H.
Strickland.

GEORGIA.

Woman's Missionary Society, Second Baptist Church, Atlanta—A. T.
Spalding.

J. G Gibson, J. H. Fortson, 8. Boykin, T. C. Boykin, C. H. Strickland,
J. 0, Jelks, J. 8. Willis, G, W, Smith, W. N, Chaudoin, W. L. Kilpatrick, J.
H. Kilpatrick, H. 8. Estes, G. C. Davis, J. 8, Lawton, M. B. Wharton, T. E.
Skinner, 8. G. Hillyer, J. G. Ryals, G. R. McCall, W. W. Landrum, E. S. Y.
Bryant, D. W. Gwin, W. H. Jordau, J. E. Appler, J. H. Low, A. B. Campbell,
D. G. Daniell. )

ALABAMA,

Siloam Baptist Chureh, Marvion—E. T. Winkler,

First Baptist Church, Enfaula—0. I, Gregory,

Broad Street Church, Mobile—J. H. Curry, Jon. Haralson,

W. H. Melntosh, J. O’B. Lowry, Wm. H. Williams, J. B. Hawthorne,
J. Shackleford, W, C. Cleveland, T. M. Bailey, M. T. Sumner, B. H. Crump-
ton, B. F. Riley, N. B, Williams, J. ¢. Willinms, R. C. Keeble, J. C. Bush,
B. B. Davis, W. L. Chandler, I. T. Tichenor, B. W, Bussey, J. B. Gay,
D. B. Roby, 8. Henderson, Juo. Wilmer, W. 8. Brown,

MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN LOUISIANA.

Cold Water Association—E, D, Miller,

Woman’s Missionary Association of Central Mississippi—H. ¥. Sproles.

Canton Chureh—3W, A. Mason.

A. V. Rowe, B, E. King, W. H. Toeker, T. J. Walune, . M. Gordon, J. R.
Farish, Z. T. Leavel., R. H. Cohron, W. H. Robert, Hy. C. \'\'t-‘\'u.l(;ﬁth, N.
W. Wilson, B. ¥. Roach, J. B Hamberling, T, A Moore, W. E. Tynes, Jesse
Woodall, M. T. Martin, J. 1. Johnson, J. T. Zealy, T. W. Watkins, J. B.
Gambrell, 15, Z. Simimons,

LOUTSIANA.
W. . McGee, W. C. Friley, T. W. Ebeltott,
Shreveport Church—dJ. A. Hackett.
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TEXAS.

General Association of Texas—B. H. Carroll, L. R. Seruggs.

Texas Baptist State Convention—W. C. Crane, W. Howard, J. W. D.
Creath, J. H. Martin, W. F. Kone, 0. H. P. Garrott, G. B. Davis, H. 8.
Graves, Z. N. Morrill, H. F. Buckner, J. B. Link.

Bryan Baptist Church—J, B. McLelland, J. D. Murphy, F. M. Law.

Brenham Baptist Church—M. E. Graves.

MISSOURL
8. H. Ford, &. A. Lofton, Jas. F. Smith.
Woman's Foreign Mission Society of Missouri—Wm. Pope Yeaman.
TENNESSEE,

Edgefield Church—Jno. W. Otley.

J. R. Graves, 8. Landrum, M. Hillsman, Tiberius G. Jones, J. M. Senter,
J. L. Weakley, W. D. Mayfield, E. L. Jordan, G. A. Coulson, M. V., Noff-
singer, O. D. Bowen.

KENTUCKY.

J. P. Boyce, J. L. Burrows, C. E. W. Dobbs, T. W. Bibb, J. W. Rust, Wm.
Harris, G. F. Baghy, B. Manly, L. B. Woolfolk, J. Wm. Frost, W. W, Willett,
F. H. Kerfoot, Peter Arthur.

Mayfield Baptist Church—J. N. Beadles,

ARKANSAS,
8. M. Provence, T. B. Espy, W. A. Forbes, J. C. S8hipp, V. B. Izard.

4. The order of business being the election of officers, W,
N. Chaudoin, B. P. Smith and W. H. Williams, were appointed
Tellers for the election of President and reported the re-election
of James P. Boyce, to the office of President of the Convention.

5. J. L. Carroll, C. E. W. Dobbs, and J. H. Fortson, were
appointed Tellers for the election of Vice-President.

On motion of J. H. Kilpatrick, it was resolved that the four
brethren receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared
elected.

The tellers reported the following as elected Viece-Presidents
of the Convention: J.C. Furman, T. G. Jones, W. C. Crane,
T. J. Evans.

6. The two brethren receiving the highest number of jvotes
for Secretary, were on motion ordered to be declared elected.
W. H. Robert, J. C. Shipp, T. L. Jones, were appointed Tellers
to conduct the election for Secretaries, and reported O. F.
Gregory and W. E. Tanner, as elected Secretaries of the Con-
vention.
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7. Pending the reports of Tellers, the Convention engaged
in Devotional exercises, J. C. Furman, Richard Furman, J. W.
D. Creath, H. F. Buckner, leading in prayer.

8. The Piesident read a communication from J. H. Cuth-
bert, of Wushington, D). C., requesting any who might have
letters or other mewentoes of the late Dr. Richard Tuller of
Baltimore, to send them to him for use in compiling a memorial
of Dr. Fuller.

9. On motion of Wm. Howard, visiting Dbiethren in good
standing in Baptist Churches, not delegates, were invited to
seats in the body.

E. O. Taylor of Chicago, representing the Journal and Mes-
senger, accepted the invitation.

10. On motion a Committee on Devotional exercises was
appointed consisting of N, W, Wilson, C. W. Wood, Benjamin
Leas, R. H. Browne, Jno. R. Juden, A. H. Nelson.

11. On motion of W. H., Williams,

Resolved, 1, That Mell's Parliamentary Praetice be the Rules of Order
for this body.

. 2. That Committees be ealled upon to report in the order in which they
are appointed by the President.

12, 8. G. Hillyer, offered the following,

Resolved, That the Committee on Religions Exercises be instruected to
consider the propriety of having preaching at 11 o'clock A. M., and if they
approve, to arrange accordingly.

8. Landrum, offered the following subsitute,

Strike out all affer word Resolved, and insert "that 30 minutes from 11
o'clock each day be spent in devotional exereises.”

On motion the whole matter was laid upon the table.

13. A request being made to the Convention, to consider
the propriety of adjonrning on Monday on account of an Ex-
cursion to the Jetties, on motion of W. H. McIntosh, the
matter was referred to a Committee with instruetions to report
this P. M. The following brethren were appointed, 3, Landrum,
J. B. Lovelace, T. J. Walne, T. E. Skinner, J. W. Rust,

14. The following Resolution was referred to the Commit-
tee on Devotional Exersises.
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Resolved, That this Convention meet daily at 9 A. M., spend the first
half hour in devotional exercises, adjonrn at 12 M., meet at 1 P. M., adjourn
at 5 P, M., meet at 8-15 P. M., and adjourn at pleasure.

15.  After prayer by M. T. Sumuner, took a recess of one
hour.

-

THURSDAY, May 10, 1:35 P. M.

16. Prayer by W. H. Robert.

17. On motion of J. L. Carroll, an abstract of the Report
of the Foreign Mission Board was read by H. A. Tupper, Cor-
responding Secretary.

18. On motion of O. I'. Gregory of Ala., the reports of the
Treasurer and Auditor of the Foreign Mission Board were
read by H. A. Tupper, when

19. On motion of O. F. Gregory,

Resolved, That the Report of the Board of Foreign Missions be re-
ferred to the following committees of seven each: 1. On Treasurer’s Re-
port; 2. On Woman’s Work for Missions; 3. On African Missions; 4. On
China Missions; 5 On Italian Missions; 6. On the Voice of Providence.

20. The Chair announced the following Committees :

On Treasurer's Report.—Joshna Levering, Miles Turpin, C. 0. Toy, B. W.
Bussey, W. D. Mayfield, M. B. Wharton, J. B. McClelland.

On Woman’s Work.—A. T. Spalding, J. A. Chambliss, A. E. Dickinson, J.
O’B. Lowry, J. B. Hamberlin, J. A. Hackett, G. B. Davis.

African Missions.—J. L. Burrows, J. B. Gambrell, W, C. Cleveland, J. G.
Ryals, Geo. F. Williams, A. C. Dixon, R. N. Pratt.

China Missions.—B. H. Carroll, T. B. Espy, J. Haralson, G. R. McCall,
W. H. Strickland, J. B. Turpin, A. V. Rowe.

Ttalian Misgions.—E. T. Winkler, W. Howard, E. D. Miller, J. G. Gibson,
R. Furman, T. T. Eaton, 8. H. Ford.

Voice of Providence.—W. P. Yeaman, J. L. Carroll, 8. M. Richardson, W
W. Landrum, J. M. Bailey, H. F. 8proles, W. H. McGee.

21. On motion an abstract of:the Report of the Home Mis-
sion Board was read by the Corresponding Secretary, W. H.
MelIntosh, when

23.  On motion of 8. Landrum,

Resolved, That the Report of the Home Mission Board be referred to the
following Committees: 7



12 Southern Baptist Convention.

24, The following Report was submitted by S. Landrum
and adopted : :

“Your Committee on the invitation from the Coliseum Place Baptist
Church, report: That in reference to arrangements made by our Baptist
brethren in this city for the entertainment of the members and visitors of
the Convention, including an excursion to the Jetties on the Robt. E, Lee,
your Committee recommend that no sessions of this Body be held on Mon-

day next.
Respectfully submitted,
8, LANDRUM, Chairman.

25. The following was submitted by N. W, Wilson and
adopted,

“Your Committee on Religious Exercises beg leave to make a partial
report. We recommend that the Convention meet at 9 A. M. ; recede from
business at 12 M. for one hour, and adjourn at 4 P. M.; meet at } past?
P. M. and adjourn at will.

That the Conventio_n Sermon be delivered to-night at 73 o’clock.

That during the sessions of the body devotional exercises be inter-
spersed at the option of the President.
N. W. WILSON, Chairman,

. 26. On motion of T. T. Eaton, the following Committees
were ordered to be appointed: On Credentials, New Boards,
(both to consist of one from each State) and on Time and
Place of next meeting.

27.  On motion of S. Landrum, representatives of the City
Press, and other newspaper correspondents were invited to
take seats near the Secretaries Desk.

28. The Chair appointed the following Committees on Re-
port of Home Mission Board:

On Finances and Treasurer's Report—D. W. Gwinn, T. H. Ellet, B. B.
Davis, J. L. Johnston J. R. Farish, W. C. Friley, J. C. Smith.

Mission Schools,—M. T. Martin, H. F. Buckuer, T. C. Boykin, J, M. Senter,
E. Calvin Hudson, R. W. Sanders, W. F. Kone.

Appeal of Wild Tribes.—J. R. Graves, J. H. Kilpatrick, B, H, Crumpton,
G. A. Lofton, J. 8, Jordan, Z. T. Leavell, T. W. Ebeltoft.

Kind Words,—J. B. Hawthorne, 8. G. Hillyer, B. Mauly, W, H, Robert,
A. B. Campbell, J. L. Weakley, W. A. Foster.
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Colored People.—1. T. Tiehenor, M. Hillsman, D. G. Daniell, W. N. Chau-
doin, W. A. Mason, T. W. Bibb, S. M. Provence.

Woman’s Work.—J. A. Chambliss, W. Howard, J. 8. Lawton, G. A. Lofton,
W. A. Mason, W, M. Burr, R. C. Keeble:

29. The chair appointed the following committees :

On Credentinls.— J. A. Hackett, E. D. Miller, J. H. Curry, G. R. McCall,
A, M. MelIver, A. C. Dixon, G. F. Williams, Joshua Levering, W. F. Kone,
V. B. Izaxrd, 8. H. Ford, T. W. Otley.

To Nominate New Boards.—J. W, D, Creath, T. B. Espy, W.P. Yeaman,
M. Hillsman, Joshua Levering, A. E. Dickinson, A.C. Dixon, R. N. Pratt,
C. H. Strickland, C. H. Chandler, N. W. Wilson, T. W. Ebeltoft, J. H.
Kerfoot.

On Time and Place of Next Meeting.—F. M. Law, M. Hillsman, W. E,
Tynes, S. Boykin, Wm. Harris.

30. Prayer by D. G. Daniell. 'Adjourned.

THURSDAY, May 10, 7:30 P. M.
31. The Convention met, when the Convention Sermon was
preached by Henry W. McDonald of Kentucky, from Matthew
xx, 26-28.
The Convention then adjourned.

FrinAy, May 11, 1877,

32. Convention called to order at 9 o’clock A. M., by the
President, J. P. Boyce of Kentucky. Reading of Secripture,
I Corinthians 12th chapter, 28 v. to end of 13th chapter.

33. Prayer by Z. N. Morrill of Texas.

34. Minutes of Thursday, read and corrected.

" 35. Report of the Committee on Voice of Providence, W. P.
Yeaman, Chairman, was on motion made the special order for

this evening at 8 o’clock.
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36. Report of Committee on nomination of New Boards, J.
W. D. Creath of Texas, Chairman, was presented, and after
amendment, adopted. (See page 1.)

37. Report of the Treasurer of the Convention was present-
ed, and on motion ordered to be printed in the minutes. (Ap-
pendix.)

3S. The President stated that the next business would be
the election of Treasurer, and on motion, Wm. E, Tanner of
Virginia, was requested to cast the ballot of' the Convention,
and the committee appointed to collect the same reported that
G. W. Norton of Kentucky, had been re-elected.

39. The President stated that the next business would be
the election of Auditor, and on motion, Wm. E. Tanner of Vir-
ginia, was requested to cast the ballot of the Convention, and
the Committee appointed to collect the same reported that N.
Long, of Kentucky, had been re-elected.

40. J. W. D.Creath of Texas, introduced to the Convention
Z. N. Morrill of Texas, and recommended his book enti-
tled “ Flowers and I'ruits.” Brother Morrill briefly addressed
the Convention, and was followed by M. T. Sumner, of Ala-
bama, in some fervent remarks on general subjects, particularly
as to the work of Brother Morrill in Texas.

41. The report of the Committee on “ Kind Words,” J. B.
Hawthorne of Alabama, chairman, was presented, and after
gsome amendments suggested by W. H. MecIntosh, and remarks
by 8. Boykin, H. S. Estes, S. G. Hillyer of Georgia, and S:
Landrum of Tennessee, in its favor, adopted.

Report of Committee on Kind NWords—Your Committee commend the ar-
rangewments made by the Home Board for the publication of Kixp Worbs,
on payment of a royalty of 3200 per annmin, and find that the paper has in
the past year, reduced its own indebtedness, 5300. The paper has been is-
sued regularly and promptly, and in a highly ereditable manner, and, in its
last edition appears in entirely new type, bought expressly for the paper at
a cost of several hundred dollars.

The combined monthly civeulation of the paper, in all its editions and in
its lesson papers, is nearly 200,000, 126,000 being papers.

Tts Sundag School lessons ave very generally used throughout the South,
and, in some places at the North, and deo much to stimulate the study of
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God’s word, and to promote the interest and prosperity of the schools where

they are used. They ave so prepared as to be adapted to pupils of all grades
We believe the paper is exerting a very beneficial influence, in onr denomi-
nation by its high moral tone, denominational teachings, and missionary
spirit; and we should deem its cessation or suspension a calamity to the
denomination.

Its Editor, Rev. 8. Boykin, has rare tact and skill in the arrangement of
its reading mafter and in the preparation of its lessons, and performs his
work in all respects, acceptably and faithfully; and the printers are diligent
and faithful in earrying out their contract with the Home Board. As dur-
ing the exceeding hard times of the past year, the paper has not only held its
own, but increased in cirenlation. We would take this oceasion to nrge our
brethren everywhere, especially the pastors, to put forth renewed zeal in
extending the cireulation of this invaluable aid to Sunday Schools,

J. B. HAWTHORNE, Chairman.

42. The following preamble and resolution of E.T. Winkler,
of Alabama, as a substitute for one of J. C. Furman of South
Carolina, on same subject, was adopted, viz:

Whereas, in the providence of God, several of the most active and infinen-
tial members of this Conventiou have been removed by death doring the
past year.

Resolved, that a Committee consisting of Brethren Toy, Spalding, Furman
and Eaton, be appointed to prepare a suitable memorial notice of these de-
parted servants of God for publication in the minutes of the Convention.

On motion E. T. Winkler, of Alabama, was added to the
committee.

43. The report of the Committee on African Missions, J. L.
Burrows of Kentucky, Chairman, was presented, and on mo-
tion adopted.

Committee on African Missions.—The Committee to whom was referred so
much of the report of the Foreign Mission Board as refers to African Mis-
sions beg leave to report:

That, in their judgment, none of our missions give brighter promise of
immediate beneficent results than those to Afriea. Their fetisch religions
do not satisfy the eraving of the nature of the people. Comparatively easily
they are led away from all faith and trust in their hereditary superstitions,
Thev are a teachable and confiding race, when once convinced of the su-
perior culture and disinterested benevolence of the missionarics who live
among them. A continent of one to two million of souls is open to the mis-
sioparies of the cross.
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In our judgment these Missions to Africa should be reinforced as speedily
as practicable. With fewer men in the field than any other evangelical de-
nomination and with scantier expenditures, our successes compare favora-
bly with those of other missions. God has greatly blessed the labors of our
Baptist Missionaries. Brother David from a burdened yet hopeful heart,
cries to us “for Jesus sale, send us two more men.” It is a modest, humble
appeal for only two men, when hundreds could be effectively employed in
gathering the large harvest rotting for lack of reapers, and on this side men
are waiting and hoping to go.

It seems to your Committee specially important that onr colored churches
in this country be encouraged and urged fo send and aid in supporting from
among themselves, young colored Ministers, educated in the schools, of devout
piety and practical judgnent, to their fatherland. They are best fitted for
the workin Africa. Theirown churches would be blessed and developed by
engaging in this worlk, The cultivation of a benevolent missionary spirit is
oune of the surest methods of securing spiritnal prosperity in the home
churches.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :

1. That the Board be instructed foinerease the number of Missionaries to
Africa as speedily as in their judgment they can do it without incurring
embarrassing financial liabilities.

2. That measures be taken by the Board to interest our colored churches,
specially in the work of African Missions, and that the colored churches be
assured that we sincerely desire to co-operate with them in furthering this
grand work.

3. That young colored Ministers giving evidence of a call from the
Lord to the work of the ministry, and of suitable qualifications, be preferred
by the Board as Missionaries to Africa. '

J. L. BURROWS, Chairman

44.  The report of the Committee on Report of the Troasurer
of the Foreign Mission Board, Joshua Levering of Maryland,
Chairman, was presented, and on motion adopted.

The Committee on Treasurer's veport of the Foreign Mission Board, submit the
following report :

L. Theliberality of our missionary at Shanghai, Brother M. T. Yates, in re-
linquishing his salary, and in building a chapel and school house, ought to
stimulate to a corresponding liberality the churehes, who shonld see that
this station as well as our other stations shall be amply provided for as to
men and means.

2. The policy of the Board to reduce appropriations and retain in this
eountry our Missionaries, if necessary to square the accounts of the Board,



Southern Baptist Convention. 17

seems wise to yonr Committee; but, it is profoundly hoped that the necessity
will be obviated by the prompt and liberal offerings of the churches.

3. From the testimony of many among whom these missionary brethren
have labored as agents of the board, it is apparent that the expenses of these
agencies have been judicious in view not only of their actual collections,
but of the valuablo information which they have imparted, and the deeper
interest in missions, which they have excited. In regard to the em-
ployment of regular agents in the several States, your Committee would ex-
press no opinion but leave that question to the wisdom of the Board.

4. Your Committee regret that the great necessity of the Board during
the last year has prevented it from lignidating the indebtenness of $5,000
dune the Bank of Commerce, Richmond, Virginia, but believing that the
true prineciple in ¢onducting all missionary operations is to malke appropria-
tions only to the extent of the receipts and feeling assured that the impetus
given to our work by the presence of some of our missionaries in our midst,
and the dawn of brighter and more prosperous times to our people will result
in largely increased receipts of the Board, your Committee heartily endorse
the steps now being taken by the Board looking to the payment of said in-
debtedness, and would recommend that the Board hereafter in prosecuting
its work limit itself in its appropriations as far as possible within the
amounts which it has a reasonable expectation of receiving from the
churches.

Respectfully submitted,

JOSHUA LEVERING, Chairman.

45. On motion of W. H. Williams of Alabama, G. R, Black-
all, of Chicago, representing the American Baptist Publication
Society, was invited to a seat on the floor of the Convention.

46. The following resolution offered by T. T. Baton of Vir-
ginia, was, on motion, referred to a special committee, consist-
ing of T. T. Eaton of Virginia, I. T. Tichenor of Alabama, and
T. I&. Skinner of Georgia :

Resolved, That the following words in the 12th Article in our Constitution
be stricken out, viz: A majority of the attending delegates shall, form a
quorum for the transaction of business.”

47. Onmotion of W. Carey Crane of Texas, the following was
referred to the same Committee:

Resolved, That Articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 12 and 13 of the Constitution he amended

8o as to strike out ¥ Annual "and insert “ Biennial,” and that the phraseolo-
gy in all other articles be made to conform to this Amendment.
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48. On motion of E. T. Winkler of Alabama, the following
was referred to the same Committee:

Section 85, from Minutes of 1876. The Report of the Com-
mittee on the Re-organization of the Convention was read by W,
A. Montgomery, Chairman, and, on motion, the Report was or-
dered to be printed for the consideration of the next Conven-
tion,

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the Re-organization of
the Convention, report that, after mature deliberation, they recommend for
the present ouly the following ehanges in the Coustitution, viz:

In ArTICLE XII strike out the words “a majority,” and insert the words
“one-third.”

Strike out ArTICLE X111 and insert

xir.  In voting upon any matter before the Convention, the delegates of
each State shall be anthorized to cast the entire vote to which their States
are respectively eutitled, whenever three delegates from ditferent States
shall unite in a call for snch vote.

x1v. The Constitution may be amended at any session of this body by a
majority of the attending delegates when such amendment shall have been
proposed at a preceding session, and published in the Minutes for the con-
gideration of the constituents of the Convention.

49. On motion, the Committee was enlarged by adding
thereto the names of W. D. Mayfield of Tennessee, and J. G.
Ryals of Georgia.

50. On motion, the following Committees were authorized
to retire, viz: On Voice of Providence, Mission Schools among
the Indians, Italian Missions, and Finance Committee of Home
Mission Board.

51. On motion, adjourned after prayer by F. M. Law.

IripAY, May 11, 1877, 1 o'clock, P. M.

52.  Convention called to order by the President, amd after

singing the 955th Iymn, prayer was oftered by J. I1. Kilpat-
rick of Georgia.

53. The Report of Committee on China Missions, B. H.

Carroll of Texas, chairman, was read, and after argument,

which was participated in by E. Z. Simmons, Missionary to
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China, W. Howard of Tex“za-s, N. B. Williams, returned Mis-
sionary from China, J. A. Hackett of Mississippi, J. B. Gam-
brell of Mississippi, J. B. Hawthorne of Alabama, 8. Landrum
of Tennessee, H. A. Tupper and T. J. Evans of Virginia, was3
adopted,

_ Report of Committee o1 China Missions.—Your Committee to whomn was re-
ferred this important subject, having had the same under consideration,
respectfully submit to the Convention as the result of their work the follow-
ing statement, doctrine and recommendations,

STATEMENT.

In our jndgment, all of the history and character of the work necessary
to present to this Convention is embodied in the annual report of the Rich-
mond Board as published in the Foreign Mission Jonrnal.

We desire to call special attention to the startling fact set forth in that
report, that alarge proportion of our efficient force, lately laboring in the
China field has returned to our country—are here now—and the question of
their return, as to time at least, yet an open question.

The little band remaining are fearfully inadequate to the vast necessities
of the case.

It further appears from the report that Providence has opened up other
fields for our immediate occupation. The hand of God is holding epen
the door and the voice of God says: “Go forward.”

The doctrine we desire to emphasize, is, that the Chinaman is a child of
Adam, inheriting his depravity and a partaker of his eurse. He is our
brother, the child of a common parent, The game law condemns him, and
the same gospel provides for his redemption.

To him prophecy points, and for his salvation, millennial glory waits.
For him Christ died. China constituted a vast portion of the travail of his
sotil and on the mediatorial throne he will never be satisfied and fully glad
nntil he sees of the travail of his soul.

RECOMMENDATIONS,

1. We recommend to this Convention and urge with all possible empha-
sis the immediate reinforeement of the force now in the field so soon as ade-
quate funds are secured. That means be devised and resources developed
commensurate with the providence of God in opening up fields of labor for
us. Just how the means requisife to these vast undertakings shall be raised
is a matter of the gravest consideration, and as in the nature of the case,
missionary and other labovers in this ficld are not qualified in a few days,
but acquire efficiency after years of laborious study and dearly bought ex-
perience, it is the part of wisdom and economy all other things heing equal,
to send back whenever practicable, the trained laborers, now off duty from
good causes, in this country.
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2, That we urge upon the mmubershi[}at'; large a study of the theory,
history, and practical workings of the mission enterprize. And, therefore,
that the delegates preseni assist to the ntmost limit of their ability in se-
curing large subscriptions to the Foreign Mission Jonrnal.

3. That we co-operate wilh the Board, by cultivating the thought that
it is our Board—they are onr agents and Christ’s servants. That we wel-
como them as such to homes and churches, and pray for them in all our
prayers. That we honor them all over the country.

4. That we urge upon our churches the resumption of the Monthly Con-
cert of prayer for Missions.

Signed in behalf of Committee,
B. H. CARROLL, Chairman,

54. The following resolution offered by I. T. Tichenor of
Alabama, was, upon his motion, made the special order for
73 o’clock to-morrow evening :

Resolved, that the increasing demand for Evangelical labor in the desti-
tute parts of our own country and in the Indian Territory, call for increased
effart on the part of the Home Mission Board to supply the destitution, and
upon the Churches and friends of Domestic and Indian Missions for more
abundant means to enlarge the work of the Board.

55. The Committec on Finance, and Treasurer’s Report of
the Home Mission Board, through the chairman, D. W, Gwin
of Georgia, made their report, which was on his motion, made
the special order for 10 o’clock to-morrow morning,

56. The report of the Committee on Woman’s Work, Home
Mission Board, J. A. Chambliss of South Carolina, chairman,

was read, and on motion adopted. ;

Leport on Woman's Work for Home Missions.—The Committee on Woman's
Work for Home Missions beg leave to report:

It is one of the chief glories of the gospel that it proclaims to the world,
‘“‘there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither hond nor free, there is
neither male nor female, for all are one in Christ Jesus.” And it isa glory
peculiar to the gospel—this blotting out of dividing lines in religion be-
tween station and station, between race and race, between sex and Qox. It
did not belong to the earlier dispensation so far as it was ceremonial, it has
not belonged to any other religion of the world.

Especially must it be remembered that with the rise of Clrist’s Kingdom
on earth began the elevation of Woman to a full and equal share with man
in all that constitutes the highest good and glory of human nature, Those
who know aometliing of the world’s history hefore the dawn of Christiant o
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or of the world’s condition now beyond the horizon of the gospel, can see rea-
son enongh why every woman should be a friend of Jesus though all others
should forsake him. The daunghters of this Christian land should never for-
get that it they are exalted in honor and happiness above their sisters of
pagan nations in ancient or modern times, if they arve vecognized as man’s
equal in dignity, made the companions of his most clevated pleasures or
labors, their tasies consulted, their wishes respected, their inflnence wel-
comed in every sphere of life,—it is Dhecause the doctrine of the cross
lives in our land, and even where it is not personally embraced distils
its heaveuly grace, like the fragrance of trampled flowers, unsought and
undeserved.

Above all it is trne that woman under the gospel has been raised to a
great height in spiritual honor—height of privilege and height of obliga-
tion. What woman was allowed to do and what she did for the blessed
Saviour and his canse form some of the brightest records of the New Testa-
ment. She was not required to hold her hands.or her tongue as a disciple
of Jesus.

The instruetions which enjoined modesty and reserve, the cultivation of a
meek and quiet spirit, the watchful care of home—her own peculiar, most
honorable, and most responsible sphere—did not forbid her active participa-
tion in devoted personal work for the advancement of the Redeemer’s King-
dom. She could love and pray and labor, she conld deny herself and give of
her store whether great or small, she could teach the word of God, and even
could go on long, arduous jonrneys for the furtherance of the gospel. It is not
otherwise to-day. f_We rejoice to know that in clothing the naked and feed-
ing the hungry, in ministering to the sick and suffering, in visiting the
fatherless and widow in their atfliction, in leading children to the house of
God and teaching them in the Sunday School, in co-operating through
various associations for the accomplishment of objects quite away from
their own doors and looking to the general exfension of their Lord’s King-
dom in the world, the Christian women of our own day are doing more
than ever women have done for Christ.~ It is well known that within the
last four years they have become well-organized aud devoted fellowhelpers
of the truth in the work of Foreign Missions. Their sympathies have been
deeply enlisted in behalf of their heathen sisters, they have munifested a
charming eagerness to share with them the Dblessings which they enjoy un-
der the gospel. But it is not within the knowledge of your Committee that
the women of onr Southern Baptist Churches are making any organized
effort in the line of work pursued by our Home Mission Board. Yet surely
the time has come when this department of christian service, as well as
every other, should be blessed with the special prayers and gifts and labors
of our Marys and Joannas, our Dorcases, Phoebes and Priscillas. It is not
to he denied that multitades of mothers, wives and daughters within the
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bounds of this Convention are almost as unenlightened in spiritual things
and as degraded in habits of life as the women of China and India.

They are found in most of the fields which our Home Board is appointed
to eultivate—many of them far away from the homes of their childhood,
either whirling in the vortex of shameful vice,—as in the streets and alleys
of our great cities—or far removed from every condition favorable to spiritnal
life and health—as in our frontier settlements,

The women of the Indian tribes too, stretch out their hands imploringly
to their pale-faced sisters. It is more fully true of them than of heathen
women anywhere else in the world that they are ready to receive the gos-
pel—that the field is white to the harvest. Shall not their ery awaken the
tenderest compassion and inspire the most self-denying lahors for their sal-
vation? In view of the foregoing conditions your Committee submit the

Resolved : That our sisters in all our dhurches be and are hereby invited
and urged to co-operate with us in the work of Home Missions, by such
special methods of organization as they may judge wisest and most efficient.

J. A. CHAMBLISS, Chairman.

57. On motion of E. T. Winkler of Alabama, the report of
the Committee on Italian Missions, was made the special order
for to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock.

58, On motion of E. T. Winkler of Alabama, the Convention
agreed to hear an address from C. R. Blackall of Chicago, to-
morrow at 94 A. M., on the subject of fraternal relations.

59. On motion, adjourned. Prayer by C. R, Blackall of
Chicago.

Frioay, May 11, 1877, 7:30 P. M.

60. The Convention opened by singing the 477th Hymn,
“Grace, 'tis a charming sound,” when prayer was made by
T. J. Walne of Mississippi.

61. Upon motion, W. P. Yeaman, the vote making the
report of the Committee on the Voice of Providence in the
Foreign Mission Work, the special order for 8 o’clock was re-
considered, and ordered to be taken up at once. The report
was read by the chairman, W. P. Yeaman of Missouri,

The Voice of Providence.—Your Committee to whom was referred that por-
tion of the report of the Foreign Mission Board relating to the “Vojce of
Providence,” would respectfully submit as their report, the following sug-
gestions:
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As God the Father sent Jesus Christ into this world, even so has Christ
also sent his disciples; not to work according to a rule clad in the inflexi-
bleness of an absolute fiat, but in harmony with the nature of man, and the
necessities of humanity. The duties which man owes to his God and to his
fellowman are such only as proceed from the relations that he sustains to
each of these, and the fulfillment of these duties is to be found in the right
exercise of natural faculties, directed by the supernataral forces secured to
the believer by his relation to a Divine human Saviour. The aggressiveness
of Christianity is achieved by a union and co-operation of the same forces
that inhered in the founder of the system, the divine and the human. Ab-
stract spiritualism will never save the world from its self wronght ruin;
humanitarianism alone is utterly impotent in this great work. But the ex-
ercise of human faculties nnder the inspirations and impulses of the divine,
may, and shall conquer the powers of darkness.

God Almighty in calling his children into the work and service of the
Kingdom of the Son of his love, recognizes their natural faculties of percep
tion, reflection and judgment as supplying the fundamental impulses to
action. He imparts to them his grace that they may inteligently per-
ceive, wisely meditate and exercise a sound and practical judgment
in all things pertaining to their privileges and duties. This provis-
ion of the divine economy at once exhibits the wisdom of God, and
manifests man’s solemn obligation to diligently consider all things that
effect the conditions of human society, the various and changing phas”
es of thonght, the revolutions and epochs in the current history of the
world, the progress of material and social civilization. These are all
to be studied as the voice of the Infinite, as he plans, directs, and
permits the wisdom of the wise, the folly of the foolish, and the wrath of
the wrathful. He who times all things in the interests of his Messiah,
would have his servants recognize the aniversality of Christ's power, as
comprehensive enough to embrace all forces in man and in nature, and to
make them subservient to the aims and ends of His Kingdom.

Human instrumentality used at the instance of human ideas, may break
down the walls erected by civil and ecclesiastical imperialism, or force
open the gates barred by the durk hand of superstition and idolatry, but
the barriers removed and the way opened so that the torch bearer can enter
with the light and might of gospel truth, the opportnnity must be lovked
upon as the voice of that providence ever active in all things, in the great
work of reconciling in Christ all the antagonisms born of sin.  TLe changes
that transpire in the systems and institutions of men are the voicings of
providence, and this is trae when snch changes pat ont the light of trath,
as well as when they admit if, for thus are the children of light aroused to
thonghtfulness and to action.

1t is the conviction of tlre Church of Jesus Christ, that the eventful pres-
ent and immediate past are the significant indications of vrovidence, and
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your Committee are profoundly impressed that it is the duty of this Con-
vention as a body of the servants of Jesus Christ, to regard the events named
in the report of your Board, as the callings of God upon them to enter in
where the wrath of man, or the progressiveness of thought has opened the
door for the ingoing and activity of all the forces and instrumentalities used
by Christ for the work and triumph of His Kingdom. If we hiave hisspirit,
and are truly His, we can neither ignore nor disregard these physical ex-
pressions of his will concerning us.

We recommend the adoption by the Convention, of that part of the report
referred to us, and that all necessary action be taken to give it the greatest
possible emphasis and practical effect.

Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

W. POPE YEAMAN, Chairman.

The report was sustained in addresses by W. P. Yeaman
of Missouri, 1. G. Jones of Tennessee, when, upon motion of
J. A. Chambliss of South Carolina, permission was given to
the speakers to discuss the whole subject of Foreign Missions.

The argument was continued by L. B. Woolfolk of Ken-
tucky, and J. L. Burrows of Kentucky, when the report was
adopted.

63. A collection was taken for Foreign Mission, amonnting
in cash, to $202 90, and %50 in subscriptions.

4. At the request of M. T. Martin of Mississippi, he was
excused from the Committee on Mission Schools.

65. Adjourned. Prayer by J. B. Link of Texas.

SATURDAY, May 12, 9 A, M.

66. Convention called to order by the President. Singing
—Hymn 685, “ Jesus, lover of my soul.” Reading scriptures,
Col,, ii chap., 6-23 v,

Prayer, by T. W. Bibbof Kentucky.

67. The Minutes of Friday’s session were read and after
correction adopted.’ '

G8. J. P. Boyee of Kentucky, (Vice President, T. J. Evans
of Virginia, in the Chair) introduced to the Convention C. R.
Blackall of Chicago, who addressed the body on the subject of
Fraternal Relations.
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69.  On motion J. P. Boyce of Kentucky, the special order
for 10 A. M. was postponed until 10:15 A. M:

70. The Report of the Committee on Finances and Treasur-
er'’s Report was presented by D. W. Gwin of Georgia, and
adopted.

Report of Committee on Treasurer and Finances of Home Mission Board :

By reference to the report of the Treasurer of the Home Mission Board,
we find that the total receipts for the current year have been $16,816.64,
which includes $150 tax refunded on the E. Levering legacy, which together
with the $33.87, balance of permanent fund uninvested as per last year's
report has been invested in Alabama State Certificates, amounting to $220
and transferred to the permanent fund.

The dishursements have amounted to $15.805.47 leaving a balance in the
Treasurers hands of $1,011.17.

The report recommends that the amount of $604.80 which now stands to
the eredit of the Creek Orphan School Fund, on account of collections
made in 1871-73 be transferred to the ecredit of the General Fund, as that
enterprise is abandoned and the account should be closed. Should this re-
commendation be adopted, then this amount added to the balance reported
as in the Treasurers hands, together with the amounts collected since the
close of the conventional year, will make a fund sufficient to cancel the entire
indebtedness of the Board.

It will be noticed by reference to the Treasurer’s report that included in
the account of the disbursements of the past year is $3,313.29 which has
been paid to the Missionaries on the indebtedness of previous years.

‘We would call attention to the fact that the outlay for salary of Corres-
ponding Smm‘r.ar:,,", his travelling expenses, and the office expenses, have
been materially reduced as compared with the previous year.

The desire of the last Convention suggesting the discharge of paid agents,
“except where they find it impracticable” has been complied with, we re-
joice that every agent has been a missionary as well.

During the year so trying in its pecuniary history, the Board have illus-
trated rare wisdom in the economy of its finances, and the prosecution of
its labors.

If every pastor could instruet, inform and inspire his congregations with
the sublime ideas of ehristian heneficence, and through Missionary Com-
mittees and personal appeals, would organize plans of systematic giving,
the Convention would soon be able to multiply ten fold its influence in the
spread of the gospel. No'instrumentality for gathering funds can approxi-
mate in value the living voice of a consecrated believer in Jesus.
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Little was done, we apprehend, by voluntary agents, yet we would urge
upon every supporter of the Convention, the recognition of personal re-
sponsibility to prevent the declension and teo advance the prosperity of our

cause.
D. W. GWINN, Chairman.

71.  On motion of J. B. Link of Texas, all speeches during
the remainder of the session were limited to five minutes each.
72, The hour arrived for the Special Order on Ttalian Mis-

12,
sions; and the Report was read by the Chairman, I. T. Wink-
ler of Alabama.

Report on the Italian Missions.—Your Committee can not but rejoice at the
enconraring outlook. The incidents reported recall the mission of apostolie
days. New fields are ocenpied ; new enterprises undertaken. The Vatican
Mission heretofore sustained by a sister society and condncted by the loved
and honored Van Meter, has been assigned to onr charge. Cities and Prov-
inces previously unocenpied, are added to the list of our preaching stations.
The names of Verna, Naples, Sardinia, Tnrin, appearing in the reports of onr
missionaries indicate that God is propitions to the prayers of his people, and
opens the way for the Gospel of his Son. The comparatively small number
of evangelists we employ, and the scanty amount of the resonrces we con-
tribute, are the only limits to our snccess in Italy.

Yet, what has been effected, notwithstanding these embarrassments, calls
for wonder and thanksgiving., The zeal of Dr. Taylor, tempered by discre-
tion, has impressed its character upon the work, A good understanding and
a ccrdial fellowship has been promoted among the evangelic laborers, The
favor of many once indifferent, or even hostile, has been conciliated, A vol-
untary helper of rank and fortune has personally engaged in the work.
Mothers from whom the character of the new generation receives its first
and endnring stamp are encouraged to meet and pray for God's blessing
upon their families, Chapel attendance is promoted among a people pas-
sionately fond of musie, by sacred song. Public discussions ave held with
Catholics and Infidels, The Jews, so long negleeted, hear “of Him of whom
Moses in the law and the Prophets did write;” and the press sends its mis-
sions where the living herald of the gospel cannot go, and publishes even
amid the dispersed of Ttaly, the gospel of the grace of God.

We earnestly commend the Ttalian Mission to the favor of God's people.
We atfectionately nrge them to remomber it 1 their praycrs and to aid it
by their eheerful and liberal gifts, There is no mission more inviting, none
which offers Targer results for the labors expended upon it. In regard to
the Chapel at Rome, we are impressed by the necessity of using the fund
for the erection or purchasing of a convenient building so soon as the oppor-
tunity for profitably doing this shall arise, and yet we doubt net that the
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Board are acting wisely in waiting for such an opportunity. Inamatterso
important there must be no failure. May God put it into the hearts of his
people 5o to contribute to the needs of Rome, that there may be no long
delay.

E. T. WINKLER, Chairmean,

On motion of J. C. Furman of South Carolina,

Resolved, That  the Chairman of this Committee be allowed unlimit-
ed time.”
The Convention then heard E. T. Winkler of Alabama; and
L. B. Woolfolk of Kentucky; and adopted the report.
73. Adjourned after prayer by A. T. Spalding of Georgia.

SATURDAY, 1 P. M.

74. Opened with Prayer by W. L. Kilpatrick.

75. The consideration of the Report of Committee on cer-
tain changes in the Constitution was resumed. On motion of
W. C. Crane, a call of the House was ordered, and at the re-
quest of the Chair, T. L. Jones of Alabama, proceeded to dis-
charge that duty.

On motion of C. B. W. Dobbs of Kentucky, further proceed-
ings under the call was dispensed with.

76. W. C. Crane of Texas, having the floor at adjournment
proceeded to discuss the Report of the Committee on certain
changes in the Constitution.

S. Landrum of Tennessee, called for the previous question.

The call being sustained, the main question, being on the
adoption of the Report of the Committee, was put, and the Re-
port was lost, on account of not having a two-third majority.

77. A.T. Spalding of Georgia, presented the Report of the
Committee on Woman’s Work, in connection with the Foreign
Mission Board, which was adopted.

Report of Committee on Woman's Work of Foreign Mission Board.—Yonr
(fommittee to whom was referred that part of the report of the Foreign
Mission Board, on Woman’s Work, beg leave to report:

" We have been slow to learn. Offering the gospel almost exclusively to
adults, we were for a long time blind to the interests of children. Awake to
the necessity for a large number of laborers in heathen lands, and for the
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collection of funds for their support; we were similarly blind to the fitness
and efficiency of christian women for these noble undertakings. Inthe face
of the facts that an apoestate church has long employed them in the most
stupendous and snccessful endeavors, that the Eighth chapter of Luke pre-
sents the record of christian women unitedly devoting themselves to the
suceess of our Saviour's personal ministry, and that we have witnessed for
half a century, the examples of their undying heroism in the lands of the
East, we have yet been slow to recoguize and employ their power. And
now, in no mere spirit of gallantry, but with abiding gratitude to God, we
would record our appreciative testimony to the efficiency, fidelity and sue-
cess of those noble women who have labored with us in the gospel. And
we would pledge ourselves to the employment of all right methods whereby
their services can be procured and encouraged. Not only are they our most
effective workers, because of their greater zeal, persistency and unselfish
love, but there are more of them than of men. And besides all this, they are
the most available and valuable power in a true pastor’s hand, for securing
the aid of the men.

The result of their own special work in the past twelve years has been a
universal surprise, as is also the recently announced fact that of the four
hundred laborers for Jesus in the land of China, three hundred are christian

Wwomen.

‘We hail their coming to our help. We commend to our churches the em-
ployment of their hands, the encouragement of their hearts, in methods of
their own devising, whereby the stream of christian beneficence shall move
with a broader flow.

The time may be at hand when it will be advisable that they shall ap-
point a Central Committee to combine their efforts, to stimulate the work,
and to give permanent record to their success.

Respectfully submitted,
A. T. SPALDING, Chairman.

78. W. H. McIntosh of Alabama, moved that the Speakers
to-night on the Resolution of I. T. Tichenor, be as unrestricted
as those of last night.

On motion of Joshua Levering of Maryland, this motion was
laid on the Table.

79. I. T. Tichenor of Alabama, read the Report of the Com-
mittee on the Colored Population; and after remarks by J. B,
Hawthorne of Alabama, 8. G. Hillyer of Georgia, W. Howard
of Texas, by permission of the Convention, read au extract; A,
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M. Newman, a colored Pastor of New Orleans, W. H. Robert
of Mississippi, N, W. Wilson of New Orleans, J. W. Rust of
Kentucky, J. W. D. Creath of Texas, was adopted.

The Committee to whom was referred that part of the report of the Home
Mission Board which relates to the religious instruction of the colored peo-
ple of the South, beg leave to report:

The last great command of our ascended Lord, “preach the gospel to
every creature,” is recognized by this Convention as imposing a most im-
perative duty upon the church of the living God. We also recognize the
fact that the finger of Divine Providence may, and often does, point out
the fields in which he would employ the labor of his servants. To be
blind to such direction is to be eriminal and to disregard them when seen is
to be rebellious against the authority of our Saviour and our King, Among
the indications which the master gives that it is our duty to preach the
gospel to a people; the relations we sustain to them oceupies no subordi-
nate position. The great Apostle of the cireumecision said to his Jewish
brethren unto you first God having raised up His son Jesus sent him to bless
you. Itwastothescattered Jews that the chief of the apostles said, since you
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life we turn to the Gentiles. “To the
Jew first afterward to the Greek,” seems to have been the interpretation
placed, by inspired men, upon this command of their Lord.

Such considerations forbid nus to exelude from our minds and heart tho
conviction that the present condition and the past relation which we have
sustained to the colored people of the South emphasize the command of
the Great Head of the Church, and intensify our obligation to give them
the word of Life,

1. The readiness with which they receive the gospel, connected with that
other fact that they are so strongly inclined to accept Baptist principles
and conform to Baptist practices constitutes a potent reason why we should
put forth renewed efforts to spread still wider among them the blessings of
the everlasting gospel. No other religions denomination is so favorably
gituated to save them from the efforts which errorists of every name and
every school are now making and may hereafter make to ensnare them and
lead them to destruction temporal and spiritual.

2. We are encouraged in this work by the fact that, in some parts of the
Sonth, they are exhibiting commendable energy and zeal in the education of
their children and in elevating the standard of ministerial attainments,
among them.

To one who has carefully observed events perhaps no fact in their recent
history is more surprising, or more gratifying to the christian heart, than
the persistency of their efforts in this direction. After deducting all that
may be attributed to a sometimes exaggerated and mistaken view of the
jmmediate results of education to themselves and their offspring; to the
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stimulns of novelty and to their strong propensity to imitate the white
race, there yet remains enongh to satisfy every considerate mind that some
of them have attained such just conceptions of the value of education and
of the blessings of a pure and enlightened christianity as to canse them to
put forth sustained and persistent efforts for their attainment of which
many of our people thought them incapable. There is opening before them
a brighter future, and we now possess all needed assurance, that the labors
we may expend in their behalf will not be as water spilt upon the ground.

3. They constitute an element of our population, and by their very num-
bers must weild no insignificant influence upon the future progress of our
people. In the new civilization which the South is reconstructing out of
the tuins of that grand one which was shaken to fragments by the earth-
quake of civil commotion, they must have a place and whatever may be
our views of their ability to contribute material aid in its erection; we are
all agreed that if they become the prey of ignorance and vice they may
pollute the very sanctuary of our strength and fill all its chambers with the
deadly vapors of a moral pestilence. To prevent such disastrous results
we must spread among them the enlightening, cleansing, sanctifyving power
of the gospel.

4, There are many among us, and among them, who ean never forget the
relations we have sustained to each other in the past; or ever cease to feel
the influence of those strong bonds of sympathy that grew out of that re-
lation. The mad passions of the hour engendered by apparently conflict-
ing interests, the misnnderstanding of each other designedly brought
about by selfish and unscrupulous men; the fear of some evil real, or imag-
inary, suspected, or done, may for a time hold in abeyance the powerful
action of that sympathy; but with the receding waves of passion and poli-
tical agitation it reasserts itself, alike in the heart of the former master,
and the heart of the former slave.

When we think of the years of the past, of the homes of our childhood,
of the days of our youth, of the period of our earlier manhood, they are
associated in kindliest recollections with every scene. Memory brings
forth from her silent halls no bright and joyous picture in which they do
not find a place. They watched our cradle slumbers—they taunght us the
first steps of childhood—they hushed with tender words and with their own
peculiar melodies the wayward cries of our infancy; and on their dusky
bosoms sung us to owr rosy rest. They watched with eager eyes our de-
velopment into manhood—they rejoiced at our marriage t‘ESt.i\'itiog—they
stood sentinel by the bed side of our sick, and with hands made gentle and
tender by the heart’s deep love, they smoothed the pillows of d}-iug loved
ones. They robed the precious clay for its long and dreamless sleep, and
with hearts overwhelmed with sincerest grief, followed themn to the grave,
Buch memories crowd all the past of our lives, and as soon can our right






