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Preamble and Constitution. 

W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other reli­
gious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the 
United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­
stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining and directing the 
energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for the propaga­
tion of the Gospel, agree to the following rules or fundamental principles: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist Con­
vention." 
A R T . II. It shall be the design of this convention to promote foreign 

and domestic missions, and other important objects connected with the 
Redeemer's Kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such portions of 
the Baptist denomination in the United States as may desire a general 
organization for Christian benevolence, which shall fully respect the 
independence and equal rights of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist of members who contribute 
funds, or are delegated by religious bodies contributing funds, on the 
basis of one delegate for every hundred dollars contributed to our funds 
at anytime within the twelve months preceding the meeting of the body; 
and of representatives, on the terms hereinafter specified, from any of 
the following bodies, viz : the Maryland Union Baptist Association, the 
Baptist General Association of Virginia, the Baptist General Association 
of West Virginia, the North Carolina Baptist State Convention, the 
Baptist Convention of Western North Carolina, the State Convention 
of the Baptist Denomination in South Carolina, the Baptist Convention , 
of the State of Georgia, the Florida Baptist State Convention, the Ala­
bama Baptist. State Convention, the Mississippi Baptist State Conven­
tion, the Baptist General Association of Southeastern Mississippi, the 
Louisiana Baptist State Convention, the Baptist State Convention of 
Texas, the Baptist General Association of Texas, the Baptist Convention 
of Eastern Texas, the Arkansas Baptist 'State Convention, the Baptist 
General Association of Western Arkansas and Indian Territory, the 
Tennessee Baptist State Convention, the Baptist General Association of 
Kentucky, the Missouri Baptist General Association, the Southwest 
Missouri Baptist Convention, which bodies shall be allowed one represen­
tative in this Convention for every five hundred dollars which during 
the twelve months ending December 31, previous to the session of this 
Convention, may have been expended by them for objects similar to those 
in the prosecution of which this Convention may be actively engaged, 
which objects are at present those of Foreign Missions, Home Missions, 
Indian Missions and Sunday-school work—Provided, That the official 
organs of such State Convention or General Association shall by the 1st 
day of March preceding the annual session of this Convention have 
communicated to the Home Mission Board of this Convention the 
amount expended by the body in question as above indicated; provided, 
also, that the representatives of these bodies shall be formally appointed 
by the organs thereof in the manner which may by the said bodies be 
hereafter directed, and that their appointment shall be duly certified 
to this Convention. , „ " . • , , 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, and two Secretaries, who shall be elected 
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at each annual meeting, and hold their office until a new election; and 
the officers of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several Boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as many 
Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for carrying out 
the benevolent objects it may determine to promote—all which Boards 
shall continue in office until a new election. Each Board shall consist of 
a President, Vice-President, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor and fifteen 
other members ; seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, 
shall form a quorum for the transaction of business. To each Board shall 
be committed during the recess of the Convention, the entire manage­
ment of all the affairs relating to the object with whose interest it shall 
be charged, all of which management shall be in strict accordance with 
the constitutional provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other 
instructions as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall have 
power to make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer, as it 
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own body, and enact 
its own by-laws. 

A R T . VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for all 
moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and dis­
bursements, and make report of them to the Convention whenever it 
shall be in session, and to his Board as often as required. He shall also, 
on entering the duties of his office, give competent security to the 
President of the Board for all the stock and funds committed to his care 
His books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any member of 
the Convention and of his Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any 
of the treasuries of the Board, but by an order from that Board from 
whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order shall be signed 
by the presiding officer. 

A R T . VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards shall 
maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public bodies as 
the interest of their respective bodies niay require. Copies of all such 
communications, with their answers, if anv, shall be kept by them on 
file. 

A R T . VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards sball keep 
a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents as may 
be committed to them for the purpose. 

A R T . IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries and agents appointed 
by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be members of some 
regular church, in union with the churches composing this Convention. 

A R T . X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Conven­
tion must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of genuine 
piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and talents which fit them for 
the service for which they offer themselves. 

A R T . XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Convention shall 
have the right to specify the object or objects to which their contributions 
shall be applied. But when no such specification is made, the Cenven­
tion will make the appropriation at its own discretion. 

A R T . XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but 
extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approbation 
of any one of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the "attending 
delegates shall form a quorum for the transaction of business. The 
President, or in the event of his death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of 
the Convention, may at the request of two of its Boards, p©stpone or 
alter the place of the meeting of the Convention, when it may be deemed 
by him inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

A R T . XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be 
made in these Articles, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., May 9,1878. 

The Southern Baptist Convention met by appointment, at 
the First Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn., at 10 o'clock A. M., 
the President, James P. Boyce, in the chair. 

2. Hymn, "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name," was sung, 
and the President read the 116th Psalm, after which M. T. 
Sumner, of Alabama, led in prayer. 
3. In the absence of 0. F. Gregory, of Alabama, one of the 

Secretaries, C. E. W . Dobbs, of Kentucky, was appointed 
temporary Secretary. 

4. On call of States the names of delegates were reported; 
and subsequently enrolled by the Committee on Credentials, 
as follows: 

MARYLAND. 

Entitled to 33 Delegates. Present 2. 

STATE AT LARGE.—F. H. Kerfoot, J. W. M. Williams. 

VIRGINIA. 

Entitled to 63 Delegates. Present 20. 

H. A. Tupper, J. B. Jeter, E. W. Warren, A. E. Dickinson, 
Henry McDonald, W. E. Hatcher, T. T. Eaton, George B. Eager, 
j. Wm. Jones, J. L- Carroll, O. F. Flippo, Wm. B. Tanner, Jackson 
B. Wood, George B. Steel, H. Theo. Ellyson, John F. Tanner, J. A. 
Speight, H. A. Tupper, Jr., G. C. Connor. 
RELIGIOUS HERALD.—L. M. Ayer. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Entitled to 41 Delegates. Present^. 

J. H. Pritchard, J. M. Heck, E. Dodson, T. F. Eaton. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Entitled to 46 Delegates. Present 26. 

W E L S H N E C K ASSOCIATION.—John Stout, J. Hartwell Edwards. 

SALUDA ASSOCIATION.—Geo. Wm. Gardner, W m . Henry Strick­

land, E. R. Carswell, Jr. 
CITADEL SQUARE CHURCH.—J. A. Chambliss, G. W. Mclver, Wm. 

Thayer. 
CHESTER C H U R C H . — R . W. Sanders. 

PEE D E E ASSOCIATION.—A. J. S. Thomas. 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE CONVENTION.—J. C Smith, B. F. Miller, 

R. N. Pratt, W. J. Sneider, J. K. Mendenhall, B. C. Lampley, H. A. 

Whitman, C. P. Ervin, C. A. C. Waller, J. C. Hiden, Luther 

Broaddus, J. R. Leavell, E. J. Forrester, A. J. McCoy, F. C. McCants, 
G. H. Carter. 

GEORGIA. 

Entitled to 72 Delegates. Present 22. 

P. H. Mell, S. Boykin, J. H. Kilpatrick, A. W. York, R. B. 
Headden, R. T. Hanks, J. S. Lawton, J. Camp, G. H. Headden, 
W. W. Landrum, J. A. Blanton, D. W. Gwin, W. N. Chaudoin, J. 
A. Harris, T. W. Callaway, R. J. Willingham, T. G. Lawson, J. S. 
Murrow, T. J. Hixson, C. Z. McCord, E. R. Carswell, Sr., A. C. 

Ward, R. J. Bacon, C. H. Strickland. 

FLORIDA. 

Entitled to 4 Delegates. Present 1. 

Paul Willis. 
ALABAMA. 

Entitled to 22 Delegates. Present 22. 

SILOAM BAPTIST CHURCH, M A R I O N . — E . T. Winkler. 

ST. FRANCIS STREET CHURCH, MOBILE.—J. O'B. Lowry, T. B. 

Thames. 
BROAD STREET CHURCH, MOBILE.—B. W. Bussey. 

PALMETTO STREET CHURCH, MOBILE.—Z. A. Owens. 

SCOTTSBORO C H U R C H . — C . B. Roach, L. C. Coulson, W. A. Shoe­
maker. 

MUSCLE SHOALS ASSOCIATION.—Jourd White. 

CENTENNIAL ASSOCIATION.—T. W. Tobey. 

BELLEFONTE C H U R C H . — W . P. Derrick. 

STATE CONVENTION.—W. H. Mcintosh, M. T. Sumner, W. W. 

Sanders, J. B. Lovelace, John F. Lanneau, D. W. McGaughey, J. 
H. Foster, R. C. Keeble, J. H. Hendon, W. F. Kone, J. S. Gibson. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

Entitled to 23 Delegates. Present 23. 

J. W. Bozeman, J. L. Johnson, A. A. Lomax, E. E. King, E. 
Dupree, H. F. Sproules, J. W. Burruss, E. W. Henderson, J. T. 
Christian, N. M. Berry, E. Z. Simmons, L. R. Burrus, M. V. Noff-
singer, W. M. Burr, R. A. Cohran, George Wharton, R. A. Ven­
able, J. S. Berry, E. A. Taylor, M. W. Phillips, T. M. Jackson. 

OXFORD C H U R C H . — Z . T. Leavell. 

COLUMBUS CHURCH.—S. A. Goodwin. 

TEXAS. 

Entitled to 9 Delegates. Present 9. 

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS.—B. H. Carroll, T. N. Coleman, 

J. H. Curry, G. W. Rogers, W. O. Bailey. 

STATE CONVENTION.—W. C. Crane, O. C. Pope, W. H. Dodson, 
J. H. Stribling. 

MISSOURI. 

Entitled to 20 Delegates. Present 20. 

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.—W. P. Yeaman, S. H. Ford, R. 

S. Duncan, W. H. Burnam, J. H. Phillips, E. D. Isbell, D. B. Ray, 
M. E. Motley, H. W. Dodge, J. M. Robinson. 

GENERAL ASSOCIATION.—J. T. Green, J. D. Biggs, A. Rhodes, 
Wm. Ferguson, John T. Williams, L. M. Berry, M. J. Breaker, J-. G. 
Lemen. 

FIRST CHURCH, LEXINGTON.—H. C. Wallace. 

Y O U N G LADIES' MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF BAPTIST COLLEGE, LEX­

INGTON.—A. F. Fleet. 
ARKANSAS. 

Entitled to 7 Delegates. Present 7. 

J. B. Searcy, M. D. Early, Joseph Shackleford, A. M. Russell, J. 
P. Eagle, W. A. Clark, W.' A. Forbes. 

TENNESSEE. 

Entitled to 17 Delegates. Present 17. 

T. G. Jones, W. P. Jones, J. F. B. Mays, J. R. Graves, J. M. 
Phillips, P. T. Glass, E. L. Jordan, W. A. Montgomery, C. E. Dunn, 
A. D. Maney, Anson Nelson, M. Hillsman, S. Landrum, C. R. 

Hendrickson, W. D. Mayfield, A. D. Phillips, S. H. Baird/ 

KENTUCKY. 

Entitled to 80 Delegates. Present 80. 

J. P. Boyce, John A. Broadus, C. H Toy,]W. H. Whitsitt, A. C-
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Caperton, J. L. Burrows, J. W. Warder, C. E. W. Dobbs, N. Long, 

G. S. Williams, W. H. Williams, T. J. Stevenson, J. M. Frost, Jr., 

J. Pike Powers, W. B. Arvin, J. M. Bruce, G. F. Bagby, J. W. Rust, 
Leslie Waggener, T. A. Reid, C. Lewis, T. C. Stack-house, J. F. 
Hardwick, R. M. Dudley, E. H. Black, S. F. Gano, J. A. Kirtley, 
J. M. Lewis, James Watt, T. G. Keen, E. N. Dicken, B. C. Garnett, 
John Graham, T. E. Richey, J. M. Peay, A. F. Pearson, M. E. 
Shaddock, J. S. Coleman, B. F. Eager, E. H. Maddox, A. F. Ross, 

R. S. Fleming, J. H. Butler, W. C. Taylor, R. Jenkins, E. Petri, 
F. C. Plaster, T. M. Barker, B. Manly, Jr., J. C. Atchison, J. E. 
Carter, James Hopewell, T. W. Bibb, S. Borthick, C. W. Dicken, 
A. B. Cates, F. M. Stone, John Patterson, S. F. Thompson, A: B. 

Cabaniss, O. H. Morrow, Joseph Werne, A. B. Miller, J. D. Arnold, 
M. W. Perry, T. N. Lyne, I. N. Walton, J. G. Kendall, T. N. Wells,' 

H. F. Buckner, J. O. Ferrell, L. B. Wolfolk, A. W. Meacham, S. E. 
Trice, J. D. Clardy, A. D. Trimble, J. J. Hickman, R. D. Peay. 

RUSSELLVILLE CHURCH.—S. Baker. 

5. The order of business being the election of officers, G. 

B. Steel, of Yirginia; J. E. Leavell, of South Carolina, and 

D. B. Ray, of Missouri, were appointed tellers for the elec­

tion of President, and reported the re-election of James P. 

Boyce, of Kentucky, to the office of President of the Con­

vention. 

6. E. Dodson, of North Carolina; C. H. Strickland, of 

Georgia, and A. B. Cates, of Kentucky, were appointed tel­

lers for the election of Yice Presidents. 

On motion of T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, it was resolved that 

the four brethren receiving the highest number of votes, shall 

be declared elected. 

The tellers reported the following as elected Vice Presi. 

dents of the Convention: J. B. Jeter, of Virginia; E. T. 

Winkler, of Alabama; W . C.Crane, of Texas; T. G. Jones, 

of Tennessee. 

7. Z. T. Leavell, of Mississippi: B. W . Bussey, of Alabama, 

and W . R. Selvidge, of Texas, were appointed tellers for the 

election of Secretaries. 

On motion of J. W m . Jones, of Virginia, it was resolved 

that the two brethren receiving the highest number of vqtes 

glial! be declared elected. 
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The tellers reported the following as Secretaries of the 
Convention : C. E. W . Dobbs, of Kentucky, and W m . E. 
Tanner, of Virginia. 
8. Pending the reports of tellers, the Convention engaged 

in devotioual exercises, the following brethren speaking or 
leading in prayer: J. B. Jeter, of Virginia; F. C. Plaster, of 
Kentucky; I. B. Kimbrough, of Tennessee; J. H. Stribling, 
of Texas, and S. H. Ford, of Missouri. 
9. T. G. Jones, of Tennessee, delivered to the Convention a 

cordial and eloquent address of welcome from the churches 
and citizens of Nashville and Edgefield, which was respond­
ed to by the President. 

10. On motion of J. B. Jeter, of Virginia, the number of 
members of committees to be appointed by the President of 
the Convention is limited to seven. 

11. J. A. Broadus, of Kentucky, offered a resolution pro­
posing certain amendments to Article III, of the Constitution, 
which was, on motion, referred to the following committee, 
consisting of one delegate from each State: 
J. A. Broadus, Ky.; J. W . M. Williams, Md.; W . E. 

Hatcher, Va.; T. H. Pritchard, N. C; J. A. Chambliss, S. C; 
P. H. Mell, Ga,; Paul Willis, Fla.; E. T. Winkler, Ala.; S. 
A. Goodwin, Miss.; S. Landrum, Tenn.; W . C. Crane, Texas; 
J. B. Searcy, Ark., and W. P. Yeaman, Mo. 

12. The following, offered by W . A. Nelson, of Tennessee, 
was adopted : 
Resolved, That the hours of meeting and adjournment during this 

Convention be as follows : Meet at. 9 A. M.; adjourn at 12:30 p. M.; meet 
at 3 p. M.; adjourn at pleasure. 

13. On motion, adjourned, with prayer by J. A. Kirtley, of 

Kentucky. 

THURSDAY, May 9, 1878—3 o'clock, p. M. 

14. Convention called to order by the President. 
15. The hymn, beginning "Jesus, I Love Thy Charming 

Name," was sung, after which E. W. Warren, of Virginia, 

led in prayer. 
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16. The report of the Board of Foreign Missions was read 
by the Secretary, H, A. Tupper, of Virginia. 

17. On motion of E.W.Warren, of Virginia, the report was 
referred to the following committees, viz.: On Foreign Mis­
sion Journal, on Treasurer's Report, on Woman's Work, on 
African Missions, on China Missions, on Italian Missions, on 
More Generous Giving. 

18. On motion of E. W.Warren, of Virginia, resolved, that 

the report on our Italian Missions be made the order of the 
day for to-morrow (Friday) at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

19. W . H. Whitsitt, of Kentucky, offered certain resolu­
tions relative to woman's work as connected with our Boards, 
which were, after amendment, referred to the Committee on 
Woman's Work. 

20. On motion of T. G. Jones, of Tennessee, a Committee 
on Religious Exercises was appointed, consisting of the Bap­
tist pastors and deacons of the City of Nashville and Edge-
• field. 

21. W . H. Mcintosh, of Alabama, read the report of the 
H o m e Mission Board, which was, on motion of S. Landrum, 
of Tennessee, referred to the following committees: On 
Indian Missions, on Indian Mission Schools, on W o r k of 
the Board in Domestic Department, on Treasurer's Report, 
on Duty to Colored Race, on Kind Words, and so much as 
refers to Woman's Work, to the Committee on Woman's 
W o r k of the Foreign Mission Board. 

22. W . Carey Crane, of Texas, offered the following reso­
lutions, which were, on motion, made the order of the day 
for to-morrow night at 8 o'clock: 

Resolved, That the efforts of the Home Mission Board to foster feeble 
churches at important centers, and to have the gospel preached to the 
destitute among the growing populations of the South and Southwest, 
are commended by every consideration of patriotism and Chris­
tianity, and deserve the liberal support of our churches, and the friends 
of morality and religion. 

Resolved, That the claims of the Indians to our sympathy as Chris­
tians in the work of the world's conversion to God, are second to those of 
no people on the earth. 
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23. J. B. Jeter, of Virginia, offered the following resolu­

tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary be permitted to present its claims to the support of the Denomina­
tion, oh Saturday, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

24. H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, read the report of the 

Treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board. 

25. W . H. Mcintosh, of Alabama, read the report of the 

Treasurer of the H o m e Mission Board. 

26. The following resolution of T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, 

was adopted: 

Resolved, That Rev. G. W. Lasher, of Cincinnati, be recognized as a 
representative of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, and that 
any other visiting brethren present be received, and the usual courtesies 
be extended to them. 

Under the preceding resolution Rev. J. D. Fulton, of 

New York; Smith Sheldon, of N e w York; Lansing Bur­

rows, of N e w Jersey, and Fred G. Thearle, of Chicago, were 

also invited to seats on the floor of the Convention. 

27. The President announced the following committees: 

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 

FOREIGN MISSION JOURNAL—J. H. Kilpatrick, Ga.; O. F. Flippo, 

Va.; G.W. Mclver, S. C; J. O'B. Lowry, Ala; A. A. Lomax, Miss.; O. C. 
Pope, Texas; W m . Ferguson, Mo. 
TREASURER'S REPORT.—Wm. Thayer, S. C; H.T. Ellyson, Va.; J M. 

Heck, N. C; J.S. Lawton, Ga.; J. B. Lovelace, Ala.; E. W. Henderson, 
Miss.; T. N. Coleman, Texas. 
WOMAN'S WORK.—J. W. M. Williams, Md.; J. B. Jeter, Va.; John 

Stout, S. C; D. W. Gwin, Ga.; J. F. Lanneau, Ala.; E. Z. Simmons, Miss.; 
H. W. Dodge, Mo. 
AFRICAN MISSIONS.—W. P. Yeaman, Mo.; J. H. Stribling, Texas; M. 

W Phillips, Miss.; J. H. Foster, Ala.; J. S. Murrow, Ga.; A. J. S. Thomas, 
S. C; A. E. Dickinson, Va. 
CHINA MISSIONS.—T. G. Keen, Ky; W. A. Montgomery, Tenn.; W. H. 

Dodson, Texas; J. L. Johnson, Miss.; T. W. Tobey, Ala; R. B. Head­
den, Ga.; H. W. Dodge, Mo. 
ITALIAN MISSIONS. --B. Manly, K3\; M. T. Sumner, Ala.; C. R. Hen-

drickson, Tenn.; F. H. Kerfoot, Md.; T. H. Pritchard, N. C; J. C. Hi-
den, S. C; W. W. Landrum, Ga. 
M O R E GENEROUS GIVING.—T. T. Eaton, Va.; E Dodson, N. C; W. H. 

Strickland, S. C; W. N. Chaudoin, Ga.; R. C. Keeble, Ala.; N. M. Ber­
ry, Miss.; E. D. Isbell, Mo. 
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H O M E MISSION BOARD. 

INDIAN MISSIONS.—B. H. Carroll, Texas; E. H. Black, Ky.; M. Hills-

man, Tenn.; M. D. Earley, Ark.; R. S. Duncan, Mo.; M. V. Noffsinger, 
Miss.; W. W. Sanders, Ala. 
MISSION SCHOOLS.—Samuel Baker, Ky.; J. H. Foster, Ala.; M. B. Pil­

cher, Tenn.; W. A. Clark, Ark.; M. J. Breaker, Mo; W . H. Dodson, 
Texas; W. M. Burr, Miss. 

W O R K OF B O A R D IN DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.—S. Landrum, Tenn.; 

R. M. Dudley, Ky.; G. B. Eager, Va.; R N. Pratt, S. C; T. W. Calla­
way, Ga.; W. F. Kone, Ala.; W. L. Gibson, Miss. 
TREASURER'S REPORT.—E. W. Warren, Va.; J. C. Smith, S. C; J. 

Camp, Ga.; J. W. Bozeman, Miss.; N. Long, Ky.; J. H. Curry, Texas; 
S. H. Ford, Mo. 
D U T Y TO T H E COLORED PEOPLE.—Joseph Shackleford, Ark.; E. N. 

Dicken,Ky.; J. M. Phillips, Tenn.; J. H. Stribling, Texas; Geo. Whar­
ton, Miss.; R. T. Hanks, Ga.; B. F. Miller, S. C. 
K I N D WORDS.—J. O'B. Lowry, Ala.; W. E. King, Miss.; Rochester 

"SFord,Mo.; W.P. Jones,Tenn.; O. C. Pope, Texas; J. A. Blanton, Ga. 

28. On motion of J. W m . Jones, of Virginia, a Committee 

on Credentials was appointed as follows: C. Lewis, of 

Ky.; W . A. Nelson, of Tenn.; W . H, Burnam, of Mo.; W . 
A" Forbes, of Ark.; F. H. Kerfoot, of Md.; L. R. Burr us, of 
Miss.; J. F. Tanner, of Va.; E. Dodson, of N. C; J. K. 
Mendenhall, of S. C; A. W. York, of Ga.; Z. A. Owens, of 
Ala.; W . C. Crane, of Texas. 
29. A note was read from Bro. D. W . Phillips, of the 

Nashville Baptist Institute for the education of colored minis­
ters, inviting the Convention to visit that Institute in a body. 
On motion the invitation was referred to a committee of five, 
consisting of W . H. Burnam, of Mo.; J. B. Jeter, of Va.; J. 
S. Lawton, of Ga.; J. M. Heck, of N. C; Anson Nelson, of 
Tenn. 
30. An invitation was received from L. C. Garland, Chan­

cellor of the Vanderbilt University, for the members of the 
Convention to visit that institution informally, and accepted 
with thanks. 

31. The Secretary of the Convention read the report of G. 
W . Norton, Treasurer of the Convention, which was ordered 
to be printed in the minutes. 

32. G. W. Norton was re-elected Treasurer, and Nimrod 
Long re-elected Auditor of the Convention. 
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33. On motion the Convention adjourned until 8 o'clock 
to-night, with prayer by S. Boykin. 

T H U R S D A Y , May 9—8 o'clock, p. M. 

34. The Convention sermon was preached by B. H. Carroll, 
of Texas. 

35. On motion of W . H. Mcintosh, of Alabama, the same 
rules of order as were in use at the last session of the Con­
vention were adopted for the government of this. 

36. Adjourned with benediction by L. B. Woolfolk, of 
Kentucky. 

F R I D A Y , May 10,1878—9 o'clock, A. M.. 

37. Convention called to order by the President. The 
hymn commencing "Come W e that Love the Lord" was sung, 
and the President read the 46th Psalm. Prayer by G. W . 
Lasher, of Ohio, , 

38. The Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
39. W . H. Burnam, from the Committee to which was 

referred the invitation of D. W . Phillips, requesting the 
Southern Baptist Convention to attend the Nashville Theo­
logical Institute, read a report, which was amended and 
adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be return ed*to Brother 
. Phillips for his kind invitation, and that a committee of seven be ap­
pointed to visit the Institute. 
The following were appointed said committee: W . H. 

Burnam, Mo.; Leslie Waggener, Ky.; H. McDonald, Va.; M . 
W : Phillips, Miss.; J. C. Hiden, S. C ; J.H. Kilpatrick, Ga., 
and E. Dodson, N. C. 
40. A n invitation was received from Wj. E. Ward, of Nash­

ville, for the members of the Convention to visit his Semi­
nary for Young Ladies informally, which was accepted with 

thanks. 
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41. T. G. Jones, of Tennessee, reported from the Commit­
tee on Religious Exercises, recommending that half an hour 
be devoted to religious exercises each morning, commencing 

at 11 o'clock. 

42. Truman Sumner, of N e w York, one of the former Sec­
retaries of this body, being present, was invited to a seat on 
the floor. 

43. The hour of 10 o'clock having arrived, the report of 
the Committee on Italian Missions was read by the chairman, 
B. Manly, Jr., of Kentucky, as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITALIAN MISSIONS. 

The progress of our mission in Italy during the.past year has been en­
couraging to every thoughtful observer. While the storms of war have 
been sweeping over Eastern Europe, and the heavy clouds of still more 
terrific struggles have been hanging with threatening gloom over the 
whole continent, the light of the Gospel of Peace has been kindled in 
humble hearts, and the truth has made silent but important inroads upon 
the domain of darkness. 
While our imaginations may be thrilled at the names of our preaching 

stations, memorable in historic story, Rome, Naples, Venice, Milan, 
Modena, and others, our hearts are cheered by the more substantial evi­
dence of good accomplished, of souls converted, of three native ministers 
raised up in God's providence during the year, and of the 32 baptisms, 
and over 50 hopeful inquirers at our ten centers of labor and influence 
throughout Italy. W e are strongly impressed with the prudence, as well 
as the earnestness and zeal with which our work has been conducted 
amid multiplied embarrassments and discouragements. 
All this foundation work had, of course, to be done deliberately, and it 

may seem to some to have been dilatory. But it is always so with solid 
and permanent work. Now, however, the era for advance all along the 
line, and especially at the central station of Rome, seems to have been 
reached. The long-wished-for Locale in the city of Rome has been-
purchased, and we are now able to enjoy the advantage of a settled hab­
itation for our mission work there The delay in purchasing has given 
us the advantage of securing what is thought, by competent judges 
familiar with the spot, to be "the finest place" in the whole city for our 
mission premises. It is on one of the great thoroughfares, two hundred 
yards from the Pantheon, a hundred yards from the University of Rome. 
Its cost, which must be met in three months, is $25,800 in gold, only 
about five thousand dollars more than the sum already collected and on 
hand for that purpose. That amount, we trust, will be provided for be-7 

fore the close of this Convention 
It is impossible to over-estimate the importance of this movement. It 
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i* the crisis in the history of our missions in Italy. Let us meet it man­
fully, liberally, and at once. B. M A N L Y , JR., Ch. 

The report was discussed by B. Manly, Jr., of Kentucky; 
H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, and at some length by Henry 
McDonald, of Virginia. 
Pending the remarks of Bro. McDonald, the President 

called attention to the fact that the hour set apart for devo­
tional exercises (11 o clock) had arrived; whereupon it was 
decided to defer the same until 12 o'clock, M. At the close 
of Bro. McDonald's remarks, H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, the 
Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, asked for subscrip­
tions by States, and also by individuals, to the R o m e Chapel 
Fund, when the sum of |7,300.00 was pledged. 

On motion, the report of the Committee on Italian Mis­
sions was adopted. 

44. The President introduced S. S. Cutting, representing 
the American Baptist H o m e Mission Society, of N e w York, 
who addressed the Convention. 

45. H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, moved that the Chair ap­
point seven members of the Convention to attend the meet­
ing of the American Baptist H o m e Mission SocietjT at its en­
suing anniversary at Cleveland, Ohio. Adopted. 
46. On motion, the following brethren were appointed a 

committee on the time and place of the next meeting :, T. G. 
Keen, Ky., Luther Broaddus, S. C, D. W . Gwin, Ga., S. A. 
Goodwin, Miss., W. H. Carroll, Texas. 
47. J. D. Fulton, of New York, briefly addressed the Con­

vention. 
48. The hour of 12 o'clock having arrived, the Convention 

devoted the half hour to devotional exercises, conducted by 
J. W. M. Williams, of Maryland. 

49. Adjourned with prayer by T. H. Mell, of Georgia. 

FRIDAY, May 10,1878—3 P. M. 

50. Convention called to order by the President, when the 

2 
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hymn was sung, commencing, " Work for the Night is Com­
ing." Prayer by M. W . Phillips, of Mississippi. 

51. E. W . Warren, of Virginia, read the report of the 
Committee on the report of the Treasurer of the Home Mis­
sion Board, which was on motion adopted, as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TREASURER'S REPORT OF 
HOME MISSION BOARD. 

The receipts of the Board for the year amounted to $12,960.43. Dis­
bursements for the same period, $10,995.71; leaving a balance in hand of 

$1,964.72. 
The Board is to be congratulated on the successful management of its 

finances. 
It is n o w in a position to enlarge the sphere of its usefulness. It is 

anxious to send out its missionaries into all the destitute regions of the 
South. It feels deeply the needs of the people, and greatly regrets its 
inability to respond to every application that is made. But it has adopted 
the wise and only safe policy of " going as far and as fast only as the 
means in its possession will authorize." 

E. W. WARREN, Ch. 

52. William Thayer, of South Carolina, read the report of 
the Committee on report of the Treasurer of the Foreign 
Mission Board, which was adopted, as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TREASURER'S REPORT OF 
FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 

The Committee on Treasurer's report of Foreign Mission Board beg 
leave to report: 
That they have duly examined the account submitted to them. To a 

critical observer the printed account shows a slight discrepancy in the 
aggregate of debt and credit sides, but it is only an apparent difference, 
which w e deem only proper to note, and arising from typographical er­
rors in the printed figures, the balance as stated being correctly given, as 
per the duly audited account. 
Considering the stringency of the times, we find cause for congratula­

tion in an increased amount of receipts during the past year, an actual 
excess of $1,722.24 over the prior fiscal year—which we hope is but an 
earnest of much greater increase during the present year. 
Your Committee cannot refrain from expressing their conviction that 

in large measure the results, as shown for the year, are greatly due to the 
indefatigable efforts of the Corresponding Secretary, and from their ex­
aminations they find that by his personal efforts he has invariably met 
with large success at comparatively small cost. 
Your Committee are induced to venture the suggestion to the Foreign 

Board that in their judgment it would be largely remunerative if the 
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Corresponding Secretary could be more generally in the field. This 
would require larger clerical force in his office during his absence, but 
your Committee believe that such arrangement and additional expense 
necessary .thereto would be measures well taken, and tend for good, not 
only financially, but in inciting a more general interest in the cause of 
missions. 

The Italian Mission being a matter of special reference, we only 
remark on the R o m e Chapel Fund, that, as shown by the account ren­
dered, the aggregate of investment and cash on hand held therefor is 
the sum of $22,166.59. The decline in gold necessarily affects the present 
value of the United States bonds, in which the investment was made, 
and the net cash value of the aggregate stated will be somewhat reduced, 
but we would hope that the appeal made for the amount necessary to 
complete the purchase recently made by Brother Taylor will meet a ready 
and hearty response, so that no longer will our Church at R o m e be a 
matter prospective, but an accomplished fact. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM THAYER, 

H. THEO. ELLYSON, 

J. M. HECK, 

J. B. LOVELACE, 

JAMES S. LAWTON, 

T. N. COLEMAN, 

Committee. 
53. T, G. Keen, of Kentucky, read the report of the Com­
mittee on China Missions, which was, on motion, adopted as 
follows, after discussion by J. B. Jeter, of Virginia; T. G. 
Keen, of Kentucky; L. B. Woolfolk, of Kentucky; A. B. 
Cabaniss, of Kentucky; E. Z. Simmons, of Mississippi; J. 
L. Burrows, of Kentucky, J. W. M. Williams, of Maryland : 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHINA MISSIONS. 

One thing that separates the religion of Jesus from all the religions of 
men, is its adaptation to the moral wants of the world, and its design to 
save men out of all nations, and at length to spread its peaceful sway 
from one end of the World to the other. "The kingdoms of this world 
are to become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ*" 
And this is to be accomplished by God, through the agency of His re­

deemed people. They form the earthly force through which the Holy 
Ghost will bring the nations into allegiance to God their Sovereign* 
"For out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem." The promises and purposes of God in the salvation of the 
world, as also His own agency, contemplate the work of divinely ap­
pointed human agencies. The message of reconciliation is to be borne, 
not by angels, but men, to the perisning. The parting precept of the 
risen Saviour, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature," is still urged on the disciples of Jesus, |md sit will continue to 
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be binding until it shall have been fully executed, and every dweller on 
our earth made to know and accept H i m as the author of salvation. 
Every one has a work to do in this system of divinely appointed agen­
cies. In some way he can contribute to the advance of the Kingdom of 
Emmanuel; and the prayer of every one should be, "Lord, what wilt 
Thou have m e to do." The promise of the Saviour's presence and the 
Spirit's aid has been given. B y sympathy, prayer, and pecuniary con­
tributions, as well as by actual progress in, and labor among the heathen, 
we may do our part of the appointed work. 
China, with its teeming millions, presents a field all ready for the 

harvest. All civil barriers have been removed, and China is fully 
accessible to the Missionary of the Cross. H o w vast the field! It is 
estimated that there are not less than five hundred millions of im­
mortal souls in that Empire. There are four hundred millions in 
China proper. A m o n g these, according to the best estimate we can get, 
there are about five hundred thousand R o m a n Catholics, and about 
seventy thousand Protestant Christians. There are then four hundred 
millions of Chinese that still bow at the shrine of heathen gods. They 
are ignorant of the way of life, hastening to the judgment bar, without 
even an offer of salvation. 
If these people are saved through "the knowledge of Jesus," such 

knowledge must be carried to them by the Churches of Jesus, through 
their appointed messengers. 
Let us not look upon all this as mere spectators, but as interested men, 

sensible of the obligation that rests upon us, to make known to them 
the Message of Salvation. W e have a solemn and responsible work to 
do, and relying upon H i m who has assured us of His presence and aid, 
let us with Christian manliness address ourselves to it. 

Signed by the Committee, 
T. G. KEEN, Ch. 

54. Jno. A. Broadus, of Kentucky, presented the report 

of the Committee on Amendments to the Constitution, which 

was discussed by him, J. G. Lemen, of Missouri, and J. S. 

Lawton, of Georgia. 

55, On motion of Jos. Shackleford, of Arkansas, the 

Convention adjourned to meet at 8 o'clock, to-night, after 

prayer by J. H. Kilpatrick, of Georgia. 

FRIDAY, May 10, 1878—8 oclock p. M. 

56. Convention called to order by the President. The 
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hymn was sung, commencing, "Jesus I Love thy Charming 
Name." 

Prayer by A. Van Hoose, of Tennessee. Singing, by the 
choir and congregation, of the hymn, commencing, "The 
Morning Light is Breaking." 

57. The hour of the special order having arrived, the 
resolutions of W . C. Crane, of Texas, relative to the work of 
the Home Mission Board, were taken up, and after discussion 
by W . H. Mcintosh and J. O'B. Lowry, of Alabama; John 
A. Broadus, of Kentucky, and G. W . Rogers, of Texas, a 
collection was taken up for the Board, amounting to $973 
in pledges, and $48.88 in cash. The resolutions were subse­
quently adopted, as follows: 

Resolved: That the efforts of the H o m e Mission Board to foster feeble 
churches at important centers, and to have the Gospel preached to the 
destitute among the growing populations of the South and Southwest, 
are commended by every consideration of patriotism and Christianity, 
and deserve the liberal support of our churches, and the friends of mor­
ality and religion. 
Resolved, That the claims of the Indians to our sympathy as Chris­

tians in the work of the world's conversion to God, are second to those 
of no people on the earth. 

58. An invitation to the Convention to visit informally the 
public schools was received trom J. L. Weakley, President, 
and accepted with thanks. 

59. Adjourned with benediction by B. Manly, Jr., of 
Kentucky. 

SATURDAY, May 11,1878—9 o'clock A. M. 

60. The Convention was called to order by the President. 
The hymn, commencing, "Come Thou Fount of Every Bless­
ing," was sung; the ninth chapter of Mark, commencing 
with the 2nd verse, was read by the President, and prayer 
was offered by J. T. Williams, of Missouri. 

61. J. H. Kilpatrick, of Georgia, read the report of the 
Committee on the "Foreign Mission Journal," which was 

adopted as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSION JOURNAL. 

The Committee on "Foreign Mission Journal" submit the following 
report: W e are gratified to find that the Journal is self-sustaining, and 
that its circulation is increasing. The diffusion of Missionary intelli­
gence is a necessity. Short, pungent articles, stirring up the hearts of 
the people, are a necessity. Both these necessities are intended to be 
met by the Foreign Mission Journal. M a y its circulation and its conse­
quent usefulness be increased a hundred fold. 

J. H. KILPATRICK, Ch. 

62. W . P. Yeaman, of Missouri, read the report of the 
Committee on African Missions, which, after discussion by 
Jos. E. Carter, of Kentucky; E. W . Warren, of Virginia, and 
J. G. Lemen, of Missouri, was, on motion, recommitted to 
the Committee. 

63. W . P. Yeaman, of Missouri, was at his request relieved 
from further service on the Committee on African Missions, 
and E. W . Warren, of Virginia, added to the same. 
/ 64. On motion of E^T. Winkler, of Alabama, the regular 

/ order was suspended, and" tJieTr̂ port of the Committee on 
Constitutional Amendments was taken up, 

65. On motion of T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, a call of the house 
was ordered. After the call of the State of Missouri, on 
motion of W . E. Tanner, of Virginia, further proceedings 
under the call were dispensed with. 

66. On motion of P,,,EL Mell, of Georgia, the vote of yes-
/ terday ordering the main question on the Report of the Com­

mittee on Constitutional Amendments, was reconsidered. 
67. The report was then discussed by L. B. Woolfolk, of 

Kentucky; W . P. Yeaman, of Missouri; J\A^j3road_us, of 
Kentucky, and after amendment was adopted by the necessary 
two-thirds vote of all the members of the Convention, as fol­
lows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Your Committee, after having duly considered the document referred 
to them, and made some alterations in it, beg leave to recommend the fol­
lowing amendment: 
In Art. ILL of the Constitution, strike out the words, "provided 

however," and from that point to the end of the article as it n o w stands 
and substitute the following words; 
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And of representatives, on the terms hereinafter specified, from any 
of the following bodies, viz.: the Maryland Union Baptist Association, 
the Baptist General Association of Virginia, the Baptist General Asso­
ciation of West Virginia, the North Carolina Baptist State Convention, 
the Baptist Convention of Western North Carolina, the State Conven­
tion of the Baptist Denomination in South Carolina, the Baptist Con­
vention of the State of Georgia, the Florida Baptist State Convention, 
the Alabama Baptist State Convention, the Mississippi Baptist State Con­
vention, the Baptist General Association of S.E. Mississippi, the Louisiana 
Baptist State Convention, the Baptist State Convention of Texas,the Bap­
tist General Association of Texas, the Baptist Convention of Eastern 
Texas, the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, the Baptist General As­
sociation of Western Arkansas anH Indian Territory, the Tennessee 
Baptist State Convention, the Baptist General Association of Kentucky, 
the Missouri Baptist General Association, the Southwest Missouri Bap­
tist Convention which bodies shall be allowed one representative in this 
Convention for every five hundred dollars which during the twelve 
months ending December 31, previous to the session of this Convention 

may have been expended by them for objects similar to those in the pros­
ecution of which this Convention may be actively engaged, which ob­
jects are at present those of Foreign Missions, Home Missions, Indian 
Missions and Sunday School work—Provided, That the official organs 
of such State Convention or General Association shall, by the 1st day of 
March preceding the annual session of this Convention, have communi­
cated to the Home Mission Board of this Convention, the amount ex­
pended by the body in question, as above indicated ; provided, also, that 
the representatives of these bodies shall be formally appointed by the 

organs thereof in the manner which may by the said bodies be hereafter 
directed, and that their appointment shall be duly certified to this Con­
vention. In behalf of the Committee. 

J O H N A. BROADUS, Ch. j 

68. The President read the following telegram : 

SHANGHAI, CHINA, May 10, 1878. 

Io President Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn.: 

"Matthew ix, 36-.38" M. T. YATES. 

On motion of E. T. Winkler, of Alabama, the President 
was requested to respond thereto. 

69. The hour of 11 o'clock having arrived, the Convention 
went into devotional exercises. 

70. After the usual half hour had been spent in devotional 
exercises, the President resumed the chair, and announced 
that he would send Brother Yates the following reply to his 

telegram: 
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"Ezra 10:4. (Arise, for this matter belongeth unto thee; we also will 
be with thee; be of good courage and do it)." 

71. The hour for the special order having arrived, the 

claims of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary were 

presented by James P. Boyce, of Kentucky; J. B.Jeter, of 

Virginia; John A. Broadus, of Kentucky, and J. C. Hiden, 

of South Carolina; after which about $6,000 were pledged. 

72. The Committee on Religious Exercises reported the 

appointments for preaching on Sunday. 

73. On motion, the Convention adjourned with benediction 

by J. W . Warder, of Kentucky. 

SATURDAY, May 11, 1878—3 o'clock p. M. 

74. Convention called to order by the President. The 

hymn was sung, commencing, "Salvation, O the Joyful Sound.*' 

Prayer by C. Lewis, of Kentucky". 

75. Joseph Shackleford, of Arkansas, read the report of the 

Committee on "Our duty to the Colored Race," which, after 

discussion by S. F. Thompson, of Kentucky; Jos. Shackle­

ford, of Arkansas; W.,H. Whitsitt, of Tennessee; Nelson 

Merry, (colored), of Tennessee ; Samuel Baker, of Kentucky; 

L. B. Fish, of Tennessee, E. W . Warren, of Virginia; R. T. 

Hanks, of Georgia; J. W . Rust, of Kentucky; S. H. Ford, 

of Missouri ; W . H. Mcintosh, of Alabama; J. S. Lawton, 

of Georgia; S. S. Cutting, of N e w York, Corresponding 

Secretary of the American Baptist H o m e Mission Society, 
was adopted, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DUTY TO THE COLORED 
RACE. 

The Committee to whom was referred that part of the report of the 
Home Mission Board, relating to the colored people, beg leave to re­
port : 
W e are most profoundly impressed with the conviction, that the 

Baptists of the South are under the highest obligation to do what they 
can to elevate and improve the colored population in their midst both 
in morals and religion. They form a part of those to whom we are 
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commanded to preach the Gospel. They have immortal souls to be 
saved or lost. If it i8 our duty to send the Gospel to the benighted 
sons and daughters of Africa—and this we assume—it is equally our 
duty to give this same precious Gospel, "which is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth," to tbe children of Africa, who 
are in our midst. If it is our duty to supply the "Word of Life" to the 
destitute of our own race, in our own country, (and who will question it?) 
it is equally our duty to give it to the colored people who live among 
us. Their skins are dark, it is true, but they are sinners, and if saved, 
are to be saved by the same precious blood that redeems and cleanses us. 
In former years, these people were our servants, they toiled and labored 
for us. As Christians, then, we thought it to be our duty to teach them 
the truths of the Bible, and we did so. As ministers we preached to them, 
and many of them listened to our teachings and gladly received the word. 
Has the change in the relationship that onee existed between us 
destroyed our responsibility ? Does this change make it any less our 
duty to give them the.Gospel and all the help we can in their efforts to 
advance in education, morals, and religion ? W e think not, but on the 
contrary, we think their present condition demands of us 
more aetive work in their behalf, than we have ever 
done. They are to-day in greater need of the purifying and elevating 
influences of the Gospel than ever before Suddenly thrown upon 
their own resources—having erroneous ideas of freedom—liable to be 
led into error and excesses of various kinds by designing and wicked 
men, who take advantage of their ignorance and prejudices, they 
should be the special objects of our sympathy and prayers. W e should 
feel, as Baptists, that we owe it as a special duty to these people, under 
an obligation stronger than we owe to any people, outside of our own 
country, to give them religious instruction. The peculiar relation that 
exists between us and the colored people now—the fact that they are to 
live with us as citizen* of the same Government, possessing with us 
the same rights and privileges under the law, should prompt us to do 
what we can to elevate them, and thereby qualify them for their new 
relationship and new duties. W e are gratified to know that there is an 
increasing desire among the colored people to listen to the preaching and 
religious ins ruction of the white brethren. They are beginning to see 
their need of such instruction and are calling for it. This is a hopeful 
sign, and w° should at once avail ourselves of the opportunity which 
presents itself for doing good among them. Your Committee would 
suggest that there is no better way for us to cultivate this growing dis­
position among them, than for our Pastors to work with them and give 
them such instruction as they may be able. W e would recommend that 
the Pastors of our churches preach regularly to the colored people, on 
Sabbath evenings, as in former years, where it is acceptable to them. 
As a means by which the ministers among these people, and their 

churches, may be instructed more perfectly in our doctrines and church 
government, we renew the suggestion made last year, that Ministers' 
Institutes be organized, and that our ministerial brethren give their 
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special attention to these Institutes so as to make them productive of 
good. W e would also recommend that the H o m e Mission Board con­
tinue the work of missions among the colored people, as it has ability, 

and we would urge upon our State Conventions, General Associations, 
and churches, to contribute to this object. The valley of the Mississippi 
presents a wide field for mission work among the colored people. They 

are gradually gravitating to the rich and productive lands of that valley. 
Our Board should be able to send out Missionaries, both white and 

colored, to this field. 

There is another hopeful sign that manifests itself among the col­
ored people. They have a great ambition to secure an education for 
themselves and their children. This is praiseworthy, and we should 

encourage it. They form a very important factor in our political econ­
omy They have the ballot ; to cast it intelligently, they must be en­
lightened—they must be educated. Duty to them and to ourselves de­
mands that we aid them to secure an education for themselves and their 

children, that they may be fitted for the duties ofcitizenship. There is 
one other recommendation that we would make. It is this—we should 

circulate religious literature among them, in the form of tracts and de­
nominational books. Their ministers need instruction in our denom­
inational doctrines. It is true that the natural tendency of the colored 
people seems to be toward the Baptists. But a great many of them who 
become Baptists appear to think that the only difference between us and 
other denominations of Christians is upon the subject of baptism. They 
understand very little about our church government, and many other 
peculiarities that distinguish us as Baptists. They need instruction upon 

these points, as well as upon others relating to holy living. Much good 
can be accomplished in this direction by the dissemination of religious 
and denominational literature among them. Those of them who can 
read, and many of them can, will read every book you place in their 
hands. 
W e close this report by an earnest appeal to the members of this Con­

vention, and through them to the churches they represent, to give more 
attention to the mission work among the colored people. Aid your 
Board in its efforts to carry out the instructions of the Convention. It is 

made the duty of the Home Mission Board to sustain missionaries 

among these people. That Board must have money to do this. The 
churches—the Baptists of the South, must furnish the money. They 
are able, and they should not quietly, and by their inaction, turn over to 
others a work which belongs peculiarly to themselves. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jos. SHACKLEFORD, 

E. X DICKEN, 

J. M. PHILLIPS, 

R. T. H A N K S , 

B. F. MILLER, 

J. H. STRIBLING, 

G E O W H A R T O N , 

Committee 
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76. Samuel Baker, of Kentucky, read the report of the 

Committee on Indian Mission Schools, which was discussed 
by him. 

Pending the discussion of this report the Convention, on 

motion of W . C. Crane, of Texas, adjourned, with benedic­

tion by J. B. Jeter, of Virginia. 

MONDAY, M A Y 13, 1878—9 o'clock, A. M. 

77. The Convention was called to order by the President. 

The hymn, commencing, "I Love to Tell the Story," was 

sung, after which the President read the 25th chapter of 

Matthew, commencing at'the 14th verse. Prayer by S. Lan­

drum, of Tennessee. 

78. The minutes of Saturday were read and approved. 

79. The discussion of the report on Indian Mission Schools 

was resumed by H. F. Buckner, of Indian Territory, after 

which it was adopted. 

REPORT ON INDIAN MISSION SCHOOLS. 

The Committee on Indian Mission Schools submit the following 
report: 
The history of the attempts to civilize and Christianize the Indians of 

this country, is fraught with valuable instruction. The importance of 
combining education and Christianity has been seen from the first. The 
early colonists of N e w England and Virginia not only sought to teach 
the Aborigines the true knowledge of God, but they also taught them agri­
culture and the other most necessary arts of civilized life. Schools were 
established among them, not only to impart religious instruction, but 
also husbandry and the mechanical arts. A n d while the early colonists 
labored with considerable success to induce their savage neighbors to 
adopt civilized usages, to bring them under the influence of Christianity, 
since the establishment of the United States Government, that Govern­
ment has done much, incidentally, to promote missions among the 
Indians. In making treaties with them, the Government has induced 
them to set apart large sums from the price paid for their lands by the 
United States, for the promotion of education and religion as well as the 
useful arts. These sums are generally paid to the Indians in the shape 
of annuities. The annuities due to the Indians from the Government 
are simply the interest of a fund held in trust, created from the sale of 
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lands belonging to the Indians. This fund is under the care of the 
Secretary of the Interior, the interest payable to the order of the Council. 
In the plan proposed to this Convention, through our H o m e Mission 
Board, for the establishment of a Manual Labor School, for boys and 
girls among the Creeks, the Creek Nation proposes to give to us, on 
certain stipulated conditions, for the establishment of such a school, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, and a further appropriation of six 
thousand dollars per annum, for the education of fifty boys and fifty 
girls, the former to be instructed in husbandry and the mechanical arts, 
doing the work of the farm, the latter to be trained in all that pertains 
to the economy of the household. The annual appropriation of six 
thousand dollars is contingent upon the erection of the necessary 
buildings, the preparation of the farm for culture, and the appointment 
of a Superintendent and Teachers, and will begin with the opening of the 
school. In accepting such a proposal, there is, on the part of this 
Convention, no compromise of Baptist principles. There is no union 
of Church and State in this case. The one hundred and sixty acres of 
land which the Creek Nation proposes to give us for this school, is the 
property of the Nation in common, and is allowed for the purpose of 
teaching their boys agriculture. The six thousand doUars per annum 
which they appropriate for educational purposes is not to be raised by 
taxation, nor is it to be a gift from the United States Government. This 
sum is the interest of a fund held in trust by the United States Govern­
ment, and belonging to the Creek Indians, and was created by the sale 
of their lands on the east of the Mississippi River. It was set apart as a 
school fund by the Creeks themselves, and it cannot be appropriated for 

other purposes. 
It has been the settled policy of the United States Government to 

encourage the Indian tribes to appropriate large sums from the annuities 
received from Government, for the establishment of schools and the 
promotion of the arts. And these sums have been generally expended 
through the several missionary societies, aud of course by the mission­
aries, as the persons most competent for the task; many, if not all of 
them, being well acquainted with the various handicrafts most necessary 
to the partially civilized people among whom they live. The Govern­
ment has uniformly encouraged the policy of thus applying these suras 
through the Mission Boards of Christian denominations, and for more 
than half a century Baptist Missionary Boards have had a share in apply­
ing these funds, as is shown in the reports of the Baptist Tri-ennial Con­
vention, the Missionary Union, and other Baptist organizations. 
And the project of establishing such a school in the Creek Nation as is 

now proposed to us is by no means a new project, and our H o m e Mission 
Board regard the establishment of this school as indispensable to the 
successful prosecution of our work there in the future. In proportion as 
other Indian tribes have multiplied schools and academies, not only have 
they made astonishing progress in everything that characterizes civili­
zation in general, but a character of permanence and wide-spread 
influence has been given to their religious institutions. Those who take 
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the lead in introducing agriculture, schools, and mechanics among the 
Indians, acquire great influence over them; and those educated in the 
schools will become the leading minds in the nation, and do much in 
forming the national character. The opportunity afforded to this Con­
vention of establishing a Manual Labor School in the Creek Nation is 
too important to be neglected. If we fail to carry out this enterprise, we 
may expect comparative failure in other departments of our mission 
work among the Indians. They will lose confidence in us, will make 
other provisions for the education of their youth, and we may be com­
pelled to retire in disgrace from a field, in which hitherto the Lord has 
richly blessed us. W e close by urging upon the Home Mission Board 
the use of all practicable means for establishing at as early period as 
is possible, the proposed Manual Labor School among the Creeks. 

SAMUEL BAKER. 

W. M. BURR. 

MANLY J BREAKER. 

W. A. CLARK. 

M. B. PILCHER. 

J. H. FOSTER. 

Committee. 
80. On motion of E. T. Winkler, a committee of one from 
each State was appointed to nominate new Boards, as follows: 
W . C. Crane, of Texas; F. H. Kerfoot, of Missouri; J. 

L. Carroll, of Virginia; E. Dodson, of North Carolina; J. K. 
Mendenhall, of South Carolina; E. R. Carswell, Sr., of Geor­

gia; L. C. Coulson, of Alabama ; M. P. Lowry, of Mississippi; 

H. C. Wallace, of Missouri; J. P. Eagle, of Arkansas; E. L. 

Jordan, of Tennessee ; T. C. Stackhouse, of Kentucky. 

81. The President read a communication from the Savan­
nah River Association, which was referred to the following 

committee : 

A. E. Dickinson, Virginia; E. T. Winkler, Alabama; J. 

W . Warder, Kentucky; A. D. Phillips, Tennessee; E. R. 

Carswell, Jr., Georgia; W C. Crane, Texas; H. C. Wallace, 
Missouri. 

82. J. H. Stribling, of Texas, read the report of the Com­

mittee on African Missions. Amended and adopted as fol­

lows : 
ON AFRICAN MISSIONS. 

The Committee on African Missions submit the following report: In 
obeying the command to preach the Gospel to all nations and to every 
creature, the perishing millions of Africa have strong claims on this 
Convention, and the Baptists of the South. We thank God for what 


