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PREAMBLE AND CONSTITUTION.

We, the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other reli-
gious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the United
BStates, met in Convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, for the pur-
pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our constituents
b%' organizing a plan for eliciting, combining and directing the energies
of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for the propagation of
the Gospel, agree to the following ruies or fundamental principles:

ArricLg 1. This body shall be styled the “Southern Baptist Con-
vention.”

Art. IL Tt shall be the design of this Convention to promote foreign
and domestic missions, and other important objects connected with the
Redeemer’s Kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such portions of
the Baptist denomination in the United States as may desire a general
organizat-ion for Christian benevolence, which shall fully respect the
independence and equal rights of the churches,

ARrr, ITI. The Convention shall consist of members who contribute
funds, or are delegated by religious bodies contributing funds, on the
hasis of one delegate for every hundred dollars contributed to our funds
at any time within the twelve months preceding the meeting of the body;
and of representatives, on the terms hereinafter specified, from any of
the following bodies, viz; the Maryland Union Baptist Association, the
Baptist General Association of Virginia, the Baptist General Association
of West Virginia, the North Carolina Baptist State Convention, the
Baptist Convention of Western North Carolina, the State Convention
of the Baptist Denomination in South Carolina, the Baptist Convention
of the State of Georgia, the Florida Baptist State Convention, the Ala
abama Baptist State Convention, the Mississippi Baptist State Conven-
tion, the Baptist General Association of Southeastern Mississippi. the
Louisiana Baptist State Convention, the Baptist State Convention of
Texas, the Baptist General Association of Texas, the Baptist Convention
of Eastern Texas, the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, the Baptist
General Association of Western Arkansas and Indian ’l‘erritory. the
Tenuessee Baptist State Convention, the Baptist General Association of
Kentucky, the Missouri Baptist General Association, the Southwest
Missouri Baptist Convention, which bodies shall be allowed one represen-
tative in this Convention for every five hundred dollars which, during
the twelve months ending December 81, previous to the session of this
Convention, may have been expended by them for objects similar to those
in the prosecution of which this Convention may be actively engaged,
which objects are at present those of Foreign Missions, Home Missions,
Indian Missions and Sunday-school work—Provided, that the official
organs of such State Convention or General Association shall, by the 1st
day of March preceding the annual session of this Convention, have
communicated to the Home Mission Board of this Convention the
amount expended by the body in question as above indicated; qumd.,
also, that the representatives of these bodies shall be formally appointed
by the organs thereof in the manner which may by the said bodies be
hereafter directed, and that their appointment shall be duly certified to
this Convention, ;

Axr. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four
Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, and two Secretaries, who shall be elected
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at each annual meeting, and hold their office until a new election; and
the officers of the Convention shall he, each by virtue of his office, mem-
bers of the several Boards.

ART. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as many
Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for carrying
out the benevolent objects it may determine to promote—all which
Boards may continue in office until a new election. Each Board shall
consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor,
and fifteen other members; seven of whom, including one or more of
the officers, shall form a quorum for the transaction of business. To
each Board shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention,
the entire management of all the affairs relating to the object with
whose interest it shall be charged, all of which management shall be in
strict accordance with the constitutional provisions adopted by this
Convention, and such other instructions as may be given from time to
time. Each Board shall have power to make such compensation to its
Secretaries and Treasurer as it may think right, fill the vacancies occur-
ring in its own body, and enact its own by-laws.

ARrT. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for
all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and dis-
bursemen's, and make report of them to the Convention whenever it
shall be in session, and to his Board as often as required. He shall also,
on entering the duties of his office, give competent security to the Pres-
ident of the Board for all the stock and funds committed to his care.
His books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any member of
the Convention and of his Board No moneys shall be paid out of any
of the treasuries of the Board, but by an order from that Board from
whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order shall be signed
by the presiding officer.

Arr. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards shall
maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public bodies as
the interest of their respective bodies may require. Copies of all such
gcl)mmunications, with their answers, if any, shall be kept by them on

e.

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents
as may be committed to them for the purp ose.

Arr. IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and agents appointed
by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be members of some
regular church, in union with the churches composing this Convention.

Arr. X. Missionaries appointed by any. of the Boards of thisConven-
tion must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of genuine
piety, fervent zeal in their Master’s cause, and talents which fit them
for the service for which they offer themselves.

Arr. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Convention
shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which their con-
tributions shall be applied. But when no such specification is made,
the Convention will make the appropriation at its own discretion.

Arr. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but ex-
tra meetings may be called by the President, with the approbation of
any one of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending dele-
ga.t.ea shall form a quorum for the transaction of business. The Presi-

ent, or in the event of his death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of the
Convention, may at the request of two of its Boards, postpone or alter
the place of the meeting of the Convention, when it may be deemed by
him inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed.

Arr. XIIT. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be
made in these Articles, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present,
at any annual meeting of the Convention.



PROCEEDINGS.

Atvanta, Ga., Thursday, May 8, 1879.

The Southern Baptist Convention met by appointment,
at the First Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga., at 10 o’clock a. m.,
the President, James P. Boyce, of Kentucky, in the chair.

2. Hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.”

3. Reading of Psalin 103.

4. Prayer by Cornelius Tyree, of Virginia.

5. On call of States the names of delegates were reported,
and subsequently enrolled by the Committee on Credentials,

as follows:
MARYLAND.

Lintitled to 31 Delegates. Present 4.
J. W. M. Williams, W. T. Brantley, F. H. Kerfoot, Joshua

Levering.
VIRGINIA.

FEntitled to 81 Delegates. Present 32.

A. C. Barron, O. H. Chalkley, C. L. Cocke, A. E. Dick-
inson, T. 8. Dunaway, E. L. Dargan, W. T. DeRieux, J. T.
Ellyson, T. H. Ellett, W. E. Hatcher, J. E. L. Holmes, J. B.
Jeter, J. Wm. Jones, H. McDonald, A. G. McManaway,
H. Petty, W. R. L. Smith, W. E. Tanner, W. D. Thomas,
L. R. Thornhill, Jackson B. Wood, E. E. McCrosky, S. C.
Clopton, Geo. B. Taylor, E. R. Waddell, E. W. Warren, H.
A. Tupper, Sr., H. A. Tupper, Jr., E. M. Chapin, C. Tyree.

Lapres’ Missionary Sociery 1st CuurcH, PETERSBURG—
T. T. Eaton.

Revierous Herarp—M. B. Wharton.

NORTH CAROLINA.
Entitled to 45 Delegates. Present 26.
J. 8. Purifoy, F. H. Ivey, A. C. Dixon, G. M. Webb, G.
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P. Bostwick, R. D. Graham, J. B. Taylor, D. W. Thomasson,
Frank Duffy, Theo. Whitfield, R. . Griffith, T. H. Pritch-
ard, E. Dodson, J. A. Stradley, C. Durham, F. W. Eason,
T. Dixon, Jr., John Mitchell, J. D. Wright, B. Cashion, H.
A. Brown, C. M. Green, W. T. Jordan, J. D. Moore, S. H.
Harrington, Berry Godwin.
SOUTH CAROLINA.
Entitled to 58 Delegates.  Present 58.

R. Furman, T. P. Smith, J. C. Furman, J. A. Chambliss,
J. C. Hiden, Wm. Thayer, C. H. Judson, L. H. Shuck, J.
0. B. Dargan, J. 8. Murray, Jr.,J. N. Brown, J. A. Hoyt,
A. S. Townes, I. W. Wingo, Wm. H. Strickland, S. W.
Bookhart, Mike MeGee, E. B. Murray, J. C. Smith,"A. J.
Dodamead, J. A. W. Thomas, B. W. Edwards, C. A. Bay-
nard, H. B. Woodruff, J. C. Hudson, B. G. Covington, J. B.
Hartwell, J. H. Edwards, L. Broaddus, J. B. Caswile, Jno.
W. Seott, J. C. Brown, J. D. Mahon, M. E. Broaddus, J. L.
Brasington, J. L. Vass, R. N. Pratt, W. L. Brown, Jno.
Stout, A. F. Edwards, J. S. Ezell, J. M. Bostic, G. H. Carter,
R W. Lide, G. W. Bussey, T. W. Smith, C. G. Bradford,
G. W. Singleton, A. B. Estes, F. Jones, G. B. Reed, W. B.
Acker, G. W. Gardner, J. W. Perry, C. T. Scaife, A. W.
Lamar, W. L. Lindsay.

Crraper Square Barrist Sunpay-Scroor—T. Smith Wil-
bur. .

WeLsa Neck Assoctation—S. M. Richardson.

Crester Barrist Cuvrca—R. W, Sanders,

GEORGIA.
Fntitled to T1 Delegates.  Present T1.

J. H. Kilpatrick, J. H. Fortson, L. R. L. Jennings, H. D.
D. Straton, J. R. Young, J. W. Ellington, B. M. Calloway,
P. H. Mell, G. R. McCall, D. G. Daniel, J. 8. Lawton, G. A.
Nunnally, R. T. Hanks, H. H. Tucker, D. E. Butler, E. R.
Carswell, Jr., E. R. Carswell, Sr., J. J. Davis, J. T. Robert,
D. Shaver, C. H. Strickland, T. E. Skinner, A. B. Campbell,
J. K. Edens, W. €. McCall, W. G. Woodtfin, C. W. West,
S. G. Hillyer, W. C. Wilkes, M. B Harden, A. R. Callaway,
B. L. Ross, J. S. Callaway, J. R. Cooper, R. B. Headden, A. J.
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Battle, J. T. Clarke, W. L. Kilpatrick, W. H. Davis, J. M.
Wood, W. 0. Tuggle, W. N. Chaudoin, C. M. Irwin, T. C.
Boykin, 8. Boykin, C. D. Campbell, U. B. Wilkinson, V. C.
Noreross, F. M. Daniel, D. W. Gwin, J. E. Brown, H. H.
Hickman, J. C. C. Black, J. H. Carswell, W. W. Landrum,
J. A. R. Hanks, W. O. Luther, G. 8. Tumlin, E. Z. F.
Golden, D. A. Vason, J. O. Jelks, Jr., M. P. Cain, Merrill
Callaway, C. 8. Goulden, E. B. Carroll, C. R. Denmark, J.
A. Shank. '

Laviss” Misstonary Socrery, Qurrman—N. A. Bailey.

Seconp Barrist Cauren, Areanta—A. T, Spalding, J. H.
Low.

Witrre Pramvs Caurca—G. W, Toppan, J. M. Howell,

GreenesBoro CHurcE—D, I, Moncrief.

Lapies’ Misstonary Socrery, Americus—B. W. Bussey.

Woman’s UrnTRAL Compmrrree—George Hillyer.

FLORIDA.
Entitled to 2 Delegates, Present 2.

F. B. Moodie, G. S. Leitner,

ALABAMA.
Entitled to 25 Delegates.  Present 25.

W. H. McIntosh, W. C. Cleveland, J. B. Hawthorne, T.
L. Jones, J. B. Lovelace, Samuel Henderson, M. T. Sumner,
O. F. Gregory, Z. D. Roby, I. T. Tichenor, N. B. Williams,
T. W. Tobey, W. N. Reeves, J. P. Shaffer, W. C. Bledsoe,
W.E. Lloyd, J. E. Bell, R. A. J. Cumbie, G. E. Brewer, Z.
A. Owens, J. O. B. Lowry, I. A: Wilson, E. T. Smythe,
Jas. Headen, B. H. Crumpton, J. A. Howard.

MISSISSIPPL
Entitled to 26 Delegates. Present 18.

J. T. Freeman, T. J. Walne, I. J. Vallandingham, J. L.
Johnson, Z. T. Leavell, M. E. Bacon, W. H. Robert, J. H.
Eager, E. E. King, E. Z. Simmons, W. R. Richardson, L.
F. Rainwater, W. B. Crumpton, H. W. Battle, E. W. Hen-
derson, R. A. Venable, W. M. Burr, W. J. David.

' TEXAS.
FEntitled to 26 Delegates. Present 19.
Srate Convention—W. Carey Crane, J. W. Terrell, G,
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B. Davis, Jonas Johnston, W. H. Dodson, Wm. Howard, T.
J. Dodson, L. T. McLeod, Rufus Figh, Wm. Royall, Pinck-
ney Hawkins, G.W. Baines, Sr., C. P. Lumpkin.

GeneraL Association—T. N. Coleman, J. R. Clark, J.
H. Weaver.

Darras Caorer—dJ. H. Curry.

Bryan Coorea—J. B. Hardwicke.

Texas Barrist HeraLp—J. L. C. Kerr.

LOUISIANA,

Entliéied to 4 Delegates. Present 4.
J. P. Everett, A. Harris, L. C. Kellis, W. A. Mason.

MIBSSOURI.

Entitled to 25 Delegates. Present 11.
Geo. A. Lofton, Wm. M. Senter, Wm. Harris, 8. H. Ford,
G. W. Hatcher, J. C. Armstrong, J. 8. Buckner, C. F. Co-
ram, 8. W. Marston, D. C. Bolton, W. J. Patrick.

ARKANSAS,

Ehntitled to 11 Delegates.  Present 8.

W. A. Forbes, W. A. Clark, A. J. Fawcett, T. B. Espy,
J. P. Eagle, J. M. King, Wm. M. Lea, S. B. Smith.

TENNESSEE.

Entitled to 15 Delegates. Present 15.
S. Landrum, J. F. B. Mays, W. D. Mayfield, M. Hills-
man, T. G. Jones, G. 8. Williams, G. B. Eager, S. M.
Provence, T. C. Teasdale, B. R. Womack, A. D. Phillips,

[.. M. Ayer, J. M. Phillips, W. P. Jones, W. II. Barksdale.

Bre Harcare Association—J. R. Graves.

KENTUCKY.
Iintitled to T4+ Delegates.  Present 20,

J. P. Boyee, J. A. Broadus, W. H. Whitsitt, C. H. Toy, C.
E. W. Dobbs, J. W. Potter, A. C. Caperton, J. W. Rust,
Samnel Baker, G. F. Baghy, J. A. Kirtley, 1. F. Buckner,
T S. Gardner, 8. F. Thompson, J. Pike Powers, B. Manly,
Jr., J. M. Bruce, A. F. Pearson, I{. B. Tupper, J. O, Ferrill,
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6. The order of business being the election of officers,
W. N. Chaudoin, of Georgia, A. B. Woodruff, of South
Carolina, and A. C. Barron, of Virginia, were appointed Tel-
lers for the election of President, and reported the election
of James P. Boyce, of Kentucky.

7. F. W. Eason, of North Carolina, Z. T. Leavell, of
Mississippi, and Wm. Harris, of Missouri, were appointed
Tellers for the election of Vice-Presidents.

On motion of T. T. Eaton,.of Virginia, it was

Resolved, That the four brethren receiving the highest number of
votes shall be declared elected.

The Tellers reported as elected Vice-Presidents the fol-
lowing: J. B. Jeter, Virginia; Joshua Levering, Mary-
land ; C. L. Cocke, Virginia; W. Carey Crane, Texas.

8. W. E. Lloyd, of Alabama, W. A. Clark, of Arkansas,
(. B. Davis, of Texas, were appointed Tellers for the elee-
tion of Secretaries.

On motion of B. L. Ross, of Georgia, it was

Resolved, That the two brethren receiving the highest number of
votes shall be declared elected.

The Tellers reported the following as elected Secretaries
of the Convention: C. E. W. Dobbs, of Kentucky, W. E.
Tanner, of Virginia. )

9. D. W. Gwin, of Georgia, delivered to the Convention
a brief but cordial address of welecome from the churches
and citizens of Atlanta. After which an appropriate hymn
of welcome, written by Charles W. Hubner, of Atlanta, for
this occasion, was sung.

10. Pending the reports of Tellers, the Convention en—
gaged in devotional exercises, led by J. B. Jeter, of Virginia,
who first returned thanks to the brethren and citizens of
Atlanta for the cordial welcome extended to the Convention,
as well as for the beautiful “Hymn of Welcome” sung.

11. On motion, adjourned till 3 o’clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
3 0'CLOCK.
Convention called to order by the President.

12. The hymn beginning, “ Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly
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dove,” was sung, after which Samuel Baker, of Kentucky,
led in prayer.

13. On motion of I. T. Tichenor, of Alabama, a Commit-
tee on Religious Exercises was appointed as follows: D. W.
Gwin, A. T. Spalding, F. M. Daniel, W. L. Goldsmith, A.
P. Stewart, V. C. Noreross.

14. On motion, the appointment of some minister to
preach the Convention sermon this evening, was referred to
the above Committee.

15. The following resolutions, offered by I. T. Tichenor,
of Alabama, were referred to a special Committee of one
from each State, with instructions to report to the Conven-
tion to-morrow at 12 o’clock :

WHEREAS, the time has come when all who believe in Jesus should
work mightily for the deliverance of the nation from the bondage of
sin; when the voice of Divine Providence calls us to greater sacrifices
and nobler efforts to secure the triumphant coming of His King-
dom; and,

Whereas, the cordial co-operation of the Baptists of the United States
WO(;lld tend greatly to promote their efficiency in this grand work;
and,

Whereas, the love of Jesus and the wants of dying men demand
that, allowing “‘ the dead past to bury its dead,” we, leaving the things
which are behind, should press forward to deliver the kindreds of the
earth from ignorance and vice, and bring them into the liberty where-
with Christ is able to set them free: therefore,

Resolved, That five hrethren be appointed by this Convention to bear
to our Baptist brethren of the Northern States, at their approaching
anniversaries, expressions of our fraternal regard and assurances of
our readiness to co-operate cordially with them in promoting the cause
of Christ in our own and all foreign lands.

Resolved, That we respectfully suggest to them the propriety of
holding, at some convenient time and place, a meeting of representa-
tive men from all sections of our common country, to devise and pro-
ane such plans of co-operation between this Convention and other

aptist bodies of the United States as may best contribute to the more
efficient working of the Baptist brotherhood, to the good of all men,
and to the glory of our Redeemer.

The President announced the following as the Committee
under the above resolutions :

I. T. Tichenor, Ala.; Joshua Levering, Md.; Jno. W
Jones, Va.; T. H. Pritchard, N. C.; J. C. Furman, S. C.;
J. IL. Kilpatrick, Ga.; G. T. Leitner, Fla.; J. L. Johnston,
Miss.; J. P. Everett, La.; G. A. Lofton, Mo.; J. A. Kirtley,
Ky.; J. R. Graves, Tenn.; W. A. Forbes, Ark.: Jonas
Johnson, Tex.

16. The following resolutigns, offered by W. H. Whitsitt,
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of Kentucky, were made the special order for to-mor-
row morning at 10 o’clock :

Resolved, That a catechism be drawn up, containing the substance
of the Christian religion, for the instruction of children and servants,
and that brother Juno. L. Dagg be desired to draw it up.

Resolved, That brethren Jeter, Mell, Winkler, Gambrell and Foyce bhe
requested to assist brother Dagg in this work, in the capacity of a Com-
mitiee of Revision.

Resolved, That in case brother Dagg is unable to accede to the request
of the Convention, the brethren of the Committee of Revision be de-
sired to draw up the said catechism.

Resolved, That the brethren in question be desired to publish the
the said catechism as soon as convenient after it is prepared.

17. On motion of O. F. Gregory, of Alabama, the report
of the Board of Foreign Missions was read by the Secretary
of the Board, H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, which, on motion
of J.O. B. Lowry, of Alabama, was referred to the follow-
ing committees: “ The Fearful Sconrge,” * Decease of Dr.
Wingate,” * Foreign Mission Journal,” ¢ Central Commit-
tees,” “Special Contributions,” “ New Iields,” * Returned
Missionaries,” “ Treasurer’s Report,” « African Missions,”
“(China Missions,” “Ttalian Missions,” *“ More Generous
Giving and Appeal.”

18. H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, read the report of the
Treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions.

19. D. W. Gwin, of Georgia, read a partial report from
the Commttee on Religious Exercises, that J. C. Furman,
of South Carolina, preach the Convention sermon to-night.

20. The disgussion of the interests of the Southern Bap-

-tist Theological Seminary was, on motion of J. B. Jeter, of
Virginia, made the special order for Saturday, at 10 o’clock
A M.

21. On wmotion of T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, the report
of the Home Mission Board was read by the Secretary, W.
IL. MecIntosh, of Alabama, which was, on motion of J. W. M.
Williams, of Maryland, referred to the following commit-
tees: “On Mission to the Chinese in California,” “Indian
Missions,” “Kind Words,” *“On the Work of the Board in
Domestic Department,” “ Treasurer’s Report,” and so much
as refers to Woman’s Work to the Committee on Central
Committees raised upon the report of the Foreign Mission
Board.
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22. W. H. Melntosh, of Alabama, read the Treasurer’s
Report of Home Mission Board.

23. 8. Landrum, of Tennessee, offered the following res
olution which was, on motion, made the special order for
to-morrow evening at 8 o’clock :

Resolved, That the increasing demands upon the Home Mission
Board call for more earnest efforts on the part of pastors and churches
and larger contributions, in order to conduct efficiently the important
work committed to them.

24. T. C. Teasdale, of Tenn., offered a resolution which,
after discussion and amendment, was adopted, as follows :

Resolved, That a Committee of one from each State, and the Secretaries
of the two Boards, be appointed on the agency work of the respective
Boards of this Convention, and that said Committee be requested to
report at their earliest convenience.

25. A communication from the Georgia Baptist Conven-
tion was read and, on motion, referred to the above Com-
mittee.

26. D. W. Gwin, of Georgia, offered the following, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the following hours of business be adopted by the
Convention : Meet at 9 a. ., adjourn at 12:30 P. M.; meet at 3 P. M.,
adjourn at 5 p. M.; meet at 8 p. M., adjourn at pleasure.

27. On motion, adjourned.

NIGHT SESSION.
8 o’cLock.

28. The Convention sermon was preached, by James C.
Fuarman, of 8. C.; text—eighth verse of the third epistle of
John.

29. The President announced the following Committee
on the resolution of T. C. Teasdale, of Tennessee, and on
the communication of the Georgia Baptist State Conven-
tion—T. C. Teasdale, Tennessee ; J. W. M. Williams, Ma-
ryland ; E. W. Warren, Virginia ; T. H, Pritchard, North
Carolina ; J. C. Hiden, South Carolina ; G. R. McCall, Geor-
gia; (. T. Leitner, Florida ; I. T. Tichenor, Alabama; J. P.
Freeman, Mississippi ; Wm. Howard, Texas; J. P. Everett,
Louisiana ; G. A. Lofton, Missouri ; W. A. Forbes, Arkan-
sas 3 J. A. Broadus, Kentucky ; W. H. MeIntosh; H. A.
Tupper.
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30. The President announced the following Committees :

FOREBIGN MISSION BOARD.

Fearful Scourge—F. II. Kerfoot, Maryland; J. E. L.
Holmes, Virginia; A. O. Dixon, North Carolina; R. N.
Pratt, South Carolina; N. A. Bailey, Georgia; N. B. Wil-
liams, Alabama; W. H. Robert, South Carolina.

Death of Vice President (W. M. Wingate)—R. Furman,
South Carolina ; J. B. Taylor, North Carolina ; J. 8. Purifoy,
North Carolina; C. L. Cocke, Virginia ; E. C. Dargan, Vir-
ginia; L. Broadus, South Carolina; R. B. Headden, Georgia.

Foreign Mission Journal—W. Howard, Texas; 8. G.
Hillyer, Georgia ; O. F. Gregory, Alabama; J.T. Freeman,
Mississippi; W. A. Mason, Louisiana ; J. P. Eagle, Arkan-
sas; . 8. Williams, Tennessee.

Special Contributions—T. G. Jones, Tennessee; J. P. Pow-
ers, Kentucky; T. 8. Dunaway, Virginia; C. Durham,
North Carolina; J. A. Chambliss, South Carolina; G. R.
MecCall, Georgia ; W. J. Lawton, Florida.

New Fields—S8am’l Henderson, Alabama; H. J. Vallan-
dingham, Mississippi ; J. W. Terrell, Texas; L. C. Kellis,
Louisiana ; W. M. Senter, Missouri ; J. M. King, Arkansas;
B. R. Womack, Tennessee.

Treasurer’s Report—Wm. Thayer, South Carolina; J. B.
Lovelace, Alabama ; E. W. Henderson, Mississippi ; Rufus
Figh, Texas; D. F. Head, Louisiana, S. W. Marston, Mis-
souri.

African Mission—Samuel Baker, Kentucky; T. W. Tobey,
Alabama; W. E. Hatcher, Virginia ; E. Dodson, North Car-
olina; C. H. Judson, South Carolina; W. H. Robert, Mis-
sissippi ; D. G. Daniel, Georgia.

China Mission—T. E. Skinner, Georgia; W. N. Reeves,
Alabama ; J. H. Eager, Mississippi; C. P. Lumpkin, Texas;
S. H. Ford, Missouri; W. M. Lea, Arkansas; G. B. Eager,
Tennessee. -

Ttalian Mission—D. E. Butler, Georgia; Z. D. Roby,
Alabama; E. C. King, Mississippi; T. J. Dodson, Texas:
G. W. Hatcher, Missouri; S. B. Smith, Arkansas; T. C.
Teasdale, Tennessee.
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More Generous Giving—Joshua Levering, Maryland ;
W. D. Thomas, Virginia ; J. O. B. Dargan, South Carolina ;
W. G. Woodfin, Georgia; J. H. Kinnebrew, Alabama; W.
M. Burr, Mississippi ; G. B. Davis, Texas.

Returned Missionaries—S. Landrum, Tennessee; C. IL
Toy, Kentucky ; . Tyree, Virginia; R. D. Graham, North
Carolina ; J. L. Vass, South Carolina : B. M. Callaway, Geor-
gia ; E. S. V. Briant, Florida.

HOME MISSION BOARD.

Chinese in California—J. C. Hiden, South Carolina; E.
W. Warren, Virginia; F. H. Ivey, North Carolina; J. B.
Hartwell, South Carolina; E. R. Carswell, Sr., Georgia ; M.
T. Sumner, Alabama; E. Z. Simmons, Mississippi.

Indian Missions—J. W. M. Williams, Maryland ; J. R.
Olark, Texas; T. B. Espy, Arkansas ; M. Hillsman, Tennes-
see; H. . Buckner, Kentueky; H. MecDonald, Virginia ;
Theo. Whitfield, North Clarolina.

Kind Words—J. H. Kilpatrick, Georgia; L. H. Shuck,
South Carolina; F. B. Moodie, Florida ; W. C. Cleveland,
Alabama ; W. B. Crumpton, Mississippi; .J. H. Weaver,
Texas; A. Harris, Louisiana.

Domestic Department—W. C. Crane, Texas; J. F. B.
Mays, Tennessee ; B. Manly. Jr., Ky. ; O. H. Chalkley, Vir-
ginia; R. I Griffith, North Carolina; J. A. W. Thomas,
Sounth Carolina; L. R. L. Jennings, Georgia.

Woman’s Work-——T. T. Eaton, Virginia: C. H. Strick-
land, Georgia; J. O. B. Lowry, Alabama; T.J. Walne, Mis-
sissippi: A. J. Fawecett, Arkansas; W. D. Mayfield, Ten-
nessee ; Wm. Royall, Texas.

Treasurer’s Report—T. L. Jones, Alabama; T. P. Smith,
South Carolina; J. C. C. Black, Georgia: M. E. Bacon,
Mississippi; (Geo. W. Baines, Sr., Texas; W. A. Clark, Ar-
kansas ; 8. M. Provence, Tennessee.

31 On motion of A. C. Barron, of Virginia, a Com-
mittee on Credentials was appointed, as follows:

G. I. Bagby, Kentueky; G. B. Eager, Tennessee; T. B.
Espy, Arkansas: Wm. Harris, Missouri; W. A. Mason,
Louisiana; Pinckney Hawkins, Texas; T. J. Walne, Missis-
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sippi, Z. A. Owen, Alabama ; F. B. Moodie, Florida; R.T.
Hanks, Georgia; A. W. Lamar, South Carolina; J. 8. Pu-
rifoy, North Carolina ; H. Petty, Virginia; F. H. Kerfoot,
Maryland.

32. On motion of F. W. Eason, N. C., a Committee on
time and place of next meeting was appointed as follows :
J. A. W. Thomas, 8. C.; W. R. L. Smith, Va.; G. A. Nun-
nally; Ga.; L. F. Rainwater, Miss.; W. H. Dodson, Tex.;
J. 8. Buckner, Mo.; 8. F. Thompson, Ky.

33. On motion, adjourned with prayer by D. G. Daniel,
of Georgia.

SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

Fripay, May 9, 1879, 9 o’clock a. m.

34. Convention called to order by the President.

35. The hymn commencing, “Soldiers of Christ arise,”
was sung.

36. Reading Aects xi: 1-18.

37. Prayer by J. H. Cuthbert, of Washington, D. C.

38. The minutes of yesterday were read and approved.

39. On motion of H. A. Tupper, of Virginia, the hour
of 10:30 this morning was fixed to hear addresses from re-
turned Missionaries. '

40. On motion of J. A. Broadus, of Kentucky, visiting
ministers were invited to seats in the Convention, and on
his further motion, such brethren as have been appointed
delegates, but who were not admitted as such, were invited
to seats as visitors in this body.

41. On motion of J. T. Freeman, of Mississippi, it was

Resolved, That the credentials of brethren, representing funds raised
for State Missions, which were not reported within the constitutional
period, be referred to the Committee on Credentials.

49, The President read a communication from the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States, which, on motion of F. W. Eason, of North Caro-
lina, was referred to the following Committee : W. L. Kilpat
rick, Georgia ; F. H. Kerfoot, Maryland ; H. Petty, Virginia ;
A. 8. Townes, South Carolina ; W. J. Lawton, Florida ; B.
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F. Riley, Alabama; W. M. Burr, Mississippi; A. Harris,
Louisiana ; J. H. Cuarry, Texas; A. J. Fawcett, Arkansas;
S. H. Ford, Missouri; J. O. Ferrell, Kentucky; W. H.
Barksdale, Tennessee ; F. W. Eason, North Carolina.

43. On motion the following Committee was appointed to
nominate new Boards: B. W. Edwards, S. C.; W. O. Tug-
gle, Ga.; W. (. Bledsoe, Ala.; W. R. Richardson, Miss.;
W. J. Patrick, Mo. g

44, The hour of ten having arrived, the special order for
that hour, viz: the resolutions of W. H. Whitsitt, were dis-
cussed by W. H. Whitsitt. Pending the discussion, the
hour for the special order for 10:30 A. m. arrived, and, on
motion, it was suspended till this matter be disposed of.
The discussion was resumed and, after amendment, the res-
olutions were adopted unanimously.

45. On motion, the order was rescinded whereby the sub-
ject of Northern co-operation was made the order for 12
o’clock to-day.

46. After the singing of the verse beginning, * Salvation,
oh, the joyful sound,” the Convention was addressed by
T. P. Crawford, returned Missionary from China.

47. The following resolution offered by J. W. Rust, of
Kentucky, was adopted :

Resolved, That the Convention appoint Dr. H. A. Tupper, our Secretary
of Foreign Missions, to reply to the letter from Tung Chow church.

48. On motion, the order requiring an adjournment at
12:30 to-day was suspended.

49. The Convention was addressed by Geo. B. Taylor,
returned Missionary from Rome, Ttaly.

49. On motion of T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, the subject
under discussion was made the special order for Saturday
night at 8 o’clock.

Adjourned. Prayer by W. T. Brantley, of Maryland.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
3 0’0LOCEK.

50. Convention called to order by the President.
51. Singing of hymn commencing, “Come, we that love

the Lord.”
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52. Prayer by T. W. Tobey, of Alabama.
53. W. Carey Crane, of Texas, offered the following,
which was adopted :

RESOJ‘DGCE' 1. Tha-t “Mell's Purlia.menta.ry Practice” he the rules of
order for this body,

2. That Commiitees be called upon to report in the order in which
they are appointed by the President.

54. The President proceeded to call the Committees as
above, but none reported.

55. The report of the Treasurer of the Convention was
read, approved, and ordered to be printed in the Minutes.

56. The election of Treasurer of the Convention being
in order, G. W. Norton, of Kentucky, was re-elected to that
position—S. Baker, of Kentucky, (on motion), casting the
vote of the Convention.

57. W. T. Brantley, of Maryland, read report of the Com-
mittee to visit the Home Mission Society at Cleveland, Ohio,
last year, which was ordered to be printed, as follows :

The Committee appointed at the last meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention to bear fraternal greetings to the American Baptist Home
Mission Society, at Cleveland, Ohio, report that they were received by
their Northern brethren with the utmost cordiality. Profound inter-
est was expressed in the work of the Convention, and, as a matter of
practical sympathy, Rev. Dr. Hague was unanimously requested to
appeal to Northern churches in behalf of our work in Rome. Our Sec-
retary, Dr. Tupper, was requested to address their Society on the For-
eign Mission work of our Convention, and was heard with great atten-
tion and respect. W. T. BRanTLEY, Chairman.

C. E. W. Dosss,
JouN A. BrRoADUS,
H. A. TurPER. |

58. S. W. Marston was received as a messenger from the
American Baptist Home Mission Society, and addressed the
Convention in reference to his work among the freedmen,
as a representative of that Society.

59. The President read the following telegram from M.
T. Yates, Missionary in China: ¢ Psalms cxlviii.”

60. On motion, the President of the Convention was re-
quested to reply to brother Yates by telegram at his discre-
tion.

61. The President announced that he would send brother
Yates a reply, as follows: “Psalms cx,” and a collection
was taken up in the Convention to defray expenses of same.
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62. The Committee on Co-operation with our Northern
brethren reported through their chairman, I. T. Tichenor,
of Alabama, and the report was, on motion, made the spe-
cial order for to-morrow morning at 9.30 o’clock.

63. 8. Baker, of Kentucky, read the report on African
Missions, which was on motion adopted, as follows :

REPORT ON AFRICAN MISSIONS.

The Committee on African Missions submit the following report:

The African Missions of the Southern Baptist Convention have pecu-
liar claims upon Southern Baptists, and it seems to be the design of
Him who is Head over all things to His Church, in redeeming Africa,
to employ, to a large extent, American colored Christians. Man pro-
poses, but God disposes. Men had their own desiﬁns in bringing so
many of the African race to this country, to be sold into slavery, and
God had His own purposes to accomplish in permitting it to take place.
‘What men thought may have been evil, God meant it unto good ; and
it was not so much men as God who brought them hither ; it was a
grand providential preparation on the part of God for sending the Gos-
pel back to Africa. en meant not so, neither in their heart did they
think so; but God evidently meant in this way to bring millions of
the African race under the influence of the Gospel, and to make thou-
sands of them the subjects of Hisgrace. And among these thousands,
numbers would be found upon whom God would lay the obligation to
carry the Gospel to the land of their fathers, and as Africa receives
back her long-lost sons, we think of her as saying in her heart: ““ Who
hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children and am deso-
late—a captive, and removing to and fro ? And who hath brought up
these ? Behold, I wasleft alone ; these, where had they been 7"

Afriea is a large part of the world which the Saviour died to redeem.
It constitutes about one-fifth of the habitable sueface of our earth. The
number of its inhabitants has been variously estimated from one hun-
dred to one hundred and sixty millions. The very darkness and deep
degradation of Africa specially claims Christian effort in her behalf,
She has suffered much from contact with the civilized world, and there
is no better way to redress her wrongs than by sending her the Gospel
of Christ. Her claims have long been neglected, and but little, com-
paratively, has been done efficiently for her evangelization; but a
brighter future awaits her. The planting and sustaining of Christian
and civilized colonies on the coast have given new encouragement to
evaugelical effort; and the measure of success that has attended our
Missionaries in that field demonstrates that darkened Africa may yet
become ““ all light in the Lord.”

And therapid changes taking place,at this time,on that continent in-
spire us with new hope. The same God that in His good providence has
thrown open India, and Burmah, and Siam. and China, and Japan for
Christian effort, is now opening a wide and an effectual door in Africa,
and when He opens a door, no man can shut it.  The progress of dis-
covery, and the triumph of arms, are preparing the way for the tri-
umphs of the Gospel. They are removing obstructions, and affording
new facilities for the Heralds of the Cross. God *“will overturn, and
overturn, and overturn, till He shall come whose right it is,” and He
will give to Him the kingdom. He makes His providence to subserve
the purposes of His grace. He will cause science and commerce to open
a passage for the message of truth. He will overrule war and allow the
military hero to pioneer the ambasssador of peace. Already a scheme
is on foot to place at once Ujiji, the city where Stanley found Livingstone,
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in direct telegraphic communication with London, and already -ed, the
giver has placed at the disposal of the London Baptist Mission Socie nd
sum of money for the purpose,and a Baptist Mission is to be pﬂa’mgi
once in those newly discovered parts of Africa. The rapid changes thd.
are taking place in that land, are leveling the mountains, and filling up the
difficult valleys. They cry in that wilderness: “Prepare ye the way of
the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain; and the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” But the means of which we have
Just spoken are only preparatory. The Messiah’s final triumph is to be
secured by the Gospel, accompanied by the power of the Spirit. But God
reigns, and the csuse of missions is His cause, and while we will
not shut our eyes to the study of the secondary and subordinate agencies
that are revolutionizing our fallen world, we refer them ultimately to the
overruling providence of God. This shaking of the nations has not come
to pass without the Divine will, and it will be controlled by Divine power,
conducted by Divine wisdom to issues promotive o¢ God’s glory, and of
truth and righteousness, Jesus shall have dominion from sea to sea, and
from the river even to the ends of the earth, The kingdoms of this world
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. Hence there
is hope for Africa. Jesus must have that reward for which He poured
out his soul unto death. He must see of the travail of His soul, till even
His large heart is satisfied.

In prosecuting the work of evangelization in Africa, there are pe-
culiar difficulties to be encountered. Its climate is unfavorable to the
health and labors of white men. Many valuable lives have been sac-
rificed in efforts to bear the tidings of salvation to its benighted pop-
ulation. But white missionaries will be needed to lay the foundation,
and to settle the order and practice of the churches, and we would
say, with one who gave his life to the work, ‘“ Let thousands of mis-
sionaries perish on the field, rather than Africa shall be given up.” The
greatness of the self-denial and sacrifice required, serves to test the
strength of our love to Christ, and to His cause. At the same time,
we would enforce upon American colored Christians a sense of their
obligation to their kindred in Africa. They are eminently suited for
the work of evangolizing their brethren in their fatherland. Their
physical condition is much better adapted to that climate, so that they
can live and enjoy good health where white men cannot. They will have
no prejudice of race to encounter in preaching the Gospel in Africa, and God
seems to have brought them under the influence of the Gospel on purpose,
that He might employ them to bear the Gospel to their heathen brethren.
And it is our duty to stimulate and encourage our colored Baptist brethren
to enter that field, that they may render permanent and effective the evan-
gelical influence now at work in that dark land. *‘Ethiopia is now stretch-
ing out her hands unto God,” and now is the time to_pray and labor, that
copious and abundant showers of converting and refreshing grace may de-
scend upon that land.

Respectfully submitted,

SAMUEL BAKER,
T. W. TosEy,
W. E. HATCHER,
C. H. Jupson,
D. G. DANIELL,
E. Dopson,

W. H. RoBERT.

64. On motion adjourned, after singing the doxology,



29 BO0UTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

62. Th- God from whom all blessings flow,” and prayer by
bret” B. Jeter, of Virginia.

NIGHT BESSION.
S 0’CLOCK.

65. Convention called to order by the President.

66. The hymn commencing “ Jesus, lover of my soul,”
was sung.

67. Reading Psalm xlvi.

68. Prayer by T. 5. Dunaway, Virginia.

69. The resolution of Dr. Landrum, relative to more
earnest efforts and liberal subseriptions to the cause of home
missions, came up as the special order, and was discussed by
J. B. Hawthorne, of Alabama, and W. E. Hatcher, of Vir-
ginia, after which a collection was taken ap, and $1,200
raised in subscriptions and cash. The resolution of brother
Landrum was adopted.

70. Adjourned, with prayer by M. T. Sumner, of Ala-
bama.

THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

Sarvrpay, May 10, 1879, 9 a. M.

71. Convention called to order by the President.

72. Singing hymn commencing, “Praizes to Him,” ete.

73. Reading 1 Peter, chapter 4.

T4. Prayer by Joseph T. Robert, of Georgia.

75. On motion of J. A. Broadus, of Kentucky, the spe-
cial order to-day at 12 o'clock (the interests of the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary) was discharged, and the
same made the special order for Monday, at 10 a. .

76. The President introduced Rev. Frank Quarles (col’d),
President  Missionary Baptist Convention of Georgia,”
who was invited to a seat in this body.

77. The election for Auditor of the Convention being in
order, brother N. Long, of Kentucky, was re-clected to
that position.

78. The hour for the special order (the question of co-op-
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eration with our Northern brethren) having arrived, the
report of the Committee on that subject was read, and
discussed by the chairman, (I. T. Tichenor, of Alabama,)
after which J. A. Broadus, of Kentucky, moved to strike
the 2d and 3d resolutions from the report, and discussed
his motion, which was also further debated by T. T. Eaton
and J. Wm. Jones, of Virginia; J. B. Jeter, of Virginia;
A. R. Callaway, of Georgia; A. C. Wheaton (visitor) of
Ohio ; G. F. Bagby. of Kentucky ; Gov. J. E. Brown, Geor-
gia: W. O. Tuggle, Georgia; W. D. Thomas, Virginia;
A. C. Caperton, Kentucky ; S. F. Thompson, Kentucky ; J.
B. Hardwicke, Texas.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, W. C. Crane
of Texas, who had gained the floor, suspended his remarks.

79. Adjourned, with prayer by J. O. B. Dargan, of South
Carolina, who was requested by the President to remember
at the Throne of Grace, Rev. Thomas Dawson, of South
Carolina, an aged saint, who, being unable to attend the
Convention, asked an interest in our prayers.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
3 o'clock.

80. Convention called to order by the President.

81. Singing hymn, “ Rock of ages cleft for me.”

82. Reading, 25th chapter of Isaiah.

83. Prayer, by W. L. Kilpatrick, Georgia.

84. W. Carey Crane resumed his remarks upon the report
of brother Tichenor, and was followed by 8. H. Ford, of
Missouri. .

85. On motion of T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, speeches on
the subject under consideration were limited to three
minutes.

86. The report of brother Tichenor was further dis-
cussed by J. O. B. Dargan, of South Carolina ; Theo. Whit-
field, North Carolina; W. E. Hatcher, Virginia ; W. T. Brant-
ley, Maryland ; P. H. Mell, Georgia; A. R. Callaway, of
Georgia; J. H. Cuthbert, Washington, D. C.; J. C. Hiden,

South Carolina.
2
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The amendment of Dr. Broadus wasadopted, and the re-
port of the Committee, as amended, was adopted, after some
verbal changes suggested by F. H. Ivey, of North Carolina:

The Committee, to whom were referred the resolutions on co-opera-
tion with our Northern brethren, have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report the following resolution : .

Resolved, That five brethren be appointed by this Convention to
bear to our Baptist brethren of the Northern States, at their approaching
anniversaries, expressions of our fraternal regard, and assurances that,
while firmly holding to the wisdom and policy of preserving our sepa-
arate ol'gariizal,mns, we are ready, as in the past, to co-operate cordiallly
with them in promoting the canse of Christ in our own and foreign
lands.

87. On motion, the chair appointed the following Com-
mittee, under the above report :

J. B. Jeter, Virginia; Geo. B. Taylor, Virginia; H.
A. Tupper, Virginia; H. H. Tucker, Georgia, and R. M.
Dudley, Kentucky.

88. On motion, a small balance, collected in excess of the
cost of telegram to brother Yates, was divided between the
Home and Foreign Mission Boards.

89. Prayer by W. T. Brantley, of Maryland.

90. Adjourned.

NIGHT SESSION.

8 o’clock.
. Convention called to order by the President.

. Singing hymn, “Saviour, breathe an evening blessing.”
. Reading, Romans, 10th chapter.

94. Prayer by J. W. M. Williams, of Maryland.

95. It being in order to hear addresses from returned
Missionaries, W. J. David, Missionary to Africa, and George
B. Taylor, Missionary to Rome, Italy, addressed the Conven-
tion, after which H. A. Tupper, Secretary Foreign Mission
Board, made a stirring appeal to those present in behalf of
Foreign Missions. A collection was taken up, and about
$1,200 raised in cash and subseriptions.

96. 8. Landrum read report of Comnmittee on Returned
Missionaries, which was adopted, as follows :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNED MISSIONARIES,

It so occurred that several of our Foreign Missionaries have returned
to this country since our last Convention ; one from China, one from

Ww oW W
R
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Africa, and one from Ttaly. The report of the Board shows that in
each case there were circumstances imperatively demanding their re-
turn. Not to have consented to the return of brethren Crawford and
David, in their feeble health, would have manifested a heartlessness on
the part of the Board, amounting to little less than absolute cruelty.
The imperilled condition of the Board, in reference to the Chapel at
Rome, demanded the return of brother Taylor, ag presenting almost
the only hope of relief. Your Committee cordially approve and en-
dorse the action of the Board in reference to the return of the dear
brethren mentioned above. We would emphasize our conviction of
the great importance in our Foreign Missionary work of keeping in the
fields experienced Missionaries.

We trust in God for the early restoration of health to our returned
Missionaries, and we prayerfully urge upon pastors and churches the
urgent necessity of contributions to send back our Missionaries, and
also to send out new men and women, who are now ready and anx-
ious to engage in the good work.

Your Committee recommend that the Convention allow their Board
the power of using a wise discretion in reference to the return of our
Missionaries, so that valuable lives may be prolonged, and the best in-
terest of our work abroad be promoted.

Respectfully submitted,

LanpRUM,

. H. Tov,

. TYREE,

. D. GrAEAM,

. L. Vass,

. M. CALLAWAY,
. 8. V. BriawT.

97. Adjourned with prayer by T. P. Crawford.

HEoacm

FOURTH DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

Monpay, May 12, 1879, 9 o’clock a. m.

98. Convention called to order by the President.

99. Singing hymn, “ Jesus I love Thy charming name.”

100. Reading Psalm xliv.

101. Prayer by E. R. Carswell, Sr., Georgia.

102. The minutes of Saturday were read and approved.

103. On motion of F. W. Eason, N. C,, all speeches were
limited to five minutes, except those of chairmen of Com-
mittees, and those on special orders.

104. D. E. Butler, of Georgia, read the report of the
Committee on Italian Missions, which was, on motion, adop-
ted as follows :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITALIAN MISSIONS.

In some points of view, this fleld is the most important now opened
to us. Eighteen hundred years ago the great Apostle to the Gentiles
prcached the Gosl;_)el and suffered for it in the proud city of Rome. For
many centuries, since the days of Paul’s presence there, the pure word
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of God has been denied the inhabitants of that country; but within the
last ten years, by the wonderful process of events, in the providence of
God, and unexpectedly to the Christians of other lands, He has
opened the gates of Rome itself, and all the entrances to this ancient
land, so famous in the history of classic idolatry, modern religious
error, and papal tyranny. After the generations have followed each
other in darkness and ignorance o long, God has in these days spoken
even to us, the Baptists of the Southern United States, and called us
“to occupy” again this habitation of sin, with the preaching of “‘the
everlasting Gospel.”

Looking upon this wide-spread field already white for the harvest,
and enjoying the privilege conferred on us of dispensing the word of
life therein, your Clommittee can but rejoice when they say, that this
Convention should congratulate itgelf, and thank God for the good work
so soon accomplished by the Foreign Mission Board in Italy, and in
the city of Rome especially.

The narration of facts made by brother Geo. B. Taylor at this
session of the Convention, is evidence on which to build a lively
hope of larger and more abundant success by the proclamation of the
Gospel, for the salvation of that people.

The house of worship lately bought, put in order, and now the prop-
erty of this Convention, is a home for our missionaries, and ‘“‘a dwel-
ling place for our God.” May it be, that from it unceasing prayer,
inspired b¥ the Holy Bpirit, shall always go up to the Throne of Grace,
and be daily answered in blessings and mercies from ‘““our Father who
art in Heaven.”

This Mission in Italy is a fact, an established fact, and we thank
God for it—the path Ofy duty, therefore, before Southern Baptists is
plainly and distinctly marked out. Let us carefully, and by the help
of God, walk steadily therein.

Your Committee is of the opinion that if thizs good work could be
brought more directly before our brethren, and every Baptist church
in the South, continued supplies of men and money would be the
result. We recommend the adoption of the following resolution:

Liesolved, That our brethren of all the churches are earnestly request-
ed to make the Ifalian Mission a subject of devout thankfulness, con-
stant prayer, and a special object of regular and increasing contribu-
tions. i D. E. BuTLER, Chairman.

105. T. C. Teasdale, of Tennessee, read the report of the
Jommittee on Agencies which was discussed by him, and by
G. A. Nunnally, of Georgia.

The hour for the special order having arrived, the same
(the special order) was postponed for half an hour. Brother
Nunnally resumed his remarks. At their close, the previous
question was called and sustained, and the report adopted as
follows :

REPORT ON AGENCY WORK OF THE BOARDS.

The Committee to whom was referred the agency work of the Boards
of this Convention, and the communication of the Georgia Baptist
Htate Convention, have had the matters referred to them under prayer-
ful consideration, and beg leave to submit the following report :

That in their opinion the subject of the agency work of the Boards
of this Convention, is of real and lasting importance. We have reached
a point where wise and decided action by the Convention is vitally
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important to the success of the work entrusted to its respective
Boards.

Your Committee are pleased with several suggestions submitted to
the Convention in the report of the Foreign Mission Board, and have
incorporated them in this report.  To these suggestions of the Foreign
Mission Board, this Committee have deemed it proper to add some of
their own, If these several suggestions shall be adopted by the pastors
and churches, and suitable efforts shall be made to carry them into
practical effect, it is believed that great good will result to the cause of
missions, and algo to the pastors and churches themselves, It is writ-
ten, ** There is that scattereth and yet increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal
soul shall be made fat; and he that watereth shall be watered also
himself.” It is also written, that ** God loveth a cheerful giver.” And
yet again, “* Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said. it
is more blessed to give than to receive.”

The following are the suggestions which your Committee respectfully
submit to the Convention:

1 That a broad observation discovers the fact that our churches are
not only able to support our missions liberully, but that they are wil-
ling to do so when they are properly informed and instructed.

2. That the true link between the Boards and the churches are the
pastors, to whom mainly the Boards must look for the securing from
their people of the needed supplies

3. That the Boards be requested to appoint an Executive Committee
in every State, where it is practicable, whose duty it shall be, by corres-
pondence or otherwise, to induce the pastors to adopt some systematic
plan to raise funds for the objects of the Convention. But it is recom-
mended that it be left to the discretion of the respective Boards to
employ agents in those States, where, in their judgment, it may be
deemed necessary.

4. That in the opinion of the Committee, the chief work of an agent
should be to induce the pastors and churches to make regular contri-
butions to the objects of the Convention without afterwards needing
his presence; and in general he should not take collections where the
work is regularly and effectively done by the pastor; and that an
agent’s usefulness should be measured not by his own immediate col-
lections simply, but mainly by his bringing up pastors and churches
that have previously done but little, to the practice of systematic
bhenevolence without dependence on agents.

5 That most emphatically and absolutely the hope of the Boards
and of the Convention is the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in
our churches, the gift of which should be the burden of the prayer of
every lover of our Southern Zion and of our ruined race, and with
which a eareer would open before our Convention, in comparison with
whose productiveness of good, its past success would be only as the
first fruits to the ample harvest—the few drops to the plentiful shower.

All of which is very respectfully submitted,

Taos. C. TEAspALE, Chairman.

106. The claims of the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary being in order, stirring addresses were delivered
by Jas. P. Boyce, of Kentucky, and J. A. Broadus, of Ken-
tucky, after which g collection was taken up, and some
$4,000 subseribed.

107. T. T. Eaton, of Virginia, offered the following,
which was adopted :
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

Resolved, That this Convention feels unabated interest in the prosper-
ity and final success of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Resolved, That it coneurs with the Board of Trustees in the opinion
that it would be unwise either to close the Seminary until the endow
ment be collected and invested, or to use for annual support the funds
which have been given for permanent endowment. .

Resolved, That this Convention earnestly recommends to the Baptist
brethren and churches connected with this Convention to make con-
tributions to the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, for the an-
nual support of the institution until the endowment fund can be col-
lected and invested.

108. On motion all speeches were limited to five minutes.
109. Samuel Henderson, of Alabama, read the report of
the Committee on New Fields, which was, on motion, adopt-
ed, after being discussed by him, and T. H. Pritchard, of
North Carolina :
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW FIELDS.

The present pecuniary condition of the Board, together with the
earnest appeals from the fields now occupied for additional la-
borers, cause your Committee some hesitancy in recommending
any new fields. It is sometimes not a little perilous to attempt
more than can be fairly done. Our strength may thus become
dissipated, and no adequate results will arise corresponding with
the means and efforts used. But when the providence of God fairly
offers a broad and inviting field—one that is likely to entail but a
small expenditure of money—one in which there is already a per
cent. of people who went from our own country, who speak our
own language, and among whom there are numbers of our own
denomination in such numbers as to constitute ‘centres of influence
at several points—it would seem to leave us no alternative—and
such is the condition of Brazil. The ‘' First Baptist church
in Brazil,”” near Santa Barbara, in the Province of San Paulo,
is already a self-sustaining organization, under the pastorship
of Rev. E. H. Quillian, and bas expressed an earnest desire to
be recognized by our Board, for the purpose of carrying on mis-
sjonary work in the surrounding country, both among emigrants
from the United States and nafive Brazilians. The church re-
ferred to already numbers forty members, who are represented
to be on the ‘‘highway to wealth,” and who already have the
‘‘ability to aid the Board.”” In several localities not very far dis-
tant from Santa Barbara, there are other colonies from the United
States in which there are some Baptists, who, under the labors of
an efficient Missionary, might be consolidated into churches, and
thus, in a comparatively short time, and by a moderate expendi-
ture, would embody an influence in thateountry with vast promise
of usefulness. The preliminary work in Brazil is already accom-
lished, and we are simply invited, most pressingly, to occupy the

eld. Those brethren in that distant field desire to be put in such
communication with the great Baptist brotherhood as to feel the
quickening pulsations of spirituallife to strengthen and encourage
them for the woerk before them. We trust, therefore, that the
Board will feel authorized to enter this field at as early a day as its
means will justify.

As to attempting anything like a Mission in Greece, in Cuba, or






