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CONSTITUTION.

We, the delegates from missionary societies, churches, and other
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the
United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, for
the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our
constituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining and directing
the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for the
propagation of the gospel, agree to the following rules or funda-
mental principles :

ARTICLE I. This body shall be styled the *Southern Baptist Con-
vention.” :

ART. 1. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote for-
eign and domestic missions, and other important objects connected
with the Redeemer’s kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such
portions of the Baptict denomination in the United States as may de-
sire a general organization for Christian benevolence, which shall fully
respect the independence and equal rights of the churches.-

ART, 1II. The Convention shall consist of brethren wha contribute
funds, or are delegated by religious bodies contributing funds, on the
basis of one delegate for every hundred dollars contributed to our
funds at any time within the twelve months preceding the meeting of
the body.

AR'l'.yIV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer and two Secretaries, who shall be elected
at each annual meeting, and hold their offices until a new election;
and the officers of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his
office, members of the several Boards.

ART. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for
carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to promote—all
which Boards may continue in office until a new election. Each Board
shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretaries, Treasurer,
Auditor, and fifteen other members, seven of whom, including one or
more of the officers, shall form a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness. To each Board shall be committed, during the recess of the
Convention, the entire management of all the affairs relating to the
object with whose interest it shall be charged, all of which manage-
ment shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions
adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as may be
given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to make such
compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it may think right,
fill the vacancies occurring in its own body, and enact its own by-
laws.

ART. VI, The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for
all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and
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disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention whenever
it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as required. He shall
also, on entering upon the daties of his office, give competent security
to the President of the Board for all the stock and funds committed to
his care. His books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any
member of the Convention and of his Board. No moneys shall be
paid out of any of the treasuries of the Board, but by an order from
that Board from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which
order shall be signed by the presiding officer.

ART. VII, The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public
bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may require. Copies
of all such communications, with their answers, if any, shall be kept
by them on file.

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents
as may be committed to them for the purpose.

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap-
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be members
of some regular church in union with the churches composing this
Convention,

ART, X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Con-
vention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of

enuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master’s cause, and talents which
t them for the service for which they offer themselves.

ART. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Convention
shill have the right to specify the object or objects to which their con
tributions shall be applied. But when no such specification is made,
the Convention will make the appropriation at its own discretion.

ARrT. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but
extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approbation
of any one of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending del-
egates shall not be necessary to form a quorum for the transaction of
business. The President, or in the event of his death, any of the
Vice-Presidents of the Convention, may, at the request of two of its
Boards, postpone or alter the place of meeting of the Convention,
when it may be deemed by him inexpedient to convene at the time or
place appointed. .

ART. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be
made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members pres-
ent at any annual meeting of the Convention.
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BY-LAWS.

Impressed with the obligation resting on the Convention to en-
deavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, combine and
direct the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for
the propagation of of the gospel, we adopt the following By-laws :

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the closest
possible connection with the State Boards, where such exist, in such
way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other cases to secure such
agency as each of the Boards may deem best, in both cases providing
for necessary expenses incurred.

2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in-
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to
their work, by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and otherwise, as
may be found expedient, among the masses of the people.

3. That the Committee on the Nomination of New Boards be in-
structed to nominate, as Vice-Presidents of the Boards, men known to
be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their own
State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men
who make effort to attend the sessions of the Convention. These
Vice-Presidents shall be expected to co-operate with the Boards, both
giving and receiving suggestions as to the work to be done, and they
also shall be expected to present at the next session of the Convention
a brief report in writing of what they had been requested to do, and
ot the way in which they have complied with these requests, with any
suggestions they may have to offer as to the condition and needs of
their respective fields. It shall be the duty of each Secretary, in due
time, to furnish the Vice-Presidents of his Board with suitable blanks
for such reports, and to call their attention to this article, and to make
any proper effort to secure the due preparation of these reports. Incase
any Vice-President appointed is unable or unwilling to comply with
the requests herein mentioned, it shall be the duty of the Board, if
possible, to find some person who can, and request him todo so; and
furthermore, the Vice-President for each State shall be desired, as
speedily as possible, to prepare a roll of the associations, churches and
Sunday-schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of inform-
ation, and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches and
Sunday-schools are contributing to the funds of the Board and the
annual amounts, and to make systematic effort each year to increase
the number and amount of such contributions.

4. The Boards shall report, at each session of the Convention, what
special efforts they have been able to make toward carryjng out the
objects of these By-laws.

5. That so much of the second day of the Convention as may be
necessary shall be set apart for consideration of these reports, and of
questions connected with them. o

6. That these By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority
vote. except on the last day of the Convention,
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PROCEEDINGS.

AuGuUsTA, GA., May 6, 1885.

1. The Southern Baptist Convention assembled in the
meeting house of the Greene Street Baptist Church, of
Augusta, Georgia, and at 10 o'clock was called to order
by the President of the last Convention, P. H. Mell,
Georgia, :

2 After the singing of the hymn, “ Rock of Ages,”
and the reading of the CXXXIII Psalm, prayer was of-
fered by B. Manly, Kentucky.

3. On call of States, the names of delegates were re-
ported, and subsequently enrolled by the Committee on
Credentials, as follows;

ALABAMA.

Entitled to 54. Present, 4o.

.T. M. Bailey, W. M. Blackwelder,* ]J. F. Bledsoe,* Geo. E. Brewer.t
C. W. Buck, J. F. B. Cane, J. E. Chambliss, J. P. Cheney, A. C. Da-
vidson, W. T. Davis, J. S. Dill, W. B. Dix J. C. Foster, S. B. Foster, C.
P, Fountain, J. M. Frost, Wm. Gamble, W.S. Griffin, S. Henderson,}
W. S. Henderson, J. E. G. Hillman, J. O. Hixon, W. L. J. Hood, J. A.
Howard, W. E. Lioyd, J. M. McCord, G. A. Nunnally, F. C. Plaster,
A.J. Preston, J. J. D. Renfroe, B. F. Riley, Z. D. Robey, ]. A, Scott,
T. H. Stout, N. C, Underwood, A. J. Waldrop, M. Wimberly, M. B.
Wharton, J. H. Wolfe, James H. Wright.

*East Liberty Association. tLafayette Church. {Northport Ch,

ARKANSAS.
Entitled to 12. Present 5.
J. P. Eagle, M. D, Early, A. J. Fawcett, W. A. Forbes, T. L. Ful-
bright. .
FLORIDA.

Entitled to 35. Present, 15.
N. A. Bailey, R. D. Burrows, W. N. Chaudoin, J. H. Griffith, C. C,
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Hill, H. M. King, A. E. Kitchen, S. K. Leavitt, W. H. Lee, A. C.
McCants. A. J. McCoy, Tate Powell, T. L, Talbert, Henry Talbird,
J. 5. Wharton.*

*Madison Church.

GEORGIA.

Entitled to 147. Present, 139.

B. F. Abbott, A, D. Adair, H. M. Adams, Jos. Allen, J. M. Atkin-
son, E. V. Baldy, A. J. Battle, A. J. Beck, T. |. Beck, N. B. Binion, J.
W. Bishop, J. C. C. Black, S. Boykin, J. C. Brewton, J. M. Brittain, J.
E. Brown, Lansing Burrows, D. E, Butler, J. W. Butts, H. H. Caba-
niss, A. R. Callaway, B. F. Callaway, B. M. Callaway, M. P. Callaway,
J. J. S. Callaway, T. M. Callaway, C. D. Campbell, Thos. C. Carlton,
A. ].Carr, E. B, Carroll, E. R. Carswell, Sr., E. R, Carswell, Jr., J. F.
Cheney, W. G. Chester, W. M. Coile, J. R, Cooper. W. H. Cooper, ]J.
H. DeVotie, J. H. Drewry, J. C. Duggan, S. D, Durham, J. F. Edens,
L. F. Edwards, J. W. Ellington, J. W. Ford, ]J. H. Fortson, A. D.
Freeman, J. G. Gibson, E. Z. F. Golden, R. F. Good, J. H. Hall, J. S.
Hamilton, R. H. Harris, H. Hatcher, W. Haws, ]J. B. Hawthorne,
Daniel Hayes, R. B. Headden, H. H. Hickman, S.G. Hillyer, J. L. D. Hill-
yer, j. Hogan, J. E. L. Holmes, T. J. Holmes, W. C. Howard, A. C. Hoy,
J.J. Hyman, C. M. Irwin, F. H. Ivey, W. S. jackson, J. H. Kilpatrick,
W. L. Kilpatrick, J. S. Lawton. J. R. Lloyd, G. A. Lofton, W. C.
Luther, S. C. Magahee, A. A, Marshall, A. M. Marshall, G. R. McCall,
W. C. McCall, W. S. McCarty, F. C. McConnell, Z. McCord, H. D.
McDaniel, Henry McDonald, R. R. McGinty, W. H. McIntosh, W.
H. McLain, P. H. Mell, T. S. Mell, W. W, Merrill, W. A. Montgom-
ery, T. A. Nash, V. C. Norcross, W. J. Northen, H. F. Oliver, W, A.
Overton, J. S. Patterson; J. T. Pendleton, Thos. J. Pilcher, P.].
Pipkin, B. . Ragsdale, A. C. Rainwater, Geo. Roberts, W. ]J. Rog-
ers, A. J. Rountree, D. Shaver, 1. M. Springer, W. L. Stanton, J. D.
Stewart,H.D. D, Straton, T. . Swanson, P. R, Taliaferro,1.'T. Tichenor
W. A. Therrill, H. H. Tucker, G. S. Tumlin, J. D. Turner, D. A. Vason,
A. B. Vaughan, W. M. Verdery, Thos. Walker, A. C. Ward, E. W.
Warren, T. B. West, T. Wheatley, P. S. Whitman, U. B. Wilkinson,
R. J. Willingham, J. W, Wilson, J. Stainback Wilson,* W. G, Wood-
fin, D. R, Wright, G. H. Yancey, J. R. Young, A. W. York.

*Central Committee W. M. S. of Georgia.

KENTUCKY.
Entitled to 165. Present, 41.
W. B. Arvin, G. F. Bagby, T. Warn Beagle, J. P. Boyce, J. M.
Bruce, W. D. Bryant, J. C. Burkholder, A. C. Caperton, J. M. Cole-
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man, W. J. E. Cox, H. T. Daniel, T. T. Eaton, |. S. Felix, ]. A. French,
A. C. Graves, R.S. Henderson, J. C. Hiden, W, M. Hinton, S. C.
Humphries, T. J. Humphries, Tilman Johnson, J. A. Kirtley, B. Manly,
T.D. Osborne, J. C. Porter, J. N. Prestridge, Willis Price, M. M. Riley,
H. C. Roberts, J. D. Rust, W. S, Ryland, L. H. Shuck, J. D. Simmons,
J. T.Siade, J. B. Solomon, J. J. Taylor, H. A. Tupper, jr., G. W. Wheat-
ley, A. S. Wocdruff, . Vanderen, T. M. Vaughan.

LOUISIANA.
Entitled to 25. Present, 7.
O. F. Gregory, G. W. Hartsfi~ld, S. Landrum,* ]. E. Randolph, A
P. Schofield, B. W. Szago, C. W, Tomkies.t
*Colliseum Place Church. 15zcond Church, Mansfeld.

MARYLAND,

Entitled to so. Present, 12.

T. D. Anderson, C. C. Bitting, A. C. D xon, F. M, Ellis, A. S. [rv-
ine, Joshua Levering, T. J. McGuire, O. M, Miller, James Pollard,* A,
J. Rowland, B. B. Waren, H. M. Wharton.

*Lee Street Church.

MISSISSIPPL
- Entitled to 44. Present, 5.

J. (. Chastain, C. E. W, Dobbs, O. L. Hailey, W. A, Posey, T. C.
Teasdale.

MISSOURI.
LEntitled to 1or.  Present, 8.

M. J. Breaksr, S. H. Ford, Lewis E. Kiine, J. R. Lawless,* J. C. Ma-
ple, A. F. Pearson, H. C, Wallace, W. H., Williams.

*W. M. 5. of Mo.

NORTH CAROLINA.
Entitied to 163. Present, 31.

C. T. Bailey, H. W. Battle, ]. B. Boone, J. T. Brasington, J. L. Car-
roll, A. N. Daniel, C. Dyrham, J. K. Faulkner, W. R. Gwaltney, J. S.
Hardaway, J. M. Heck, T. M. Honeycutt, M. D. Jeffries, C. A. Jenk-
ins, M. V. McDuffie, A. G, McManaway, J. M. McManaway, J. F.
McMillan, C. C. Newton, W. A, Pool, W. N. Prather, T. H. Prichard,
J. G. Pulliam, J. E. Ray, T. E. Skinner, J. A. Smith, T, J. Taylor, D.
W. Thomasson, \WW. W. \Wells, . A, White, Theo. Whitfield.

SOUTH CAROLINA,

Eautitled to 132. Present, 132.
S. W. Ackerman, J. Q. Adams, J. D. Andrews, L. D. Bass, T. P.
Bell, B. B. Berry, W. T. Bobo, J. R. Bostick, C. G. Bradford, C. C.
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Brown, J. A. Brown, J. C. Browne, L. Broaddus, M. E. Broaddus, A.
Buist, J. F. Buist, R. W. Burts, N. N. Burton, R. M. Barriss, G. W.
Bussey, J. H. Carpenter, S. T. Carroll, |. A. Carson, G. H. Carter, ].
S. Carwile, B. F. Corley, B. G. Covington, J. E. Covington, J. S. Croxton,
L. Cuthbert, D. W. Cuttino, F. O. S. Curtis, Zimmerman Davis, W.T.
Derieux, M. L. Donaldson, W. H. Dowling, W. L. Durst, T. J. Earle, B.
W.Edwards, C. P. Erwin, J. S. Ezell, H. K. Ezell, L. C. Ezell, J. K. Fant,
‘W. M. Foster, E. J. Forrester, J. C. Furman, T. M. Galphin, G. W,
‘Gardner, J. J. Getsinger, S. L. Getsinger, G. T. Gresham, R. H. Griffith,
J. T. Hiers, D. W. Hiott, J. A, Hoyt, J. D. Huggins, W. T.
Hundley, J. M. Jordan, J. S. Jordan, F. H. Jones, C. H. Judson, D. W,
Key, W. H. King, H. Lacroy, W. J. Langston, J. A. Lawton, J. R.
Leavell, R. W. Lide, W. C. Lindsay, W. H. Lyles, J. D. Mahon, R,
B. Mahoney, Charles Manly, M. McGee, R. D. McMillan, J. P. Meal-
ing, T. W. Mellichamp, B. F. Miller, R. M. Mixson, G. B. Moore, T. L.
Moore, G. W. Morrall J. F. Morrall, J. A. Mundy, J. S. Murray, J. K.
Pace, W, O. Petty, A. McA. Pitman, J. D. Pitts, R. N. Pratt, A. W.
Price, W. D. Rice, J. A. Robinson, R. Robinson, R. W. Sanders, F, M.
Satterwhite, R. W. Seymour, H. C. Smart, D. T. Smith, J. C. Smith, T,
P. Smith, W, P, Smith, W. J. Snider, C. A. Stakely, John Stout, A. J. 5.
Thomas, J. A, W. Thomas, W. D. Turner, R. B. Watson, W. B. Wat-
son, J. H. Wideman, J. A. White, H. A, Whitman, G. F. Williams,
J. G. Williams, N. B. Williams, B. Williamson, J. C. Willingham, W.
. Wilbur, T.S. Wilbur, A. S. Williford, H. T. Wright.

TENNESSEE.

Entitled to 30. Present, 11.
B. F. Bartles, E. E. Folk, E. C. Gates, C, S. Gardner, J. R. Graves,
Frederic Howard, A. W. Lamar, M. B. Pilcher, J. M. Robertson, Wm.
H., Strickland, J. L. Vass.

- TEXAS.
Entitled to 302. Present, 47.

STATE CONVENTION.—Reddin Andrews, G. W. Capps, G. M. Dan-
iel, R. T. Hanks, E. S, Haynes, A. T. Hawthorne, G. L. Jennings, ].
B. Link, M. P. Matheny, W. R. Maxwell,’R. A. Massey, O. C. Pope,
J. D. Robnett, G. W. Rogers, G. W. Scarborough, R. J. Sledge, W.
W. Upshaw, S. H. Watson, W. S. Whaley,

GENERAL ASSOCIATION.—S. J. Anderson, J. S. Bledsos, J. W.
Bryce, H. E. Callahan, J]. W. Carlin, J. B. Cole, C. D. Daniel, L. B.
Davis, L. W. Duke, G. W. Holland, A. J. Holt, J. L. Jennings, R, H.
Keeling, H. Y. Lively, S. L. Morris, J. W. Newbrough, W. E, New-
brough, S. D, Nunnelle, J. T. S. Park, H. R. T. Parker, T. S. Potts,
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E.. A. Pathoff, J. B. Riddle, J. E. Riddle, A. M. Simms, B. W.N.
Simms, T. P. Speakman, A. L. Wilkins.
VIRGINIA.
Entitled to 158. Present, 30.

J. T. Betts, J. L. Burrows, S. C. Clopton, George Cooper, H. G.
Crews, J. L. M. Curry, E. C. Dargan, A. E. Dickenson, J. T. Ellyson,
‘Wm. Ellyson, H. H. Harris, W. E. Hatcher, M. F, Hudnall, J. Wm.
Jones, Reuben Jones, 1. B. Lake, Thos. J. Nottingham, A, E. Owen,
John Pollard, T. A. Reid, D. C. Rittenhouse, C. P. Scott, L. L. Perry,
A.F.Scott, W. J. Shipm wn, T. W. Sydnor, J. W. Tucker, H. A. Tup-
per, L. R. Warren, H. H. Wyer.

MEXICO.

Entitled to 2. Present, 2.
Albino Marfinez, Porfirio Rodriguez.
VISITORS.

Wm. Bucknell, Philadelphia ; G. H. Elgin, Indianapolis, Ind.; Theo.
M. Banta, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Whole number entitled toseats, . . . . , . . . . 1,425

Number of members present, . . . . . . . . . . 525

4. The Convention proceeded to the election of its offi-
cers. J.S. Lawton, G-orgia; S. C. Clopton, Va.;and J.
S. Dill, Alabim1, ware appointed to couat thz votes
cast for President, who subsequently reported the elec-
tion of P. H. Mell, Georgia.

5. The following tellers were appointed to ascertain
the votes cast for Vice-Presidents: T. J. Earle, S. C; A.
P. Schofield, La., and J. A. French, Ky. They at a sub—
sequent hour reported the election of the following Vice-
Presidents: Reuben Jones, Va,; James C. Furman, S.
C.; Reddin Andrews, Texas; Henry C. Wallace, Mo.

6. On motion of S. Landrum, Louisiana, it was

Ordered, That the four brethren receiving the highest number of
votes for Vice-Presidents of the Convention be declared elected.

7. On motion of J. W. Jones, Virginia, the Secretaries
of the last Convention—Lansing Burrows, Georgia: Oli-
ver F. Gregory,Louisiana—were elected Secretaries by ac-
clamation, no one interposing an objection.
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8. On motion of Joshua Levering, Maryland, it was

Ordered, That a committee of dve be appointed on Order of
Business.

The committee was made to consist of Joshua Lever-
ing, Maryland ; George E. Brewer, Alabama; H. A. Tup-
per, Virginia; . T. Tichenor, Gzorgia, and J. H. DeVo-
tie, Georgia.

9 On motion, the hours of business were ordered to be
from 9:20 A. M. to 1:30 P. M; from 3:30 to 5:30 P. M.; from
8:00 P. M. to the pleasure of the Convention.

10. On motion of S. Landrum, Louisiana, the pastors
and deacons of the Baptist churches of Augusta were
constituted a Committee on Religious Exercises.

11. The Convention then adjourned after prayer by J.
L. Burrows, Virginia.

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

12. The Convention re-assembled at 3:30 P. M., and was
led in prayer by S. Landrum, Lousiana.

13. A greeting of welcome was spoken on behalf of
the entertaining brethren and citizens by J. C. C. Black,
and responded to by W. E Hatcher, Virginia.

14. The report of the Board of Foreign Missions was
read by the Secretary, H. A. Tupper, Virginia.

15. The Committee on Order of Business reported, but
the report was subsequently recommitted, with instruc-
tions to make slight changes, as will appear further.

16. The report of the Board of Home Missions was
read by the Secretary, I. T. Tichenor, Georgia.

17. The President announced the following com-
mittees: :

(1.) On Treasurer's Report, Forelon Mission Board: H.C,Wal-
lace, Missouri ; S. B. Foster, Alabama; A. D. Freeman, Georgia.

(2.) On Future Work of the Foreign Roard : C.E. W. Dobbs, Miss-
issippi; J. P. Eagle, Arkansas; T. D. Anderson, Maryland; T. E.
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Skinner, North Carolina ; Chas. Manly, South Carolina; J. M. Rob-
ertson, Tennessee : A. T. Hawthorne, Texas.

(3) On Woman's Work, Foreign Board: C. T. Bailey, North
Carolina ; A, J. Fawcett, Arkansas; N. A. Bailey, Florida; J. G. Gib-
son, Georgia; G. F. Bagby, Kentucky; A. C. Dixon, Maryland; T.
W. Mellichampe, South Carolina,

(4.) On the Missions of Foreign Board: S. Landrum, Louisiana;
T. L. Fulbright, Arkansas; J. S. Felix, Kentucky ; T. H. Pritchard,
North Carolina ; J. A. Mundoy, South Carolina; A. W, Lamar, Ten-
nessee ; O. C. Pope, Texas.

~18. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by J.
B. Link, Texas.

FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

19. In connection with devotional exercises, conducted
by J. J. D. Renfroe, Alabama, and C. C. Bitting, Mary-
land, the Convention sermon was preached by J. L. M.
Curry, Virginia, from the following Scriptures:

“The Lord is our Lawgiver.”—/sa., 33:22. “Think not that |
am come to destroy the Law, or the Prophets; I am not come to

destroy, but to fulfill."—A7a#¢,, 5:17. “For Christ is the end of the
Law for righteousness to every one that believeth."—/Ros., 10:4.

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.

AUGUSTA, GA., May 7, 1885.

20. The Convention re assembled and was called to or-
der by the President. J. C. Hiden, Kentucky, led in
prayer.

21. The Chair was directed to appoint committees
upon matters in the report of the Foreign Mission Board
as follows :

1. On the Treasurer's report.

2. The Future Work of the Board.

3. The Missions of the Board, the parts relating to Africa and Chi-
na, to be the special order for 8 p. m. Thursday.

4. On Woman's Work,
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22. On motion of C. E. W, Dobbs, Mississippi, it was

Ordered, That the reports of Vice-Presidents of the Boards be
referred to a committee of five, who shall prepare a digest of the
same, and report to the Convention.

The committee was made to consist of A. W. Lamar,
Tennessee ; J. H. DeVotie, Georgia; H. A. Tupper, jr,
Kentucky; G. F. Williams, South Carolina ; H. M. King,
Florida.

23. The following was offered by ]J. W. Jones, Virginia:

WHEREAS, There has arisen some question as to the eligibility of
women to seats as delegates in this Convention ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That this whole question be referred to a committee of
one from each State to report to this meeting of the Convention such
action as may be deemed expedient.

The resolution was adopted, and the committee was
appointed as follows: J. W. Jones, Virginia; J. M.
Frost, Alabama; J. P. Eagle, Arkansas; R. D. Burrows,
Florida; W. H. McIntosh, Georgia; J. A. Kirtley, Ken-
tucky ; C. W. Tomkies, Louisiana; A. J. Rowland, Ma-
ryland ; T. C. Teasdale, Mississippi ; S. H. Ford, Missouri;
C. Durham, North Carolina; J. A. Hoyt, South Caro-
lina; B. F. Bartles, Tennessee; W. R. Maxwell, Texas.

24. On motion of M. J. Breaker, Missouri, it was

Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed, to which shall be
referred that part of the report of the Home Mission Board which re-
lates to the reports from the State bodies.

The committee was thus appointed: M. J. Breaker,
Missouri ; R. T. Hanks, Texas; W. E. Hatcher, Virginia;
J. T. S. Park, Texas; J. D. Stewart, Georgia.

25. The Committee on. Order of Business reported
through its chairman, Joshua Levering, Maryland, ar-
ranging and outlining the time to be occupied by the two
Boards and their interests, which was adopted.

26. On motion of I. T. Tichenor, Georgia, the Chair was
directed to appoint committees on matters contained in
the report of the Home Mission Board as follows :
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1. On Kind Words.
2. On Organ of the Board.
2. On Systematic Benevolence.

27. Aninvitation having been given o visiting breth—
ren to occupy seats in the Convention, the same was ac-
cepted by those whose names appear subsequently to the
roll of delegates.

28. The following resolution was offered by B. Manly,
Kentucky :

Resolved, That the Convention, in view of the necessity for more

laborers, urge the importance of united prayer to the Lord of the
harvest that he would send forth laborers into his harvest:

The Convention was addressed by B. Manly, Kentucky,
and the resolution was adopted.

29. Brethren Porfirio Rodriguez and Albino Martinez,
from the First Baptist Association of Mexico, were in-
troduced and addressed the Convention. )

30. The Chair was, on motion of A. E. Owen, Vir-
ginia, directed to appoint Committees on Enrollment,
and Time and Place of Next Meeting.

31. A communication from the First Baptist Church of
Montgomery, Alabama, was read and referred to the
Committee on Time and Place of Next Meeting.

32. The President announced the following commit-

tees:

(1.) On Kind Words: S.Henderson, Alabama; W. L. Kilpat-
rick, Georgia; J. P. Boyce, Kentucky; H. M. Wharton, Maryland :
Theo. Whitfield, North Carolina ; C. A. Stakely, South Carolina: E.
C. Dargan, Virginia.

(2.) On Treasurer's Report, Home Board: T. P. Smith, South
Carolina ; G. M. Holland, Texas; H, H, Wyer, Virginia.

(3.) On Organ for the Board: Reddin Andrews, Texas; A. C.
Davidson, Alabama ; Henry McDonald, Georgia; T. T. Eaton, Ken-
tucky ; C. C. Bitting, Maryland ; L. Cuthbert, South Carolina; E. E.
Folk, Tennessee.

(4.) On Systematic Benevolence: ]. L. Burrows, Virginia; L. E.
Kline, Missouri; T. M. Bailey, Alabama; F. M. Ellis, Maryland ; A,
C. Caperton, Kentucky; C. M. Irwin, Georgia; W. N. Chaudoin,
Florida.
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33. A half hour of devotional exercises was conducted
~ by Reddin Andrews, Texas, one of the Vice-Presidents.
During these exercises it was developed that the follow-
ing were present who had been at the organization of the
Convention in 1845 : P. H. Mell, Reuben Jones, John S.
Bledsoe, C. M. Irwin, T. W. Sydnor, S. G. Hillyer, S.
D. Durham, E. Watson, E. R. Carswell, sr., Jonathan
Miller, J. L. Burrows, S. P. Getzen, W. H. Mclntosh,
Henry Talbird, jas. A.Lawton, T. P. Smith, J. H. Mims,
J. T. S. Park.

34. On invitation, the Convention was addressed by
Wm. Bucknell, of Philadelphia—also, by C. C. Bitting—
on the Bible Work of the American Baptist Publication
Society. '

35. On motion of J. B. Link, Texas, it was

Resolved, That the committee having in charge the time and place
of the next meeting be instructed to report that the next Convention

meet on Friday, instead of Wednesday, of the week in which it pro-
poses to meet, )

36. The Convention, after prayer by S. G. Hillyer,
Georgia, then adjourned.

SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

37. The Convention was called to order at 3:30 P. M,
A. J. Rowland, Maryland, leading in prayer.

38. The following committees were announced :

(1.) On Time and Place of Next Session: B. F. Abbott, Georgia ;
M. B. Wharton, Alabama; W. A. Forbes, Arkansas: J. S. Wharton.
Florida; A. S. Woodruff, Kentucky ; B. W. Seago, Louisiana; T. J.
McGuire, Maryland; J. C. Maple, Missouri; H, W. Battle, North
Carolina ; F. Jones, South Carolina ; W. H. Strickland, Tennessee ;
L. W. Duke, Texas ; John Pollard, Virginia ; Porfirio Rodriguez, Mex-
ico.

(2.) On Enrollment: A. E. Owen, Virginia; J. J. D. Renfroe;
Alabama; A. J. Fawcett, Arkansas; A. E. Kitchen, Florida; A.
J. Battle, Georgia; J. M. Coleman, Kentucky; J. E. Randolph,
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Louis_iana; James Pollard, Maryland; J. G. Chastain, Mississippi ;
W. H. Williams, Missouri; W. R. Gwaltney, North Carolina ; H. C.
Smart, South Carolina ; F. Howard, Tennessee ; J. S. Bledsoe, Texas,
Albino Martinez, Mexico.

39. H. C. Wallace, Missouri, presented the following
report on

TREASURER'S REPORT, FOREIGN MIsSsION BOARD.
To Southern Baptist Conwvention :

Your committee, to whom was referred the report of the Treasurer
of the Foreign Mission Board for the last fiscal year, ending April
zoth, 1885, having had the same under consideration, beg leave to re-
port that they find the same in due form in regard to the entries of re-
ceipts and disbursements, as requirad by the Constitution, and that
the same is duly certified to by the Auditor, and correct.

Though there has been some falling off in the amount of contribu-
tions, as compared with the previous year, yet, considering the pres-
sure and stringency in money matters which have so generally pre-
vailed throughout our Southland, as well as the country at large, the
contributions have been liberal, and your committee take pleasure in
commending the excellent judgment and sound business discretion
exercised by the Foreign Board and its efficient Corresponding Secre-
tary in its disbursement of funds, and in sustaining our Foreign Mis-
sions througn the embarrassments of the last year, with the aid of the
balance on hand at the last annual meeting, and in being able, after
accomplishing so large a work, to report through its Treasurer a bal-
ance of $1,144.61 at the end of the year.

Your committee deem it appropriate and becoming at this time es-
pecially, to express our gratitude and thankfulness to God for the
marked indications of his favor upon the labors of our Foreign Board,
and his blessings upon the contributions of the churches, individuals
and missionary societies,

We have abundant cause, brethren, to take courage and go forward
in the blessed and glorious work of giving the gospel of Christ to the
bemghted and idolatrous nations and peoples of the earth.

H. C. WALLACE,
S. B. FOSTER,
A. D. FREEMAN,
Commiltee.
The report was adopted.

40. C. E. W. Dobbs, Mississippi, read the following re-

port on
2
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THE FUTURE WORK OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD.

Your committee, to whom was referred the future work of the For-
eign Mission Board, would respectfully report :

1. The history of the work of this board has been one of expan-
sion. In His providential guidance God has gradually led its plans
and energies into widening fields of labor and success. As the re-
port of the Board gratefully says, ** God has been gradually expand-
ing the minds and hearts of Southern Baptists to take hold of one
nation after another until now they compass, though feebly, in their
sympathies and prayers, the whole human family. From small be-
ginnings in men and means, the Convention has pressed forward its
missions in foreign lands, more and more every year, until its mis-
sionaries, employed now and nthe past, are humbered by the hun-

dreds, the native converts by the thousands, and the contributions of
the churches havs been a million and a third of dollars.”

2. The blessings of God attendant upon our work in the past
should be an inspiration urging us to yet greater zeal and expanding
effyrts in the years to come, Carefully examining the report of the
board as it details the work in its various fields, while our hearts
gratefully recognize the grace displayed in each ot them, we are im-
pressed with the imperative call for the reinforcement of the missions
in Shanghai and South America. These especially seem to demand
more laborers, and we respectfully recommend that the call from these
fields be heeded. Nor would we ignore the claims of other missions
of the board in this direction. We must not fail to gratefully follow,
by enlarged work, every indication that God is waiting to bless, and
we advise a judicious expansion whenever it shall be manifest to the
board that the churches will respond with contributions sufficiently
enlarged to justify such expansion,

3 The fact that God is leading so many to give their lives to the
mission work calls for profound consideration on the part of our
churches. Twenty men and womenare now applying for appointment,
at least half of whom are reported as possessing talents and qualifi-
cations giving promise of abundant usefulness. Is not this fact God’s
call upon the denomination for a larger work in the vineyard?

4. Expansion of work involves expansion of means. How shall the
means be secured ? This question should appeal to every lover of
the Master for solution.

The limits of this report forbid a discussion of method in detail.
But your committee would urge that no effort on the part of the
board be spared to bring its treasury into direct communication with
the churches. The pastors are God’s agents for the edifying of his
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c.hurches in every good word and work, and every pastor should feel
himself unworthy of his calling if he fail to instruct his people, and
neglects to urge them to liberal contributions to the mission work of
the board. We recognize the progress made towards this end se-
cured largely through the vice-presidents of the board in some of the
States, and we urge that efforts be not remitted till every State is
brought into the highest possible efficiency in this respsct.
C. E. W. DoBBs, Chairman.

The Convention was addressed by J H. Kilpatrick,
Georgia : Theo. Whitfield, North Carolina; A. D. Free-
man, Georgia ; Chas. Manly, South Carolina, and R. S.
Henderson, Kentucky, and the report was then adopted.

41. The following report was presented by S. Lan-
drum, Louisiana, from the Committee on -

THE MISSIONS OF THE FOREIGN BOARD,

The missions of the Board stand like light houses—not numerous -
nor near together, but in all the great divisions of the earth. Your
committee note with thankfulness the manifest growth and real effi-
ciency of them all. The baptisms, the organization of churches, the
contributions made to missions by the converts from Romanism and
from paganism demand special emphasis.

First, in several respects, is the mission in our sister republic of
Mexico. By means of railroads our intercourse with Mexico is be-
coming quite intimate. No country has made so fine an exhibit at
the World’s Exposition in New Orleans. In productions, minerals,
in art and music, her display has made a deep impression, and a large
trade is sure to spring up between the two great Amzrican republics,
Notwithstanding the persecutions endured, we believe that we shall,
with comparativc ease, sccure the ear of the Mzxzicans for the gospel
of our Lord. The zeal of our Board for the mission in Mexico is
worthy of all commendation.

We pass now to the Brazilian mission. Here our missionaries hav:
suffered arrest and persecutions, but they have bzen patient, and dis-
tributed the Bible freely. In its light the sharpness of their trials has
been removed. It gives us delight to note the baptism of thirty-seven
believers. Over all opposition the gospel triumphs,

In Europe we are glad to observe the abiding faith and untiring
labor of our missionaries in classic and R man Catholic Lialy.

We regret the necessity for the retarn of one wise, heroic and vet-
eran missionary, Dr. Taylor. We trust his residence amonz us will
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greatly assist the work in Rome and Italy, especially in securing
funds to build chapels. Our best hope of success in Italy, under God,
lies, perhaps, in teaching the young, in circulating the Scriptures and
in personal appeal. '

In the African mission seven are reported as baptized. Our force
in the *“ dark continent " has been increased by four new missionaries.
We must do something for Africa, and let us hope that the new labor-
ers may be spared and crowned with success. We think the great
body of laborers in Africa should come from the people of the coun-
try.

The China missions are the oldest and largest of our foreign mis-
sions. There are fifty-six missionaries under the employment of the
Board. We have six hundred and forty-five members of our churches
in China, and their contributions amount to $567.85! War and ru-
mors of war have seriously hindered our work in China and caused
our dear brethren there much anxiety and suffering.
~ Buildings, churches and chapels are needed, especially in all the
foreign missions. We find houses indispensable at home; they are
more necessary abroad. We must collect and give for building
houses of worship. The work will be hindered, and much lost, with-
out such houses. We cannot state too strongly the necessity for build-
ings in the foreign fields.

The ConVention was addressed by W. D. Powell, one
of the missionaries in Mexico, and by brethren Rodriquez
and Martinez, and a voluntary contribution of $255.03
was made for special needs of the work in Mexico: after
which the report wasadopted.

42. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by
T. A. Reid, of Virginia.

SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION.

43. The Convention, being called to order at 8 o'clock,
was led in prayer by A. J. Beck, of Georgia.

44. The special order being the consideration of the
work of the Foreign Mission Board, addresses were
made by T. D. Anderson, of Maryland, on the field in
Africa, and by F. M. Ellis, of Maryland, on the field in
China.
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45. The following resolution, offered by W. E. Hatcher,
of Virginia, was adopted :

Resolved, That we tender to Dr. Yates, our oldest missionary, our
tenderest sympathies in his present affliction, and that we authorize
him to go forward in the work of building his long needed chapel.

Pending the consideration of the resolution, voluntary
contributions, amounting to $2,527.95, were made to-
wards the erection of the chapel at Chin Kiang.

46. And then, after prayer by J. O. Hixson, Alabama,
the Convention adjourned.

THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION.

AuGusta, Ga., May 8, 188s.

47. The Convention re-assembled at g o’clock, and was
opened with devotional exercises, prayer being offered
by J. B. Hawthorne, Georgia.

48. On motion, the Chair was directed to appoint a
committee on nomination of new Boards.

49. H. A, Tupper, jr., Kentucky, from the committee
to prepare a digest of reports of the Vice Presidents of
the Board, reported the following, which was adopted:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE REPORTS OF VICE-PRES-

IDENTS.

Your committee, to whom were referred the reports of the Vice-
Presidents, would respectfully present the following digest of said re-
ports, so far as the Vice-Presidents have been heard from:

ArasaMA. J.J. D. Renfroe reports :

The State Mission Board of Alabama is charged with the raising
of funds for Foreign Missions, and through its Secretary and the Vice
President of the Foreign Mission Board for Alabama, the cause of
missions has been pressed upon the people. 175,000 pages of mis-
sionary tracts and circulars have been scattered among the churches,
and 3,600 copies of the Foreign Mission Journal have been distributed
in the State. Although the amount raised during the year is not
what was expected, the work done will doubtless tell upon the years
to come.
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ARKANSAS. J. T, Searcy reports :

The relation between the State organizations and the Board of For-
eign Missions is mutually helpful ; increased effort has been put for-
ward throughout the State toward getting contributions from the
churches, with encouraging success, and missionary literature has
been scattered among the people.

FrLorIDA. N. A, Bailey reports :

The entire work of missions in Florida is committed to the State
Board of Missions. DBetween this Board and the workings of the
Foreign Mission Board there is perfect harmony. Our State raised
$300 more for Foreign Missions than the quota asked. About 500
copies of the Foreign Mission Journal have been distributed, besides
much other missionary matter; and our foreign mission work in Flor-
ida is making an encouraging advance.

GEORGIA. W. L. Kilpatrick reports :

Funds for missions are raised through pastors and the press. Dur-
ing the year $6,600 have been reported to the Mission Board at At-
lanta, and there is about $700 not reported. Missionary literature is
used freely, and the cause of missions in Georgia is upward and on-
ward.

KenTtUCKY. T.T.Eaton reports:

R. L. Thurman, our faithful agent for Foreign Missions, is working
nobly. About 100 churches contributed last year to Foreign Missions
that had not contributed before; and the full amount reported is
$10,292.64. 60.000 pages of missionary matter have been distributed,
and there is a remarkable increase in all mission work in Kentucky.

LovisiaNna. C. W. Tomkies reports :

‘We have a State Board of Foreign Missions, and it co-operates with
the working of the Southern Baptist Convention; by personal cffort
$1,500 was raised in cash and pledges for Foreign Missions ; the ex-
cess over the quota asked is $239. A Central Committee has been
organized and located at Shreveport. There is a marked progress in
the cause of missions throughout the State.

MARYLAND, Joshua Levering reports :

All the State erganizations are in full sympathy with the work of
the Board of Foreign Missions ; the churches have been appealed to
orally and by letter, urging increased contributions to missions, and
over one-hall have sent in encouraging reports, and the Foreign 177s-
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sion Fournal and other missionary literature have been d\stnbuled
among the churches.

MISSISSIPPI.  George Whitfield reports :

The relation between our State organizations and the Board of For-
eign Missions 1s most harmonious ; spent thirty-three days in the work
of the board, traveling about 2.000 miles and visiting one State con-
vention and six associations, and appealed to 347 pastors, through let-
ter and printed matter, on the subject of missions; aided in getting
pledges or subscriptions amounting to over $2,100; received and for-
warded direct or through Dr. B. H. Whitfield over $Sco.

MissoURIL.  R. S. Duncan reperts:

There is a deep interest awakened in missions, and the contribution
to this cause is $300 larger than last year; about 350 churches and fifty
Sunday-schools contributed regularly to Foreign Missions, and new
interest in missions is being awakened by the means of the free use
of missionary literature.

NoORTH CAROLINA. Theo. Whitfield reports :

The work of the Secretary of State Missions and work of the Vice-
President for Foreign Missions are mutually helpful. Not many
more than one-half of our churches contribute regularly to the Board
of Foreign Missions, but by the means of more than 5,000 pages of
tracts and 318 copies of the Fowurnal, and letters and personal appeals,
there is a noticeable development of interest in missions.

SouTH CAROLINA. Chas. Manly reports :

There exists an uninterrupted and close relation between our State
organizations and the Board of Foreign Missions. The number of
our churches that contribute to Foreign Missions was never so great.
About 1,200 copies of the Foreizn Mission Fournal, besides many
tracts on mission subjects, have been distributed. The interest in
Foreign Missions was never so great as now, and this interest is in-
creasing every year.

TENNESSEE. J. M. Senter reports :

As information on the subject of Foreign Missions is greatly
needed in our State, it have been our special work to distribute mission-
ary literature among the people. One hundred and sixty-three sub-
scribers to the Fournal have been enrolled, and already the good ef-
fect is seen.

From the condensed reports of twelve of our Vice-Presidents, it
will be seen how effective this simple and inexpensive system of work
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has proven in developing the spirit of missions among our people.
We urge upon our churches to co-operate with the Vice-Presidents
in their efforts to awaken interest and kindle zeal in the great work of

winning the world to Christ.
A, W, LAMAR, Chazrman,

H. ALLEN TUPPER, JR,
H. M. KING, '
J. H. DEVOTIE,

G. F. WiLL1AMS,

50. The report of the Committee on Woman’s Work
was presented.

The Convention was addressed by G. F. Bagby, Ken-
tucky ; T. T. Eaton, Kentucky; H. H. Harris, Virginia;
N. A. Bailey, Florida, and H. A. Tupper, Virginia.

Pending the discussion of the report, and certain
amendments which had been offered, the hour of the
special order arrived, whereupon the matter went over.

ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES.

51. The hour appointed for the exercises commemora-
tive of the fortieth anniversary of the organization of the
Convention having arrived, an historical discourse was
delivered, as per appointment of the last Convention, by
J. L. Burrows, Virginia.

52. And then the Convention adjourned,

THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

53. The Convention was called to order at 3:30, and
W. N. Chaudoin, Florida, led in prayer.

54. The report of the Committee on Aind Words was
read by S. Henderson, Alabama, and, after remarks by
the chairman, was adopted as follows:

REPORT ON “KIND WORDS.”

This cherished paper maintains its character most creditably as a
sound, able publication. The Rev. S. Boykin has shown himself em-
inently qualified to do all that can be done within the scope contem-
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plated by the original establishment of the paper, as throwing a broad
influence among the young, instructing them in Bible truth and in-
stilling mission principles into their minds, and leading them to Christ.
But on the principle of division of labor, neither brother Boykin nor
any other man can supply all the demands of the literature essential
to cfficient Sunday-school work. The very best writers of our de-
nomination are needed to supply, in adequate measure, what is now
needed. If, therefore, we expect to meet these varied demands, we
must very materially increase the facilities for producing this litera-
ture. Multitudes of our churches are already ordering their publica-
tions from Northern and Western publishing houses, not only on ac-
count of their cheapness, but because of the ability with which they
are prepared, as many of their ablest men are eciting these publica-
tions. Whether we can, under present circumstances, compete with
these houses in these respects, is a question to be determined. On
some accounts it may be well to make the experiment. We only
speak what we all feel when we say that no one man can supply the
demands of this service. We must have something adapted to all
stages of mental and mora! development--a graded series reaching from
our infant classes to mature age.

In view of the early expiration of the contract for the publicatlon of
Kind Words, we suggest to the Home Board to mature some plan by
which these growing demands may be met. With Rev. Samuel Boy-
kin as chief, supported by such talent as can be found in our midsr,
this paper would meet all the demands of the case, and none of our
people would look either North or West for any Sabbath-school liter-
atare.

55. The following resolution was offered by H. H.
Tucker, Georgia:

Resolved, That the Convention looks with peculiar interest
upon the recently established mission to the Cubans at Key West,
and that they commend the efforts to raise money from unknown giv-
ers for a house suited to the wants of this mission. '

After remarks by H. H. Tucker, Georgia, and J. L.
Burrows, Virginia, the resolution was adopted.

56. The Chair announced the following committee:

On Nominations of the New Boards : ]. W. Heck, North Carolina ;
J.T. Bledsoe, Alabama; ]. E. G. Hillsman, Arkansas ; T. L. Talbert,

Florida; D. A. Vason, Georgia; J. A. French, Kentucky; W. S.
Penick, Louisiana ; B. B. Warren, Maryland ; O. L. Hailey, Missis-
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sippi; A. F. Pearson, Missonri; J. S. Jordan, Sou:h Carolina; E. C.
Gates, Tennessee ; J. D. Robnett, Texas ; William Ellyson, Virginia,

57. J. D. Stewart, Georgia, presented the following,
which, after remarks by him and J. L. Burrows, Virginia,
was adopted :

For many years mission work among the American Indians has
been prosecuted with marked success. Hundreds of happy conver-
sions, and the foundation of churches and associations, stamp this
work with the seal of Divine approbation, Many native preachers
have been called and sent forth to declare the glad tidings of salva-
tion. In view of the work that has been accomplished, and consider-
ing the present needs of this field of Christian labor—

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention that the Home
Mission Board, so soon as the means at their command will justify
the same, appoint one whose duty it shall be to hold religious insti-
tutes, in which Indian preachers and deacons are to receive instruc-
tion in the word of God as understood and taught by our denomina-
tion,

Resolved, That in giving such instruction the churches be urged to
use every possible effort by an enlarged benevolence to become self-
sustaining ; that they strive to raise sufficient means to support their
own pastors, and to raise mission funds to send the word of God to
the wild tribes of their own people.

58. J. L. Burrows, of Vll‘glmd offered the following
from the committee on
SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE,
which was adopted :

Much has been spoken and written on the subject of the importance
and need of system in the gathering of funds for our evangelizing
work. All can see that if all our churches and members could ob-
tain information, opportunity, motive and method, the contributions
to our Board could be indefinitely augmented. The most pressing
and essential need at this time lies just in this direction.

To gain th's end something more is necessary than to feel or talk
of its importance. It should and must be secured through the direct .
and official service of brethren specially appointed to that specific
work.

Your committee therefore recommend that the Home Mission Board
be instructed, in correspondence with the Foreign Mission Board, to
inaugurate such special agencies, and make it the special duty of
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some designated individual or committee to take charge of this whole
subject, and employ such means as to them may seem fitting and
practical, to induce the adoption by all our churches of more efficient
method of raising funds for carrying out the objects for which this
Convention was organ:zed, and to secure, as far and fast as possible,
the co-operation of State Conventions and District Associations and
individual churches in aid of this grcat work.
J. L. BURROWS, Chairman.

59. M. J. Breaker, of Missouri, presented the report of
the committee on the

WORK OF STATE MISSION BOARDS,

We find much irregularity and some wrong in the manner of rep-
resenting in this body the work of State Boards. We therefore .
recommend the passage of the following by-law :

6. No money shall be represented twice in this Convention, and
no money shall be represented which has bsen contributed to the
body seeking répresentation by this Convention, or any body co-ordi-
nate with this Convention ; and no money shall be represented which
has been raised by a church or association for its own uses, unless
the missionaries of such association work under the appointment of a

State Board or our Home Mission Board.
MANLY ]J. BREAKER,

Joun D. STEWART,
W. E. HATCHER,
) R. T. HANKS.

After discussion, on motion of O. C. Pope, of Texas,
the report was amended by the adoption of a substitute
striking out of Art. III of the Constitution all the words
after the word “body,” in line 5, sn making the article to
read as appearsin the Constitution as printed previously.

60. The Convention adjourned, with prayer by G. T.
Gresham, of South Carolina.

THIRD DAY--EVENING SESSION.

61. The Convention assembled at 8 o’clock and was
called to order by H. C. Wallace, of Missouri, one of the
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Vice Presidents. Prayer was offered by J. L. Carroll, of
North Carolina.

62. The following telegram was read from Atoka, In.
dian Territory, addressed to the Convention :

« Daniel, chapter twelve, verse three.” J. S. MURROW,

W, F. BLAKE,
Missionaries.

63. The special theme being the consideration of mat-
ters of interest appertaining to the Home Board the Con.-
vention wasaddressed by H. McDonald, of Georgia; A. G.
McManaway, of North Carolina, and J. J. Taylor, of
Kentucky, and the following unanimously adopted

Resolved, rst, That inthe evangelization of our own country, in the
consecration to Christ of the spiritual power of its fifty millions of peo-
ple, and in the subordination of the forces inherent in its vast material
and industrial resources to the work of the Lord, is to be found the
prime factor in the world's conversion.

Resolved, 2d, That this result can be attained only by so broaden-
ing the sphere of Christian activity as to include proper attention to
all the wants of man, both for this life and that which is to come ; by
the disciple, like his Divine Master, embracing every opportunity to
do good to the bodies as well as the souls of men.

Resolved, 3d, That the accomplishment of so grand a work requires
only that measure of energy and that expenditure of means demanded
by our obligation to our Saviour and by the spirit of our holy religion.

64. After prayer by W. H. Williams, Missouri, the
Convention adjourned.

FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.

AvugusTA, GA., May 9, 188s.
65. The Convention met and was led in prayer by J.
C. Foster, Alabama.
66. The journal was read and confirmed.
67. By unanimous consent, the report of the Committee
on Woman's Work, which was pending at the time when
the special order arrived on yesterday (see item 50), was,
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on motion of H, A, Tupper, Virginia, recommitted, with
all substitutes and amendments. ‘

68. By unanimous consent, the following, offered by T
C. Teasdale, Mississippi, was adopted :

Resolved, That this Convention cherishes deep sympathy with our .

brother, ]J. R. Graves, in his affliction, and desires to express the hope
that he may be speedily restored to health and usefulness.

69. On motion of J. B. Link, Texas, the chair was di-
rected to appoint a Committee on Obituaries, to recom-
mend appropriate action in view of the death of certain
brethren, once officially connected with the Convention.
The Committee was subsequently made to consist of
Reddin Andrews, Texas; G. A. Nunnally, Alabama; J. C.
Furman, South Carolina.

70. On motion of H. C. Wallace, Missouri, a telegram
of greeting was ordered to be returned to our missionaries
in the Indian Territory.

71. The following resolution, offered by Joshua Lever-
ing, Maryland, was discussed by Joshua Levering, Mary-
land; A. C. Dixon, Maryland, and F. M. Ellis, Maryland,
and adopted:

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the Board of
Home Missions needs and must have an enlargement of its resources
if it is to accomplish the work committed to it ;

That the churches in the different States are hereby requested and
urged to raise the respective amounts asked of them in the report of
the Board ;

That, as individual members of this Convention, we pledge our-
selves to use our best efforts to accomplish this desirable object.

72. The following resolution was offered by J. B. Haw-
thorne, Georgia:

Resolved, That this Convention, realizing the urgent necessity for
aggressive work in the city of New Orleans, heartily approve of the
course of the Home Mission Board in endeavoring to build a house of

worship for the Valence Street Mission; that the work of building
houses of worship in this city should be pushed forward as rapidly as

possible.
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The Convention was addressed by J. B. Hawthorne,
Georgia; A. P. Schofield, Louisiana, and O. F. Gregory,
Louisiana, and a voluntary contribution, amounting to
$1,325.35, was made for the Vulence Street Mission, and
the resolution was adopted.

73. J. M. Heck, North Carolina, from the committee
to nominate new boards, reported as contained on page
25 of these proceedings, and the report was adopted.

74. J. W. Jones, Virginia, from the committee, reported
the following on

FEMALE REPRESENTATION.

Your committee, to whom was referred the whole question of the
eligibility of women to seats as delegates in this body, have considered
the matter, and have unanimously agreed to the following :

As some doubt has arisen as to the proper construction of the Con-
stitution, we recommend the following amendment: In Art. 3 of the
Constitution strike out the word “m-mbers,” in first line, and insert
instead thereof the word “brethren.”

J. Wi, JoNEs,

C. W. TOMKIES,
C. DURHAM,
A.J]. ROWLAND,
J. A. KIRTLEY,
JAMES A, HovT. -

The report was adopted by a vote of ayes 131, and noes
42, which, being a majority of two thirds, effected a con-
stitutional amendment.

75- The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by H
W. Battle, North Carolina.

FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION,

5, 76. The Convention met at 3:30 p. m. and was led in
prayer by J. A. W. Thomas, of South Carolina.

»" 77. A resolution, offered by J. E. Brown, of Georgia,
was adopted as follows :

Resolved, That in the opinicn of this Convention, the act of fornica
‘tion committed by a married persun i:, under the New Testament
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dispensation, cause, and the only cause, of absolute divorce from the
bond of marriage,

Resolved further, That in the opinion of this Convention no minis-
ter of the gospel is authorized by the New Testament to join parties
t.ogether in the bonds of matrimony where either of said parties has a
In.nng husband or a living wife, from whom said party has been di-
vorced for any other than the cause aforesaid.

78. The Committee on “ Woman’s Work" presented an
amended report, which was adopted, as follows :

WOMAN'S WORK.

Too much praise can scarcely be bestowed upon the noble achieve-
ments of the gentle and self-sacrificing women of the South., The
attention of this Convention is called to the steady annual increase of
contributions raised by this means. In 1876, $3.845.00 were raised
for mission houses, while they did nobly for the general work. In
1877, there was a manifest increase. In 1881, 500 societies had been
organized and $6,244.30 were realized. In 1884, 612 societies raised
$16,895.58, and in '85 over $18,000 were raised for the two Boards.

This work is entitled to appropriate recognition from this body.

Your committee observe with gratitude that, so far as they can dis-
cover, there is no dissatisfaction on the part of Baptist women with
the plans or methods of our Boards. They are now working with
gratifying success, and only ask that they be allowed to do what they
can in a quiet and unostentatious way.

We think it important that there should be Woman's Central Com-
mittees established and fostered by the State Conventions, or Asso-
ciations, with the co-operation of the Boards of this Convention.
These Central Committees should be aided and encouraged by the
pastors of the churches in establishing local societies in the churches.
Let the local sacieties designate the mission or missions to which
their respective contributions shafl be given. They should also be
requested to report the amount of these contributions to the churches
to which they belong, as well asto the Boards of the Convention,
Let such funds be credited also to the General State Convention or
Association. Then let these moneys be represented in this body by
delegates chosen, if they prefer, by the local societies, upon the same
bases and conditions specified for all other moneys reported.

Respectfully submitted, C. T. BAILEY,
G. F. BaGey,
A. C. Diyxon,
M. D. EARLY,
N. A. BAILEY,
J. G. Gieson,
T, W. MELLICHAMP,
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79. Joshua Levering, of Maryland, from the commit-
tee on Order of Business, presented a report outlining
the remaining business of the Convention, which was
adopted.

80. B. F. Abbott, of Georgia, presented the following
report, which was adopted, on

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.

The committee, to whom was referred the matter of the time and
place of the next meeting of this Convention, submit the following
report :

Your committee recommend that this Convention hold its next
session with the First Baptist Church in the city of Montgomery, Ala.,
beginning on Friday before the second Sunday in May, 1886.

Your committee nominate Rev. . B. Hawthorne, D. D., of Georgia,
to preach the next Convention Sermon, and Rev. H. M, Wharton, of

Maryland, as alternate,
Respectfully submitted. B. F, ABROTT, Chairman.

81. The following report was presented by Reddin An-
drews, of Texas, from the committee on “ Organ for the
Home Mission Board,” which was adopted :

ORGAN FOR THE HOME MISSION BOARD.

We recommend that the matter of the publication of an organ for
the Home Mission Board be referred to the Board with authority to
act as may seem to them best for the interest of the cause.

REDDIN ANDREWS, Chm'n,
A. C. DAVIDSON,
HENRY MCDONALD,
T.T. EATON,
C. C. BITTING,
L. CUTHBERT,
E. E. FoLK.
82. The following report on
TREASURER'S REPORT HOME BOARD
was presented and adopted :

The committee, to whom was referred the Treasurer’s Report of the
Home Mission Board, report that they have examined the report and
find it correct, according to the statements submitted, and properly
vouched for by the auditor of the Board.

THOS. P. SMITH, Claérman.






