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CONSTITUTION 

W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other 
religions bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the 
United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our 
constituents, by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining and direct
ing the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for 
the propagation of the gospel, agree to the following rules or funda
mental principles: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist Con
vention." 

A R T . II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects connected 
with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such 
portions of the Baptist denomination in the United States as may de
sire a general organization for Christian benevolence, which shall 
fully respect the independence and equal rights of the churches. 

& R T . III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who con
tribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing funds 
for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of one delegate 
for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of the Boards during 
the fiscal year, ending the 30th day of April next preceding the meet
ing of the Convention; (2) of one representative from each of the 
District Associations which co-operate with this Convention, provided 
that such representative be formally elected by his District Associa
tion and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Conven
tion, either in writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes; and (3) 
of one representative for every $500 collected and expended conjointly 
with either of the Boards of this Convention, by any State Conven
tion or General Association. 

A R T . IX. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor who shall in event of the 
death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and two Sec
retaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting, and hold their 
offices until a new election ; and the officers of the Convention shall 
be, each by virtue of his office, members of the several Boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessarv for 
carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to promote-
all which Boards may continue in office until a new election. Eael 
Board shall consist of a President, Mce-President, Secretaries, Trea 
urer, Auditor, and fifteen other members, seven of whom, includina 
one or more of the officers, shall form a quorum for the transactio" 
of business. To each Board shall be committed, during the recess f 
the Convention, the entire management of all the affairs relating t,, 
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the objects with whose interest it shall be charged, all of which man
agement shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional pro
visions adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as 
may be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to 
make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it may 
think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own body, and enact 
its own By-laws. 

A R T . VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for 
all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and 
disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention whenever 
it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as required. H e shall 
also, on entering upon the duties of his office, give competent security 
to the President of the Board for all the stock and funds committed 
to his care. His books shall be open at all times to the inspection of 
any member of the Convention and of his Board. No moneys shall be 
paid out of any of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from 
that Board from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which 
order shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

A R T . VII. The Corresponding Secretary of the several Boards shall 
maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public bodies 
as the interest of their respective bodies may require. Copies of all 
such communications, with their answers, if any, shall be kept by 
them on file. 

A R T . VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall 
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents 
as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

A R T . IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem
bers of some regular church in union with the churches composing 
this Convention. 

A R T . X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Con
vention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of 
genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and talents which 
fit them for the service for which they offer themselves. 

A R T . X L The bodies and individuals composing this Convention 
shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which their 
contributions shall be applied. But when no such specification is 
made, the Convention will make the appropriation at its own dis
cretion. 

A R T . XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but 
extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approbation 
of any one of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending 
delegates shall not be necessary to form a quorum for the transaction 
of business. The President, or in the event of his death, any of the 
Vice-Presidents of the Convention, may, at the request of two of its 
Boards, postpone or alter the place of meeting of the Convention, 
when it may be deemed by him inexpedient to convene at the time 
or place appointed. 

A R T . XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be 
made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members pres
ent at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 
Impressed with the obligation resting on the Convention to en

deavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, combine and 
direct the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort 
for the propagation of the gospel, we adopt the following By-laws : 

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the closest 

possible connection with the State Boards, where such exist, in such 
way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other cases to secure such 
agency as each of the Boards may deem best, in both cases providing 
for the necessary expenses incurred. 

2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to 
their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets and otherwise, as 
may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 
3, That the Committee on the Nomination of N e w Boards be in

structed to nominate, as ATice-Presidents of Boards, m e n known to be 
identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their own 
State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men 
who make effort to attend the sessions of the Convention. These 
Vice-Presidents shall be expected to co-operate with the Boards 
both giving and receiving suggestions as to the work to be done, 
and they also shall be expected to present at the next session of the 
Convention, a brief report in writing of what they had been 
requested to do, and of the way in which they have com
plied with these requests, with any suggestions they may have 
to offer as to the condition and needs of their respective fields. It 
shall be the duty of each Secretary, in due time, to furnish the Vice-
Presidents of his Board with suitable blanks for such reports, and to 
call their attention to this article, and to make any proper effort to 
secure the due preparation of these reports. In case any ATice-Presi-
dent appointed is unable or unwilling to comply with the requests 
herein mentioned, it shall be the dutv of the Board, if possible to 
find some person who can, and request him to do so • and further
more, the Vice-President for each State shall be desired 'as speedilvas 
possible, to prepare a roll of the associations, churches and Sundav-
schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of information 
and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches and Sundav' 
schools are contributing to the funds of the Board and the annual 
amounts, and to make systematic effort each year to increase t\ 
number and amount of such contributions. 
4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention >h 

special efforts they have been able to make toward carrvin» iTfif 
object of these By-laws. ymg o u t t h a 

5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards 
year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to w h o m shall be ref G l 
so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying out of the^R 
laws, and also the reports of the Vice-Presidents." y" 
6. That these By-laws may be altered at any time by a maiorit. ' 

vote, except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., May 8, 1891! 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met in its thirty-
sixth session in the opera house of this city, and at 10 
o'clock A. M. was called to order by Jonathan Haralson, 
Alabama, the president of the last session. 

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by A. W.Cham-
bliss, Missouri, the 133d Psalm being read, and the Con
vention joined in singing the hymn, "Amazing grace, how 
sweet the sound." 

3. The roll of delegates was called, and names of mem
bers were entered, as appear in the list at the close of this 
journal. 

4. On motion of J. W . M. Williams, Maryland, Jonathan 
Haralson, Alabama, was elected President of this Conven
tion, by acclamation, no one objecting. 

5. The following brethren were severally elected Vice-
Presidents of the Convention by acclamation, no one ob
jecting, Adz.: 

W M . J. N O R T H E N , Georgia, 

C H A R L E S L. COCKE, Virginia, 

J A M E S A. H O Y T , South Carolina, 

T. T. EATON, Kentucky. 

6. The following were in like manner elected by acclama
tion, no one objecting, Secretaries of the Convention, Adz.: 

LANSING BURROWS, Georgia, 

OLIA^ER F. GREGORY, Maryland. 

7. On motion of H. H. Harris, Virginia, the following 
were appointed a committee to determine the hours of meet
ing and an order of business, viz.: H. H. Harris, Virginia;. 
J. A. Broadus, Kentucky; Joshua Levering, Maryland; 
H. A. Tupper, Virginia ; T. T. Eaton, Kentucky; and B. F. 

Riley, Alabama. 
8. This committee was directed to provide sufficient and 

appropriate time for the consideration of the interests'of the 
Theological Seminary. 
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9. By a succession of motions the freedom of the floor 
and the courtesies of the Convention were extended respec
tively to the members present of the American Baptist 
Education Society, to the pastors of the different Christian 

churches of the city, the representatives of the local press. 
the Superintendent of the Public Schools, and visiting 
brethren generally. 

10. The fraternal messengers from the American Baptist 

Missionary Union were recognized. 
11. Words of welcome were spoken by A. O. Lane, Mayor 

of the city of Birmingham, and W . L. Pickard, one of the 

Baptist pastors. To these, reply was made in behalf of the 
Convention by E.G. Dargan, South Carolina. 

12. The committee to Avhom the matter Avas referred 
reported an order of business, in part, and the hours of 

meeting for the government of the present session. 

13. The brethren composing the Baptist Ministers' Confer

ence, of the city of Birmingham, Avere constituted a Com
mittee on Devotional Exercises. 

14. An abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission 
Board was presented and read by the Corresponding Secre
tary, H. A. Tupper, Virginia, and the report itself was 
referred to and distributed among the following committees. 

On Treasurer's Report and Finances: R. M. Dudley, Kentucky • A. AV. 

Files, Arkansas ; G. S. Tumlin, Georgia; A. E. Baten, Texas; J. C. 
Porter, Florida; D. M. Ramsey, Alabama; C. G. Holland, A'irginia. 
On Woman's Work and Sunbeams: W . R. L. Smith, Tennessee -

R. AV. Sanders, South Carolina; J. AV. Stewart, Alabama; E". K ' 
Branch, Louisiana; L. L. Henson, Maryland; G. B. Rogers,' Texas -
AVm. Hurt, Virginia. 

On Pagan Fields: C. S. Gardner, Tennessee; AV. Y. Quisenberry 
Virginia; C. E. Smith, Arkansas; T. Carrick, North Carolina- T S* 
Potts, Texas; C. H. Nash, Kentucky. 

On Papal Fields: W. C. Tyree, Virginia ; J. H. Foster, Jr n 
bama; G. B. Taylor, Maryland; E. Y. Baldy, Georgia; R. YV. Men- ]] 
Louisiana; G. AV. Green, North Carolina. e * 
On the Preamble and Resolutions of the Board: J. A H m t c 

Carolina; T. E. Bush, Alabama; J. B. Searcy, Arkansas; E. L Q 
pere, Arkansas; W. F. Holtzman, District of Columbia; N. A jT^ 

ley, Florida; E. B. Carroll, Georgia; H. A. Tupper, Jr., Ken tuck ^ 
G. A. Turner, Louisiana; F. M. Ellis, Maryland; S. M. Ellis, Mis.'- ' 
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sippi; M. J. Breaker, Missouri; J. M. Heck, North Carolina ; R. A. 
Venable, Tennessee; W. R. Maxwell, Texas ; Wm. Ellyson, Virginia. 

15. The Convention then adjourned, after the benediction 
by C. E. W . Dobbs, Georgia. 

FIRST D A Y — E V E N I N G SESSION. 

16. The Convention reassembled at 8 o'clock, and after 
prayer by J. M. Frost, Virginia, the Convention sermon was 
preached by Carter H. Jones, Tennessee, from Eph. 1 :23: 
"The church which is his body," and 2 Cor. 5:20, "in 
Christ's stead." 

17. An abstract of the Report of the Home Mission Board 
was read by J. B. Hawthorne, Georgia, and the report was 
then referred to and distributed among the following com
mittees : 

On Cuban Work: M. B. Early, Tennessee; T. B. Pitman, Texas; 
T. B. Thames, Virginia; L. L. Henson, Maryland; T. M. Hunni-
cutt, North Carolina; J. B. Hawthorne, Georgia; J. W . Perry, South 
Carolina. 
On General Needs: M. M. Riley, Kentucky; J. H. Gambrell, Mis

sissippi; J. A. French, Alabama; J. H. Boldridge, South Carolina ; 
Geo. AVest, Arkansas ; F. H. Iyey, Georgia; R. VanDeventer, North 
Carolina. 
On Treasurer's Report: A. G. McManaway, North Carolina; T. H. 

Ellett, ATirginia; C. S. Dearing, Kentucky; T. A. Hurd, Louisiana; 
M. E. Broadus, Missouri; T. M. Bailey, South Carolina; G. W . 
Pickett, Texas. 

18. The Report of the Sunday-school Committee was read 
by the Secretary of the Convention, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE 
S O U T H E R N BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

Your committee, appointed at your last session to look after the 
several matters pertaining to the Sunday-school interests of the Con
vention, beg leave to report: 
1st. As to gathering statistics of the Sunday-schools, we give below 

a table gathered from the minutes of the District Associations. In 
many of the States less than one-half of the Sunday-schools have been 
reported and of these many details are omitted ; while in others, not 
one-fifth of the Sunday-schools have been reported, and those report
ing fail to give important statistics. 
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Xo. Officers and 
Teachers. 

Arkansas 215 
Florida 263 

Kentucky 1,435 

Missouri 3,104 
North Carolina...5,940 
South Carolina...3,404 

Texas 480 
Virginia 7,075 

Grand total 28,367 
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2d. A s to the matter of catechetical instruction, w e refer to a paper 
submitted herewith marked "A." 

3d. As to the "Kind Words Series," on July 1, 1890, the committee 
requested Dr. David Shaver, of Atlanta, Ga., to act as agent to repre
sent its interests in Atlanta and see that the contract with the pub
lishers was duly complied with. At different times the committee 
has urged the Sun da y- schools, through the denominational papers, to 
use the "Kind Wo-rds Series," and in December, 1890, published an 
advertisement in fifteen Baptist papers in the South, which resulted 
in a perceptible increase in the circulation. In December, 1890, the 
committee was asked by the publishers to authorize them to prepare 
and publish the 3d and 4th quarters, of 1891, stating that there would 
not be time enough after the expiration of the present contract to 
make suitable arrangements for issuing the publications for these 
quarters. The committee replied that the reasons urged would not 
apply beyond the 3d quarter, 1891, and w e approved simply of the 
present contractors sending out the issues for the third quarter 

4th. O n January 12, 1891, specifications as to the publications of 
Kind Words Series, a copy of which is filed herewith marked " B " 
were prepared and notices were sent to the Baptist papers in th 
South inviting bidders to write the Secretary of this committee f ° 
specifications. In response, the committee received bids from v • 
ous publishers in Kentucky, Alabama, Georgia and Virginia. \u 
carefully considering these bids, in view of all the points involv A 
the committee decided unanimously that the bid offered herew*H 


