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CONSTITUTION.

We, the delegates from missicnary aocieties, churches and other
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parta of the
United States, met in convention in the city of Aungusta, Georgia,
for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentiong of
our constituents, by organizing 2 plan of eliciting, combining and
directing the energies of the whele denomination in one sacred effort
for the propagation of the gospel, agree to the following rules or
fundamental prioeiples

AnTicLg T. This body shall be styled the ©° Southern Baptist Con-
vention.”

Ant. II. It =hall be the design of this Convention to promote
foreign and domestic mizsions, and other important objects con-
nected with the Redeemer’a kingdom, and to combine for this pur-
pose such portions of the Dmptist denomination in the United States
as may degire a general organization for Christian benevolence,
which ahall fully rezpect the independence and equal rights of the
churches,

Anr. I1I. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who con-
tribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing funds
for the regular work of the Convention, on the bagia of one dele-
Zgate for every §200 actoally paid into the treasuries of the Boards
dioring the fiseal vear, ending the 30th day of April next preceding
the meeting of the Convention ; (2) of one representative from each
of the District Assoriations which co-operate with this Convention,
provided that such representative be [ormally elected by his Thatrict
Associgtion and his election certified to the Seeretaries of the Con-
venation, either in writing or by a eopy of the printed Minotes ; and
{8) of one representative for every $500 collected and expended con-
jointly with either of the Boards of this Convention, by any State
Convention or General Association.

Awrr. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President,
four Viee-Fresidents, o Treasurer, an Anditor who shall, in event of
the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and two
Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annnal meeting, and hold
their offices until & new election ; and the officers of the Convention
shall e, sach by virtue of his office, members of the geveral Boards.

Arr. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for
carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to promote—
all of which Boards may continoe in office until a new election.
Each Board shall consist of & President, Viee-Presidents, Recreta-
ries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other members, seven of whom,
including one or more of the officers, shall form a quoram for the
transaction of business. To each Board shall be committed, during
the recess of the Conventiop, the entire management of all the
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affaira relating to the abjects with whose intereat it ahall be charged ;
all of which management shall be in strict accordance with the eon-
stitutional provisions adopted by this Convention, and auch other
inatructions as may be given from Lime 1o thue,  Bach Board shal)
have power to make snch compenzation to its Secretaries and Treas-
urer a8 it may think right, fll the vacancies ocenrring in its own
body, and enact its own By-laws.

Awr. VI, The Treasurer of each Boavd shall faithfully acconnt for
all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of ail receipts and
disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention when-
ever it sball be in session, and to his Board az often as reguirad.
He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his affice, give compe-
tent security to the President of the Board for all the stock aml
funds committed to Lis care, His books shall be open at all times
to the inzpection of any member of the Convention and of his Board.
o moneya shall be paid out of any of the treasuries of the Board
bat by an order from that Board from whose treasary the money is
to be drawn, which order shall be signed by the presiding officer.

Anr. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuala or public
hodies a= the interest of their respeclive bodies may reqguire.
Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if any, shall
be kept by them on file. . :

Anr. VIIL The Recordipg Secretaries of the several Boards shall
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other docnments
as may be committed to them for the parpose,

Amr. 1X. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries amd Agenta ap-
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mein-
hers of some regular chureh in wnion with the churches composing
thiis Convention. ) ) i

Anr. X Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this
Convention mnst, previoos to their appointment, furnish evidence
of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's canse, and talenis
which fit them tor the service for which they offer themselves.

Art. NI The bodies and individuals composing this Convention
ghall have the right to specify the object or objeets to which their
contribntions shall be u]'li:a]ied. But when no snch specification is
made the Convention will make the appropriation at its own dis-
cretion,

Apt, N1I. The Convention 2ball held ita meetings annunally, Lot
pxtra meetings may be called by the President, with the approba-
tion of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending
delegates .ﬂ-!lull not be necessary to form a guorum for the transae-
tion of business. The President, or, in the event of his death, any
of the Viee-FPresidents of the Convention may, at the reguest of two
of its Boards, pﬂiiil.;mm or alter the place of meeting of the Conven-
tiom, when it may be deemed by him inexpedient to convene at the
time o1 place appointed. . i )

Amr, XITI. Any alteeations which experience shall dictate may
e made in thess Articlea by & vote of two-thirds of the members
present at any annual meeting of the Convention,



BY-LAWS.

Impressed with the obligation resting on the Convention to en-
deavor more energetically and syatematically to elicit, combing and
direct the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort
for the propagation of the MEEI. we adopt the following By-laws:

1. That the Boards of lﬁe Jonvention be directed to form the
elosest possible connection with the Btate Boards, where such exist,
in guch way a8 shall be motoally agreeable, and in other cases to
pecure such agency as each of the Boards may deem best, in both
cases providing for the necessary expenses incurped. . .

2 at the %-emtarles of the Boards of the Convention be in-
gtructed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to
their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets and otherwise,
as m;la}' be found expedient among the mass of the people. :

#. That the Committes on the Nomination of New Hoards be in-
gtructed to nominate, as Viece-Presidents of Boards, men known to
be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their own
State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men
who make effort to attend the sessions ol the Convention. These
Viee-Preaidents shall be expected to co-operate with the Boarda
both giving and receiving snggestions a8 to work to be done, an
they also shall be expected to present at the next seassion of the
Convention, a briel report in writing of what they had been re-
questad to do, and of the way in which they have complied with these
requests, with any suggestions they may have to offer as to the con-
dition and needs of their respective fields, It shall be the duty of
each Secretary, in due time, to furnish the Viee-President of his
Board with suitable blanks for such reports, and to call their atten-
tion to this article, and to make any proper eflort to secure the doe
preparation of these reporta.  1n ease any Vice-Preaident appointed
s unahle or nnwilling to comply with the requests herein mentioned,
it shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person
who ecan, and request him to do so; and furthermors, the Viee-
President for each state shall be desired, as apeedily ns possible, to
prepare a roll of the associations, churches and Sunday-schoola in
that State, to be naed for the distribution of information, and to aa-
certain as far as possible which of the churches and Sunday-schools
are contributing to the funds of the Board and the annual amounts
and to make syatematic effort each year to increass the nomber am:i
amount of such contribntions.

4. The Boards shall report at each seasion of the Convention what
special efforts they have been able to make toward carryving out the
chject of these By-laws.

b. Immediately after the reading of the reporta of the Boardas, each
year, a committes of five shall be appointed, to whom shall be re-
ferred so much of these reports a8 pertains to the carrying out of the
By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice-Presidents.

fi. The President, Vice-Iresidents and Secretaries of the Conven-
tion shall be elected by ballot; provided kowever, that when there is
only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if there be
no abjection, may be instrocted tocast the ballot for the Convention.

¥. x‘-fl E]E“Eﬁ upon the floor of the Convention is out of arder, and
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer promptly to suppress all
anch demonstration,

4. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority vote,
exeept on the last day of the Convention.



PROCEEDINGS.

Nasnvinig, TExx,, May 12, 1893,

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in its
thirty-eighth session, and at 10 o’clock a. M. was called to
order by Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, the President of
the previons Convention.

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by W. 5. Ry-
land, Kentucky, consisting of the singing of the hymn,
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,” the reading of
Luke xiv: 12-25, and prayer.

3. The roll of delegates was called, and names of mem-
bers were entered, as they appear in the list at the elose of
thiz journal.

4. On motion of W. . MeCall, South Carolina, the
ballot of the Convention was cast by one of the Secretaries
for Joxaraaxy Hararsox, Alabama, to be the President
of this Convention. The President then addressed the
body and assumed the chair.

5. Various brethren having been nominated to be Viee-
Presidents, the following were appointed as tellers to.
ascertain the choice of the Convention. M. M. Riley,
Kentucky; R. B. Garrett, Texas; R. T. Hanks, Texas;
W. G. Inman, Tennessee; E. M. Foster, Virginia; W. A
Borum, Kentncky; J. W. Perry, South Carolina; R. H.
Winfrey, Virginia.

G. On motion of W, E. Hatcher, Virginia, it was

apcdeved, That the fonr brethren receiving the largest number of

votes be declared elocted.
7. On motion of J. L. Carroll, North Carolina, Laxsixe

Burrows, Georgia, and OLiver F. Grecory, Maryland,
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were elected to be Seeretaries of this Convention by aecla-
mation, no one ohjecting,

8. On motion of J. R. Farish, Mississippi, the editorial
=taff’ and representatives of the press present, were invited to
seats, and the publie generally were invited to attend upon
the sessions of the Convention.  Several distinguished
hrethren were specially introduced to the body.

9. E. E. Folk, Tennessee, from the committee appointed
at the preceding session to recommend, if feasible, a re-
duced hasis of representation, reported a request that the
committee be so enlarged as to provide that one member
from each State should constitute such committee,  This
being agreed to, the committee waz made to consist of
E. E. Polk, Tennessee; Lapnsing Burrows, Georgia; J. L.
Carroll, Xorth Carolina; 1. W, Warder, Kentucky; T. L.
Jones, Alabama; W. A, Clark, Avkansas; H. F. Sproles,
Mississippi; E. 1. I"i.’JI?‘JH"I South Carelina; Geo. Cooper,
Vieginia; A, Dn Cohen, Florida; W. C. Luther, Texas;
C. W, Tomkies, Louisiana; E. Y. Mullins, Maryland;
.. B. Elv, Missouri.

10, The application for membership in this body from
the East Oregon Baptist Convention was presented, and re-
ferred to a special committee, consisting of W, C, Taylor,
Kentucky; N. B. Broughton, North Carolina; W. E.
Hatcher, Virginia; J. G. Gibson, Georgia; W. C. Lind-

v, South Carolina,

The following resolution was presented by Joshua
Levering, Marvland, and was adopred:

WierEas, We are about entering upon another century of mis-
miona ; and

Wauesras, It is necessary for us as Bonthern Baptists to adopt
the very best methods possible for the extension of the work both
at bome and abroad if we would be true to cur responsibility as
a Christian denomination ; therefore

Resolved, That a committes composed of one from each State rep-
resented in this body, and the Distriet of Columbia, be appointed
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to examine carefully into our erganization and methods of work, and
to make such recommendation as it may deem beat adapted for the
aceomplishment of this porpose ;

Hesolved, That the committes in making this inquoiry be anthor-
zed to call on the officers and members of the Boards for such in-
ormation as may be necessary to enable it to earry out the above
instroctions.

12, The following were constituted the Committee on
Ovder of Business: H. H. Harris, Virginia; J. A. Broadus,
Kentucky; T. P. Bell, Tennessee; I. T. Tichenor, Geor-
gia; H. A. Tupper, Virginia,

13. A communication from the Triennial Conference of
German Baptists, conveying thanks for aid rendered among
them, was read.

14. Words of weleome were spoken by J. M. Frost, one
of the pastors of Nashville, and response was made on the
part of the Convention by Henry MeDonald, Georgia.

15. H. H. Harris, Virginia, from the Committee on Or-
der of Business, reported, fixing the hours for meeting and
adjournment, and also the following resolutions, all of
which was adopted :

Reaolvedd, That when any itemn of bosiness provided for in this
report ahall be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted
to it, the President shall at onee call the item next in order.

2, That this order of buainesa may be suspended at any time by
a majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any other
question coming before the Convention, execept as otherwise pro-
vided in Conatitution and By-Laws, shall be decided by a like vote.

16. The tellers appointed for the purpose reported by
M. M. Riley, Kentucky, the election of the following Vice-
Presidents of this Convention :

W. I. NorTaES, Georgia,
Josnva LEvERING, Maryland.
War, H, Warrserr, Kentueky.
5. H. Forp, Missouri.

17. The Convention then adjourned with prayer by W.
(i, Tnman, Tennessee,






