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CONSTITUTION. 
W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other 

religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the 
United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, 
for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of 
our constituents, by organizing a plan of eliciting, combining and 
directing the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort 
for the propagation of the gospel, agree to the following rules or 

fundamental principles: 
A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the " Southern Baptist Con

vention." 
A R T . II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote 

foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this pur
pose such portions of the Bfcptist denomination in the United States 
as may desire a general organization for Christian benevolence, 
which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights of the 
churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who con
tribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing funds 

for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of one dele
gate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of the Boards 
during the fiscal year, ending the 30th day of April next preceding 
the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one representative from each 
of the District Associations which co-operate with this Convention, 
provided that such representative be formally elected by his District 
Association and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con
vention, either in writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes; and 
(3) of one representative for every $500 collected and expended con
jointly with either of the Boards of this Convention, by any State 
Convention or General Association. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four A7ice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor who shall, in event of 
the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and two 
Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting, and hold 
their offices until a new election; and the officers of the Convention 
shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the several Boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for 
carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to promote— 
all of which Boards may continue in office until a new election. 
Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, Secreta
ries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other members, seven of whom, 
including one or more of the officers, shall form a quorum for the 
transaction of business. To each Board shall be committed, during 
the recess of the Convention, the entire management of all the 
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affairs relating to the objects with whose interest it shall be charged; 
all of which management shall be in strict accordance with the con
stitutional provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other 
instructions as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall 
have power to make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treas
urer as it may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own 
body, and enact its own By-laws. 

ART. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for 
all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and 
disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention when
ever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as required. 
He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his office, give compe
tent security to the President of the Board for all the stock and 
funds committed to his care. His books shall be open at all times 
to the inspection of any member of the Convention and of his Board. 
No moneys shall be paid out of any of the treasuries of the Board 
but by an order from that Board from whose treasury the money is 
to be drawn, which order shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

ART. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public 
bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may require. 
Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if any, shall 
be kept by them on file. 

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall 
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents 
as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem
bers of some regular church in union with the churches composing 
this Convention. 

ART. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence 
of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and talents 
which fit them for the service for which they offer themselves. 

AR T . XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Convention 
shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which their 
contributions shall be applied. But when no such specification is 
made the Convention will inake the appropriation at its own dis
cretion. 

ART. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but 
extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approba
tion of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending 
delegates shall not be necessary to form a quorum for the transac
tion of business. The President, or, in the event of his death, any 
of the Vice-Presidents of the Convention may, at the request of two 
of its Boards, postpone or alter the place of meeting of the Conven
tion, when it may be deemed by him inexpedient to convene at the 
time or place appointed. 

ART. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may 
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

Impressed with the obligation resting on the Convention to en
deavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, combine and 
direct the energies of the whole'denomination in one sacred effort 
for the propagation of the gospel, we adopt the following By-laws: 
1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 

closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such exist, 
in such way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other cases to 
secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem best, in both 
cases providing for the necessary expenses incurred. 
2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in

structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to 
their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets and otherwise, 
as may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 
3. That the Committee on the Nomination of N e w Boards be in

structed to nominate, as Vice-Presidents of Boards, m e n known to 
be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their own 
State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men 
who make effort to attend the sessions of the Convention. These 
Vice-Presidents shall be expected to co-operate with the Boards, 
both giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be done, and 
they also shall be expected to present at the next session of the 
Convention, a brief report in writing of what they had been re
quested to do, and of the way in which they have complied with these 
requests, with any suggestions they may have to offer as to the con
dition and needs of their respective fields. It shall be the duty of 
each Secretary, in due time, to furnish the Vice-President of his 
Board with suitable blanks for such reports, and to call their atten
tion to this article, and to make any proper effort to secure the due 
preparation of these reports. In case any Vice-President appointed 
is unable or unwilling to comply with the requests herein mentioned, 
it shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person 
who can, and request him to do so; and furthermore, the Vice-
President for each State shall be desired, as speedily as possible, to 
prepare a roll of the associations, churches and Sunday-schools in 
that State, to be used for the distribution of information, and to as
certain as far as possible which of the churches and Sunday-schools 
are contributing to the funds of the Board and the annual amounts, 
and to make systematic effort each year to increase the number and 
amount of such contributions. 
4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention what 

special efforts they have been able to make toward carrying out the 
object of these By-laws. 
5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards, each 

year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to w h o m shall be re
ferred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying out of the 
By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice-Presidents. 

6. The President, Vice-Presidents and Secretaries of the Conven
tion shall be elected by ballot; provided however, that when there is 
only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if there be 
no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention. 

7. Applause upon the floor of the Convention is out of order, and 
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer promptly to suppress all 
such demonstration. 
8. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority vote, except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

N A S H V I L L E , TENN., May 12, 1893. 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in its 

thirty-eighth session, and at 10 o'clock A. M. was called to 

order by Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, the President of 

the previous Convention. 

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by W . S. Ry

land, Kentucky, consisting of the singing of the hymn, 

"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound," the reading of 

Luke xiv: 12-25, and prayer. 

3. The roll of delegates was called, and names of mem

bers were entered, as they appear in the list at the close of 

this journal. 

4. On motion of W . C. McCall, South Carolina, the 

ballot of the Convention was cast by one of the Secretaries 

for J O N A T H A N H A R A L S O N , Alabama, to be the President 

of this Convention. The President then addressed the 

body and assumed the chair. 

5. Various brethren having been nominated to be Vice-

Presidents, the following were appointed as tellers to 

ascertain the choice of the Convention. M. M. Riley, 

Kentucky; R. B. Garrett, Texas; R. T. Hanks, Texas;; 

W . G. Inman, Tennessee; E. M. Foster, Virginia; W . A.. 

Borum, Kentucky; J. W . Perry, South Carolina; R. H. 

Winfrey, Virginia. 

6. On motion of W . E. Hatcher, Virginia, it was 
Ordered, That the four brethren receiving the largest number of 

votes be declared elected. 
7. On motion of J. L. Carroll, North Carolina, L A N S I N G 

B U R R O W S , Georgia, and O L I V E R F. G R E G O R Y , Maryland, 
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were elected to be Secretaries of this Convention by accla

mation, no one objecting. 

8. On motion of J. R. Farish, Mississippi, the editorial 

•staff and representatives of the press present, were invited to 

seats, and the public generally were invited to attend upon 

the sessions of the Convention. Several distinguished 

brethren were specially introduced to the body. 

9. E. E. Folk, Tennessee, from the committee appointed 

at the preceding session to recommend, if feasible, a re

duced basis of representation, reported a request that the 

committee be so enlarged as to provide that one member 

from each State should constitute such committee. This 

being agreed to, the committee was made to consist of 

E. E. Polk, Tennessee; Lansing Burrows, Georgia; J. L. 

Carroll, North Carolina; J. W . Warder, Kentucky; T. L. 

Jones, Alabama; W . A^^Larjc, Arkansas; H. F. Sproles, 

Mississippi; E. J. Forester, South Carolina; Geo. Cooper, 

Arirginia; A. D. Cohen, Florida; W . C. Luther, Texas; 

C. W . Tomkies, Louisiana; E. Y. Mullins, Maryland; 

L. B. Ely, Missouri. 

10. The application for membership in this body from 

the East Oregon Baptist Convention was presented, and re

ferred to a special committee, consisting of W . C. Taylor, 

Kentucky; N. B. Broughton, North Carolina; W . E. 

Hatcher, Virginia; J. G. Gibson, Georgia; W . C. Lind

sey, South Carolina. 

11. The following resolution was presented by Joshua 

Levering, Maryland, and was adopted: 

WHEREAS, We are about entering upon another century of mis
sions ; and 
WHEREAS, It is necessary for us as Southern Baptists to adopt 

the very best methods possible for the extension of the work both 
at home and abroad if we would be true to our responsibility as 
a Christian denomination; therefore 
Resolved, That a committee composed of one from each State rep

resented in this body, and the District of Columbia, be appointed 

* 
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to examine carefully into our organization and methods of work, and 
to make such recommendation as it may deem best adapted for the 
accomplishment of this purpose ; 
Resolved, That the committee in making this inquiry be author-

zed to call on the officers and members of the Boards for such in-
ormation as may be necessary to enable it to carry out the above 
instructions. 

12. The following were constituted the Committee on 

Order of Business: H . H . Harris, Virginia; J. A. Broadus, 

Kentucky; T. P. Bell, Tennessee; I. T. Tichenor, Geor

gia; H . A. Tupper, Virginia. 

13. A communication from the Triennial Conference of 

German Baptists, conveying thanks for aid rendered among 

them, was read. 

14. Words of welcome were spoken by J. M . Frost, one 

of the pastors of Nashville, and response was made on the 

part of the Convention by Henry McDonald, Georgia. 

15. H . H . Harris, Virginia, from the Committee on Or

der of Business, reported, fixing the hours for meeting and 

adjournment, and also the following resolutions, all of 

which was adopted: 

Resolved, That when any item of business provided for in this 
report shall be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted 
to it, the President shall at once call the item next in order. 
2. That this order of business may be suspended at any time by 

a majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any other 
question coming before the Convention, except as otherwise pro
vided in Constitution and By-Laws, shall be decided by a like vote. 

16. The tellers appointed for the purpose reported by 

M . M . Riley, Kentucky, the election of the following Vice-

Presidents of this Convention: 

W. J. NORTHED, Georgia. 

JOSHUA LEVERING, Maryland. 

W M . H. WHITSITT, Kentucky. 

S. H. FORD, Missouri. 

17. The Convention then adjourned with prayer by W. 

G. Inman, Tennessee. 




