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CONSTITUTION. 

W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other 
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of 
the United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta 
Georgia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent 
intentions of our constituents by organizing a plan of eliciting, 
combining and directing the energies of the whole denomination 
in one sacred effort for the propagation of the gospel, agree to the 
following rules of fundamental principles : 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the " Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

A R T . II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benevo­
lence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights 
of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of one 
delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of the 
Boards during the fiscal year, ending the 30th day of April next 
preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one representa­
tive from each of the District Associations which co-operate with 
this Convention, provided that such representative be formally 
elected at the annual meeting of his District Association and his 
election certified to the Secretaries of the Convention, either in 
writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting, 
and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers of the 
Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the 
several Boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary 
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro­
mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other members, 
seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall form 
a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that any of 
the Boards may have the same person to fill the two positions of 
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board shall be 
committed, during the recess of the Convention, the entire man­
agement of all the affairs relating to the objects with whose in­terest it shall be charged ; all of which management shall be in 
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strict accordance with the constitutional provisions adopted by 
this Convention, and such other instructions as may be given 
from time to time. Each Board shall have power to make such 
compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it may think 
right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own body, and enact its 
own By-laws. 

A R T . VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts 
and disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention 
whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as 
required. H e shall also, on entering upon the duties of his office, 
give competent security to the President of the Board for all the 
stock and funds committed to his care. His books shall be open 
at all times to the inspection of any member of the Convention 
and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any of tbe 
treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board from 
whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order shall be 
signed by the presiding officer. 

A R T . VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of tbe several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may re­
quire. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if 
any, shall be kept by them on file. 

A R T . VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shaU keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

A R T . IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap­
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be 
members of some regular church in union with the churches 
composing this Convention. 

A R T . X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­
selves. 

A R T . X L The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifi­
cation is made the Convention will make the appropriation at its 
own discretion. 

A R T . XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the ap­
probation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to form a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or, in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-Presidents of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, postpone or alter the place of 
meeting of the Convention, when it may be deemed by him inex­
pedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

A R T . XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate 
may be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 10, 1895. 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in its 
fortieth session, in the meeting-house of the First Baptist 

Church, and at 10 o'clock A. M. was called to order by 

Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, the President of the previous 

Convention. 

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by T. E. Skin­

ner, North Carolina, consisting of the singing of the hymn, 

"Blest be the tie that binds," the reading of the first Psalm, 

and prayer. 

3. The roll of representatives was called, and the names 

of members were enrolled as they appear at the close of 

this Journal. 

4. Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, having been nominated 

to be President of the Convention, on motion of H. A. 

Tupper, Maryland, the vote of the Convention was cast for 

him by one of the Secretaries, and he was chosen by accla­

mation. The President assumed the chair. 

5. The following were appointed as a Committee on 

Order of Business : H. H. Harris, Virginia; I. T. Tichenor, 
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Georgia; R. J. Willingham, Yirginia ; T. P. Bell, Ten­

nessee ; W. H. Whitsitt, Kentucky. 
6. Various brethren having been nominated to be Vice-

Presidents, the following were appointed tellers to ascertain 

the choice of the Convention : T. H. Ellett, Virginia ; H. 

W . Williams, Georgia; L. E. Kline, Missouri ; J. N. 

Prestridge, Kentucky ; S. M. Yeatman, District of Colum­

bia, and S. M. Brown, Missouri. 

7. While nominations were being made, it having ap­

peared that J. T. S. Park, Texas, who was a constituent 

member of this Convention at its organization, fifty years 

since, was nominated, on motion of T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, 

the ballot of the Convention was ordered to be cast for him 

to be the First Vice-President, and it was so done, and he 

was so elected. 

8. On motion of N. A. Bailey, Florida, it was 

Ordered, That the three brethren receiving the largest number of 
votes be declared elected. 

9. On motion of G. W . Gardner, Georgia, the ballot of 

the Convention was cast for Lansing Burrows, Georgia, 

and Oliver F. Gregory, Maryland, to be the Secretaries of 

the Convention. 

10. The President introduced the Hon. John W . Ross, 

the President of the Board of Commissioners of the Dis­

trict of Columbia, who spoke words of welcome on the 

part of the city of Washington; and C. C. Meador, one of 

the pastors, on the part of the Baptists of the city. To 

these addresses, response on the part of the Convention 

was made by J. R. Sampey, Kentucky. 

11. H. H. Harris, Virginia, from the Committee, re­

ported the recommendation of the hours of meeting to be 9 

A. M., to adjourn at 1 p. M., and to meet at 7:30 p. M. to 

adjourn at pleasure, and outlining the order of business for 

Friday and Saturday; and also recommending 

]. That when any item of business provided for in this report shall 
be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted to it, the Presi­
dent shall at once call the item next in order. 
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2. That this order of business may be suspended at any time by a 
majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any other ques­
tion coming before the Convention, except amendments to its Constitu­
tion, shall be decided by a like vote. 

12. H. H. Harris, Virginia, moved the appointment of 

a committee to prepare suitable resolutions with reference 

to the demise during the year of distinguished brethren 

who had borne official relation to the Convention, especially 

Joseph E. Brown, J. W . M. Williams, A. P. Abell and 

Joseph Walker, and further to arrange for a memorial 

meeting to be held on the afternoon of the Sabbath relative 

to the death of John A. Broadus, late President of the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. The motion pre­

vailed and the committee was made to consist of W . H. 

Whitsitt, Kentucky; C. S. Gardner, South Carolina; H. 

H. Harris, Virginia; Franklin Wilson, Maryland, and 

George Cooper, Virginia. 

13. An invitation having been extended, on motion of 

J. B. Hawthorne, Georgia, the Convention was addressed 

by H. L. Morehouse, New York, on the subject of the 

proposed work of co-operation with the American Baptist 

Home Mission Society in work among the colored people. 

14. T. H. Ellett, Virginia, on the part of the tellers, 

reported that the following had been elected to be Vice-

Presidents in addition to J. T. S. Park, Texas, who had 

been chosen by acclamation : 

J. H. KILPA T R I C K , Georgia. 

B. H. C A R R O L L , Texas. 

J. T A Y L O R E L L Y S O N , Virginia. 

15. An abstract of the report of the Sunday-school 

Board was read by the Corresponding Secretary, T. P. Bell, 

Tennessee, and the report was ordered to be referred to 

Committees on the Work of the Board in General and 

Young People's Work. 

16. An abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission 

Board was presented by R. J. Willingham, Virginia, its 
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Corresponding Secretary, and the report was ordered to be 

referred to Committees on Papal Fields, Pagan Fields, and 

the Financial Policy of the Board. 

17. An abstract of the report of the Home Mission 
Board was presented by the Corresponding Secretary, I. T. 
Tichenor, Georgia, and the report was ordered to be 
referred to Committees on Colored Population, Foreign 
Populations, including Cubans and Indians, White Popu­
lations, and Treasurer's Report. A hymn of praise was 
sung, and thanksgiving was offered by F. M. Ellis. 

18. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 
J. J. Hall, Virginia. 

FIRST D A Y — E V E N I N G SESSION. 

19. The Convention reassembled at 7:30 P. M., and after 
singing, F. M. Ellis, New York, led in prayer. 

20. T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, from the Committee, pre­
sented the following report on 

THE CONFERENCE WITH THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME 

MISSION SOCIETY. 

Your committee are thankful to be able to report the success with 
which God has blessed our efforts. After considerable correspondence, 
a conference with the Committee of the American Baptist Home Mis­
sion Society was arranged to be held at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, Sep­
tember 12,1894. There were present of the committee appointed by the 
Convention, besides the chairman, Brethren H. H. Harris, 1. T. Tichenor, 
J. B. Gambrell, T. P. Bell, and O. P. Gregory. W e unanimously in­
vited Brother Noah K. Davis, of the University of Virginia, to act with 
our committee, to which he kindly consented, and rendered us most val­
uable service. W e greatly regretted the absence of Brethren W . J. 
Northen, B. H. Carroll, and A. J. S. Thomas. There were present from 
the Home Mission Society Brethren J. L. Howard, H. L. Morehouse, T. 
J. Morgan, J. B. Thomas, E. H. Johnson, N. E. Wood, and A. S. Ho-
bart. The joint committee elected Brother Howard chairman, and 
Brethren N. E. Wood and 0. F. Gregory secretaries. The meeting was 
in all respects delightful. There was full, frank, free discussion on all 
questions presented; but every vote was unanimous except one, and that 
one was as to who should preside over the joint meeting. The Northern 
brethren voted unanimously for a Southern brother to preside, while 
the Southern brethren voted unanimously for a Northern brother to 



S O U T H E R N BAPTIST CONVENTION. 15 

preside; and we were so urgent in the matter that the Northern breth­
ren yielded the point, and Brother Howard presided over our delibera­
tions. Your committee presented to the Committee of the Home Mis­
sion Society the following overture: 

" Resolved, That, desiring to avoid;discussion of past issues, or of matters 
on which it is known that the views of the brethren North and South 
are widely divergent, we will in all sincerity address ourselves to the 
task of securing for the future such co-operation as may be found practi-
cable,"without attempting at once'to adjust all differences. The com­
mittee desire to state that in making this overture the Southern Baptist 
Convention is prompted, not by any necessity of its own work or that 
of its Home Mission Board, but, believing that the time has come when 
it should enlarge its work among the colored people of the South, it en­
tertains the hope that a proper co-operation with the Home Mission So­
ciety in its work already^established would contribute to the efficiency 
of both." 

After deliberations covering a good part of two days, the Joint Com­
mittee unanimously adopted the following: 

"I. As to Schools among Colored People. 1. That tbe Home Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention appoint an advisory local committee 
at each point where a school controlled by the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society is, or shall be located, and that this committee shall ex­
ercise such authority as shall be conferred upon it from time to time by 
the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 2. That the control of the 
school shall remain in the hands of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society; but these local advisory committees shall recommend to the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society any changes in the conduct or 
in the teaching forces of these schools, including the filling of vacancies, 
with the reasons for their recommendations. 3. That the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, through its Home Mission Board, shall appeal to the 
Baptists of the South for the moral and financial support of these schools, 
and that these local committees shall encourage promising young colored 
people to attend these institutions. 4. That the joint committee recom­
mend to the respective bodies appointing them the adoption of the fore­
going section as unanimously expressing their views as to the work in the 
schools among the colored people. 

"II. As to Mission Work among the Colored People. It is unanimously 
voted by the joint committee to recommend to our respective bodies that 
the American Baptist Home Mission Society and th& Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention cooperate in the mission work 
among the colored people of the South, in connection with the Baptist 
State bodies, white and colored, in the joint appointment of general mis­
sionaries, in holding ministers' and deacons' institutes, and in the better 
organization of the missionary work of the colored Baptists. The details 
of the plan are to be left to be agreed upon by the bodies above named. 
" III. As to Territorial Limits. The committee of the American Bap­

tist H o m e Mission Society, not being instructed to consider any sub-
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ject except co-operation in labor for the colored race, respectfully refers 

to the Board of the American Baptist Home Mission Society the propo­

sition of the committee of the Southern Baptist Convention on the sub­

ject of territorial limits, and asks for its favorable consideration. 

" The following is the text of the proposition referred to : ' W e believe 

that, for the promotion of fraternal feeling and of the best interests of 

the Redeemer's kingdom, it is inexpedient for two different organizations 

of Baptists to solicit contributions or to establish missions in the same 

locality, and for this reason we recommend to the Home Mission Board 

of the Southern Baptist Convention and to the American Baptist Home 

Mission Society that, in the prosecution of their work already begun on 

contiguous fields or on the same field, all antagonisms be avoided, and 

that their officers and employees be instructed to co-operate in all prac­

ticable ways in the spirit of Christ. That we further recommend to 

these bodies and their agents, in opening new work, to direct their efforts 

to localities not already occupied by the other.' " 

By direction of the joint committee their action was furnished to the 

denominational press, and has been widely published. Everywhere there 

has been hearty approval, and earnest hopes are generally cherished that 

a brighter day has dawned upon our denominational work among the 

colored people, and in regard to friction arising and liable to arise in 

reference to territorial limits. It gives us pleasure to say that the prop­

osition agreed to at the joint meeting of the committees in regard to ter­

ritorial limits was approved unanimously both by the Board of the Home 

Mission Society and our H o m e Mission Board. W e therefore recom­

mend that the Convention approve of the conclusions reached at Fortress 

Monroe and direct our Home Mission Board to carry them into effect. 

W e also recommend that the Home Mission Society, soon to meet in 

Saratoga, N. Y., be notified of this action of the Convention. 

Respectfully submitted. 
T. T. EATON, 

H. H. HARRIS, 

T. P. BELL, 

A. J. S. THOMAS, 

B. H. CARROLL, 

0. F. GREGORY, 

W . J. NORTHEN, 

J. B. GAMBRELL, 

I. T. TICHENOR. 

The report was adopted without discussion. 
21. Brother Alfred Watson, of the Baptist Union of Great 

Britain, was introduced, bearing fraternal greetings, and 
who addressed the Convention. 

22. After devotional exercises, conducted by B. D. Gray, 
Alabama, the Convention sermon was delivered by George 

I 
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B. Eager, Alabama, from the Scripture contained in Matt* 
20:21 : "Render, therefore, unto Csesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's." 

23. The interests of the Students' Fund of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary were presented by W. H. 
Whitsitt, President of the Seminary, and a contribution 
amounting to $401 was made for that fund. 

24. The following Committees were announced : 
On the Work of the Sunday-school Board in General: W . B. Crump­

ton, Alabama; C. H. Nash, Kentucky; D. G. Whittinghill, Louisiana ; 
M. E. Broaddus, Mississippi; R. P. Johnston, Missouri; J. H. Edwards, 
North Carolina; A. C. Wilkins, South Carolina. 

On Young People's Work : J. L. White, Georgia; E. Y. Mullins, Ma­
ryland; E. E. Bomar, South Carolina; J. B. Cranfill, Texas ; J. C. Por­
ter, Florida; T. T. Eaton, Kentucky; H. C. Rosamon, Arkansas. 

25. The Committee on Religious Exercises made the an­

nouncements for the Sabbath, and then the Convention ad­
journed with prayer by W. L. Pickard, Kentucky. 

SECOND D A Y — M O R N I N G SESSION. 

WASHINGTON, D. C, May 11, 1895. 

26. The Convention reassembled at 9 o'clock and was 
called to order by the President. Prayer was offered by 
G. A. Lofton, Tennessee. 

27. The Journal was read and confirmed. 
28. G. A. Nunnelly, Tennessee, presented the following 

resolution, which, upon his own motion, was referred to a 
committee to be composed of one representative from each 

State : 
W H E R E A S , There are more than one thousand organized Baptist 

churches within the bounds of this Convention which have no houses in 
which to worship ; and 

W H E R E A S , There are hundreds of promising missionary stations with­
out shelter; and 

W H E R E A S , The possession of a suitable meeting-house is necessary to 
the greatest efficiency and permanency of the work; and 
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WHEREAS, Many of these homeless organizations, in their efforts to 
secure funds with which to build, often resort to devices and send forth 
appeals that embarrass and perplex the brethren who receive them, and 
confuse the plans of benevolence which have been adopted by the 
churches; and 

W H E R E A S , In many instances, they could by reasonable, judicious help 
in the form of gift or loan, speedily build suitable houses and thus become 
self-supporting, and be made centers of helpful influences; and 

W H E R E A S , Our State, H o m e and Foreign Boards £.re often cum­
bered and embarrassed by their efforts to assist these young and feeble 
churches in building; and 

W H E R E A S , Our observation and the experience of other denomina­
tions teach us that such help can be successfully obtained and wisely 
applied without injury to other departments of denominational work; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Convention appoint a Church Building Board, 
similar in its organization and privileges to the H o m e and the Foreign 
Mission Boards, and that the work of raising and distributing funds, by 
gift or loan, be committed to this Board, for the purpose of aiding 
churches in their efforts to build, as in the judgment of the Board may 
seem wise and expedient. 

29. The report of the Committee appointed at the 
preceding session, on the subject of Tithing, was read by 
F. M. Ellis: 

Great as has been the success of the Convention for the past fifty 
years, her discouragements and struggles have at times been such as to 
test the faith and endurance of her most faithful friends and staunchest 
leaders in the very crucible of financial embarrassments, so great at times 
as to almost paralyze the work of the Convention. These oft-repeated 
embarrassments were not caused for want of numbers nor for want of 
wealth. W e have the numerical strength, the intelligence, and the 
wealth. These oft-recurring embarrassments are evidently the natural re­
sults of our defective financial system. 

Your committee believe that full relief need not be hoped for until our 
church members individually and voluntarily adopt the scriptural sys­
tematic plan of paying to God at least one-tenth of his income. Then 
we believe the means will be available "for all the purposes of Christ's 
Kingdom." 
W e are God's stewards. W e hold what we have as a trust from him, 

to be used as he directs. W e believe the Jews were no more God's ten­
ants in Canaan than we are here in this land. 

God's claim, being supreme, is prior to any claim we have to the things 
we call our own. If God relinquishes his claim to all we have and de-
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mands but a portion of it, it is not because of any rights we may have, 
but because of his grace toward us. 

The terms of this conveyance to us are in these words: "Occupy till 
I come." The more fully we realize his claims upon us, the less will we 
insist upon our claim to what he instrusts to us. Self-surrender to Christ 
includes what we have as well as what we are. Unconsecrated wealth is 
unblessed wealth. Covetousness is coagulation. Selfishness is stagna­
tion. The manna that Israel hoarded in their vessels became offensive; 
what they laid up in God's ark kept sweet. Keeping spoils, giving pre­
serves; but "may I not do as I please with m y own?" Assuredly; but 
what is m y own? W e may not do as we please with what is our Lord's. 
Money has a twofold value; a moral as well as a commercial worth; a 
saving as well as a purchasing power. W e are responsible for its possi­
ble as well as for its actual use. " Thy pound hath gained ten pounds 
besides." 

Christian discipleship relates to the making and the using of money as 
it does to the using of other gifts. 

It is a common thing to hear such broad statements as these: "All we 
have is God's;" "'We should give till we feel it;" " W e should 
give as God prospers us," etc. This is all true; but how much should we 
give, and when and how should we give? Has God spoken to us con­
cerning these things; if so, should we not accept his word and have 
done with our poor human schemes? 

W h e n his people were about to settle in Canaan he warned them 
against forgetfulness of this : " Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God. W h e n thou hast eaten and art full and hath built goodly houses 
and dwelt therein, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that 
thou hast is multiplied, and thou say in thine heart m y power and the 
might of m y hand hath gotten m e this wealth; but thou shalt remember 
the Lord thy God, for it is he that hath given thee power to get wealth.'' 
A willing heart is a most important requisite in giving; the significance 
of the gift lies entirely in the motive which prompts it. W e have a 
beautiful illustration of free-will offerings when God commanded the 
children of Israel to bring offerings for the building of the taber­
nacle ; and the Lord spake to Moses, saying: '' Speak to the children of 
Israel, that they bring m e an offering; of every man that giveth it will­
ingly with his heart, ye shall take m y offering." " They came, both men 
and women, as many as were willing-hearted, and brought bracelets and 
ear-rings and rings and tablets, all jewels of gold, and every man that 
offered offered an offering of gold unto the Lord; and all the women that 
were wise-hearted did spin with their hands and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue and purple and of scarlet and of fine linen." So 
much more was offered than was needed that Moses commanded that no 

more should be brought. 
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WANT OF SYSTEM. 

God has not left our giving to mere caprice, to give as much or as little-

as we please, or when we "feel like it." God's Word as to giving is as 

plain as it is respecting the duty of praying. The law of the tenth was 

a fact in Eden. Like that of the Sabbath, it antedated by centuries the 

Sinaitic code. By its reannouncement at Sinai it had given to it all the 

force of a moral institution. It was no more an original part of the 

Abrahamic covenant and the Mosaic law than was the Sabbath. The 

tenth was the recognized minimum of the Jews' offering to God; the 

maximum was left to the Jews' gratitude and sense of obligation, but to 

deny the tenth to the Lord was sacrilege. 

Can a Christian be less liberal ? Is the religion of the Cross less gen­

erous than that of the altar? 

If the amount of the Christian's offering is made less specific in the 

N e w Testament than was that of the Jew in the Old Testament, it was-

because the Christian is not under law, but under grace, because he is a 

child and not a servant; but does love ask less than duty demands? 

Grace demands more than law. The tithe was God's before all else; 

then, added to this, came the higher law of the gospel, which is, give as-

you love and as you are loved. N o other condition can regulate our 

/ree-will offerings. The law of the seventh of our time for God does not 

exhaust the time we should give God, nor does a tenth of our income ex­

haust our duty to give. 

In observing closely the methods adopted by the Christian world in 

raising money for religious purposes, and also the results of these meth­

ods, we are convinced that the only way to equalize our contributions,. 

the only just plan for rich and poor alike, is by the system of tithing.. 

The observance of this law seems to have been essential to the spiritual 

and material prosperity of Israel. If it is not given to us as a positive' 

law, it is so strictly enjoined upon God's people in the Old Testament 

that we think we cannot disregard it. Our Lord alludes to tithing in 

his rebuke to the Pharisees: "These ought ye to have done," etc. (Matt. 

23: 23.) Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils he had 

captured. 

At Bethel, Jacob makes this vow : "Of all thou shalt give me I will 

surely give a tenth unto thee." (Gen. 28.) 

All the tithe of the land, of seed, of fruit, of herd, and of flock, was 

"Holy unto the Lord." " Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy 

seed that the field bringeth forth year by year, that the Lord thy God 

may bless thee in all the work of thy hand which thou doest." During 

the prosperous reign of Hezekiah he commanded that the portion of the 

priests and Levites should be given ''that they may be encouraged in 

the law of the Lord"; "and as soon as the commandment came abroad 

the children of Israel brought in abundance the first fruits of corn, wine,. 

and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the tithe ot 
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-all things brought they in abundantly."' When Hezekiah questioned 
-ithe priests Azariah said: " Since the people began to bring the offerings 

into the house of the Lord we have had enough to eat and plenty left, 

for tbe Lord hath blessed his people, and that which is left is this great 

--store." W h e n this command was obeyed with gladness, prosperity fol­

lowed. "Honor the Lord with thy substance and with the first fruits of 

all thy increase, so shall thy barns be filled with plenty and thy presses 

*hall burst out with new wine." Giving all the tithes was a condition 

of material as well as of spiritual prosperity. The tithe was paid before 

the free-will offering was acceptable. If a tenth was the smallest portion 

that was required of God's ancient people, surely more is required of us 

who live under the gospel dispensation. W h e n Israel had failed to 

bring in tithes, and instead of giving the best brought the sick and lame 

-of the flock, God entreats them, saying: "Return unto me and I will 

return unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts. Yet ye have robbed me in 
tithes and offerings." 

" Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat 

in mine house, and prove m e now herewith ; saith the Lord of Hosts, if 

I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing 

that there shall not be room to receive it. And I will rebuke the de-

vourer for your sakes and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground ; 

neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, said the 

Lord of Hosts; and all nations shall call you blessed, for ye shall be a 

delightsome land, saith the Lord of Hosts." Malachi 3: 10 to 12. 

God inteads money as a blessing to us. Alas, that selfishness 

should so often turn it into a curse. It is the unexceptional testimony of 

every Christian who has closely observed this system thai God has abund­

antly blessed and prospered him. The nine-tenths will yield far more than 

the whole, if the one-tenth is given. " H e that soweth sparingly shall 

reap sparingly. Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure 

pressed down and shaken together and running over shall men give into 

your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 

measured to you again." 

If the man of business shows his capacity by adopting the most perfect 

system for the government of his affairs, surely the Lord's people are 

inexcusable for adopting any plan for management of the great material 

affairs of his kingdom less perfect than the Bible plan. 

THE OLD AND THE N E W TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES AFFORD A PERFECT 

SYSTEM. 

Is the law of the tenth binding upon the Christian? Has the N e w 

Testament repealed this law ? Is the sense of Christian gratitude less 

ithan was that of the Jew ? Or can the duty to give more than the Jew 

gave justify us in giving less? The law of the tithe, like that of the Sab-

foath, was passed into the larger meaning of Christianity. 
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That the early Church observed the law of the tenth is evident, as it 
is that the early Christians gave more than a tenth. 

To say the tithe is Judaistic and not Christian does not meet the case-
The Christian's giving begins where the Jew left off. Unrepealed Juda­
ism is essential Christianity. W h e n Paul wrote, " Every man as he pur-
poseth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly or of necessity (i. e.t 
of compulsion), for God loveth a cheerful giver," he no more abrogated 
the law of the tithe than did Moses, when, as God's mouthpiece to 
Israel, he said, "Bring m e an offering: of every man that giveth it 
willingly, with his heart, ye shall take m y offering." These were free­
will offerings after the tenth had been given. The Jew found no 
difficulty in obeying this law, nor did the early Christians; then why 
should we refuse to make the tenth our point of departure in our 
benevolence ? 
Is it not a shame that so many Christians should substitute for the di­

vine law schemes that belittle Christian beneficence, make the Church of 
Christ a whining mendicant, and disgrace Christ's cause by such miser­
able compromises with the world as fairs, festivals, suppers, and the like? 
Let us insist upon methods approved by God's Word, and have done with 
plans of mere convenience. It is high time that we should understand that 
the manner in which we get money for Christ's cause is more important. 
than the amount we get. Tithing equalizes. It neither exempts the rich, 
whose incomes are large, nor the poor, whose incomes are small. Both 
are placed upon the same level, for the tenth of the rich is no more than 
the tenth of the poor. God thus denies to none the joy of this service. 
God will sooner or later blow upon a fortune secured by robbing him 1 
It is only as self supplants God that giving is a drudgery. Giving that 
costs little is worth little. But does the N e w Testament command us to 
give a tenth of what we receive? N o ; neither does it say how much we 
shall trust Christ! W h y should it ? Jesus puts us, as his followers, 
upon our honor. If love commands less than law, it is because it ex­
pects so much more. W e are sons and daughters of God, not slaves and 
serfs! What duty can be more plain, simple, just, and practical than 
God's law of the tenth ? All can give a tenth, no matter how poor. Is 
not this law as important now as it ever was? Consecrating wealth is 
concentrating power. If a tenth of the Jew's income and a seventh of 
his time was not too much to ask of him, is it too much to ask of the 
Christian? Is ours a lower standard than was the Jew's? Will the 
Christian excuse himself for what was robbery of God in a Jew ? The 
tenth is sacredly God's before aught is claimed for ourselves or for others. 

This is benevolence. Is paying the preacher, is paying pew-rent, be­
nevolence? No; no more than paying your doctor or your house-rent 
is benevolence. It is simply honesty. If our people would adopt God's 
law of the tenth for a few years for benevolence, they would have done 
with the present haphazard, slipshod ways of giving. Were God's plan 
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ours, there would be an end to the present shameful advertising of the 
indifference and poverty of our churches. If we would have the N e w 
Testament blessing in giving, it must have the N ew Testament conse­
cration. W h y not be as sound and scriptural in our giving as we are in 
our articles of faith ? 

Is it not amazing that we Baptists, who are so loyal to God's word, 
should be so careless as to the plain teachings of the VIII., IX., and XVI. 
chapters of I. Corinthians ? The law of the tenth makes the Lord a part­
ner with us in all our business and a partaker with us in all our incomes. 
The Scriptures make the plan of giving as plain as the plan of salva­

tion, and for our fidelity to God in this duty he holds each of us person­
ally accountable. 

W e think the law of the tenth lies at the basis of Paul's injunction to 
the Church at Corinth : 

"Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store as God hath prospered him," and let every Christian vow unto 
God as Jacob did. "And of all thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee;" and then our system of giving for gospel purposes 
will be as perfect as the law of the Lord is perfect. This plan, adopted 
in the spirit of true worship, would, we are sure, be acceptable to our 
Heavenly Father. 

All the obligations of our churches and of our boards would thus be 
met, we believe, with promptness and without embarrassment. In the 
course of a few years every destitute place in the bounds of the Conven­
tion could be occupied, and a thousand of new missionaries could be sent 
out to reinforce our active laborers on every field at home and abroad. 
Your committee believe that God will bestow his most gracious bless­

ings, both temporal and spiritual, on those who heartily and lovingly 
tithe their income for his glory. 
Your committee recommend the adoption of the Tithing System, and 

that our several State Conventions, District Associations, the Pastors, 
Churches and Missionary Societies give earnest heed and active co-oper­
ation in their efforts to educate our people in paying systematically to 
God not less than one-tenth of their income. 

Respectfully submitted. 
F. M. ELLIS, 

A. K. SEAGO, 

J. M. CARROLL, 

J. T. M. JOHNSTON, 

GEO. A. LOFTON, 

T. B. THAMES, 

B. H. CRUMPTON. 

The report was discussed by F. M. Ellis, New York; 
E.Y. Mullins, Maryland; G. A. Lofton, Tennessee; F. H. 
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Kerfoot, Kentucky; D. I. Purser, Louisiana; J. W.Jones, 

Virginia; D. B. Ray, Missouri; S. H. Ford, Missouri, and it 
was adopted, together with the following resolution, sub­

mitted by D. I. Purser, Louisiana: 

Resolved, That we request all our denominational papers to publish 

this report. 
Resolved, That the three Boards of this Convention be instructed to 

give the widest possible circulation to this report through their publica­
tions. 
Resolved, That all our pastors be requested to bring this question of 

Tithing before their churches, and as far as possible, secure the adoption 
of this plan by all our members. 

30. The following committees were announced : 

On Time and Place of Next Meeting: W. L. Pickard, Kentucky; 
R. B. Garrett, Tennessee; A. J. Dickenson, Alabama; C. W . Strick­
land, Arkansas; J. C. Porter, Florida; R. B. Headden, Georgia; T. 
Bright, North Carolina. 

On Enrollment: A. J. Holt, Tennessee; A. G. McManaway, Arkan­
sas ; W . A. Davis, Alabama; C. C. Meador, District Columbia; N. A. 
Bailey, Florida; H. R. Bernard, Georgia; E. L. Compere, Indian Ter­
ritory; J. M. Wilbur, Maryland; E. 0. Ware, Louisiana; A. V. Rowe, 
Mississippi; S. M. Brown, Missouri; C. Durham, North Carolina; C. S. 
Gardner, South Carolina; M. D. Early, Texas; A. E. Owen, Va. ; 
J. W . Warder, Kentucky. 

On Nominations: W . W . Landrum, Virginia; W . C. Cleveland, 
Alabama; J. P. Eagle, Arkansas; J J. Muir, District Columbia; Mal­
colm McGregor, Florida; A. C. Ward, Georgia; F. D. Hale, Kentucky ; 
John F. Purser, Louisiana; C. A. Fulton, Maryland; L. S. Foster, 
Mississippi; J. S. Kirtley, Missouri; W . L. Poteat, North Carolina; 
J. L. Vass, South Carolina; W . W.Woodruff, Tennessee; J. H. Luther, 
Texas. 

On Reports of Vice-Presidents of the Board: J. K. Pace, Missis­
sippi; B. F. Abbott, Georgia; R.M.Boone, Louisiana; W . C. Taylor, 
Kentucky; L. L. Henson, Maryland; C. F. D. Arnold, Missouri; W . C. 
McCall, South Carolina. 

COMMITTEES ON HOME BOARD REPORT. 

On Colored Population: A. J. S. Thomas, South Carolina; T. C. 
Schilling, Mississippi; N. B. Broughton, North Carolina ; G. A. 
Lofton, Tennessee; E. E.. King, Texas; J. C. Hopewell, Kentucky. 
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On Foreign Population: J. T. Christian, Kentucky; William Ritz-
>man, Maryland; G. W.Smith, Texas; H. W . Battle, Virginia; P. T. 
Hale, Alabama; W . A. Clark, Arkansas; A. D. Freeman, Georgia. 

On White Population: R. H. Pitt, Virginia; M. D. Jeffries, Tennes­
see ; J.G.Gibson, Georgia; W . H. Osborne, Florida; W . S. Penick, 
Louisiana; Thomas Dixon, North Carolina; W. A. Borum, Kentucky. 

On Treasurer's Report: S. M. Yeatman, District Columbia; J. T. 
Ellyson, Virginia; J. A. Hoyt, South Carolina; J. R. Edwards, Mary­
land; C. G. Jones, Kentucky; L. B. Jarman, Tennessee; John C. Lee, 
Georgia. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN BOARD REPORT. 

On Papal Fields: H. F. Sproles, Mississippi; J. A. French, Ala­
bama ; C. A. Stakely, District Columbia; W. H. Young, Georgia ; D. I. 
Purser, Lonisiana; S. J. Anderson, Texas; R. W ; Sanders, South Caro­
lina. 

On Pagan Fields: T. B.Thames, Virginia; C. L Laws, Maryland; 
G. W . Hyde, Missouri; R. D. Haymore, Tennessee; T. C. Stackhouse> 
Kentucky; J. C. Hiden, Virginia; J. W . Carter, North Carolina. 

On Financial Policy: J. J. Taylor, Alabama; F. D. Johnson, Vir­
ginia; Joshua Levering, Maryland; R. E. L. Harris, Georgia; C. A. G. 
Thomas, North Carolina; T. J. Bailey, Mississippi; L. B. Ely, Missouri. 

On Woman's Work: I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee; C. C. Brown, South 
Carolina; W . R. Maxwell, Texas; W . T, Hundley, Florida; R, G-
Patrick, Kentucky ; A. B. Woodfin, Virginia ; S. H. Greene, District 
of Columbia. 

On Resolutions of G. A. Nunnelly: G. A. Nunnelly, Tennessee; A. W . 
McGaha, Alabama; E. B. Miller, Arkansas; G. J. Johnson, Florida; B. 
F. Riley, Georgia; E. V. Baldy, Kentucky; E. O. Ware, Louisiana; Z. 
T. Webster,- Mississippi; T. C. Carlton, Missouri; W . H. Edmonds, 
Maryland; R. Van Deventer, North Carolina; J. H. Wideman, South 
Carolina; H. W . Tribble, Tennessee; J. M. Carroll, Texas; Jno. R. Bag­
by, Virginia; G. C. Smith, District of Columbia. 

31. W. B. Crumpton, Alabama, from the Committee, 

presented the following report of the Committee on 

THE WORK OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD. 

Your committee respectfully submit the following as their report: 
The Convention has abundant reason to thank God and take courage, 

seeing that all of its Boards have been enabled to make favorable reports 

•cf their work this year. 
The Sunday-school Board, the youngest of them all, has made a report 

•which is a surprise to the most sanguine among us. 



26 S O U T H E R N BAPTIST C O N V E N T I O N . 

W h o that has known the financial condition of the whole country has 
dared to hope for a profitable increase in the business of the Board this 
year? 

With no contributions from any source to depend upon, but relying 
solely upon its own business, the gratifying report is made: " All bills 
paid and a cash balance in the treasury "; and that after paying out for 
benevolent purposes more than five thousand dollars. The report adds 
further: "The circulation of our periodicals has continued to increase 
until now they are numbered by the millions each year." 

W e are impressed with three things from this report: 
1. The splendid business management of the Board is shown in the 

results of the year's work. 
2. The possibility of the Board's becoming a great missionary power in 

the work of the Convention. 
3. The confidence of the denomination in the Board and its work as 

shown by the increased patronage. 
The Board is yet in its infancy and the patronage of Southern schools 

has been divided. As the years go on and the literature is made more 
and more effective, may we not reasonably hope that its merit will win 
for it a place in every Baptist Sunday-school in the South ? 

The work of benevolence done by the Board deserves more than a 
passing notice. Besides giving one thousand dollars on the Foreign. 
Board's debt, it has given timely aid to some of the States in this mission 
work, and has contributed Bibles and Sunday-school literature to the 
poor whenever application for such aid has been made. Thus the Board 
is commending itself to our chuiches and Sunday-schools, not only be­
cause of the splendid series of periodicals it is furnishing, but because of 
the further fact that all profits arising from the sale of its literature go 
to make the series better and to help in the cause of missions in our 
Southern Zion. 

The interests of this department of the Convention's work are of tew> 
much importance to be risked without some provision being made for 
emergencies that may arise, and for " the public demands of the future," 
hence, we commend the wise precaution of the Board in its determina­
tion "to lay aside a part of its present and future profits as a Reserve 
Fund." 
The periodicals published seem to be sufficiently numerous to meet all. 

the requirements of our Sunday-schools, and from an examination of the-
prices at which they are sold, we believe they are cheap enough. 

The aim of all our religious teaching is, under the Spirit's blessing, to-
make people Christian in heart and life, and then to make them Bap­
tists in doctrine and missionaries in practice as well as in spirit. W e -
believe that an examination of the publications of this Board will reveal 
the presence of these three ideas most prominently all the time in ther 
minds of the writers. 
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Kind Words, the Sunday-school paper of the Convention, should visit 
the home of every Baptist where there are children. Pastors should en­
courage its circulation. The value of the missionary intelligence it is 
disseminating among the young cannot be estimated. 

To know the missionaries by name, the fields where they are laboring, 
and the work they are doing is information of the most valuable kind. 
The possession of these facts by the children will be most fruitful of re­
sults to our churches in the coming years. 

The last Convention intrusted the inauguration and management of 
the Sunday-School Missionary Day to the Sunday-school Board. The 
results have proven the wisdom of that course. With the aid of the con­
secrated women comprising the Missionary Union at Baltimore and the 
Central Committees in the States, the Board distributed literature on the 
subject, and the results in money are about $5,800 for the two Missionary 

Boards. 
By this slight effort, enough money was gathered to support on the 

foreign field more than a dozen new missionaries, or if it was used on the 
home field it would probably partially support three times^that number. 
This does not by any means show all that the Sunday-schools are giving 
for missions, for there are thousands of schools which have their regular 
times for giving to this cause, and we believe they should be encouraged 

in these regular collections. 
The young people of the churches are astir and taking an interest in 

Christ's cause as never before known, perhaps, in the history of Chris­

tianity. To wisely direct these young disciples calls for the most conse­

crated wisdom of the churches and pastors. 
The Convention can help in this most difficult work by providing the 

literature suited to the wants of the young people. W e , therefore, recom­
mend the continued publication of the Young People's Leader. 

As to the enlargement of the publication department, we think it best 
to leave the Board free to exercise its best judgment in the matter—ex­
cept always, it should be understood that the Convention must not be 

involved in debt. J- B. C R U M P T O N . 
R. P. JOHNSTON. 

D. G. WHITTINGHILL. 

The report was adopted. 
32. J. L. White, Georgia, presented the following, which 

was adopted without discussion, as the report of the com­

mittee on 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK. 

We wish to reaffirm our faith in the usefulness of rightly managed 

young people's societies. W e are glad to know that since our last Con­
vention, interest in work for young people has increased, as indicated by 
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y 

many societies having been organized in the churches, also several State 

conventions formed and many institutes for young people held. 
The movement should be encouraged and properly directed by our 

pastors and brethren of large experience. To our pastors in particular 

we must look for the assurance that our ardent hopes in this great work 
ŝhall be realized. In these societies we hope to see our young people 

greatly aided in the development of Christian character and activity in 
•church work, trained in Bible doctrine, denominational history and mis­
sions. 

W e recommend the following : 
First, That our churches organize young people's societies for the pur­

pose expressed above, strictly under the control of the churches. 
• Second, That our pastors and churches hold these societies in closest 

\ sympathy with the work of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
\ Third, That our Sunday-school Board be requested to supply such 

literature as in their judgment may be helpful to carry out the purposes 
above indicated. 

--' 33. The Committee, continued from the preceding yeai 

on the 

BASIS OF REPRESENTATION 

made, through E. E. Folk, Tennessee, the following report: 

After full and thorough consideration, your committee has found itself 
unable to come to any unanimous agreement as to a change in the basis 
of representation, and therefore recommend that for the present, the basis 
shall remain as it is now, and request that the committee be discharged. 

E D G A R E. F O L K , L A N S I N G BUKROW.S, 

J. W. WARDER, W. A. CLARK, 

H. F. SPROLES, E. J. FORRESTER, 

GEO. COOPER, E. Y. MULLINS. 

L. B. ELY, 

34. D. W. Gwin, Georgia, presented the following reso­

lution, which was referred to the Foreign Mission Board : 

Resolved, That we regard as eminently important and desirable the 
establishment of a representative Baptist Mission in Palestine, with head­
quarters at Jerusalem; and that we gratefully recognize the indications 
of Providence, pointing in various ways to the founding of such a mis­

sion ; and that we commend this work to the consideration of our Bap­
tist brotherhood, and of our Foreign Mission Board. 

35. The report of the Treasurer of the Convention was 

received and ordered to be printed. It is Appendix D. 
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36. George W . Norton, Kentucky, was re-elected Treas­

urer of the Convention. 

37. William P. Harvey, Kentucky, was re-elected Audi­

tor of the Convention. 

38. The Treasurer of the Convention was directed to 

remit to the Treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board the 

amount in his hands received from the estate of the late 

Berry League of South Carolina. 

39. J. B. Gambrell, Georgia, presented the following 

resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed, three of w h o m shall 
be the Secretaries of the Boards of this Convention, the duty of which 
shall be to hold a meeting as early as practicable, at some suitable point 
to consider, in connection with the Secretaries of the State Boards, how 
we may better reach the masses of Southern Baptists, and bring them 
to more thoroughly co-operate in the work of the Convention ; and that 
the expense of the committee be divided between the Boards. 

After discussion by J. B. Gambrell, Georgia; J. B. 

Hawthorne, Georgia; S. M. Brown, Missouri, it was adopted. 

40. J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the committee just ordered be instructed to arrange 
for an early consolidation of the "Foreign Mission Journal" and the 
"Home Field." 

After discussion by J. A. French, Alabama; D. M. 

Ramsey, South Carolina ; J. W . Jones, Virginia; W . W . 

Landrum, Virginia, it was adopted. 

41. The hour for the special order having arrived, after 

devotional exercises conducted by T. S. Dunaway, D.D., 

the Semi-centennial sermon, appointed to be preached at 

this session, was delivered by W . H. Whitsitt, Kentucky. 

42. At its conclusion the following resolution was of­

fered by J. A. Hoyt, South Carolina, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretaries be desired to request from Professor 
W . H. Whitsitt a copy of the historical sermon delivered at this session 
for publication in the Proceedings. 

43. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 

J. B. Hawthorne, Georgia. 
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SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION. 

44. The Convention reassembled at 8 o'clock. J. W. 

McCollum, of Japan, led in prayer. 

45. The following telegram was read: 

FORT W O R T H , TEX., May 11, 1895. 

God be praised for indorsement of the Fortress Monroe Conference: 
" The morning light is breaking." Scire facias. 

A. R. GRIGGS, 

Colored General State Missionary. 

46. W\ A. Fentress, Virginia, presented the following, 
which were adopted: 

Resolved 1. It is the sense of the Southern Baptist Convention that 
too little attention is being paid in our Sunday-schools to the inculcation 
of Baptist doctrines and history. 

2. That the pastors of our churches and teachers in our Sunday-schools 
are earnestly urged to address themselves to this matter, to the end that 
the danger growing out of lack of knowledge may be averted. 
3. That the Sunday School Board of this Convention be, and is hereby 

requested, to consider the questions herein involved, and, if possible, to 
devise some means of changing present conditions in this respect, either 
through the agency of the International Sunday School Lessons, or by 
some other means which they may consider more advisable. 

4. That these resolutions be referred to a committee to consist of five 
members, to be named by the chair, which shall report the same to a 
subsequent session of the Convention now being held. 

47. H. F. Sproles, Mississippi, from the Committee, pre­
sented the report on 

PAPAL FIELDS. 

Reports from our missionaries in these fields reveal several facts inter­
esting and instructive. 
In Italy the work remains difficult, because of special opposition from 

the clergy, and because of disappointment with reference to a few native 
evangelists. Yet under the supervision of a devout, wise, and earnest 
leadership there has been substantial progress, not so largely in bringing 
men to accept the Christ, as in training the membership in the practice 
of universal obedience and holiness. 
Our brethren in Brazil have had special and continued trials, yet the 

blessing of God has crowned with large success the self-sacrificing toil 
of our missionaries. The organization of six churches into an associa-
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tion marks a new era in the establishment and extension of the kingdom 
•of our adorable Redeemer in that land. Great good has been done 
through the Brazilian Baptist press. Our brethren should have the help 
needed and asked to make it self-sustaining and a greater power for good. 

In Mexico the outlook in all our missions is encouraging. The Ma­
dero and Zaragoza Institutes are doing good work. T w o of the boys 
have yielded to God's call to the ministry, and have had some experi­
ence in preaching. 

With reference to all these fields, it should be emphasized that the 
ehurches are becoming self supporting and evangelizing bodies. It is a 
great work to teach the natives to know Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord; they should also be trained to do all that he has commanded. In 
Italy two new stations have been established, one of which pays its own 
evangelist and provides for its own expenses. Several of the churches 
support out stations. In Rio Janeiro the church and friends gave $1,500 
towards building their chapel. The church in Saltillo, Mexico, has 
called and will support a native pastor. Several other churches in that 
country have become independent of foreign help. Our brethren in 
these papai fields seem determined to make their churches self-support-
ingand missionary bodies. 
The missionaries call for other laborers. M e n and women are willing 

and even pleased to go. Let us give our Board the money for their 

support. 
H. F. SPROLES, 

J. A. FRENCH, 

C. A. STAKELY, 

W. H. YOUNG, 

D. I. PURSER, 

S. J. ANDERSON, 

R. W. SANDERS. 

The report was discussed by J. C. Hiden, Virginia; 
J. B. Cranfill, Texas; W. L. Pickard, Kentucky; H. H. 
Harris, Virginia; H. P. McCormick, Mexico, and the re­

port was adopted. 
48. T. B. Thames, Virginia, from the committee, pre­

sented the report on 

P A G A N FIELDS. 

Your committee, to w h o m was referred so much of the Foreign Mis­

sion report as related to pagan fields, submit the following: 
In the Japan mission, founded in 1889, there are six missionaries, one 

church, eight out-stations, and forty church members, with nine baptisms, 

and a contribution of $20.74 for the last year. The work so auspiciously 
begun on this field has been prosecuted with great satisfaction. Atten-
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tion is called by our missionaries to the fact that under the new treaty-
relations formed between England and Japan, and between America and 
Japan, many difficulties in the way of successful work have been re­
moved, and that hereafter English and American subjects will be ac­
corded nearly all the privileges in the way of passes and transportation 
enjoyed by the natives themselves, with the added advantage of the re­
moval of prejudice and opposition against English and American citi­
zens. Brother McCollum and wife are at home enjoying a well-earned: 
and merited vacation. M a n y conventions and churches have enjoyed 
his inspiriting presence and her wise and cheering words. As soon as 
possible he will return to his chosen field of labor. 

In the African mission, founded in 1850, there are four churches, seven 
missionaries, and two hundred and thirty-nine church members, with< 
sixty-seven baptisms, and a contribution of $214.45 for the last year. It 
is a painful task to record the death of our Brother and Sister New­
ton, from this mission. Both of them were wise and true servants of their 
Lord, and wrought with efficiency and success. Their places remain 
unfilled and call eloquently and urgently for some one to take up their 
unfinished work. Our missionaries in Africa plead earnestly for an addi­
tion to their ranks of at least two missionary families. It is earnestly 
hoped that the board will soon see its way clear to answer these calls and; 
have these vacant places filled. 

In the China mission, founded in 1860, there are sixteen churches,. 
fifty out-stations, forty-one missionaries, and 1,131 church members, with 
118 baptisms, and a contribution of $2,010.40 for the last year. Special; 
attention is called to the fact that under the articles of peace between 
China and Japan, other great cities and ports are to be thrown open to 
the commerce of the nations, thus Opening more freely newer and larger 
fields for missionary endeavor. It is trusted that our enlargement of 
missionary forces, shall be commensurate- with the enlarged opportunity. 

In the matter of co-operation among American Baptists in securing 
a revision of the Chinese Bible, your committee recommends the adoption 
of the following resolutions : 

W H E R E A S , At the General Conference of Missionaries held at Shanghai1 

in 1890, the subject of Bible translation being under consideration, it was-
" Resolved, That the Executive Commiattee ask in the name of this-

Conference the concurrence and financial help of the Bible Societies of 
Great Britain and America in carrying forward the work, and that when 
completed it be the common property of the societies which have given 
their patronage to the work, each having the right to prohibit such edi­
tions as it may choose, and with such terms for God, Spirit and Baptism^ 
as may be called for; and also to add explanatory readings, page, chap­
ter, and sectional headings, map&, and. such other accessories as it may 
deem expedient;" and 

W H E R E A S , Our own missionaries- North and South entered into this-
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arrangement, and since then have been co-operating in the work, being 
represented both on general committees of direction and special commit­
tees of translation, such material as we had being utilized by them; and 

W H E R E A S , The time is drawing near when a movement must be be­
gun to gather funds needed for such an edition as we require ; and 

W H E R E A S , The American Baptist Publication Society has signified 
its willingness to undertake this work, with the understanding that all 

parties concerned be allowed equal privileges in the purchase of Bibles; 
therefore, be it 
Resolved, With the co-operation of the American Baptist Missionary 

Union, that the work be committed to the American Baptist Publication 
Society, upon the conditions mentioned above. 

Resolved further, That in case other steps are necessary to be taken in 
the matter, the Foreign Mission Board be allowed full power to act in 

their judgment and wisdom. 
In conclusion, your Committee ventures to raise the question as to 

whether the appropriations to the work of pagan fields are not dispropor-
tionally small, when compared to the more generous sums expended 
upon papal fields. Those of the latter for the last year exceeding the 
former by some twenty-five thousand dollars. 

(Signed) T. B. T H A M E S , 

C. L. LAWS, 

G. W. HYDE, 

R. D. HAYMORE, 

T. C. STACKHOUSE, 
J. C. HlDEN, 
J. W. CARTER. 

The report was spoken to by T. B. Thames, Virginia; J. 
W . McCollom, Japan, and R. J. Willingham, Virginia, 
and a subscription was made for the support of one of 
the Brazilian stations, amounting to $209.46. 

49. The Convention then adjourned with the benediction 

by R. J. Willingham, Virginia. 

THIRD DAY—THE SABBATH. 

Various churches in the city of Washington and its 
vicinity were supplied by brethren in attendance upon the 

Convention. 
50. In the afternoon a memorial meeting was held in 

the meeting-house of, the First Baptist Church in view of 


