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CONSTITUTION. 

W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other 
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of 
the United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, 
Georgia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent 
intentions of our constituents by organizing a plan of eliciting, 
combining and directing the energies of the whole denomination 
in one sacred effort for the propagation of the gospel, agree to the 
following rules of fundamental principles: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

A R T . II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this • 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benevo­
lence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights 
of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of one 
delegate for every $250 actuaUy paid into the treasuries of the 
Boards during the fiscal year, ending the 30th day of April next 
preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one representa­
tive from each of the District Associations which co-operate with 
this Convention, provided that such representative be formally 
elected at the annual meeting of his District Association and his 
election certified to the Secretaries of the Convention, either in 
writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting, 
and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers of the 
Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the 
several Boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary 
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro­
mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other members" 
seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall form 
a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that any of 
the Boards may have the same person to fill the two positions of 
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board shan i 
committed, during the recess of the Convention, the entire m 
agement of all the affairs relating to the objects with whoo7^n~ terest it shall be charged; all of which management shall vZ *?" oe in, 
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strict accordance with the constitutional provisions adopted by 
this Convention, and such other instructions as m a y be given 
from time to time. Each Board shall have power to make such 
compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it may think 
right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, and enact its 
own By-laws. 

A R T . VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts 
and disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention 
whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as 
required. H e shall also, on entering upon the duties of his office, 
give competent security to the President of the Board for all the 
stock and funds committed to his care. His books shall be open 
at all times to the inspection of any member of the Convention 
and of its Board. N o moneys shall be paid out of any of the 
treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board from 
whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order shall be 
signed by the presiding officer. 

A R T . VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies m a y re­
quire. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if 
any, shall be kept by them on file. 

A R T . VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

A R T . IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap­
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be 
members of some regular church in union with the churches com­
posing this Convention. 

A R T . X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­
selves. 

A R T . X L The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifi­
cation is made the Convention will make the appropriation at its 
own discretion. 

A R T . XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the ap­
probation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to form a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or, in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-Presidents of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, poptpone or alter the place of 
meeting of the Convention, when it m a y be deemed by him inex­
pedient to convene at the time or place appointed. A R T . XIII. A n y alterations which experience shall dictate may be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to en­
deavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, combine 
and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred 
effort for the propagation of the gospel, we adopt the following 
By-laws: 
1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 

closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such exist, 
in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other cases to-
secure such agency as each of the Boards m a y deem best, in both 
cases providing for the necessary expenses incurred. 
2. That tbe Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in­

structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to 
their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and otherwise, 
as m a y be found expedient among the mass of the people. 
3. That the Committee on the Nomination of N e w Boards be-

instructed to nominate, as Vice-Presidents of Boards, m e n known 
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their 
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary, 
men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Convention. 
These Vice-Presidents shall be expected to co-operate with the 
Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be-
done, and they also shall be expected to present at the next session 
of the Convention a brief report in writing of what they had been 
requested to do, and of the way in which they have complied with 
these requests, with any suggestions they m a y have to offer as to-
the condition and needs of their respective fields. It shall be the 
duty of each Secretary, in due time, to furnish the Vice-President 
of his Board with suitable blanks for such reports, and to call 
their attention to this article, and to make any proper effort to-
secure the due preparation of these reports. In case any Vice-
President appointed is unable or unwilling to comply with the 
requests herein mentioned, it shall be the duty of the Board, if" 
possible to find some person who can, and request him to do so; 
and furthermore, the Vice-President for each State shall be de­
sired, as speedily as possible, to prepare a roll of the associations, 
churches, and Sunday-schools in that State, to be used for the dis­
tribution of information, and to ascertain as far as possible which 
of the churches and Sunday-schools are contributing to the funds 
of the Board and the annual amounts, and to make systematic-
effort each year to increase the number and amount of such 
contributions. 
4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention 

what special efforts they have been able to make toward carrying" 
out the object of these By-laws. 
5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards 

each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to w h o m shall 
be referred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying out 
of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice-Presidents. 6. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con­vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary if there be no objection, m a y be instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention. 7. Applause upon the floor of the Convention is out of order and it shall be the duty of the presiding officer promptly to suppress1 all such demonstration. ^ 8. These By-laws m a y be altered at any time by a rnaioritar vote except on the last day of the Convention. J ^ 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., May 8, 1896. 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in its 
forty-first session, in the meeting-house of the First Bap­
tist Church, and at 10 A. M. was called to order by Jona­
than Haralson, Alabama, the President of the previous 
Convention. 

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by S. H. Ford, 
Missouri, consisting of the singing of the hymn, " Awake, 
my soul, stretch every nerve," the reading of the 84th 
Psalm, and prayer. 

3. The roll of representatives was called, and the 
names of the members were enrolled as they appear at the 
close of this journal. 
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4. Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, having been nominated 

to be President of the Convention, on motion of F. H. 

Kerfoot, Kentucky, the vote of the Convention was cast 

for him by one of the Secretaries, and he was chosen Pres­

ident, and so assumed the chair. 

5. The following were appointed as a Committee on 

Order of Business : H. H. Harris, Kentucky ; I. T. Tiche­

nor, Georgia; R. J. Willingham, Virginia ; J. M. Frost, 

Tennessee. 

6. Various brethren having been nominated to be Vice-

Presidents, the following were appointed tellers to ascertain 

the choice of the Convention : F. O. S. Curtis, South Caro­

lina ; W . E. Robertson, Maryland ; E. P. Jones, Virginia; 

W . S. Rogers, Florida; C. S. Blackwell, North Carolina. 

7. On motion of T. H. Ellett, Virginia, it«was 

Ordered, That the four brethren receiving the largest number of votes 
be declared elected. 

8. On motion of G. A. Nunnally, Georgia, the ballot of 

the Convention was cast by F. H. Kerfoot, Kentucky, for 

Lansing Burrows, Georgia, and Oliver F. Gregory, Mary­

land, to be Secretaries of the Convention. 

9. The President introduced the Hon. G. \V. Ochs, 

Mayor of the city, who spoke words of welcome on the part 

of the city of Chattanooga, and R. B. Garrett, the pastor 

of the church in which the Convention was held, on the 

part of the Baptists of the city. To these addresses re­

sponse on the part of the Convention was made by W . W . 

Landrum, Virginia. 

10. H. H. Harris, Kentucky, from the Committee on 

Order of Business, reported the recommendation of the 

hours of meeting to be from 9 A. M. to 12 noon • from 

2 : 30 to 4 : 30 P. M., and from 7 : 30 P. M. to the pleasure 

of the Convention ; also outlining the order of business 

for Friday and Saturday; and also recommending : 
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1. That when any item of business provided for in this report shall 
"be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted to it, the Presi­
dent shall at once call the item next in order. 

2. That this order of business may be suspended at any time by a 
majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any other ques­
tion coming before the Convention, except amendments to its Constitu­
tion, shall be decided by a like vote. 

11. The Convention then adjourned after prayer by 
G. A. Lofton, Tennessee. 

FIRST D A Y — A F T E R N O O N SESSION. 

12. The Convention reassembled at 2:30 P. M., and was 
led in prayer by W. B. Carter, Alabama. 

13. The tellers reported the election of the following 
brethren as Vice-Presidents of the Convention: 

J O S H U A L E V E R I N G , Maryland. 

F. H. K E R F O O T , Kentucky. 

S. H. F O R D , Missouri. 

W . J. N O R T H E N , Georgia. 

14. A number of visiting brethren were introduced and 
briefly addressed the Convention. 

15. A n abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission 
Board was presented by R. J. Willingham, Virginia, its 
Corresponding Secretary, and the report was ordered to be 
referred to Committees on Pagan Fields, Papal Fields, 
The Mission Journal, and Finances and Emergency of the 
Board. 

16. A n abstract of the report of the Ho m e Mission 
Board was presented by the Corresponding Secretary, I. T. 
Tichenor, Georgia, and the report was ordered to be re­
ferred to Committees on Work among Colored People, 
Foreign Populations, and White People, Women's Work, 

and Treasurer's Report. 
17. A n abstract of the report of the Sunday-school 
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Board was read by its Corresponding Secretary, J. M . 
Frost, Tennessee, and the report was ordered to be referred 
to Committees on Business and Finance and the Work of 

the Board as an Educational Force. 
18. The President announced the following Committees: 

I. ON REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 

Pagan Fields: J. S. Kirtley, Missouri; C. L. Seasholes, Texas; T. J, 
Shipman, Georgia; Z. T. Cody, Kentucky; G. F. Bagby, Virginia; 
D. G. "Whittinghill, Louisiana; T. Bright, North Carolina. 

Papal Fields : P. T. Hale, Alabama ; C. C. Meador, District of Co­
lumbia ; T. S. Potts, Tennessee ; O. L. Hailey, Arkansas; A. C. Os-
born, South Carolina; W . Khodes, Maryland; A. P. Pugh, Florida. 

" The Mission Journal": E. J. Forrester, South Carolina; T. B. 
Thames, Virginia; B. F. Riley, Georgia; S. M. Yeatman, District of 
Columbia ; C. G. Jones, Kentucky; G. W . Hartsfield, Louisiana ; B. P. 
Johnston, Missouri. 

Finances: F. H. Kerfoot, Kentucky; C. B. Willingham, Georgia; 
Geo. W . Truett, Texas; Joshua Levering, Maryland; N. B. Broughton, 
North Carolina; J. P. Eagle, Arkansas ; W . W . Woodruff. Tennessee. 

II. ON REPORT OF HOME MISSION BOARD. 

Work among Colored People: J. W . Perry, South Carolina; C. H. 
Nash, Florida ; R. D. Haymore, Tennessee; G. W . Given, Texas; R. M, 
Boone, Louisiana; Z. D. Roby, Alabama; M. J. Breaker, Missouri. 

Work among Foreign Populations: W. H. Felix, Kentucky; J. H. 
Foster, Alabama; W . A. Clark, Arkansas; R. L.Lee, Maryland; J. H, 
Wright, Tennessee; J. S. Hardaway, North Carolina; B. F. Chamber­
lain, Missouri. 

Work among White Population : A. G. McManaway, Arkansas- W, 
S. Rodgers, Florida; E. E. Bomar, South Carolina; W . Y. Quisenberry, 
Tennessee; Alex. Marchand, Texas; E. B. Pollard, Virginia; J. C, 
Stratford, Alabama. 

Women's Work: J. B. Cranfill, Texas; J. S. Dill, Virginia; C. L. 
Laws, District of Columbia; Malcolm MacGregor, Georgia; John F, 
Purser, Louisiana; E. H. Swem, District of Columbia'; W . E. Thayer, 
South Carolina. 

19. The Convention then, on motion of J. "W. Jones 
Virginia, adjourned, after prayer by G. W . Given, Texas, 
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FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION. 

20. The Convention met at 7.30 p. M., Joshua Levering, 
one of the Vice-Presidents, presiding. 

21. A cablegram from a number of brethren traveling 
abroad, was received from Lucerne, Switzerland, reading 
" I. Thessalonians 3 : 11, 12." 

22. After devotional exercises, conducted by George 
Cooper, Virginia, the Convention sermon was preached 
by Charles A. Stakely, District of Columbia, from the 
Scripture contained in Mark 12: 28-30, on the theme, 
" The Theology of the Saviour." 

23. The Convention adjourned with the benediction by 
H. W . Dodge, Texas. 

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., May 9, 1896. 

24. The Convention reassembled at 9 o'clock, and was 
called to order by Jonathan Haralson, the President; 
prayer was offered by J. B. Taylor, Virginia. 

25. The journal was read and confirmed. 
26. The report of the Treasurer of the Convention was 

presented, read, and ordered to be printed. It is Appen­
dix D. 

27. G E O R G E W. N O R T O N , Kentucky, was re-elected 
Treasurer of the Convention. 

28. William P. Harvey, Kentucky, was re-elected Au­
ditor of the Convention. 

29. The following Committees were announced : 

On Treasurer's Report, Home Board: I. N. Ellis, Mississippi; D. B. 
Plumb, Georgia; W . S. Splawn, Texas; J. P. Parker, Tennessee; S. M. 
Provence, Florida ; J. M. Green, Indian Territory; T. R. Corr, South 
Carolina. 
On Time and Place of Next Meeting : W m . Ellyson, Virginia ; W . B.. 
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Oliver, North Carolina; J. D. Jordan, Arkansas; S. A. Hayden, Texas; 
W . C. McCall, South Carolina; M. B. Pilcher, Tennessee; J. H. 
Curry, Alabama ; S. M. Yeatman, District of Columbia. 
On Enrollment: A. J. S. Thomas, South Carolina; J. E. White, 

North Carolina; E. E. Blount, Maryland; J. T. Ellyson, Virginia; 
J. G. Gibson, Georgia; N. A. Bailey, Florida; W . C. Bledsoe, Ala­
bama ; A. V. Rowe, Mississippi; S. M. Brown, Missouri; J. W. War­
der, Kentucky; A. J. Holt, Texas; E. O. Ware, Louisiana; W . A. 
Clark, Arkansas ; J. M. Carroll, Texas. 
On Nominations; R. H. Pitt, Virginia; Howard W . Smith, Maryland; 

C. A, Stakely, District Columbia; A. M. Sims, North Carolina; D. W . 
Key, South Carolina; W . H. Smith, Georgia; W , T. Hundley, Florida ; 
A. J. Dickenson, Alabama; R. A. Venable, Mississippi; N. R. Pittman, 
Missouri; C. H. Nash, Kentucky; G. A. Lofton, Tennessee; C. W . 
Tomkies, Louisiana; A. B. Miller, Texas. 
On Reports of Vice-Presidents: C. H. Winston, Virginia; R. G. Pat­

rick, Alabama; T. S. Mell, Georgia; I. P. Trotter, Kentucky; R. W . 
Sanders, South Carolina ; S. F. Conrad, North Carolina; W . M. Den­
ton, Missouri. 
On Business and Finance, Sunday-school Board: F. C. McConnell, Vir­

ginia; J. C. Armstrong, Missouri; T. J. Humphries, Kentucky; J. K. 
Pace, Mississippi; A. D. Freeman, Georgia; R. R. Acree, Tennessee; 
C. S. Gardner, South Carolina. 
The Sunday-school Work as an Educational Force: J. R. Sampey, 

Kentucky; M. D. Early, Texas; J. A. French, Alabama; H. A. Brown, 
North Carolina; E. Millar, Louisiana; W. F. Holtzman, District of Co­
lumbia; J. W . Gillen. Florida. 

On Young People's Work: Henry McDonald, Georgia; J. W , Carter, 
North Carolina; L. O. Dawson, Alabama; W . W . Landrum, Virginia; 
W. L. Pickard, Kentucky; A. II. Boone, Tennessee; E. E.King, Texas. 

30. J. B. Gambrell, Georgia, from the committee ap­

pointed at the preceding session, presented the following re­
port on 

METHODS OF WORK AND MISSION JOURNALS. 

Your committee appointed a year ago "to consider in connection with 
the secretaries of the State Boards how we may better reach the masses 
of Southern Baptists and bring them to more thoroughly co-operate in 
the work of the Convention " submit the following report: 
The matter of consolidating the Foreign Mission Journal and the 

Home Field having been referred to this committee, with instructions " to 
arrange for an early consolidation " of the two, was taken up at our 
first meeting, which occurred in June, in the city of Atlanta. The ques­
tion was not without difliculty, and was referred to a sub-committee 
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which, at a later date, effected the consolidation in a manner already 
made known to the denomination. 

T w o days were given, with the committee and State secretaries all 
present or represented, to a painstaking consideration of the situation. 
The discussions were earnest, free and informing. 
Your committee bring to the notice of the Convention some facts 

which deserve, in our judgment, thought. 
1. Our people have been for more than one hundred years mainly a* 

rural people. Their circumstances have been favorable to the reception 
of the simple faith of the N e w Testament; but not favorable to a large 
measure of culture. At the first, our churches were simply pleaching-
•places, because the settlements were sparse, and the need of evangelistic 
work great. What was necessary at the beginning has continued long 
after circumstances have changed. 

2. It has been the custom with Southern Baptists to greatly magnify 
Baptist independence—a most wholesome doctrine for those who use it 
well—but little emphasis has been put upon the correlative of freedom; the-
responsibility to use it for edification. Our liberty has in many places 
degenerated into captiousness, pugnaciousness, disorder, and weakness. 
Great bodies of Baptists refuse to co-operate with their brethren for no 
other reason than that there is no one to make them do itj 

3. It is painfully evident that our great want is training. Numbers 
is only one element of strength; is not even that apart from training. 
It may be an element of weakness. Southern Baptists have put more 
emphasis on numbers than on training. The result is, churches and 
members have multiplied far more rapidly than trained leaders. Our 
work in ministerial education in the colleges and the seminary has not 
kept pace with the needs of the denomination. A great majority of our 
worthy preachers have had no help in the way of special training for 
their work. The result is, that with cities springing up everywhere, we 
are still pursuing pioneer methods of work, or more accurately speaking, 
the lack of methods, which marked the simple beginnings of our Baptist 

Zion in the new country. 
4. This condition of things, it is clear, is fatal to progress. Already 

we have exploited our enterprises somewhat beyond our development-
There can be no progress without enlarging the conceptions of our peo­

ple, and that means training. 
Your committee, in view of this situation, make the following 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1. That great stress be put upon the training of Baptist young people 
in practical Christian work, in the Sunday-schools, and especially in 
young people's unions in all the churches, organized and conducted with 
a view to developing a future membership intelligent, active, and tactful 
2. That through the colleges, ministers' institutes, and all other means-,. 



1 8 S O U T H E R N BAPTIST C O N V E N T I O N . 

suitable to the varying conditions of our people, and with persistent 
-effort we seek to reach the pastors, and especially the future pastors of 
the churches, and help them to a better equipment for their work. Not 
Another young man called of God to preach should fail of preparation. 

3. W e suggest that all our schools, male, female, and mixed, be made 
centers of intelligent Christian activity, and that young men, not min­
isters, and young ladies should be trained to practical leadership in their 

-churches. 
4. W e suggest that the Baptist press of the South be requested to use 

all diligence to promote the co-operation of the brotherhood in work, es­
pecially by emphasizing the dignity, practicability, and great responsi­
bility of N e w Testament liberty. 

5. W e suggest that there be constant efforts made to bring all our 
people to systematic giving, with a sharp emphasis on giving. 

6. W e suggest that the General and the State Boards work together 
in closest co-operation, and that it be borne in mind thatin times of emer­
gency extraordinary efforts are necessary. At such time the freest ac­
cess to the States should be accorded the general secretaries to take ex­
traordinary collections. 
Your committee feel sure that no methods will work immediate and 

great changes; but we are here to live throughout our generation, and 
success must come by a readjustment of our methods to meet our present 
-environment. 

The report was discussed by J. B. Gambrell, Georgia; 
G. A. Lofton, Tennessee; N. B. Goforth, Tennessee; and 
Ihe report was adopted. 

31. The Committee appointed at the preceding session 
upon " Baptist Doctrines in our Sunday-schools" having 
been twice called upon for report, the matter was dismissed. 

32. H. H. Harris, Kentucky, presented the report of 
•the Committee on Order of Business for the remainder of 
the session, and it was adopted. 

33. The following resolution, presented by J. S. Cole­
man, Kentucky, was adopted : 

W H E R E A S , There is a newly awakened interest among the constitu­
ency of this body, as it relates to the teacherrs and teachings in the South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary ; therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State composing this 
Convention be appointed, whose duty it shall be to report back to this 
body, during its present session, what relations exist between the Semi­
nary and this Convention, and what control, if any, the latter has as it 
.relates to the teachers and the teachings of the former. 
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34. Brethren H. H. Hickman and D. B. Plumb, present 
at the organization of the Convention, were introduced; 
also Prof. H. P. Judson of the University of Chicago ; 
each of whom briefly addressed the body. 

35. F. H. Kerfoot, Kentucky, presented the following 
as the report of the Committee on 

FINANCES OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 

Your Committee on the Finances of the Foreign Mission Board would 
report as follows: 
Three grave problems confront the Foreign Mission Board and the 

Convention in reference to finance, namely, the problems as to curtail­
ment of expenses, change of policy on the part of the churches, and 
provision for our debt. 

I.—THE QUESTION OF CURTAILMENT. 

Is it wise, in view of the experience of the last two years, for the 
Board to continue its present list of expenses ? Unless the times change 
very decidedly for the better, there is little reason to hope that very 
much more money can be raised during the coming year than was 
raised during the year just closed. A burdensome debt now rests upon 
us, which is very depressing, both to the Board and the denomination. 
W e are informed that it will not be practicable to borrow much more 
money. What shall we do ? The Board comes to us for instructions. 
It asks whether the missionaries who are now at home shall be retained, 
and still others recalled. Your Committee is of the opinion that no 
missionaries who are now on the field, and" able to do really efficient 
work, ought to be recalled, except as a very last and inevitable resort. 
The recall of a good missionary from a foreign field is too expensive to 
be even thought of, unless absolutely necessary. If, however, there are 
any missionaries in the field, for whose usefulness there is no good out­
look, or any who can be spared from the field, your Committee are of 
the opinion that the recall of all such is demanded. W e think also that 
the missionaries now at home might be detained for a while, if this can 
be done without very serious detriment to their fields. If, however, 
they are greatly needed on their fields, and are able to do good work 
there without delay, we think that the stringency of the times is not a 
sufficient reason for keeping them at home. W e venture to suggest that 
it might be possible for the Board to use some of the missionaries at 
home to induce the churches, which they can reach, to come to the help 
of the Board, in pledging enlarged contributions for the support of 
these particular missionaries, until the pressure upon the Board shall be 
somewhat relieved. If Carey said, " Brethren, we will go down into 
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the well if you will hold the rope," it should not be very trying to a 
missionary now to say this to some of the churches where they are best 
known and the singleness of their purpose is best understood. 

There seems now to be urgent need for our missionaries to render 
what help they can in this way. In some, or all, of these ways, we hope 
that the Board may be able to pass through this crisis in our mission 
work without being driven to any serious curtailment. 

II.—A CHANGE IN POLICY ON THE PART OF THE CHURCHES. 

It is very evident from the report of the Board that there is absolute 
need for a change of policy on the part of many of our churches as to 
the time of taking their collections. That is a startling statement in 
the report of our Board that the churches have allowed the Board to 
struggle through eleven months of the year with only seventy thousand 
dollars, all told, and compelled them to wait until the very last month 
of the year for more than one-third of the whole amount contributed 
for foreign missions. This policy on the part of the churches has not 
only sadly hampered the Board in its work, but it has compelled the 
Board to pay out the large amount of over $2,000 for interest, which 
amount ought to have gone directly to missions. Our brethren are very 
sensitive as to the slightest approach to waste, or excessive expense, by 
our Boards. Would that they could realize their own reckless waste of 
so much money for interest, for which they themselves are alone respon­
sible! It is useless, however, to complain about this unfortunate state 
of affairs. The problem that confronts us is, how can we effect a change 
of policy on the part of our churches is this regard ? Your Committee 
are of the opinion that this change cannot be brought about either by 
fault-finding, or by strong resolutions on the part of this Committee. 
Some direct and positive steps must be taken to "elicit, combine and di­
rect the energies" of a definite number of our most liberal churches and 
largest individual contributors. W e recommend as to this: 

1. That the Board take all necessary steps for an immediate enroll­
ment of every church within our bounds which contributes as much a& 
one hundred dollars a year to foreign missions, and that, as far as possi­
ble, a similar enrollment be made of every individual who contributes as 
much as fifty dollars a year to foreign missions. 

2. That the Board enter into special negotiations with these churches 
and these individuals and persistently endeavor to induce as many as 
possible of them to make these contributions in the first quarter of the 
year, and if possible, immediately after the session of the Convention. 
In making these recommendations we are not unmindful of the fact 

that the interests of our Home Board and of our State Boards are also 
involved, and that in pressing for these early contributions special care 
will have to be taken by the Foreign Mission Board to avoid unfortunate 
collisions with these other interests. The Board will also be confronted 
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with the fact that in many of the churches collections are taken for all 
these objects at the same time, and that this plan on the part of these 
-churches cannot be changed. 

W e are mindful also of the fact that, if these recommendations are 
successfully carried out, special expense will have to be incurred by the 
Board. Your committee are of the opinion, however, that with tactand 
grace, and with due consideration by the Board for the other interests, 
it will be possible to carry out the plan suggested. W e are also per­

suaded that the great saving of annual interest that will be realized will, 
-even in the first few years, be sufficient to pay many times over any 
special expense that may be incurred. It cannot, we think, be questioned 
that in the long run the expenditure will be wise, whatever may be the 
cost of its inauguration. Indeed, the Board has reached a point in its 
history when it has become absolutely necessary for it to take steps to 
Dring in larger receipts during the first quarters of the convention year. 

III.—OUR DEBT. 

W e recommend that an effort be made here and now to pay off the 
debt of the Board. W e specially recommend that all pledges for this 
•debt be made redeemable by the first of July, so as to interfere as little as 
possible with the income of the Board for the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted. 
F. H. KERFOOT, 

C. B. WILLINGHAM, 

G. W. TRUETT, 

JOSHUA LEVERING, 

N. B. BROUGHTON, 

J. P. EAGLE, 

W. W. WOODRUFF. 
Committee 

The report was spoken to by F. H. Kerfoot, Kentucky, 
and R. J. Willingham, Virginia, and a contribution was 
made towards the needs of the Foreign Mission Board, 
amounting to $9,835.37. 

36. The Convention adjourned after the benediction by 

W . W . Landrum, Virginia. 
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SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 

37. The Convention being reassembled at 2:30 P. M.r 
was led in prayer by A. T. Spalding, Georgia. 

38. E. J. Forrester, South Carolina, read the following 
report, which was adopted without discussion, on 

"THE MISSION JOURNAL." 

Your Committee on the Mission Journal desire to report as follows: 
W e find that this arrangement now in force does not meet the wishes-

of either the Foreign or the Home Board. This being the fact, we do 
not believe that the Consolidated Journal can be made to supply the de­

mand for missionary periodical literature. We, therefore, recommend 
that the Journal in its present form be discontinued; that each of the-

Boards make its own arrangements for reaching our people, and that 
unexpired subscriptions to the Consolidated Journal be filled out by each 
of the periodicals that may take its place. 

E. J. FORRESTER, 

C. G. JONES, 

R. P. JOHNSTON, 
S. M. Y E ATM AN, 

G. W. HARTSFIELD. 

39. J. R. Sampey, Kentucky, read the following report 
on 

THE W O R K OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD AS A N 

EDUCATIONAL FORCE. 

Your Committee rejoice in the continued and increasing prosperity 
of the Sunday-school Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. W e 

believe that the growth of any department of the Convention's work is 
an advantage to every other agency employed by the Convention. The 
happy reflex influence of Foreign Mission work has been manifest for 
many years. As the Home Board occupies more and more of our South­

ern country, reinforcement comes to all other departments of our work. 
Lying at the basis of our missionary and educational activity is the Sun­
day-school. Give us the hearts of the children and we can in a few 
years lift the work of the Convention to a higher plane. W e are glad 

to note that our Sunday-school Board has from the outset seized and 
improved every opportunity to disseminate information concerning our 
own mission fields and the literature of this Board goes into thousands 
of homes within the bounds of our Convention, and everywhere their 
publications advertise and emphasize the work of Southern Baptists. 

JOHN R. SAMPEY, 

W M . F. HOLTZMAN. 
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The report was spoken to by J. R. Sampey, Kentucky; 
S. H. Ford, Missouri; W . R. L. Smith, Missouri, and 
W . J. Northen, Georgia, and the report was adopted. 

40. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 

A. M . Simms, North Carolina. 

SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION. 

41. The Convention reassembled at 8 o'clock. T. J. 

Walne, Texas, led in prayer. 
42. J. S. Kirtley, Missouri, from the Committee, pre­

sented the report on 

PAGAN FIELDS. 

Your Committee on Pagan Fields make the following report: 
In Japan we have six missionaries as against five last year. Rev. 

J. W . McCollum'and his^wife are again on the field. Difficulties in our 
work are only inspiring the missionaries to greater endeavors. Our 
mission work is at its crisis. Liberal, restless, unregulated thinking is 
throwing a shade|of skepticism over the unconverted millions and is 
affecting the life of Christians. But there are elements of hope in 
Japan, and more workers are called for. Three baptisms and 150 mem­
bers of Sunday-schools for the past year, and $20.00 contributed to mis­
sion work, are signs of stability, if not of rapid advance; beside we 
have one native ordained preacher and three unordained helpers. 

W e have in China nineteen churches, thirty-one out-stations, forty-
one missionaries, beside seven native ordained ministers and thirty-seven 
unordained helpers. One hundred and fifty-five have been baptized 
during the year, giving us now a total membership of 1,266, and their 
contributions for the year were $2,190.35. In every particular this is a 
distinct advance over last'year. The return of Dr. R. H. Graves has 
been inspiring to the workers, American and native. 
The work in {Africa has always been a small work and has never 

grown rapidly. For forty-six years we have been sowing the seeds in 
that difficult soil. W e have had enough success to encourage us and 
not enough to elate us. This year we have six churches, two more than 
last year, five*[out-stations, six missionaries from our country, one or­
dained native preacher, seven native unordained helpers. Last year 
fifty-one were baptized, so that the present membership is two hundred 



24 S O U T H E R N BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

and forty-seven, with one hundred and fifty in Sunday-schools. Their 

contributions last year amounted to $457.40. More light seems breaking 

on Africa. 
J. S. KlRTLEY, 
G. F. BAGBY, 

T. J. SHIPMAN, 

D. G. WHITTINGHILL, 

Z. T. CODY, 

C. L. SEASHOLES, 

T. BRIGHT. 

The report was discussed by C. L. Seasholes, Texas ; 

and J. S. Kirtley, Missouri, and the report was adopted. 
43. O. L. Hailey, of Arkansas, from the Committee pre­

sented the report on 

PAPAL FIELDS. 

Your Committee on Papal Fields beg to report as follows . 
In ages past Roman Catholics have persecuted Baptists unto death. 

Baptist have now turned upon their former persecutors. But the weap­
ons of their " warfare are not carnal, but mighty before God." Their 
weapon is the sword of the Spirit. Instead of the blazing fagot, we en­
wrap them with the warm love of hearts taught to love all men; instead 
of the darkness of the dungeon, the light of the glory of God shining in 
the face of Jesus Christ; instead of chains and fetters, the freedom of 
those whom the truth makes free ; and instead of death, the life which is 
imperishable through the preaching of the death of Christ. 

Your Committee is greatly gratified at the progress made in the good 
work of the Convention in these fields. The work on Papal Fields the 

past year is the most encouraging ever submitted to the Convention. 
The contributions have been enlarged, and the number of converts have 
been increased almost 25 per cent. 

I N ITALY, while recognizing the great difficuties to be overcome, Drs. 
Taylor and Eager are full of hope for the future. In this priest-ridden 
country, we now have 430 Baptists, of whom seventy-nine have been 
baptized the past year. 

I N BRAZIL, notwithstanding the Asiatic cholera and the rage of the 
priests, who have burned all the Bibles they could procure, the work is 
remarkably prosperous. The Baptist press has sent forth over 3,100,000 
pages of literature, and public opinion is being moulded as never before. 
During the year 273 have professed faith and have been baptized, and 
our church membership now amounts to 1,277; although they promptly 
exclude all who frequent ballrooms, theaters, and saloons. 
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I N M E X I C O , our churches number thirty-seven, with a membership of 
1,035, of w h o m 177 have followed Christ in baptism during the past 
year. 
Your Committee would express its gratitude to God for the work done; 

urge more earnest prayer for the power of the Holy Spirit upon these 
self-sacrificing toilers, and urge all our members to labor more for papists 
about them. W e are also deeply impressed with the vastly greater 
work which could be done had we the necessary means to send more 
laborers into these whitening fields, and provide more chapels for our 
converts. Respectfully submitted, 

P. T. H A L E , Chairman. 

The report was spoken to by J. E. White, North Caro­
lina; John H. Eager, Italy; and R. J. Willingham, Vir­
ginia, and adopted after a collection amounting to $435.00 
for the debt of the Foreign Mission Board. 

44. The Convention then adjourned after the benediction 
by B. L. Whitman, District of Columbia. 

THIRD D A Y — T H E SABBATH. 

45. Various churches in the city of Chattanooga and its 
vicinity were supplied by brethren in attendance upon the 
Convention. 

FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., May 11, 1896. 

46. The Convention having reassembled at 9 A. M., was 
called to order by the President, and Malcolm MacGregor, 

Georgia, led in prayer. 

47. The journal was read and confirmed. 
48. The special order being the consideration of the in­

terests of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, the 
Convention was addressed by W . H Whitsitt, Kentucky; 
F. H. Kerfoot, Kentucky; E. C. Dargau, Kentucky, and 

|. W« Vi ... . _ TCMWFWEE *' NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 
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a collection was taken for the students' aid fund amounting 

to $1,500. 
49. W. H. Felix, Kentucky, read the following report 

from the Committee on 

[FOREIGN POPULATION, INCLUDING INDIANS 

A N D CUBANS. 

The Committee on Foreign Population, including Indians and Cubans 
respectfully submit the following report: 

The foreign population within the bounds of the H o m e Board at At­

lanta is already a recognized force among our people, and it is daily be­

coming larger upon the arrival of every ship from foreign shores. Immi­

gration is pouring upon us a vast tide, and obedient to the command "be 

fruitful and multiply " is daily augmenting its force. This population, 

composed for the most part of a very undesirable element, consisting of 

socialists, rationalists, and anarchists, is spreading itself into every nook 

and corner of our country, and the general belief is that the Southland 

will in the future become the " Mecca " of this universal pilgrimage of 

foreign people. Already vast settlements are gathering in some of the 

Southern States. This vast population is not formed into isolated com­

munities except in a few instances; but it is mingling itself with our people 

in our cities, towns and communities, giving complexion to our business 

our political, our social, and our moral character. The evangelization of 

this population is already one of the gravest problems that confronts our 

missionary zeal in the Home work, and should in tbe future tax our re­

sources to the utmost to mold it in sympathy and harmony with our 

social, political, and religious institutions if we would avoid the deadly 

influence of its presence. It is foreign to us in every respect, and already 

has it become to our wisest statesmanship a serious problem in govern­

mental affairs, and it certainly has become a standing menace to our 

social and religious institutions, giving our wisest and best men the 
gravest apprehension. 

The evangelization of the negro race is of supreme importance, but 

the evangelization of our foreign population is of the supremest impor­

tance at present to our Christian workers all over this land. Already is 

it a religious influence which we cannot ignore. It is sapping the foun­

dation of things most cherished by us. Religious freedom, the spiritu­

ality of the church of Jesus Christ, the Christian Sabbath, the supreme 

authority of the Word of God, and other cherished beliefs of our Chris­

tian faith are utterly ignored. To shut our eyes to these facts and fail 

to meet them would be the most stupendous blunder. Already have we 

been criminally negligent in this respect, and our land, our homes, and 

our churches have been caught in the grip of a remorseless infidelity 
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which is paralyzing our strength and blighting our prospects. W e are 

laboring to send the gospel to these people in foreign lands, and God is 

trying to help us by sending them in multitudes to our doors. If we 

do not evangelize them, they will "infidelize" us, and thus weaken our 

strength to do the foreign work. Already is this leaven alarmingly at 

work, and the body, religiously, is weakening. Instead of a giant's 

strength with which to grapple with this supreme duty of the day, our 

strength is being depleted by a fearful invalidism superinduced by the 

infusion, consciously and unconsciously, of foreign notions and beliefs. 

W e cannot send health abroad if we have poison and sickness at home. 

The straits of our Foreign Mission Board owe more to this source than 

we may be disposed to think, and it behooves us to give it closest atten­

tion. W e have come to the point where it is the wisest policy to give 

the gospel to the heathen at home if we would successfully give it to the 

heathen in foreign lands. The difference between the foreign and home 

field is rapidly becoming a matter of distance only. If we do not arouse 

ourselves to the importance of evangelizing our foreign population, our 

êfforts will become the efforts of a leprous community to perpetuate a 

healthy progeny. W e have waited too long. Comparatively little is 

being done in this field. A few missionaries are at work, but what are 

these among so many. W e should not abate one iota in the foreign 

work; rather should we strengthen and greatly enlarge that work, but 

we should see to it that the foreign population within the bounds of our 

home field is not overlooked as one of the essential agencies to the work 

abroad. If an individual is attacked by a dangerous disease, it would 

• certainly be unwise to look after the health of others and neglect his 

-own; rather should he attend to his own that he might be the better pre­

pared to attend to others. W e urge our churches to strengthen our 

H o m e Board for this work by their prayers and contributions. 

Many Indians still remain on the border of our territory who are not 

•Christians. Three hundred and fifty thousand, all races included, is the 

population of the Indian Territory. W e have one missionary to about 

5,000 of the population, one church house to about 11,000 or 12,000. 

Have we, who are enjoying their former hunting-grounds, done our 

• duty to this people whom we in fact are pushing out of existence? 

God in his providence has especially called our Atlanta Board to the 

work of sending the Gospel to Cuba, and whatever be the issues of war 

or of national arbitration, the Queen of the Antilles will continue to look 

to us for the light of the Gospel. The possibilities growing out of the 

relations which our Home Board sustains to Cuba are sufficient within 

themselves to justify Southern Baptists in making contributions to that 

Board sufficiently large to enable the Board at any time, when God shall 

open the way, to inaugurate new movements and organize new missions 

.for the salvation of the benighted and suffering people of that island. 



28 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

Let us stand ready and waiting, so that as soon as the smoke of battle-

shall clear away, our missionaries, with reinforcements, may return to 
Cuba and again unfurl the banner of Prince Immanuel, which is the-

banner of "peace on earth and good will to men." 
Respectfully submitted. 

W. H. FELIX, Chairman, 

J. H. FOSTER, JR., 

W. A. CLARK, 

R. L. LEE, 
J. H. WRIGHT, 

J. S. HARDAWAY, 

B. F. CHAMBERLAIN. 

The report was spoken to by W . H. Felix, Kentucky ; 
R. J. Hogue, Indian Territory ; A. G. Washburn, Arkansas ; 
Geo. E. Stevens, Ohio; A. J. Diaz, Cuba. 

50. The rules having been suspended for the purpose, 
B. H. Carroll, Texas, read the following report on 
THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CONVENTION AND THE 

SEMINARY. 
All the legal or organic connection subsisting between the Southern 

Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary may 
be expressed in one sentence. 

But as more extended information may be desirable and profitable, 
your committee respectfully requests to be allowed to make the following 
orderly statement : 

First. The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is not, historically,. 
the creation of the Southern Baptist Convention. It resulted from an 
educational convention held in Greenville, S. C, April 30, 1858, which 
convention appointed all its original Board of Trustees, and enacted cer­
tain fundamental laws for the government of the institution. 
These laws have never been modified by removal of the institution to 

Louisville, Ky., nor by the new charter granted by the legislature of 
Kentucky. 

The South Carolina charter was granted and ratified in 1858 and 
formally accepted by original Board of Trustees in May, 1859. 

The Kentucky charter was granted in 1875, and approved February 
15, 1876. 

Second. The third fundamental law expresses all the legal relation sub"" 
sisting between the Convention and the Seminary, and is as follows: 

" The Board shall be self-perpetuating, filling any vacancies that may 
occur in its number, and appointing additional members according to-

the provisions of the Fourth Article of the Fundamental Laws. But the-
election shall be from a nomination of not less than three persons for each 
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vacancy to be filled or new appointment to be made ; said nomination to 
be made by the Southern Baptist Convention, at the session of that 
body next ensuing alter such vacancy shall take place, or new appoint­
ment shall be required; provided, that should the Convention fail to 
nominate, as above, then the Board may proceed to an election without 
such nomination." 
From all which it is evident that the two bodies may legally exist 

independent of each other, each having jurisdiction of its own affairs. 
The dissolution of the Southern Baptist Convention at this session would 
in no legal way affect the perpetuity of the Seminary. 

The Southern Baptist Convention has no legal power to appoint or 
remove, for any cause, any trustee or professor of the Seminary. 

It may nominate three or more persons, from whom the Trustees must 
select one to fill any vacancy in their body; provided, this be done 
within the specified time. As a matter of fact the Convention has never 
exercised this right. 
W e are glad to state, however, that the Seminary Trustees, at a recent 

session, instructed their secretary to report in due time hereafter to the 
Convention all vacancies occurring in the Board, that the nominations pro­
vided in the fundamental law may be made. Buteven this isnot essential' 
For, on failure to nominate for any cause, the Board may fill the vacancy at 
its own option. Such, as we think, is the sum of the legal relations be­
tween the Convention and the Seminary, but we venture somewhat 
beyond the matter committed to us by emphasizing moral and denomi­
national relations. So broad and deep and far-reaching are these moral 
and denominational relations, that we regard them as fundamental and 
the well-being of the Seminary dependent on them. 

. Signed by Committee. 
J. S. C O L E M A N , Kentucky; 

G E O R G E B. E A G E R , Alabama; 

W . E. A T K I N S O N , Arkansas; 

H. F. SPROLES, Mississippi; 

B. H. C A R R O L L , Texas; 

H. H. H I C K M A N , Georgia; 

D. I. P U R S E R , Louisiana; 

G E O R G E COOPER, Virginia; 

C. L. L A W S , Maryland; 

H. C. W A L L A C E , Missouri; 

B. L. W H I T M A N , District Columbia; 
S. M. P R O V E N C E , Florida. 

After discussion by B. H. Carroll, Texas, the report was 

adopted. 
51. The Convention then adjourned after the benedic­

tion by E. E. Folk, Tennessee. 
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FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 

52. The Convention was called to order at 2 : 30 P. M., 

and was led in prayer by W . L. Brown, Tennessee. 
53. J. B. Cranfill, Texas, from the Committee, read 

the report on 

WOMAN'S WORK. 

Within the eight years since the Baptist women of the South organ­

ized the Woman's Missionary Union, Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist 

Convention great results have been achieved. In no department of 

our work has there been a more rapid increase in receipts or a more 

hopeful and permanent development along all lines of missionary enter­

prise. During the eight years of its existence the Woman's Missionary 

Union has raised for our Home and Foreign Mission Boards a total of 

$357,158.08. During their first year's work they raised for home and 

foreign missions $30,773.69, while last year the aggregate was $56,342.19, 

an increase of almost one hundred per cent. The union raised during 

the past year $33,542.64 of the $75,326 06 expended by the H o m e Mission 

Board, and $22,799.55 of the $102,056.15 collected by the Foreign Mission 

hoard. 

These figures tell their own story. The women do not handle vast 

sums of money. Their work represents the gathering of the fragments 

and gleanings in fields where the reapers had already passed. 

Two lines of their work are worthy of especial mention. One is their 

plan of sending boxes of clothing to frontier missionaries, and the other 

is their Christmas offerings for foreign missions. During their first 

year's work they sent seventy-one boxes to frontier missionaries, valued 

at $4,419, which had increased last year to 358 boxes, valued at $21,475. 

These boxes of clothing, prepared and sent by loving hands to the humble 

and needy homes of Christ's lone sentinels, who hold aloft his banner in 

far off fields, have made it possible for many a toiling missionary to stay 

at his post who otherwise would have been forced to seek another field. 

They are not charged on his salary, but go to supplement it. If the 

Woman's Missionary Union had done hitherto no other work than this, 

it has earned in God's good providence a right to live and a warm place 

in all our hearts. 

The Christmas offerings have steadily increased until the receipts run 

up into the thousands. Next Christmas these offerings will be for our 

missions in China. 

Let it be borne in mind that raising money and preparing boxes is not 

the sole work of our Missionary Union. During the eight years of its ex­

istence it has distributed 1,063,236 leaflets, sent out a half million Christ-
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mas envelopes, distributed 130,000 prayer cards, 140,000 brick cards, and 

more than 25,000 papers. The Union works intelligently and persist­

ently to establish and strengthen the missionary conviction and has 

not as yet had time to reap the results of its painstaking endeavors in 

this important department of its self-sacrificing work. 

Your committee has no sympathy with the clamor that is sometimes 

raised concerning the expenses of our missionary work. That which 

cost the blood of the Son of God must be proclaimed no matter what the 

expense, and it is a fact that those who are so anxious to reduce expenses 

are worrying about expenses that other people pay. While this is true, 

it is not amiss to say that the expense of carrying on the work of our 

Missionary Union is but a trifle. The total expense of all their work 

last year, including the raising of nearly $60,000 for missions and the dis­

tribution of millions of pages of literature, was but $1,784.96. 

Quietly and gently they do their Master's work, and with glad hearts 

pour the ointment of their unselfish love upon the Saviour's head. 

With the grand work they have done in so short a time before us, and 

in view of the vast possibilities for good that linger in the days to come, 

your committee cannot forbear to adopt the injunction of the apostle to 

the Gentiles: "Help those women who labored with me in the gospel.'' 

Let us help them in their local society work, in their State Convention 

work, and in the larger work of our Missionary Union. Let us be 

grateful for the work they have accomplished and give them our earnest 

sympathy and help in their future endeavors in behalf of a lost and 

suffering world. 

C. L. LAWS, 

J. B, CRANFILL, 

MALCOLM MACGREGOR, 

E. HEZ SWEM, 

W. E. THAYER. 

The report was discussed by J. B. Cranfill, Texas; H. 

W . Smith, Maryland; N. B. Goforth, Tennessee; G. A. 

Lofton, Tennessee; and S. H. Ford, Missouri; and then 

the report was adopted. 

54. A. J. Rowland and R. G. Seymour, of the American 

Baptist Publication Society, were introduced to the Con­

vention, and made brief addresses; as was also F. L. Wil­

kins, Secretary of the Baptist Young People's Union of 

America. 

55. S. M. Provence, Florida, from the Committee pre­

sented the following on the 
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TREASURER'S R E P O R T H O M E MISSIONS. 

Your Committee, after examination of the Treasurer's report, submit 

the following facts derived therefrom : 

W e find the Board is in debt $7,950, and have on hand $112.71. 

$5,150 of this indebtedness, as stated in the report of the H o m e Mission 

Board, was incurred for purchase of property in N e w Orleans and El 

Paso, Texas, leaving about $1,600 of the debt incurred for current ex­

penses. 

The amounts contributed by the different States in co-operation with 

the Convention during the past year was $53,976.08 in cash, and $21,-

349.98 in merchandise or boxes sent to the missionaries. The amounts 

contributed by the different States during the past year, compared with 

the amounts contributed during the previous year, are as follows: 

Alabama—decrease $ 618 12 

Arkansas—increase 204 48 

District of Columbia—increase 55 44 

Indian Territory and Oklahoma—increase . . . . 7 81 

Florida—decrease 572 31 

Georgia—decrease 395 03 

Kentucky—decrease 1,026 56 

Louisiana—decrease 803 80 

Maryland—increase 817 85 

Mississippi—increase 248 47 

Missouri—decrease 1,316 08 

North Carolina—increase 492 82 

South Carolina—increase 520 17 

Tennessee—increase 1.272 82 

Texas—decrease 513 81 

Virginia—decrease 21 99 

W e also find that the amounts received by the Home Board and ex­

pended in Home Mission work upon their fields of labor by co-opera­

tive bodies, amounted to $59,010.00, and for the year previous $67,138.89. 

Decrease past year, $8,068.89. 

Amounts received for church buildings the past year was $80,801.00) 

and for the year previous $58,973.60. Increase, $21,827.60. 

While it is true many of the States show a handsome increase in their 

contributions to the H o m e Board, yet many have contributed less, the 

net loss amounting to over $1,500.00 compared with the year previous. 

These are facts that call for the consideration of the Convention. 

The Committee recommend that the Treasurer hereafter make a state­

ment of the amount of money received from each State, and a separate 

statement of the value of merchandise or missionary boxes received. 

I. N. ELLIS, 

S. M. PROVENCE. 

D. B. P L U M B , 

W . S. SPLAWN. 
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The report was adopted without discussion. 
56. M . J. Breaker, Missouri, on the part of the Com­

mittee, presented the report on 

WORK AMONG THE COLORED POPULATION. 

Your Committee on Work among the Colored People beg leave to 
submit the following report: 
That our Home Mission Board has entered upon co-operative mission 

work among the colored people of the South with the Home Mission 
Society upon the following plan : 
1. That there must be joint action between the Home Board, the Homo 

Mission Society, and the State Conventions, both white and colored, in 
the States where this co-operative work is being done. 

2. That the expense of the work shall rest equally upon the four above 
named organizations at first, but that it shall be gradually adjusted in 
the future so as to increase the proportionate part paid by the Colored 
State Convention, and decrease the amounts paid by the other parties. 
3. That in those States where the colored population is large there 

shall be appointed a general superintendent and three district mission­
aries from among the colored people, who shall give all their time to 
preaching the gospel, to aiding pastorless churches in securing pastors, 
aiding young men who are studying for the ministry, to healing diffi­
culties in churches, in quelling strife among ministers, churches, or asso­
ciations, by trying in every commendable way to uplift the race to a 
higher plane of social, moral and religious life. " Above all, they are 
expected to be teachers of the pastors and leading members of all the 
colored churches in those States, and for this purpose they are to hold at 
convenient places in their districts Ministers' Institutes as frequently as 
possible. A course of study covering three years has been adopted, 
which they are expected to follow, introducing into it as may seem wise 
such other topics as may he demanded by the peculiar needs of given 

localities." 
This arrangement will also give us a certain advisory influence in the 

management of the institutions of learning, which may be a means of 
doing much good to the colored race. 
Three States, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Alabama, have 

already fallen in with this plan, and it is confidently expected that others 

will soon follow. 
Your Committee would earnestly commend to the brethren of this 

Convention, the institute feature of this plan, as an opportunity for all 
to do a greatly needed work among this people. It is expected that the 
men who shall have the work in charge, will seek to utilize the talents 
of the white ministers in this part of their labors, and it commends itself 


