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CONSTITUTION. 

W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other 
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the 
United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, Georgia, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our 
constituents by organizing a plan of eliciting, combining and direct­
ing the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort for 
the propagation of the gospel, agree to the following rules of funda­
mental principles: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the " Southern Baptist Con­
vention." 

A R T II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote for­
eign and domestic missions, and other important objects connected 
with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such 
portions of the Baptist denomination in the United States as may 
desire a general organization for Christian benevolence, which shall 
fully respect the independence and equal rights of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who con­
tribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing funds 
for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of one delegate 
for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of the Boards during 
the fiscal year, ending the 30'h day of April next preceding the 
meeting of the Convention ; (2) of one representative from each of 
the District Associations which co-operate with this convention, pro­
vided that such representative be formally elected at the annual 
meeting of his District Association and his election certified to the 
Secretaries of the Convention, either in writing or by a copy of the 
printed Minutes. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and 
two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting, and 
hold their offices until a new election; and the officers of the Con­
vention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the several 
Boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for 
carrying out the "benevolent objects it may determine to promote— 
all of which Boards may continue in office until a new election. 
Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, 
Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other members, seven of whom, in­
cluding one or more of the officers; shall form a quorum for the 
transaction of business; provided, that any of the Boards may have 
the same person to fill the two positions of Corresponding ̂ eeretary 
and Treasurer. To each Board shall be committed, during the recess 
of the Convention, the entire management of all the affairs relating 
to the objects with whose interest it shall be charged; all of which 
management shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional 
provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions 
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as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power 
to make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it may 
think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, and enact 
its own By-laws. 

A R T . VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts 
and disbursements, and make report of them to the Convention 
whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as 
required. H e shall also, on entering upon the duties of his office, 
give competent security to the President of the Board for all the 
stock and funds committed to his care. His books shall be open at 
all times to the inspection of any member of the Convention and of 
its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any of the treasuries of 
the Board but by an order from that Board from whose treasury the 
money is to be drawn, which order shall be signed by the presiding 
officer. 

A R T . VIT. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
s*hall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or public 
bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may- require. 
Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if any, shall 
be kept by them on file. 

A R T . VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall 
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents 
as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

A R T . IX. All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap­
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem­
bers of some regular church in union with the churches composing 
this Convention. 

A R T . X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Con­
vention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of 
genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and talents which 
fit them for the service for which they offer themselves. 

A R T X L The bodies and individuals composing this Convention 
shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which their 
contributions shall be applied. But when no such specification is 
made the Convention will make the appropriation at its own discre­
tion. 

A R T . XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but 
extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approbation 
of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attending del­
egates shall not bs necessray to make a quorum for the transaction 
of business. The President, or, in the event of his death, any of the 
Vice-Presidents of the Convention, may, at the request of two of its 
Boards, postpone or alter the place of meeting of this Convention, 
when it may be deemed by him inexpedient to convene at the time 
or place appointed. 

A R T . XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be 
made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members pres­
ent at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to en­
deavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, combine and 
direct the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort 
for the propagation of the gospel, we adopt the following By-laws: 
1 That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 

closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such exist, 
in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other cases to 
secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem best, in both 
cases providing for the necessary expenses incurred. 
2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in­

structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to 
their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and otherwise, 
as may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 
3. That the Committee of the Nomination of N e w Boards be 

instructed to nominate, as Vice-Presidents of Boards, m e n known 
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their 
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary, 
men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Convention. 
These Vice-Presidents shall be expected to co-operate with the 
Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be done, 
and they also shall be expected to present at the next session of the 
Convention a brief report in writing of what they had been re­
quested to do, and of the way in which they have complied with 
these requests, with any suggestions they m a y have to offer as to 
the condition and needs of their respective fields. It shall be the 
duty of each Secretary, in due time, to furnish the Vice-President 
of his Board with suitable blanks for such reports, and to call their 
attention to this article, and to make any proper effort to secure the 
due preparation of these reports. In case any Vice-President ap­
pointed is unable or unwilling to comply with the requests herein 
mentioned, it shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find 
some porson who can, and request him to do so; and furthermore, 
the Vice-President for each State shall be desired, as speedily as 
possible, to prepare a roll of the associations, churches, and Sun­
day-schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of informa­
tion, and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches and 
Sunday-schools are contributing to the funds of the Board and the 
annual amounts, and to make systematic effort each year to increase 
the number and amount of such contributions. 
4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention what 

special efforts they have been able to make toward carrying out the 
object of these By-laws. 
5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards each 

year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to w h o m shall be re­
ferred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying out of the 
By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice-Presidents. 
6. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Conven­

tion shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when there is 
only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if there be no 
objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention. 

7. Applause upon the floor of the Convention is out of order and 
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer promptly to suppress all 
such demonstration. 

8. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority vote except on the last day of the Convention. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
WILMINGTON, N. C, May 7, 1897. 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in its 
forty-second session, in the meeting-house of the First 

Baptist Church, and at 10 A. M. was called to order by 

Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, the President of the previous 

Convention. 

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by Charles L. 

Cocke, Virginia, consisting of the singing of the hymn, 

" I love thy kingdom, Lord," the reading of a part of the 

twentieth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and prayer 

by J. B. Gambrell, Texas. 

3. The roll of representatives was called, and the names 

of the members were enrolled as they appear at the close 

of this journal. 

4. Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, having been nominated 

to be President of the Convention, on motion of W . J. 

Northen, Georgia, the vote of the Convention was cast for 

him by one of the Secretaries, and he was chosen President, 

and so assumed the chair. 

5. On motion of G. W . Gardner, Georgia, the vote of 

the Convention was cast by R. J. Willingham, Virginia, 

for Lansing Burrows, Georgia, and Oliver F. Gregory, 

Maryland, to be the Secretaries of the Convention. 

6. Various brethren having been nominated to be Vice-

Presidents, the following tellers were appointed to ascer­

tain the choice of the Convention : W . C. McCall, South 

Carolina; George F. Bagby, Virginia; John K. Griffin, 

Georgia; J. W . Kramer, North Carolina. 

7. Joshua Levering, Maryland, presented a communi­

cation from the Board of Trustees of the Southern Baptist 
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Theological Seminary, regarding vacancies in the Board, 

and also the following resolution, which was adopted: 

W H E R E A S , In a report just submitted by the Board of Trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, it is stated that there exist two 
vacancies from Georgia, and one each from Maryland, Virginia, North 

Carolina and South Carolina on said Board; 

Resolved, That a Committee of two each from the above mentioned 
States he appointed to select three brethren for each vacancy from the 
States named to be nominated by this Convention to said Board of Trus­
tees from which it may elect members to fill the vacancies in accordance 

with the fundamental laws of the seminary. 

8. On motion of J. M. Frost, Tennessee, it was 

Ordered, That having set ourselves for the furtherance of the Gospel 
of Christ and realizing our dependence upon him and remembering that 
his kingdom comes '' not by power, but by His Spirit," we will give 
ourselves individually much to prayer, and that the President of the 
Convention will intersperse the exercises with prayer and praise as will 
imbue the Convention with a spirit of devotion and bring upon us the 
presence and the manifest power of the Holy Spirit, that he may give 
us wisdom and guidance and make this session of the Convention a ses­
sion of vast missionary power. 

9. A communication was presented from th e South-

ei*n Baptist Educational Conference, by C. S. Estes, South 

Carolina, regarding the relation of the anniversaries of the 

American Baptist Education Society to the annual sessions 

of this Convention, which communication was ordered to 

be referred to the Committee on Time and Place of next 

meeting. 

10. Words of welcome to the city of Wilmington were 

spoken by Iredell Meares on the part of the community, 

and W . B. Oliver on the part of the Baptists; to which 

response was made on the part oi the Convention by J. L. 

White, Georgia. 

11. On motion of T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, it was 

Ordered, That the hours tor meeting he : Meet at 9 A M., adjourn at 
1P . M . ; meet at 3:30 and adjourn at 5:30 P. M. ; meet at 8 p. M. and ad­
journ at pleasure. 

12. The President by direction of the Convention an­

nounced the following Committee on Order of Business: 
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C. H. Ryland, Virginia ; R. J. Willingham, Virginia; 

I. T. Tichenor, Georgia ; J. M. Frost, Tennessee; W . H. 

Whitsitt, Kentucky. 

13. A number of visiting brethren were introduced to 

the Convention, and addresses were made by A.J. Rowland 

and R. G. Seymour, representing the American Baptist 

Publication Society. 

14. C. H. Ryland, Virginia, from the Committee on 

Order of Business, reported, outlining the program for 

the remainder of the day and for a portion of to-morrow; 

and also recommending : 

1. That when any item of business provided for in this report shall 

be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted to it, the Presi­

dent shall at once call the item next in order. 

2. That this order of business may be suspended at any time by a 

majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any other ques­

tion coming before the Convention, except amendments to its Constitu­

tion, shall be decided by a like vote. 

15. The President, by direction of the Committee ap­

pointed the pastors of the Baptist churches of Wilming­

ton and the deacons of the First Baptist church, a Com­

mittee on Religious Exercises. 

16. The Convention adjourned after prayer by Malcolm 

MacGregor, Georgia. 

FIRST D A Y — A F T E R N O O N SESSION. 

17. The Convention reassembled at 3:30 P.M. and was 
led in prayer by Edwin O. Ware, Louisiana. 

18. The President announced the following committee 

to nominate trustees for the Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary : S. C. Clopton, S. M. Melton, Maryland; M. L. 

Wood, J. W . Hundley, Virginia ; N. B. Broughton, J. W . 

Carter, North Carolina, C. H. Judson, W . T. Derieaux, 

South Carolina; B. F. Abbott, J. D. Chapman, Georgia. 

19. An abstract of the report of the Home Mission 
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Board was presented by I. T. Tichenor, Georgia, its Cor­

responding Secretary, together with a report of its Treas­

urer. 

20. On motion of W . W . Landrum, Georgia, it was 

Ordered, That the session of to-morrow, or so much as may be neces­

sary, be devoted to hearing the representatives of the Board from the 

various States or other fields of the Board, and also from the President 

of the Board, Henry McDonald ; also that the suggestion of the Board 

in regard to enlargement of work be referred to a committee composed 

of one delegate each of all the States; also that the Treasurer's report 

be referred to a special committee. 

21. An abstract of the report of the Sunday-school 

Board was read by J. M. Frost, Tennessee, together with 

the report of its Treasurer, and was ordered to be referred 

to a committee to consider its work and report thereon. 

22. The tellers reported the election of the following to 

be Vice-Presidents of the Convention : 

W. J. N O R T H E N , Georgia. 

J O S H U A L E V E R I N G , Maryland. 

R. H. M A R S H , North Carolina. 

J. P. E A G L E , Arkansas. 

23. A communication from the Board of Trustees of the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary was presented as 

information, by W . E. Hatcher, Virginia. Whereupon it 

was ordered that the communication be printed in the 

minutes of the Convention. 
The Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, assem­

bled in their annual meeting in Wilmington, N. C, May the 6th, 1897, 

desire to submit to the Baptists of the South the following statement, in 

regard to the institution whose intorests have been committed to their 

care and management: 

1. That we account this a fitting occasion to reaffirm our cordial and 

thorough adherence to the fundamental articles adopted at the time when 

the Seminary was established, and to assure those on whose behalf we 

hold in trust and administer the affairs of this institution, of our stead­

fast purpose to require hereafter, as we have in the past, that the funda­

mental laws and scriptural doctrines embodied in those articles shall be 

faithfully upheld by those occupying chairs as teachers. 

2. That we cannot undertake to sit in judgment on questions in Bap-
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tist history which do not imperil any of these principles, concerning 

which all Baptists are agreed,but concerning which serious, conscientious 

and scholarly students are not agreed. "We can, however, confidently 

leave to continued research and discussion, the satisfactory solution of 

these questions. 

3. That believing the Seminary to hold an important relation to the 

prosperity and usefulness of Southern Baptists, we consider it our duty, 

while demanding of those in charge of the departments of instruction 

the utmost patience in research and the greatest discretion in utterance, 

to foster, rather than repress, the spirit of earnest and reverent investi­

gation. 

4. That being fully assured that the tender affection which we cherish 

for this institution, founded by our fathers and bequeathed by them to 

us, is shared by the Baptists of the South, we can safely trust them as 

we ask them to trust us, to guard its honor, promote its usefulness and 

pray for its prosperity. 

Upon the adoption of the foregoing statement, the Trustees appointed 

a. committee to notify Dr. Whitsitt of this action, and to invite him to 

meet with them and to make any voluntary statements he might desire. 

Whereupon Dr. Whitsitt appeared before the Board and read the follow­

ing paper: 

WILMINGTON, N. C, May 7, 1897. 

To the Board of Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary: 

D E A R B R E T H R E N : — I beg leave to return sincerest and heartiest 

thanks for the noble and generous treatment that you have bestowed 

upon me. I have onl}- words of affection for every member of the 

Board. After consulting with the committee I have the following to 

say : 

1. That in regard to the articles written as editorials for the Independ­

ent, I have long felt that it was a mistake, and the generous action of 

the Board of Trustees renders it easy for me to make this statement. 

What I wrote was from a Pedobaptist standpoint with a view to stimu­

lating historical research, with no thought that it would injure the Bap­

tists, and with no intention to disparage Baptist doctrines or practices. 

2. That the article in Johnson's Encyclopedia has probably passed 

beyond m y control; but it will be very pleasing to me if I can honora­

bly procure the elimination from it of whatsoever is offensive to any of 

m y brethren. 

3. Regarding the charge that I expressed a conviction that a kins­

woman of mine ought to follow her husband into a Pedobaptist church, 

that it was never m y intention to indicate a belief that the family out­

ranked the Church of God. I believe that obedience to God's commands 

is above every other human duty, and that people in ever}' relation of 

life ought to obey God rather than man. 
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4. That on the historical questions involved in the discussion, I find 

myself out of agreement with some honored historians; but what I have 

written is the outcome of patient and honest research, and I can do no 

otherwise than to re-affirm m y convictions and maintain m y position. 

But if in the future it shall ever be made to appear that I have erred in 

m y conclusions, I would promptly and cheerfully say so. I am a 

searcher after truth, and will gladly hail every helper in m y work. 

5. That I cannot more strongly assure the brethren that l a m a Bap­

tist than by what 1 have recently declared with regard to the abstract of 

principles set forth in the Fundamental Laws of the Seminary. I am 

heartily in accord with m y Baptist brethren in every distinctive princi­

ple that they hold. M y heart and lite are bound up with the Baptists, 

and I have no higher thought on earth than to spend m y days in their 

fellowship and service, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W M . H. WHITSITT. 
At the conclusion of the reading of the foregoing paper the trustees 

joined in singing 

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word," 

during which, amid flowing tears and many expressions of satisfaction 

and joy, the members of the Board pressed forward and gave Dr. Whit­

sitt the hand of fellowship and confidence. The trustees then instructed 

B, H. Carroll of Texas, and W . E. Hatcher of Virginia, to communi­

cate to the Southern Baptist Convention this action, and also to give it 

to the public press. Please bear in mind that this statement is made to 

the Convention for information and not for action. 

24. An abstract of the Report of the Foreign Mission 

Board was read by R. J. Willingham, Virginia, its Cor­

responding Secretary, together with the report of its 

Treasurer. 

After remarks by J. G. Gibson, Georgia, a contribution 

of $13,500 was. made to relieve the debt of the Board. 

The report of the Board was ordered to be referred to 

Committees on Papal Fields, Pagau Fields and Finances. 

25. The President auuounced the following Committee 

on Report of the Sunday-school Board: W . J. Northen, 

Georgia; W . C. Tyree, North Carolina; D. I. Purser, 

Louisiana; C. H. Nash, Kentucky; T. S. Potts, Tennessee; 

A. P. Montague, District of Columbia; L. R. Thornhill, 

Virginia. 
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26. The Committee on Order of Business made a partial 
report. 

27. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by C. 

C. Meador, District of Columbia. 

FIRST D A Y — E V E N I N G SESSION. 

28. The Convention having assembled at 8 p. M. the 
annual sermon was preached by R. A. Venable, Mississippi, 
from the text Philippians 2:9—11. 

29. Subsequent to the sermon the claims of the Students' 
Fund of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary were 
presented by E. G. Dargan, Kentucky, and a contribution 
was made for that fund, amounting to $2,010. 
30. The Convention then adjourned after prayer by H. 

W. Battle, Virginia. 

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 

WILMINGTON, N. C, May 8, 1897. 

31. The Convention having assembled at 9 o'clock was 
called to order by Jas. P. Eagle, one of the Vice-Presi­
dents, and after singing was led in prayer by I. T. Tiche­
nor, Georgia. 
32. The journal of yesterday was read and confirmed. 
33. The report of the Treasurer of the Convention was 

presented, read, and ordered to be printed. It is Appen­

dix D. 
34. George W. Norton, Kentucky, was re-elected Treas­

urer of the Convention. 
35. William P. Harvey, Kentucky, was re-elected Audi­

tor of the Convention. 
36. The following Committees were announced : 
On Time and Place of Next Meeting: M. B. Wharton, Virginia; 
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M. E. Broaddus, Tennessee ; L. D. Geiger, Florida; W. P. Harvey, Ken­
tucky; W . R. Oliver, North Carolina; W . R. Maxwell, Texas; B. D. 

Ragsdale, Georgia. 
On Enrollment: W . C. Bledsoe, Alabama; J. P. Eagle, Arkansas ; 

W . S. O. Thomas, District of Columbia ; J. J. Parsons, Florida; M. M. 
Welch, Georgia; J. T. Christian, Kentucky; J. F. Purser, Louisiana; 
E. S. Tuttle, Maryland; Oscar Haywood, Mississippi; Everett Gill, 
Missouri; J. W . Bailey, North Carolina; C. C. Brown, South Caro­
lina ; M. D. Jeffries, Tennessee; E. E. King, Texas; George Cooper, 

Virginia. 
On Nominations: A. W . Simms, North Carolina: J. Duncan, 

Texas; C. W . Duke, Virginia; R. L. Lee, Maryland; D. M. Ramsey, 
South Carolina; R. B. Garrett, Tennessee; W . H. Felix, Kentucky; 
L. O. Dawson, Alabama ; R. A. Cohron, Mississippi; A. F. Baker, Mis­
souri ; C. F. J. Tate, Arkansas; D. G. Whittinghill, Louisiana ; Lee D. 
Lodge, District Columbia ; John F. Forbes, Florida ; E. L. Connelly, 
Georgia. 
On Reports of Vice-Presidents of the Boards: W . J. E. Cox, Mary­

land; B. F. Riley, Georgia; E. S. Alderman, Kentucky; H. A. Brownj 
North Carolina; J. S. Dill, Virginia; W . C. Golden, Tennessee; J. H. 
Peay, Arkansas. 
On Subsequent Work of Home Board: J. G. Gibson, Georgia; W. C. 

Bledsoe, Alabama; W A. Clarke, Arkansas; C. C. Meador, District 
of Columbia; J. C. Porter, Florida; J. W. Warder, Kentucky; E. 0. 
Ware, Louisiana; O. F. Gregory, Maryland; A. V. Rowe, Mississippi; 
N. R. Pittman, Missouri; J. E. White, North Carolina; T. M. Bailey, 
South Carolina ; A. J. Holt, Tennessee ; J. B. Gambrell, Texas ; W m . 
Ellyson, Virginia. 
On Treasurer's Report Home Board; W . F. Holtzman, District of 

Columbia; W . A. Hobson, Alabama; N. W. P. Bacon, Mississippi; 
J. A. French, Texas; T. H. Ellett, Virginia ; T. A. Norwood, South 
Carolina. 
On Woman's Work: J. O. Rust, Tennessee ; J. A. Oates, Jr., North 

Carolina; N. N. Burton, South Carolina ; W . A. Simmons, Missouri; 
J. H. Eaton, Kentucky; F. M. McConnell, Texas; Gilbert Dobbs, Vir­
ginia. 
On Papal Fields, Foreign Board: J. L. Gross, Georgia; H. W. 

Tribble, Virginia; C. S.Gardner, South Carolina; A. J. Dickinson, 
Alabama; Q. C. Davis, Maryland; M.J. Breaker, Missouri; J. F. 
Duncan, Texas. 
On Pagan Fields: J. K. Pace, Mississippi; E. A. Taylor, Tennessee; 

J. T. Bothwell, Georgia; E. H. Swem, District of Columbia-, T. M. 
Calloway, Alabama; J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky; L. W . Wright. 
Indian Territory. 
On Finances Foreign Board: J. H. Gambrell, Georgia; W . S. Wilsoni 
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Kentucky; T.N. Compton, Louisiana; L. R. Milboume, Maryland. 
A. C. Mason, Mississippi; C. B. Justice, North Carolina. 

37. The interests of the Home Board being under con­

sideration, the Convention was first addressed by C. T. Wal­

ker, a colored minister of Georgia, and by representatives of 

the work of the Board, as follows : S. M. Provence, Flor­

ida; E. O. Ware, Louisiana; J. P. Eagle, Arkansas; L. 

W . Wright, Indian Territory; J. H. Manis, Indian Terri­

tory ; A. V. Rowe, Mississippi; J. N. Prestridge, Ken­

tucky ; A. J. Holt, Tennessee; J. S. Felix, North Caro­

lina; J. E. White, North Carolina; W m . Ellyson, Vir­

ginia ; and Henry McDonald, Georgia. 

38. A final report was made from the Committee of 

Order of Business, outlining the work for the remainder of 

the time. 

39. S. C. Clopton, Maryland, from the Committee to 

nominate brethren to fiil vacancies in the Board of Trus­

tees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, re­

ported as follows, and it was adopted : 

Your Committee on the vacancies in the Board of Trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary recommend the nomination of 
the following brethren to that Board from whom it may "elect one for 
each of the vacancies: 
For the vacancy in the Georgia membership, created by the removal 

of brother J. B. Gambrell to Texas, we suggest the names of brethren 
W. W. Landrum, of Atlanta; Lansing Burrows, of Augusta; J. L. 
White, of Macon. 
For the vacancy in the Georgia membership, created by the'failure of 

brother J. M. Brown to attend three consecutive meetings, we suggest 
the names of brethren J. G. Gibson, of Atlanta; E. L. Connally, of 
Atlanta ; B. D. Ragsdale, Conyers. 
For the vacancy in the North Carolina membership, created by the 

death of brother T. H. Pritchard, we suggest the names of brethren 
H. A. Brown, of Winston, J. H. Tucker, of Asheville; W. R. Oliver, 
of Wilmington. 
For the vacancy in the South Carolina membership, caused by the 

failure of brother T. P. Smith to attend three successive meetings, we 
suggest the names of brethren J. H. Montgomery, of Spartanburg ; 
D. M. Ramsey, Charleston; C. S. Gardner, Greenville. 
For the vacancy in the Virginia membership, caused by the removal 
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of brother W. W . Landrum to Georgia, we suggest the names or. 

brethren, Charles H. Ryland, of Richmond; A. B. Woodfin, of Hamp­

ton ; H. W. Battle, of Petersburg. 
For the new member from Maryland, on the basis of the $10,000 

given by brother Joshua Levering to erect the gymnasium, we suggest 
the names of brethren J. Appleton Wilson, of Baltimore; L. R. Mil-

bourne, of Rockville; J. W . Millard, of Baltimore. 

Respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL C. CLOPTON, 

M. L. WOOD, 

JOHN D. HUNDLEY,. 

S. W. MELTON, 

J. W. CARTER, 

W. T. DERIEUX, 

W. F. ABBOTT, 

J. D. CHAPMAN, 

N. B. BROUGHTON. 

40. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 
A. B. Campbell, Alabama. 

• ^ 

SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 

41. The Convention met and was led in prayer by M. D., 
Early, Tennessee. 

42. A. P. Montague, District of Columbia, from the 
committee, read 

THE REPORT OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD. 
To the Southern Baptist Convention: 

Your Committee on the Report of the Sunday-school Board respect­
fully state that they have carefully examined the report, conferred with 
the Secretary of the Board concerning the matters contained therein, 
and earnestly considered the general plans and work of the Board. 
I. They recommend first that the Convention give its cordial approval 

to the requests of the Board that the denomination contribute money for-
the distribution of Bibles among those who are unable to purchase 
them, and that the Convention indorse the publication of Testaments 
and Bibles recently issued with the imprint of the Convention. 

II. W e most heartily indorse the action of the Board in sending val­
uable assistance to our colored brethren. 

III. W e recommend that the purchase of house No. 167 North Cherry 
street, Nashville, Tenn., he approved, and that the Convention direct. 
that this property, now held by the Secretary of the Board as trustee, be 
transferred to the Sunday-school Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
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tion as a corporation, and that such legal action as may be necessary for 
making and confirming this transfer be taken. 

IV. W e call especial attention to the following statements in the re­
port of the Board concerning the improvements of our Sunday-schools : 
*' The only, or rather, the main method of helping the Board in their 
work, is in supplying the Sunday-schools with the perodicals which are 
owned and controlled by the Convention, and which, besides other 
things, make prominent the missionary interests of the Convention." 

V. W e further recommend that the Convention advise reductions in 
the prices of publications if, in the judgment of the Board, such reduc­
tions may be made without detriment to the interests of the Board. 

V I . That the other enterprises of the Board, to wit: the observance 
of Missionary Day, the introduction of the H o m e Department, and the 
auxiliary work of the Woman's Missionary Union receive the unquali­
fied sanction of the Convention. 

In conclusion, your committee congratulate the Southern Baptist Con­
vention upon the thorough and successful service of the Sunday-school 
Board, and especially upon the efficient labors of its Secretary, whose 
admirable business management has achieved such marked success. It 
is impossible to overestimate the importance of this work, the object of 
which is not only to bring the young of our land under the influence of 
Christian teaching and thus advance the cause of our Master, but also 
to place in destitute and desolate homes the Book which tells the story 
of Calvary and points the way to fellowship with Jesus. 

W. J. NORTHEN, 

W. C. TTREE, 

D. I. PURSER, 

0. H. NASH, 

T. S. POTTS, 

A. P. MONTAGUE, 

L. R. THORNHILT.. 

The report was spoken to by W . J. Northen, Georgia; 
J. M. Robertson, Texas; W . E. Hatcher, Virginia ; J. C. 
Hiden, Virginia ; N. B. Broughton, North Carolina; J. S. 
Felix, North Carolina ; and J. M. Frost, Tennnessee. The 

report was then adopted. 
43. A communication from the North Pacific Coast 

Baptist Convention having been received, was referred to 

a committee consisting of T. P. Bell, Georgia; W . W . 
Landruna, Georgia; and W . L. Brown, South Carolina. 

44. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by 

R. B„ Headden, Georgia. 
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SECOND D A Y — E V E N I N G SESSION. 

45. At 8 o'clock the Convention was called to order by 
W . J. Northen, one of the vice-presidents. Prayer was 

offered by J. L. Gross, Georgia. 

46. The order of the evening being a consideration of 

the interests of the H o m e Mission Board, addresses were 
made by J. V. Cova, one of the Cuban missionaries ; J. B. 
Gambrell, Texas, and R. A. Venable, Mississippi. 

47. The following, offered by T. M. Callaway, Alabama, 
was adopted: 

W H E R E A S , Brother T. H. Stout, a delegate to this Convention from 

Georgia, was on yesterday called home on account of the death of his 
wife, 
Be it resolved, That the sympathies of this body be extended him in 

his sad bereavement. 

48. The Convention adjourned, after the benediction by 
F. H. Kerfoot, Kentucky. 

THIRD DAY—THE SABBATH. 

49. Various churches in the city of Wilmington and its 
vicinity were supplied by brethren in attendance upon the 
Convention. 

FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 

WILMINGTON, N. C, May 10, 1897. 

50. The Convention reassembled at 9 o'clock, and was 
called to order by the President. Geo. F. Bagby, Vir­
ginia, led in prayer. 

51. The Journal was read and confirmed. 

52. Lemuel Moss, President of the American Baptist 
Historical Society, was introduced and addressed the Con­
vention. 
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53. B. F. Riley, Georgia, offered the following resolu­
tion, which was adopted : 

WHEREAS, The American Baptist Historical Society holds important 
and peculiar relations to the entire denomination throughout the world, 
and 

W H E R E A S , It is seeking to secure and to preserve every kind of ma­
terial pertaining to the Baptists, from the beginning through every 
stage and vicissitude of their career; and 

W H E R E A S , It wishes to be in readiness to gather all such material for 
all time to come, that the activities and achievements of God's people 
may be worthily cared for and made known; therefore 
Resolved, That this matter appeals to Southern Baptists in their con­

stantly increasing regard for all that pertains to educational, spiritual, 
and missionary advancement. 
Resolved, That we commend the American Baptist Historical Society 

to our churches, and to our entire membership, that it may have a place 
in our thoughts and plans beside our other great agencies, in order that 
it may be helped, not only to the small amount of money for which it 
asks, but that there m a y be sent to it sketches of State history, associa­
tional history, personal biography and, indeed, everything which will 
in any form, illustrate the past and present of our people, in its begin­
nings and throughout its trials, struggles, and triumphs. 

54. T. P. Bell, Georgia, from the special committee ap­
pointed to consider a communication from the North Pa­
cific Coast Baptist Convention, presented the following re­
port, which was adopted: 
The committee to w h o m was referred the communication from the 

Mission Board of the North Pacific Coast Convention beg leave to report: 
1. The communication contains an appeal to the Convention to inter­

fere by mediation and otherwise in a strife that has arisen between 
brethren of different views of church policy and action, which strife af­
fects the missionary plans and policies of the American Baptist H o m e 
Mission Society in a territory in which this Convention has never had 
any missions. 

2. On inquiry we find that though the North Pacific Coast Conven­
tion has contributed some money to the mission work of this Conven­
tion, it has not done so in such amount or manner as to entitle it to rep­
resentation in the body and so it cannot claim our action on the ground 
of being a part of the Convention, or its work being a part of the Con­

vention's work. 
3. Apart from this consideration, w e do not deem it within the prov­

ince of this Convention to in any manner, interfere in the local conten-
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tions as to doctrine and policy of other Baptist bodies, whether connected 

with it originally or not. 
W e recommend that the Convention respectfully decline the request 

of the North Pacific Coast Convention, while at the same time we ex­
tend to them our loving sympathy in their struggle for what tbey be­

lieve to be right and truth, and pray for them and those with whom 
they contend, that the Spirit of God may lead them all into peace and 

harmony with the truth. 
Respectfully smbmitted, 

T. P. BELL. 

W. W. LANDRUM, 

W. L. BROWN, 

Committee. 
55. On motion of W . W . Landrum, Georgia, it was 
Resolved, That Lansing Burrows be continued as Statistical Secretary 

and that the Sunday-school Board and the Statistical Secretary be in­

structed to co-operate in the work assigned the former in every way 
mutually agreed upon for gathering and systematizing the statistics of 
the Convention and related bodies. 

56. M. B. Wharton, Virginia, presented the report of 
the Committee on 

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT CONVENTION. 

WILMINGTON, N. C, May 10, 1897. 

The Committee on Time, Place and Preacher of the Next Convention 
report that they unanimously recommend Friday before the second 
Lord's day in May next as the time, Norfolk, Va., as the place, and Rev. 
B. L. Whitman, D.D., of the District of Columbia, as the preacher, with 
Rev. J. J. Taylor, D.D., of Alabama, as alternate. 

In response to the request of the Southern Baptist Educational Con­
ference, we recommend that the American Baptist Education Society 
be invited to meet with us at our next session, and that the day before 
the Convention be the time devoted to their meeting. 

M. B. W H A R T O N , Virginia. 

M. E. BROADDUS, Tennessee. 

L. D. GEIGER, Florida. 

W . P. H A R V E Y , Kentucky. 

W . B. OLIVER, North Carolina. 
W. R. MAXWELL, Texas. 

B. D. RAGSDALE, Georgia. 

After remarks by M. B. Wharton, Virginia, M. E. 
Broadus, Tennessee, T. H. Ellett, Virginia, and J. J. Hall, 
Virginia, a proposition to insert Bristol, Tennessee, as the 
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place, was not agreed to—ayes 109, noes not counted; 
and the report was adopted. 

57. J. O. Rust, Tennessee, presented the following 
report on 

WOMAN'S WORK. 
The Woman's Missionary Union, under the supervision of the three 

boards of the Convention, has its substantial vindication in solid facts. 

The financial exhibit of the Union is encouraging. In nine years it 

has raised for missions the immense sum of $410,565.72. During the 

first year $30,773.69 were raised. Last year the Union returned to the 

Home Board $29,931.31, and to the Foreign Mission Board $23,476.33, 

making a total of $53,407.64. It is to be noted that about one-sixth of 

our foreign mission and about one-third of home mission receipts come 

through the Woman's Union. Nor is this all of the financial aid that 

•comes to the Boards from the Union, for sometimes funds are sent direct 

to the Secretaries which are the returns of the Union's work. It is to 

be further noted that this is an inexpensive agency for the collection 

•of funds. There are no salaried officers, and the cost to the three Con­

ventional Boards last year was only $1,855.66, expended for printing, 

itype-writing, postage, stationery, expressage, etc. 

But the Union is something more than a collecting agency. It does a 

distinct and needed work. Actual cash comes in from its efforts. The 

•Christmas offerings for foreign missions last year were $3,708; and 343 

boxes of supplies were sent to frontier missionaries, valued at $19,090.26. 

Word comes back sometimes that missionaries could not stay at their 

posts but for the aid of these boxes. The sum of all these Christmas 

offerings is the magnificent total of $35,677, and for these boxes, an 

estimated valuation, all told, of $83,937.31. In addition to these special 

nids to the H o m e and Foreign Boards, the Union is particularly sympa­

thetic to the two new departments of work of the Sunday-school Board, 

Bible Distribution and the Home Department. In the very nature of 

the work committed to the Union, it has peculiar advantages in pressing 

the distribution of Bibles and encouraging Sunday-school work in the 

homes of the people. Thus in many special ways the Boards profit by 

•the labors of the Union. 

The literary work of the Union is large and far-reaching in influence 

Last year nearly 10,000 letters were written, 125,000 leaflets and pam­

phlets distributed, and there were sent out 67,230 Christmas envelopes, 

22,253 mission cards, 41,032 mite barrels and 3,040 papers. Besides this 

data is carefully gathered and sent to colaborers in different States to 

be edited for the State papers; nine pages of the Foreign Mission Journal 

are supplied ; one and a half pages of Kind Words are filled ; and in 

many other ways the Union is a bureau for the distribution of mis" 

sionary information. 
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The Union is also doing a valuable work among our foreign popula­

tion. For instance Miss Buhlmaier, who works among the Germans, 

conducts three industrial schools in Baltimore and one in Washington. 

There are also two of these schools in Louisville under the care of Mrs. 

Ritzmann. Other populations will be looked after as the work pro­

gresses. The Union has a distinct idea as to work among the colored 

people, and that is an unpaid personal ministry to them. For instance 

in Baltimore there are five industrial schools ; and an effort is being 

made to get ladies to care for their servants and form missionary societies 

among the colored people to get them to send out their own missionaries. 

From these labors there come frequent conversions and valuable returns 

to Sunday-school and church attendance. 

The Convention is well acquainted with the methods of organization 

of the Union. The Executive Committee is located in Baltimore. 

Each State is to have a General Committee, each church a local society, 

and thus the women of the South will be drawn into active co operation 

with all phases of the work. These noble ladies labor so quietly and 

earnestly and fruitfully, that every true Baptist should accord them a 

prayerful sympathy and a practical, cheerful helpfulness. 

J. O. R U S T , Tennessee. 

G I L B E R T D O B B S , Virginia. 

J. H. E A T O N , Kentucky. 

The report was spoken to by J. O. Rust, Tennessee; M. 

B. Wharton, Virginia; J. M. Frost, Tennessee; M. Vann, 

fraternal messenger from the American National Baptist 

Convention (colored), and the report was adopted. 

58. A cablegram from the church at Rio, Brazil, was 

read, citing Matthew 9:36-38. 

59. The report of the Committee on 

FINANCES OF THE FOREIGN BOARD 

was read by J. H. Gambrell, Georgia, as follows : 

A careful examination of the report submitted by the Foreign Mis­

sion Board reveals a very pleasing and marked improvement in its 

financial condition. It is a matter for profound gratitude to God that 

most of the debt brought over from last year was liquidated before this 

body convened, and the remainder provided for in a satisfactory way. 

This result is clearly due to the following facts: 

1. A larger number of churches and individuals are giving to mis­

sions than heretofore. 

2. Churches and individuals are abounding more and more in the 

grace of liberality. 
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3. The divine rule respecting systematic giving is being more gener. 
ally adhered to by the churches and individuals. 

4. More than ever, perhaps, people are giving for Christ's sake, and 

of abounding love for him and deep reverence for his authority. 
The past financial difficulties of the Board have not been wholly with­

out good results. These difficulties have served to emphasize 
1. The fact that, except in a technical sense, the Board can have no 

debts, that it is simply the representative and servant of the denomina­
tion or churches that called it into and perpetuates its existence under 
absolute instruction and control. 

2. The fact that the Board can do the work assigned it, only when 
those who control and instruct it furnish the means needed for accom­
plishing the task. 

3. That the debt of a denomination is the debt of every member of 
that denomination and is as undesirable and hurtful as the private debts 
of individuals. 

4. That the only way to keep out of debt is to pay bills when due, 
and in order to do this it is the duty of all concerned to see that the 
money is in the treasury before pay-day. 

The management of the Board's financial affairs has, we believe, been 
wise, conservative and economical. W e do not believe a more business, 
like, economical method of missionary enterprise could be devised. The 
Board, as a body of business men, merits the confidence and prayerful 
co-operation of all Southern Baptists. 

W e desire to emphasize with all possible earnestness the following : 
1. Let our pastors plan for more general, systematic giving in their 

churches. Let there be no cessation of effort until every member of 
every church is a scriptural contributor to the evangelization of the 
world. Baptists need to understand that the duty to give is as binding 
as the duty to be baptized, and can be ignored with as little impunity. 

2. Let pastors urge their people to give for Christ's sake, and em­
phasize his rightful authority over the purses as well as the hearts of his 

people. 
The defect that most hurts our churches and involves them in debt is 

their failure to observe the divine rule as to the time and measure of 
giving. This rule will prove the panacea for all our financial ills. The 
divine plan for doing anything is infinitely the best, safest plan for every 
church and individual to work by. The only hope we can reasonably 
have of keeping out of debt is to work by God's plan. This plan will 
each month put into the treasury the amount needed to meet expenses.. 

N o other plan will do it. J. H. G A M B R E L L , 
W. C. FRILEY, 

F. N. COMPTON, 

L. R. MILLBOURNE_ 
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60. J. K. Pace of Mississippi, read the following report 

of the Committee on 

P A G A N FIELDS. 

Your Committee on Pagan Fields desire to report as follows: 

In the study of our mission work in Pagan fields we are amazed that 

so much has been done with the small amount of money expended and 

by the few workers employed. Our missionaries are aiming, with a good 

degree of success, to establish churches upon a self-supporting basis, 

Money is liberally contributed, according to ability, by the native Chris­

tians, not only for school and church expenses, but also for missions. 

The devotion and unselfishness of these Christians, so recently converted 

from Paganism, should move us, who live in this favored land, to make 

suitable offering of our means to the cause of our lord. 

The experience of China in the war with Japan makes her more anx­

ious than ever to learn Western civilization, and hence to not merely 

endure, but to listen attentively to our missionaries. This desire of the 

Chinese gives the missionaries abundant opportunity to preach the gos­

pel. 

In the South-China Mission there is a school for the training of the 

native young preachers, under the direction of the saintly and scholarly 

Dr. Graves, which is yielding good fruit. "The Baptist Academy oi 

Canton " is in a flourishing condition. The Central-China Mission has 

Tjeen encouraged and strengthened by the return to the field of Bro. T. 

C. Britton of North Carolina, the Yates Memorial missionary. In this 

mission Bro. R. T. Bryan is teaching weekly a theological class in which 

deep interest is manifested. With better trained preachers the prospect 

of more efficient work is constantly brightening. 

In the North-China Missson special attention is called to the schools 

established and sustained by the native Christians, to the erection of a 

;good house of worship under the leadership of Dr. Hartwell, and the 

far-reaching medical work done by Dr. and Mrs. Randle. A summary 

of the work in China is as follows : Twenty churches, thirty seven out­

stations, thirty-nine missionaries, seven ordained and thirty-six unor­

dained native helpers. One hundred and sixty-seven were baptized 

during the year, making a total membership of 1,364, who contributed 
$1,793. 

N o mission field is more difficult of cultivation than Japan; but the 

obstructions are being removed and success will crown the efforts of the 

faithful Walne, Maynard, McCollum, and their wives. There is great 

need of other workers. In Japan we have one church, five out-stations, 

six missionaries, one ordained and three unordained native helpers. 

During the year eight were baptized making the present membership 

forty-eight, whose contributions were $48. 

In Africa one of the great drawbacks to our work is the climate. 
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Very few white persons are able to endure long the deadly malaria. 
Your committee would urge upon the Baptists of the South the impor­
tance of impressing upon our colored brethren the duty of going as 
missionaries to the land of their ancestors. By origin and constitution, 
they are better prepared to stand long periods of service in that field. 
W e regret that our Brother Pinnock is compelled to be temporarily ab­
sent from his field,.because of the continued poor health of his wife. 

During the year one native preacher has died. But notwithstanding the 
many difficulties, theShrethren are encouraged in their work. In Africa 
we have six churches, two out-stations, seven missionaries, one ordained 
and six unordained native helpers. Twenty-nine were baptized during 
the year, making a total membership of two hundred and eighty-four, 
whose contributions aggregate $393.00. 

Some suggestions : Brother McCloy and his wife are now in this coun­
try because means have been wanting to enable them to return. Others 
are ready to go, but the late distressing debt has prevented the Board 
from sending them. However, with the debt provided for by the splen­
did action of this Convention, the prospect is good for a forward move­
ment along all lines of our foreign mission work. 

J. K. PACE, 

E. A. TAYLOR, 

JAS. T. BOTHWELL, 

L. W. WRIGHT, 

E. HEZ SWEM. 

61. J. L. Gross, Georgia, presented the report of the 
Committee on 

P A P A L FIELDS. 

Your Committee on Papal Fields beg leave to report as follows: 
" M y word shall not return unto m e void," said the Lord of all the 

.earth centuries before R o m e or Romanism was ever heard of, and this 
faith-inspiring promise remains true amid the most discouraging cir­
cumstances. 

Indeed the word of God is so "quick and powerful" that when ac­
companied by the opening power of the Holy Spirit it finds entrance 
and brings salvation into human hearts, even though they are bolted 
and barred by the densest superstition and idolatry. 

Notwithstanding the many difficulties to be overcome in Papal fields 
before converts can be brought to open acknowledgment of salvation 
through Christ alone, yet your^committee is highly gratified to be able 
to report that the blessings of God liave richly rested on the labors of 
our faithful missionaries during the last conventional year. 

Our work in Papal lands embraces three fields. 

ITALY.. 

In this priest-ridden land, under the very shadow of the Vatican, 
although two of our evangelists have passed, away and others are-
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greatly disabled, still there has been an increase of ninety-three, nearly 
twenty per cent, increase over last year, by baptism, making a total 

membership of 490, with 21 churches and $800 00 contributed. 

BRAZIL. 

While the baptisms are slightly less than they were last year, yet, 
considering the many disadvantages, the progress is really gratifying. 

There is much evidence that the people are getting prepared to receive 
the pure gospel. Opposition may always be looked for, but is becoming 

more tolerant and respectful, and the people are finding it easier to 

throw off the shackles. 
In this field there has been an increase of 251, making a total mem­

bership of 1,022 in 18 churches, which have contributed $3,010.00. 

MEXICO. 

While there has been no great movement in this field, yet the good 
work and thorough preparation for a general advance is one of the best 
possible indications that our work in this field is in wise hands and is 
making rapid strides in substantial progress. 

It is pleasing to note that in the schools for girls, established and sus­
tained by the sacrifice and devotion of our women, there has been quite 
a number of baptisms. 
The revival and extra efforts of Romanism in this field in the last 

ten years, which has somewhat hindered our work, ought to cause us to 
send in more men and expend more money rather than be discouraged. 

In this field we have 29 churches and 1,116 members, of whom 112 
were baptized during the last year. Contribution $614.00. 
In all the Papal fields: Churches, 58; out-stations 97; baptisms las 

year, 453; total membership, 2,628; total contributions, $4,424. 

One pleasing sign of advancement in all the fields is the growing idea 
of self-support. 
The fact that the Board was compelled to withhold money in some 

instances has served to arouse praiseworthy effort in the line of self-sup­
port. 

In one place, at least, the people work at night to secure means to 
further the Master's kingdom. 

In conclusion your committee modestly, but respectfully, suggests that 
while we think the reckless expenditure of money and unwise incurring 
debt are exceedingly harmful, yet in view of the great need of these 
fields, new forces ought to be returned and sent in just as rapidly as the 
Board can secure the means. 
Respectfully submitted. 

J. L. GROSS, 

Q. C. DAVIS, 

M A N L Y J. BREAKER, 

H. W. TRIBBLE, 

C. S. GARDNER. 
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62. The three reports being before the Convention were 

spoken to by J. K. Pace, Mississippi; H. A. Tupper, Jr., 

Maryland; C. H. Winston, Virginia; E. F. Tatum, China; 

R. J. Willingham, Virginia; L. G. Broughton, Virginia ; 

and further discussion was postponed to the afternoon 

session. 

63. W . J. E. Cox, Maryland, by unanimous consent 

presented the following, which was adopted, on 

REPORTS OF VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE BOARDS. 

Reports of Vice-Presidents of the Home and Foreign Boards sub­
mitted to your committee are as follows : 

FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

E. B. Miller, Arkansas.—Interest in Foreign Missions deepening and 

widening slowly. Some churches made their first contributions during 

the past year. A visit from Assistant Secretary A. J. Barton did much 

good. The subject has been kept prominently before the people by the 

State papers, personal correspondence and general distribution of litera­

ture. Much has been accomplished by the Woman's Central Committee 

of the State. 

J. L. Gross, Georgia.—Our State Board looks diligently after the work 

of Foreign and H o m e as well as State Missions. At our recent State 

Convention a resolution, seemingly inspired by the Holy Spirit, to raise 

during the month of April five thousand dollars each for our H o m e and 

Foreign Boards was unanimously adopted. Under the blessing of God 

the pledge has been, perhaps, more than redeemed. A great deal of 

missionary literature and Foreign Mission Journals have been distributed 

and many letters and circulars sent out. 

C. W. Tomkies, Louisiana.—The State Mission Board has under its 

supervision all mission work. The Vice-President visited the State 

Convention and nine associations at his own expense, secured contribu­

tions, took pledges, distributed literature, secured 108 subscribers to the 

Foreign Mission Journal while traveling over the State. The work has 

been kept prominently before the Baptists of the State. Much has been 

done without any expense to the Board. 

Joshua Levering, Maryland.—State organization not organically con­

nected with Foreign Mission Board but works in hearty sympathy and 

co-operation. Contributions from the churches are secured by personal 

influence and appeals as opportunity is offered. The Journal is largely 

circulated among the churches. 

/. K. Pace, Mississippi.—Relation between Foreign Mission Board and 
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State organization fraternal and cordial. Vice-President of the Board! 
is a member of the State Convention Board. Written many personal 
letters, visited associations and churches. Secretary of the State Con­
vention has rendered valuable help, as have many pastors. Tracts and 
Journals have been sent out. Woman's Central Committee has been 
very helpful. The State gave more to the Board than ever before. 

B. G. Tutt, Missouri—Work of Foreign Missions in the hands of a. 
Board appointed by the General Association, and contributions divided 
between Richmond and Boston at a ratio of four to one. The Corre­
sponding Secretary, Brother M . J. Breaker, sends out many letters, and 
visits as many churches as he can. The distribution of literature is 
done chiefly through the Corresponding Secretary. 

L. Johnson, North Carolina.—Relations between State and Foreign 
Boards pleasant and harmonions. Circular letters have been sent out,. 
use has been made of the columns of our State paper, and mission tracts 
have been widely scattered. Mission Institutes have been held in differ­
ent parts of the State, in which our State Secretary and the editor of the 
Recorder were the moving spirits. Other brethren rendered valuable 
service. 

E. E. Bomar, South Carolina.—Many tracts have been distributed and 
letters written to pastors and others, all without expense to the Board. 
Some effort was made to increase the circulation of the Journal. The 
Secretary of State Missions has no official connection with H o m e or 
Foreign Missions, but his work is always in active sympathy with ours. 
The glory of our work is the co-operation of the pastors; its bane is 
procrastination and want of system. 

/. H. Snow, Tennessee.—Relation between State and Foreign Boards 
entirely harmonious. Money collected and transmitted without expense 
to Foreign Board. Journals have been distributed and tracts furnished 
to the best advantage possible. 

A. E. Owen, Virginal.—The Vice-President of the Convention Board 
is Corresponding Secretary of the State Board. General Association 
in happy accord with the Convention. The Vice-President attends as 
many District Associations as possible, and presents the cause of each. 
Letters and addresses are published in the religious newspapers. For­
eign Mission Journal is widely distributed and tracts are used with suc­
cess. 

J. M. Carr oil, Texas.— The State organization represents the Foreign 
Mission Board in the State in collections. Appeals are made through 
papers, by circulars, by addresses. Tracts and missionary papers are 
widely distributed. 
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W. C. Taylor, Kentucky.—The State Mission Board is charged by the 

General Association to urge upon the churches frequent contributions; 

at all gatherings of brethren the cause is personally furthered; 75 

Foreign Mission Journal per month are distributed free, and 7,000 mission 
circulars have been sent out. 

HOME MISSIONS. 

B. D. Gray, Alabama.—Churches, associations, and conventions visit­

ed, tracts and pamphlets distributed, special efforts made to enlist W o ­

man's Mission Societies and Young People's Unions. The Baptists of 

Alabama have been burdened with crushing debts on their two col­

leges ; but these have been reduced, the burdens lightened, and there is 

reason to hope that the gifts to the work of the Home Board will be 

greatly enlarged in the future. 

A. G. McManaway, Arkansas.—The columns of the Baptist and the 

Review used freely. Associations visited in person and by proxy. Ex­

tensive correspondence with pastors and others in behalf of H o m e Mis­

sions. Too little water at one time and too much at another have made 

it difficult to collect money for missions this year. 

J. L. White, Georgia.—Increased contributions over last year $3,-

115.23. Pastors are co-operating with the Board. Confidently expect a 

larger increase the ensuing year. 

Curtis Lee Laws, Maryland.—Literature distributed, appeals made 

through State paper, letters sent to every pastor in the State and to 

many laymen. Special attention called to the large unevangelized for­

eign population in Baltimore. 

T. J. Bailey, Mississippi.—More money given to Home Missions this 

year than any former year, and this is gratifytng in view of the over­

flow of the Mississippi. More than 500 letters written containing H o m e 

Mission literature. Associations visited and more churches giving than 

ever before. 

C. S. Blackwell, North Carolina.—About one-half of the 1,400 white 

Baptist churches have contributed. This is an improvement. The N e w 

Era Institute work highly successful. Many colored preachers have 

attended and a marked improvement is noticeable among them. 

R. W. Sanders, South Carolina.—Tracts distributed and wide circula­

tion given to the last report of the Board. Extensive newspaper cor­

respondence, private correspondence, appeals made to associations,.. 

churches and mission societies. The'week of self-denial was observed 

by the women in some sections of the State. 

M. D. Jeffries, Tennessee.—Three hundred letters sent, articles written 

for State paper and efforts made to secure representation at associations. 

D. I. Purser, Louisiana.—Appeals made and articles written for the 

papers giving information about the work. Forty-three hundred pages 
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of tracts distributed and 350 letters written. State Board in hearty co­

operation with Home Board. Drought and flood have greatly hindered 

contributions. Hope to improve in the future. 

W. P. Harvey, Kentucky.—Tracts distributed, associations visited, the 

Western Recorder used freely and every effort possible made to advance 

the interests of Home Missions. 
W . J. E. Cox, Chairman, Maryland. 

B. F. R I L E Y , Georgia. 

E. S. A L D E R M A N , Kentucky. 

H. A.' B R O W N , North Carolina. 

J. S. DILL, Virginia. 

VV. C. G O L D E N , Tennessee. 

J. H. P E A Y , Arkansas. 

64. The Committee on Nominations, reported through 

A. M. Simms, North Carolina, the new Boards, which 

appear at the beginning of these Proceedings. 

65. On motion of T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, In view of action by the Convention in the past; which 

limited the Foreign Mission Board in negotiating with regard to the 

employment of missionaries and the assignment of fields, the Board be 

free to use its best judgment in these matters. 

66. A Committee on Obituaries was ordered to be ap­

pointed ; it was made to consist of T. T. Eaton, Ken­

tucky; George Cooper, Virginia; C. L. Laws, Maryland; 

J. J. Taylor, Alabama. 

67. W . C. Bledsoe, Alabama, by unanimous consent 

presented the Report of the Committee on Enrollment, as 

appears in the Roll of Members appended to these Pro­

ceedings. 

68. The Convention then adjourned after prayer by 

J. J. Hall, Virginia. 

FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 

69. The Convention reassembled at 3: 30 P.M. and prayer 

was offered by M. J. Breaker, Missouri. 

70. On motion of J. J. Hall, Virginia, all further 

speeches were limited to ten minutes each. 


