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CONSTITUTION.

We, the delegates from missionary societies, churches and other
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of
the United States, met in convention in the city of Augusta, Geor-
gia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent inten-
tions of our constituents by organizing a plan of eliciting, com-
bining and directing the energies of the whole denomination in
one sacred effort to the propagation of the gospel, agree to the
following rules of fundamental principles: '

Article I. This body shall be styled the “Southern Baptist Con-
vention.”

Art, II. It shall be the design of this Convention to promote
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con-
nected with the Redeemer’s kingdom, and to combine for this
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benevo-
lence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights
of the churches.

Art, I1I. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who con-
tribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing
funds for ithe regular work of the Convention, on the basis of one
delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of the
Boards during the fiscal year, ending the 30th day of April next
preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one representa-
tive from each of the District Associations which co-operate with
this Convention, provided ithat such representative be formally
elected at the annual meeting of his District Association and his
election centified 'to the Secretaries of the Convention, either in
writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes.

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President,
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and
two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting, and
hold their offices until a new election; and the officers of the Con-
vention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the
several Boards.

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as
many Boards of Managers as in its judgment will be necessary for
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earrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to promote—
all of which Boards may continue in office until a new election.
Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, Secre-
taries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other members, seven of
whom, including one or more of the officers, shall form a quorum
for the transaction of business; provided, that any of the Boards
may have the same person to fill the two positions of Correspond-
ing Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board shall be committed,
during the recess of the Convention, the entire management of
all the affairs relating to the objects with whose interest it shall
be charged; all of which management shall be in strict accord-
ance with the constitutional provisions adopted by this Conven-
tion, and such other instructions as may be given from time to
time. Each Board shall have power to make such compensation
to fits Secretaries and Treasurer as it may think right, fill the
vacancies occurring in its own bodies, and enact.its own By-laws.

Art. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts
and disbursements, and make report of them 'to the Convention
whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often as
required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his office,
give competent security to the President of the Board for all the
stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall be open
at all times 'to the inspection of any member of the Convention
and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any of the
treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board from
whose itreasury 'the money is to be drawn, which order shall be
gigned by the presiding officer.

Art. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards
ghall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or pub-
lic bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may require.
Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if any,
shall be kept by them on file. ’

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall
keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other docu-
ments as may be committed to them for the purpose.

Art, IX, All the officers, Boards, Missionaries and Agents ap-
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem-
bers of some regular church in union with the churches compos-
ing this Convention.

Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence
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of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master’s cause, and talents
which fit them for the service for which they offer themselves.

Art. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Convention
shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which their
contributions shall be applied. But when no such specification is
made the Convention will make the appropriation at its own dis-
cretion,

Art. XTI. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but
extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approba-
tion of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attend-
ing delegates shall not be necessary to make a guorum for the
transaction of business. The President, or, in the event of his
death, any of the Vice-Presidents of the Convention, may, at the
request of two of its Boards, postpone or alter the place of meet-
ing of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him inexpedi-
ent to convene at the time or place appointed.

Art. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members
present at any annual meeting of the Convention.



BY-LAWS.

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to
endeavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, combine
and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one sacred
effort for the propagation of the gospel, we adopt the following
By-laws:

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such ex-
ist, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem best,
in both cases providing for the necessary expenses incurred.

2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in-
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating to
their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and otherwise,
as may be found expedient among the mass of the people.

3. That the Committee of the Nomination of New Boards be
instructed to nominate, as Vice-Presidents of Boards, men known
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the contrary,
men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Convention.
These Vice-Presidents shall be expected to co-operate with the
Beards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be
done, and they also shall be expected to present at the next ses-
sion of the Convention a brief report in writing of what they has
been requested to do, and of the way in which they have complied
with these requests, with any suggestions they may have to offer
as to the condition and needs of their respective fields. It shall
be the duty of cach Secretary in due fime to furnish the Vice-
President- of his Board with suitable blanks for such reports, and
to call their attention to this article, and to make any proper
effort to secure the due preparation of these reports. In case any
Vice-President appointed is unable or unwilling to comply with
the requests herein mentioned, it shall be the duty of the Board,
if possgible, to find some person who can, and request him to do
so; and furthermore, the Vice-President for each State shall be
desired, as speedily as possible, to prepare a roll of the associa-
tions, churches, and Sunday-schools in that State, to be used for



10 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION,

the distribution of information, and to ascertain as far as possibie
which of the churches and Sunday-schools are contributing to
the funds of the Board and the annual amounts, and to make sys-
tematic effort each year to increase the number and amount of
such contributions.

4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention
what special efforts they have been able to make toward carrying-
-out the object of these By-laws.

5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards
each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to whom shall
be referred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying
out of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice-Presidents.

6. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con-
vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when
there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if
‘there be no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the
‘Convention.

7. Applause upon the floor of the Convention is out of order, and
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer promptly to suppress
all such demonstration.

8. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority vote
«except on the last day of the Convention.






FRANCIS MARION ELLIS, D.D.,
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PROCEEDINGS.

NorrorLk, Va., May 6, 1898.
1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in its
forty-third session, in the meeting-house of the Freemason
Street Baptist church, and at 10 A. M. was called to order
by Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, the President of the pre-
vious Convention.

2. Devotional exercises were conducted by T. S.
Dunaway, Virginia, which consisted in the singing of the
hymn, “Am I a soldier of the cross,” the reading of
Isaiah 62, and prayer.

3. The roll of representatives was called and the names
of the members enrolled as they appear at the close of this
journal.

4. Jonathan Haralson, Alabama, having been nominated
to be President of the Convention, on motion of T. I. El-
lett, Virginia, the vote of the Convention was cast for him
by one of the Secretaries, and so being chosen assumed the
chair.

5. Various brethren having been nominated to be Vice-
Presidents, the following brethren were appointed to serve
as tellers to ascertain the choice of the Couvention: L. J.
Millbourne, Maryland ; J, H. Carpenter, Georgia; M. A.
Jones, Virginia; C. H. Ryland, Virginia; A.J. Holt,
Tennessee. During the progress of the nominations on
motion of W. E. Hatcher, Virginia, Hamilton H. Hick-
man, Georgia, was elected first Vice- President, the Secreta-
ries having been ordered to cast the ballot.

6. On motion of W. E. Hatcher, Virginia, it was

Ordered, That the three brethren receiving the largest number of
votes be declared the other Vice-Presidents of the Convention.



14 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

7. On motion of T. S. Dunaway, Virginia, the vote of
the Convention was cast by Joshua Levering, Maryland,
for Lansing Burrows, Georgia, and Oliver F. Gregory,
Maryland, to be the Secretaries of the Convention.

8. Joshua Levering, Maryland, presented the following
communication :

To the Southern Baptist Convention :

In their regular order of business the Trustees of the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary appointed a com-
mittee which made the following report, which was adopted :

“Your Committee find from the records the following vacancies :
Missouri, W. R. L. Smith, removed from the State ; Kentucky, W. M.
Pratt, dead; Theodore Harris, resigned; Maryland, H. A. Tupper, re-
moved from the State, We find also that Alabama is entitled to one
additional trustee, by right of new subseriptions of $10,000, since last
adjustment,”

The Committee of the Board was ordered to present this
report on vacancies to the Convention that the body may,
if it wishes, nominate in accordance with the laws of the
Institution, three persons for each vacancy, from the States

where vacancy exists; from these the vacancies will be
filled by the Board.

T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, in accordance with the request,
moved that the request of the General Association of
Kentucky be granted, that the delegates from that State
be appointed to present nominations for the two vacancies
reported from that State on the Board of Trustees of the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

J. W. Jones, Virginia, moved that the usual course be
pursued, and the whole matter be referred to a committee
of one {rom each State entitled to members on the Board
of Trustees.

On motion of J. B. Gambrell, Texas, the matter was
laid on the table for future consideration.
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9. The following was presented by W. J. Northen,
Georgia, and adopted :

WHEREAS, Religious freedom is a principle dear to every true Amer-
ican, and especially to every Baptist; therefore

Resolved, That this Convention respectfully requests the President of
the United States and others in authority, that in the adjustment of the
political affuirs in the island of Cuba, they use evory proper endeavor to
secure equality of religious right to every inhabitant of that island.

It was further moved that a Commission, which was
made to consist of W. E. Hatcher, Virginia; W. J.
Northen, Georgia, and E. W. Stephens, Missouri, present
the foregoing action to the President of the United States;
and the Secretaries were directed to request a similar action
from the representative religious bodies now assembled or
shortly about to assemble.

10. Words of welcome were here spoken on the part of
the Baptists of the city by M. B. Wharton, pastor of the
church where the Convention was assembled; on the part
of the Baptists of the State by A. E. Owen, Moderator of
the General Association of Virginia; and on the part of
the community by Mayor Wyndham R. Mayo. To these
addresses response on the part of the Counvention was
made by G. W. Truett, Texas.

11. The tellers appointed to take the vote for Vice-Pres-
idents reported the selection of the following: C. C.
Slaughter, Texas; Joshua Levering, Maryland; J. T.
Henderson, Tennessee.

12. On motion, it was ordered that the hours of meeting
and adjournment should be from 9:30 .. to 1 P 3:30
to 5:30 P.M.; 8 P.M. to the pleasure of the Convention.

13. A Committee on Order of Business was appointed,
consisting of C. H. Ryland, Virginia ; R. J. Willingham,
Virginia; I. T. Tichenor, Georgia; J. M. Frost, Ten-
nessee ; W. H. Whitsitt, Kentucky.

14, On motion of W. E. Hatcher, Virginia, the matters
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contained in item 8 of this day’s proceedings, were taken
from the table and ordered to be referred to a committee to
be composed of one member from each State represented.

15. On motion of J. B. Gambrell, Texas, it was

Ordered, That distributing and reading newspapers and other litera-
ture on the floor of this Convention during the sessions of the body
shall be considered out of order,

16. The Convention then adjourned after prayer by
R. H. Marsh, North Carolina.

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

"17. The Convention reassembled at 3:30 p. AL, and
was led in prayer by C. C. Cox, Virginia.

18. C. H. Ryland, Virginia, from the Committee, re-
ported, outlining the work of the body for its first two
days, which was adopted, together with the following rules,
which were recommended :

1. That when any item of business provided for in this report shall
be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted to it, the Presi-
dent shall at once call the item next in order.

2, That this order of business may be suspended at any time by a
majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any other ql;es-
tion coming before the Convention, except amendments to its Constitu-
tion, shall be decided by a like vote,

19. An abstract of the report
of the Sunday-school Board was
read by J. M. Frost, Tennessee,
the Corresponding Secretary, and
it was ordered to be referred to
a Committee to report thereon.

20. An abstract of the report
of the Foreign Mission Board
was presented by R. J. Wil-
lingham, Virginia, and also an
abstract of the Treasurer’s Re-
port, which was ordered to be
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referred to Committees on Papal
Fields, Pagan Fields, Finances
and a joint committee on Wo=
men’s Work.

21. An abstract of the report
of the Home Mission Board was
presented by I. T. Tichenor,
Georgia, the Corresponding Sec-
retary, and also the report of the
Treasurer of the Board; and it
was ordered to be referred to

Committees on Georgia Resolu-
tion, Work in Cities, Foreign
Populations including  Cuba,
Frontier Missions, Woman’s
Work, reports of Vice-Presi-
dents and Treasurer’s Report.
22, The report of the Treas-
urer of the Convention was read
and ordered to be printed in the
minutes. (It is Appendix D.)
23. The report of the Statis-
tical Secretary was read, as fol-
lows, and it was ordered to be referred to a special Com-

mittee.

REPORT OF STATISTICAL SECRETARY.

In accordance with the action of the Convention at its last session
especial attention has been given to the gathering of the denominationai
statistics, within the bounds of the Convention’sterritory. The tables
submitted contain the figures as expressed in 681 Associational minutes
for 1897, which have beén gathered, out of a possible 704, Of these
missing Associations, three held no meeting in 1897, and of the remain-
ing 20, the Associations were smalland isolated, and could not materially
alter the results,

The gathering of these Associational minutes has been attended by a
great amount of labor, involving an extended and laborious correspon-
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dence, which might be considerably lessened if a more active co-opera-
tion could be obtained with the clerks of these bodies, Where that co-
operation was not available, however, brethren having been appealed
to, came to the help of the work, with the results as noted,

The tables show an accurate statement of the progrese of the denom-
ination in ourterritory as submitted to the various meetings in the year
1897, They contain the number of churches, 18,922, with baptisms
reported, 98 984; their aggregate membership, 1,568,906, with the nen-
reporting churches supplied from their previous year's reports; their
Sunday-schools, 9,770, with the enrollments thereof, 611,612; the value
of the church property, $18,681,227, and the contributions shown by the
minutes for chureh expenditures for home purposes, and contributions
for Miesions, and other benevolence, a total of $2,895 079.66, Supple-
mentary tables show the especial additions and diminutions as these foot
up in the various States.

In addition, it was thought wise to publish a ligt of the brethren en-
gaged in the pastoral work in our territory. Since this list has been
strictly held down to those holding pastoral relations, it has, of course,
eliminated a large number engaged in other denominational relations,
because it was difficult to draw the line between those in the pastorate
and those not so employed, however useful their work and honorable
their calling, The list was made for its value in correspondence relative
to the great work in which the Convention is engaged. In some in-
stances, where the postal addresses were omitted in the minutes, or ad-
dresees given which the United States Postal Guide shows to be erroneous,
nothing could be done at this time, but to dispense with such names, in
the hope that this course would lead to correction in the future, It would
unnecessarily encumber the list with names which could be of no possi-
ble utility in the aim eought for.

The expense of initiating this extended work with amplified tables
and of appending so many pagesto the usual publication of the Conven-
tioniz larger than will occur for some yeais yet tocome, inasmuch
aethere are now on hand a supply of the necessary blanks purposely or-
dered to cover the requirements of several years, The Sunday-gchool
Board, construing the resolution on this subject of lust year as a direc-
tion, has offured to bear this additional expense, which, with the cost of
additional publication, will amount to about §75. They stand ready to
obey the direction of the Convention if they are directed to assume .this
expense. No expense of editing or preparing for publication has been
incurred. The items of expenditure relate solely to the preparation of
guitable blanks, the extended postage required in comm unicuting with
brethren in the various Associations and an estimate of $50 for the
creased composition and press work in the publication,

in-

It is recommended that the style or title of the usual publication is-
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sued by the Convention, should be changed to “ The Convention An-
nual.”  Also, that it be continued to be issued for gratuitous distribution
-among our people. Respectfully submitted,
LaxsiNG BUurrows,
Statistical Secretary.

24. Visiting brethren and a number of missionaries of
the Boards were introduced and welcomed by the Conven-
tion.

25. The following communication was presented and
cordered to be printed in the minutes.

To the Southern Baptist Convention:

The students of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary send you
cordial greetings. “ We also * * # do not cease to pray and make re-
-quest for you, that ye may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord unto
all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in knowl-
-edge of God” (Col, 1:9, 10 ),

H. W. ProvENCE,
T. B. Rav,
Committee,

S. M. Provence was authorized to make appropriate
reply.

26. The following Committees appointed by the Presi-
dent were announced.

On Papal Fields: C. G. Jones, Kentucky; W, A. Hobson, Alabama;
.J M Anderson, Tennessee; J. B. Riddle, Texas; J. G. Hunt, Missis-
sgippi; J. C. Porter, Florida; R. R, Overby, North Carolina,

On Pagan Fields: N, R, Pittman, Missouri; M. L, Woods, Virginia;
H. W Virgin, Louisiana; C. W, Strickland, Arkansas; C, C. Meador,
District Columbia ; Weston Bruner, Maryland; L. L. Lusk, Texas,

On Finances, Foreign Board : J. T, Bothwell, Georgia; J. R, Ed-
monds, Maryland, 8. M, Yeatman, District of Columbia; J. C, Strat-
ford, Alabama; N, L. Shaw, North Carolina; Wilton Thruston, Vir-
.ginia; A, C, Avery, Missouri.

On Woman's Work : Carter H, Jones, Kentucky; Curtis L, Laws,
Maryland; J. H. Boldridge, South Carolina; J. S, Geiger, Florida;
A, M, Vardeman, Louisiana; Chas, Jacobs, Mississippi; J. L. Ward,
‘Texas,
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On Sunday School Board Report: G. W. Truett, Texas; 0, L, Martin,
South Carolina; E, V. Baldy, Kentucky; J. K. Pace, Mississippi; R.
Van Deventer, Georgia,

On Statistical Report : 1. J. Van Ness, Georgia; E. E. Folk, Tennes-
see; J. Wm, Jones, Virginia; J. B. Searcy, Mississippi; G. W. Gard~
ner, South Carolina,

27. The Convention then adjourned after prayer by

G. A. Lofton, Tennessee.

FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION.

28. At 8 p, M. the Convention assembled in the Acad-
emy of Music, Vice-President Henderson in the chair.

29. Devotional exercises were conducted by J. B. Cran-
fill, Texas, and Malcolm MacGregor, Georgia, after which
the annual sermon was preached by B. L. Whitman, Dis-
trict of Columbia, from I. Peter 3 :15: «But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts; and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you, with meekness and fear.

30. The cause of the Students’ Fund of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary was then presented by
E. C. Dargan, Kentucky, and a contribution was made
amounting to $428.00.

31. The Convention adjourned with the benediction by
B. L. Whitman, District Columbia.

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION,

NorroLK, Va., May 7, 1898,
32. The Convention met at 9:30 A. M., and was led jn
prayer by C. E. Taylor, North Carolina.
33. A. J. Holt, Tennessee, presented a series of resolu-
tions adopted by the State Convention of Teunnessee, and.
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which were ordered to be reported to this body, relating
to evangelical work among American soldiersin the pres-
ent war, and on his motion it was ordered to be referred to
the Committee on Foreign Populations, including Cuba.

34. On motion, George W. Norton, Kentucky, was
elected Treasurer of the Convention.

35. On motion, William P. Harvey, Kentucky, was
elected Auditor of the Convention,

36. The following Committees were announced :

On Time and Place of Next Meeting: Carter H, Jones, Kentucky;
J. 8. Felix, North Carolina; A. J. Fawecett, Arkansas; H. W. Tribble,
Virginia; 8, Y. Jameson, Georgia; A. F, Baker, Missouri; J, B. Cran-
fill, Texas,

On Enrollment : J, E. White, North Carolina; W. C. Bledsoe, Ala-
bama; W. A. Clark, Arkansas; W. 8. O. Thomas, Distriet Columbia; 8. M.
Provence, Florida; B, D. Ragsdale, Georgia; J. W, Warder, Kentucky;
E. O. Ware, Louisiana; S, W, Melton, Maryland; A. V. Rowe, Mis-
sissippi; E. H. Sawyer, Missouri; T. M. Bailey, South Carolina; A. J.
Holt, Tennessee; J. B. Gambrell, Texas; J. T. Ellyson, Virginia,

‘On Nominations: D. M, Ramsey, South Carolina; P. T. Hale, Alabama;
W. A. Forbes, Arkansas; W.F.Holtzman, District Columbia; W.T. Hund-
ley, Florida; J, C, Brewton, Georgia; E. S, Alderman, Kentucky;
R. M. Boone, Louisiana; J. M, Wilbur, Maryland; R. H. Purser, Mis-
sissippi; J. T, M, Joknson, Missouri; J. B. Boone, North Carolina ;
R. B. Garrett, Tennessee; E. E. King, Texas; J. M, Luck, Virginia.

On Reports of Vice-Presidents of the Doards: O. L, Hailey, Arkan-
sas; J. E, Thigpen, Mississippi; J. H. Wright, Kentucky; J. J. Hyman,
Georgin; J. R. Fizer, Maryland; J. T. Love, Virginia; R.T. Hanks,
Texas.

On Vacaneies in Board of Trustees in the Seminary: W. E. Hatcher,
Virginia; W. H. Felix, Kentucky; T. W. O’Kelly, Georgia; Geo. B.
Eager, Alabama; W, J. E. Cox, Maryland; C. W, Tomkies, Louisiana;
R. H. Marsh, North Carolina; Charles Manly, South Carolina; A. J.
Fawcett, Arkansas; J. O, Porter, Florida; T. J. Bailey, Mississippi;
J. F. Kemper, Missouri; W. C. Grace, Tennessee; T. J, Walne, Texas;
R. R. West, District Columbia.

On Work in Cities: T, S, Potts, Tennessee; H. W. Smith, Maryland;
Jno. F. Purser, Louisiana; S, R. C, Adams, Georgia; C. P. Ervin,
South Carolina; W, M. Harris, Texas; J. C. Armstrong, Missouri,

On Foreign Populations, Including Cuba: J. H. Eager, Kentucky;
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F. W. Boatright, Virginia; R. W. Merrell, Mississippi; W.T. Camp~
bell, Missouri; T. G, Alfred, Texas; S. G. Whittinghill, Louisiana ;.
d. C. Davidson, Maryland.

On Frontier Missions: J. W. Millard, Maryland; J. W. Price,
Florida; E. B. Miller, Arkansas; W, R. Maxwell, Texas; A. L. John-
son, Louisiana; J. S. Hardaway, North Carolina; J. K. Nunnelly,
Kentucky.

On Report of Treasurer Home Board : E.J, Forrester, South Caro-
lina ; Hiram Woods, Maryland; W. R. Painter, Missouri; J. H. Fos.
ter, Jr., Alabama; T. J. Humphries, Kentucky; J. D. Boushall, North
Carolina; P. A, Jessup, Georgia,

On the Georgia Resolution: W.R, L, Smith, Virginia; J. D Chapman,.
Georgia; J. W. Lynch, Kentucky; B. P. Robertson, South Carclina;
W. W. Woodruff, Tennessee; J. H. Peay, Arkansag; A. B. Ingram,
Texas, )

37. L. G. Broughton, Georgia, presented certain reso-
lutions touching the necessity of developing and continu-
ing educational and denominational interests in the moun-
tain sections of the South, and instructing the Home Board
to devote $6,000 for this work, and to employ a suitable
man to take oversight of the same; which resolutions
were referred to the Committee on Frontier Missions.

38. On motion of J. B. Cranfill, Texas, it was

Resolved, That we reaflirm our truceless opposition to the liquor traflie
in any and all forms and our symputhy with every righteous measure
looking to its annihilation,

39. On motion of Walker Dunson, Georgia, it was

Resolved, That the action of the Home Board in applying the Lever-
ing Fund collected from the Creek Nution, Indian Territory, to the lust
payment on the First Church building in New Orleans, Louisians, as
reported by the Board, be and is hereby ratified by the Convention.

40. Other visiting brethren were introduced and wel-
comed, several of whom addressed the Convention,

41. B. H. Carroll, Texas, gave notice of his intention
to offer certain resolutions at the next session of the Con-
vention; and these were ordered to be printed in the pro-
ceedings of this meeting.

WuEREAS, As appears from report adopted at Chattunooga Conven-
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tion and from the charter and fundamental laws of the Seminary, the
conrection between this Convention and the Southern Baptist Theolog-
ieal Seminary is but slight and remote; and

WHhEREAS, This connection cannot well be made stronger or more
equitable to the several States in representation on the Board of Trustees
because of legal difficnlties and of hazard to investments, which might
result from necessary charter changes; and -

Waerkas, There have developed serious differences among our
people relative to certain Seminary matters, which threaten harmony
and jeupardizing that unity in mission work; which was the great
object of the institution of the Convention; and

Wukreas, The dissolution of the slight and remote bond between
this body and the Seminary would in no wise affect the legal status of
the Seminary; and

‘Wurreas, Unity in mission work is more important than unity in
Seminary wierk; now therefore,

Resolved, That this Convention without expressing any opinion
whatever on the merits of the controversy concerning Seminary matters,
about which good brethren among us honestly differ, but in the interest
of harmony, particularly with a view to preserve and confirm unity in
mission work, does now exercize its evident right to divest itself of
responsibility in the Seminary management, by dissolving the slight
snd remote hond of connection between this body and the Seminary;
that is, that this body declines to nominate trustees for the SBeminary or
to entertain motions or receive reports relative thereto, leaving that
Institution to stand on its own merits and be managed by its own
trustees,

42. On motion of J. B. Hawthorne, Tennessee, it was

Ordered, That a committee of one from each State report at the
next meeting of the Cunvention on the advisability of changing the
present relation of the Convention to the Seminary as provided for in
the charter of the Seminary.

43. G. W. Truett, Texas, presented the tollowing report
of the Committee on

THE WORK OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD.

Your Committee have had under their consideration the seventh
annual report, as submitted by the Sunday School Board. We wish to
call attention, with commendation, to some particular points:

1. The financial showing in this report, as in all the former reports, is
very gratifying. It appears that during the year just closed the Board
has paid off the $2,000 indebtedness on their house, has expended in
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cash and donations in books, bibles, ete., something over §12,000, and
has an invested reserve fund of $10,000, for such use as may subserve
the best interests of the Board. We wish to commend the wisdom and
forethought in preserving and increasing this reserve fund.

2, 'We note with great pleasure the steady increase in contributions
to the Bible Fund, from which the Board sends out Bibles and Testa—
ments into destitute places. It is an interesting fact, as stated by Sec-
retary Frost when submitting his report, that more than one State had
secured an additional messenger to thiz Convention, by virtue of its
contribution to the Bible Fund. We deem the Bible work, as con-
ducted by the Board, to be of the greatest importance, and earnestly
recommend to our churches and Sunday-schools that they support it
with their contributions. Let it here be added that the Board not only
fulfilled but went much beyond its promise to add a dollar to every
dollar contributed to this object.

3. We commend the action of the Board in its publication of the
Convention Almanac, and express not only our hearty approval, but
also our great pleasure in the publication of the iife of Dr. Matthew T.
Yates. And in this connection we recommend compliance with the
request which comes from the Board, viz.: that it be-allowed liberty in
the publishing of books as a part of its work; using, as indicated in
the report, such money as it may deem practicable to appropriate from
its business, or such money as may be contributed for this particular
object, We recognize the far-reaching significance of this recom-
mendation; but, judging of the previous management of the aflairs
entrusted to its cuare, we feel perfectly safe in consigning to the Board
this enlargement of its work.

4. Concerning the future policy of the Board, as outlined in the six
resolutions presented in its report, we recommend that the Convention
give its endorsement, It is difficult, as the report itself states, to mark
out a future policy for a work which is all the while unfolding. Each
of the items referred toin the resolutions iz such as has heen devcluped
and wrought out in the Board's experience, and indicates safe lines
upon which to conduct its affairs with large promise both for future
development and future usefulness,

5. We call special attention to the statement of the Board, that its
Periodical Department underlies all the rest of its work, and recom-
mend to our churches the use of our Convention periodicals in the
equipment of their Sunday-schools, without denying the privilege or
right to any church or Sunday-school, to use its liberty in this m:;.tter.
These periodicals are to be commended for the emphasis that they put
upon the missionary enterprises of this Convention, and they have been
a most effective help to every interest fostered by this Convention,
And as this part of the Board's work is carried forward, more and more



-

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 25

will come the development and improvement of the Sunday-school
cause throughout the South.

The committee expresses its appreciation of the difficulties attending
the necessary supervision of all expressions touching doctrine, in these
periodicals; and realizes that there may now and then, through over-
sight, appear some expressions, which a more careful revision would
modify. And we recommend that our people be not hasty te condemn
mere inadvertences. Yet we also recommend that all possible vigilance
and care be given in this direction, that the just sensitiveness of our
people be not wounded,

Finally, we cannot refrain from an expression of congratulation that
so great and beneficent work has been accomplished in so short a time,
by this youngest of our Boards. We believe it is fairly entitled to our
confidence and approval, and rejoice at the glorious outlook for grander

and better things.
Gro. W. TruETT, Texas.

O. L. MarTIN, South Carolina.
E. V. Barpy, Kentucky.

J. K, Pace, Mississippi.

R. VANDEVENTER, Georgia,

The Convention was addressed by G. W. Truett, Texas;
J. E. White, North Carolina; C. H. Nash, Kentucky ;
H. W. Tribble, Virginia, and J. M. Frost, Tennessee ; and
the report was adopted.

44. The Committee on Religious Exercises, consisting of
the pastors of Baptist churches in Norfolk, Portsmouth
and Berkeley, made its report of appointments for preach-
ing on Sunday.

45. On motion of A. W. Bealer, Georgia, the following
was adopted:

WaEereas, The Associated Press is one of the greatest powers in the
land for disseminating knowledge; and whereas this Association has rep-
resentatives at all the great religious gatherings, sending out reports to
all the leading papers in the country; and whereas this Convention rep-
resents nearly two millions of people; therefore ’

Be it resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with the
Associated Press and request that a representative be sent to our next
Convention to let the people it serves know what we are doing for the
cause of Christ.

46. The Convention then adjourned with the benedic-
tion by N. W. P. Bacon, Mississippi.
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SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

47. The Convention reassembled at 3:30 p. M., Vice-
President Henderson presiding, and prayer was offered by
F. C. McConnell, Virginia, and a short devotional season
was enjoyed.

48. On motion of F. C. McConnell, Virginia, speeches
were limited for the afternoon to fifteen minutes each.

49. A telegram of greeting from the General Conference
M. E. Church South, then in session at Baltimore, Mary-
land, was read:

“We greet you in the name of our common Lord. Sec-
ond Thessalonians, second chapter, sixteenth and seven-
teenth verses.”

The Secretaries were directed to appropriately respond.

50. The report was read from the Committee on

PAPAL FIELDS.

Your Committee would call attention to the good report made by the
Foreign Mission Board. It is the best report in all the history of the
Convention. All the affairs of the Board have been wisely managed.
The Board is out of debt, and has money in the treasury. This should
stimulate us to keep it out of debt, and save it the great expense of
borrowing money to pay the monthly expenses of the Board, We call
attention to the large number of baptisms during the past year, There
have been 439. It is true this is a slight decrease, yet we must consider
the great difficulties confronting our work. In the first place the
people in these papal countries have been trained in superstition from
their infancy. The priests do not allow them to hear the preaching of
the gospel. They are not allowed to read the Bible. Again, if a man
make a profession of religion and join the true people of God, he is
completely cut off from his people. They persecute and injure him in
every possible way. We believe we can malke this statement that our
missionaries have led more people from Cathelicism in Catholic countries
than have all our preachers and churches in our own country where
they have seen religion idustrated more perfectly than ean be found
elsewhere,

BRAZIL.

The work in Brazil is the most promising. We note three new
churches during the year. 'The work on the Amazon valley is an im-
portant move, and promises great things for the Lord,
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MEXICO.
A most commendable feature of our work is that there are in Mexico
some self-supporting churches., These are now ready to join hands
with us and aid in giving the Gospel to Mexico.

ITALY.

The work in Ttaly does not give as good teport as that of last year,
This is due, probably to the return of Dr. John H, Eager and wife to
this country., "We hope the Board may soon be able to send a good
man to take his place.

C. G, Jongs, Kentucky.

W. A, Hossox, Alabama,

J. M. AxpERsoN, Tenneszee.
J. B. RipoLg, Texas.

J. G. Hunt, Mississippi,

J. C. Porrur, Florida.

R. R, Oversy, North Carolina.

51. By common consent, the report of the Committee on-

PAGAN FIELDS

was read at this juncture by N. R. Pittman, Missouri.

Your Committee on ¢ Pagan Fields” report as follows: In the
examination of our mission work in pagan fields, we are deeply grateful
on account of the results of the work during the past year. We rejoice
because pagan missions have been unusually blesced, In China, par-
ticularly, the workers have been refreshed and encouraged as they have
seen large numbers added to the churches, In Japan, and in Africa
the work shows progress. All along the line the result has been encour-
aging. )

In the South China mission there have been 129 converts during the
year. This shower of blessings made glad the hearts ot faithful mis-
sionaries, The outlook in South China is bright, with the prospect of
very large harvests, Some churches are already self-supporting, and
are doing missionary work and are supporting several schools under the
direction of our missionaries,

A year ago it was reported that in Japan the reaction against Chris-
tianity on account of the war threatened disaster to our work, but the
wave is now receding, and late reports show encouraging progress.

Considering the great difficulties surrounding our work in Afries, the
progress there is necessarily slow, but there are notable encouragements
in this difficult field. The English people are building a railroad which
will greatly enrich our opportunities for work. This road will go to or
near to all our missions,
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Our Board hopes to be able in the near future to increase the number
of workers in this difficult field. Can we not say in reference to “Da.rk-
est Africa” that even there‘the prospects are as bright as the promises
of God"?

N. R. Prrrman, Chairman,
WesTON BRUNER,

H. W. VigGIN,

L. L. Lusk,

(. W. STRICKLAND.

On both these reports addresses were made by N. R.
Pittman, Missouri; C. C. Meador, District Columbia;
J. N. Yohannon, a Persian; G. W. Green, a missionary
in China; W. T. Lumbley, a missionary in Africa; W. E.
Entzminger, a missionary in Brazil. The hour of adjourn-
ment arrived, the consideration of the reports pending.

52. The Convention was adjourned with prayer by
T. T. Eaton, Kentucky

SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION,

53. The Convention met in the Academy of Music at
8 o’clock, and being called to order, was led in prayer by
F. O. S, Curtis, South Carolina.

54. The consideration of the pending reports on Papal
and Pagan Fields was resumed and addresses were made
by A. C. Watkins and J. G. Chastain, missionaries in
Mexico.

55. The report on

FINANCES FOREIGN BOARD.
was made by J. T. Bothwell, Georgia, as follows :

NorroLk, Va,, May 7, 1898,
Your Committee to whom has been referred the financial report of
the Foreign Mission Board are pleased at the very plain way in which
the report shows, not only the receipts of each State, but the per capita
jpayment of each State.  We note in the last respect marked difference
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in our various States, running from 2.9 cents per member to 52.5. While
we admit there is a difference of ability between the several States, we
do not think this great difference should be shown. Recognizing that a
large number of our Baptists give nothing to Foreign Missions, still we
think 10 cents per member should be the minimun amount. We are
pleased with the plan that some of our churches adopted, holding a week
of prayer for Missions preceding the collection, Where this seems to
be impracticable we would suggest that the mid week meeting, preceding
Foreign Mission Sunday, be devoted to prayer for and the discussion of
this subject., We believe the church that takes a collection for Missions,
as it would an ordinary incidental expense, makes a great mistake. We
would suggest that this collection be taken where practicable, in the first
month of the Convention year, and pledges for same be made payable
quarterly or monthly, and that the pastor see that at least 25 per cent.
of this amount reaches the Treasurer during the first quarter,

We would further suggest that each church have a Foreign Mission-
ary Committee, with an efficient chairman, with whom the State Treas-
urer may correspond, We would urgently request that our State Treas-
urers, as well as our Association and Church Treasurers remit the early
part of each month to the Treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board all
funds on hand, thereby reducing interest account.

Looking over our Secretary’s report we note the actunlamount expend-
ed on Foreign fields (inclusive of all home expense) to be $95,162.63, and
then looking at the number of conversions, which we find for the last
year to be T01, that every 135,73 expended in foreign lands one soul is
saved. The expenditure of $2,020.68 for interest, if sent to the foreign
fields, results in the same ratio obtained, it would amount to the salva-
tion of about 15 souls, Are not some of us responsible for these 15 souls ?

Respectfully submitted.

J. T. BorawgLL, Georgia.

J. R. Epmuxps, Maryland.

S. M, Yearmaw, District Columbia.
J, C. STraTFORD, Alabama,

N. L, Sgaw, North Carolina,
‘Wivrtoxy TaURsTON, Virginia,

A. C. Avery, Missouri,

The Convention was addressed by J. L. Gross, Georgia ;.
Curtis L. Laws, Maryland; J. O. Rust, Tennessee ; and
R. J. Willingham, Virginia; and all the reports were
then adopted.

56. The Convention was adjourned with the benediction
by A. E. Owen, Virginia.
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THIRD DAY—THE SABBATH.

57. Various churches in the cities of Norfolk, Ports-
mouth and Berkeley and vicinity were supplied by brethren
in attendance upon the Convention, under direction of the
‘Committee on Religions Exercises.

FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION.

NorFoLK, VA., May 9, 1898.

58. The Convention met at 9:30 . M., and being called
to order by the President, was led in prayer by J. S. Dill,
Virginia.

59. The Journal was read and confirmed.

60. The following Committee was announced on the
resolution proposing a committee to inquire into the advi-
sability of changing the present relations between the Con-
vention and the Seminary, as in item 42: J. B. Hawthorne,
Tennessee; Geo. B. Eager, Alabama; J. I. Eagle, Arkan-
sas; C. A. Stakely, District Columbia ; I.. D. Geiger, Flor-
ida; Lansing Burrows, Georgia; J. 8. Coleman, Kentucky ;
A. M. Vardeman, Louisiana; Joshua Levering, Marvland;
J. K. Pace, Mississippi ; W. T. Campbell, Missouri; C. E.
Taylor, North Carolina; C. S. Gardner, South Carolina;
B. H. Carroll, Texas ; W. E. Hatcher, Virginia.

61. The Convention was addressed by Barton W. Smith
in the interest of the Chapel Car Work of the PPublication
Society.

62. A communication was read from the North Pacifie
Coast Convention desiring the continuance of the commit-
tee ordered by the Convention at its meeting in Wilmington,
in 1897, relative to the difficulties existing in the territory
of that body with other missionary bodies. It was so 0;_
dered. The Committee cousists of J. G. Gibson, 1. T.
Tichenor, and Henry McDonald, all of Georgia,
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63. K. J. Forrester, South Carolina, presented the fol-
lowing report, which was adopted on

TREASURER'S REPORT HOME BOARD.

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Treasurer of
the Home Mission Board respectfully shbmit the following:

1. We give unfeigned praise to our brethren of the Board for the
conservative and wise way in which they have handled the finances in
this department of our great work. Although in spite of constant and
earnest effort on their part to increase the income of the Board, the
contributions from the churches have slightly fallen off, yet these
brethren have been so alert and thoughtful as to close the fiscal year
without debt and with a small balance of cash on hand,

2. We observe with gratitude that the Board has been enabled to pay
the last installment of the debt on the First Church in New Orleans,
amounting to nearly $5,000, and that this house of worship is now the
property of the Convention without incumbrance, and valued at
$18,000.

3. Attention cannot be too often called to the great evil among us of
delayed contributions. About 40 per cent. of the Board’s receipts came
to the Treasurer during the month of April, and a very large part of
this 40 per cent. came during the last three days of the month. We
would plead for a more constant flow of gifts into the treasury,
beseeching those to whom contributions are entrusted not to allow them
to lie unused in the local treasuries, but to forward them as soon ag
received. If we could get in our receipts as needed, we should save
enough in interest to pay the average salary of a missionary.

4. The Board greatly needs to have its income enlarged. The char-
acter of our Southland is changing from a rural to an urban one. As
the towns and cities build up, the urban increase is largely alien and
needs to be evangelized, If this work is to be done in any considerable
measure by our Home Board, then the income of the Board must be
enlarged, otherwise the work will fall into other hands, or into no
hands,

5, Suffer a note of warning to be raised, The Board is out of debt;
therein lies a danger, A balance on hand brings a temptation to leth.
argy. Almost without knowing it, we may feel that now the case is
not urgent and that we may rest awhile. Let us not be deceived. The
books of the Treasurer were closed April 30th with $620.80 to our
credit; but that was not more than enough to pay expenses for two
days. With only two days' provisions in store, no head of a family
worthy of his position would feel that he could retire from business

even for a short season, E. J. FORRESTER,
J. H. Fosteg, Jr,
T.J. HUMPHREYS,
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64. The following report, presented by C. H. Jones,
Kentucky, was adopted on

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.

The Committee on Time and Place of next meeting recommend :
Friday before the second Sunday in May, 1899, as the time, and Broad-
way Church, Louisville, Kentucky, as the place for the sessions of the
next Convention,

We also recommend George W. Truett, of Texas, as the preacher,
with R. T. Vann, of North Carolina, as the alternate,
CarteEr Hriy Jones, Kentucky.
H. W, TriseLE, Virginia,
8. Y. Jamesox, Georgia,
A. F., Baxer, Missouri,
J. B. CraxvwiLL, Texas.

65. On motion of J. T. Christian, Kentucky, it was

Resolved, That this Convention extend a vote of thanks to the Baptist
churches of Norfolk, Portsmouth and Berkeley for the hospitable enter-
tainment, to the other denominations which opened their pulpits, and
to the various railroad and steamboat companies for reduced rates of
transportation.

66. J. W. Millard, Maryland, presented the following
report on

‘ FRONTIER MISSIONS.

Your Committee appointed to take under consideration the condition
and needs of Frontier Missions beg leave to report as follows :

Frontier Missions are practically Home Missions, The bulk of the
work of the Board is done in the regions popularly known as * frontier.”
This country is rapidly developing and the possibilities of the future are
far beyond our ability to compute. As Baptists we must make every
effort that in these regions the religious growth be equal to the naticrm;l
prosperity.,

Especial attention is urged to be given to Louisiana, where the need
is exceedingly urgent for earnest, vigorous effort to make some advance
movement in a State where we are as yet quite weak. The wonderful
industrial future of this State should warn us to be up and doing, since
the epidemic of last year, which so erippled the work, is now a thing of”
the past.

Florida, just now, is of special importance as a base from which to.
carry on the work in Cuba. Much has been already done along thig
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line among the Cuban refugees in that State, many of whom will doubt-
less remain in Florida even after Cuba iz open for their return. The
disasters of recent years to the fruit industry of the S:ate weaken the
power of the people to help themselves, and loudly eall for aid from
this Convention,

And the great Southwest! New, undeveloped, vigorous, hopeful. A
great work it is to take this magnificent domain for Christ. And it
must be done, In this connection we recommend that we give especial
attention to our missionary work in the Indian and Oklahoma Terri-
tories. ;

We wish to take this opportunity of commending the Home Mission
Board for its exertions in behalf of the great mountain regions of the
Central South. So wonderfully has God blessed our labors in the past
that the people of this section are. in tha main, under Baptist influence,
and multitudes of them are members ot Baptist churches,

But now it seems to your committee that we have reached the point
where we must give special attention to the development of these people
along the lines of education, benevolence and Christian living. So while
urging that the work of evangelization be still kept up (for to save the
people from their sins Jesus gave his precious blood), we would recom-.
mend that the Home Mission Board take under advisement the prose-.
cution of the special work of Christian education in the mountain sec-
tions of our country, the amount of money to be so devoted and the
method of the work to be left to the discretion of the Board. However,
we earnestly advise that the Board consider the advisability of employ-
ing a suitable man to give his entire time to the oversight of the work
referred to, and to the holding of Bible Institutes for the instruction of
the ministry and memberzhip in Bible doctrines and methods of Chris-.
tian work. Juxiuvs W. MILLARD, Bfary]and.

J. K. NunneLLEY, Kentucky.

The Convention was addressed by L. G. Broughton,
Georgia.

67. Bj' unanimous consent, the order was suspended to

admit the report of the Committee appointed to consider
the various papers submitted on

VACANCIES IN BOARD OF SEMINARY TRUSTEES,

and it was adopted as follows :

The Committes to whom was referred the resolution of Brother T. T.
Eaton, of Kentucky, and the substitute of Brother J. Wm, Jones, of
Virginia, in regard to making nominations for filling vacancies in the
Board of Trustees of the Southern Buaptist Theological Seminary, re-
spectfully report:
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That having carefully considered the said papers and not being able
to reach a unanimous conclusion, or one that would save us from discus-
sion in this body, and having learned since our appointment that the
Convention itself has appointed a committee to report a year hence on
the relation of the Convention to the Seminary, we earnestly recom-
mend that the aforesaid papers be referred to the said committee; and
we further recommend that no nomination be made at this session for
filling vacancies in the Board of Trustees, and that the Board of Trus-
tees be requested not to fill vacancies existing until the next session of

the Southern Baptist Convention.
‘W, E, HatcHER, Virginia,
W. H. FeLix, Kentucky.
W. J. E. Cox, Maryland.
. W. Tomk1gs, Louisiana.
GEo. B. EagERr, Alabama,
T. W. O'KEeLLEY, Georgia.
R. H. Marsn, North Carolina.
A. J. FawcerT, Arkansas,
J. C, PorTER, Florida.
T.J BaiLey, Mississippi,
W. C. Gracg, Tennessee,
T. J. WALNE, Texas,
R. R. WesT, District of Columbia.
CHAs, Ma~Ly, South Carolina,
J. F. Kemrer, Miszouri,

68. The work of the Home Mission Board was again
considered, and the Convention was addressed by F. C.
McConnell, Virginia; A. J. Holt, Tennessee ; .J. B. Gam-
brell, Texas ; J. B. Cranfill, Texas. During this portion
of the discussion the body engaged in prayer, led by J. W.
Carter, North Carolina, for blessing upon the whole coun-
try, the President and Congress, for guidance and sueccess
in the war now in progress. Further addresses were made
by R. M. Boone, Louisiana; A. M. Vardeman, Louisiana ;
A. G, Washburn, Indian Territory ; and the report was
then adopted.

69. W. R. L. Smith, Virginia, presented the following
report, which was adopted, on

THE GEORGIA RESOLUTIONSN,

Your Committee report as follows concerning the subject of the Geor-
gin Resolutions: .

The proposition to make the year 1900 a season of thanksgivine for
mercies past, and of planning larger things for the glory of God in the
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century to come, commends itself to our calm judgment and hearty ap-
proval, It contemplates no scheme for the raising of money for any
board or institution, but simply the cultivation of the grace of thank-
fulness, the deeper study and wider dissemination of the facts of our
denominational history, and the securing, if possible, of better equip-
ment and organization for future work, We take pleasure in com-
mending the suggestion to the brotherhood, believing that good will
come of it, if it shall be kindly received and thoughtfully presented.
‘We therefore recommend the appointment of a committee consisting

of one from each State, together with the Secretaries of our Boards, to
whom shall be entrusted the working out of the suggestions herein con-
tained. W. R. L. Smrry, Virginia,

J. H. Pray, Arkansas,

J. W. Lyxch, Kentucky.

B. P, RoBerTs0N, South Carolina,

J. D, Cuarman, Georgia.

A. B. IngraM, Texas.

W. W. Woobrurr, Tennessee.

70. The report of the Committee on Reports of the
Vice-Presidents of the Boards was submitted by O. L.
Hailey, Arkansas, and a résumé of these reports was
ordered to be printed. The report was adopted as follows:

REPORTS OF VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE BOARDS.

Your Committee finds quite a number of vice-presidents have failed
to submit reports to their respective Boards, This is unfortunate, both
for your Committee and for the States not reported. Neither of us have
the benefit of published facts. Of these submitted there is such dissim-
ilarity as to warrant publication of extracts from many of them, And
thus the respective State representatives may better tell of their fields
and work,

We would commend these volunteer workers to the most cordial sym-
pathy and co-operation of the denomination in all the States, Their
work is drudgery in a large measure, and isusually done by some already
busy pastor, and is undertaken at great personal sacrifice and incon-
venience. And for all this extra work they ask and receive no reward
but the pleasing consciousness that they are helping to further the great
work of Missions. We therefore commend them to the favorable con-
sideration of the brethren, and would ask that they be given every
consideration in the prosecution of any plans they may put before their
respective States,

We would urge that every vice-president make reports to his
Board of the work he has done, and of conditions in his State. For






