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CONSTITUTION. 

We, the delegates from missionary societies, churches, and 
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 
parts of the United States, met in convention in the city of Au­
gusta, Ga., for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent 
intentions of our constituents by organizing a plan of eliciting, 
combining, and directing the energies of the whole denomination 
in one sacred effort to the propagation of the gospel, agree to the 
following rules of fundamental principles: 

ARTICLE I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 

Convention." 
ART. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 

foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

ART. III. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which co oper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Conven­
tion, either in writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes. 

ART. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members 
of the several boards. 

ART. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary 
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro-
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mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other mem­
bers, seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that 
any of the Boards may have the same person to fill the two posi­
tions of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board 
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the en­
tire management of all the affairs relating to the objects with 
whose interest it shall be charged; all of which management 
shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions 
adopted by this Convention, and Such other instructions as may 
be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to 
make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it 
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, 
and enact its own By-laws. 

ART. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all re­
ceipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the Con­
vention whenever it shall,be in session, and to his Board as often 
as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his 
office, give competent security to the President of the Board for 
all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall 
be open at all times to the inspection of any member of the Con­
vention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any 
of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board 
from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order 
shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

ART. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or pub­
lic bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may require. 
Copies of all such communications, with their answers, if any, 
shall be kept by them on file. 

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several ^oards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents ap­
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be 
members of some regular church in union with the churches 
composing this Convention. 

ART. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention, must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­

selves. 



6 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

ART. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifica­
tion is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at its 

own discretion. 
ART. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, but 

extra meetings may be called by the President, with the approba­
tion of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the attend­
ing delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for the 
transaction of business. The President, or, in the event of his 
death, any of the Vice-presidents of the Convention, may, at the 
request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place of 
meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him in­
expedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

ART. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may 
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to 
endeavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, com­
bine, and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one 
sacred effort for the propagation of the gospel, we adopt the 
following By-laws: 
1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 

closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such ex­
ists, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other 
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem 
best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses incurred. 
2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in­

structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 
3. That the Committee of the Nomination of New Boards be 

instructed to nominate, as Vice Presidents of Boards, men known 
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their 
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the con­
trary, men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Con­
vention. These Vice Presidents shall be expected to co-operate 
with the Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to 
work to be done, and they also shall be expected to present at 
the next session of the Convention a brief report in writing of 
what they had been requested to do, and of the way in which 
they have complied with these requests, with any suggestions 
they may have to offer as to the conditions and needs of their 
respective fields. It shall be the duty of each Secretary in due 
time to furnish the Vice President of his Board with suitable 
blanks for such reports, and to call their attention to this article, 
and to make any proper effort to secure the due preparation of 
these reports. In case any Vice President appointed is unable or 
unwilling to comply with the requests herein mentioned, it shall 
be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person who can, 
and request him to do so; and, furthermore, the Vice President 
for each State shall be desired, as speedily as possible, to prepare 
a roll of the associations, churches, and Sunday schools in that 
State, to be used for the distribution of information, and to as­
certain as far as possible which of the churches and Sunday 
schools are contributing to the funds of the Board and the annual 

[7] 



8 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

amounts, and to make systematic effort each year to increase the 
number and amount of such contributions. 
4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention 

what special efforts they have been able to make toward carry­
ing out the object of these By-laws. 
5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards 

each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to whom shall 
be referred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying 
out of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice Presidents. 
6. The President, Vice Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con­

vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when 
there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if 
there be no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the 
Convention. 
7. Applause on the floor of the Convention is out of order, and 

it shall be the duty of the presiding officer promptly to suppress 
all such demonstration. 
8. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority vote 

except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

H O T SPRINGS, ARK., May 11, 1900. 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met this day in 
its forty-fifth session, in the large hall of the Eastman 
Hotel, provided by the committee of Baptists and citizens 
of the city, and at 10 o'clock A.M., was called to order 
by William J. Korthen, Georgia, the President of the 
previous Convention. 

2. Devotional exercises were eonducted by J. B. Cran-
fill, Texas, which consisted in reading a portion of He­
brews 11, and prayer. 

3. The roll of representatives was called, and the names 
of the members enrolled as they appear at the close of 

this journal. 
4. J. P. Eagle, Arkansas, moved that the Secretaries 

be directed to cast the vote of the Convention for William 
J. Northen, Georgia, to be President, which was agreed 
to, and he was duly elected. 

5. The President was presented to the Convention, and 

addressed the body. 
[91 
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6. A number of brethren having been named for the 
office of Vice President, the following tellers wfere ap­
pointed to ascertain the choice of the Convention: John 
O. Kust, Tennessee; K E. Pittman, Arkansas; T. M. 
Compton, Maryland; W . L. Cutts, Georgia; Law Lamar, 
Alabama; A. C. Ward, Georgia. 

7. On motion of W . E. Hatcher, Virginia, it was Or­

dered, that the four persons receiving the highest number 
of votes be declared the Vice Presidents of the Convention. 

8. O n motion of G. S. Tumlin, Texas, the vote of the 
Convention was ordered to be cast by E. C. McConnell, 
Virginia, for Lansing Burrows, Tennessee, and Oliver F. 
Gregory, Maryland, to be Secretaries for the Convention. 

9. George W . Norton, Kentucky, and William P. Har­
vey, Kentucky, were, respectively, elected as Treasurer 
and Auditor of the Convention, the vote of the body being 
ordered to be cast for them. 

10. Words of welcome were spoken by J. B. Moody, on 
behalf of the entertaining community, to which response 
was made by S. W . Melton, Georgia. 

11. J. O. Eust, Tennessee, from the tellers, reported the 
election of the following brethren as Vice Presidents: 
James P. Eagle, Arkansas; Joshua Levering, Maryland; 
Eobert 0. Buckner, Texas; Samuel H. Eord, Missouri. 

12. The President being authorized to appoint a Com­
mittee on Order of Business, selected as such Committee: 
W . E. L. Smith, Virginia; J. M. Frost, Tennessee; F. H. 
Kerfoot, Georgia; E. J. Willingham, Virginia; Joshua 
Levering, Maryland. 

13. As representing the Trustees of the Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Joshua Levering, Maryland 
presented a communication, advising the Convention of 
vacancies on the Board existing in Maryland, Virginia 
Georgia (2), and Tennessee, and offered the following 
which was adopted: 
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Resolved, That a committee of one from each State represented 
in this Convention be appointed to recommend three brethren 
for each vacancy existing on the Board of Trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, in accordance with the 
fundamental laws of the Seminary. 

14. O n motion of J. E. Farish, Mississippi, the repre­
sentatives of the press were invited to seats, and the cour­
tesies of the Convention were extended to the citizens of 
Hot Springs. 

15. The President appointed the following committees: 
On Preaching: O. L. Hailey, C. W. Strickland, N. R. Pittman, 

A. B. Miller, C. W. Daniel, all of Arkansas; to which subsequently 
J. B. Moody was added. 
On Vacancies in the Seminary Trustees: B. D. Gray, Alabama; 

J. W. Conger, Arkansas; W. P. Holtzman, District of Columbia; 
T. W. O'Kelly, Geor­
gia; F. D. Hale, Ken­
tucky; J. W. Millard, 
Maryland; J. E. Bar-
nett, Mississippi; Jas. 
Gore, Missouri; W. L. 
Richards, North Car­
olina; V. I. Masters, 
South Carolina; T. B. 
Ray, Tennessee; R. 
T. Hanks, Texas; S. 
W. Cole, Virginia; J. 
T.Barrett, Louisiana. 

[A pleasing episode 
in the history of the 

Convention was the 
presentation of a solid 
silver Victory Vase to 
Dr. Isaac Taylor 
Tichenor, the retir­
ing Secretary of the 
Home Mission Board. 
This vase was the 
gift of friends in dif­
ferent States; and at 
their request the 
presentation address 
was made by Secre-

THE TICHENOR VASE. 
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tary Burrows. In touching and fitting words he spoke of the valu­
able service to the denomination by Dr. Tichenor as Secretary of the 
Home Board. The whole matter was a complete surprise to Dr. 
Tichenor. and he responded in tender, loving, and pathetic terms. 
This was followed by a spontaneous ovation of greeting and 
congratulation to Dr. Tichenor. Oliver Fuller Gregory, Secre­

tary.] 

16. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by I. 

T. Tichenor, Georgia. 

FIEST DAY.—AFTEENOON SESSION. 

17. The Convention re-assembled at 3 o'clock, and was 

led in prayer by B. F. Eiley, Georgia. 
18. W . E. L. Smith, Virginia, from the Committee on 

Order of Business, reported, recommending that the body 
meet at 9 A.M., and adjourn at 1 p.m.; meet at 3 P.M., 
and adjourn at 5 :30 P.M.; meet at 8 P.M., and adjourn 
at pleasure; and also outlining division of time for the 

first day, which was agreed to. 
19. A n abstract of the report of the H o m e Mission 

Board was read by F. H. Kerfoot, Geoagia, its Correspond­
ing Secretary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the 
Board, all of which was ordered to be referred to Com­
mittees on Frontier Work, Large Cities and Foreign Pop­
ulations, Work Among the Negroes, the Mountain Ee-
gions, Cuba, and "Appeal for the Board, the Great Need 
and Publications." 

20. B. T). Gray, Alabama, reported from the Commit­
tee to nominate to the Board of Trustees of the Seminary, 
the following nominations: 

To fill the vacancy from Tennessee: G. A. Lofton, R. R. Acree 
and A. J. Holt. 

To fill the vacancy from Maryland: O. F. Gregory, jas. E. 
Tyler, C. L. Laws. 



PROCEEDINGS. 13 

To fill the vacancy from Virginia: J. D. Crump, F. C. McCon-
nell, J. J. Taylor. 

To fill the vacancies from Georgia: J. T. Pendleton, Elijah A. 
Brown, J. C. C. Black, T. W. O'Kelly, W. H. Smith, J. L. White. 

The report was adopted. 
21. A motion having been made by T. T. Eaton, Ken­

tucky, to suspend the rules to hear from S. M . Jureidini, 

of Syria, the house divided on a question to lay on the 

table: ayes, 153; noes not counted; whereupon an ad­

dress was made by the brother from Syria. 

22. A n abstract of the report of the Sunday School 

Board was read by I. J. V a n Ness, Editorial Secretary of 

the Board, together with the Treasurer's report, and it 

was ordered to be referred to a committee upon the gen­

eral work of the Board. 
23. A n abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission 

Board was read by E. J. Willingham, Virginia, its Cor­

responding Secretary, and also the report of its Treasurer, 

all of which was ordered to be referred to Committees on 

Pagan Missions, Papal Missions, N e w Missions and Ad­

vance in the Work, Finances, and Woman's Work. 

21. A communication from an assemblage of negro 

Baptists was received, and a committee Avas ordered to 

be appointed to confer with them. The committee was 

made to consist of F. H. Kerfoot, Georgia; F. C. McCon-

nell, North Carolina; A. B. Miller, Arkansas; T. B. Pitt-

man, Texas; J. E. Farish, Mississippi. 

25. The report of the Treasurer of the Convention was 

presented, accepted, and ordered to be printed, as follows: 

Report of Treasurer. 

Southern Baptist Convention in account with G. W. Norton, Treasurer. 

jogg RECEIPTS. 

Tune 1 By cash for June, 1899, dividend on $1,500 
June 1. w c a ^ ^ N a s h v i U e & Decatur R. R. 

Co. stock ••••• ?4& uu 
Dec. 1. By cash for December, 1899, dividend 

same as above *° uv 
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On Work in Cuba: M. J. Breaker, Missouri; L. O. Dawson, 
Alabama; J. J. Maddox, Georgia; M. E. Broaddus, Virginia; T. J. 
Bailey, Mississippi; J. R. Florida, Tennessee; J. B. Lumbley, 
Texas. 
On the Appeal of the Home Board: A. J. Holt, Tennessee; T. T. 

Eaton, Kentucky; T. P. Bell, Georgia;' C. A. Stakely, District of 
Columbia; W. J. Williams, Florida; A. P. Montague, South Caro­
lina, H. S. D. Mallory, Alabama. 
On Pagan Fields: W. M. Harris, Texas; M. W. Egerton, Ten­

nessee; D. W. Ramsey, Alabama; C. B. Willingham, Georgia; 
Z. T. Cody, Kentucky; C. B. Bobo, South Carolina; C. E. Bynum, 
Louisiana. 
On Papal Fields: J. T. M. Johnston, Missouri; J. T. Senter, 

Mississippi; R. L. Hardison, North Carolina; W. T. Tate, South 
Carolina; H. P. Hudson, Tennessee; T. J. Walne, Texas; E. E. 
Dudley, Virginia. 
On Finances Foreign Board: J. H. Tucker, North Carolina; 

P. T. Glass, Texas; C. N. Williams, Virginia; M. M. Wood, Ala­
bama; J. J. Haynes, Arkansas: A. D. Adair, Georgia; J. T. Slade, 
Kentucky. 
On Woman's Work: J. P. Eagle, Arkansas; J. W. Millard, 

Maryland; N. W. P. Bacon, Mississippi; J. C. Armstrong, Mis­
souri; J. P. Harnett, North Carolina; L. B. Jarman, Tennessee; 
A. J. S. Thomas, South Carolina. 
On New Missions and Advance in the Work: J. D. Pitts, South 

Carolina; A. TJ. Boone, Tennessee: J. J. Taylor, Virginia; G. B. 
Eager, Alabama; S. Y. Jameson, Georgia; G. W. Truett, Texas; 
W m . Lindsey, Kentucky. 
On Work of Sunday School Board: C. H. Nash, Kentucky; J. B. 

Searcy, Mississippi: W. B. Crumpton, Alabama; G. L. Knight, 
South Carolina; Ernest Millar, Louisiana; S. W. Melton, Georgia; 
A. W. McGaha, Texas. 

On Paper Submitted by I. T. Tichenor: E. E. Folk, Tennessee; 
W. Y. Quisenberry, Alabama; O. L. Hailey, Arkansas; C. C. 
Meador, District of Columbia; J. Q. Brantley, Florida; L. G. 
Broughton, Georgia; J. C. Stalcup, Indian Territory; W. W. Ham­
ilton, Kentucky; J. R. Edwards, Louisana; T. N. Compton, Mary­
land; L. R. Burress, Mississippi; H. L. Weeks, Missouri; Thos. 
Dixon, North Carolina; J. W. Black, Oklahoma; R. A. Sublett 
South Carolina; A. E. Baten, Texas; R. H. Pitt, Virginia. 

33. J. B. Cranfill, Texas, presented certain resolutions 

on the subject of Temperance, which, at his motion were 

ordered to lie on the table until such a time as the Com-
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mittee on Order of Business should arrange thirty minutes 

for its consideration. 

34. I. P. Trotter, Kentucky, presented the report of 

the committee appointed at the preceding session of the 

Convention to visit and inspect the work and property of 

the Sunday School Board, as follows: 

Your committee appointed at the meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention held in Louisville, Kentucky, May, 1899, to 
make a thorough examination of the business affairs of our 
Sunday School Board, would say that we were given unlimited 
access to everything possessed by the Board, and endeavored to 
make our examination as thorough as if we were probable pur­
chasers. W e beg leave therefore to make the following report: 
ASSETS. 

1. We found the real estate of the Board to consist of a house 
and lot well located, and worth more than the value placed upon 
it in the reports of the Board. The building is well cared for, 
economically occupied, and judiciously managed. While the 
building has not the desired conveniences for the work of the 
Board, we think it can be made to serve for the present. As 
soon as the Board sees its way clear, we consider it important 
that a much larger and more modern building be erected, where 
we can do our own printing and be of more general service to 
the denomination. 
2. W e made a careful examination of the Reserve Fund of the 

Board. At the time of our examination the amount of the 
Reserve Fund was $29,050. This amount was carefully loaned 
out at good interest, and amply secured by mortgages and col­
lateral securities. On inquiry we learned that the entire fund 
could be cashed on a few days' notice. 
3. The minor assets we found conservatively valued in the 

reports of the Board to the Convention. 
DENOMINATIONAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
Outside of thousands of dollars the Board collects each year 
in the form of boxes for missionaries and cash for distribution 
through the Home and Foreign Mission Boards, we found that 
during the Convention year ending April 30th, 1899, the denomi­
nation received for destitute schools and mission fields, in gifts 
of Bibles, literature, and cash, out of the earnings of the Board, 
more than $11,000. Viewed as a business enterprise we con­
sider that the Board pays the Baptists of the South most hand­
somely for their patronage. 

LOSSES. 
As losses occur in all business enterprises, we looked into this 
matter, and found that the percentage of the losses of the Board 
is about one-half that which sound business men calculate on in 
safe and conservative business undertakings—or one-half of one 
per cent. 

2f 
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BUSINESS METHODS. 

W e found the business methods carefully executed, and all 
orders promptly filled and forwarded. In the order department 
great care is taken to keep full and complete records of all 
transactions by counter checking the receipts. 
The Treasurer and Custodian of-the funds is a bonded officer, 

whose bond is approved by the Board and held by its President. 
It is deemed advisable to make the bond even larger, because of 
the increase in the Reserve Fund. 

PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT. 

We feel that the Sunday School Board deserves credit for its 
start in publishing Bibles, books, tracts, etc. W e recommend 
that they continue along this line in a quiet way until they have 
enlarged facilities for such work. 
W e desire to commend most heartily the Book Endowment 

Fund. From a business point of view, as well as otherwise, it 
has proven to be a great success. W e would call the careful 
attention of those who have money to the fact that $500 given 
to this fund will be still enlarging and working for good in the 
far off years. 

PERIODICALS. 
We examined the periodicals of our Convention side by side 
with those of other houses of our own and other denominations, 
and with a feeling of pride we say we believe ours are as good 
as any published by any house North or South, except in the 
case of the Kind Words paper, where we recommend the enlarge­
ment and improvement, which can readily be made in the hands 
of our new and efficient editorial Secretary. 
Your committee is of opinion that the affairs of the Sunday 

School Board have been wisely managed under the leadership 
of our Corresponding Secretary. With our cordial co-operation, 
and under his guidance, we believe the Sunday School Board has 
a great future. Respectfully submitted, 

I. P. TROTTER, Chairman, 
R. G. CRAIG, 

JAS. T. BOTHWELL. 

The report was adopted, and the recommendations con­
tained therein referred to the Committee on the Work of 
the Board. 

35. An amendment to the Constitution was made by a 
two thirds vote of the members present, by which Article 
XII. was made to read "change the time and" instead of 
"postpone or alter." 

36. F. H. Kerfoot, Georgia, read the following report 
of the Committee on the 1900 Movement: 
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Report of Committee on Observance of the Year 1900. 

Your committee appointed to conduct the educational cam­
paign in connection with the year 1900 would respectfully report: 

I. WORK ASSIGNED TO THE COMMITTEE. 

An examination of the report under which this committee was 
appointed, one year ago, will show the following things to be 
kept in mind and aimed at by the committee: 
(1) In General. To secure the observance by our Baptist 

churches of the year 1900 as a memorial year, in which special 
effort should be made to more fully inform our people of the 
gracious fullness of the divine blessing received during the past 
century, and to better organize and equip them for the mighty 
work that lies before them in the century to come. 
(2) More specifically. In trying to reach this general aim the 

committee were instructed more specifically to have regard for 
the following things: 
a. To try to enlist the denomination in thanksgiving to God 

for his great mercies and blessings upon our denomination and 
its work during the past century. 
b. To make special effort to interest and inform our people as 

to the denominational life of the century now closing, and in 
regard to all the departments of our work as now being con­
ducted. 
c. To seek to bring about a better organization and equipment 

of our people for the work which lies before them in the century 
to come. 
(3) Plan suggested for reaching these aims. For reaching these 

aims the Convention ordered this committee to work for the 
accomplishment of the following objects: 
(1) To make special arrangements for the accurate enroll­

ment of the churches and pastors and several leading members 
in each church within the bounds of the Convention; and for 
securing annual tabulated statements of the contributions of the 
churches for the various objects of the Convention; and for 
securing such other information as may be desired. 
(2) To make special provision for the preparation and circu­

lation of such tracts, pamphlets, and other literature as may be 
needed to inform our people concerning the objects specified. 
(3) To secure in each State the appointment of a State com­

mittee of five, which would co-operate with the committee of the 
Convention. 
(4) To secure through these State committees the appointment 

of a committee of five in each district association, which would 
also co-operate with this committee of the Convention. 
(5) To secure through these District Associational Com­

mittees a committee of three in each local church, which would 
also co-operate with this committee of the Convention. 
(6) To secure in each State body, and in each District Asso­

ciation, at least one session to be devoted to this centennial 
movement, and to secure in each church, if possible, at least one 
meeting in each quarter for this purpose. 

II. WORK DONE BY THE COMMITTEE. 
(1) Enrollment of churches and pastors and laymen. The chair­

man of the committee started upon the matter of this enrollment 



20 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

of our 18,000 or more churches and their pastors, etc. He soon 
found himself in a wilderness. Just as he began to realize the 
enormousness of the task and the amount of correspondence 
that would be required, his attention was called to the fact that 
our very able and remarkable Statistical Secretary, Dr. Lansing 
Burrows, had for eighteen years been quietly doing this very thing, 
and that he had in his possession a completed list of the churches 
of each State, admirably arranged in alphabetical order, accord­
ing to district associations, with the clerks and their post offices, 
all constantly revised and brought down to date. Dr. Burrows 
kindly placed at the disposal of your committee this invaluable 
list, and to-day the Home and Foreign and Sunday School Boards 
and the Woman's Missionary Union, each, have a complete copy 
of it at no expense except the actual cost of copying. Several 
extra copies have also been made for other anticipated uses in 
connection with this movement. The Convention will never 
understand the debt that it owes Dr. Burrows for this work until 
it enters fully upon its work of systematically eliciting and com­
bining the energies of our denomination. Then it will realize 
that he has literally made a highway for it in the wilderness. 
The committee has worked towards the further enrollment of 

leading members of each church, in its effort to secure a com­
mittee of three in each church who could be depended upon to 
co-operate with us in their respective churches. How much has 
been done in this line will appear later in this report. 

(2) Preparation and circulation of tracts, pamphlets, etc. This 
matter was put in the hands of a sub-committee, consisting of 
Drs. Tichenor, Willingham, Frost, Burrows, and S. H. Ford. 
This committee has arranged with different brethren for the 
preparation of eight or ten tracts, covering nearly all the sub­
jects which it is incumbent on this committee to have discussed 
during the present movement. The aim of the committee in this 
work so far has been to prepare ammunition for those who 
speak, rather than literature for the masses. W e are greatly 
indebted to Miss Armstrong, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Woman's Missionary Union, for arranging for and supervising 
the printing of this literature. The Sunday School Board, of 
Nashville, has agreed to look after its distribution. This com­
mittee has also arranged a suggested programme for the pro­
posed meetings, which is respectfully submitted to the Conven­
tion for such modifications as it may see fit to make therein. 
(3) Appointment of Slate Committees. Since the first of Janu­

ary the Chairman of your Committee has had a stenographer 
employed for all her time, trying to get the various commit­
tees appointed as directed. He first entered into correspondence 
with the State Secretaries to secure the names and addresses 
of the committees which had already been appointed, and to 
secure through the State Boards the appointment of committees 
where none had been appointed. He thus secured, and has on 
file a complete list of the State committees. 
(4) Appointment of District Association Committees. H e then 

entered into correspondence with all of these State committees 
to secure the appointment of a committee of five for each Dis­
trict Association. At the time of writing this report he has 
succeeded in getting a list of committees for all the District 
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Associations in all the States except South Carolina, Mississippi, 
and Arkansas. He has failed thus far in these States. The 
District Association committees, as obtained, are all entered up 
in the office in such a manner as to enable an easy reference to 
them whenever desired. 
(5) Appointment of Local Church Committees. The next step was 

to enter into correspondence with all the District Association 
Committees, several hundred in number, to secure the appoint­
ment of a Committee of three in each local church. Thus far 
we have received a list of these church committees, as follows: 
In Alabama, for each church in 17 Associations; in Florida, for 
each church in 1 Association; in Georgia, for each church in 
15 Associations: in Kentucky, for each church in 14 Associa 
tions; in Missouri, for each church in 6 Associations; in North 
Carolina, for each church in 18 Associations; in Tennessee, 
for each church in 4 Associations; in Texas, for each church in 12 
Associations; and in Virginia, for each church in 5 Associations. 
These special church committees are all so filed as to make it 
easy to turn to any one of them at any time. It can be readily 
seen that it has involved an immense amount of correspondence 
to secure these lists of church committees. In many, many 
cases brethren have had to be written to several times. W e 
have also sent to the various denominational papers notices 
and explanations and newspaper articles aggregating 148. Much 
other incidental correspondence has had to be carried on in 
connection with this work. 

(6) Special Meetings. Your committee has done practically 
nothing as yet towards trying to secure special meetings in 
the interest of this movement. Besides the enormous amount of 
work necessary to a proper shaping of things for such meetings 
and the necessary delay incident to this preparatory work, we 
have felt that the proper place for the starting of such meetings 
was the Southern Baptist Convention itself, which inaugurated 
the movement, and proposes to carry it on. The Convention 
made arrangement a year ago to devote at this session a day 
to this object. Our hope and our expectation have been that 
at this meeting the proper key-note would be struck and the 
proper impetus given to the movement, so that it would be 
easier to secure the proposed meetings in the State Conventions, 
the District Associations, and the churches. W e cannot but 
feel that much of the success of other meetings will depend 
upon the success of the one at this Convention. 
III. SUGGESTIONS. 
Your committee would suggest, first of all, that there is dan­
ger lest this movement dwindle into a mere celebration, or 
glorification, of past achievements and present greatness, rather 
than prove itself to be a movement for laying broad and deep 
the foundations for greater achievements in the future. If so, 
it will only be "as a vapor which appeareth for a little while 
and then vanisheth away." 
2. W e suggest further that, in all the meetings that are held, 

the supreme test of everything proposed should be its practical 
bearing upon the future. Thanksgiving and praise to God for 
mercies received should be made incentives to greater efficiency. 
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What we need most of all is to gird ourselves and wheel intj 
line for the work of a new century. 
3. W e suggest further that the best possible use that the 

Convention can make of this century occasion will be to use it 
for impressing itself more profoundly with the real purpose of 
its existence, and for such a modification or rehabilitation of its 
plans as will enable it to carry out its own resolution, adopted 
one year ago, to better organize and equip ourselves for the 
mighty work which lies before us in the century to come. Fifty-
five years ago the Convention came into existence, and adopted 
a constitution declaring in its opening sentence that the pur­
pose of the Convention's existence was 'to carry into effect the 
benevolent intentions of its constituents by organizing a plan 
of eliciting, combining, and directing the energies of the whole 
denomination in one sacred effort for the propagation of the 
gospel." More than half a century has been spent, and the 
plan adopted has not yet enlisted one-half of our churches, nor 
one-tenth of our members. Is it not time to re-examine a plan 
which, after such a trial of its merits, has come so far short ci 
accomplishing its avowed purpose? Is not this turn of the 
century a good time for earnest inquiry into our whole plan of 
work? Cannot the Convention provide for some more efficient 
plan for enlisting our people in the sacred work of missions? 
KECOMAIEXDATIONS. 
1. W e recommend that the Convention devote itself for the 

next few years to the special object of eliciting and combining 
the energies of the whole denomination in the sacred effort for 
the propagation of the gospel: that whatever else may come 
before it in the meantime, this one thing be allowed all the 
time and consideration That may be needed; that it concentrate 
its thought and attention and prayers and efforts upon this, 
saying, "This one thing we do." 
2. W e most earnestly recommend the continuation and more 

effective prosecution of the work only begun by this committee 
in seeking out unenlisted churches and individuals. W e have 
been able to do just enough of it to see the vast possibilities of 
such a work. Our Boards necessarily give themselves largely to 
the support of the missionaries on the field, and it is of prime 
importance that some agency be employed whose special object 
shall be to enlist every member of every church in all the work 
of the Convention. As the best method of accomplishing this 
end, we recommend: 

(1) That the three Boards of this Convention each appoint 
a Committee of three, as they appoint other committees, which 
committees shall constitute a joint committee of co-operation. 
This committee shall have the authority to employ a Secretary 
of Co-operation and such other agencies as may be deemed 
necessary to do the work herein contemplated. The expenses 
of this work shall be borne equally by the three Boards. 
The special work of this Committee of Co-operation shall be 

to labor systematically and persistently to secure the active and 
regular co-operation of every church within our bounds in the 
work of each of our Boards, and, as far as possible, personal con­
tributions from every member of every church: that in thus 
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laboring, this Committee of Co-operation shall represent impar­
tially all the Boards of the Convention, presenting such a sched­
ule, or apportionment, of contributions and other kinds of sup­
port as may be agreed upon by the Convention. 

(2) That the committee of nine request the State Conventions 
to appoint a committee of three to co-operate with said com­
mittee, in each State. 
(3) That the officers of the Boards and the President and 

Vice Presidents of the Convention, and the Vice Presidents of 
the different Boards, be expected, as far as they can do so con­
sistently with other duties, to co-operate with this committee 
in the work assigned to it, the several Boards to furnish this 
Committee of Co-operation such literature as it may require for 
circulation, and such other help as may be mutually agreeable. 
(4) That the Woman's Missionary Union, through its central 

office, and through its various societies, be especially requested 
to co-operate with this committee in the effort to induce every 
church to take regular collections, and every member to make 
regular contributions. 
(5) W e recommend that the entire matter of the observance 

of the year 1900 be committed especially to this Committee of 
Co-operation, and that the main concern of this Committee for 
the coming year shall be to endeavor to carry out successfully 
the ideas of the Convention as to this movement. 
(6) W e recommend that, in view of the additional expense 

which is here proposed, the Committee of Co-operation add to 
the proposed educational campaign the work of trying to induce 
a collection at every centennial meeting, in so far as this can 
be done without friction with the State Boards, and that the 
proceeds be divided between the Boards of the Convention and 
the respective State Boards upon such a basis as can be agreed 
upon between this Committee and different State Boards, and, 
that in view of this division of proceeds the State Boards be 
requested to co-operate with this Committee in making the 
movement a success. 
(7) W e recommend that the AVoman's Missionary Union, aux­

iliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, be specially requested 
to co-operate through its various societies with the Committee 
of Co-operation in trying to make this observance of the year 
1900 a success, as well as in the more permanent work sug­
gested of securing regular collections from all our churches and 
from all our members. 

CONCLUSION. 
In making the foregoing recommendations, especially the one 
pertaining to the creation of a new agency, your committee are 
not unmindful of the fact that an additional expense is involved. 
"There is," however, "that scattereth and yet increaseth, and 
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty." It is useless for the Convention to hope to enlist in 
missions over a million five hundred thousand people in its work 
without spending the amount of money necessary to inform 
the people as to its aims and enlist them in its work. No busi­
ness man or business corporation hesitates to spend the money 
necessary to make their business a success. The children of 
light should be as wise in their generation. Not to be so is 
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to be "penny wise and pound foolish." This is an immense 
business which the Convention is proposing to carry on. It is 
bound to cost money, and especially so at first, if carried on suc­
cessfully. The Convention cannot afford to take counsel of its 
fears. It must exercise large sense as well as religion, and 
"wisdom will be justified of her children." The proposed ex­
pense divided between the three Boards will not add very 
materially to the expenses of either. If the advance movement 
results as it ought to do, besides educating our denomination 
up to denominational efficiency, and stopping the enormous 
waste of rearing generation after generation of untrained 
churches, it will soon return to each of the Boards many times 
what it will cost them, "good measure pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over." Your Committee believe 
that such an agency of co-operation is needed to supplement 
and properly correlate before the people the interests of the 
separate Boards. The past fifty years of experience, as well as 
the special condition of affairs in our Southern States, makes 
us feel that this immense work of eliciting and combining the 
energies of the whole denomination cannot be accomplished by 
the separate Boards, each charged with a vast responsibility 
of supervision of fields in addition to the raising of money, anrl 
each tempted all the time to press its appeals only where it can 
get the largest and quickest returns, and pressing them often­
times at the cost, or to the hurt, of the others. The Century 
Movement upon which we have entered, if carried through as 
begun, will lay well the foundation for such a new effort, and the 
entrance upon a new century, after fifty years of experience, 
furnishes an auspicious occasion for its inauguration. 

F. H. KERFOOT, Kentucky, 
L. O. D A W S O N , Alabama, 
O. L. HAILEY, Arkansas. 
H E N R Y M C D O N A L D , Georgia. 

J. T. M. JOHNSTON, Missouri. 
E. E. FOLK, Tennessee. 
J. A. FRENCH, Texas. 
I. T. TICHENOR, Georgia. 
R. J. WILLINGHAM, Virginia. 
J. M. FROST, Tennessee. 

The report was discussed by F. H. Kerfoot, Georgia, 
and on motion of Joshua Levering, Maryland, the further 
consideration of the report was made the special order for 
3 P.M. 
37. The special order being the consideration of the 
interests of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
the Convention was addressed by E. Y. Mullins Ken­
tucky. Numerous pledges of renewed interest in the 
financial enlargement of the Seminary were made by 
representatives of the States, and the Committee on Order 
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of Business wTas directed to provide a time for the taking 
of pecuniary offerings for the Seminary. 

38. The Committee on Preaching reported appoint­
ments for the Sabbath. 

39. Several visiting brethren were introduced to the 
Convention, and briefly addressed the body. 

40. The Committee on Order of Business reported an 
outline for business through Monday morning, which was 
adopted. 

41. The Convention adjourned with the benediction by 
E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky. 

SECOND DAY.—AFTERNOON SESSION. 

42. The Convention having assembled at 3 o'clock, was 
led in prayer by N. B. Broughton, North Carolina. 

43. Consideration of the report of the Committee on 
the 1900 movement was resumed. It was discussed by 
J. B. Gambrell, Texas; W . E. Hatcher, Virginia; T. T. 
Eaton, Kentucky; S. H. Ford, Missouri; S. Y. Jameson, 
Georgia; E. H. Kerfoot, Georgia; T. P. Bell, Georgia, 
and the previous question having been ordered, on motion 
of J. E. White, North Carolina, the report was adopted. 

44. The Convention adjourned with prayer by J. R. 
Farish, Mississippi. 

SECOND DAY.—EVENING SESSION. 

45. The Convention was called to order at 8 P.M by 
Robert C. Buckner, Texas, one of the Vice Presidents, and 
. R. A. Venable, Mississippi, led in prayer. 

46. C. H. Nash, Kentucky, read the following report 

on the 
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I. J. VAN NESS, D.D. 

Editorial Secretary Sunday School Board. 

Work of the Sunday School Board. 

W e gratefully a c-
knowledge the grace of 
God shown in the report 
of the Sunday School 
Board, which should be 
read carefully and pray­
erfully by 'all our peo­
ple. 

The loss of Brethren 
A. L. Purinton and Sam­
uel Boykin call for ear­
nest p r a y e r s and pa­
tient and faithful serv­
ice to build successfully 
on the f o u n d a t ion 
which they laid and to 
carry forward the work 
to even greater success. 

W e indorse the ac­
tion of the Board in the 
choice of Brother I. J. 
Van Ness as Editorial 
Secretary, and pray for 
God's wisdom and grace 
to rest richly upon him 
in his work. 
W e trust the Board 

will, as soon as practicable, secure the suitable Field Secretary, as 
proposed, who will work in hearty co-operation with the organ­
ized State forces. > 

The financial exhibit is very gratifying in the success and busi­
ness ability shown. 
W e rejoice in the generous gifts to the Board, and beg our 

brethren and sisters to prayerfully consider their personal priv­
ilege and duty in the light of these noble examples. 

The gifts of the Board to our denominational work are most 
gratifying, and will doubtless be enlarged as 'the business of 
the Board increases. 
W e gratefully note the growth in public favor that the Board 

has won by the excellence of its work. 
W e regard the Board as an invaluable and increasingly useful 

missionary agency. 
W e endorse the recommendations of the special Committee 

as follows: 
"1. As soon as the Board sees its way clear w e consider it 

important that a much larger and more modern building be 
erected, where w e can do our own printing and be of more 
general service to our denomination. 

"2. It is deemed advisable to make the bond even larger, be 
cause of the increase in the reserve fund. 

"3. In the case of the Kind Words paper, w e recommend the 
enlargement which can readily be made in the hands of our 
new and efficient Editorial Secretary." 

Respectfully submitted, C H A S . H A R R I S N A S H . 

J. B. SEARCY, ERNEST MILLAR, 
W. B. CRUMPTON, S. W. MELTON G. L. KNIGHT, A. W. MOGAHA. 



PROCEEDINGS. 27 

The report was spoken to by C. H. Nash, Kentucky; 
I. P. Trotter, Kentucky; and J. M. Frost, Tennessee; and 
was then ordered to be laid on the table for further con­
sideration on Monday morning. 

47. The special or-
order being reached, 
a mass-meeting in 
the interests of the 
Home Mission Board, 
the Convention was 
addressed by Henry 
M c D o n a l d , Ken-' 
tucky, on "Possible 
Dangers Connected 

with the Home Mis­
sion Work;" John E. 
White, North Caro­
lina, on "The Needs 
of the Mountain Re­
gions;" and B. H. 
Carroll, of Texas, on 

"The Principles which Underlie Home Missions." 
48. The Convention was adjourned with prayer by G. 

W. Truett, Texas. 

THIRD DAY.—THE SABBATH. 
49. By arrangement, the entire day was given to the 

programme adopted by the Committee on the New Cen­
tury Movement. The morning session, beginning at 10 
o'clock, President Northen in the chair, was opened with 
prayer by W . W . Landrum, Georgia, and addresses were 
delivered by B. H. Carroll, Texas, on "Baptists a Century 
Ago;" W . E. Hatcher, Virginia, on "A Century of Bap­
tist Preachers;" and Henry McDonald,' Georgia, on "Con­

servative Power among Baptists." 

F. H. KEBFOOT, D.D., 
Secretary Home Mission Board. 
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50. At 3 P.M. the Convention again assembled, Presi­
dent Northen in the chair, and prayer was offered by F. 
C. McConnell, Virginia; addresses were delivered by W . 
H. Felix, Kentucky, on "A Century of Foreign Missions;" 
Junius W . Millard, Maryland, on "A Century of Home 
and State Missions;" and J. B. Gambrell, Texas, on "Prin­
ciples and History of Baptist Co-operative Work." 

51. In the evening at 8 o'clock, Vice President Eagle 
in the chair, prayer was offered by B. W . N. Sims, and the 
Convention was addressed by E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, 
on "A Century of Baptist Education," and Lansing Bur­
rows, Tennessee, on "The Baptist Outlook for the N e w 
Century." The closing exercises were conducted by T. T. 
Eaton, Kentucky, of the General Committee on the Cen­
tury Movement. 

52. Various appointments for preaching at churches in 
Hot Springs and vicinity were filled by brethren in attend­
ance upon the Convention. 

FOURTH DAY.—MORNING SESSION. 

H O T SPRINGS, ARK V May 14, 1900. 

53. The Convention reassembled at 9 A.M., was called 
to order by the President, and led in prayer by J. H. 
Kilpatrick, Georgia. 

54. The Journal was read and confirmed. 

55. The Committee on Order of Business reported for 
the remainder of the session, with the following recom­
mendations : 

1. That when any item of business provided for in this report 
shall be dispatched before the expiration of the time allotted to 
it, the President shall at once call the item next in order. 
2. That this order of business may be suspended at any time 

by a majority of the delegates present and voting, and that any 
other question coming before the Convention, except amend­
ments to its Constitution, shalj be decided by a like vote. 

i 
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3. In view of the fact that so much remains yet to be attended 
to, we recommend that Chairmen of Committees be allowed ten 
minutes, and that all other speakers on any subject be limited 
to five minutes each. 

Which was adopted. 

56. On motion of G. A. Lofton, Tennessee, the follow­
ing resolution was adopted: 
In view of the 20th century outlook of this Convention in the 
great papal field of Italy, and of the peculiar conditions and 
necessities of that field, and in view of the fact that, as in other 
fields, education by the side of evangelization becomes essential 
to the success of our foreign mission enterprises—more essen­
tial in Italy, perhaps, than in any other field; therefore, be it 
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this body that a literary 

and theological school for the training of the young Italian min­
istry of the Baptists, ought to be established at Rome. 
Resolved, That the co-operation of the Baptists of this and 

every other country should be sought in the establishment and 
perpetuation of such a school. 
Resolved, That a committee of one from each State be ap­

pointed to take into consideration this subject, whos,e duty it 
shall be to confer with our Foreign Mission Board and Secretary 
and correspond with Dr. G. B. Taylor and his associates in the 
Italian Mission, as to the feasibility of such a school and report 
to the next session of this body. 

57. The consideration of the report of the Committee 
on the Sunday School Board was resumed, and after ad­
dresses by J. M. Frost, Tennessee, and I. J. Van Ness, 
Tennessee, it was adopted. 
58. F. C. McConnell, Virginia, presented the following 
report, which was adopted, from the Committee on 
The Communication of Colored Ministers. 

Your committee to whom was referred the communication 
from the Colored Arkansas Convention have had conference 
with the committee from that Convention and have recom­
mended them to secure such co-operation with the State Mission 
Board of Arkansas as will enable them to apply, with the recom­
mendation of that Board, to our Home Mission Board, to whom 
we think it well to refer the whole matter. 

F. H. KERFOOT, 

F. C. MCCONNELL, 

A. B. MILLER. 

59. A resolution offered by J. B. Oranfill, Texas, which 
had been laid on the table, was, on his motion, taken there­
from—ayes, 85; noes, 47—and after discussion by J. B. 
Oranfill, Texas; T. T. Eaton, Kentucky; J. M. Frost, 
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Tennessee; A. J. S. Thomas, South Carolina; G. A. Coul-

son, Texas; F. C. McConnell, Virginia; J. A. Burns, Ken­

tucky; W. E. Hatcher, Virginia; E. E. Folk, Tennessee, 

and it was adopted—ayes, 122; noes, 98, as follows: 

Resolved, That a Committee of one from each State be ap­
pointed to report at the next session of this Convention on the 
work of the denominational weekly press. 

The Committee was made to consist of J. B. Cranfill, 

Texas; Jonathan Haralson, Alabama; J. P. Eagle, Arkan­

sas ; 0. C. Meador, District of Columbia; W. T. Hundley, 

Florida; J. H. Kilpatrick, Georgia; C. V. Edwards, 

Louisiana; L. W. Wright, Indian Territory; E. C. Dar-

gan, Kentucky; C. L. Laws, Maryland; H. F. Sproles, 

Mississippi; Chas. Manly, Missouri; A. C. Barron, North 

Carolina; W. C. Lindsey, South Carolina; A. U. Boone, 

Tennessee; G. B. Taylor, Virginia. 

60. The special order being the presentation of the 

claims of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

after remarks by E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, was, at his sug­

gestion, passed. 

61. J. T. M. Johnston, Missouri, read the report from 

the Committee on 
Papal Fields. 

The papal fields of the Foreign Mission Board cover a terri­
tory more than one-half larger than the United States, inhabited 
by more than 55,000,000 persons. In these fields the Board spent 
last year $58,377, sustaining 89 workers, who served 83 churches 
and 104 out-stations, with a membership of 2,778, of whom 678 
were baptized since the last report, a number greater than the 
baptisms in all the foreign fields of the Convention a few years 
ago. 
The oldest of these fields is Italy. The work was begun here 

about thirty years ago. This has been in some respects the 
hardest field of the Convention, but faithful work has been done, 
and good results have followed. A better day is coming for 
Italy; but this work greatly needs strengthening. W e are glad 
that the Board is looking for another man for Italy. May the 
Lord guide it to the man of his own choice! 
In Mexico a good year's work has been done. There has been 

many hindrances, especially sickness in the families of the 
missionaries: but the Lord has been present and the work has 
prospered. Harmony and co-operation everywhere prevail. The 
re-opening of Madeira Institute is especially gratifying, and it 
is greatly to be hoped that the Board will soon see its way clear 
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to enlarge its teaching force in this school and to re-open Zara 
Goza Institute. It is beyond dispute that strong and abiding 
evangelization must be accompanied by the promotion of edu­
cation. This has been proved to be true in our own country 
and on every mission field, and Mexico can be no exception. 
The work in Brazil has been glorious. The gospel is spread­

ing over many parts of the republic, 431 baptisms are indeed 
a cheering record. And the co-operation of the various missions, 
especially in publication work, is particularly gratifying and is 
an augury of great cheer and hope. 
Already Brazil is becoming one of our most fruitful fields. 

One-third of all the baptisms of the Board are reported there. 
It is especially appropriate that Baptists should seek to bring 
to the simplicity of the gospel of Christ those whom Rome has 
so long blinded with her errors. W e are the best exponents of 
a gospel which Rome has perverted. This great distinction God 
has given us not to make a ground of boasting, but to use for 
the greatest glory for God. 
The work in papal fields is hard and the results not rapid in 

appearing, but the Lord has called us to it; and that call con­
tains all the imperative of duty and the promise of fullest 
success. J O H N T. M. JOHNSTON, 

J. T. SENTER, H. P. HTJNSEN, 

R. L. DAVIDSON, T. J. WALNE, 

W. T. TATE, E. C. DUDLEY. 

62. The report of the Committee on 
Pagan Fields 
was then read by W. M. Harris, Texas, as follows: 

If the poet has been 
widely commended for 
his eloquent protest 
against measuring time 
by figures on a dial, we 
may be permitted to 
utter a reminder to the 
effect that spiritual prog­
ress cannot be esti­
mated in numbers. Yet, 
figures are interesting, 
and the denomination 
will rejoice to know that 
the number of conver­
sions reported from pa­
gan fields compares 
favorably with the show­
ing of last year, the bap­
tisms in the South China 
Mission alone outnum­
bering those in all our 
missions in pagan fields 
for the prosperous year 
of 1898-9. 
The announcement 

that by the close of the 
century the New Version 

E. B. BOMAB, D.D., 

Assistant Secretary Foreign Mission Board. 
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of the New Testament in Chinese will probably be ready for 
circulation, taken in connection with the newly organized pub­
lication societv of which Dr. R. H. Graves is President, is of 
special interest, and full of promise for the broadcast sowing on 
Chinese soil of the seeds that shall give to this land of night and 
death a harvest of light and life. 
Japan, though she has now formally taken her place among 

the great civilized nations, has not accorded to our missionaries 
the religious privileges to which they are entitled, but there 
is nothing strange or discouraging in this when we consider that 
there are other great nations that have, under more favorable 
circumstances, failed to learn the wisdom and justice of relig­
ious liberty. 
As we have read the reports from the field, we have been par­

ticularly impressed with the statements made by our medical 
missionaries, and have been made to feel that no wiser invest­
ment of mission money has ever been made than that which 
has been expended in medical missions, wherein we have imi­
tated, as best we could, the example of that greatest of all 
missionaries and physicians, who, while he healed the soul did 
not forget the body in which it lingers. 
In China, in Japan, in Africa, the prospects are still "as 

bright as the promises of God,'' and the duty as imperative as 
the command of Christ. 
The reports of the noble men and women on the field breathe 

a confidence, a hopefulness, a courage, that should inspire us 
to larger sacrifice and nobler effort. 

W. M. HARRIS, Texas, 
C. B. WILLINGHAM, Georgia, 
D. W. RAMS E Y , Alabama, 
M. W. EGERTON, Tennessee, 
C. B. BOBO, South Carolina. 

63. J. H. Tucker, North Carolina, read the following 
report from the Committee oil 
Finances Foreign Mission Board. 
If the report of the Foreign Mission Board a year ago furnished 
cause for congratulation, as the committee then stated, the 
Board's report to this Convention should be cause for profound 
thanksgiving to Almighty God that he has honored the in­
creased efforts of his children to give the gospel to the world. 
A twenty-five per cent, increase in our offerings to foreign mis­
sions has been rewarded by an increase of more than fifty per 
cent, in baptisms on foreign fields. Surely this should encour­
age the Convention to plant its faith upon the promises of God 
and go forward. 
Your committee notes with satisfaction that while the Board 

has handled more money during last year than in any former 
year in its history, the expenses have been only 13 2-7 per cent.. 
including expenses of collecting by States, which, when deducted' 
leaves 8 5-7 per cent, to cover all expenses of the Board in­
cluding interest paid and the expenses of the woman's work. 
Your committee desires to commend to your favorable considera-
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tion the good business judgment of the Board in its manage­
ment of this department of our work. 
An increase in Foreign Mission collections from $109,267.43 in 

1898-4) to $140,102.30 in 1899-1900 should thrill every heart with 
joy and gratitude. Every State constituting the Convention has 
a part in this blessed increase except the District of Columbia 
and Indian Territory. Georgia stands first on this roll of honor 
with an advance of $4,223.49; then Kentucky with $3,697.70; 
Alabama with $3,279.70, and Virginia with $2,116.40. The other 
States have done well. They all have done well, but none of 
them have done too well. When they have measured their efforts 
by God's love to them, then indeed shall the kingdom of this 
world become the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ. 
The success of the past year should inspire renewed confidence 

in our ability to attempt greater things for the Master, in the 
coming year. A twenty-five cent advance in 1899 speaks trumpet-
tongued for a like increase with which to crown the retiring 
year of a dying century and to usher in the hopes of a new one. 
This is the third year the Board has reported no debt, and 

yet it is with the deepest regret that there is not at all times 
money in hand to meet the necessary demands on the Board. 
We trust the future policy of the Convention will be to supply 
funds to the Board as it is needed, and thus avoid embarrass­
ment at home and abroad. 
A surplus at the close of a fiscal year is a new condition in 

Baptist missions. The Treasurer's report shows $8,459.73 on 
hand at the close of his books. Sometimes a plethoric treasury 
is almost as dangerous to our cause as a deficit. W e sound the 
danger signal just here, fearing that you may be lulled to security 
and sleep by a cash balance. Remember the demands on the 
Board for three weeks will exhaust the amount on hand, as it 
requires about $11,000 per month for the work. God grant it 
may be provided each month in advance. With our increased 
liberality, multiplied efforts and activity, and glorious rewards, 
we have also improved in the regularity of our mission offerings. 
And yet the Board must too frequently borrow money with which 
to meet the expenses of its missionaries, and this stands as a 
blot upon our work that must appeal to our every sense of shame. 
This is a defect in our pjan of work that cannot b,e too quickly 
remedied. W e thank God for the good credit our Board has in 
the financial world, but we must implore divine forgiveness for 
compelling the Board to divert $1,250 of the Lord's funds from 
the foreign fields to the banking houses for interest on money 
borrowed. This sum would support two missionaries every year 
Their services are needed; the heathen are crying; God is call­
ing, and still interest must be paid. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. TUCKER, Chairman, 

P. T. GLASS, 

C. N. WILLIAMS, 

M. M. WOOD, 

J. J. HAYNES, 

A. D. ADAIR, 

J. T. SLADE. 

3t 
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64. The three above-named reports being considered to­
gether, the Convention was addressed by W. M. Harris, 
Texas; A. J. Barton, Arkansas; E. Z. Simmons, China; 
T. B. Kay, Tennessee; Joshua Levering, Maryland; T. T. 
Eaton, Kentucky; J. A. Burns, Kentucky; W. E. Hatcher, 
Virginia; T. J. Walne, Texas; L. L. Lusk, Texas. 
65. J. D. Pitts, South Carolina, read the report on 

New Missions and Advance in the Work. 

We note, with gratitude to God, that the churches have so 
cheerfully responded to the recommendation of the last Con­
vention of an increase of twenty-five per cent, in contributions 
over the preceding year, and thus enabled the Board to send 
out sixteen new missionaries, and profoundly grateful to God 
are we that the Holy Spirit has blessed the laborers in so great 
measure with his presence that a greater harvest of souls has 
been gathered into the kingdom of our Lord than in any previous 
year of our history. 
It seems to your committee that this larger blessing of the 

Holy Spirit constitutes his appeal and command for a forward 
movement—projecting the work on a basis in advance of any 
endeavor ever known in the history of the Convention. From 
fields already occupied, and where the battle rages, our brethren 
and sisters plead for additional men to come to their help, that 
the work may be the more efficiently prosecuted at the base, and 
be pushed forward into the regions beyond. That this may be 
done, we recommend— 
1. That the Board be requested to project the work on a basis 

of $200,000. 
2. That the churches be requested and affectionately urged by 

prayer and supplication in the Spirit, heartily to co-operate with 
the Board in efforts to increase contributions to him who said 
"Go." 
3. That each and every pastor be requested in season and out 

of season to lay this recommendation of the Board upon the 
hearts and consciences of the churches they serve. 

J. D. PITTS, 

A. W. BOONE, 

GEO. W. TRUETT, 

G. B. EAGER, 

S. Y. JAMESON, 

W M . M. LINDSAY, 
Committee. 

The report was discussed by J. D. Pitts, South Caro­
lina; R. A. Kimbrough, Tennessee; R. J. Willingham, 
Virginia; J. W. Brougher, Tennessee; C. H. Nash Ken­
tucky; A. IT. Boone, Tennessee; and after prayer by R. 
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J. Willingham, all the foregoing reports on the work of the 
Foreign Mission Board were adopted. 

66. The President announced the following Committee 
on the resolution offered by G. A. Lofton (item 56) : G. 
A. Lofton, Tennessee; W. B. Crumpton, Alabama; J. B. 
Moody, Arkansas; J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky; A. W. 
McGaha, Texas; E. O. Ware, Louisiana; J. Q. Brantley, 
Florida; H. A. Hunt, Missouri; A. J. S. Thomas, South 
Carolina; J. Q. Stalcup, Indian Territory; J. H. Kil-
patrick, Georgia; J. W. Bailey, North Carolina; W. T. 
Yarborough, Mississippi; R. H. Pitt, Virginia; J. W. 
Millard, Maryland. 

67. The following resolutions were offered by J. B. • 
Cranfill, Texas: 
Resolved, 1. That we reaffirm our truceless hostility to the 
liquor traffic in all its forms. W e regard it as one of the most 
appalling evils that ever cursed mankind, as well as one of the 
greatest barriers to successful mission work in both our home 
and foreign fields. 
2. That in the nullification of the law abolishing the army 

canteen, which law was passed by the last congress in response 
to an irresistible demand of the American people, a great wrong 
was perpetrated against Christianity, good morals, and civiliza­
tion. 
3. The establishment of the American saloon, in addition to 

the army canteen, in our new possessions, is a direful blot on our 
civilization and on our profession that ours is a Christian na­
tion. President Schurman, of the Philippine Commission, him­
self acknowledges this fact in these words: "It was unfortunate 
that we introduced and established the saloon in Manila to cor­
rupt the natives and to establish the vice of our race." He 
further adds: "I have never seen a Filipino drunkard." 
4. These recent developments in the extension of the liquor 

traffic should impress our hearts anew with our grave responsi­
bilities as Christian citizens. Surely the time has arrived when 
it has become the duty of every minister of the gospel and all 
Christians to take an open stand against this great obstacle to 
the spread of the Redeemer's kingdom and to align himself with 
every agency in church and State which has for its object the 
annihilation of this traffic. 
5. While we cannot approve any feature of the license system, 

we enter our emphatic protest against the issuance by the 
national government of its licenses in States or localities that 
are covered by prohibitory laws. 
6. In brief, we favor prohibition for the nation and the State, 

and total abstinence for the individual, and we believe that no 
Christian citizen should ever cast a ballot for any man, measure, 
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or platform that is opposed to the annihilation of the liquor 
traffic. 

The Convention was addressed by J. B. Crannll, Texas; 
L. G. Broughton, Georgia; Joshua Levering, Maryland; 

and the report was adopted. 
68. The Convention adjourned with, prayer by J. N. 

Prestridge, Kentucky. 

FOURTH DAY.—AFTERNOON SESSION. 

69. The Convention reassembled at 3 o'clock, and prayer 
was offered by G. A. Lofton, Tennessee. 
70. The report of the Committee on 

.K Work Among the Negroes 

was read by I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee: 

Report of Committee on Work Among the Negroes. 

The report of the Home Mission Board calls attention to the 
open door of opportunity for aggressive work among the negroes. 
With all possible emphasis your committee declares its convic­
tion that the negro problem in the South is the gravest that con­
fronts us as a people. Some of the conditions of the race furnish 
ground of anxiety on the one hand, and call for Christian com­
passion and service on the other. W e cannot afford to despise 
or spurn these people. Their perils rapidly become our own, 
from the fact that their destiny and ours are inseparably joined. 
Multitudes of them are as unshepherded sheep. In loyalty to 
Christ, in pity for a struggling people, and for the sake of our 
own social order and security, we make the following suggestions 
and recommendations: 
1. Let our Baptist people everywhere insist that simple justice 

and all practicable kindness shall be shown to the negroes in all 
the various relations which they sustain to us. They deserve 
the white man's fair, patient, and humane treatment. 

2. Let us encourage their efforts at learning the various trades 
and handicrafts, which fit them for efficiency in the basic occu­
pations of life. Their desire for industrial training, for the 
ownership of their homes, and the culture of their children de­
serves our hearty commendation. 
3. W e also suggest, and urgently press it, that our pastors 

seek more frequent occasion to give our brethren of the negro 
ministry sympathy and counsel. 

4. W e commend the favorable mention in the report of the 
work of the Home Mission Society. "They have contributed 
thousands of dollars, and have done a noble work," are well 
deserved words of praise. The conditions recited in the report 
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will require the utmost wisdom and tact in the work of co­
operation now undertaken by the two Boards. W e earnestly 
hope that this co-operative effort may continue under the most 
fraternal conditions. 
W e are of the opinion, however, that the present arrangement 

of co-operation between our Board and the Home Mission So­
ciety does not relieve Southern Baptists of the responsibility of 
further efforts for the uplift and development of any negro Bap­
tists applying to us for aid not provided under the present plan 
of co-operation. Hence we recommend that our Board meet the 
conditions in every case in the spirit of wisdom, fraternity, and 
Christian comity. 
5. W e recommend also that our Board, according to its wisdom 

and financial ability, take a new and larger practical interest in 
the evangelization of the negroes living in the bounds of our 
Convention. 

W. R. L. SMITH, Chairman. 

J. G. LOWRY, 

P. D. POLLOCK, 

J. A. BENNETT, 

R. A. VENABLE, \ 

A. E. BROWN. 
/ 'the report was discussed by R. T. Hanks, Texas. 
71. W. M. Vines, North Carolina, read the report of. 
the Committee on 

Frontier Missions. '.,' 
With much gratitude to our Lord we note the marvelous prog­
ress made by this Convention in its home or frontier mission 
work. Commencing in 1845--6 with six missionaries, one in 
Virginia, one in Louisiana, one in Alabama, one in Florida, am] 
two in Texas, it has continuously grown to its present magnifi­
cent proportions. Every Southern State and territory has felt 
its uplifting and enlightening power. 
Yet, notwithstanding the stupendous work already accomp­

lished along this line, our frontier field is larger and more im­
portant to-day than at any time in the past history of this Con­
vention. The real missionary fields bordering on the self-sus­
taining parts of our territory are ever widening and growing 
in importance with the rapid increase of population and wealth. 
Many of our people have never had in the past, and have not 

now, a just conception of the magnitude and real value of this 
work. In fact, our frontier fields need to be personally known 
to be rightly understood and properly appreciated. 
W e call attention, without elaboration, to several important 

features of our present frontier mission work: 
1. Frontier missions of to-day, at least on a large part of our 

territory, is a very different thing from frontier missions of forty 
or even twenty years ago. Forty years ago the people along our 
frontiers were mostly small farmers, braving and bearing the 
hardships of frontier life endeavoring to secure for themselves 
and families a competence for the future. They were, as a rule, 
all poor. To-day the situation is almost entirely changed. Cattle 
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men and cowboys occupy our frontiers to-day. These cattle men 
are sharp, intelligent, prosperous business men. As a class, pos­
sibly the most prosperous and by far the most generous of our 
people. And judging from the past, the cowboys of to-day will 
be the cattle men ten years hence. To do successful mission 
work in the future, at least on this part of our frontier field, we 
must of necessity recognize this complete change in people and 
conditions. The frontier missionaries and methods of the past 
could not possibly give the best results to-day. 
2. At the risk of being misunderstood, we call attention to an­

other imperatively important feature of our work, which now 
can come under no other head than that of frontier missions. 
Along the whole inner line of our frontier field, and scattered 
thickly throughout all of what is recognized as our self-sustaining 
territory, are hundreds, yea, even thousands of little churches 
(and sometimes big ones, numerically speaking) utterly unde­
veloped and painfully weak, doing little good for themselves and 
absolutely none for the world at large. In many cases the pas­
tors of these churches, while good, honest, and conscientious, are 
yet untrained men. Having had no special opportunities for self-
development, they cannot develop their churches. These 
churches, and pastors also need and must have attention and 
help from some source. May our Lord help this Convention to 
fully realize that when we have made disciples of and baptized 
every man, woman, and child in any community, we have not 
yet carried out all the commission to that community. The last 
half of it, with the accompanying promise of God, is still left 
out. "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you, and lo I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world." 
The great apostle to the Gentiles made three great missionary 

tours. One in obedience to the "go and disciple all nations," 
.and two in obedience to the "teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you." 
The great need of this Convention to-day is better developed 

and better trained churches. It is partly the business of the 
Home Board of this Convention to do just this kind of work. 
3. W e suggest a third important feature of this work which 

demands special consideration. 
Our frontier field has constantly widened until it now touches 

some two thousand miles of foreign territory. Along this border, 
and sometimes far into the interior, we have full fledged foreign 
mission work in our Home Mission territory. W e have not yet 
realized the seriousness of this situation. W e could learn some 
very suggestive and profitable lessons from the United States 
government on this particular point if we would stop to consider 
its enormous outlays of money on frontier posts and coast de­
fenses. The largest and best guns and best trained and equipped 
soldiers are placed at these posts. This Convention needs to 
learn this lesson as applied to our own frontier work. W e have 
not expended enough money on this department of our work. 
4. The three important features already suggested necessarily 

suggest a fourth. The great change in conditions and people 
necessitate some changes in men, means, and methods The 
men and methods that succeeded forty years ago could not pro­
duce the best results to-day. The changed conditions demand 
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a different class of missionaries and better salaries. This in­
crease in salaries should be made even though it necessitated a 
decrease in the number of missionaries. Six hundred dollars is 
to-day the average salary of the frontier missionary. The hard­
ships and privations which they must undergo are in many re­
spects equal to those of our foreign missionaries. Their children, 
if educated, must be sent away from home. This is utterly out 
of the question on the salaries now paid. On this point we make 
provisions for our foreign missionaries. With our foreign mis­
sionaries the size of the family has something to do with the 
size of the salary. This is never considered in our frontier work. 
The character of men now to be reached, and the character of 
work now to be done, absolutely demand stronger men, and these 
stronger men demand larger salaries. Our weak and untrained 
churches must be developed; the intelligent business men now 
occupying our frontiers must be reached; the thousands of for­
eigners rapidly encroaching upon our territory must have the 
gospel. Not only because the commission requires it, but also 
because our own self-protection demands it. To accomplish 
these much-desired ends, we must send men specially fitted for 
these purposes. These points we feel should be given immediate 
and serious consideration. 
5. W e call attention to but one thing more. It is this: Better 

and more extensive frontier mission work means better home 
development. Better home development means better foreign 
mission work. W e must ever remember that our home field is 
necessarily the commissary of the foreign field. It is the heart 
center. From its own vigorous life throbs must life giving blood 
be sent through all the arteries of a fast dying world. 
Home missions have paid, not only in great spiritual results, 

but in dollars and cents. Nearly every church or individual it 
has helped has become a helper. Judging from the results of the 
past, we confidently believe that if we were to double our con­
tributions to Home Mission this next year we would triple our 
contributions to foreign mission the year following. 

J. M. CARROLL, 

W. M. VINES, . 

G. W. GARDNER, 

H. W. TRIBBLE, 

J. S. FELIX, 

F. BOZEMAN. 

72. The report of the Committee on 
Work in Large Cities and Foreign Populations 
was read by T. S. Potts, Tennessee. 
We, your committee, believe the work of missions should be 
pressed with earnestness and vigor everywhere. Yet there are 
certain centers of population, influence, wealth, and power which 
have imperative needs, and we can neglect them only at our 
peril. Such centers are the growing cities of the South; there­
fore, work done in our cities is, in effect, work done everywhere. 
If we mean to take and hold this country for Christ, we must 
make sure of the cities, for from them go forth those influences 
which bless or curse mankind. W e can no longer say, as we 
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have said in the past: "We have no foreign population." Since 
along with their natural growth there is a constant influx of 
people of foreign birth, with foreign ideas, customs, and religions. 
So that with every passing year the evangelization of these cities 
is becoming more difficult. Feeling the importance of this vast 
and difficult work, and realizing the dangers of delay, we most 
heartily indorse the suggestions of our Home Board in regard to 
their evangelization, and we urge that by every means in its 
power the Board push the work in the cities and among the 
foreign population. 
W e realize also that in calling upon the Board to do this we 

ought in consistency to call upon the Convention for largely 
increased contributions. W e believe the appropriations for this 
special work should at least be doubled, and even then the im­
perative demands could scarcely be met. 

THOMAS S. POTTS, 

J. A. FRENCH, 

W. J. E. Cox, 
CARTER H E L M JONES, 

S. M. BROWN, 

E. O. WARE. 

73. John E. White, North Carolina, presented the fol­
lowing report from the Committee on 
Work in Mountain Regions. 
Your Committee submits that no matter of more serious con­
cern is presented to this Convention than the cause of the moun­
tain region of the South. By the consideration that is given to it, 
and by the answer we make to the appeal that comes from the 
mountain people themselves, the future doctrinal, religious, and 
educational history of one-fourth of the territory now occupied by 
the Southern Convention, and one-sixth of the churches, will be 
determined. Causes are now combining to render further post­
ponement impossible, if we ever expect successfully to do what 
needs to be done. 
There are few who realize the vastness of the southern mountain 

region, considered as a whole. There are few who have properly 
estimated the strategic importance of its geographical position. 
It lies in the very heart of the Southern States. It includes a ter­
ritory 750 miles long and 250 miles wide, containing 150,000 square 
miles of land. It is twice as large as the State of Georgia; twice 
as large as the Island of Cuba; twice as large as England, and as 
large as any three of the Southern States put together, excepting 
Texas. The country bounding it on every side is vibrating through 
and through with the force of astounding commercial revolution. 
The army that will throw the mountains down into highways 
for trade and travel is on the march. The energies that will dig 
out their wealth are being summoned from all over the world. 
The mountain region of the South, it is confidently believed, will 
have in three decades won its way into position in the commercial 
history of the world side by side with the California of 1849 the 
Klondike of 1898, and the South Africa of to-day. 
Within this region are two million people who constitute a unique 

element in the national life of our country by its homogeneity and 
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quality of native stock. It comprises 149 counties lying within the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and, in these counties, according 
to the last census, there are only 15,507 foreign born people. 
Ninety-eight per cent, of the populatiou is pure Caucasian. It is 
a rich treasury of red blood and new brain cells. It is a noble, 
generous people, with a capacity for development almost infinite. 
But they are beleaguered by nature. Isolation stands guard at 
the treasure house of manhood and character. The world that 
needs the mountain man, and the mountain man that needs the 
world, are denied to each other. The inevitable commercial de­
velopment of this region will bring them together. It is the high­
est patriotism and the best Christianity that to-day steps in to 
prepare the mountain man for the dangers and the duties that are 
soon to be his. The people realize the limitations and the loss 
which the lack of educational opportunity has laid on them, and 
it is confidently asserted by those who speak for the mountain 
people, that they are ready for the friendly hand outstretched to 
help them help themselves. There is no greater mistake than that 
the mountain people are opposed to education. How can it be 
said that they are opposed to education, when in all this vast re­
gion, aside from the inefficient, short-termed, public schools, there 
is only one school to every three thousand square miles of terri­
tory and to every forty thousand people? 
Religious conditions in the mountains are peculiar. The moun­

tain people are religious people—they believe the Bible, they ab­
hor skepticism. It is the most thoroughly revival-swept area, per­
haps, in the world. There are more churches and more actual 
church members to the population than can be found elsewhere in 
America. The figures, ascertained from a careful tabulation of 
the mountain region from the last census by counties, show that 
there are 6,000 churches, with a membership of over 700,000. What, 
then, is lacking? They lack a Christianity vitalized by missions and 
brought into sympathy with the onward movement of God's king­
dom in the world. They lack a ministry trained in missionary 
thought, sympathy, and leadership. The mountain preacher is 
involved in conditions which render him powerless to lead the 
people even as he sometimes feels they should be led. There are 
preachers in the mountains, and their number and influence are 
happily increasing, who are true leaders. To these we must look 
for co-operation and assistance in whatever is undertaken. The 
people are now overwhelmingly Baptist, and the obligation and 
the least difficult opportunity for the work needed is a Baptist ob­
ligation and a Baptist opportunity. 
WHAT IS BEING DONE? 
Not a great deal in view of what is needed to be done, and much 

of that is not being done well. Least of all is being done by Bap­
tists. There are only five schools in the whole mountain region 
of the South now receiving assistance from the State Boards or 
from the Home Mission Board; and with four of these this is the 
first year that such help has been extended. There are, perhaps, 
five others founded and controlled by associations, but investiga­
tion will show that $5,000 will more than cover all that Baptist 
schools in the mountains are receiving annually, above tuition 
fees, from direct aid extended from all sources, 
Christian education is the solution of the mountain problem. 
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Whoever provides this will shape permanently the religious, so­
cial, and denominational character of the mountain people. If 
this is true (and who can deny it?) the following facts and figures 
are submitted to Southern Baptists, to tell their story and to en­
force on the conscience of our leading men and the pastors of our 
Southern Zion their forceful appeal against our lukewarmness and 
inactivity. They are taken from the latest minutes of the Presby­
terian (North) General Assembly: 
Last year, 1899, the Home Mission Board of the Northern Pres­

byterian Church appropriated directly to mission schools in the 
southern mountain region $69,645.10, and in support of missiona­
ries working in connection with these schools $13,670.65. They 
report 36 schools, 111 teachers, and 3,085 students. The report 
states: "The entire receipts of the treasury (Woman's Board, 
$274,655) could be expended on the territory, and yet not more 
than touch the margin of the field waiting to be occupied." And 
further the report goes on to say: " W e have been on the field but 
a few years, and the points we have occupied with church and 
school have undergone a transformation which is almost incred­
ible." "In every case the school should be made the means to the 
end, and the end should be the church." "The Christian school 
cultivates the soil and sows the seed, and the preacher of the gos­
pel gathers in the harvest, not only the children in the schools but 
many of their parents." 
What intelligent Baptist will undertake to dispute this argu­

ment, when the facts and the figures are being rapidly gathered 
into the hands of the Presbyterians to sustain and demonstrate it? 

A PROPOSITION FOR THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 
1. That the development of the people, religiously and educa­
tionally, of the mountain region of the South can most effectively 
be assisted by Baptists, by comprehending the unity of the moun­
tain section in a general plan of work directed by the Home Mis­
sion Board, in co-operation with the State Boards in the States 
having mountain territory. 
2. That the ends to be aimed at in this general plan of work are 

threefold: 
(a) To bring the mountain Baptist people in touch with the 

work of the Southern Baptist Convention and the State Conven­
tions, and encourage and assist them in their churches and asso­
ciations to self-help and co-operation with each other and our 
Boards for their own cause, the cause of humanity, and the cause 
of Christ. 
(b) To reach and help to train the mountain ministry—the ap­

pointed shepherds of the people—to the end that they may more 
effectively lead their churches by precept and example into sym­
pathy with missions, education, and the deep and wide concerns 
of God's kingdom in the world. 
(c) To afford the mountain boy and girl educational opportunity 

easily within their reach and suited to their needs, preparing them 
for college and fitting them for the work of life, the duties of citi­
zenship, and usefulness as Christians. 
3. That as rapidly as possible the establishment of schools or­

ganized to these ends and located strategically with reference to 
surrounding territory, should be undertaken, taking all possible 
advantage of Baptist schools already established, by securing the 
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adaptation of their courses of instruction to achieve the ends be­
fore mentioned. 
4. That a school should be established or adopted in no instance 

without the co-operation and assistance of one or more district 
Baptist Associations, who shall appoint trustees to act in its con­
trol, in conference or correspondence with the Home Mission 
Board, the State Boards or their representatives. 
5. That a building and equipment fund should be provided by 

each State Board in the States having mountain work and by the 
Home Mission Board, which should be used helpfully and wisely 
in assisting schools established under this plan in providing addi­
tional buildings and equipment, at the discretion of the Boards. 
6. That to each of these schools an appropriation should be made 

annually, sufficient, with available income from tuition fees, to 
provide a teacher in Bible study, missions, theological and horai-
letical subjects suited to the needs of the mountain preachers and 
young men preparing themselves for the ministry, who shall re­
ceive this instruction free of charge. 
7. That this teacher shall be charged with the " Bible Institute" 

work during the summer months, organizing the institutes at 
points best calculated to secure attendance and co-operation from 
the pastors for whose benefit the institute is held, and continuing 
one week or longer at each point in the study of the Bible, all 
lines of mission work and practical homiletics, to his assistance 
calling such voluntary workers as are available in the ministry of 
his State. 
It shall also be the duty of this teacher to devote Saturdays and 

Sundays to the visitation of churches in his territory, for the pur­
pose of arousing them, with the assistance of the pastor, on the 
subjects of missionary giving, educational sympathy, and practical 
church work. 
Your committee recommends that this Convention hereby in­

structs and appeals to Southern Baptists to enable the Home Mis­
sion Board to carry out the provisions of this plan, as far as is pos­
sible, during the coming year. In the judgment of your commit­
tee it will require an enlargement of this Board's appropriation 
of not less than $25,000 next year, and an increase, therefore, in 
its income from the churches of this amount. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J O H N E. W H I T E , Chairman. 

J. A. BURNS, 

M. D. JEFFRIES, 

A. P. PUGH, 

W. W. SISK, 

W. E. THAYER, 

JAS. R. BROWN. 

74. The Committee, through M. J. Breaker, Missouri, 
presented the following report on 
Work in Cuba. 
Conditions have improved in Cuba. The payment of the debt in 
Havana leaves our valuable property in that city free from incum­
brance. Dr. Diaz and all his faithful co-workers are addressing 
themselves with vigor and harmony to their great task, and are 
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enjoying favor with God, with the Cubans, and with the Board. 
But much remains to be done. Just as Spain did not yield her 
hold on this island till a mighty American army defeated her, so 
Rome and Satan will not yield their fair possession to Christ and 
the Baptists till a mighty army of Baptist missionaries drives them 
out. Reinforcements must be sent to Cuba, and that right soon. 
The gospel ought speedily to be preached in every province, city, 
and town. Permanent stations should be established in all the 
prominent places, schools should be opened, and a suitable litera­
ture distributed. Soon a house to house canvass should be inau­
gurated, and the simple gospel brought to the attention of every 
inhabitant of the island. This means, of course, a large use of 
men, of women, and of money; but that is what men and women 
and money are made for. 
Now. Southern Baptists, more than any other people, are bound 

to do this great work. Baptists, of all people, are best able to 
correct the hideous errors of Romanism. Now, Southern Baptists 
were marvelously led by the Lord to begin this glorious redemp­
tion of Cuba. Moreover, God's gracious blessing on our work is a 
signal mark of his favor. To falter now or to weaken will be at 
once to fail in our high trust, to flee before our enemies, and to 
desert the perishing thousands to whose rescue, at the command 
of the Most High, we have started. When the American army 
was distressed before Santiago and its commanding general was 
asked what it should do, he replied: "Demand the surrender of 
the city!" Southern Baptists cannot escape loss and shame in 
Cuba except by demanding the surrender of the island, and send­
ing men and women to conquer it with the gospel. To delay will 
be to retreat. M. J. BREAKER, 

M. E. BROADDUS, 

T. J. BAILEY, 

J. A. FLORIDA, 

J. B. LUMBLEY, 
Committee. 

75. A. J. Holt, Tennessee, read the following report of 
the Committee on 
The Appeal of the Home Board. 
Your committee would emphasize the appeal of our Home Mis­
sion Board for an increase of contributions. The growing de­
mands at home and abroad, the development of our resources, the 
enlargement of our faith, the rebuke of our selfishness, the 
awakening of a consciousness of strength, the exercise of our 
gifts, the growth of our churches, the support of our pastors, and 
the conquest of the world require a great increase of contribu­
tions and the multiplication of contributors. 
Cuba needs an army of invasion and of conquest to assail her 

fortresses of sin and open up her harbors of error to the Prince of 
Peace. Our work in the great cities urgently need increased as­
sistance, and no department of our work would yield a readier 
revenue to the glory of God than this. 
Our frontier fields, with their rapidly increasing populations, 

need, more and more, to be pre-empted for Christ and his cause. 
The decaying aboriginal race must be helped now or never. Our 
ploughshares run ruthlessly through the dust of their fathers 


