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CONSTITUTION. 

W e , the delegates from missionary societies, churches, and 
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 
parts of the United States, met in convention in the city of Au­
gusta, Ga., for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent 
intentions of our constituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, 
combining, and directing the energies of the whole denomination 
in one sacred effort to the propagation of the gospel, agree to the 
following rules and fundamental principles: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

A R T . II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which co-oper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to by the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary' 
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro-
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CONSTITUTION. V 

mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other mem­
bers, seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that 
any of the Boards may have the same person to fill the two posii-
ticns of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board 
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the en­
tire management of all the affairs relating to the objects with 
whose interest it shall be charged; all of which management 
shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions 
adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as may 
be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to 
make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it 
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, 
and enact its own By-laws. 

ART. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all re­
ceipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the Con­
vention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often 
as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his 
office, give competent security to the President of the Board for 
all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall 
be open at all times to the inspection of any member of the Con­
vention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any 
of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board 
from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order 
shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

ART. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may re­
quire. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, 
if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents ap­
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem­
bers of some regular church in union with the churches com­
posing this Convention. 

ART. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­
selves. 



VI SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

ART. XL The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifica­
tion is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at its 
own discretion. 

ART. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the ap­
probation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President or in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-presidents of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place 
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him 
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

ART. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may 
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the mem­
bers present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to 
endeavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, com­
bine, and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one 
sacred effort for the promulgation of the gospel, we adopt the 
following By-laws: 

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such 
exists, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in 
other cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may 
deem best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses 
incurred. 

2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in­
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 

3. That the Committee of the Nomination of N e w Boards be 
instructed to nominate, as Vice Presidents of Boards, men known 
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their 
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the con­
trary, men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Con­
vention. These Vice Presidents shall be expected to co-operate 
with the Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to 
work to be done, and they also shall be expected to present at 
the next session of the Convention a brief report in writing of 
what they had been requested to do, and of the way in which 
they have complied with these requests, with any suggestions 
they may have to offer as to the conditions and needs of their 
respective fields. It shall be the duty of each Secretary in due 
time to furnish the Vice President of his Board with suitable 
blanks for such reports, and to call their attention to this article, 
and to make any proper effort to secure the due preparation of 
these reports. In case any Vice President appointed is unable 
or unwilling to comply with the requests herein mentioned, it 
shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person 
who can, and request him to do so; and, furthermore, the Vice 
President for each State shall be desired, as speedily as possible, 
to prepare a roll of the associations, churches, and Sunday 
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viii SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of informa­
tion, and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches 
and Sunday schools are contributing to the funds of the Board 
and the annual amounts, and to make systematic effort each 
year to increase the number and amount of such contributions. 

4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention 
what special efforts they have been able to make toward carry­
ing out the objects of these By-laws. 

5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards 
each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to whom shall 
be referred',so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying 
out of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice Presidents. 

6. The President, Vice Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con­
vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when 
there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if 
there be no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for 
the Convention. 

7. Applause on the floor of the Convention is out of order, and 
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to promptly suppress 
all such demonstration. 

8. No speeches advocating the claims of any brother nomi­
nated for an office of the Convention be allowed but one speech 
of nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, 
that addresses and responses of welcome be limited to one ad­
dress not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one response 
of not more than ten nxinutes. 

9. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority 
vote except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

K A N S A S CITY, MISSOURI, M a y 12, 1905. 

T H E Southern Bap­
tist Convention 

met this day at 10 A.M., 
and in the absence 
of James P. Eagle, 
Arkansas, the Presi­
dent of the preceding 
Convention, who had 
fallen on sleep, was 
called to order by Ed­
win W . Stephens, Mis­
souri, one of the Vice 
Presidents. 

2. The Convention 

was led in prayer by A. C. Davidson, Alabama. 
3. The roll of representatives was called, and their 

names were enrolled as appear at the close of the journal. 
4. Edwin W . Stephens, Missouri, having been placed 

in nomination for the office of President, it was, on mo­
tion of T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, ordered that the ballot of 
the Convention be cast for -him by one of the Secretaries, 

and it was so done. 
5. The President was introduced to the Convention, 

assumed the chair, and addressed the body. 
6. The following brethren were nominated to be Vice 

Presidents: T. H. Ellett, Virginia; C. A. Smith, South 
Carolina; Joshua Levering, Maryland; J. C. Stalcup, 
Indian Territory. There being four nominations, it was, 
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2 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

on motion of A. D. Ereeman, Georgia, ordered that the 
ballot of the Convention be cast by one of the Secretaries 
for these brethren. 

7. On motion of W. C. McCall, Elorida, it was unani­
mously ordered that W. E. Hatcher, Virginia, cast the 
ballot of the Convention for Lansing Burrows, Tennessee, 
and Oliver F. Gregory, Alabama, to be Secretaries, and it 

was so done. 
8. George W. Norton and William P. Harvey, both of 
Kentucky, were re-elected Treasurer and Auditor of the 

Convention. 

9. The following resolution, offered by Joshua Lever­

ing, Maryland, was adopted: 

WHEREAS, This Convention has been informed that there 
exist the following vacancies in the membership of the Board of 
Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary—viz.: 
One from Maryland, one from Alabama, one from Kentucky, and 
three from Tennessee; therefore 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to nominate three 
brethren residing in said States, for each of said vacancies to 
this Convention, from which the Board of the Seminary may fill 
the existing vacancies in accordance with the fundamental laws 
of the seminary. 

10. The President announced the following to be the 
Committee on Order of Business: J. H. Kilpatrick, Geor­
gia; E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky; J. M. Erost, Tennessee; 
B. D. Gray, Georgia; R. J. Willingham, Virginia. 

11. The following resolution, offered by T. T. Eaton, 
Kentucky, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the matter of determining the place where this 
Convention shall meet next year be referred to a committee of 
five, who shall give careful consideration to all the conditions, 
visiting if deemed necessary the places desiring the meeting and 
reaching a decision, subject to the approval of the President of 
the Convention, not later than January 1, 1906, and announcing 
the decision through the denominational papers. Whatever ex­
pense this committee may incur in doing their work shall be paid 
by the people of the city that secures the meeting of the Con­
vention. 
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10. After an address explanatory of the arrangements 
made for the comfort of the brethren by F. C. McConnell, 
pastor of the church in which the sessions were to be held, 
words of welcome were spoken by John L. Peak, to which 
a response on the part of the Convention was made by 
John E. White, Georgia. 

11. J. H. Kilpatrick, Georgia, from the Committee, 
made a partial report on the Order of Business, and it 
was adopted, including the fixing of the hours of meeting at 
9 A.M., 2.30 P.M., and 8 P.M., and of adjournment at 12 
noon, 5.30 P.M., and pleasure. This order was, by motion 
of A. E. Brown, North Carolina, ordered to be printed for 
distribution. 

12. The President announced the following committee 
to nominate brethren to the Trustees of the seminary to fill 
vacancies upon the Board: J. W . Millard, Georgia; M. B. 
Adams, Kentucky; L. O. Dawson, Alabama; E. E. Folk, 
Tennessee; J. H. Eager, Maryland; E. E. Dudley, Vir­
ginia; W . J. Williamson, Missouri. 

13. The pastors of the various Baptist churches of the 
city were constituted thex Committee on Religious Exer­
cises. 

14. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by 
B. W . NT. Sims, North Carolina. 

FIRST DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION. 
15. The Convention met at 2 o'clock, and was led in 

prayer by R. C. Buckner, Texas. 
16. Fraternal messengers were recognized, the Conven­

tion being addressed by Rev. H. Grattan Guinness, of 
England, and J. W- McCollum, missionary in Japan. 
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17. A n abstract of the report of the Eoreign Mission 

Board was read by R. J. Willingham, its Corresponding 

Secretary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the 

Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Com­

mittees on Pagan Fields, Papal Fields, Woman's Work, 

Finances, Proposed Union Work, and Items of Special 

Interest. 

18. A n abstract of the report of the Sunday School 

Board was read by J. M. Frost, its Corresponding Secre­

tary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the Board, 

which report was ordered to be referred to a Committee on 

the General Work and Policy of the Board. 

19. A n abstract of the report of the Home Mission 

Board was read by its Corresponding Secretary, B. D. 

Gray, Georgia; and also the report of the Treasurer of the 

Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Commit­

tees on Cities and Foreigners, Church Building Fund, 

Work among the Negroes, Mountain Missions and Schools, 

Cuba and N e w Fields, Frontier Missions, and Administra­

tion, Work and Outlook of the Board. 

20. The following were appointed under the fifth item 

of the By-Laws on the Reports of the Vice Presidents: J. 

M. Shelburne, Alabama; Milford Riggs, Missouri; J. W . 

Gillon, Texas; W . C. McCall, Florida; J. A. Wynne, 

Georgia; E. T. Mobberly, Mississippi; W . F. Watson, 

North Carolina. 

21. J. W . Millard, Georgia, from the Committee to 

nominate Trustees of the Seminary, reported the follow­
ing names, and it was adopted: 

For Maryland: R. W . Weaver, J. J. Darlington, C. L. 

Laws. For Kentucky: B. F. Proctor, E. B. Pollard, C. 

T. Dearing. For Alabama: Jonathan Haralson, B.. F. 

Ellis, A. C. Davidson. For Tennessee: M. D. Jeffries, 
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Lee F. Miller, J. IT. Snow, W . C. Golden, E. E. Folk, F. 

W . Moore, T. S. Potts, A. U. Boone, P. T. Hale. 

22. On motion of B. M. Gwathmey, Virginia, the 

Secretaries were directed to express, by telegram, the 

regret of the Convention for the absence of J. B. Haw­

thorne, for so many years in attendance upon its sessions. 

23. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 

E. M. Poteat, South Carolina. 

FIRST DAY, EVENING SESSION. 

24. The Convention met at 8 o'clock^ C. A. Smith, 

South Carolina, presiding. E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, 

read the Ninetieth Psalm, and prayer was offered by H. 

F. Buckner, Texas. 

25. The annual sermon was delivered by W . H. Felix, 

Kentucky, from Romans 1: 15-17. 

26. The following Committee on Report of the Sunday 

School Board was announced: 

Weston Bruner, District of Columbia; A. C. Davidson, Ala­
bama; J. S. Cheek, Kentucky; T. P. Bell, Georgia; F. A. Free­
man, Mississippi; W. T. Amis, Arkansas; A. L. Johnston, Louis­
iana; H. W. Virgin, Missouri; A. G. Washburn, Indian Territory; 
A. U. Boone, Tennessee; Livingston Johnson, North Carolina; 
H. A. Bagby, South Carolina; L. R. Scarborough, Texas; L. D. 
Geiger, Florida; M. L. Wood, Virginia. 
27. L. O. Dawson, Alabama, presented the report of 
the Commission on Work among the Colored People, ap­

pointed at the preceding session of the Convention, and 

after discussion by T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, it was adopted 

as follows: 

In obedience to the wish of this Convention, your Commis­
sion began its work immediately after the adjournment of your 
Nashville meeting. 
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W e have tried to hold personal opinions in abeyance, and 
have sought to avoid conclusions of any kind until all possible 
facts were in our possession. W e have, by letters and personal 
interviews, gone for information to all sorts of sources, public 
and private, to men and women of all professions, occupations, 
and callings, of both races. W e have sought advice from North 
and South, and particularly have we tried to get at the exact 
conditions of the colored people in the States composing the ter­
ritory of this Convention. Our inquiry has covered as far as 
possible every phase of the negro's life, and as a result we have 
accumulated a vast amount of material from which we deduce 
the following conclusions and recommendations: 

1. It is no affair of this Convention to solve the so-called 
negro problem. It is our business to find our duty, recognize and 
discharge it. God will take care of the problem. 

2. The condition of the negroes vary with varying localities, 
times, occupations, and influence of particular men. It is not in 
Virginia as it is in Mississippi, and will not be tomorrow what it 
is today in either place. It is one thing in the mine, another on 
the farm,, and still another in the city. Moreover, one mine, 
farm, or city differs from another mine, farm, or city, and the 
status quo in any locality or time, is often materially affected by 
the appearance or disappearance of a single individual, white or 
black. W e find among many, evidences of improvement in home 
life, character, civilization, and religion. Among others there 
is a pitiful prevalence of drug habits of all sorts, low moral ideas 
and ideals, a religion without morality, absence of home life in 
any just sense of that word, licentiousness, shiftlessness, unre­
liability, and crime of all sorts. Insanity, a thing practically 
unknown among them before their emancipation, is so rapidly 
increasing as to be itself a serious problem to the States. 

3. No fixed policy can with wisdom be adopted by a conven­
tion dealing with a shifting problem. A plan pre-eminently wise 
today might be foolish tomorrow. In all our policies there 
should be an elasticity that would render readjustment or entire 
change not only possible but easy. 

4. By far the greatest force in leading the negroes up from 
savagery has been his varied contact with Christian white men 
and women, and especially the influence of the Christian home. 
In this daily personal contact with the negro, necessary in our 
Southern life, lies our greatest opportunity to help, and herein 
is found our chief duty. It is largely an individual duty, vastly 
more important than any educational or missionary scheme this 
or any other Convention can adopt. By pulpit and press, by 
every force known to Christian endeavor, this Convention should 
urge our people to perform this individual every-day home duty. 
This, with fair and just treatment in all the affairs of life, will 
be well-nigh the measure of our obligation. This will help to 
self-help and self-respect. The negro is no longer a slave and 
should be no longer a ward. Upon this point your Committee 
rests its chief emphasis and its most earnest recommendation. 

5. The Southern Baptist Convention should stand, as it has 
always stood, for the application of every possible uplifting 
agency to the negro situation, and therefore should welcome every contribution from whatever source to the proper education of the negroes. Chief among these contributions is the one 


