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CONSTITUTION. 

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and 
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 
parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur­
pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­
stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct­
ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 
gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as 
amended from time to time, are as follows: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

A R T . II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

A R T . III. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which co-oper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary 
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro-
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CONSTITUTION. 5 

mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other mem­
bers, seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that 
any of the Boards may have the same person to fill the two posii-
ticns of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board 
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the en­
tire management of all the affairs relating to the objects with 
whose interest it shall be charged; all of which management 
shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions 
adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as may 
be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to 
make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it 
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, 
and enact its own By-laws. 

ART. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all re­
ceipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the Con­
vention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often 
as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his 
office, give competent security to the President of the Board for 
all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall 
be open at all times to ihe inspection of any member of the Con­
vention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any 
of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board 
from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order 
shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

ART. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may re­
quire. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, 
if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents ap­
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem­
bers of some regular church in union with the churches com­
posing this Convention. 

ART. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­

selves. 
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ART. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifica­
tion is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at its 
own discretion. 

ART. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the ap­
probation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-presidents of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place 
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him 
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

ART. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may 
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the mem­
bers present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to 
endeavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, com­
bine, and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one 
sacred effort for the promulgation of the gospel, we adopt the 
following By-laws: 

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such 
exists, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in 
other cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may 
deem best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses 

incurred. 
2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in­

structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 

3. That the Committee of the Nomination of N e w Boards be 
instructed to nominate, as Vice Presidents of Boards, men known 
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their 
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the con­
trary, men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Con­
vention. These Vice Presidents shall be expected to co-operate 
with the Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to 
work to be done, and they also shall be expected to present at 
the next session of the Convention a brief report in writing of 
what they had been requested to do, and of the way in which 
they have complied with these requests, with any suggestions 
they may have to offer as to the conditions and needs of their 
respective fields. It shall be the duty of eacn Secretary in due 
time to furnish the Vice President of his Board with suitable 
blanks for such reports, and to call their attention to this article, 
and to make any proper effort to secure the due preparation of 
these reports. In case any Vice President appointed is unable 
or unwilling to comply with the requests herein mentioned, it 
shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person 
who can, and request him to do so; and, furthermore, the Vice 
President for each State shall be desired, as speedily as possible, 
to prepare a roll of the associations, churches, and Sunday 

(?) 
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schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of informa­
tion, and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches 
and Sunday schools are contributing to the funds of the Board 
and the annual amounts, and to make systematic effort each 
year to increase the number and amount of such contributions. 

4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention 
what special efforts they have been able to make toward carry­
ing out the objects of these By-laws. 

5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards 
each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to whom shall 
be referred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying 
out of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice Presidents. 

6. The President, Vice Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con­
vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when 
there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if 
there be no objection, may he instructed to cast the ballot for 
the Convention. 

7. Applause on the floor of the Convention is out of order, and 
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to promptly suppress 
all such demonstration. 

8. Speeches advocating the claims of any brother nominated 
for an office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech 
of nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, 

that addresses and responses of welcome be limited to one ad­
dress not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one response 
of not more than ten minutes. 

9. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority 
vote except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

KicHiiOKTh, VIRGINIA, May 16, 1907. 

m H E Southern Baptist Convention 

met this day in the Auditorium 
at 8 o'clock in the evening, and 

was called to order by E. 

W . Stephens, Missouri, 

President of the preceding 

Convention. 
2. After singing, prayer 

was offered by S. M. Prov­

ence, Alabama. 
3. On motion of Lan­

sing Burrows, Tennessee, 

it was 

Ordered, that the calling 
of the roll be dispensed with, 
and that the names as now 
upon the table of the Secre­

taries, or that may subsequently be handed in, derived from the 
cards prepared by them for the purpose of enrollment, be recog­
nized provisionally as constituting the Convention until otherwise 
ordered. 

GRACE STREET BAPTIST CHURCH. 

4. Edwin W . Stephens, Missouri, having been nomi­

nated for the office of President, and there being no other 
nominations, it was, by unanimous consent, ordered that 

the Secretaries cast the ballot of the Convention, and he 
was so chosen. 

5. The following brethren were nominated to be Vice 

Presidents: Henry P. Pollard, Virginia; Joseph B. Mar­
ls) 
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vin, Kentucky; Joshua Levering, Maryland; and Samuel 

Y. Jameson, Georgia. There being no other nominations, 

it was ordered, by unanimous consent, that the ballot of 
the Convention be cast by the Secretaries for them, and 

they were so chosen. 

6. The ballot of the Convention was ordered to be cast, 

no one dissenting, for Lansing Burrows, Tennessee, and 

Oliver F. Gregory, Virginia, by H. P. Pollard, Virginia, 

and it was so done. 

1. O n motion of T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, the ballot of 

the Convention was cast, no one objecting, for George W. 

Norton, Kentucky, to be Treasurer, and William P. Har­

vey, Kentucky, to be Auditor. 

8. The Mayor of the city of Richmond, Carlton McCar­

thy, was introduced by J. B. Hutson, senior pastor in 

Eichmond, and he proceeded to speak words of welcome. 

The response to this address was made, on the part of the 

Convention, by J. B. Gambrell, Texas. 

9. The President announced the following 

Committee on Order of Business.—A. J. S. Thomas, South j 
Carolina; B. D. Gray, Georgia; E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky; R. J. ' 
WiUingham, Virginia; J. M. Frost, Tennessee. 

10. The following committee was appointed on 

Religious Exercises.—Chas. S. Gardner, Chairman, and the fy 
pastors of the various Baptist churches of Richmond and Man- / 
Chester. 

11. The annual sermon was then preached by A. J. 
Dickinson, Alabama, from the text in John 20: 20, 21: 
"And when he had said this, he showed unto them his 
hands and his side. The disciples therefore were glad 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus therefore said to them 
again, Peace be unto you: as the Father hath sent me, 

even so send I you." 
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12. The Committee on Order of Business made a par­
tial report outlining the arrangements for tomorrow. 

13. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by F. 
D. Hale, North Carolina. 

SECOND DAY, MORNING SESSION. 

R I C H M O N D , VIRGINIA, May 17, 1907. 

14. The Convention assembled at 9 :30 A.M., and was 

led in prayer by W . P. Blake, Oklahoma. 

15. The journal was read and confirmed. 
16. A n address was made by Louis J. Sawyer, of Cali­

fornia, concerning the replies of the churches to the ap­
peal of the Baptists of San Francisco for aid in recovery 

from the effects of the earthquake. 
17. A n abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission 

Board was read by R. J. WiUingham, its Corresponding 

Secretary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the 

Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Com­

mittees on Pagan Missions, Papal Missions, Outlook and 

Special items, Laymen's Movement, and Finances. 
18. A n abstract of the report of the Sunday School 

Board was read by J. M. Frost, its Corresponding Secre­

tary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the Board, 

which report was ordered to be referred to a Committee on 
the General Work and Policy of the Board. 

19. A n abstract of the report of the H o m e Mission 
Board was read by its Corresponding Secretary, B. D. 

Gray, Georgia, and also the report of the Treasurer of the 
Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Commit­

tees on Our Fields, Our Forces, Our Finances and Our 
Future, Church Building and Loan Fund, and Evangel­

ism. 
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20. A deputation from the Colored Baptist Association 

of Virginia was presented, and the Convention was ad­

dressed by G. W. Goode, President of that body. 

21. According to previous appointment an address was 

delivered by J. B. Hawthorne, Virginia, on "Some Things 
on Which it Behooves the Baptists to Put Supreme Em­

phasis." 
22. The following committees were announced: 

Pagan Missions.—H. C. Risner, Texas; G. W. McDaniel, Vir­
ginia; H. A. Bagby, South Carolina; H. A. Hunt, Missouri; 
H. W. Williams, Georgia; G. C. Savage, Tennessee; E. L. Wesson, 
Mississippi; R. S. Gavin, Alabama; J. R. Edwards, Louisiana. 

Papal Missions.—J. D. Chapman, South Carolina; W. L. 
Dorgan, Kentucky; Elijah A. Brown, Georgia; Chas. W. Daniel, 
Texas; E. H. Yankee, Tennessee; M. L. Thomas, Missouri; R. A. 
Williams, Virginia; C. H. Dodd, Maryland; Jas. I. Kendrick, 
Louisiana. 

Outlook and Special Items.—F. D. Hale, North Carolina; 
Howard L. Jones, Tennessee; M. D. Early, Oklahoma; E. J. A. 
McKinney, Arkansas; Weston Bruner, District of Columbia; 
C. E. Burks, South Carolina; J. L. White, Texas; R. E. L. Harris, 
Georgia; A. C. Ridley, Florida. 

Finances Foreign Board.—Jno. E. Franklin, Missouri; C. C. 
Slaughter, Texas; J. T. Slade, Kentucky; T. B. Hatchett, Ten­
nessee; W. E. Mason, Maryland; J. C. C. Black, Georgia; C. E. 
Stubblefield, Oklahoma; Geo. W . EUis, Alabama; H. W. Battle, 
North Carolina. 

Laymen's* Movement.—Joshua Levering, Maryland; W. J. 
Northen, Georgia; W m . Ellyson, Virginia; Minetry Jones, Mis­
souri; J. F. Brownlow, Tennessee; R. E. Burt, Texas; A. T. 
Camp, Alabama; T. L. Smith, South Carolina; W. H. Harrison, 
Kentucky; Chas. E. Vrooman, District of Columbia; J. R. Hunter, 
North Carolina; T. E. Stephenson, Louisiana. 

Home Board, Our Fields.—J. B. Gambrell, Texas; T. H. Ellett, 
Virginia; C. L. Laws, Maryland; M. P. Hunt, Kentucky; W. J. E. 
Cox, Alabama; W. T. Yarborough, Mississippi; T. S. Potts, Ten­
nessee; W. O. Anderson, Missouri; W. R. Gwaltney, North 
Home Board, Our Forces.—W. E. Hatcher, Virginia; I. P. 
Trotter, Mississippi; A. U. Boone, Tennessee; A. D. Freeman, 
Georgia; J. J. Hurt, Arkansas; W. L. Poteat, North Carolina; 
J. H. Foster, Alabama; L. C. Wolfe, Oklahoma; T. M. Callaway, 
Florida. 

Home Board, Our Finances and Our Future.—W. J. McGloth­
lin, Kentucky; J. W. Bailey, North Carolina; T. P. Bell, Georgia; 
W.'B. Crumpton, Alabama; G. A. Lofton, Tennessee; B.F.Riley, 
Texas; Benj. Cox, Arkansas; T. S. Dunaway, Virginia; T. L. 
West, Missouri. 

Evangelism.—Geo. W. Truett, Texas; Claude W. Duke, Flor­
ida; W. M. Vines, Virginia; J. T. Christian, Arkansas; Jno. D. 
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Jordan, Georgia; J. H. Dew, Missouri; Cecil V. Cook, Kentucky; 
H. A. Griesemer, Maryland; R. H. Marsh, North Carolina, 

Work of the Sunday School Board.—R. G. Bowers, Arkansas; 
S. P. Brooks, Texas; Lewis M. Roper, South Carolina; S. M. 
Brown, Missouri; J. B. Lawrence, Louisiana; A. C. Davidson, 
Tennessee; Hight C. Moore, North Carolina; W. H. Ryals, 
Mississippi; J. H. Bennett, Oklahoma; W. H. Baylor, Maryland; 
Geo. A. Smeltz, Virginia ; B. A. Dawes, Kentucky; John E. White, 
Georgia; W. C. Foster, Florida; W. D. Hubbard, Alabama. 

Church Building and Loan Fund.—A. R. Levering, Missouri; 
W. C. Taylor, Virginia; Carter H. Jones, Kentucky; E. M. Poteat, 
South Carolina; L. R. Christie, Georgia; G. H. Crutcher, Tennes­
see; T. B. Harrell, Oklahoma; Howard L. Weeks, Mississippi; 
L. D. Geiger, Florida. 

23. In connection with the report of the Sunday School 

Board, the Convention was addressed by B. W. Spilman, 
North Carolina, on "Baptists in Sunday School History," 
and subsequently, on motion of E. E. Folk, Tennessee, 

the Sunday School Board was requested to publish the 

same. 
24. A further partial report from the Committee on 
Order of Business was made by the chairman, and adopted. 

25. The following resolution, offered by Joshua Lever­
ing, Maryland, was adopted: 

WHEREAS, This Convention has been informed that there exist 
the following vacancies in the membership of the Board of Trus­
tees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary—viz.: three 
from South Carolina, one from Texas, and one from Mississippi; 
therefore 

Resolred, That a Committee be appointed to nominate three 
brethren residing in said States, for each of said vacancies to this 
Convention, from which the Board of the Seminary may fly the 
existing vacancies in accordance with the fundamental laws of 
the Seminary. 

26. On motion of E. E. Folk, Tennessee, it was directed 
that the address of J. B. Hawthorne, delivered today, be 

published under the direction of the three Boards of the 
Convention. 

27. The Convention adjourned with prayer by J. F. 

Love, Georgia. 
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SECOND DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION. 

28. The Convention met at 3 o'clock, and prayer was 

offered by J. J. Hurt, Arkansas. 

29. The report of the Treasurer was presented, and 

ordered to be printed in the Journal. It is as follows: 

STATEMENT. 

Southern Baptist Convention in account with G. W. Norton, 
Treasurer. 

1906. RECEIPTS. 
July 2. By cash, for Rent Dividend No. 12, 

due July 1, 1906, on $1,500 (60 
shares) Nashville & Decatur R. 
R. Co. stock $ 56 25 

Dec. 31. By cash, for Rent Dividend No. 13, 
due January 1, 1907, same as 
above 56 25 

1907. DISBURSEMENTS. 
April 4. Remitted J. C. Williams, Treasurer 

Foreign Mission Board, Southern 
Baptist Convention, at Rich­
mond, Va $ 56 25 

April 4. Remitted Walker Dunson, Treasurer 
Home Mission Board, Southern 
Baptist Convention, at Atlanta, 
Ga. • 56 25 

$112 50 $112 50 
Louisville, Ky., April 4, 1907. 

Respectfully submitted, 
G. W. NORTON, Treasurer. 

Audited and found correct. 
W. P. HARVEY, Auditor. 

30. The report of the Statistical Secretary was pre­
sented, and ordered to be printed. It is Appendix D. 

31. On motion of T. T. Eaton, Kentucky, the preamble 

to the Constitution of the Convention and by-law eight 

were amended so as to state the historical facts, and to 
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correct verbal error, and to read as contained on pages iv 

and viii of this Annual. 

32. The following telegram was received of this date 

addressed to the Convention: 

"Northern Baptist Convention organized today; sends broth­
erly greetings; read Romans 12: 5." 

The Secretary was directed to forward fitting response. 

33. The order of the day being the consideration of the 

interests of the Foreign Mission Board, the Corresponding 

Secretary presented the Assistant Corresponding Secre­

tary, W. H. Smith, and the Educational Secretary, T. B. 

Pay, each of whom addressed the Convention. 

34. The chair announced the following committee to 

nominate persons to fill vacancies on Board of Trustees of 

the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary: J. W . Mil­

lard, Georgia; P. I. Lipsey, Mississippi; W m . Ellyson, 

Virginia; C. A. Smith, South Carolina; H. A. Sumrall, 

Louisiana; H. A. Porter, Oklahoma; W . A. Hamlet, Ken­

tucky; E. E. Folk, Tennessee. 

35. On motion of G. W. McDaniel, Virginia, it was 

ordered that a committee be appointed to consider the 

feasibility of changing the place of meeting; and the com­

mittee was made to consist of G. W . McDaniel, Virginia; 

J. B. Cranfill, Texas; H. AV. Virgin, Missouri; F. W . 

Barnett, Alabama; J. H. Kilpatrick, Georgia; A. F. 

Baker, Kentucky; W . T. Amis, Arkansas; A. V. Bowe, 

Mississippi; J. H. Burnett, Tennessee; J. D. Pitts, South 

Carolina. 

36. The report of the Committee on Pagan Missions 

was presented by H. C. Pisner, Texas, as follows: 

Pagan Missions. 

The magnitude of the achievements wrought under God 
through the agencies operated by the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion during the past year brings a wealth of experience of quick-
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ened consciousness, of larger hopes, broader and clearer visions, 
stronger determinations, the worth of which in the Kingdom of 
God can only be estimated by infinite wisdom. 

The power that wrought these gracious experiences, and the 
light that revealed the glorious visions have visited not only the 
Baptists of the South, but our brethren of the North are com­
panions in the blessings that come from holy conquests; and this 
light and power is abundantly infusing itself into the Baptist life 
of Europe. Upon no fields are there greater rejoicing than the 
Pagan Fields China, Japan, and Africa. The conditions favorable 
to the most successful conquest for God are more visible in these 
countries than ever before. Let us consider first the field of 
operation. The basis of operation, which .is the spirit of God 
working in the hearts of Southern Baptists, making them cry as 
Paul cried to Rome: "I am debtor and ready to preach the 
Gospel." 

The fields are accessible as never before. God in his provi­
dence has wrought visible results. From these results men have 
been led to think, and when men begin to think they are then fit 
subjects for the reception of the highest ideals; those offered 
by the Gospel of Christ. Truly "all things work together for 
good for those who love the Lord." Out of the sleeve of the 
darkness brought by the Boxer trouble, has come the hand of 
God, causing the ruling classes in China to give favor and pro­
tection to the missionary, because the ideals and forces of the 
missionaries have been seen to operate to the best interests of 
their government. This is also true as to Japan. Japan has 
caught the spirit of our material conquest, and stands as a colos­
sal example of determination. What she needs now is our Chris­
tian ideals. She has learned how to conquer her enemy. She 
must now be taught how to love him. 

Japan has been doing something, and China has been thinking. 
Whatever influences Japan influences China. Because of the 
wonderful acquisition of Japan in the recent war, the commercial 
eye of the world is centered upon the streets of Corea. God is 
fast harnessing at home and abroad the chariot wheels of com­
merce to the spirit of Christ for the salvation of the lost. The 
skill of our medical missionaries give them marvelous opportu­
nities of sewing the seed of the gospel. Like Rome long ago, 
these natives are becoming tired of idolatry. Thousands of idols 
have been destroyed both in Japan and China. Their minds are 
open for the best or the worst. If the gospel be not sowed into 
these empty hearts, atheism will be the result. Baptists are 
waking up to their opportunities as never before, because they 
are giving themselves and their means. God has already blessed 
us in Japan with seven churches and eight stations, eighteen mis­
sionaries, fifteen native helpers, thirty-eight baptisms for this 
year. W e have a membership of three hundred, schools ten, 
scholars 325, contributions $518.50. 

Africa.—While there are the discouraging features of climate 
that make it impossible for missionaries to remain longer than 
three years at a time, thereby causing a loss of two-thirds of the 
missionaries by death or ill-health, yet the work is being greatly 
blessed. There is a constant increase in conversions. Baptisms 
in 1888 were one; in 1906 there were 206. Their gifts were on 
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an average of one dollar each, coming from their annual income 
of not more than $25.00 per annum. The successful training 
school has already turned out a dozen native workers, twenty 
now in training. The crying need is men, natives and 'mission­
aries. 

China.—In China the work is growing with marked interest 
along all the lines cherished by Baptists, there being 41 churches, 
96 stations, 98 missionaries, 126 native helpers, 815 baptisms, a 
membership of 5,377, 96 schools, having 2,206 scholars; contribu­
tions amounting to $6,309.14. In China, as in Japan, opportuni­
ties for God's kingdom are so great they are well-nigh embarrass­
ing. The conditions are new. W e must go over and possess 
the land, and that at once. Pastors must press this question 
twelve months in the year as the goal of their souls, until the 
glory of God cover the land as the waters cover the sea. 

37. F. D. Hale, Worth Carolina, read the following 
from the Committee on 

The Outlook and Special Items. 

Your Committee would call attention, first, to "The Two 
Fields"—viz.: the United States, with one ordained minister to 
every 546 people; and the non-Christian world, with one ordained 
missionary to every 183,675 people. 

W e next note the figures, $403,811.54, which called forth the 
significant word, "Victory," cabled to our foreign missionaries, 
and rejoice at the very large increase over last year, but we are 
humiliated and saddened at the thought that this represents an 
average of only twenty cents from each member of the churches 
represented by this Convention. W e call attention to the impor­
tance and value and needs of our schools in foreign fields; both 
the literary institutions, conducted by Christian teachers, such 
as Miss Julia Mackenzie, and our theological seminaries, in which 
are being trained the rising native ministry. In this connection, 
also, we note the great work being done through the agency of 
our publishing houses, in the printing and distribution of millions 
of pages of Christian and Baptist literature. 

W e are impressed with the wide field of usefulness, and won­
derful influence of our medical missionaries, and the importance 
of speedily adding to their number and equipment. 

Our hearts go out in sympathy with our missionaries in their 
crying need of homes for their own comfort, and chapels in which 
to gather those who desire to hear the word of God preached. 

A striking contrast is noted in the table giving some figures 
indicating the increase in workers on the foreign fields, baptisms 
for the year, total membership, and contributions for the year 
1887—twenty years ago—and for the year just closed. Then 
there were 116 workers, now 500; then 228 baptisms, now 2,239; 
then 1,646 members, now 14,437; then $87,000, now $403,000. 

W e rejoice in that twenty-one new missionaries were sent out 
last year; but are grieved over the fact that others were anxious 
to go, but there was no money in the treasury to send them. 
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W e commend the wisdom of the Board in the appointment of 
Dr. Ray as Educational Secretary, and Dr. Porter as Field Secre­
tary. The work of the Board is increasing and broadening, and 
special workers are needed, as illustrated in the case of Dr. Smith 
as Editorial Secretary. 

W e especially commend and urge the organization of Mission 
Study Classes, as suggested by Dr. Ray, in his special department 
of labor. 

The one thing, however, that has most impressed us is the 
Laymen's Movement, inaugurated by Brethren Northen and 
Levering. This is the brightest star above the horizon at pres­
ent. The day is breaking for our Foreign Mission work, when 
we see business men taking hold of this wirldwide enterprise of 
the Son of God, in the business-like manner in which they are 
now taking hold of it. One of the most hope-inspiring meetings 
in the history of this convention was that which was held by 
some two hundred business men yesterday afternoon, in which 
business methods were injected into the business of Foreign 
Missions. 

One final thing we mention: the work of our good women. 
They raised nearly $75,000 for Foreign Missions last year. Their 
prayers and gifts mean much for the future. 

W e are rejoiced to know that upon the request of our Board it 
is the purpose of our beloved Secretary, Dr. WiUingham, to visit 
the foreign field this fall. W e believe that such a trip for the 
purpose of studying the work and its need is of vital importance. 

W e recommend, in view of God's great blessings on the work, 
and the marvelous opportunities which lie out before us, that we, 
as a Convention, pledge ourselves to more earnestly press for­
ward in bringing this world to Christ than we have ever done in 
the past. i 

The reports were spoken to by H. C. Pisner, Texas; F. 
D. Hale, North Carolina; Joshua Levering, Maryland; 
J. B. Turpin, Virginia; H. W. Battle, North Carolina; 
E. B. Headden, Georgia; J. R, Farrish, Mississippi; H. 
P. Schramm, Alabama; and further consideration was 
postponed until the evening session. 
38. J. W. Millard, Georgia, presented the following 
report, which was adopted, to 

Nominate for Filling Vacancies 

on the Board of the Southern Baptist Theological Semi­

nary: 

Your Committee appointed to nominate for the filling of vacan­
cies on the Board of Trustees of the Seminary, begs leave to 
report as follows: 



PROCEEDINGS. 1̂  

To fill the three vacancies from South Carolina, we nominate 
W. C. Lindsay, L. M. Roper, C. E. Burts, H. A. Bagby, C. C Brown 
C. A. Smith, R. W. Lide, J. D. Pitts, H. P. McGee; for the vacancy 
from Virginia, we nominate as follows: R. H. Pitt, Robert Frazier, 
W. M. Vines; for the vacancy from Mississippi, we nominate as 
follows: W. F. Yarborough, I. P. Trotter, P. I. Lipsey. 

It is only fair to the two members of this Committee whose 
names appear in the above lists that it be stated that their names 
were placed on the lists over their protest. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JUNIUS W. MILLARD, 
P. I. LIPSEY, 
C. A. SMITH, 
H. A. SUMRELL, 
H. A. PORTER. 

39. On motion of J. J. Hall, North Carolina, it was 

Resolved, That we look with devout gratitude to Almighty God 
upon the advance throughout the wide world of the cause of 
Peace, for "Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war; 
and we desire and will pray for the day to hasten when all nations 
will settle their difficulties by arbitration rather than the resort 
to arms; and the song of the angels at the advent of Christ be 
fully realized—"Peace on earth, good will to men." 

40. On motion of M. J. Breaker, Missouri, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretaries be requested to send the follow­
ing telegram to Dr. S. H. Greene, Washington, D. C: 

"The Southern Baptist Convention send hearty Christian 
greetings to the Northern societies, and requests them to join us 
in prayer at noon tomorrow for God's blessing on our great com­
mon cause at home and abroad." 

41. At the request of the Baptist Young People's Union 
it was agreed to publish the proceedings of their meeting 
held in connection with the meeting of the Convention. 

42. By general consent the Convention considered the 
erection of a memorial building, to be permanent, and used 
as a house of worship on the grounds of the Jamestown 
Exposition. Addresses were made by P. B. Barrett, Vir­
ginia ; E. W . Stephens, Missouri; L. G. Broughton, Geor­
gia; and a sum amounting to $600.00 was contributed for 

that purpose. 
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43. The Committee appointed to consider the feasibility 

of securing another place of meeting reported recommend­

ing the adoption of certain provisions which would ma­

terially aid in removing the difficulties under which the 

Convention had labored, and the report was adopted. 

44. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by J. 

J. Hall, North Carolina. 

SECOND DAY, EVENING SESSION. 

45. The Convention reassembled at 8 o'clock, Joshua 
Levering, Maryland, presiding, and, after singing, was led 
in prayer by W. H. Smith, Virginia. 

46. The Committee on Order of Business reported, out­
lining the order for the rest of the session. 
47. J. D. Chapman, South Carolina, read the report of 

the Committee on 

Papal Fields. 

The Committee on Papal Fields beg to make the following 
report: 

A study of the reports of the work for the year in papal fields 
reveals the following facts: 

The fields of operation are Italy, Brazil, Argentina, and Mex­
ico. The number of organized churches under our control in all 
these fields is 166. The number of outstations where preaching 
is done more or less regularly is 49. W e have in these countries 
76 missionaries, 64 ordained native preachers, and 62 unordained 
native helpers. During the present year there were 1,180 bap­
tisms. The present membership is 6,679. While there are 166 
organized churches and 296 outstations, there are only 56 church 
buildings. So that there are 110 organized churches without 
houses of worship. 

In all of these fields there are 110 Sunday schools and 21 day 
schools. 

W e find that the whole number of baptisms for the year in our 
Foreign Mission work is 2,239. Of this a little more than half 
were in papal fields and 840 out of the 1,180 were in Brazil. Brazil 
then seems to be our fertile ground for sowing the seeds of truth. 
The present membership in all our foreign work is 13,437. Of 
this 6,679 belong to papal fields. 
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Let no one think that the work in papal fields is easy. The 
people have a form of Christianity which is hoary with age, and 
an organization which binds men's consciences in a political and 
religious bond that cannot easily be broken. Romanism in these 
countries as little represents Christianity as did the scribes and 
Pharisees represent the teachings of the prophets in Christ's day. 
Our Lord said of them that they would compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, and by so doing made him tenfold more the 
child of hell. So Rome seems in these countries to lead her 
people into superstition and darkness, from which it is difficult 
to bring them out. 

Rome carries more of a blight than of life to the countries 
where she dominates. The right to investigate in religious 
matters is denied the people. There is no aspiration to holy 
living. They approach God too much through an earthly inter­
mediary, when we are told to come boldly to a throne of grace 
where we may obtain help in time of need. They take away the 
key of knowledge and blind the eyes of the worshiper. 

W e believe that we hold the word of God in its purity; we 
believe that Romanism misrepresents Christianity, and it be­
comes our imperative duty as loyal subjects of the King to carry 
them the gospel as it was once for all delivered to the saints. 
W e are doing this slowly, but should we not do so with more 
seriousness of purpose? W e believe this people to be guilty of 
idolatry. They do much the same thing as the people under 
Jeroboam, of whom it is so often said: "He made Israel to sin." 
Amid the images, pictures, etc., of a great cathedral where the 
people bow before these images for worship, it would seem there 
is no room for spiritual worship, and yet our Lord said: "God is 
spirit, and they that worship him must worship in spirit and in 
truth." 

In papal fields our missionaries antagonize not only Roman­
ism in its worst form, but socialism, which is still more deadly, 
and in some of the countries they must live in a climate full of 
deadly poison. There are great hindrances; they do not, how­
ever, overwhelm the spirit of our brave missionaries. 

There is a great need of more men and women to preach the 
gospel to the perishing millions. There is a great need of more 
church buildings, that the newly formed companies may have 
centers and places of meeting. There is an urgent need of more 
day schools where we can take hold of the children and teach 
them the way of the Lord. 

If in faith we meet all of these demands and difficulties, 
whether of climate or superstition and unbelief, the walls of 
opposition, as strong as those of Jericho, will fall, and to our 
King Jesus will be given the victory in the salvation of those for 
whom he died. Respectfully submitted, 

J. D. CHAPMAN, South Carolina; 
W. L. DORGAN, Kentucky; 
CHAS. W. DANIELS, Texas; 
M. L. THOMAS, Missouri; 
JOS. L. KENDRICK, Louisiana. 
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48. H. W . Battle, North Carolina, from the Committee, 
reported on 

The Finances of the Foreign Board. 

Your Committee begs to report that the collections for the 
year were over $400,000, and w e begin the new year free of debt. 
The increase in offerings is more than one-third, but this total of 
$400,000 given for Foreign Missions amounts to only twenty cents 
for each of our Southern Baptists—a shamefully inadequate sum! 
W e ought to give to the Lord's work as he has prospered us, and 
our giving to this great work of Foreign Missions has surely not 
been in the measure of our prosperity, for throughout our country, 
and especially in the South, wealth is increasing at a rapid rate. 
Much has been given to Southern Baptists, and from them much 
is required. The United States is now the wealthiest and most 
prosperous of all the nations of the earth. Four-fifths of the 
Baptists of the world live in this country, and three-fourths of 
these live within the borders of our Southern Baptist Convention. 
From this it appears that a large responsibility rests upon South­
ern Baptists. 

W e cannot in this generation bring the gospel to all the 
millions in pagan lands without giving for the support of this 
work ten times the sum we are now contributing. The doctrine 
of Christian stewardship must be emphasized. The wealth of 
Southern Baptists should be used more largely for God's glory 
and the advancement of his kingdom, or it will prove a curse to 
those who possess it, for "it is required of a steward that he be 
found faithful." 

The great awakening in China, Japan, and Korea calls for 
special efforts in Christianizing these people. They are turning 
away from paganism, and will lapse into atheism if we do not 
give them the gospel. Large sums are needed in these countries 
for the establishment and endowment of schools and seminaries, 
for if these countries are to be evangelized, it must be through 
the work of the natives, trained by our missionaries and educated 
in schools and seminaries, which we must establish and support. 
The natives know the language, customs, manners, and life of 
their people, and they alone can evangelize these countries. 

Some of our brethren of other denominations have a vision of 
great things that can be accomplished now in China and Japan, 
and are trebling and quadrupling their foreign mission offerings. 
This is the time for Southern Baptists to give to this great work 
some adequate portion of the wealth which God has placed in their 
hands, and if we will not rise to this emergency, let us no longer 
be called Missionary Baptists. 

W e do not believe that many of our people realize their 
responsibility as God's stewards, and therefore we recommend 
that this Board, in cooperation with the H o m e Mission Board and 
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the State Secretaries, arrange a thorough campaign in each 
State to inculcate the principles and practice of Christian stew­
ardship. Respectfully submitted, 

J. E. FRANKLIN, 
H. W. BATTLE, 
GEO. W. ELLIS, 
C. E. STUBBLEFIELD, 
J. C. C. BLACK, 
W. E. MASON, 
T. B. HATCHETT, 
J. T. SLADE, 
C. C. SLAUGHTER, 

Committee. 49. In considering the above reports the Convention 

was addressed by P. H. Anderson, under appointment to 
the China Mission; J. W . Bailey, North Carolina; P. J. 

WiUingham, Virginia; G. W . Truett, Texas; and W . W . 
Brooks, Georgia; and then these reports were adopted. 

50. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by J. 

H. Eager, Maryland. 

PINE STREET CHURCH, 

CORNER PINE ANO ALBEMARLE STREETS 
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THIRD DAY, MORNING SESSION. 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, May 18, 1907. 

51. The Convention met at 9 :30 o'clock, and, after sing­

ing, was led in prayer by A. C. Graves, Kentucky. 

52. The journal was read and confirmed. 

53. The following committees were announced: 

On Reports of Vice Presidents.—Preston Blake, Kentucky; 
R. C. Buckner, Texas; F. Y. Campbell, Missouri; Z. T. Cody, 
South Carolina; W. A. Hobson, Florida; C. B. Waller, Tennessee; 
E. G. WiUingham, Georgia; J. A. Hackett, Mississippi; J. W. 
Lynch, North Carolina. 

On Woman's Work.—C. A. Stakely, Alabama; W. Russell 
Owen, Maryland; R. T. Vann, North Carolina; J. H. Edwards, 
South Carolina; J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky; J. E. Hampton, 
Missouri; W m . Cooksey, Arkansas; C. W. Duke, Florida; J. U. 
H. Wharton, Louisiana. 

On Nominations.—F. C. McConnell, Missouri; George Hillyer, 
Georgia; Paul V. Bomar, Alabama; W. R. L. Smith, Virginia; 
J. E. Healy, Maryland; B. H. Carroll, Texas; A. T. Robertson, 
Kentucky; T. J. Taylor, North Carolina; Joel I. Allen, South 
Carolina; F. K. Mathiews, Tennessee; W. C. Foster, Florida; 
H. A. Porter, Oklahoma; W T. Amis, Arkansas; C. V. Edwards, 
Louisiana; J. J. Darlington, District of Columbia. 

On Enrollment.—J. J. Bennett, Georgia; Geo. W. Ellis, Ala­
bama; H. Beauchamp, Arkansas; J. G. Bow, Kentucky; C. P. 
Stealy, District of Columbia; W. A. Kingsley, Florida; E. D. 
West, Texas; E. O. Ware, Louisiana; M. J. Breaker, Missouri; 
W. P. Blake, Oklahoma; R. H. Tandy, Mississippi; Livingston 
Johnson, North Carolina; W. T. Derieux, South Carolina; W. C. 
Golden, Tennessee; Chas H. Ryland, Virginia. 

On Time of Meeting and Preacher.—I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee; 
J. T. Love, Georgia; W. H. Smith, Virginia; T. T. Eaton, Ken­
tucky; C. C. Coleman, Texas; L. P. Leavell, Mississippi; H. E. 
Tralle, Missouri; W m . Lunsford, North Carolina; M. McGee, 
South Carolina; E. H. Swem, District of Columbia; J. H. Tyler, 
Maryland; W. L. Mahon, Florida; Richard Hall, Alabama. 

54. On motion of A. N. Couch, Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That we ask Dr. B. H. Carroll, of Texas, to address 
the Convention on the Friday of our meeting in 1908 at 11 a. m. 
on a subject of his own choosing. 
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55. B. W . Spilman, North Carolina, from the commit­

tee appointed at the preceding session on the place of next 

meeting reported the nomination of Hot Springs, Arkan­

sas ; and the report was adopted. 

56. On motion of A. N. Couch, Kentucky, the Presi­

dent was authorized to appoint a committee to report at 

the next session upon a place for the holding of the session 

of 1.909. 

57. By desire of an aged brother, supposed to be passing 

away at his home, the Convention engaged in prayer, led 

by 0. F. Gregory, Virginia. 

58. P. T. Hale, Kentucky, read the following report 

from the committee appointed at the preceding session 

(item 90, Proceedings 1906) on the subject of 

Denominational Education. 

The old Committee to whom was referred this subject at the 
last session of this body beg leave to present the following report: 

W e ' have corresponded with the brethren in all the Southern 
States upon this subject, and have got such information as we 
could from the Baptist Year Book for 1907. But the figures are 
far from complete, and sometimes estimates have been made; 
there is evidently great need of greater attention to our statistics 
upon this important matter. 

W e find much in the condition of our denominational schools 
to call forth devout gratitude to God and much cause of admira­
tion and appreciation of the self-sacrificing and devoted workers 
who are carrying on this great work. 

W e regard the subject as one of transcendent importance. 
Its primal and even vital relation to all our other work impresses 
us if we but reflect how much we owe to denominational educa­
tion. Out of the Baptist college have come most of our foreign 
missionaries. Out of the Baptist college have come many of the 
leaders in our home missionary society. Out of the Baptist col­
lege have come the splendid faculty of our great Seminary. Out 
of the Baptist college have come many of the most useful and 
eminent of our pastors. Out of the Baptist college have come 
the editors of our denominational press whose work is absolutely 
essential for the progress of our denomination. In the Baptist 
college many of these consecrated servants of God were con­
verted. In the Baptist college many were called of the Holy 
Spirit to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. In the Baptist 
college many were called to go far hence to the Gentiles. 

Indeed, in a sense we may say that we owe our vigorous exist­
ence to Christian culture. W e are great because of the mission-
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ary idea. This we largely owe to Adoniram Judson and Luther 
Rice, whose scholarly knowledge of the Greek Scripture led them 
to the Baptists. Rice saw that the only way to interest Baptists 
in missions was through sound Christian learning. His slogan 
was missions through Christian education. The result was the 
founding of the Baptist colleges throughout the South. Thus, 
with us, the renaissance of missions was synchronous with the 
renaissance of Christian culture. If all that Wake Forrest College 
had ever done for Baptists was to give them Matthew T. Yates, 
that achievement would be worth all the money that the denomi­
nation has ever given it. 

Therefore, as the constitution of this Convention says that it 
should be its design "to promote foreign and domestic missions 
and other important objects connected with the Redeemer's king­
dom," we feel that it is not only proper for the Convention to 
order such a report as this, but that it should, by bringing this 
subject annually before it, take cognizance of these institutions 
upon which should its progress and glory depend; and by an 
annual discussion of this subject in this body enlarge the work 
of education and stir up our constituency to still greater efforts 
along this line. 

BAPTIST SCHOOLS. 

State. 
Alabama 

Florida 

Mississippi 
Missouri 
North Carolina .. 
South Carolina .. 

Indian Territory . 

In­
struct­
ors. 

... 50 

... 49 

... 48 

... 123 

... 117 

. .. 17 

... 53 

.. . 143 

... 197 

... 63 

. .. 69 

.. . 171 

... 121 

... 16 

1,237 

Stu­
dents. 
783 

1,965 
500 

1,687 
2,603 
177 

1,049 
1,557 
4,363 
930 

1,440 
2,915 
1,656 
446 

21,298 

Minis­
terial. 
58 
43 
20 
39 
52 
20 
58 
219 
119 
38 
87 
246 
68 
23 

1,090 

Property 
besides 

Endowment. 
$ 280,000 

300,000 
300,000 
735,000 
509,000 
90,000 

190,000 
666,800 
497,000 
390,000 
292,000 

1,211,500 
1,033,085 
200,000 

$6,594,385 

Endowment. 
$ 85,000 

20,000 
225,000 
'382,000 
478,000 
40,000 

105,000 
537,050 
317,868 
138,364 
173,442 
239,235 
372,745 

$3,113,704 

Total property and endowment $9,708,089 

We find briefly: 
1. That most of our institutions are in debt, of which they 

should be promptly relieved. 
2. That our schools are a great unifying force. President 

J. W. Conger writes: "Our Baptist schools in Arkansas have 
saved the day for the Baptists in all our divisions, and they are 
now the unifying power of the denomination in this State." 

3. There is great need of manual and technological training, 
which must be added if they are to make progress or even hold 
their own. 
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4. There is no well defined, generally accepted plan of owner­
ship. Some schools are owned by stock companies, some by an 
Association, or by a group of Associations, and some by the State 
Conventions. 

5. The H o m e Board is doing a much needed and extremely 
important work through our Mountain Schools, and its hands 
should be strengthened in its efforts in this direction. 

6. There is not one Baptist young person in ten who is in our 
Baptist schools that ought to be there. 

7. There are fewer real colleges for women than for men; but 
Tennessee is just opening one, and Virginia is raising a half 
million dollars for a woman's college in connection with Rich­
mond College. 

8. From the best figures available, North Carolina leads in the 
number of students in Baptist schools, with Texas and Kentucky 
following far behind. 

9. In the number of ministerial students, Texas leads, with 
Missouri a close second, each having nearly as many as any other 
two States. 

10. In property and equipment, exclusive of endowment, Texas 
and Virginia lead, with Georgia a close third. 

11. In permanent endowment, Missouri leads, with Kentucky 
a close second. 

12. In proportion to her endowment, Arkansas is teaching 
more young people than any other,State. Louisiana, while weak 
educationally, is bravely going forward in her educational enter­
prises. 

In view of the above situation presented by these figures, this 
Committee makes the following recommendations: 

1. That a vigorous campaign for Baptist education be pressed 
in our boundary, and that pastors, editors, educators, and our 
people generally be urged to press this great work with conse­
crated vigor. 

2. That great effort be made to bring into our schools for 
thorough training those w h o m God has called into the ministry 
of his Son. Southern white Baptists number over 1,800,000, and 
have only about 1,500 being educated for the ministry—one to 
every 12,000. 

3. That our pastors urge upon the men of large means the 
duty of giving liberally while alive to our institutions, and of 
leaving bequests to them in their wills. 

4. That w e study the subject of correlation of our schools. 
That we strive to adequately equip and endow our institutions so 
that they may be at least the equals of their strongest competi­
tors. The number and location of our schools should be the 
result of careful judgment and patient wisdom. One of our new­
est States has started sixteen Baptist colleges within its bounds 
within the last half century, and is cutting poles for another; of 
the sixteen,' seven are dead—certainly a large mortality. The 
disease of starting Baptist colleges has been sporadic, endemic, 
and epidemic. Our Baptist liberty has passed into educational 
license and dissipations. The growth of State Universities and 
the largely advancing public high school will indeed compel us to 
"federate and fight, or surrender"—or, indeed, not only compel us to "federate and fight, or surrender," but to more heavily 
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endow all of our institutions. Our colleges may well say, "Give 
me endowment or give me death." 

5. That closer relation to the denomination in their respective 
States on the part of all our institutions. If our people are to be 
interested in our schools, and give them freely of their money, 
they must control them and be taken into the confidence of the 
leaders. They must in a wise way control them. 

6. That not only the Bible be taught in all of our schools, but 
also Baptist principles and Baptist history—without, of course, 
forcing upon the students of other denominations our views; but 
Baptists should feel that our Baptist schools are differentiated so 
widely from State schools, not only in spirit, but in religious 
teaching, that it is worth while for them to sacrifice and give 
their hard earned money that their schools may flourish and be 
equal to the greatest in the land. Our people must feel that, as 
Christians and Baptists, they are receiving the proper quid pro 
quo. 

7. That the Baptists loyally patronize their own schools. 
8. That our people earnestly pray and study as to whether the 

time has not now come when the nearly two million white Bap­
tists of the South should found at some city that may be decided 
by the Convention most suitable, a great Baptist University-
one that shall be worthy of the great denomination, with its 
increasing numbers and rapidly enlarging wealth, and true to the 
supreme principles for which we stand—that it help to take the 
entire South for the Baptists, to whom it rightly belongs, and 
through the South the world for truth and Christ. 
After an address by the chairman, the report was 
adopted. 
59. The delegates to the Women's Missionary Union 
were invited to the floor of the Convention. 
60. The special order being the consideration of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, the Convention 

was addressed by E. Y. Mullins, its President; W. W. 

Landrum, Georgia; W. J". Northen, Georgia; W. E. 

Hatcher, Virginia; A. T. Robertson, Kentucky; J. H. 

Eager, Maryland; J. B. Marvin, Kentucky. 

61. In accordance with the action of yesterday, the work 

of the Convention was suspended, and devotional exercises 

were engaged in for united prayer to God for his blessing 

upon the common work of the Baptists of the United 

States, J. M. Erost, Tennessee, leading. 

62. The special order being the consideration of the 

interests of the Baptist Women's Training School for Mis-
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sionaries, addresses were made by J. M. Frost, Tennessee; 

W. E. Hatcher, Virginia; and a contribution of $4,580.00 

was made to the building fund of that institution. During 

the informal consideration it was, on motion" of J. M. 

Erost, Tennessee, 

Resolved, That this Convention rejoices to know of the suc­
cessful operation of the Baptist Women's Training School for 
Missionaries, at Louisville, Ky., and indorse the movement being 
made by the Woman's Missionary Union to purchase property 
for a home in which to conduct the work. 

63. The Convention adjourned, after prayer by W. P. 

Gwaltney, North Carolina. 

THIRD DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION. 

64. The Convention having assembled at 3 o'clock, was 

led in prayer by A. U. Boone, Tennessee. 

65. The Committee on the 

Report of the Sunday School Board, 

through R, G. Bowers, Arkansas, made the following re­

port: 

The Sunday School Board says in its report to this Conven­
tion: "The affairs of this Board have moved on as usual in 
excellent shape." This expresses a great fact, and a very com­
forting fact, to Southern Baptists. Our hearts are not troubled 
with doubts and fears as to the outcome of a year's work by this 
Board. The business management has been so wise and aggres­
sive, and the blessings of God have been so continuous and 
abundant, that we expect nothing short of the recounting of great 
achievements in their reports. God has given another year of 
unsurpassed blessings upon the work of the Sunday School 
Board, for which every Southern Baptist should be profoundly 
grateful. 

This unbroken sweep of success in business must not make us 
neglectful of our obligations to the work of the Board. The 
work is dependent upon us, and deserves the hearty support and 
cooperation of all our people, from the smallest Sunday school to 
the greatest church in our Southland. Our appeal is that the 
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Sunday School Board be given its rightful heritage—that is, the 
Sunday School business in all the churches cooperating in this 
Convention. 

The benevolences of the Board show a liberal and cheerful 
spirit. Sometimes the donations have come unsolicited and 
unexpected, but always to supply a genuine need. The gifts of 
the Board from its business earnings for the past year have 
reached the magnificent sum of $28,000, and in sixteen years have 
amounted to more than $222,000. The promise is that as the 
years go by the gifts of the Board will be increased, and that the 
Sunday School Board will stand as one of the greatest supporters 
of all our missionary enterprises. Those of our people who have 
cooperated with the Board in doing this business have their part 
in all the good work done by the Board. 

The work of the Field Secretaries is thoroughly established. 
Much and lasting good has been accomplished through this 
medium. The work that must be done by these secretaries has 
only been begun. Wherever they have been, new enthusiasm 
and interest is felt in Sunday school work. The field has been 
touched only in places by these men, hence offers large opportu­
nities for future development. 

The Board is filling a long-felt want in supplying a systematic 
course of teacher training. The Board believes that the work 
of our Sunday schools cannot rise above the teachers in the 
Schools. It is, therefore, making a strenuous effort to reach the 
teachers and cooperate with them in preparing them for teaching. 
Large returns have come from these efforts. There are now 
more than 8,000 teachers taking this course, and the enrollment 
is rapidly increasing. W e commend most heartily what has been 
done, and we trust that the Board will see fit to enlarge this 
work from time to time. 

The Board feels called upon to assist not only in teaching the 
word of God to saint and sinner alike, but also feels that God 
would use them in training the saved for service. To this end 
the Board is putting out some very helpful B. Y. P. U. literature, 
and is greatly strengthening the work of the B. Y. P. U. in the 
churches of the South. Your Committee would commend this 
literature as the best that can be had for the use of our young 
people. 

It has been hoped by many that the time would soon come 
when one of the Field Secretaries of the Sunday School Board 
would be asked to perform the duties of B. Y. P. U. Secretary in 
the territory of the Southern Baptist Convention. A resolution 
was passed by the B. Y. P. U. Convention, which met in this city 
two days ago, making request that arrangements be made by the 
Sunday School Board to have one Field Secretary give his time 
to the development of the B. Y. P. U. in our churches. Your 
Committee is convinced that the time for such a movement is 
upon us, and commends the request of the B. Y. P. U. Convention 
to the favorable consideration of the Sunday School Board. W e 
believe much good will result from such an arrangement. 

The work of the Sunday School Board has been done almost 
entirely by means of its business earnings. It has asked for no 
contributions to anything except to the Bible Fund. The con­tributions to this interest have been small and wholly inadequate 
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to the demands for such work. The contributions to this fund 
from the States last year reached the small amount only of $3,200. 
We believe this fund should be greatly enlarged, and the Board 
asked to press the work of Bible colportage within our territory. 
To this end your Committee would urge that Children's Day be 
observed in all our Sunday Schools, and that our churches be 
asked to make offerings to this very worthy cause. 

The work of the Board is praiseworthy. The blessings of God 
upon its work inspires profound thanksgiving. The Board 
deserves the unstinted support and the loyal cooperation of all 
our people. May God help us to give it to them. 

R. G. BOWERS, 
S. P. BROOKS, 
W. C. FOSTER, 
W. D. HUBBARD, 
JAS. H. BENNETT, 
HIGHT C. MOORE, 
S. M. BROWN, 
A. C. DAVIDSON. 

The report was discussed by R. G Bowers, Arkansas; 

S. P. Brooks, Texas; W . D. Nowlin, Kentucky; B. G. 

Lowrey, Mississippi; Harvey Beauchamp, Arkansas; W . 

E. Brittain, Texas; L. P. Leavell, Mississippi; B. W . 

Spilman, North Carolina; R. M. Inlow, Missouri; I. J. 

Van Ness, Tennessee; J. M. Erost, Tennessee; and the 

report was adopted. » 

66. Waldemar, Baron Uixkuill, of Russia., was pre­

sented to the Convention, and made an address. 

67. On motion of J. N. Prestridge it was 

Resolved, That this body cordially sympathizes with the effort 
of the Baptist Union of Russia to establish a Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Rivel, and commends this enterprise to the good will 
and liberality of the Baptist brotherhood. This Seminary enter­
prise is represented by Baron Uixuill, the treasurer of the 
Russian Baptist Union, w h o m the Union has sent to enlist in their 
work the sympathy and cooperation of their American brethren. 

68. On motion of George Hillyer, Georgia, it was 

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of three, 
whose duty it shall be to arrange for the holding of a mass-meet-
lag in the Convention Hall on the Sunday afternoon during the 
next annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention; said 
mass-meeting to consider and counsel together as to what may 
nest be done by Christian men and ministers, especially Baptists, 

creating a more wholesome public opinion; for making the 
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criminal laws more certain, more prompt, and more effective; sr 
as to take away the reproach resting on civilization and religio. 
by the prevalence of crime and lynchings; and so as to make the 
law respected and effective in all parts of our common country. 

The committee was made to consist of Geo. Hillyer, 

Georgia; T. H. Ellett, Virginia; J. N. Prestridge, Ken­

tucky. 

69. Invitations were extended to a number of fraternal 

visitors from the Northern Baptist Convention to the 

privileges of the Convention, and they were publicly rec­

ognized. 

70. On motion of E. E. Folk, Tennessee, the following 

was adopted: 

WHEBEAS, The greatest enemy of the cause of Christ which 
we as a Convention in part represent is the legalized liquor 
traffic; 

W H E R E A S , All of the States composing this Convention have 
more or less of prohibition territory within their borders; 

Resolved, 1. That we respectfully, but very earnestly, request 
the officers of our National Government not to issue privilege 
taxes for the sale of liquors where its sale is prohibited by the 
laws of the State. 

2. That we urge our Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to pass the Hepburn-Dolliver bill, or the Littlefield-Carmack bill, 
or some similar measure making liquor shipped from one State 
into another subject to the laws of the State into which it is 
imported. 
In voting upon the resolution, it was ordered that the 
mover of it, E. E. Folk, be requested to present the same 
to the General Baptist Convention at the Jamestown Ex­
position. 

71. W. J. Northen, Georgia, presented the following: 

WHEBEAS, The Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, 
at its last session, by resolution endorsed the establishing of a 
Baptist Assembly Grounds in Western North Carolina, and invited 
the Southern Baptist Convention to endorse the movement; and 

W H E R E A S , Such grounds have been established in the Swan­
nanoa Gap of the Blue Ridge Mountains, east of Asheville; 

Resolved, That at the request of the North Carolina Baptist 
State Convention, the Southern Baptist Convention does hereby 
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endorse the movement without assuming any financial responsi­
bility. 

After desultory discussion it was adopted. 

72. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by 

B. W . Spilman, North Carolina. 

THIRD DAY, EVENING SESSION. 

73. The Convention met at 8 :15 P.M., and was led in 
prayer by J. M. Weaver, Kentucky. 

74. J. B. Gambrell, Texas, read the following report on 

The Fields of the Home Board. 

When the Master would enlist his disciples in an immediate 
effort to reach the lost about them, he commanded them to lift 
up their eyes and look on the fields even then white to the har­
vest. W e are so constituted that we cannot be interested in 
what we do not see. This Convention has, for the sake of effi­
ciency, divided the world-field into two parts, and has organized 
two Boards through which the churches and individuals may 
cooperate to carry out the Master's will for the saving of the 
nations. To the Home Board has been given all our home land, 
Cuba, the Isle of Pines, and Panama; to the Foreign Board, the 
regions beyond. The work is one. The fields are vitally related. 
On the Southern field, there are, lacking a few, 2,000,000 white 
Baptists, and approximately as many negro Baptists. These 
are, for the most part, sound in the fundamentals of the gospel, 
but untrained and consequently inefficient in the Master's service. 
This condition has come on largely by reason of the circum­
stances of the past. By far the greatest work of Southern Bap­
tists now is to train this great mass of disciples to hold and save 
this Southland, and to turn them as an irresistible army on the 
world for its conquest to the reign of Jesus. 

The South is today undergoing rapid and radical changes. W e 
are blind if we do not see it. This transformation is changing 
this country from a purely pastoral and agricultural country to a 
great industrial center. The whole world is converging its forces 
on the South to change it. The South has what the world needs 
and desires and will have. No dreamer in his wildest dreams 
ever pictured such a development as is going on now among us. 
On the highest authority it is published that the increase in 
wealth last year in the South went forward at the marvelous rate 
of $7,300,000 a day for every day in the whole year. This devel-

2 
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opment must go on, for it will remain true that the whole world 
must depend on us, indefinitely, for its cotton, which is rapidly 
coming into increasing use. It is further stated, on high author­
ity, that the Southern States of the Union can duplicate the min­
eral and timber supply of the rest of the country. With a genial 
climate, fertile soil, and inexhaustible raw material at hand, it 
is evident our industrial development has just begun. 

The early completion of the Isthmian Canal guarantees the 
country a Southern commercial and financial front, with great 
cities lining our gulf coast. All the great railroad systems span­
ning the continent are now seeking gulf outlets. In the railroad 
world, the shortest and easiest haul determines the course of 
commerce. Large steamship lines are planned to fit into the new 
situation now coming on. The South is in the path of destiny. 
It can no more resist the forces conspiring to make it great than 
the spheres can resist the force of gravitation. Already the 
swelling tide of immigration is deflecting southward. The 
demand for labor to further the development now going forward 
is increasing constantly. It is certain that not one or two 
States will feel the invasion of peoples of other tongues, but all 
the States will. It is as inevitable as the tides. 

Then, our own native population is rapidly changing from the 
country to the towns and cities. The frontier territory of this 
Convention is settling at a rate unthinkable to one not informed. 
The whole vast situation is rapidly changing, and the tumult of 
nations is heard in our midst. From the missionary standpoint 
this makes an opportunity and a peril. If the Baptists of the 
South do not give heed in time to these changes, they will lose 
the greatest missionary opportunity of the ages, and will put 
themselves at a serious disadvantage for all time to come. 

Much can be said of every feature of the work of the Home 
Board; but it needs to be said with the utmost insistence that, 
if we lose the cities of our own land, the scepter passes from us. 
And w e lose the power in coming years to sustain those vast 
operations in heathen lands necessary to their spiritual regenera­
tion; for it is certain that in the future, as in the past, the cities 
will dominate the world. More than anywhere else, or every­
where else, the battle for Christianity and civilization is to be 
fought in the cities, where Satan's seat is. To save our rapidly 
growing cities, the H o m e Board could well spend next year a half 
million dollars, and on, year by year. In a few years this would 
come back in contributions for the conquest of the regions 
beyond. It is impossible to adequately depict the folly of surren­
dering the cities of the South to the domination of unfriendly 
forces. If we lose the cities in the South, in the long run, we lose 
the religious leadership of the South. And if we Baptists lose 
here, w e lose the largest Baptist hope in the world. Your Com­
mittee, with a profound conviction of the importance of saving 
our cities, insists that from now on a very aggressive work be 
prosecuted on this line. 

The Baptists in the mountain sections of the South have a rich 
mine of wealth in the sturdy people who inhabit these regions. 
They are Anglo-Saxon, and N e w Testament teachings and feeling 
are strong in them. They like the N e w Testament, and lean to the Baptists. They have vigorous consciences, and are Baptist 



PROCEEDINGS. 35 

already in large numbers. And withal, they are aspiring in a 
good way. If they can have the opportunities they desire and 
will gladly use, they will become an inexhaustible source of 
supply, and will enrich with a virile manhood and womanhood 
everything they touch. It is the sorriest sort of missionary 
policy to fail to utilize the great people for the enrichment of the 
world. Your Committee warmly approves the policy of the 
Board with respect to the mountain section of our territory. 

Within our Southland and a part of us are millions of Africans. 
They came not here of their own choice, but they will remain of 
their choice. It is good for us that so many of them are Baptists. 
It will be better for us if we help them to be better Baptists. It 
cannot be that it is our duty to preach the gospel to negroes in 
Africa and not at our doors. More and more the burden, the 
blessed divine burden, of helping our brothers in black, must be 
accepted by us as an allotted task in the Master's kingdom. 

Within the territory of this Convention are today hundreds of 
thousands of peoples, from practically every nation under the 
heavens. And others are coming in ceaseless streams. Maybe 
we do not wish them to come. They are coming just as much as 
if we did. The missionary way to look at it is to regard every 
comer from any clime or country as a missionary opportunity— 
first to make him a disciple, and then a missionary to his own 
people and to the world. The Spirit that would deny the light of 
life to the lowest of any race is not good enough to preach the 
gospel to the best of any race. If race prejudices and antag­
onisms hold us back from doing our duty to the host coming to us 
from all shores, we are poor representatives of him who gave his 
life for the whole lost world. There is not around the world a 
better missionary opportunity than the God of the nations of 
grace is laying at our feet. Happy will we be, if joyfully we 
accept it and use it. 

Your Committee would ask this Convention to lift up its eyes 
and look on Cuba and the other Spanish-speaking countries now 
stretching out their hands to us. In these countries there is a, 
rapid transformation going on. It is a time of opportunity to 
plant the true cross where before was only the symbol of it. 

This Convention has a western frontier, following the contour 
of the land from the southern point of Texas to the extreme 
northern point of Oklahoma, as far as from Texas to New York. 
The whole of It is settling at a rate unthinkable for one not 
Informed. Here days count for months, and weeks for years, so 
rapidly do things move. If we could be first in a thousand new 
communities we would hold a great advantage. If we loiter and 
others are first, we throw away our advantage and increase our 
burdens for all time to come. 

With a conviction unutterable, your Committee would press 
the urgency of the task put upon our Home Board. It cannot 
wait. This great development goes on. The countless forces of 
nature, of commerce, with the land hunger of the world, will 
drive past us if we hesitate or halt. In the opinion of your Com­
mittee, this Convention never faced greater opportunities or 
more solemn responsibilities. If we are not to blunder inexcus­
ably, we must recast our thinking and planning into much larger 
molds if we are to win and hold and use this country for the truth. 
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Nothing but a heroic dealing with the whole situation will meet 
the needs of the hour. In all the splendid history of the Home 
Board, it never had such a work to do as lies before it today. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J B. GAMBRELL, 

T H. ELLETT, 
W O. ANDERSON, 
W. R. GWALTNEY. 

75. W. E. Hatcher, Virginia, from the committee, read 
their report on 

The Forces of the Home Mission Board. 

What does the Home Mission Board, of Atlanta, bring to this 
Convention that can command our confidence and approval? 
Hear the facts! During the past year it has had in its service 
865 workers. It reports 18,798 baptisms; Sunday schools organ­
ized, 703; churches constituted, 271; Bible conferences held, 489. 

W e would show ourselves thankless and unjust if we did not 
rejoice in such a report. Remember that this is not the amount 
of work done by the Baptists of the South for State evangeliza­
tion. The fine financial report which our Home Board brings 
indicates how much the Baptists of the South were willing to 
give for Home work outside of their own State evangelization. 
Do not forget this. 

But let us be candid. The Board did not accomplish last year 
what ought to have been done. It did manage its affairs with 
signal straightness and vigor. It did what it could and did it 
well, and did not do more only because its legitimate forces did 
not come into the battle. A criticism is needed—not a criticism 
of the Board, but of those who did not come up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty. 

In some cases pastors did not arrange for the greatest possible 
Home Mission day. They did not call for the literature; they 
did not send out personal appeals to their givers; they did 
not cry while making their sermons; they did not shed tears 
while taking their collections. The pastor is the greatest earthly 
asset of the Home Mission Board. He is the finest jewel in its 
casket. If he succeeds, everything succeeds; if he fails, every­
thing fails. And yet the Committee could not dare to omit a 
note of grateful appreciation of the leadership and power of the 
average pastor of the South in working for this Board. 

Nor can we on any account fail to recognize the heroic loyalty 
of our women. They are everywhere in the South pleading for 
Home Missions, and next year they are to take an almost miracu­
lous advance in the support of the Board. Their leadership has 
in no small measure been the salvation of this Board. They con­
stitute its angelic escort, and under their leadership the Board 
is rising to new achievements year.by year. 

Your Committee appeals to the men of wealth in the South to 
adopt this Board as one of their enterprises. It cannot do its 
work unless rich men treat it better and put bigger gifts into its 
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treasury. Let this year be rendered memorable by great con­
tributions for this Board. Let the rich brother be the friend of 
the Home Mission Board. 

But above all things, we ask for the love and the money of the 
poor. In the mites of the widow God puts his almightiness. 
Next to men as a force is money. Pray that God will send the 
men and that the people will give the money. 

The most significant feature of the past year's work of the 
Board is the revival of evangelism. W e are having a revival in 
the interest of revivals. Now we are at the dawn of this move­
ment, but when we can seize and fully use the evangelistic forces 
of the South, the gospel fires will flame through every State, and 
the day of victory will be at hand. All hail to those who are 
leading us in the movements to save the multiplying millions of 
the South! 

The report of the Board tells of a debt of $7,500. A mere 
speck, and very small; so is the fly in the pot of ointment. But 
the reputation of the ointment is vastly improved by the elimina­
tion of the fly. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. E. HATCHER, Chairman, 
JNO. J. HURT. The above reports were spoken to by J. B. Gambrell, 

Texas; W. E. Hatcher, Virginia; and B. D. Gray, 

Georgia; and were then adopted. 

76. The announcements of preachers for Sunday were 
made by P. H. Pitt, Virginia. 

77. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by 
W. W. Landrum, Georgia. 

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, 
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FOURTH DAY, THE SABBATH. 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, May 19, 1907. 

78. The various pulpits in the city of Richmond, and 

immediate vicinity, were supplied by members of the Con­

vention; and a gathering of laymen at the First Baptist 

Church in the afternoon was a marked feature of a day 

that was most beautiful and full of inspiration. Also 

a general meeting upon the subject of Evangelism 

was held at the Grove Avenue Church, at which addresses 

were delivered by W . W . Hamilton, Georgia; John E. 

White, Georgia; H. H. Hulton, North Carolina; and L. 

G. Broughton, Georgia. 

FIFTH DAY, MORNING SESSION. 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, May 20, 1907. 

79. The President called the Convention to order at 
9:30 A.M., and, after singing, W . E. Mitchell, Kentucky, 
led in prayer. 

80. The journal was read and confirmed. 
81. Howard L. Weeks, Mississippi, read the report of 

the Committee on 
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The Church Building and Loan Fund. 

No enterprise undertaken by the Baptists of the South, in 
recent times, should appeal to all of us as more wise and timely 
than this of assisting our weaker churches in important fields, in 
procuring adequate houses of worship. 

The relationship between means and ends accomplished is 
vital and determinative, and to lightly regard this relationship is 
hazardous; to ignore it is suicidal. 

An adequately equipped meeting house is a means to the end 
of saving souls, and advancing the kingdom of God in the world. 
In our Southern States today there are 3,000 churches without 
houses, and fully 1,000 more with inadequate houses. It is abso­
lutely impossible to estimate the enormous loss Baptists have 
sustained because of inadequate means for doing the work to 
which God has called them. 

The appeal made to men everywhere by a beautiful church 
building, well equipped, as it stands as a monument to the devo­
tion, self-sacrifice, and culture of God's children, is of superlative 
value. 

Our villages in the South are rapidly becoming towns; our 
towns, cities; our cities, wealthy, cultured, and beautiful. For 
the Baptists to fail to keep abreast of this advancement, and for 
them to ignore the imperative obligations entailed therein, is for 
them to adopt a policy of fatal unwisdom, whose inevitable issue 
is failure. 

There is a mighty need for Southern Baptists to speedily raise 
a permanent sum of at least one-half million dollars, the income 
from which shall be used for all time to stimulate and assist our 
weaker churches in procuring adequate equipment for their 
work; and to this end your Committee recommends that our 
Home Mission Board be requested as speedily as possible to raise 
one hundred thousand dollars of this proposed one-half million 
for church extension purposes. 

If there was wanting any proof as to the wisdom of the above 
suggested endeavor, that proof is overwhelmingly supplied us in 
the experience of some of our most successful sister denomina­
tions. Already Baptists of the South have had sufficient experi­
ence in judiciously giving aid to our weaker churches, in rapidly 
growing centers of population, to prove to them that investments 
of this kind often return to our treasury a thousandfold, and to 
our denomination a transcendant blessing in numbers, and, above 
all, to our Christ infinite, glory in the redemption of immortal 
souls. 

It is the earnest desire of your Committee that this matter of 
church loan and extension work shall be taken seriously by our 
Southern Baptists, that its possibilities be perceived, and that its 
incalculable value for the cause of Christ and the churches be 
secured. A. R. LEVE R I N G , Chairman, 

L. D. GEIGER, 
H. L. WEEKS, 
CARTER HELM JONES, 
T. B. HARRELL. 
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82. W . J. McGlothlin, Kentucky, presented the report 
of the Committee on 

Finances and Future of the Home Board. 

Your Committee desires to record their gratitude to God for 
the great work which the H o m e Board has been able to do the 
Pa^l yea? through the generosity and consecration of our neonle 
and the blessing of God. The enlarged work with a fruitage of 
more than 18,000 baptisms and 33,000 additions to the churches 
has been made possible by enlarged gifts. Southern Baptists 
have recognized in some measure at least the gravity of the 
situation before them and the greatness of the opportunity tha? 
is opening to them in the South. The Home Boar I haTreLrved 
from all sources $231,834.03, an increase of $55,422 80"over Ihe 
income of last year. This is glorious. It has enabled the Board 
to do a gr e at work. But it did not reach the mark set by this 
Convention long ago; neither did it cover the expenditures which 
the Board made In obedience to the instructions of the cJnven 
tion and in rel ance upon the liberality of the churches Hence 
we are compelled to call attention to the fact that the Board 
reports a debt of $7,440.45. This is the single shadow upon our 
work during the past year as reported to the Convention The 

Boards8 M&?* " 1S t0° "^ ^ **' « "»'« ™ 
wJ£%VhR} °f thZ future? Never were the oportunities of the 
Ho m e Board greater or the needs more pressing than at present 
The negro work, the church building work, the great Southwest 
ern work, the Cuban work, the work in some of !he older Stites, 
are all open and pressing. Shall we retrench in our own home' 
It is impossible. Shall we go forward? It is imperative. "The 
South for Christ and for truth." Let this be our battle cry. In 
view of the great needs of the work and our rapidly increasing 
wealth and power, relying upon God and our Baptist people, we 
recommend further enlargement and call for $350,000 for the 
general work at home during the next year. W e believe that 
this sum is well within the ability and obligation of our people 
and will mean more for the kingdom of God on earth and in 
heaven than an equal gift anywhere else on earth. 

W . J. M'GLOTHLIN, 
GEO. A. LOFTON, 
W. B. CRUMPTON. 

83. In the consideration of these reports, the Conven­
tion was addressed \y Howard L. Weeks, Mississippi; 
B. D. Gray, Georgia; J. T. Henderson, Virginia- R T 
Hanks, Texas; W. J. McGlothlin, Kentucky; John E 
White Georgia; R. E. Burt, Texas; Benj. Cox, Arkansas; 
and after a contribution of $5,421.63 the reports were 
adopted. 
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84. G. W . Truett, Texas, presented the report of the 
Committee on 

Evangelism. 

Evangelism is the missionary spirit in action. It is the fore­
runner of churches and the builder of churches. It is essential 
to all Christian expansion, and must give its benign influence to 
all sound teaching in the churches. Without the evangelistic 
spirit, it will be found impossible to maintain proper doctrinal 
standards. Correct teaching depends, for success, on a spiritual 
atmosphere. The Master, in his teaching, joined the two: "God 
seeketh such to worship him as worship him in spirit and in 
truth." Whoever neglects the spirit in teaching will fail. Who­
ever neglects the truth in evangelism will more than fail; for he 
will almost inevitably lead the multitudes into false hopes. 

The normal condition of every church and every preacher is 
evangelistic. The bane of many a church, strong in numbers, 
intelligence, wealth, indeed, in every element of strength but one, 
is that it has lost the seeking note. Congregations meet, preach­
ers preach, the forms of worship are decoriously observed, but all 
without any purpose to reach the lost. This brings deadness, 
and in this atmosphere of death, worldliness increases, sound 
doctrine decays, congregations disintegrate, and, in time, the 
desolation of Zion is complete. Dr. Duff well said: "The church 
that ceases to be evangelistic soon ceases to be evangelical." 

The Scriptures reveal to us the fact, not sufficiently emphasized 
of late, that while all preachers are to be evangelistic, God has 
called and given to the churches some men designated by the 
Holy Spirit especially for the service of evangelism. Such men 
have special endowments, and some of them are given an unusual 
measure of the Spirit for the work. W h e n w e cease to use these 
special gifts, in the way designed by the Giver, we discredit 
infinite wisdom, and to the same degree do hurt to the churches. 
It is the part of wisdom to look out among us men of this class, 
who measure up to the gospel standard, and see that the way is 
open for them to fulfill their ministry to the churches and to the 
lost world. 

It gives your Committee unfeigned pleasure to commend the 
wisdom of the H o m e Board in the selection of Evangelist W . W . 
Hamilton and his colaborers, for this important field of Christian 
Service. While this feature of the Board's work is new, yet the 
wisdom with which it has been managed, and the manifest bless­
ing of God upon it, has been such as to encourage large hopes for 
the future. 

It is the mission of Baptists to bring the world to an accept­
ance of the teaching of the N e w Testament, and to a faithful obe­
dience to the divine order of service. Baptists can stand for 
nothing less than the N e w Testament. And, beyond that, there 
is nothing that they desire or can accept as the truth. The 
evangelist who has to do with converts, in the early stage of 
religious life, has the first opportunity to impress upon them the 
importance of walking according to the Word of God. W e are 
profoundly impressed that no one is sent of God to reform N e w 
Testament teaching, by leaving out such parts of it as mere senti-



42 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

ment and carnal wisdom may not approve. The hour is upon us, 
when our Baptist people should aggressively urge the scriptural 
presentation of New Testament teaching, in all its parts, as the 
only real center of Christian unity in the world. It is to be sadly 
deplored that much of the present day evangelism leaves con­
verts unrelated to the churches, and wholly uninstructed as to 
their duty. In this way, many a life has been lost after the soul 
was saved. It behooves our Baptist people to send forth evan­
gelists, after a New Testament order, to supply the evident need 
of such ministry, so that the people may not be misled by spurious 
evangelism. 

In the New Testament order, everything goes out from the 
churches, and draws back into the churches. The New Testament 
knows nothing of an evangelism that leaves the saved to live 
apart from the churches. Whatever good may be done by meth­
ods and institutions apart from the churches of Christ, we must 
remember that Christ has put his honor in the churches, and has 
chosen them to be the channels through which to work out his 
purposes among men. And it needs to be said with all emphasis 
that the hope of all the generations to come, for a sound gospel, 
centers in the churches of the living God. Your Committee, 
therefore, favors an evangelism which recognizes the churches 
in their supreme place, and everywhere makes for their up­
building. 

Your Committee believes that the Home Board will serve the 
churches and the denomination at large in a noble way, by send­
ing forth men as evangelists who are not only soul-winners, but 
who can also lead in evangelistic movements throughout all our 
vast territory. The work of scriptural evangelism needs to he 
taken up in all the district associations, and made the predom­
inant purpose of their existence. It must be evident to every 
thoughtful Baptist that we are not making as much as we might 
of the district associations. W e note with much pleasure that 
many of the Boards of the State Conventions have taken up this 
work and are pressing it with diligence and most gratifying suc­
cess. It is to be fervently hoped that the Boards of all the 
District Associations, and of the State Conventions, will, in con­
junction with the Home Board, see to it that the work of script­
ural evangelism becomes predominant over all our vast field. If 
it may be so, then it will very largely settle all the questions of 
finances and discipline in the churches, and help more than all 
things else to bring in the larger and better day for which we are 
longing and looking. 

It is the function of this Convention to foster Home and For­
eign Missions, and such other enterprises as promote the Re­
deemer's Kingdom. Certainly we have been slow to come to a 
realization of the unspeakable importance of pressing this great 
instrument of power, which underlies all the other agencies of 
this Convention, and promotes them all. And certainly this Con­
vention, with its vast field, cannot turn over so great a means to 
those who will not use it for the constructive work of the denom­
ination. The churches of the South look to the Home Board as 
a channel through which they may cooperate in the constructive 
work of the denomination, in the home land. They have already 
signified how joyfully they enter into cooperation for this gracious 
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work of ministering to the lost. It is the part of the highest 
wisdom for this Convention and its Boards to meet the aspirations 
of the churches, covering the "whole field of Christian activity. 

A careful reading of the N e w Testament, which must be our 
guide book through the ages, makes clear the fact that soul-win­
ning and training went hand in hand. The Apostle Paul, who 
was the foremost evangelist of the ages, not only planted 
churches, but also faithfully trained them for future service. It 
may be that Southern Baptists have been far more derelict in 
training than in evangelizing. But as we give ourselves more 
and more to the training of the churches, we are ever to regard 
evangelism as one of the strongest auxiliaries to that end. The 
teacher in a school must have the right atmosphere, or else his 
labor will be largely lost. Looking to the continuance of the 
churches, and the construction of a great missionary force in the 
world, it behooves this Convention to give its cordial sanction 
and its utmost influence to those things which enter into the life 
of the people, and brings those lives to the fullest fruitage in the 
Master's service. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. W. TRUETT, 
JNO. D. JORDAN, 
CECIL V. COOK, 
W. M. VINES, 
C. W. DUKE, 
R. H. MARSH. 

The report was spoken to by W. W. Hamilton, Georgia, 
and G. W. Truett, Texas, and was adopted. The report, 
on motion of H. B. Taylor, Kentucky, was ordered to 
be printed in tract form. 
85. I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee, from the Committee on 
Time and Preacher of the next session, reported, recom­
mending the time to be the night of Thursday after the 
second Sunday in May, 1908; the preacher to be Henry 
W. Battle, North Carolina, or J. M. Weaver, Kentucky, 
and the report was adopted. 
86. The Committee on 

Reports of Vice Presidents 

reported through Z. T. Cody, and the report was adopted 
as follows: 

The reports received from Vice Presidents are so few, and 
the information given so meager, that it is impossible to make a 
report as extended as might be desired. But from the information 
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at hand, it is evident that some of the Vice Presidents are doing 
splendid service in arousing interest in the work of the Conven­
tion. Special sermons have been preached, addresses made, 
associations visited, mass-meetings held, personal letters written, 
and a large amount of missionary literature distributed. 

The reports before us make evident the fact also that efficient 
work on the part of the Vice Presidents always results in in­
creased interest in the work of the Boards. 

Your Committee would, therefore, earnestly urge increased 
activity on the part of brethren occupying this position of splen­
did opportunity. 

PRESTON BLAKE, Chairman, 
Z. T. CODY, 
J. A. HACKETT. 

87. The Committee on Nominations reported through 

F. C. McConnell, Missouri, and the report was adopted, 

as appears on page 2 of these Proceedings. 
88. The Convention adjourned with prayer by W. J. 

Ray, Alabama. 

FIFTH DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION. 

89. The Convention assembled at 3 P.M. and was led 

in prayer by W . E. Thayer, Kentucky. 

90. On motion of H. R. Schramm, Alabama, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due and 
hereby tendered to the churches' committee on entertainment for 
the elegant hospitality received; to the railways for reduced rates; 
to the steamboats for their kindness, and to the press for the full 
reports of our meetings. 

91. On motion of W. E. Mitchell, Kentucky, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Convention be instructed 
to print and distribute ten thousand copies of the Annual, and that 
they receive one hundred dollars each as compensation for their 
services. 

92. On motion of M. P. Hunt, Kentucky, the follow­

ing was adopted: 



PROCEEDINGS. 45 

W H E R E A S , The enlarging delegation attending the annual 
meetings of our Convention puts upon the Secretaries a large 
amount of work at a time when their duties are pressing them ; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this body that the Secretaries 
are hereby authorized to secure an Enrolling Clerk, to make up 
and perfect the list of delegates, and do other such work as they 
may want, and that said Enrolling Clerk be paid annually twenty-
five dollars. 

Resolved, further, That one hundred dollars be added to the 
salaries of the Secretaries. 

93. Under the direction of the Corresponding Secretary 

of the H o m e Mission Board there were presented to the 

Convention some of the missionaries in the employ of the 

Convention, and addresses were made by C. D. Daniel, 
Jonas Garcia, and Benito Perez, of the Mexican work in 

Texas; J. G. Brendle, missionary to the Pawnee Indians; 

J. L. Wise, of the Canal Zone, Panama; A. E. Brown, 

superintendent of the Mountain School work; T. H. 
Posey, North Carolina; George Hillyer, Georgia. 

94. The Convention was addressed by J. W . Brougher, 

Oregon, as representing the large number of fraternal 

visitors present from the northern anniversaries being 
held at Washington. 

95. Joshua Levering, Maryland, read the following 

report of the Committee on 

The Laymen's Missionary Movement. 

The Committee on the Laymen's Missionary Movement begs 
leave to submit the following: 

In the judgment of your Committee, there has been no organ­
ized effort in recent years for the advancement of the Kingdom of 
God having in it more of promise for practical and speedy results 
than the Laymen's Missionary Movement. 

Born in a spirit of prayer, it awakened deep conviction in the 
hearts of a few Christian men that the day had arrived for a more 
complete offering of an adequate proportion of their time and 
money to the evangelization of the world. It has 'already created 
a profound impression upon Christian men of various denomina­
tions, in widely scattered portions of our country, and is destined 
to result, in the near future, in a large increase in contributions to 
both home and foreign missions. 
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Let the thought of personal responsibility for the giving to 
God of a proper portion of the blessings he has and is bestowing 
upon us as Southern Baptists but once take root in our hearts 
and consciences, the treasuries of our boards would overflow with 
gifts willingly offered for the extension of Christ's kingdom on 
earth. 

Today we are rejoicing in the receipt by our two boards of 
$635,600, and well we may, viewed from the standpoint of the 
large increase over last year's contributions ; but does this amount 
express, in any proportionate degree, the measure of our responsi­
bility as a denomination? 

Your Committee feels deeply that it does not, and is fully con­
vinced that as a denomination we can, and should, give far more 
than even this year's contributions, and would, therefore, urge 
this Convention to express its conviction in no uncertain words as 
to the measure of responsibility resting upon our people in this 
day of God-given opportunity. Such a call your Committee has 
faith to believe would be met by the glad response from all parts 
of our territory, " W e can and w e will." 

In view of the above, your Committee begs leave to submit the 
following resolutions for adoption: 

1. That this Convention hereby expresses its hearty approval of 
the spirit and purpose of the Laymen's Missionary Movement. 

2. That our Baptist laymen throughout the South be urged to 
take prompt action, through Committees or individually, to brirjg 
the question of personal responsibility for largely increased giving 
to the Lord's cause to the thoughtful consideration of the men of 
our various churches. 

3. That this Convention request Brethren J. Harry Taylor, 
R. H. Edmonds, M. Cabell Woodward, Joshua Levering, Frank S. 
Biggs, Charles M. Ness, and I. Milton Lyell, of Baltimore, and 
J. I. Darlington and Moncure Burke, of Washington City, to form 
themselves into a volunteer committee to be called the Executive 
Committee of the Laymen's Missionary Movement of Southern 
Baptists, the object of this action being, through this agency, to 
bring more directly to the attention of our laymen the purposes 
and spirit of this movement, so greatly blessed already of God. 
In thus making this request it is clearly understood that the 
sole purpose of said committee is to stimulate the zeal and activity 
of our laymen to a more thorough consecration of their time, 
prayers, and means to the glory of God in world-wide evangeliza­
tion, through existing denominational agencies, and not for the 
purpose of soliciting contributions for any object whatsoever, 
other than the necessary expenses for the carrying on of the work 
contemplated in this request. 

4. That it is the sense of this Convention that the Baptists of 
the South may and ought to give at least $750,000 for Foreign 
Missions and $500,000 to H o m e Missions during the ensuing year; 
that our Boards be instructed to press this matter home upon the 
hearts of the brotherhood; that the Executive Committee of the 
Laymen's Movement, and the Woman's Missionary Union, be 
requested to assist the Boards in this effort. 

5. That it is the sense of this body that at the next session of 
this body, opportunity should be given, at some suitable time, for a laymen's conference, and that every member of this body pledge 
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himself to have as many laymen present at that conference as 
possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOSHUA LEVERIAG, Chairman, 
W. J. NORTHEN, Georgia, 
W M . ELLYSON, Virginia, 
MINETRY JONES, Missouri, 
J. F. B R O W N L O W , Tennessee, 
R. E. BURT, Texas, 
T. L. SMITH, South Carolina, 
C. E. VROOMAN, Dist. Columbia. 

The report was spoken to by Joshua Levering, Mary­
land; C. C. Slaughter, Texas; A. D. Freeman, Georgia; 
A. C. Avery, Missouri; J. F. Brownlow, Tennessee; R. 

H. Edmonds, Maryland; A. R. Levering, Missouri; H. 

R. Pollard, Virginia; R. E. Burt, Texas; W . L>. Epshaw, 
Georgia; George F. Haynes, Kentucky; John Peter Sauls, 

Virginia; Minetry Jones, Missouri; W . M. Mayfield, 
Missouri; T. P. Bell, Georgia; and the fourth resolution, 
offered by T. P. Bell, and the fifth resolution, offered by 

J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky, were appended to the report, 

and the whole was adopted. 

96. The Convention adjourned with prayer by Walker 

Dunson, Georgia. 

FIFTH DAY, EVENING SESSION. 

97. At 8 P.M. the Convention reassembled, and, after 

singing, was led in prayer by S. J. Porter, Missouri. 
98. A further reception was extended to a large num­

ber of brethren from the Northern Baptist Convention, to 

which response was made by E. A. Woods, N e w Jersey. 


