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CONSTITUTION. 

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and 
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 
parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur­
pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­
stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct­
ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 
gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as 
amended from time to time, are as follows: 

A R T I C L E I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

A R T . II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

A K T . III. The Convention shall consist, (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which co-oper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by a copy of the printed Minutes. 

A R T . IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several boards. 

A R T . V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as 
many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary 
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro-

(iv) 



CONSTITUTION. V 

mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other mem­
bers, seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that 

any of the Boards may have the same person to fill the two posii-
ticns of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board 
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the en­

tire management of all the affairs relating to the objects with 
v.hose interest it shall be charged; all of which management 
shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions 

adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as may 
be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to 
make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it 
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, 

and enact its own By-laws. 

ART. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all re­
ceipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the Con­

vention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as often 
as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of his 

office, give competent security to the President of the Board for 
all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall 
be open at all times to ihe inspection of any member of the Con­
vention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any 
of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board 

from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order 
shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

ART. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 

shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may re­

quire. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, 
if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

ART. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

ART. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents ap­

pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be mem­

bers of some regular church in union with the churches com­
posing this Convention. 

ART. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
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talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­
selves. 

ART. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifica­
tion is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at its 
own discretion. 

ART. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually. 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the ap­
probation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-presidents of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place 
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him 
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

ART. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may 
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the mem­
bers present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 
Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to 

endeavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, com­
bine, and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one 
sacred effort for the promulgation of the gospel, we adopt the 
following By-laws: 

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the 
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such 
exists, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in 
other cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may 
deem best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses 
incurred. 

2. That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be in­
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among the mass of the people. 

3. That the Committee of the Nomination of N e w Boards be 
instructed to nominate, as Vice Presidents of Boards, men known 
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their 
own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the con­
trary, men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Con­
vention. These Vice Presidents shall be expected to co-operate 
with the Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to 
work to be done, and they also shall be expected to present at 
the next session of the Convention a brief report in writing of 
what they had been requested to do, and of the way in which 
they have complied with these requests, with any suggestions 
they may have to offer as to the conditions and needs of their 
respective fields. It shall be the duty of each Secretary in due 
time to furnish the Vice President of his Board with suitable 
blanks for such reports, and to call their attention to this article, 
and to make any proper effort to secure the due preparation of 
these reports. In case any Vice President appointed is unable 
or unwilling to comply with the requests herein mentioned, it 
shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person 
who can, and request him to do so; and, furthermore, the Vice 
President for each State shall be desired, as speedily as possible, 
to prepare a roll of the associations, churches, and Sunday 

(vii) 
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schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of informa­
tion, and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches 
and Sunday schools are contributing to the funds of the Board 
and the annual amounts, and to make systematic effort each 
year to increase the number and amount of such contributions. 

4. The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention 
what special efforts they have been able to make toward carry­
ing out the objects of these By-laws. 

5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards 
each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to whom shall 
be referred so much of these reports as pertains to the carrying 
out of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice Presidents. 

6. The President, Vice Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con­
vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when 
there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if 
there be no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for 
the Convention. 

7. Applause on the floor of the Convention is out of order, and 
it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to promptly suppress 
all such demonstration. 

8. Speeches advocating the claims of any brother nominated 
for an office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech 
of nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination: nlso. 

addresses and responses of welcome shall be limited to one address 
of not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one response 
of not more than ten minutes. 

9. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority 
vote except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

H O T SPEINGS, A R K A N S A S , May 14, 1908. 

H E Southern Baptist Convention met this evening 

at 8 o'clock, in the Eastman Hotel, and was called 

to order by Joshua Levering, Maryland, one of the 

Vice Presidents of the preceding Convention. 

2. After singing, and the reading of various portions of 

the Scripture, prayer was offered by W . E. Hatcher, Vir­

ginia. 

3. On motion of Lansing Burrows, Tennessee, it was 

Ordered, that the calling of the roll be dispensed with, and 
that the names of those whose cards have been deposited with 
the Secretaries up to this time be recognized as constituting the 
Convention, but that the Secretaries shall be empowered to add 
to this list from cards properly authenticated that may be sub­
sequently deposited. 

4. The following cablegram from E. W. Stephens, the 

President of the preceding Convention, was read: 

"From the foot of Calvary I send greetings to my brethren 
of the Southern Baptist Convention." 

5. Joshua Levering, Maryland, having been nominated 

for the office of President, and there being no other nomi­

nations, it was, by unanimous consent, ordered that the 

Secretaries cast the ballot of the Convention, and he was 

so chosen. The President assumed the chair and ad­

dressed the Convention. 

6. The following brethren were nominated to be Vice 

Presidents: J. A. Scott, Oklahoma; W . E. Atkinson, 

Arkansas; E. C. Buckner, Texas; H . P. Pollard, Vir-

i (D 
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ginia. There being no other nominations, it was ordered, 

by unanimous consent, that the ballot of the Convention 

be cast by the Secretaries for them, and they were so 
elected. 

7. The ballot of the Convention was ordered to be cast, 

no one dissenting, for Lansing Burrows, Tennessee, and 

Oliver F. Gregory, Virginia, by H. P. Pollard, Virginia, 

and it was so done. 

8. A cablegram from Buenos Ayres reading, 

"Greetings, five hundred Chilians; Macedonian cry. Bagby." 

9. The annual sermon was preached by Henry W. 

Battle, Worth Carolina, from the text in Jeremiah 31:3: 

"Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love." 

10. The Chair announced the following 

Committee on Order of Business—J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky; 
B. D. Gray, Georgia: R. J. WiUingham, Virginia; J. M. Frost, 
Tennessee; E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky. 

11. Words of welcome were spoken by W. T. Amis, the 

pastor of the First Baptist Church of Hot Springs, to 

which response was made in behalf of the Convention by 

Frank Rawlinson, of the China Mission. 

12. After a statement by the President of the Board of 

Trustees of the Theological Seminary, the following was 

adopted: 

WHEREAS, This Convention has been informed that there exist 
the following vacancies in the membership of the Board of Trus­
tees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary—viz: two 
from South Carolina, two from Alabama, two from Kentucky, 
one from Georgia, and one from Florida; therefore 
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to nominate three 
brethren residing in said States, for each of said vacancies to this 
Convention, from which the Board of the Seminary may fill the 
existing vacancies in accordance with the fundamental laws of 
the Seminary. 
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13. J. IST. Prestridge, Kentucky, from tho Committee 

on Order of Business, reported, recommending that the 

hours of meeting shall be from 9.00 A.M. to 12.30 P.M.; 

2.30 to 5.00 P.M. ; 8.00 P.M. to pleasure; and outlining the 

order for Friday morning; and it was adopted. 

14. On motion of E. E. Folk, Tennessee, it was 

Moved, That a Committee of one from each State be ap­
pointed on Resolutions, to whom all resolutions coming before 
the Convention shall be referred, and that the Committee on 
Order of Business be requested to designate a suitable time for 
the report of this Committee. 

15. The following committees were announced: 

On Vacancies in the Board of the Seminary.—E. C. Dargan, 
Georgia; J. W. O'Hara, Alabama; J. S. Dill, Kentucky; S. B. 
Rogers, Florida: E. D. Gentry, South Carolina; J. T. Jennings, 
Virginia; C. B. Waller, Tennessee. 

On Reports of Vice Presidents of the Boards.—Hight C. 
Moore, North Carolina; R. Vandeventer, Georgia ; L. B. Warren, 
Kentucky; G. W. Perryman, Tennessee; Milford Riggs, Mis­
souri. 

On Devotional Exercises.—W. T. Amis, H. 3. Hartzog, A. J. 
Fawcett, W. M. Burr, Benjamin Cox, all of Arkansas. 

16. The Convention adjourned, after prayer by E. C. 

Buckner, Texas. 
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SECOND DAY, MORNING SESSION. 

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS, May 15, 1908. 

17. The Convention reassembled at 9 o'clock, and de­

votional exercises were conducted by D. P. Montgomery, 

Missouri. 
18. The journal was read and confirmed. 

19. Completing the organization, by unanimous consent 

the ballot of the Convention was cast by the Secretaries 

for George W. Norton, as Treasurer, and William P. 
Harvey, as Auditor. 

20. The report of the Treasurer was read, and ordered 
to be printed in the minutes. 

STATEMENT. 
Southern Baptist Convention in Account with G. W. Norton, 

Treasurer. 
1907. RECEIPTS. 

June 29. By cash, for Rent Dividend No. 14, 
due July 1, 1907, on $1,500 (60 
shares) Nashville & Decatur R. 
R. Co. stock $ 56 25 

Dec. 31. By cash, for Rent Dividend No. 15, 
due January 1, 1908, same as 
above 56 25 

1908. DISBURSEMENTS. 

Feb. 14. Paid for P. O. Money Order to Philip 
Cook, Secretary of State, At­
lanta, Ga., for certified copy of 
Act chartering Southern Baptist 
Convention $ 2 80 

April 7. Remitted J. C. Williams, Treasurer 
Foreign Mission Board, Southern 
Baptist Convention, at Rich­
mond, Va 54 85 

April 7. Remitted Walker Dunson, Treasurer 
Home Mission Board, Southern 
Baptist Convention, at Atlanta, 
Ga 54 85 Louisville, Ky., April 7, 1908. $112 50 $112 50 

Respectfully submitted, 
G. W. NORTON, Treasurer. 

Audited and found correct. 
W. P. HARVEY, Auditor. 
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21. In connection with the report of the Treasurer a 

statement was made by Lansing Burrows, Secretary, rela­

tive to a question of litigation which had arisen during the 

interim since the previous Convention over the construc­

tion of the provisions of the will of the late Miss Lula F. 

Myers. A statement of the present status of the suit was 

made, and the interests of the Convention were entrusted 

to a standing committee composed of George W . Norton, 

William P. Harvey, and Lansing Burrows, and they were 

charged with the duty of representing this Convention in 

the case. 

22. Various visiting brethren were recognized and ad­

mitted to seats. 

23. As provided for in item 14, the following were ap­

pointed to constitute the 

Committee on Resolutions.—E. E. Folk, Tennessee; Chas. H. 
Dodd, Maryland: W m . Ellyson, Virginia; J. C. Massee, North 
Carolina; A. J. S. Thomas, South Carolina ; J. W. Millard, Geor­
gia; C. C. Carroll, Florida: J. W. Shelburn, Alabama; W. T. 
Lowrey, Mississippi; C. V. Edwards, Louisiana; E. E. King. Texas; 
Benj. Cox, Arkansas; TS. G. Bow, Kentucky; W. P. Blake, Okla­
homa; A. K. Wright, District of Columbia. 

24. E. C. Dargan, Georgia, presented the following 

report from the Committee to nominate persons to fill 

vacancies on the Board of Trustees of the Seminary, and 

it was adopted: 

The Committee to whom was referred the matter of nominations 
to fill vacancies on the Board of Trustees of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary beg leave to report, suggesting that the Con­
vention nominate to the Board the following brethren to fill the 
vacancies as reported to the Convention by them, and in accordance 
with the usual procedure: 

For Florida, entitled to a Trustee for the first time: W. A. 
Hobson, S. B. Rogers, C. A. Carson. 

For Georgia, one vacancy: W. L. Pickard, J. D. Chapman, 
D. W. Key. 

For Alabama, two vacancies: J. C. Bush, T. G. Bush, R. G. 
Patrick, Joshua Foster, S. H. Campbell, R. E. Pettus. 

For Kentucky, two vacancies: Frank Miller. P. T. Hale, H. A. 
Porter, L. W. Doolan, E. S. Alderman, A. G. Ford. 
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For South Carolina, two vacancies: T. T. Hyde, R. W. Lide, 
L. M. Roper, A. M. Simms, E. V. Baldy, J. H. Boldridge. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. C. DARGAN, 
J. W. O'HARA. 
J. S. DILL, 
E. D. GENTRY. 
J. T. JENNINGS, 
C. B. WALLER, 

Committee. 

25. An abstract of the report of the Home Mission 

Board was read by its Corresponding Secretary, B. D. 

Gray, Georgia, and also the report of the Treasurer of the 

Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Commit­

tees on Evangelism, Cities and Foreigners, Finances, 

Building Loan Fund, Mountain Schools, and Our Mission 

Fields. 

26. The Committee on Order of Business reported, out­

lining the order for the rest °f the session. 

27. An abstract of the report of the Sunday School 

Board was read by J. M. Frost, its Corresponding Secre­

tary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the Board, 

which report was ordered to be referred to a Committee on 

the General Work and Policy of the Board. 

28. An abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission 

Board was read by E. J. WiUingham, its Corresponding 

Secretary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the 

Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Com­

mittees on Pagan Missions, Papal Missions, Outlook and 

Special Items, and Recommendations on Change of Finan­

cial Plans. 

29. On motion of W . H. Smith, Virginia, the Secretary 

of the Foreign Mission Board was requested to address 

the Convention at the mass meeting on the evening of 

Saturday. 

30. The hour having arrived for the address of B. H. 
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Carroll, Texas, the time was entended indefinitely for ad­

journment, and he addressed the Convention on "Christ; 

His Nature and His Eelations to God and the World." 

31. The following committees were announced: 

On Evangelism.—E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky; Carter H. Jones, 
Virginia; W. A. Hamlet, Texas; J. H. Dew, Missouri; J. H. Snow, 
Tennessee; W. A. McComb, Louisiana; A. G. Washburn, Okla­
homa. 

On Cities and Foreigners.—W. J. Williamson, Missouri; John 
F. Purser, Georgia; A. C. Cree, Tennessee; J. E. Hicks, Virginia; 
Frank McDonald, Maryland; E. O. Ware, Louisiana; H. C. Risner, 
Texas; W. P. Price, Mississippi. 

On Finances, Home Board.—L. O. Dawson, Alabama; B. W. 
Spilman, North Carolina; J. W. Stanford, Georgia; J. T. Slade, 
Kentucky; J. H. Graves, Tennessee; John P. Hemby, Arkansas; 
John S. Major, Missouri. 

On Building Loan Fund.—M. P. Hunt, Kentucky; T. W. 
O'Kelly, Missouri; C. J. Thompson, North Carolina; J. T. Alt-
man, Tennessee; F. W. Boatright, Virginia; W. J. Bolin, Florida; 
Martin Ball, Mississippi. 

On Mountain Schools.—John E. White, Georgia; J. J. Taylor, 
Tennessee: B. D. Porter, Maryland; John F. Vines, South Caro­
lina; J. R. Howard, Kentucky; W. E. Pettus, Alabama; H. C. 
Dockery, North Carolina. 

On Mission Fields, Home Board.—A. J. Barton, Texas; S. M. 
Provence, Arkansas; J. C. Stalcup, Oklahoma; Eben Stubble­
field, Louisiana ; S. B. Rogers, Florida; Chas. P. Senter, Missouri; 
I. A. Hailey, Mississippi. 

On General Work of the Sunday School Board.—J. Frank 
Norris, Texas; Z. T. Cody, South Carolina; W. R. L. Smith, Vir­
ginia; R. M. Inlow, Missouri; W. W. Chancellor, Oklahoma; A. 
J. Dickinson, Alabama; Fred W . Hale, North Carolina; W. W. 
Landrum, Georgia; J. H. Purser, Mississippi; J. R. Edwards, 
Louisiana; J. J. Haynes, Arkansas. 
32. The Convention adjourned with prayer by E. T. 
Mullins, Kentucky. 

SECOND DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION. 

33. The Convention met, and was called to order at 

2.30 P.M., and devotional exercises were conducted by 

W . E. Weill, Texas. 
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34. The report of the Statistical Secretary was pre­

sented, and ordered to be printed. It is Appendix D. 
35. E. Y. Mullins, from the Committee on 

Evangelism, 

presented the following report: 

The record of results in the evangelistic work of the Home 
Board for the past year is highly gratifying. The following are 
the facts: 

Number of evangelists 5 
Weeks of labor 182 
Sermons and addresses 2,021 
Prayer meetings 301 
Meetings (evangelistic) 49 
Professions of conversion 2,983 
Additions by baptism 1,677 
Additions by letter and otherwise 791 
Total additions 2,468 • 
Churches organized 3 
Pages of tracts distributed 203,719 
Decisions for ministry or missions 65 
Volunteers for ministry or missions 69 

It is interesting to note the last two items in the above state­
ment—decisions for the ministry and missions, and volunteers for 
the ministry and missions. May we hope that our evangelists will 
awaken our people to the long neglected duty of giving due heed to 
the Master's command, "Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he 
send forth laborers," and to the duty of bringing the needs of God's 
kingdom to the minds and consciences of our young men? 

W e believe the results of two years' work in ihe department of 
Evangelism under the wise leadership of our General Evangelist, 
Brother W . W . Hamilton, and his fellow evangelists, demonstrate 
clearly the immense value of this work. The open door for these 
evangelists is most inviting in many directions. What more far-
reaching work can be named than evangelism which reaches the 
boys and girls and young men and women m our various schools 
and colleges? Direct effort for these plastic young people which 
brings them to the personal question of obedience to Jesus Christ 
must be of incalculable value in toning up the spiritual life of our 
schools, and in the salvation of many souls. 

The Board continued its appropriation for a course of lectures 
on evangelism at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
These lectures have been of great value in inspiring the host of 
prospective pastors and missionaries there with the conviction of 
the importance and value of evangelism in the world's redemption. 
These lectures should by all means be continued. They put this 
great theme into the very heart of the Seminary work in a most 
effective manner. 
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In genera], w e would emphasize this work of evangelism as a 
means of reaching the weaker churches and building up the desti­
tute parts of our field, and its value as an agency for coordinating 
the forces in our larger cities and inspiring to new hope and greater 
achievements the churches in those cities. 

At this point w e mention a fallacy concerning the field of opera­
tions of evangelism which needs attention. It is really the misap­
plication of a sound principle. The principle is that the evangel­
ist's efforts should be chiefly in the weak and needy fields, on the 
military principle that reinforcements should only be sent to the 
paint where the line of battle wavers. The inference is then drawn 
that the evangelist should go only to the mission field or the village 
or country church. The strong centers, it is assumed, the cities 
with strong churches, should be avoided. A fallacy lurks here. A 
large church, a wealthy church, and a famous church in the city 
may need reinforcing in an evangelistic way far more than the 
smaller church in the sparsely settled region. The smaller church 
may be meeting its problems far better than the larger. In the 
city the battle is hottest between sin and righteousness. In the 
city the forces of evil are organized as nowhere else. In the city 
American civilization for good or ill comes to a head. Civil cor­
ruption is there, social corruption is there, the battle between 
capital and labor is most acute there, the saloon flourishes there. 
In the South our cities are outgrowing our Baptist work in many 
directions. The country church, or group of country churches, may 
be actually far weaker, yet relatively far stronger, than the city 
church or group of city churches. The odds against the village 
church may be far less than the-odds against the city church. A 
great army of 100,000 which has to meet another of 300,000 is in 
far worse plight than the little army of fifty which has to meet 
a foe numbering seventy-five. The question of weakness and 
need is to be determined on the basis of ratio, not of numbers or 
bulk. To neglect cities because they are big merely would be like 
a physician declining to treat any but little folks on the theory that 
giants ought to be able to cure themselves of typhoid fever and 
smallpox. Let us not neglect either the small field or the large 
field, but bring our evangelistic forces to bear where they will 
achieve the best results for the glory of God. 

W e would not close this report without returning once more to 
emphasize the necessary function of evangelism. W e concede all 
that may be claimed as to its possible abuses, and yet adhere to the 
opinion 'based upon N e w Testament teaching, that evangelism is a 
necessary and vital part of our machinery and work. 

Admit that every pastor should do the work of an evangelist, 
and as far as possible hold his own meetings. Admit that every 
church should be an evangelistic church, expecting conversions and 
having them in large numbers. Admit that the normal state of the 
church is a state of revival. Set the ideal as high as you will, 
keep the fires burning intensely, and yet you will need evangelism 
and evangelists. The pastor will at times wish to run the plow 
deeper still, or storm the citadel, and he will desire the aid of an 
6vn.nnrGli sr 

W m i t again all the evils and abuses which have been alleged 
against evangelism. Admit that some evangelists are more noisy than efficient and that if such were entirely abated it might be 
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reasonably construed simply as a new and worthy victory of the 
anti-noise society, as Mark Twain says of his own resolve no more 
to speak in public. Concede that some evangelists have rare and 
wonderful mathematical genius which enables them to manipulate 
figures and get results which leave the arerage mind baffled and 
paralyzed. Admit that occasionally one of them will sweep 
through a church or Sunday school like a besom of destruction, 
leaving enough problems on a pastor's hands to last him for years. 
Admit that occasionally one of them becomes vain and belligerent 
and bumptious, yet we maintain that sane evangelism, sound evan­
gelism, New Testament evangelism, remains a necessity. This is 
the kind our H o m e Board fosters. The other and spurious kind is 
a parasite at the roots, not evangelism itself. 

Evangelism lies at the heart of our whole enterprise. It pre­
supposes a teaching and training ministry as its result, because the 
new life it generates must be developed. The teaching and train­
ing ministry presupposes evangelism as its condition, because with­
out it there would be no new life, to develop. 

Evangelism presupposes general and theological education as 
its result, because regenerated men require light j theological edu­
cation presupposes evangelism as its condition, because education 
without regeneration cannot make a preacher. Evangelism presup­
poses systematic beneficence as its result, because giving is the 
first impulse of the renewed soul. Systematic beneficence presup­
poses evangelism as its condition, because without it your appeal 
for money falls on dead ears. Evangelism presupposes missions as 
its result, because evangelism begets the impulse to evangelize. 
Missions presuppose evangelism as their condition, because without 
it regenerated life would be lacking at home to supply the needed 
resources. W e conclude, therefore, that as evangelism is imbedded 
in the heart of New Testament teaching, and as it is vitally related 
to all advance movements of the kingdom of God, we will prove our 
wisdom as a people in so far as we cultivate this element of power ; 
and we will exhibit our shortsightedness and lack of spiritual in­
sight if, through the abuses of evangelism, which sometimes have 
occurred in the history of the kingdom of God, we are led to under­
value or neglect it. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. Y. MULLINS. 
A. G. WASHBURN, 
AV. A. McCOMB, 
J. H. SNOW, 

Committee. 

36. John E. White, Georgia, read the report of the 
Committee on 
Mountain Schools, 

which is contained in the report of the Home Mission 
Board upon that subject, as contained on the thirtieth 
page of that report, with the addition: 
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The Committee urges the continued development of the work 
in the southern mountain region along the lines of Beard's pres­
ent policy. 

37. The Convention was addressed by E. T. Mullins, 

Kentucky, and W. W. Hamilton, Georgia, on Evangelism; 

and A. E. Brown, North Carolina, on Mountain Schools. 

38. Jno. F. Purser read the Peport of the Committee on 

Cities and Foreigners. 

The time has fully come when a new emphasis must be put upon 
Home Missions. W e dare not rest too securely in the theory that 
the Foreign Mission enterprise will react to save the .homeland. It 
did not save Syria, nor Africa, nor Rome. The Moravian Chris­
tians have wrought nobly abroad, yet their own land is conspicuous 
for atheism and, priestly rule. The Crusaders who enlisted hun­
dreds of thousands in an effort to possess the sepoilcher of the 
Saviour had locked their Christ in a living tomb at home. 

The nearer we come to Christ the more we cease to think in 
terms of continents and races, and the missionary enterprise be­
comes marked by unity. Ultimately all phases of missionary effort 
must succeed or fail together. It is quite likely that the enthusi­
astic supporter of Foreign Missions will be the pillar of his church 
at home, but it is more manifestly true that the man best qualified 
to undertake the evangelization of the world is the man who has 
a divine passion for that immediate circle in which his life is cast. 
Missions is the overflow of spiritual life. W e cannot fling afar our 
love for the millions beyond the seas until we love the soul of him 
who lies at our gate. The degree in which the homeland is saved 
is the measure of our power for the evangelization of the world. 

The exaltation of the Home Mission problem is made necessary 
by changed conditions. Christianity has always succeeded in 
adapting itself to the shifting life of society, but we are now con­
fronted with tbe supreme problem of the Christian centuries, the 
American city. Protestant Christianity is facing this problem for 
the first time, and its solution will require the best statesmanship 
and the noblest heroism the world has yet seen. In these vast 
and growing centers of population are the strongest forces the 
enemy has yet wielded. Satan's throne is there. The present 
state of affairs is far from satisfactory. In our great cities, almost 
without exception, the local churches are abandoning the congested 
districts and seeking the easier life of the boulevard. The forces 
of Christ are leaving the firing line and seeking the safe shelter 
afforded by the ammunition wagons. Depend upon it, we shall 
never win the American city by indirect methods and cheap and 
dingy mission stations. W e must retrace our steps, retake the lost 
fields, and erect thereon the costliest and best equipped plants. A 
Christianity which deserts the hard places and the unpleasant posts 
cannot satisfy its Lord by an offering for Foreign Missions. The 
contest is not projected into the future; it is now On. If we lose, 
the cause of Foreign Missions will be long delayed; if we win, the 
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conquest of the heathen world will be the triumphant victory of 
tomorrow. 

The foreigners are coming to us in great throngs ; three millions 
of them in three years, and most of them settle in the cities. They 
want to come. Back of them are poverty, ignorance, and oppres­
sion; before them, opportunity, knowledge, and freedom, and no 
power save that of God can check their westward march. W e 
want them to come; bridges are to be built, mountains tunneled, 
highways constructed, and deserts made fertile. They come be­
cause there is a demand for their labor; they are willing to be the 
gardeners and builders, and contribute their faithful efforts to the 
peaceful development of the nation that is to be. Their coming is 
in accordance with the divine purpose. This new land is God's, not 
ours, and he means it to be the home for the oppressed of every. 
nation. W e should have severer tests of citizenship. No man, 
white or black, should possess the right of franchise until he has 
sufficient knowledge of our institutions and laws to enable him 
properly to discharge the sacred trust. But God has opened the 
gates, and we dare not close them. 

During the past winter three hundred thousand, who until re­
cently were foreigners, have returned for a visit to the old world. 
Think of the possibilities in the testimony of this vast company. 
True, they have witnesses many evils in American life, but not 
greater than those they knew in the fatherland. Many of them for 
months will be telling of the Saviour they have found; they will 
go back with a reverence for our institutions and our flag. They 
cannot forget that we treated them better than foreigners were 
ever treated by any people; that neither they nor their children 
were discriminated against. They cannot forget that w e closed 
against them no door of opportunity which they were prepared to 
enter. They will not forget that as their children sat in our splen­
did public schools, beside the children of our own people, and 
learned of Washington, himself the child of a foreigner, the spirit 
of the great Virginian beckoned them on to the highest office in 
the land. It is now but a short path across the sea; the coming 
and going of the evangelized thousands affords us the greatest for­
eign mission opportunity of the ages. It- is therefore of supreme 
importance that they shall here learn of our Christ. W e need not 
fear their influence upon our national life. In one generation our 
free institutions will make them Americans. To make them Chris­
tians for the sake of the homeland and the world is our supreme 
task. 

The next revival of industrial life will bring to us millions 
more, and the insistent commercial needs will direct these millions 
to the Southland. For a century God has been preparing our 
people to receive them, and our far-famed hospitality must be 
exercised in the name of Christ toward our brothers with whose 
presence he has signally honored us. To meet the new situation 
we must at once put into the hands of the H o m e Board vastly in­
creased sums that they may be able to plan the Christian conquest 
of the cities'. Splendid have been our victories, but those of to­
morrow are to surpass them all. Back of these princely gifts for 
which our Lord is calling must be the invincible power of prayer, 
and the renewed consecration of the individual life. The civic, 
social, and spiritual redemption of the city is the ideal. Here is 
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the call and the opportunity for the highest type of Christian 
statesmanship. To such a task God calls the redeemed manhood 
and womanhood of the South. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. J. WILLIAMSON, 
JNO. F. PURSER, 

Committee. 

The report was discussed by W. J. Williamson, Mis­

souri, and then the three reports were adopted. 

39. The following committees were announced: 

On Pagan Missions.—S. W. Melton, Georgia; H. A. Porter, 
Kentucky; W. B. Holcombe, Mississippi: W. A. Taliaferro, Ala­
bama; Everett Gill, Missouri: Luther Little, Texas; A. J. Espy, 
Arkansas. 

On Papal Missions.—Geo. A. Lofton, Tennessee; S. M. Prov­
ence, Arkansas: J. D. Chapman, Georgia; R. A. Williams, Vir­
ginia; C. J. Thompson, North Carolina; J. A. Brown, South 
Carolina; H. M. Harjo, Oklahoma. 

On Special Items, Foreign Board's Report.—B. H. Dement, 
Kentucky: J. C. Carpenter, Virginia; A. J. Holt, Tennessee: C. 
L. Willingiiam, Georgia: J. W. Gillon, Texas; H. E. Truex, Mis­
souri. 

On Recommendations in Change of Financial Plans.—W. T. 
Derieaux, South Carolina; T. J. Jennings, Virginia; J. Harry 
Tyler, Maryland; A. K. Wright, District of Columbia; Living­
ston Johnson, North Carolina; Howard L. Jones, South Caro­
lina; J. J. Bennett, Georgia; S. B. Rogers, Florida; W. B. 
Crumpton, Alabama; A. V. Rowe, Mississippi; Walter N. John­
ston, Louisiana; C. C. Slaughter, Texas; J. C. Stalcup, Okla­
homa; R. G. Bowers, Arkansas: M. J. Breaker, Missouri; W. C. 
Golden, Tennessee; T. J. Humphreys, Kentucky. 

On Time and Preacher of Next Convention.—F. C. McConnell, 
Missouri; G. W. Truett, Texas; F. W. Boatright, Virginia; H. 
A. Bagby, South Carolina; J. S. Hardaway, Georgia; W. J. Elliott, 
Alabama; J. A. Lee, Mississippi. 

On Nominations.—S. Y. Jameson, Georgia; B. G. Lowrey, 
Mississippi; C. C. Coleman, Texas; J. A. Wynne, Oklahoma; W. 
M. Burr, Arkansas; S. M. Brown, Missouri; W. E. Mitchell, 
Kentucky; A. U. Boone, Tennessee; J. F. Tull. Mississippi; F. 
W . Barnett, Alabama; F. C. Flowers, Louisiana; O. J. Cope­
land, Georgia; W. J. Bolin, Florida ; E. V. Baldy, South Caro­
lina; J. M. Hammack, North Carolina: S. H. Thompson, Virginia; 
Frank Rawlinson, Maryland; A. K. Wright, District cf Columbia. 

On Enrollment.—J. H. Edwards, South Carolina; J. M. Law­
less, Tennessee; W. A. Wright, Texas; R. S. Gavin, Alabama; 
Geo. W. Andrews, Georgia; J. S. Bean, Mississippi; Willis L 
Wayte, Virginia. 

On Woman's Work.,—Geo. W. McDaniel, Virginia; J. F. 
Brownlow, Tennessee; A. J. Wharton, Louisiana; J. B. Cole, 
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Texas; C. T. Kincannon, Mississippi; R. K. Maiden, Missouri; I. 
W. Wingo, South Carolina. 

40. The Convention adjourned, with prayer by W. W. 

Landrum, Georgia. 

SECOND DAY, EVENING SESSION. 

41. The Convention met at S o'clock. Devotional exer­

cises were conducted by J. H. Dew, Missouri. 

42. The following report, through M. P. Hunt, Ken­

tucky, was read on 

Building Loan Fund. 

Your Committee on the Building Loan Fund submit the fol­
lowing : 

We are happy to report that through the continued efforts and 
liberality of the Woman's Missionary Union the Tichenor Memorial 
Fund of $20,000 has been completed. This fund will go on growing 
while it works, by the amount of the annual interest income from 
the lean of the same. But this memorial fund, sacred to the mem­
ory of our beloved Tichenor, is hardly a drop in the bucket as 
compared to what is actually needed, to anything like adequately 
meet the crying situation that confronts us, in the great Southwest. 

This startling paragraph from the report of the Home Board, 
submitted to this body this day. ought to challenge our attention: 
"If the Home Board should help build a house of worship every 
day in the year, it would require eight years to get around with our 
help to the homeless Baptist churches in our territory west of the 
Mississippi, and at the expiration of this time, there would be as 
many more new churches needing help." Had the Board a fund of 
even $100,000 at its disposal, it could do tremendous things for 
the bringing in of the kingdom of God. It is wonderful how a-
little timely help inspires confidence and the spirit of self help. 
Then again, a loan fund is an incalculable necessity if we would 
enable churches in growing centers to provide an equipment com­
mensurate with the growing situation. 

It is the judgment of your committee that the work of raising 
at least $100,000 for this fund ought not longer to be delayed. It 
seems almost a calamity that the financial depression last fall 
made it necessary for the Board, for the time, to give up its plans 
for the raising of this amount. 

It is our judgment that urgent need of the more than three thou­
sand houseless churches, together with the wisdom of creating a 
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building and loan fund sufficiently large, at least, to meet the most 
worthy cases, constitutes the basis for an appeal to the denomina­
tion that cannot fail of a hearty response. 

Your committee would therefore recommend to the Board that 
it at once give itself to the devising of ways and means for the 
immediate work of raising at least $100,000 of the half million it 
is purposed to eventually gather for this important work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
M. P. HUNT, 
C. J. THOMPSON, 
MARTIN BALL, 

Committee. 

43. A. J. Barton, Texas, read the report of the Com­

mittee on 

The Missions of the Home Board. 

The importance of any department of missionary operation 
depends upon the extent and the resources and the posibilities of 
the field of operation. This being so, it would be difficult indeed 
to overstate the importance of the growing work of our Home 
Board. Your committee contents itself with the most general view 
of the fields of the Board, referring the brethren of the Convention 
to the report of the Board for a more detailed and a more adequate 
setting forth of the facts. 

For obvious reasons the fields of the Board, broadly speaking, 
divide themselves into three, namely: the States east of the Mis­
sissippi, the States west of the Mississippi, and Cuba, the Isle of 
Pines and Panama. 

Every foot of territory within the bounds of the Convention is 
becoming increasingly important every hour, both in material 
resources and in its spiritual possibilities. Even the States east 
of the river, which we have often thought of as having almost or 
quite attained to the limit of development, have in the latter days 
received such an impetus in material growth as to amaze us. With 
the steady and ever-increasing stream of immigration pouring into 
these States; with the cotton mills steadily leaving New England 
and finding their way to the Carolinas, Georgia, and their neigh­
boring States; with much unoccupied and undeveloped tillable 
land even in these Eastern States, waiting to give its gracious 
yield of bread to the overcrowded millions of Europe and Asia; 
with the already great commercial importance of that section 
greatly enhanced by the prospective completion and opening of the 
Panama Canal, what might we not truly say as to the importance 
and possible development of the States east of the river as a mis­
sion field: 

Standing at St. Louis, Memphis, Vicksburg, or New Orleans, 
and facing westward, we look upon an empire. Missouri, among 
the mightiest and richest of all the States in the Union; Oklahoma, 
"the only State born sober," young but already great in fact and 
glorious in possibilities: Arkansas, that has greater variety of 
soil, climate, product, and resource than any other State of equal 
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area ; Louisiana, that could supply the whole world with sugar, 
syrup and rice, and still furnish a goodly share of the world's 
supply of cotton; . Texas, that is so colossal in extent and produc­
tive power as to make the most staggering story ever told by the 
most enthusiastic Texan become tame and commonplace by the 
time it reaches the ears of the outside world—these all, grouped 
together, make up what we call the great Southwest, in which the 
Home Board operates. The development that awaits, nay, that 
even now comes apace to this section, not one of us can grasp, much 
less express in speech. 

W e have thus spoken of things material. But it should ever 
be borne in mind that things material must always and every­
where, one way or another, affect things spiritual. Indeed, things 
material become things spiritual or things carnal in proportion as 
the thought and motive of his heart who touches, and views and 
controls them, are spiritual or carnal. Every dollar of material 
wealth of all these Southern States, whether it be in mine or mill, 
whether it come from field, or forest, or factory, ought to be hal­
lowed by the touch of a motive divine, and ought to be brought 
under tribute to the kingdom of God in its ongoing for the con­
quering of the world. If this shall not be, then every unsanctified 
dollar of it will be an ever-increasing menace to our spiritual power 
and an ever-insuperable barrier to progress of this blessed kingdom. 

But in this vast field of the South there are things immediately 
spiritual of the most far-reaching moment. Even in the oldest 
States—the States best developed religiously—there are thousands, 
hundreds of thousands, of our fellows that sit in the darkness of 
death. With steady step in unbroken line of procession they 
march to the grave. This Convention, as it shall express itself 
through the H o m e Board, is to be under God the largest human 
factor for their redemption before the portals of this final abode 
shall shut them in. These immortals, the purchase of redemptive 
blood, thus marching unredeemed, give fertility unspeakable, if not 
unthinkable, to the field of the H o m e Board. 

Moreover, while all souls are of equal value in God's sight, all 
lives are not. Considering purity of Anglo-Saxon blood, consider­
ing intellectual vigor, considering virility of life and integrity of 
heart, it would not be too much to say that the mightiest factor in 
the kingdom of God is today, so far as Baptists are concerned, and 
will be for all the future so far as we can see or know, the redeemed 
and sanctified American. Chief in America stands the South, with 
love of orthodox teaching, simplicity in worship, and vitality in 
Christian experience. Your committee is profoundly of the con­
viction that if this Convention would do its full duty in saving the 
world it must cultivate more thoroughly and adequately still, this 
great field. 

Closing this report, your committee would call your attention 
to Cuba, Isle of Pines, and Panama. 

Our work in the Queen of the Antilles is now upon what appears 
to be a solid basis. The centey of this work is Havana. Calvary 
Church, in that city, under the care of Rev. M. W . McCall, is in 
indisputed possession of her handsome property, has five out­
stations manned by native Cubans. There are six Sunday schools, 
and there is the American-Cuban College, which under the manage­ment of Brother McCall, is growing into larger usefulness. The 
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work in Havana needs additional force for the school work, be­
sides another American preacher. In addition to this field, there 
are twelve churches already organized, with prospects for several 
more in the immediate future. Sunday schools are maintained in 
nearly all of these places, and day schools are being started as fast 
as circumstances will permit. Additional mission stations are 
kept open by several churches. N e w buildings for both churches 
and schools are urgently needed. The forces on these fields are 
inadequate, but they are giving a good account of themselves. Not 
only in Havana, but also in every other field now occupied, there is 
growing promise of greater things ; while like possibilities beckon 
us to other towns and country neighborhoods. 

The political problems in Cuba have in some instances inter­
fered with our work, but these hindrances serve to show that Bap­
tist churches are not political organizations, and so may in the 
long run be made to serve useful ends. 

Our work in Panama presents some perplexing difficulties. It 
is said that more than fifty dialects are spoken in the "canal belt." 
It is impracticable to place missionaries there who use all these 
languages, but a few polyglot preachers could reach most of these 
people, and each one would become an agent for circulating the 
sacred Scriptures to "every m a n in his own vernacular," or in 
some tongue which he could read. We have only five men there 
now. "but what are these among so many?" T w o thoroughly-
manned and equipped stations, one at Colon and one at Panama, 
to meet all comers with the plea of the gospel, would put our work 
in hopeful condition. It is a field of great strategic importance. 
This magnificent field, now inviting enterprise from every quarter, 
and as yet barely touched, is destined to bear a large part in the 
life of the western world. Under popular government, restrained 
by the great influence of her powerful but kindly neighbor, Cuba 
will probably become the richest agricultural country on the globe. 
Relieved of the repressive power of priestcraft, and taught that 
all men have an equal right of access to God, Cuba, under the 
fostering care of Southern Baptists may set the pace for the 
peoples of kindred blood, and become the model Christian republic 
of the Latin world. It is a prospect dazzling in its possibilities. 
Surely, in the light of the recent political history of Cuba, our 
H o m e Mission Board has oonie into the kingdom for such a time 
as this. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. J. BARTON, 
S. M. PROVENCE, 
J. C, STALCUP, 
S. B. ROGERS. 
EBEN STUBBLEFIELD, 
CHAS. P. SENTER. 
J. A. HAILEY, 

Committee. 
The reports were discussed by M. P. Hunt, Kentucky.; 
A. J. Barton, Texas; and B. D. Gray, Secretary of the 
Home Mission Board. 
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44. L. 0. Dawson, Alabama, read the report of the 

Committee on 

The Finances of the Home Board. 

When the panic of last autumn came upon the country like 
a bolt of lightning from a clear sky, many of our people's first 
thought was of the work committed to the hands of our Home 
and Foreign Boards. Through the uncertain weeks that followed 
the anxiety of these loyal hearts grew deeper as Sabbath after 
Sabbath passed with such weather conditions as almost made 
public church work impossible. Not one, nor a few, but many 
pastors and churches made plans to be executed for the relief 
of the Boards, only to have them destroyed in part or in whole 
by successive storms, varying from the downpour of rain, mak­
ing public assembly most difficult, to the devastating cyclones 
which made missionary territory out of prosperous communi­
ties that should and would have poured their offerings into the 
treasury of the Lord. 
But the weather and the work were both the Lord's, and to 

Him our thanks are due for the best financial report ever made 
by the Home Mission Board in all the years of its history. It 
shows that since last we met the churches, through their At­
lanta agency, have paid $265,335.59, a sum three and a half times 
greater than was reported when we met in this hall eight years 
ago. Leaving out what may be deemed irregular and indirect 
contributions, this shows an actual increase in direct and regular 
offerings of about $27,000 over last year—and so was victory 
snatched from the jaws of defeat. 
At your Richmond Convention recommendations, tantamount 

to instructions, were made to the Board calling for a very large 
increase in its work. No one could foresee what was coming, 
and the Board in many material ways lengthened its cords and 
strengthened its stakes in obedience to the will of the Conven­
tion. This work—all of which, and more, was needed—leaves 
us with a debt of $22,000. That it is not vastly more is due to 
the mercies of God, to the loyalty of the churches, to the solid 
wisdom of our Board, and to the untiring efforts of our Secre­
taries. 
But even so, the months immediately before us are pregnant 

with possibilities that make it needful for every handicap to be 
removed, and the Board set to its work with free hands and 
untrammeled feet. W e recommend, therefore, most earnestly 
that here and now we shall make immediate provision for the 
payment of that deficit. It will be no great task; otherwise it 
will hang like a millstone about our necks and grow larger, 
more embarrassing and dangerous with every passing day. If 
the messengers for the various States will agree to begin at 
once to raise a fund equal to one-tenth of what their respective 
States reported for Homa Missions at this Convention, and if 
they will agree to complete that fund within six weeks—or by 
June 30th—the work will be done and the churches will be 
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blessed in the deed. W e recommend that at this point such 
argument be made, and that we put our blood in the effort till 
victory comes. 
In round numbers this means $1,800 for Alabama, $700 for 

Arkansas, $200 for the District of Columbia, $600 for Florida, 
$3,200 for Georgia, $2,200 for Kentucky, $800 for Louisiana, 
$600 for Maryland, $1,900 for Mississippi, $1,000 for Missouri, 
$1,700 for North Carolina, $300 for Oklahoma, $1,700 for South 
Carolina, $1,400 for Tennessee, $3,500 for Texas, and $2,200 for 
Virginia. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. O. D A W S O N , Chairman, 
J. T. SLADE, 
B. W. SPILMAN. 

The Convention was addressed by E. M. Poteat, South 
Carolina, and a collection by pledges was taken toward 

meeting the deficiency resting on the Board, amounting to 

$22,000.00. 

45. The various reports submitted were then adopted. 

46. The Committee on Order of Business reported that 

forty-five minutes be devoted to the question of Civic 

Righteousness at the meeting arranged for the afternoon 

of Sunday. 

47. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 
Frank McDonald, Maryland. 
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THIRD DAY, MORNING SESSION. 

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS, May 16, 1908. 

48. The Convention met at 9 o'clock, and devotional 

exercises were conducted by J. W. Gillon, Texas. 

49. The journal was read and confirmed. 

50. E. E. Folk, Tennessee, from the Committee on 

Resolutions, made as a partial report the following: 

Resolved, That a Committee on Estimates and Appropriations 
for Home and Foreign Missions be appointed by the Convention, 
which committee shall consist of two members from each State 
and two members from each of the Boards, and which shall re­
port not later than next Monday and shall submit estimates of 
expenditures by these Boards for the ensuing year, and shall 
apportion the amounts of these estimates among the several 
States. 

The resolution was adopted. 

51. F. C. McConnell, Missouri, from the Committee on 

Time and Preacher of the Next Meeting, 

which, having been amended to read "succeeding," in 

place of "preceding" the second Sunday in May, was 

adopted as follows: 

Your Committee on Time and Preacher recommend that E. 
C. Dargan, of Georgia, be chosen as preacher of the Convention 
sermon in 1909, and that Geo. W. McDaniel, of Virginia, be his 
alternate. 

The Committee also recommend that the Convention meet 
on Thursday evening succeeding the second Sunday in May, 
1909, and that the sermon be preached before the organization 
of the Convention. 

F. C. McCONNELL, Missouri; 
GEO. W. TRUETT, Texas; 
J. A. LEE, Mississippi; 
F. W. BOATRIGHT, Virginia. 



PROCEEDINGS. 23 

52. After prayer by A. J. S. Thomas, South Carolina, 

the following communication from the Board of Trustees 

of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary was pre­

sented by W. E. Hatcher, Virginia : 

The Board of Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary present the following communication to the Southern 
Baptist Convention: 

1. A year's consideration of this question has greatly in­
creased our conviction as to the immediate and constantly in­
creasing necessity for the enlargement of the resources of the 
Seminary. As a fact this school has never had enough money 
to conduct its business as it should be done. All the time we 
have had to leave out and postpone measures of vast impor­
tance simply for the lack of money. That which we have has 
suffered grievous reduction in the interest on our investments. 
W e must remember that this school is a vast business establish­
ment, said to be the largest theological school in the world, and 
constantly growing in its patronage and its expenses. Every 
year brings larger demands and we find ourselves in the em­
barrassing condition of a business man whose expenses are con­
stantly multiplying and whose resources are actually diminish­
ing. 

The Seminary is the offspring of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. It has sought from the beginning to educate all ap­
proved ministerial students from every part of our territorial 
boundaries. Besides this we find that of late many students, 
anxious for that type of theological instruction which our school 
gives, are knocking at our door. This we rejoice in, and all 
the more that no mean part of the money which has come to 
our Seminary has come from beyond the limits of our Southern 
Baptist Convention. Thus our patronage steadily broadens, 
while our means for enlarging our teaching force does not grow 
at the same rate. W e have not sufficient capital for carrying 
on business. 

It is under the pressure of this condition that we take up 
the matter of increasing the endowment. With its halls over­
crowded, its recitation rooms inadequate, its professors over­
taxed, and the need of repairs desperately urgent, the Seminary 
lifts its voice and cries for relief. Your committee is buoyant 
with assurance that if we will go to the Baptists of the South 
they will give us all that we need. 

2. The amount which the Trustees have decided that the 
necessities of the case require is $600,000. Even this amount 
all in hand would leave us with less income than other Baptist 
seminaries have, which do not have one-fourth of the number 
of students which we have already, but with this money we 
would have an income which would enlarge our faculty, meet 
our expenses, keep out of debt, and increase the capacity of 
the school for accommodating more students, which we can 
easily get whenever we are able to take care of them. 



24 S O U T H E R N BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

3. In approaching this undertaking we are confronted by a 
condition which w e really believe many of the best friends of 
the Seminary do not understand. W e think we may safely say 
that the Seminary is the preeminent force which we have 
for promoting the doctrinal union and identification of Southern 
Baptists. And yet, it is a notable fact that the relation between 
the Seminary and the churches of the South is vague, indefi­
nite and altogether unsatisfactory. There is really no avenue 
of access by which the Seminary can get before the individual 
church and tell its story. Many of the churches, be it said, with 
noblest courtesy, have ever been ready to open their gates to our 
representatives, but it has always been a pure courtesy, and 
usually extended only when the other interests of our convention 
did not assert a prior claim. W h e n the churches contribute 
their moneys for Convention purposes, the Seminary is left out. 
W h e n the question of distributing this money is considered there 
is no determined or systematic method by which the Seminary 
may come before the individual churches and present its claims. 
W e ask that in this respect we may stand on common ground with 
the kindred enterprises of the Convention, and that each church 
in its gift-making may at least have the opportunity of giving 
to the Seminary its modest part. W e would feign hope that 
when the campaign upon which we are now entering shall have 
been completed, the records of the Seminary may show that every 
church in the South has taken part in this movement to invigorate 
the financial life of this school. 
The Seminary asks to get in contact with the hearts of the 

humble and the poor in the churches. Of these we have thou­
sands upon thousands, almost millions, and it would be an endow­
ment of life and grace if we could bring this school into the warm 
hearts of the people who live in the little houses and have the 
little purses. For this the Seminary pleads. 

W e respectfully ask the Convention that the Committee on 
Endowment be allowed to make a fair distribution of this amount 
among the Baptists of the several States composing this body, 
and to give to our movement an open and cordial endorsement as 
we go forth to our work. 
This will hurt nothing else. It would stimulate rather than 

decrease the income of the Seminary in the way of large contri­
butions, and more than this we believe that an eloquent and 
aggressive presentation of the claims of ministerial education 
would help every denominational enterprise in all of our Southern 
States. 
4. The Trustees feel their responsibility in this movement. It 

lies heavily upon their hearts, and with their means, their pens, 
their prayers, and their power, they have lined up to help it. 
They feel that their place in this hour is on the battle line, and 
there must be no exemptions, no furloughs, no bomb-proofs, and 
no excuses. 

The work this Seminary is doing is of the loftiest sort. It seeks 
to put the highest finish upon ministerial culture; to put Chris­
tian scholarship in the pulpit, and give cultivated leadership in 
the home and social life of our people. The value of such a con­
tribution could not be estimated in figures ; not millions would 
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even hint the value of this work in the denominational life of 
the future. 
As to the outlook, we utter no empty word of enthusiasm. To 

the natural eye there are towering obstacles in front, but as we 
lift our eyes to God and turn our view to the imperial brother­
hood of Southern Baptists, a sense of unutterable strength pos­
sesses our hearts. If we have a doubt we must pray it out, and 
if we will believe and go out with energy and patience we shall 
come back bringing our sheaves. 
The Trustees, in the name of their Lord and Master, greet the 

Baptists of the South, and ask that all will join hands to raise 
this money and put our Seminary where it ought to be. 

The Convention was addressed by G. W. McDaniel, 

Virginia; W. W. Landrum, Georgia; J. M. Frost, Ten­

nessee ; B. D. Gray, Georgia; R. J. WiUingham, Vir­

ginia; Joshua Levering, Maryland; E. Y. Mullins, Ken­

tucky; and the paper was then adopted. 

53. By-law 8 was amended so as to make the wording 

more felicitous by striking out the word "that" and in­
serting the word "shall" after the "welcome," as appears 

in the record on page 8. 

54. The following 

Committee on Estimates and Appropriations for Missions 

as provided for in item 50, was announced: 

From Alabama, W. B. Crumpton and R. E. Pettus; from 
Arkansas, R. G. Bowers and U. S. Thomas; from Florida, J. H. 
Tharp and J. W. Senterfitt; from Georgia, J. J. Bennett and 
Elijah A. Brown; from Kentucky, W. D. Powell and Lloyd T. 
Wilson; from Louisiana, W. N. Johnston and E. O. Ware; from 
Maryland, Chas. H. Dodd and J. Harry Tyler; from Mississippi, 
A. V. Rowe, and P. I. Lipsey; from Missouri, A. C. Avery and 
M. J. Breaker; from North Carolina, Livingston Johnson and 
H. W. Battle; from Oklahoma, J. A. Stalcup and J. A. Scott; 
from South Carolina; W. T. Derieaux and H. P. McGee; from 
Tennessee, W. C. Golden and A. C. Davidson; from Texas, J. B. 
Gambrell and E. P. West; from Virginia, W m . Ellyson and C. 
H. Jones. 

55. The Committee'on Devotional Exercises reported 

the appointments for Sunday. 
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56. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 
A. J. Barton, Texas. 

THIRD DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION. 

57. The Convention having reassembled at 2.30 o'clock, 
was led in prayer by A. G. Washburn, Oklahoma. 

58. W. T. Derieux, South Carolina, reported as fol­
lows from the Committee on 

Changes in Financial Plans. 

Your Committee on Changes in Financial Plans report as 
fol low's: 

W e desire to express our conviction that it is essential to the 
proper conduct of the work of the several Boards that some sys­
tem should be devised whereby funds for these Boards should flow 
into the treasuries in a steady stream, as far as possible, through­
out the whole year, rather than on the last days of the Convention 
year, as at present. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Committee recommend to this Convention the 
appointment of a Commission on Systematic Beneficence. This 
commission shall consist of two representatives each of the Home 
and Foreign Mission Boards, and two representatives of each State 
Board, which shall devise a better system for raising funds for 
our missionary operations, and make recommendation of same to 
the various State Conventions; that the commission expedite this 
work as much as possible, and that the expenses be defrayed 
equally by the Foreign and Home Mission Boards. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. T. DERIEUX, 
J. T. JENNINGS, 
J. H. TYLER, 
A. K. WRIGHT, 
W. B. CRUMPTON, 
A. V. ROWE. 
WALTER JOHNSTON. 
J. C. STALLCUP, 
R. G. BOWERS, 
M. J. BREAKER, 
LIVINGSTON JOHNSON, 
HOWARD LEE JONES. 

Committee. 
The commission provided for in the report was made to 
consist of W. B. Crumpton and Geo. G. Miles, Alabama; 
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R. G. Bowers and F. F. Gibson, Arkansas; L. D. Geiger 
and C. C. Carroll, Florida; J. J. Bennett and E. C. Dar­

gan, Georgia; W. K. Johnston and E. J. Conger, Louisi­
ana; W. D. Powell and M. P. Hunt, Kentucky; E. B. 

Hatcher and Frank S. Riggs, Maryland; A. V. Rowe and 

P. I. Lipsey, Mississippi; M. J. Breaker and T. L. West, 

Missouri; Livingston Johnson and J. B. Carlyle, North 
Carolina; W. T. Derieux and Z. T. Cody, South Caro­

lina; W. C. Golden and A. IC. Cree, Tennessee; J. B. 

Gambrell and C. W. Daniel, Texas; Wm. Ellyson and J. 

T. Henderson, Virginia; J. C. Stalcup and J. A. Scott, 

Oklahoma; R. J. WiUingham and W. H. Smith, of the 

Foreign Mission Board; B. D. Gray and J. F. Love, of 

the Home Mission Board; and the report was adopted. 

59. L. P. Leavell, Mississippi, offered the following: 

Resolved, that the Secretaries of the Convention be instructed 
to incorporate in the minutes of this Convention the minutes 
of the B. Y. P. U. auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
as was done last year. 

Which, after discussion by 0. F. Gregory, Virginia, 

was adopted. 

60. The following report of the Executive Committee 

of the LAYMAN'S MISSIONARY M O V E M E N T of Southern 

Baptists was presented by J. Harry Tyler, Maryland: 

In presenting this first report, the Executive Committee feels 
that the situation seems to call for a brief statement of the origin, 
purpose, scope, method, and development of the Movement. 
1. Its Origin.—The parent thought first found lodgment in the 

mind of a business man at the Student's Volunteer Movement 
Meeting at Nashville, in February, 1906. This thought first found 
adequate expression at the centennial of the Haystack Prayer 
Meeting, in New York, November 15, 190G, where the Movement 
was born, in a prayer meeting. 
2. Its Purpose.—From the outset it has breathed a missionary 

atmosphere, and its purposes and spirit have been distinctively 
and emphatically world-wide. Its avowed purpose has always 
been to evangelize the world in this generation by employing the 
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comparatively latent force of the church, lodged in the business 
man. 
3. Its Scope.—Its field is the world. While not in the slightest 

degree antagonizing or minimizing the work of the Church in 
Christian lands, its particular domain has been the heathen world, 
where the gospel has not yet been proclaimed. 
4. Its Method.—Its method is to ascertain, by careful personal 

investigation, the condition and needs of the field; to systemati­
cally scatter information of these needs and conditions, and to 
stimulate the securing of an adequate supply of funds, through 
existing organizations, to finance the great missionary campaign, 
in obedience to the divine command. 
5. Its Development.—The rapid development of the idea under­

lying the Movement has been one of the most significant signs 
of the times. In this rapid development there are dangers which 
can only be avoided by clear conceptions of the genesis and object 
of the movement, and careful differentiation of it from other 
phases of the Church life. It is not a movement, primarily, to 
enlist laymen in all the activities of the Church, desirable as this 
may be. Its mission is specific; indirectly and resultantly this 
object will be accomplished. 
It is proper, therefore, to note— 

1. That this movement is not an organization, or brotherhood, 
but its object is to arouse and stimulate dormant forces to proper 
activity, along the line of missions. 

2. That a broadening of its scope, so as to embrace other objects, 
weakens its efficiency and dissipates its energy. It must he 
specific in order to be intense. Strong business men cannot be 
enlisted if the Movement becomes too general or all-comprehen­
sive. If it is encumbered with various denominational or local 
enterprises it will be smothered. Under no circumstances should 
it embrace more than H o m e and Foreign Missions. This limita­
tion is vital to its very existence. 
The Executive Committee feels that the Convention is to be 

congratulated that it so early saw the vision, and by its action 
in Richmond, last year, availed itself of the principles underlying 
the Movement for the development of its work in carrying out 
the Great Commission. 
To better accomplish the purposes that the Convention had in 

view, in arranging for the organization of the Committee, several 
things have been found to be necessary. 
First.—A general secretary, who must be a layman of recog­

nized ability, force, and initiative, to devote his entire time to 
planning and furthering the Movement; also such clerical help 
as may be found wise. 
Second.—The creation and circulation of suitable literature. 

Information is indispensable to intelligent activity and effective 
giving. Facts and incidents are more potent than arguments. 
The work has been hampered by a lack of pointed literature. 

Third.—Adequate provision for the necessary running expenses, 
which it is estimated next year will be not less than $7,500. 
The bulk of this money should be provided for by private sub­
scriptions, independent of the regular missionary offerings. 

Another essential characteristic of the Movement is prayer. 
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Prayer should precede, accompany, and follow all planning- and 
thinking and giving. This must be its atmosphere, or there will 
be depressing failure. 
It would be well if the noon hour could everywhere be adopted 

as a time of silent prayer for missions. 
No more than any other will this movement run by its own 

momentum, or on mere enthusiasm. The services of a practical 
man are needed to apply to the machinery of our factories the 
electric energy stored in the air or the waterfall. 
From the moment of its organization, the Executive Committee 

realized that it was absolutely essential to secure a competent 
layman to give all his time to the interests of the Movement. 
They have unremittingly, prayerfully, and thoughtfully addressed 
themselves to this task. Such a man at last has been found, and 
his services will be available after June. As far as possible, this 
movement has been presented at the State Conventions, and cam­
paigns inaugurated in a number of cities, but it has been impos­
sible to follow up these efforts and carry them to completion. 
Had we been equipped to do this, w e are confident that the re­
sults would have been gratifying. Our work this year necessarily 
has been more or less preliminary and preparatory. With a Gen­
eral Secretary in the field, if in every State the main objective 
of the Movement can be adhered to, the coming year ought to be 
one of great progress. 
It may be stimulating to know that while we have been striving 

to raise this year $1,250,000 for H o m e and Foreign Missions, or 
seventy-five cents per capita, the Southern Methodists have deter­
mined to raise, this year, $1,000,000 for Foreign Missions alone, 
and next year 81,500,000. or ninty cents per capita, and $3,000,000 
per year in the near future. 
The Southern Presbyterians have determined to raise, this year, 

for Foreign Missions, $4 per capita. The United Presbyterians 
already are giving $4 per capita for H o m e and Foreign Missions, 
and are aiming to double this. The General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, now in session in Baltimore, has 
been petitioned by the laymen to increase its contribution to For­
eign Missions $1,000,000 each year for several years to come. 
Let their good deeds become a stimulus to us, that we in turn 
may stimulate them. 
The influence one denomination is having upon the others, 

through this movement, is of incalculable benefit in extending the 
work of the Kingdom. Organic union of all the denominations 
is not contemplated, nor does it even seem to be desirable, but 
there can be unity of purpose, plan, and effort in the midst of 
great diversity of beliefs and many shades of opinion. Loyalty to 
a common Master, in a common task, on the part of Christians 
of different faiths, each true to his own distinctive principles, is 
an unanswerable argument to the heathen world. 
The Executive Committee recommends the adoption of the 

following resolution: 
That the Executive Committee be authorized to fill any vacan­

cies in their number, and to increase their membership to not 
over fifteen. 

Respectfully submitted, J. H A R R Y T Y L E R . Chairman. 



30 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

After discussion by J. Harry Tyler, Maryland, and 

C. C. Slaughter, Texas, the report was adopted. 

61. The order of the hour being the consideration of 

the Sunday School Board, the following report was pre­

sented by J. Frank oNbrris, Texas: 

The report of the Secretary of this Board says : "The Baptists 
of the South are putting their energies into the Sunday School 
Board for the furtherance: of this department of their work; 
making themselves strong here, they make themselves strong 
throughout all their enterprises, and augment their power for 
sowing and reaping." 

W e have an enterprise in this Board which cooperates with 
all other enterprises and competes with none. It is in vital touch 
with all and at enmity with none. It helps all and hinders none. 
It is a self-endowing educational institution. It gives to all and 
gets from none. It started with a capital stock composed only 
of faith and a future. 

W e call your attention to the following financial facts: 
1. The receipts of this year from all sources aggregate nearly 

$180,000—an increase of over $17,000 over last year. Eight years 
ago, when the Convention met in this city, the total receipts that 
year were but a little better than $70,000. In eight years the 
ratio of increase has been nearly 350 per cent. Panics, rains, 
floods, storms, earthquakes, politics, and other disasters have not 
checked or hindered the unbroken success of this Board. Surely 
this is the unmistakable testimony of God added to wise manage­
ment. 

2. During the year the Board made the largest gift of its his­
tory in giving to the Woman's Missionary Union $20,500 for the 
purchase of a suitable building for the training school at Louis­
ville, Kentucky. W e feel that we voice the sentiments of this 
entire Convention, not only in expressing our most hearty ap­
proval of this generous gift, but also expressing our deepest grati­
tude for the same. 

3. The Bible Fund was $5,155.29—an increase of eighty-five 
per cent over last year. W e earnestly recommend that all our 
people make much of Bible Day in June of each year. 

4. For all purposes—lectureships, training school, mission 
schools, and all the different Boards—the Sunday School Board 
has given away, all told, during these years the grand total of 
$275,000 in cash. 

5. The Board has not and does not propose to take up collec­
tions on the field. The gifts turned into the different denomina­
tional enterprises come from the profits of its business. Some 
may see fit to question the safety of this policy, but wisdom is 
justified of her children. 

(1 The permanent fund has been increased to $100,000. 
7. The tangible assets at Nashville aggregate $200,000. 
W e rejoice in the fact that Southern Baptists have a publishing 

house which sends forth only Baptist propaganda. W e call your 
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attention to what you already well know—to the publications of 
this year. The complement of "Moral Dignity of Baptism" has 
been issued and is meeting with the same world-wide recognition. 
W e earnestly recommend that every Sunday school, church, and 

member give this Board the most hearty support and cooperation 
in every possible way. Let it be the unquestioned verdict of this 
Convention that the Sunday School Board is entitled to the fullest 
patronage of every school within its legitimate and logical terri­
tory. If the word cooperation means anything at all to a con­
structive Baptist, it certainly means this. 
W e recommend to this Convention the forward step of this 

Board in its B. Y. P. U. work. W e note with favor and approval 
the B. Y. P. U. Quarterly, the proposed Junior Quarterly, the 
work and office of the B. Y. P. U. Secretary. W e recommend also 
the step in the direction of the B. Y. P. U. study courses and trust 
this Convention may authorize the Sunday School Board to under­
take this work. The time has long passed for this action, and 
may there be no further delay. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. F R A N K NORRIS, 
Z. T. CODY, 
A. J. DICKINSON, 
W. W. LANDRUM, 
J. J. HAYNES, 
J. H. PURSER. 
J. R. EDWARDS, 
W. W. CHANCELLOR. 
R. M. INLOW. 

The report was discussed by J. Frank Xorris, Texas; 

B. F. Lawler, Missouri; AV. D. Moorer, Oklahoma; Har­

vey Beauchamp, Texas; W. J. Mahoney, Kentucky; C. E. 

Crossland, Alabama; J. E. Byrd, Mississippi; G. W. 

Andrews, Georgia; L. P. Leavell, Mississippi; B. W . 

Spilman, North Carolina; A. V. Rowe, Mississippi; Lan­

sing Burrows, Tennessee; and the report was adopted. 

62. The Committee on the 

Place of the Next Meeting 

reported through Howard L. Jones, South Carolina. 

The Convention was honored with flattering invitations from 
Louisville, Ky., St. Joseph, Mo., Muscogee. Okla.. Jacksonville. 
Fla., Knoxville, Tenn., Atlanta, Ga., and Asheville, N. C. Your 
Committee found it not easy to choose among so many and such 
attractive invitations, but in view of the semi-centennial of the 
Seminary next year, and the most careful consideration of all 
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the claims, we recommend that the next session of the Conven­
tion be held in Louisville, Ky. 

HOWARD L. JONES, 
J. T. SLADE, 
A. D. ADAIR, 
MANLY J. BREAKER. 

After discussion by W. S. Wylie, Oklahoma, and M. P. 

Hunt, Kentucky, the report was adopted. 

63. The Convention adjourned, after prayer by I. J. 

Van Ness, Tennessee. 

THIRD DAY, EVENING SESSION. 
64. The Convention met at 8 o'clock, and was led in 

prayer by D. B. Waite, Texas. 

65. The order of the hour being the consideration of the 

interests of Foreign Missions, the Convention was ad­

dressed by T. B. Ray, Educational Secretary of the For­

eign Mission Board; W . H. Smith, Editorial Secretary of 

the same, and R. J. WiUingham, the Corresponding Sec­

retary, who gave an account of his visit to the mission sta­

tions in Japan, China, and Europe during the past year. 

66. After announcements for the Sabbath, the Conven­

tion adjourned with prayer by S. J. Porter, Virginia. 
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FOURTH DAY, THE SABBATH. 

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS, May 17, 1908. 

67. Various pulpits in the city of Hot Springs and vi­

cinity were supplied by members of the Convention. 

6S. In accordance with the arrangement of the preced­

ing session (Proceedings 1907, item 68, page 31) a mass 

meeting was held at 2.30 o'clock, at which the report of 

the Committee on Civic Righteousness was read and an ad­

dress was made by J. B. Gambrell, Texas. 

69. As arranged by the Committee on Devotional Ex­

ercises, a memorial service was held, J. A. Scott, Okla­

homa, one of the Vice Presidents, presiding, at which the 

following brethren spoke: Carter H. Jones and 0. F. 

Gregory, Virginia, in appreciation of George B. Taylor, at 

one time a Secretary of the Convention and for many years 

in charge of the missions in Italy; B. H. Carroll, Texas, 

and H. A. Porter, Kentucky, in appreciation of Thomas 

T. Eaton, at one time a Vice President, and Lansing Bur­
rows, Tennessee, in appreciation of James H. Kilpatrick, 

at one time a Vice President. 

70. At the same hour, as arranged by the Committee 

on Devotional Exercises, a meeting was held in the Audi­

torium Theater in the interest of the Laymen's Movement, 

Henry R. Pollard, Virginia, one of the Vice Presidents, 

in the chair, which was addressed by H. R. Pollard, Geo. 

T. Webb, M. H. Wolfe, J. H. Tyler, and Joshua Levering. 

71. In the evening a meeting was held in the Conven­

tion Hall upon the subject of "Evangelism," at which ad 

dresses were made by L. A. Scarbrough, Texas, on "The 

Primary Mission of a Church of Christ;" E. C. Dargan, 

Georgia, on "How the Average Pastor May Make the 
Services of His Church an Evangelistic Force," and H. 

A. Porter, Kentucky, on "Personal Evangelism." 
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FIFTH DAY, MORNING SESSION. 

HOT SPEINGS, ARKANSAS, May 18, 1908. 

72. The Convention reassembled at 9 o'clock, and de­

votional exercises were conducted by Joshua Levering, the 

President. 

73. The journal was read and confirmed. 

74. The report of the Committee on 

Civic Righteousness, 

which was read at the mass-meeting on Sunday and dis­

cussed at that time, was adopted, as follows: 

We are rejoiced to observe that the spirit of law, of temperance, 
of righteousness, is becoming a conquering spirit. The politicians 
today are in increasing numbers consulting with the religious 
people of the community rather than with the saloon aggregation. 
Strong men with statesman principles have proven that the masses 
of the people will eagerly support righteous leaders for noble ends. 
This is great gain, and may be called a discovery—a discovery of 
incalculable value. No longer is it the political canon that the 
ambitious young statesman must needs become a trickster and ally 
of the base in order to attain position and power. The light of 
a new day is upon ue, and it adds to our rejoicing that not a few 
of the men who are making this new day belong to our denomina­
tion. 

Civic Righteousness and the Kingdom of God are bound up in 
each other. W e are learning anew that Christ's commission to 
his followers is not primarily to increase the census of heaven, 
but to make down here a righteous society in which Christ's will 
shall be done, his kingdom come. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this Convention holds that to redeem society 
and to purify and perfect government, are results to be directly 
expected from the preaching of the gospel and the Christian educa­
tion of the young people of this rising generation, and that, there­
fore, every wrong, public and private, political and social, retards 
the consummation of the commission of our King. Be it further 

Resolved, That this Convention calls upon all those who are 
allied with it, directly and indirectly, to pledge anew their Chris­
tian faith to stand steadfastly as Knights of the Cross, ready at 
all times and in all emergencies to resist the encroachments of evil 
upon our body social and body political, and to enlist themselves as 
aggressive builders of the new order wherein dwelleth righteous-
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ness and peace, and thus help to make straight the highway for the 
coming of the King. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. N. PRESTRIDGE, Chairman. 

75. 'E. E. Folk, Tennessee, presented the report of the 

Committee on Resolutions, and these resolutions were sev­
erally adopted: 

WHEREAS, One of the very greatest obstacles in the way of the 
advancement of God's kingdom in the world, both at home and 
abroad, is the legalized liquor traffic, ruining homes, blighting char­
acters, blasting lives, damning souls, and neutralizing to a large 
extent the work of pastors and missionaries on home and foreign 
fields. 

W H E R E A S , It is a fight between the churches on one side and the 
liquor traffic on the other side, the churches standing for good and 
for God in the world, and the liquor traffic standing for evil in 
the world. 

Resolved, 1. That we, the Southern Baptist Convention, repre­
senting a constituency of over 2,000,000 members, hereby declare 
our determined and uncompromising opposition to the liquor traffic 
in all of its forms ; 

2. That we respectfully but very earnestly request the proper 
officers of our national government not to issue privilege taxes for 
the sale of liquor where its sale is prohibited by the laws of the 
State; 

3. That we urge our Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to pass some measure to prevent the shipment of liquor into dry 
territory; 

4. That we will preach temperance, practice temperance, pray 
for temperance, and vote for temperance; 

5. That we urge people everywhere not to vote for anyone for 
any office who is known to be in sympathy with the liquor traffic; 

6. That we express our joy and our deep gratitude to God 
because of the fact that since the last meeting of this Convention 
the prohibition territory in the bounds of the Convention has very 
largely increased, and we declare our purpose as Southern Baptists, 
joining hands with our brethren of other denominations and with 
every one who loves the churches and the homes and the schools, 
not to cease our efforts until every vestige of this accursed liquor 
traffic has been entirely banished from our land; 

7. That this Convention appoint a standing committee of fifteen 
brethren, to be known as a Committee on Temperance, whose duty 
it shall be to promote in every way possible the cause of temper­
ance, until there shall not be a licensed saloon in our land, and 
until the whole liquor traffic shall be banished not only from our 
land, but from all lands; 

8. That a copy of these resolutions be furnished to the presid­
ing officers and chairmen of the proper committees in each branch 
of Congress, to the Governor of each State of the South, and that 
the press be requested to publish them. 
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Resolved, That it is the sense of this body that it would be most 
helpful to our people if the Sunday School Board would publish 
in tract form the address delivered by Dr. B. H. Carroll before the 
Convention. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due and are 
hereby cordially tendered to the officers of the Convention for faith­
ful and efficient service; to the Baptists and citizens and hotels 
for hospitable entertainment to some members of the Convention. 
including all home and foreign missionaries, and for reduced rates 
to others; also to the Baptists and other denominations for the use 
of their houses of worship ; to the bath houses for free baths, and 
to the various railroads for reduced rates. 
WHEREAS, Since the Baptist message is the expression of the 
fundamental and universal in the Bible, in society, in government. 
and in the individual life, therefore it mightily behooves the Bap­
tists of the South to put this message before all the people in the 
field of their responsibility in a concrete, forcible, engaging and 
lasting way. 

Resolved, 1. That this Convention urges upon its H o m e Board 
and its Sunday School Board and upon the Boards of the States 
within its bounds, the advisability of inaugurating conjointly a 
tract campaign which shall be comprehensive and forceful in opera­
tion, continuous in effort, and discriminating in the material used. 

2. That this Convention commends to the aforesaid named 
Boards the material, in whole or in part, comprising the third 
chapter in "The Moral Dignity of Baptism," the fifth chapter of 
"The Memorial Supper of Our Lord," both by Dr. J. M. Frost, and 
the sixteenth chapter of "The Axioms of Religion," by Dr. E. Y. 
Mullins, as worthy of the first tracts with which they may intro­
duce this proposed campaign. 

76. Geo. W . McDaniel, Virginia, read the report of the 

Committee on 

Woman's Work, 

and it was adopted as follows: 

The W. M. U. was organized at Richmond. Va., twenty years 
ago. The history of the Union is the record of divine favor. God's 
hand was in the beginning, and has been in the growth of this 
organization. 

During the past Convention year the contributions from every 
State have increased for every object. It took fifteen years to 
double the contributions of the first year, but in the last five years 
the total contributions trebled those of the fifteenth year. For the 
current year now closing, cash contributions total S186.198.58. 
while the amount in cash and boxes is $210,742.04. The Union is 
now incorporated and owns two pieces of property—the Margaret 
Home, at Greenville, S. C, bought eight years ago for $10,000. and 
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now worth $25,000; and the Training School at Louisville, Ky., 
valued at $25,000, and having an endowment fund of about $8,000. 

W e note with pleasure the change in the constitution of the 
Margaret Home by which children of home as well as foreign 
missionaries may be admitted. 

The Seminary reported twenty-six young women in the Training 
School, doing faithful study and preparing for this life-work. 
They also engage in city mission endeavor, and there were ten pro­
fessions of faith in the Sunday school class of one of these the past 
winter. 

The relation between our women and the Boards of this Con­
vention is cordial and sympathetic. They cheerfully help the 
Convention in every practicable way. That these bonds may ever 
be close and tender is the prayer of your committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. W. McDANIEL, 
J. F. BROWNLOW, 
R. K. MAIDEN, 

Committee. 77. In consideration of Foreign Missions, the reports 

of several committees were presented; first, by S. W. Mel­

ton, Georgia, on 

Pagan Missions. 

There are two ways by which God has always made known 
his will unto man—by what he has said to man and by what he 
has done for man. By his revelation in his word and his revela­
tion in his work. This has been true from the day of Abraham 
until this day. The revelation of his work has always, in his­
tory, been the confirmation of the revelation of his word. 

It seems almost Incredible that about eighteen centuries 
should pass before the church realized the imperative nature of 
the Great Commission, and it is among the rich treasures of the 
church's experience that coincident with her awakening came 
the emphasis of God's will and the inspiration of her approval 
in what he has done for us and through us. So today God's 
will, expressed thus in a twofold manner, urges us forward. 
W e cannot retrench—we cannot even hesitate—lest "he who 
knew his Master's will, and does it not, be beaten with many 
stripes." 

In reviewing the work of Pagan Missions we are impressed 
I. With the wisdom of the present-day methods. The words 

"educational," "medical," "printing facilities," sound appropriate 
when coupled with the word evangelistic. They tell us that we 
are approaching the solution of the problems of missions in a 
scientific way, and one that will commend itself strongly to the 
thinking, cautious, and conservative man of today. It may ap­
pear to some that we are waging war upon ignorance and super­
stition, but we do well to remember that these often had their 
origin in the most subtle philosophical system of history, to 
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which thousands are bound by the strong tie of heredity. These 
schools, planted in the midst of these conditions, representing 
the Christian civilization, give a view-point new, fresh-impelling, 
which has as its great center of attraction the cross of Jesus 
Christ. 

Through the medical feature of our work God is already mak­
ing sickness, disease, and even the devastating plagues of the 
Orient to become means of blessings—physical, spiritual-—unto 
thousands of people. Through this agency a door has been 
opened through which we may carry the Great Physician into 
the homes and hearts of thousand who, without it, would never 
know of his power to save. Praise be to his name for these 
valuable adjuncts to missionary operation. 

II. The results of the year's work in interest awakened, 
both at home, among the churches, and on the field, and in souls 
saved, are a cause for rejoicing. What a glorious reward has 
come from the outlay we have made! W e should stand before 
God condemned, because of the small part that we have in­
vested, of what he has given to us of material things, in the 
work that lies so close to his heart. It still remains for the 
great Baptist denomination of the South to learn and practice 
that most neglected of all Christian virtues'—giving as God has 
prospered them. 

III. Needs.—(1) Reinforcement—men and women. W e have a 
glorious gospel. W e have the wonderful word of God, but even 
more is needed. Men, living personalities back of the word. 
Men and women whose hearts throb with love—from whose lives 
shall radiate the glorious meaning of the cross of Christ. May 
God give us such reinforcements! 

(2) Equipment.—Schools, hospitals, printing houses, chapels, 
that our ideals as expressed in these features of our work may 
be realized. 

(3) All of which place emphasis upon the imperative neces­
sity of increased offerings for coming years. 

After all these years we still stand almost appalled at the 
magnitude of the difficult task before us. W e take upon our 
lips the cry of the disciples, "What are these among so many?" 
But behind us is the compassion, love, and power that fed the 
multitudes, and through us he can give the bread of life unto 
the millions of hungry souls in the great pagan lands of the 
world. Respectfully submitted, 

S. W. MELTON, Georgia: 
H. A. PORTER, Kentucky. 

78. S. M. Provence, Arkansas, from the Committee, 
read the report on 
Papal Missions. 
These "fields" are Argentina, Brazil, Italy, and Mexico. It 
is extremely difficult to give any adequate conception of the 
magnitude of the task which we have set for ourselves in the 
compass of this report. Occupying a large part of earth's fairest 
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domain, the Latin races, under the spiritual slavery of Roman­
ism, present an instance of moral decay without a parallel. 
Teaching that "ignorance is the mother of devotion," popery has 
struggled against human enlightenment, and has denied the 
right of men to think for themselves. Intellectual decay and 
moral degradation followed inevitably. The heaviest burden the 
religion of the gospel of Jesus Christ has ever had to bear has 
been a Christianity "falsely so called." Now, the revolt, which 
has been as certain as fate since the revival of learning, has 
become almost world-wide. Already the pope's rulership in 
matters of State is almost everywhere repudiated. This brings 
a danger scarcely less than that which it escapes, unless the 
forces of spiritual Christianity are alert. From the extreme of 
ecclesiastical tyranny to the extreme of social chaos and civil 
anarchy, would be a jump from the frying-pan into the fire. The 
gravest social problem of our times is to hold in leash and con­
trol for the best interests of civilization the masses of men who 
do not yet know what to do with the newly bestowed boon of 
freedom. Freedom is coming. It is in the air. Our current 
literature is largely filled with it. It is already going ahead of 
us in some communities heretofore priest-ridden, while in others 
it is still discussed in whispers. The right of every man to 
pray, without a priest or a formula or a rosary, involves the 
right to think, and equalizes the privileges of every soul before 
God. For these things the Baptists have always contended, as 
did our ecclesiastical fathers. Historically and logically, there­
fore, the Baptists are the only people thoroughly qualified to 
deal with the problems of the papal countries. Recognizing the 
individual as the unit of power, and the local, self-organizing, 
self-governing church as the divinely ordained device for com­
bining the units for effective spiritual service, the Baptists hold 
the key to the social problem that confronts our modern civiliza­
tion. The ideal Baptist church is an ideal of individual moral 
achievement: and so it answers the last demand of social moral­
ity, and is the ripe fruitage of a morally constituted universe. 

W e base our appeal, therefore, to the leaders of thought in 
papal countries who are beginning to see "men as trees walk­
ing," upon two great absolutes: the absolute freedom of every 
soul in its approach to God, and the absolute right of God to 
sovereignty in every soul. This combination is an impregnable 
bulwark, on the one hand, against social chaos, and against 
spiritual tyranny on the other. 

From this splendid view-point, one who has exulted in the 
proud achievements of Roman genius may catch a vision before 
whose glory the brightest periods of Roman history would "pale 
their ineffectual fires." Not a day too soon have our heaven­
sent missionaries entered these lands. Indeed, their going 
seems to have synchronized in a way little short of marvelous 
with the history God is making there. Nor is there a day to 
lose! W e are not keeping up with the opportunities. The re­
ports which come from every part of this work show the crying 
need of m e n — m e n of courage and vision and culture—Jaffa 
women who shall match them in intellectual and spiritual"" en­
dowment. These men and women will build churches, establish 
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schools, publish papers and books and pamphlets, and at the 
same time give actual object lessons on how to live so as to live 
right and to make human life both rich and full. 

In spite of their inadequate equipment, our missionaries re­
port growing interest, wide-open doors, increase in numbers, and 
a wide-spread clearing of the popular vision. There have been 
many remarkable conversions in spite of fierce opposition. 
Our workers- have been cheered by many indications of the 
divine guidance. God be praised for the wonderful way in 
which he has sustained them. His promises, "exceeding great 
and precious," are "Yea, and amen in Christ Jesus." If with 
these few so much has been accomplished, what might be ex­
pected if no call for help or equipment went unanswered! 

Your committee invite special attention to the fact that four­
teen hundred and twenty-seven persons were baptized on pro­
fession of faith during the last year by our missionaries in papal 
lands, over a thousand of these being in Brazil. Twenty-four 
day schools and one hundred and thirty Sunday schools are in 
operation. $25,727.88 has been contributed on these fields. 
Special mention should also be made of our publication work in 
Rio, and of the new theological seminary there. Far-reaching 
results are expected from these important enterprises. A trained 
native ministry is the key to the largest success in every land, 
and our Board is wisely endeavoring to put the work of preach­
ing into native hands as rapidly as may be consistent with 
safety. 

In Italy our theological school is a feature of great promise. 
These schools for training men, and the newspapers for inform­
ing the people are indispensable. They should be well equipped 
and well manned. 

In conclusion, your committee beg leave to congratulate the 
Board and the missionaries on the year's reports. Suitable 
action has already been taken in regard to our honored and 
beloved brother, Dr. George Boardman Taylor, whose work was 
characterized with a prudence and patience and sound judgment 
which we may hardly hope to see surpassed. His passing has 
left a sad gap in our thin battle line, but the captain of our 
salvation is never at a loss, and the work to which Dr. Taylor 
gave his best years will go on. 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. M. PROVENCE. 
J. D. CHAPMAN, 
C. J. THOMPSON. 
J. A. BROWN. 
G. A. LOFTON. 

79. J. W. Gillon, Texas, read the report of the Com­
mittee on 
The Outlook and Special Items, Foreign Mission Board. 
Your Committee on Outlook and Special Items submit the fol­
lowing report: 


