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CONSTITUTION.

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in wvarlous
parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur-
pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con-
stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct-
ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the
gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as
amended from time to time, are as follows:

Article I. This body shall be styled the “Southern Baptist
Convention.”

Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con-
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United
States ags may desire a general organization for Christian benev-
olence, which sghall fully respect the independence and equal
rights of the churches,

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre-
gentative from each of the Distriet Associations which coiiper-
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa-
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con-
vention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes,

Art. IV. The officers of thiz Convention shall be a President,
four Vice-presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event
of the death or disahility of the Treasurer, act as such officer,
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet-
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem-
bers of the several Boards.

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as
many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro-

(5)
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mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-presi-
‘dents, Secretaries, Treazurer, Auditor, and fifteen other mem-
bers, seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall
form a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that
any of the Boards may have the same person to fill the two posi-
tions of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the
entire management of all the affairs relating to the objects with
whose Interests it shall he charged; all of which management
shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions
adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as may
be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to
make such compensation to its Secrtaries and Treasurer as it
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodles,
and enact its own By-laws. i

Art. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all
receipts and disbursementz, and make report of them to the
Convention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as
often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of
his office, give compeient security to the President of the Board
for all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His books
ghall be open at all times to the inspection of any member of the
Convention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid out of any
of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from that Board
from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which order
shall be signed by the presziding officer.

Art. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodles may
require. Copies of all such communications, with their answers,
if any, shall be kept by them on file.

Art, VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose.

Art, IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents
appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be
members of some regular church in union with the churches
composing this Convention.

Art, X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish ewvi-
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them-
selves.
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Art. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven-
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifi-
cation is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at its
own dizeretion.

Art., XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually,
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the
approbation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of
his death, any of the Vice-presidents, of the Convention, may, at
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed.

Art, XIII. Any alterations which experience sghall dictate may
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present at any annual meeting of the Convention.

BY-LAWS.

Impressed with the obligations resting on the Convention to
endeavor more energetically and systematically to elicit, com-
bine, and direct the energies of the whole denomination in one
sacred effort for the promulgation of the gospel, we adopt the
following By-laws:

1. That the Boards of the Convention be directed to form the
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such
exist, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in
other cazes to secure such agency as each of the Boards may
deem best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses
incurred. )

5 That the Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention be
instructed to secure frequent distribution of information relating
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other-
wise, as may be found expedient among the mass of the people.

3 That the Committee on the Nomination of New Boards be
instructed to nominate, as Vice-presidents of Boards, men Known
to be identified with the interests of the Convention, and of their
‘own State Boards, and unless special reasons exist to the con-
trary, men who make efforts to attend the sessions of the Con-
vention. These Vice-presidents shall be expected to colperate
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with the Boards, both giving and receiving suggestions as to
work to be done, and they also shall be expected to present at
the next session of the Convention a brief report in writing of
what they had been requested to do, and of the way in which
they have complied with these requests, with any suggestions
they may have to offer as to the conditions and needs of their
respective fields. It shall be the duty of each Secretary in due
time to furnish the Vice-presidents of his Board with suitable
blanks for such reports, and to call their attention to this article,
and to make any proper effort to secure the due preparation of
these reports. In ease any Vice-president appointed is unable
or unwilling to comply with the requests herejn mentioned, it
shall be the duty of the Board, if possible, to find some person
who can, and request him to do so; and, furthermore, the Vice-
president for each State shall be desired, as speedily as possible,
to prepare a roll of the associations, churches, and Sunday
schools in that State, to be used for the distribution of informa-
tion, and to ascertain as far as possible which of the churches
and Sunday schools are contributing to the funds of the Board
and the annual amounts, and to make systematic effort each
vear to increase the number and amount of such contributions.

4, The Boards shall report at each session of the Convention
what special efforts they have been able to make toward carry-
ing out the objects of these By-laws.

5. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the Boards
each vear, a committee of five ghall be appointed, to whom shall
be referred so much of these reports as pertaing to the carrying
out of the By-laws, and also the reports of the Vice-presidents.

.6 The President, Vice-presidents, and Secretaries of the Con-
vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when
there is only one nomination for the same office, the Secretary, if
there be no objection, may bhe instructed to cast the ballot for
the Convention.

7. Applause on the floor of the Convention is out of order,
and it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to promptly sup-
press all such demonstration.

8. Speeches advocating the claims ﬂf any brother nominated
for an office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech
of nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination: also,
addressez and responses of welcome shall be limited to one
address of not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one
response of not more than ten minutes,

9. These By-laws may be altered at any time by a majority
vote except on the last day of the Convention.



PROCEEDINGS.

THE FIRST BAFRPTISET CHURCH

Oxnamoma, OxLamonms, May 15, 1912,

HE Southern Baptist Clonvention met this day at
3 p.m. in the First Baptist Church in this city,
and was called to order by Edwin C. Dargan,

Georgia, the President of the preceding Convention.

9. After the reading of Psalm 90 by the President,
praver was offered by R. C. Buckner, Texas, and the body
engaged in singing.

& el T " -"1 - "
3. On motion of Lansing Burrows, Georgia, it was

Ordered. that the calling of the roll be dispensed with, and
that the names of those whose cards have been deposited with
the Secretaries up to this time be recognized as constituting the
Convention, but that the Secretaries shall be empowered to add
to this list from ecards properly authenticated that may be sub-

sequently deposited.
(9)
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4, The order being the election of its officers, John D.
Mell, Georgia, presiding, on motion of R. T. Hanks, Texas,
Edwin C. Dargan, Georgia, was unanimously chosen to be
President; and he assumed the chair with a few pertinent
remarks.

5. The following brethren were renominated to be Viee
Presidents: J. P. Greene, Charles A. Smith, J. Pike
Powers, and Carter Helm Jones. On motion of O. L.
Hailey, Texas, the Seceretaries were ordered to cast the
ballot of the Convention, and it was so done.

6. On motion of Lansing Burrows, Georgia, the unan-
imous vote of the Convention was east, no one dissenting,
for George W. Norton, Kentucky, to be Treasurer, and
William P. Harvey, Kentueky, to he Auditor of the Con-
tion.

T. The report of the Committee on Order of Business,
appointed at the preceding Convention, as presented in
printed form, and it was adopted as the rule of the Con-
vention, being followed as indicated in the order of these
proceedings, save as where the same was altered as may be
hereinafter indicated.

8. Words of welcome were spoken by Carter Helm
Jones, Oklahoma, on behalf of the Baptists of city and
State; to which response as made by W. T. Lowrey, Mis-
sissippi.

9. An abstract of the report of the Sunday School
Board was read by J. M. Frost, its Corresponding Secre-
tary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the Board,
which report was ordered to be referred to a Committee on
the General Work of the Board.

10, On motion of O. F. Gregory, Virginia, the fore-
going report was referred to a commmittee, which was made
to consist of F. C. MeConnell, Texas; E. F. Wright, Mis-
souri; S. A. Cowan, Alabama; W. 8. Wiley, Oklahoma;
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J. D. Adeock, Florida; George Greene, Virginia; C. S.
Sullivan, South Carolina,

11. An abstract of the report of the Home Mission
Board was read by its Corresponding Secretary, B. D.
Gray, and also the report of the Treasurer of the
Board; all of which was referred to Comnittee on Qities
and Foreigners, Evangelism, Mission Fields, Mountain
Mission Schools, Church Building Loan Funds, and
Funections and Finances. '

12. An abstract of the report of the Foreign Mission
Board was read by R. J. Willingham, its Corresponding
Secretary, and also the report of the Treasurer of the
Board; all of which was ordered to be referred to Com-
mittees on Pagan Fields, Papal Fields, Finances, and
Special Ttems.

13. The chair appointed the following Committee on
Vice Presidents’ Reports: A. H. Autrey, Arkansas; J. A.
Ansley, Georgia; 8. E. Ewing, Missouri; George E. Hays,
Kentucky ; M. D. Jeffries, South Carolina.

14. E, Y. Mullins, Kentucky, made an explanatory re-
port from the Committee on Relations with the Northern
Baptist Convention appointed at the preceding Conven-
tion, and the reading of the report was postponed until the
time set apart on Friday for its discussion.

15. The President being instructed to create Commit-
tees on Religious Exercises and Enrollment, announced
the pastor of the church and the other Baptist pastors of
the city on Religious Exercises, and the following on En-
rollment: L. P. Little, Virginia; W. I). Bolton, Mis-
souri; W. A. Burns, Florida; W. E. Wilkins, South Caro-
lina; H. C. Rosamond, Arkansas.

16. M. D. Jeffries, South Carolina, presented the fol-
lowing, which was adopted:
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WHEReas, This Convention has been informed that there exist
the following wacancies in the membership of the Board of
Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary—viz, to
succeed to vacancies created during the year: Tennessee, two;
Texas, one; Maryland and District of Columbia, one, to fill va-
cancies; and Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennes-
gee, and Texas, each one, on account of increased funds:

Resolved, That a Commlittee be appointed to nominate to this
Convention three bretbhren residing in =aid States, for each of
said wacancies, from which the Board of the Seminary may fill
the existing wvacancies in accordance with the fundamental laws
of the Seminary,

The Committee was made to consist of R. T, Hanks,
Texas; I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee; Otto Whittington,
Arkansas; J. I. Kendrick, Louisiana; A. G. Moseley, Ala-
bama; I. P. Trotter, Mississippi; W. 1. Baylor, Mary-
land.

17. The Convention then adourned, with prayver by J.
B. Gambrell, Texas.

FIRST DAY, EVENING SESSION.

18. The Convention met at 7.45 p.m., Viee President
Jones presiding, and devotiomal exercises were conducted
by E. M. Poteat, South Ctarolina, and T. B. Ray, Virginia.

19. The Annual Sermon was preached by Z. T. Cody,
South Carolina, on “The Call of the ('ross.’”’ from the
text iIn 1 Cor, 1: 17, “Lest the Cross of Christ shonld be
made of none effect,”

20. The report of the Committee appointed at the pre-
ceding Convention on

World Conference on Faith and Order

was read by E. C. Dargan, Georgia, and was adopted as
follows, the committee being continued for another year:
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World Conference on Faith and Order,

The Committee, to whom was referrved the communication from
the Protestant Episcopal Church to the last Convention regard-
ing a proposed World Conference on Faith and Order, beg leave
to submit the following report:

Immediately upon the adjournment of the Convention the
Chairman communicated with the President and Secretary of the
Episcopal Commission, informing them of the action taken by the
Convention and stating our willingness to cobperate., Since then
we have been in further correspondence with the President and
Secretary of the Commission, and through them have learned that
a number of Christian bodies throughout our country have ap-
pointed committees with a view to holding the proposed Confer-
ence,

A Plan and Scope have been outlined for the work of the
Conference. This plan is stated in general terms and does not
involve any compromise of principles on the part of those who
participate. It merely looks to a fraternal and general confer-
ence on doctrine and polity with a view to a hetter understand-
ing and closer union among all Christians, Upon correspondence
among onr Committee, we submitted to the Episcopal Commisgion
as our reply the following paper as emhodying our views, and
we hope as representing those of our brethren generally :

Macow, (Ga., November 4, 1911.
Rt. Rev. (. P. Anderson, D.D,, President ;

Mr. Robt. H. Gardiner, Secretary of the Commission of the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church on Faith and Order:

DEsR BRETHEEN IN CHRIST !

The Committee appointed by the Qouthern Baptist Conventlon
at its meeting in Jacksonville, Fla., in May, 1911, were instructed
to make a fraternal reply to the communication received from you,
The Chairman of this Committee hag had the pleasure of com-
municating that action to you and of having sowme further cor-
respondence in regard to the woirk with which we are {*hfll‘,f..’:\?{l.
The Committee desires, however, to make a more comprehensive
reply to that overture, in qeeordance with the instructions under
which it acts. We are gratified to learn from the report of your
Committee on Plan and Scope that a numbey of other Commis
sione have been appointed, and are ready, with ourselves to act
with you when the time shall ¢ome. As we understand onr
appointment to be for but one year, it 18 our purpose to make
report of the progress made to our Convention at its mext meet-
ing, in order that the Committee may be continued or renewed,

e taken into consideration the report of the Committee
on EI? ﬁ;f;'dt Qeope of the proposed World anfereuce and are
pleased to find ourselves in general accord with the aims and
progress therein putlined. We :'E-.ImIl connt Durrsﬂw?s happy on
the basis proposed to confer with our brethren of other com-
munions, on the great matters which have been referred to us by

our various Christian bodies. We are thankful to recognize that
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there is increasing spiritual unity among all the true followers of
our Lord, and we heartily engage to promote by all suitable means
the furtherance and strengthening of this real, impressive and
growing union among all Christians, We recognize further the
feasibility, and in many cases the desirability, of a larger degree
of codperative union among the warious bodies of Christians.
But we cannot as yet see the way clear to the formation of any
federal directive body which will manifest this union in an organic

way., We think, however, that this matter should be fully dis-
cussed and frankly considered from every point of view, that all
the difficulties in the way may be duly considered and such co-
operation as is possible may be secured and perpetuated. We are
sure that the dizcussion of church order and a closer fellowship of
churches cannot fail, if conducted in the spirit of our Lord, to
result in a better understanding and a larger degree of combined
action in many useful directions.

~  With regard to questions of doctine and polity, we are sure
that under present conditions, uniformity, or any organic union
based upon that, cannot be expected. We believe in “the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace,” but we also understand that
“where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” In the exercise
and expression of this liberty there will no doubt remain some
differences of view and of conviction in regard to many important
teachings and institutions of our common Christianity. In regard
to these, all Christians should hold for themselves and for each
other the right to differ, but to differ in peace and love, Granting
to all others most freely and cordially the freedom of personal
judgment which we claim for ourselves, we feel it only frank and
just to say that many of the tenets which are regarded as divisive
between ourselves and our brethren of other communions are and
ever must be cherished and defended by us as the clear teachings
of God's Word, and on these matters we can never evade o com-
promize, Knowing as we do that there are others who cherish
similar feelings regarding their own tenets, we desire that all
should understand each other better, and even though we may not
come to an absolute uniformity of belief and practice, we are
gure that great stepz will be taken in that direction when Chris-
tians of all communions can sit togetber and on terms of loving
and praverful intercourse fraternally consider each other's point
of view and submit themselves more and more fully to the guid-
ance of their common Lord and Saviour. We shall rejoice, there-
fore, to meet in g World Conference with our brethren of other
faiths, praying with them that we may all be Jed to see the truth
and work together for the bringing in of the kingdom of our Lord
Jezus Christ,

With these views and hopes, and believing that in this state-
ment we represent our brethren of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, we greet you in the name of our blessed Redeemer,

Cordially and fraternally yours,

{Signed) E. C. DARGAN, Chairman.

JOSHUA LEVERING,
GEO. W. TRUETT,
JOHN R. SAMPEY,
J. P. GREENE,
EDGAR E. FOLE,
C. E. BURTS.
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To this paper we have received replies both from Bishop An-
derson, Preslde_.nt, and Mr, R. II. Gavdiner, Secretary, of the Epis-
copal Commission. Bishop Anderson's letter is as follows:

“CHicaco, ILL., December G, 1911,

“Rep, gr_ Dargan, President Southern Baptist Convention, Macon,
a.:

“My DEAR Dr. DARGAT

“On behalf of the Commission of the Protestant Episcopal
Church on a proposed Conference on Faith and Order, I beg to ac-
knowledge, with many thanks, the formal communication from
the Comm_ittee of the Southern Baptist Convention. I shall take
pleasure in placing your comununication before our Commission
at its meeting in New York this month, -

“I note what you say about the Committee being appointed for
one year only, and I venture to hope that the Committee will be
continuned. Thanking you again for your frank and sympathetic
communication, I am,

“Yours very sincerely,

*(8igned) C. P. ANDERSON.”

We have also had correspondence with these gentlemen upon
other matters relating to the proposed Conference, A general
communication has been sent out to all the Commissions stating
that since some time must elapse before all church bodieg counld
be heard from and the Conference called, it would be well for
each ©ommission already appointed to be continued, and mean-
time, while waiting, to study and foster as far as possible the
gentiment in favor of Christian union.

In conclusion, we suggest that the Convention continue this
Committee or appoint another until the action contemplated shall
have been completed.

{Signed) E. C. DARGAN, Chairman,
JOSHUIA LEVERING,
GEO., W. TRUETT,
JOHMN R, SAMPEY,
J. P. GREENE,
EDGAR E, FOLK,
C. E. BURTS.

91. The following Committees were announced :

On Pagan Fields.—Preston Blake, Alabama: 0. L. Hailey,
Texas; D. D. Munro, Missouri; J. E. Sammons, Georgia; G. W.
Quick, South Carolina; H. H. Wallace, IMinois; J. E. Martin,
Kentucky.

On S:ecia! Items in Foreign Mission Board—W. D. Powell,
Kentucky : 0. €. 8. Wallace, Maryland; J. W, O'Hara, Tennessee ;
C. C. Coleman, Texas; E. V. Lamb, Illinois; G. H. Murch, Mis-
gouri: J. M. Shellburn, Virginia.

On Finances, Foreign Mission Board.—T. W. O’Kelly, North
Carolina: M. H. Wolfe, Texas: J. G. Carlizsle, Georgia; R. G.
Bowers, Arkansas: E. V. Baldy, South Carolina; J. D. Crump,
Virginia; W. E. Pettus, Alabama.
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On Cities and Foreigners—0. C. 3. Wallace, Maryland; W.
H. Brengle, Louisiana; 1. L. West, Missouvi; J. L. Gross, Texus;
C. W. Duke, Florida; F. H. Farrington, Alabama.

On Evangelism.—L. R. Scarborough, Texas; J. B. Searcy,
Arkansas: J. L. White, Tennessee; W, G. Mahaffey, Mississippi;
C. B. Waller, North Carolina; G. W. Andrews, Georgia; F. D.
Hale, Missouri,

On Home Mission Felds.—H. L. Winburn, Arkansas: W. T.
Lowrey, Mississippi; E. P. Alldredge, New Mexico; 5. B, Rogers,
Florida; J. ©. Massee, Tennessee; W, A, Hogan, Georgia.

On Mountain Mission Schools.—W. M. Vines, Missouri; J. J.
Bennett, Georgia; 8. A. Cowan, Alabama; H. H. Hibbs, Tennes-
=00 A, 2 Petrey, Kentucky; E. K. Dudley, Arkansas; E. D,
Foster, Virginia.

22. The Convention adjonrned, with benedietion by R.
J. Willingham, Virginia.

SECOND DAY, MORNING SESSION.
OrLanoma, Okn., May 16, 1912.

23, At 9 a.um. the Convention met and engaged in de-
votional exercizes, led by W. A, Borum, Mississippi.

e
24, The Journal was read and confirmed.

25. The order being the consideration of the interests of
the Sunday School Board, Viee President Smith presid-
ing, E. C. Dargan, Georgia, read the report of the com-
mittee, appointed at the preceding Convention, on

The Conwvention Lesson Committee.

The Convention at Jacksonville adopted the following as part
of a report of a Committee on Lesson Text and Graded Lessons
appointed at a private session:

"8, We believe that the experiences of the past vear with these
lezsons show conclugively that as a denomination we must not
only give attention to the lessons offered for our Sundsy schools,
but we must in this all-essential department, as in our field work
and teacher-traininz operations, keep it under direct denomina-
tional control. Though we may codperate with others in common
lessons the world over, we must know that these lesgons are sach
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as will do the work we want done for our own constituency.
Our duty to the next generation demands constant and insistent
attention ag a denomination to the lessong used in our schools,
There may be new questions to be considered and a new set of
lessons of our own may yet become a possibility, and even a nEﬁ,ﬁs—
sity. Some men ought to he studying these guestions for us from
year to year in addition to those otficlally charged with the over-
gight of our Sunday szchool work. We therefore recommend the
appointment annually by the Southern Baptist Convention of a
permanent Lesson Committee of five members to serve in connec-
tion with the Corresponding Becretary and Editorial Secretary of
our Sunday School Board, and the Southern Baptist representa-
tive on the International Lessen Committee, this Lesson Commit-
tee to be nominated annually to the Convention by the Sunday
Echool Board and elected by the Convention, the duties of the said
Committee being similar to those performed by this Committee
during the past year, as special occasion may arise.”

Upon recommendation of the Sunday School Board, the follow-
ing were elected at the same session as members of the said
Committee: E. C. Dargan, B. H. DelMent, J. P. Greene, O, C. 8.
Wallace and B, W. Spilman, By virtue of their official position,
J. R. Sampsey, J. M. Frost, and I. J. Van Ness became members
also,

The Committee held its first meeting in Louisville on April 3d
to 4th, 1912, and organized by electing K. C, Dargan, Chairman,
and B. W. Spilman, Secretary. It was decided to meet annually
in March or April of each year and in speclal meetings when called
for any matter of immediate importance.

The Committee decided to work for the present along the fol-
lowing lines :

1. To study the conditions in the Sunday school world so far
as they affect Sunday school lesson courses,

2 To begin an investigation of the general subject of lesson
courses to discover the best possible lezsons for use in our Sunday
schools, ]

3. To examine the tentative outlines issued from time to tiwe
by the International Lesson Committee for the criticism of Sanday
gehool experts and to submit suggestions in regard to the same to
the said International Lesson Committee before the lessons are
finally issued for use in our schools. :

4. To confer with our Sunday School Boa rd regarding any
matters about which they may desire our alvice and codperation,

5. To consider the ways in which the instruction in our Sunday
schools may be made to advancee our own special inferests as a

ation,
ae?"}}:]:;;gﬂhml the International Unitorm Lessons for forty years,
The Baptists have had an llmlru';l!lll' share in making these lessons
and have been greatly pleased with the work done by the Lesson
Committee. We are lad t:T know that provision has Il_een mnd_ﬂ
for the lessons for the remainder of the present _E':r’l'll'.—mlll‘ years
more. This assures ns that the policy of the Inlermlltmnﬂ] Lesson
Committee for the next four years, or nntil 1917, will he zatisfac-
tary in every way to our Baptist people of the South. But the



18 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION,

International Convention or Association is now passing through
a crisis in reference to organization. An Executive Committee of
about one hundred incorporated under Federal Law is now
charged with the election of the International Lesson Committee,
cerfain provisions being made for nomination of members by de-
nominational bodies. It is not clear at this time what the out-
coine of these changes will be. We think it well for the South-
ern Baptist Convention, through its own Lesson Committee, to
keep in touch with the situation, and so to be ready wisely to
adjust itself to any conditions that may arise. There is at present
also great unrest among the varions denominations as to the
whole guestion of lesson construction, and we may find ourselves
confronted with situations not of our own making. We feel sure
we can also readily adapt curseives to any such conditions as they
may arise,

Your Committee are greatly pleased with the graded lessons
as put out by our Sunday School Board. The work has been
well done, and the lessons were gotten out in a remarkably brief
time. Our Board has discovered some signally talented women
among Southern Baptists and has brought them into this service,
The work is a great credit to all concerned, Qur Board is the
only one that has issued up to this time periodicals on the graded
leszons based on the exclusively Biblical Series. We are glad to
recognize this as one of the results of the protest made at the Bal-
timore Convention, and of the labor of the Committee on Lesson
Text and Graded Lessons which reported last year,

We bhave given special attention to the guestion of missionary
instruction in the Snnday school and hope at our next meeting to
have before us more definite recommendations on this subject.
As a present effective method, we commend the Misstonary Pay,
which is annually arranged to come in the very time when our
Convention Mission Work is being streszed in all the States. The
periodicals of the Sunday School Board make of thiz a great
educational day, as well as a great occasion for actual training
in giving. No other publishing house in the country ‘has ever
put its publications =0 unreservedly and effectively at the service
of the general mission work of any denomination as has our
Sunday School Board in connection with this day. We believe
thiz one day, empbasizing our work a= a whole and including
both Home and Foreign Missions, is in itself a great advantage,

We are fully convinced that teacher training is more effective
in the handsz of denominational leaders than it can be in the hands
of interdenominational leaders. Denominations such as our own
can better develop their forces, and we register it as our jude-
ment that the International Association should limit itself to
inspirational work in the department of teacher training.

May we be permitted to say that the work committed to us is
unigue? XNo similar committee exists in any other denomination.
We must discover for ourselves the hest vay to serve the Con-
vention and to protect and advance our special interests in this
field. We pledge our best efforts, our earnest study, and our con-
sgeration to the task assigned to us. We hope the work of the
Committee will be of ihcreasing service in positive and effective
ways. We are fully persuaded that there is in the life of the
denomination a permanent place for a Sowthern Baptist Coneep-
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tion Sunday School Lesson Conunittee a8 an a
_ an agency for 3
motion of the kingdom of God in the :vmrld. 1 e ro:

(Signed) E. C. DARGAN, Chairman,
B. W. SPILMAN, Secretary.
J. P. GREENE,
J. M. FROST,
JOHN R. SAMPEY,
I. J. VAN NESS,
0. C. 8. WALLACE,

[Note.—B. H. DeMent, 1 member of the Committee, was ab-
sent, traveling abroad, when the Committee met. |

The report was adopted, and the Committee was con-
tinued for another year.

26. The report of the Committee on

L]

The Work of the Sunday School Board

was presented by F. C. McConnell, Texas, as fﬂllDW;:

The Sunday School Board has submitted to the Convention
another exceedingly gratifying report, every detail of which i=
interesting and Inspiring. Through all the twenty years of the
life of this Board, the Convention has witnessed a phenomenal
growth. The steady and rapid development of this magnificent
denominational enterprise iz duoe to good business judgment, wise
foresight, and unremitting work. The Board was originated
becanse there was a place for it, and from its inception it has
constantly enlarged the place it was meant to occupy,

The report of the Board opens again this year, as it bas more
than once before, with tender words of lament for the death of
one of its valuable members, Capt. A. J, Harris, Let the Con-
vention pause to do honor to a noble servant gone to his rest,

To tell of the waluable and far-reaching work ol the Sunday
School Board would require more space than can be given to re-
ports, and more time than can be taken by speakers before the
Convention. It is therefore possible only to mention features of
the work of the Board, to which prayerful consideration would
be directed. ;

Primarily, the Sunday School Board was established to fur-
nigh suitable literature for Southern Baptist churches in the
study of the Scriptures in the Sunday schools; the advocates of
the movement, which agitated the Convention for several years,
believing that such literature mig_ht be made serviceable in mission
fields also, and in the churches in other parts of the country as
well. The verification of this conviction is abundant. To this one
central, primal-essential purpoese the Board is committed. Out of
the abundance of opportunity the Sunday School Board has been
led to add numerous features of service, every one of which has
commended itself to the wisdom of the denomination,
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How timidly our “=Seer” put out feeling fingers before the
Board gave to the world its first book, Since that small beginning,
notable books, some of them in several swecessive editions, books
which are mighty in the constructive work of God's kingdom, have
found parentage in our publishing lhouse at Nashville, Does not
the Convention recall the beginnings of Sunday school institute
work, when one lone field man, B. W. Spilman, ever beloved,
gquickened the Baptist heart, in the few communities he could
visit, on the subject of Sunday =choo] work? Now a corps of the
very best in the world, men and women, hold teacher training
schools, bere and yonder, all over the South, reminding one of the
days of Galilee, This unparalled service is giving to our churches
literally thousands of “King's teachers,” a bundredfold better
equipped for teaching the word of God; who, in turn, are making
our Sunday schools more and more places of instruction in right-
eousness, in doctrine, reproving and corrvecting in the fear of God.
To these have been, added the Beminary professorship, literature
and field men for the Baptist Young People’s Unlon, the colpera-
tive work with the several State hoards, and the Bible depart-
ment ; not to speak of the wise and munificent gifts which have
brought the Board into Lelpful vonnection with every good thing
the denomination fosterz. The financial exhibit is always a happy
surprisdé to the Convention and creates expectation of something
better the next time,

The Board has put into the denominational service more that
$G0000.00  this wyear, and since it was established, more than
$475,000.00, and holds vested property and funds amounting to at
least F300,000.00. Out yonder in the field are a company of weli-
qualified, constructive Sunday school builders, The whole South
has felt their genins. Up ot the Heminary are a professor of
Sunday School Pedagogy and a woman's training school of un-
told possibilities. In the office at Nashville is the “Melanchthon™
of thiz and many geperations, and behind it all, or rather here
and there, with his eyes on evervthing Baptists are doing, is the
man in whose bheart and brain the Sunday School Board was con-
ceived—one of the truly great men in the world today—Dr, J. M.
Frost, the Corresponding Secretary.

Your Committee asks the Convention to say to these faithful
men, “Well done,” according to them the most hearty and enthuy-
slastic encouragement in the service they render the cause we love,
than which no other is more useful or better done, If there is a
lame place in cur growing publishing house, it is in the matter
of Bible circulation, and to this the attention of the Convention
izs urged. The meager sum of $52000.00 is reported as having
been received for Bible work. A denomination professing to
cherish the word of God as the only rule of falth and practice
can do better than thit for the spread of the Bible,

Your Committee wounld make a distinet call upon the con-
stituency of this Convention for thousands and tens of thousands
of dollars, speedily, for the distribution of the word of God. “Thy
word giveth light,” and without it the people “zit in darkpess"
and in the shadow of death,

The Committee heartily approves the action of the Sunday
School Board in securing property in the city of Nashville neces
sary to the administration of trust committed to their hands,
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We look with favor upon the s stion in 't i
a Convention Adult Bible Class Dﬁﬁtment ajgecru‘flpﬁﬂ&gnﬁ:?u;i};i%
the results of thelBﬂard’s solution of the situation, realizing the
jmportun_{:e of having all of the departments of our sunday schools
brought in touch with our denominational Jife.

The report was spoken to by F. C. MeConnell, Texas;
P. E. Burroughs, Tennessee; J. P. Greene, Missouri; W.
L. Pickard, Georgia; H. W. Virgin, Tennessee; and the
Field Workers of the Board who were presented to the
Convention ; also a number of State Sunday School Secre-
taries.

27. The time being reached for devotional exercises, the
Convention was led in religious services by E. M. Poteat,
South Carolina,

28. The special order was the report of the Committee
on

The Denominational Press,

In the excellent report adopted by the Convention a year ago
the following statements were made which practically represent
the sitnation at present in the territory of our Convention:

There are nineteen Baptist papers whose subscriberg aggregate
about 150,000, seventy-five per cent of whom are paid up. Two
papers own their plantz, three others do a part of their work,
and the remainder print by contract, Eleven are owned by stock
companies, with a total capital amounting to $362,000. Three
are private enterprises, one iz owned by a State convention, one
by a Workers' Association. Eight are, by resolution, organs of
State conventions: seven have a fraternal relationship to the
State conventions,

In order to feel the pulse of our constiuency on the subject
of Denominational Journalism, the Committee sent a question to
the editors, and to forty other brethren, representing every State
in our Convention territory. This is the question they were
asked: “If you were to accept an invitation to make a ten-min-
ute speech before the Southern Baptist Convention in Oklahoma
City on the subject of Denominational Journalism, what are
gome of the things that you now think youn would try to say in
that address?’ Nine editors and twenty-one others made reply.
That we did not hear from more than fifty per cent of those to
whom mwe addressed the guestion may be attributed to the fact
that we were late in sending out the questions and requested an
answer within a limited date. The answers received show a vast
amount of interest in the subject of Baptist journalism, and that
the brethren have some convictions on the same. We are sure
that any one of the thirty who replied to our guestion could use
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the ten minutes before the Convention to good advantage in dis-
cusging this theme, and we hope to hear from sowme of them,

Why i= a Committee on Denominational Press? What does
the Convention expect to accomplish by it? What use will it
make of this report? Does it recognize a real, though inorganic,
union between the Convention and the denominational press, or
claim a right to hear a report from the press as one of its serv-
ants? Is there a larger way by which the Convention and press
can help each other? That the guestion, *Why this committee?”
is in the minds of some is revealed by the correspondence referred
to above, Ome editor, in answer to our question, writes, “I Lave
nothing to say,” although he proceeds briefly to say some things
that are quite readable, He says: “Tell the newspaper boys
that it is not enough to be orthodox. Tell them that there are
two sides to the case; that if the Convention is to appeal for
subscriptions for support of the papers, that the papers must be
worthy of the support appealed for." Another writes: ‘The first
thing I would say would put me out of the running, for I would
say that the denominational paper iz the yellow dog of the Con-
vention. The next thing I would say would put me in bad with
my brother editors, for I would say: ‘If we editors stood on our
rights and kept on our hats and guit holding out our hands, in-
stead of begging favors from the Convention, it would be appoint-
ing committees to see if the papers could not be Induced to fea-
ture it a little. . . . [ appreciate the spirit of your Commit-
tee, but to me it is love's labor lost."™

What is the Denominational Press? Evidently books and
Sunday school literature are not included in the intent of this
Committee, as we hear of them through the Sunday School Board,
One brother defines Denominational Journalism as “current lit-
erature in the sphere of religion,” and says: “It bhas a secure
basis in the spiritual needs of the people, The non-denomina-
tional paper outruns it in popular favor, and furnishes the editor
with ample dizcouragement.” Denominational Journaliam then,
iz current literature. XNow the guestion arises, Shall we have a
board of current denominational literature, azs we have a board
for the more permanent forms of denominational literature?

When is a paper a Baptist paper, and when has it a claim to
be entitled “our Baptist paper?’ Upon what number of papers
decorated with a Paptist title publizhed within its territory
would the Convention pronounce a beatitude® Could the Conven-
tion profitably consider a report that would undertake to censor
the press, dizcriminating between the so-called Baptist papers
that are worthy and those that are unworthy the name, com-
mending some and repudiating others? Far be it from this Com-
mittee,

The letters from those who wrote in response to our guestion
reveal a barmony of opinion among editors and pastors. This
speaks well for both, and promises large usefulness for the paper.
They see eye to eye, and have similar views concerning how the
papers may serve the kingdom. All are agreed that the paper
is a necessity, “the connecting link between the Lord's people
and the Lord's work,” as one says. Another says: “Bome of our
denominational papers are so important that the very life of our
organization depends upon them.”
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It is unauimously voted by our correspondents that the editor
must IJ_e an able man. One brother has before him a dummy out
of which he proceeds to construct an editor, and he makes a
very good one, md_egd. Some have tried to construct an editor
out of more promising material and failed ingloriously. It is
of the financial ability of the editor that the brother is thinking
when he says: *“Anybody can edit a religious paper, but it takes
a genius to finance it.”

It is unanimously agreed that our papers have too little cap-
ital, but no one has a very definite recommendation as to how
capital may be increased. Some say the papers should be en-
dowed. By whom? Others say, “No.” Why not? One says
the paper can be 80 run as to make it a financial asset to the
denomination. How? Several brethren say State conventions
and the Southern Baptist Convention should do more to support
strong, worthy papers, but do not tell how.

It is further wvoted unanimously by our correspondents that
pastors should help the papers. In the main, it can be said of
our papers that they are trying to help the pastors; indeed, one
brother expresses it as his opinion tha tthe papers, while fine
for pastors, are not correspondingly good for the people, What
is the remedy?

We were pleased to note that our correspondents urge the
papers to empbasize the spiritual and are unanimonsly of the
opinion that they should avoid scrapping and personalities, One
gays: “Let the editor be much in prayer, that he may reveal the
Spirit of Christ on every page; that the language of sarcasm and
contempt may be absent when writing of his brethren.” Another
writes: “Belligerancy, omniscence, and dogmatic intolerance have
had their day.”

There are other opinions expressed, more or less generally.
For instance, one says: “1 would urge with all my soul that men
do not try to run several papers in one State, but colperate in
making one good one.” Tt is pretty generally recommended that
we have a paper for each State, while a few say, one paper for
two or three States. How shall the States be grouped, and who
will undertake the task? :

Make the paper mechanically attractive. No one dissents,

Some =ay, give us sermons in full. Others say, only brief
notes of sermons, it sermons at all.

One says, discontinue sending paper at end of term of sub-
seription, or, in editorial language, d. a. x. .

Several brethren lament the lack of emphasis laid upon the

gpiritual in our papers ) o
A few note lack of matter concerning missions and temper-

ance, ) . _
One asks: “Shall we have a chair of journalism in our theo-

logical seminaries?”’ o )

Inasmuch as the duties of this Committee are not very clearly
defined. we do not apologize for this method of formulating a
re;mrt.:' Our investigation convinees us that there are many prob-
lems unsolved in connection with Baptist journalism; that we
have a large subject with which to deal, as one saya: “The more
one thinks of this subject the larger it appears,” It cannot be
doubted that the brethren are thinking,
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We propound this question: “Could Southern Baptists use a
paper that would be of equal interest to all parts of the Con-
vention territory? Such a paper should be edited by an editor
or editors elected by a board appointed by the Convention to
manage such a paper, and should have an associate editor in each
State, We can see some advantages accruing from such a plan
First, the paper would speak as the mouthpiece of the Conven-
tion, and would be the organ through which all the boards would
express themselves to their constituency; second, it would bring
to the entire constituency of the Convention news from all parts
of the territory and of every phase of our work, and thus be a
medium of communication that would constitute a bond of union
among our scattered forces and so weld our people into more com-
pact organization; third, it would enable us to publish a weekly
periodical whose strength and attractiveness would make it a
splendid testimony to Baptist wisdom and ability,

RECOMMENDATIONE.

We recommend—

1. That the Convention affirm its confidence in the efficiency
of the ministry by means of which the Gospel iz carried to the
homes of the people on the printed page.

2. That the Convention hereby pledge its moral support to the
men who are concerned in the making and circnlation of our Bap-
tist papers, and by =0 doing, desire that our position shall be an
example to pastors, churches, district and State associations,

3. That our Convention Boards, through their Secretaries and
other appointed agencies, our schools, colleges, and seminaries,
make as large use as possible of the papers in advertising their
work and disseminating information concerning the same,

MILFORD RIGGS,

Z. T. CODY,

L. W, DOOLAN,

J. J. HURT,
Committee,

The report, which was adopted as in the foregoing form,
was discussed by S. J. Porter, Texas; J. B. Cranfill,
Texas; M. A. Jones, Georgia; J. B. Gambrell, Texas;
when the time was exhausted.

29. The hour being extended, the Report of the Treas-
urer of the Convention was presented, and inasmuch as it
contained matters of interest requiring that the Conven-
tion should be advised npon, it was ordered to be referred
to a committee consisting of William Ellyson, Virginia;
Lewis Rogers. Texas; John D. Mell, Georgia; Ira Fields,
Kentucky ; John T. Chapman, Georgia.
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30. A telegram emanating from the “Commission of
Christian Union of the Diseiples of Christ in America,”
relating to a commission to confer with them relative to
closer codperation, was ordered referred to the existing
Committee on World's Conference on Faith and Order.

31. A telegram from New Orleans, inviting the Con-
vention to meet next year in that city, was referred to the
Committee on Arrangements for the Next Meeting.

32. The following Committees were announced :

On Papal Fields.—W. L. Pickard, Georgia; W. J. McGlothlin,
Kentucky: W. F. Yarborough, Alabama; C. L. Huffhines, Texas;
T. C. Skinner, Virginia; W. A. Hamlet, Oklahoma; J. W. Million,
Migsouri,

On the Building Loan Fund.—Jno. F. Vines, South Carolina;
L. R. Christie, Georgia; F. F. Gibson, Arkansas; W. P. Harvey,
Kentucky; M. E. Dodd, Lounisiana; C. M. Williams, Missouri;
A. E. Baten, Oklahoma,

On Functions and Finances Home Board.—J. B. Gambrell,
Texas; Benj. Cox, Arkansas; B. P. Smith, Kentucky; L. P
Leavell, Mississippi; J. J. Hurt, North Carolina; C. A. Smith,
South Carolina. :

On Nominations of Trustees for the Seminary.—R. T. Hanks,
Texas; I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee; Otto Whittington, Arkansas;
J. I. Kendrick, Lounisiana: A. G. Moseley, Alabama; I. P. Trotter,
Migsigsippi; W. H. Baylor, Maryland.

on Enrollment—L. P. Little, Virginia: W. D. Bolton, Mis-
souri: W. A. Burns, Florida; W. E. Wilking, South Carolina;
H. ¢. Rosamond, Arkansas,

On Apportiunment.—-—.]. T. Hendewson, Virginia: W. H. Baylor,
Maryland: William Ellyson, Virginia; Lafavette Johnson, North
Carolina: Z. T. Cody, South Carolina: J. J. Bennett, Georgia; S.
B. Rogers, Florida; W. B. Crumpton, Alabama; A. V. Rowe,
Mississippi; E. 0. Ware, Louisiana: F. M. McConnell, Texas;
J. T. Christian, Arkansas; J. C. Stalcup, Oklahoma; H. E. Truex,
Missouri: W. D. Powell, Kentucky: J. W. Gillon, Tennessee: R.
J. Willingham, Virginia: B. D. Gray, Georgia,

On Arrangements for Next gesgion.—J. J. Taylor, Tennessee;
A. E. Brown, North Carolina; 8. J. Porter, Texas; Minitry Jones,
Missouri: J. F. Purser, Georgia: J. T. Slade, Kentucky; H. C.
Moore, North Carolina; J. H. Wallace, Alabama; G. W. Danbury,
linois: W. F. Powell, Virginia.

On Nominations of Mew Boards.—Livingston Johnson, North
Carolina: E. W. Stephens, Missouri: J. D. Mell, Georgia; William
Lunsford, Tennessee: Geo. B. Taylor, Virginia; W. B. McGarity,
Texas: J. M. Carroll, Oklahoma: J. B. Leavell, Misgiseippi; R. I
Bateman, Alabama; J. W. Porter, Kentueky: R. B. Watson, South

Carolina.
33 The Convention then -‘~rﬂjr‘nm'rpr:*r‘{J with benedicetion

by J. N. Prestridge, Kentucky.



26 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

SECOND DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION.

34. The Convention reassembled at 3 p.m. and engaged
in devotional exercises, conducted by Allen Fort, Tennessee.
35. The following Committee was announced :

On Woman's Work.—S. H. Campbell, Arkansas; L. W. Doolan,
Kentucky: J. B. Leavell, Mississippi: H. A, Bagby, Missouri; 8.
P. Hair, SBouth Carolina.

36, The order being the consideration of the interests of
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, the Conven-
tion was addressed by Prof. G. B. Eager, Kentucky; J. L.
White, Tennessee ; E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky; P. F. Faulk,
Texas.

37. J. T. Henderson, Virginia, read the following:

Report of the Executive Committee of the Laymen's Missionary
Movement.

Your Committee would report its growing confidence in the
policies announced a :ear ago. We are confirmed in our opinion
that too much emphasis cannot be placed upon the promotion of
missionary intelligence among the mien, a quickened sense of per-
gonal responsibility as to stewardship, a systematic effort to deepen
the piety of bu=iness men, a constant emphasi= upon the priority
of Christ’'s claim upon the thought, time, talents and treasure of
Christian men, and the general adoption of seriptural methods
of finance, The past year has shown a gratifying advance in
the following respects: vigorous associational campaigns, a thor-
ough every-member canvass in local churches, the introduction
of the duplex envelope, and the weekly system of giving, While
the General Secretary hasg beepn able to devote only a portion of
hiz time the past year to this movement, he has attended the
State conventions of Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, North
Carolina, and the General Association of Virginia; has also at-
tended numerous conferences, institutes, encampments, associa-
tions, and banquets, finding everywhere a growing sense of the
imperative need of enlisting the masculine element in our Chris-
tianity and of adopting better business methods. He has vizited
a number of churches and helped to install the weekly system.
The pastor of one of these churches writez: “While we have not
had a really competent missionary committee, we have raised
more money than by the old method. Our committes is now
undergoing reorganization:; the plan, when properly worked, will
produce most gratifying results”™ The pastor of a suburban
church writes under date of April 25, 1912: "More than two
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hundred dollars have been given during the past month iffer-
ent individuals to Home and Foreign :di:-asini]s, as thank?:%e?igg.
Every one that made a voluntary thankoffering is a weekly con-
tributor. We now have twenty-six more weekly givers than
members, more than half our membership are in the tithing
band, and I am sure this large number has been led to tithe from
the weekly offering plan.”

The expenses of the Committee for the year have been as fol-
lows: Literature, $123.64: net operating expenszes, #264.74. and
salary of Secretary, $1,250.00: making a total of $1JE:-';":E.SELr The
Sunday 8chool Board generously contributed the expensge of pub-
lishing the literature, and the Secretary received contributions
from the field on operating expenses to the amount of $199.17.

Your Committee would stress the following suggestions:

1. The policies we advocate are not automatic. For their
successful operation they demand a capable and zealous pastor,
supported by a wide-awake missionary committee,

2. The educational work must be continuous. In addition
to the use of periodicals and tracts, misslonary addresses and
sermons, and mission study classes, a valuable educational agency
is the monthly prayer meeting under the auspices of the mission-
ary committee and pastor,

3. The every-member canvass must be a yearly event, Some
should inerease theit weekly pledge, some not reached before
might be enlisted. and besides the general educational effect is
quite beneficial, The campaign will become more simple each
year,

4 The pastor and missionary committee in every church
should organize a tithing band and seelk to have constant addi-
tions to this elect company.

5. A liberal unse of missionary charts ahd maps on the walls
of our Sunday school buildings and aunditoriums is a valuable
educational agency.

6., A well-matured missionary policy for the Sunday school,
stressing missionary education and systematic giving, is vital,

In its policy for the ensuing year your Committee would invite
the endorsement and coiiperation of the Convention in three

special items:
1. SIMULTANEOUS CAMPAIGNS.

Simultaneous every-member canvasgses in towns and cities
where there are more than one Baptist church. These would not
only be of great henefit to the churches thems=elves, but would
serve as demonstrations, or ohject lessons, for the churches in con-
tiguous territory. The Secretary .will be glad to render personal
assistance as far as practicable,

2 ASSOCTATIONAL CAMPATGNS.

The Vice Presidents of the boards, associational officers, lay-
men's committees, and pastors =hould organize and conduct a
missionary campaign in every ass=ociation In our Convention, hav-
ing as their objective to touch and enlist each church in their dis-
trict. This has been demonstrated to be thoroughly practical.
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3. GREAT CONVENTION OF MEN.

The Committee would ingquire as to the feasibility of hold-
ing a great laymen's convention in some central city the coming
year, Two thousand five bundred laymen and pastors should be
gathered from the wvarious States of the Convention for three
days of conference and inspiration. The strongest specialists
available should be secured for the program, and the meeting
might be made the most significant Southern Baptists ever held,
The Committee iz willing to undertake such a meeting if this
Convention gives it hearty indorsement and pledges thorough
support,

Your Committee rejoices in the marked progress of the past
vear, pledges its loyalty to every enterprizse of the Convention,
and longs to be of service to every interest of the Redeemer’s
kEingdom, Respectfully submitted,

J. I, TYLER. Chairman,
J. T. HENXDERSOXN, (General Secretary.

Resolved, That this Convention herehy authorizes the Executive
Committee of the Laymen’s Miszionary Movement to hold during
the coming year, at such time and place as they may think best,
a great men's meeting in the interest of all our work, and that
we hereby pledge the Committes our heartfelt endorsement and
codperation,

The Convention was addressed by W. E. Wilkins, South
Carolina; M. H. Wolfe, Texas; J. L. Johnson, Jr., Mis-
sissippi.  On motion of J. T. Henderson, the report was
amended by the resolution appended at the close of the
paper; and on motion of A. J. Barton, Texas, the Nomi-
nating Committee was instructed to nominate the Executive
Committee of the Laymen’s Movement.

38. R. T. Hanks, Texas, from the Committee, reported
the following brethren from whom the Trustees of the
Theological Seminary are authorized to fill vacancies:
Paul Bower, W. W. Campbell, R. E. Pettus, from Ala-
bama; Benjamin Cox, P. C. Barton, F. F. Gibson, from
Arkansas; John R. Straton, Charles T. Baghy, H. I. Pink-
ham, from Maryland and Distriet of Columbia; James B.
Leavell, L. E. Barton, Martin Ball, from Mississippi:
Livingston Johnson. W. C. Tyree, W. C. Barrett, from
North Carolina; L. E. Thomas, C. E. Jenkins, W. H,
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Brengle, from Louisiana; J. W, Dillard, W. H. Major, L
N. Penick, J. Pike P-wers, J, J. Taylor, Spencer Tunnell,
Norman Smith, R. H. Hunt, R. W. Weaver, from Tennes-
see; Howard Ardrey, O, L. Hailey, 8. J. Porter, F. C.
McConnell, R. T. Hanks, Forest Smith, from Texas.

39. The Convention then adjourned, with prayer by
S. J. Porter, Texas.

SECOND DAY, EVENING SESSION.

40. The Convention met at 7.45 p.m., and devotional
exercises were conducted by W, W. Hamilton, Virginia.

41. ‘0. C. S. Wallace, Maryland, read the report of the
Committee on

Cities and Foreigners.

Your Committee on Cities and Foreigners would respectfully
report as follows:

1. Because the resources of the South are being developed
with astonishing effectiveness, and because modern industrial
methods make for the growth of cities, and call on the ends of
the earth for laborers, the cities of our Southern States are
setting new and immense tasks for our Home Mission Board, and
the foreigners in our midst are already a problem, and are liable
t0 become a menace, ;

2. Farseeing statesmanship and the genius of the gospel unite
to urge that our response to God’s call herein shall be immediate
and adequate. Of all statesmanship, that is most farseeing and
adequate which interprets the mind of Christ and gains its wis-
dom from the Holy Spirit. We serve our country when we save
the people in the Christian sense. As cities increase rapidly in
size and foreigners multiply rapidly on our streets, there are
new occaslons which teach us new duties,

8. The present-day trend in the greater of our cities shows
itself in several ways. It shows itself in the amazing multiplica-
tion of cheap forms of amusement, which solicit the young to
spend their evenings ontside the family circle and amidst glare,
glitter and excitement; provide along with the things that amuse,
and which in themselves might he harmless, suggestions by
means of words, attitudes and pictured scenes, that stimulate
frivolous, violent and lustful emotions; and tend to produce an






