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CONSTITUTION. 

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and 
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 
parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur­
pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­
stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct­
ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 
gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as 
amended from time to time, are as follows: 

Article I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Board during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which cooper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several Boards. 

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting 
as many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be neces­
sary for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to 
promote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each Board shall consist of a President, Vice-Presi­
dents, Secretaries, Treasurer, Auditor, and fifteen other mem­
bers, seven of whom, including one or more of the officers, shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business; provided, that 
any of the Boards may have the same person to fill the two posi­
tions of Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. To each Board 
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shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the 
entire management of all the affairs relating to the objects with 
whose interests it shall be charged; all of which management 
shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional provisions 
adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as may 
be given from time to time. Each Board shall have power to 
make such compensation to its Secretaries and Treasurer as it 
may think right, fill the vacancies occurring in its own bodies, 
and enact its own By-laws. 

Art. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all 
receipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the 
Convention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as 
often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties 
of his office, give competent security to the President of the 
Board for all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His 
books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any member 
of the Convention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid 
out of any of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from 
that Board from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which 
order shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

Art. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may 
require. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, 
if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

Art. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents 
appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be 
members of some regular church in union with the churches 
composing this Convention. 

Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­
selves. 

Art. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifi­
cation is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at 
its own discretion. 

Art. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the 
approbation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place 
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him 
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

Art. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate 
may be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 



BY-LAWS. 

In order to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, the 
following By-Laws are adopted for the government of the Con­
vention : 

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Convention 
to be present at the place of meeting at least one day in advance 
of the annual sessions for the purpose of enrolling the members 
of the Convention who shall present themselves with proper 
evidence of their right to be enrolled; and this enrollment shall 
be recognized as constituting the Convention. The Secretaries 
are authorized to add the names of accredited messengers who 
arrive later than the opening day. In case of any question 
arising as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Committee on 
Credentials shall be raised, to which all pertinent matters shall 
be referred, and report be made to the Convention. 

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall be those laid 
down in Mell's "Manual of Parliamentary Practice," and Ker-
foot's "Parliamentary Law," but in cases where these authorities 
differ, or for which they do not provide, the President shall 
exercise his discretion, subject to appeal to the Convention. 

3. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the 
Convention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that 
when there is only one nomination for the same office, the Sec­
retary or any one designated for the purpose, if there be no 
objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the Con­
vention. 

4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination for 
an office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech of 
nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, 
addresses and responses of welcome shall be limited to one 
address of not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one 
response of not more than ten minutes. 

5. Unless otherwise ordered by special action, and as soon 
as practicable after organization, the President shall appoint 
at each session the following Committees: (1) On Order of Busi 
ness; (2) On Religious Services; (3) On Nomination of Trus­
tees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; (4) On Nom­
ination of the Boards and Standing Committees of the Conven­
tion; (5) On the Reports of Vice-Presidents of the Boards; (6) 
On Apportionment; (7) On Arrangements for the Next Meet­
ing; (8) On Woman's Work Auxiliary to the Convention. 
[Not adopted but referred for consideration in 1915: 

6. The Boards of the Convention as created under Article 
V of the Constitution are as follows: The Foreign Mission 
Board, located at Richmond, Va.; The Home Mission Board, 
at Atlanta, Ga.; the Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn. 
The following Standing Committees have been established: 
On the Laymen's Movement; on the Baptist Young People's 
Union of the South; on Social Service (including Temperance); 
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on Better Equipment of Pastors. It is made the duty of the 
Committee on Nominations at each session to name for election 
the members of these Boards and Committees.] 

7. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the 
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such 
exist, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other 
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem 
best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses in­
curred. 

8. The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention are in­
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among our people. 

9. The Committee on Nominations shall nominate, as Vice-
Presidents of Boards, men who have been previously nominated 
by their respective State Conventions, and where no nomination 
has been made by the states, men known to be identified with the 
interests of the Convention, and of their own State Boards, and 
unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men who make 
efforts to attend the sessions of the Convention. These Vice-
Presidents shall be expected to cooperate with the Boards, both 
giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be done, and they 
also shall be expected to present at each session of the Con­
vention a brief report in writing of what they had been requested 
to do, and of the way in which they have complied with these 
requests, with any suggestions they may have to offer as to 
the conditions and needs of their respective fields. It shall be 
the duty of each Secretary in due time to furnish the Vice-
Presidents of his Board with suitable blanks for such reports, 
and to call their attention to this article, and to make any proper 
efforts to secure due preparation of these reports. In case any 
Vice-President appointed is unable or unwilling to comply with 
the requests herein mentioned, it shall be the duty of the Board, 
if possible, to find some person who can, and request him to do 
so; and, furthermore, the Vice-President for each State shall 
be desired, as speedily as possible, to prepare a roll of the asso­
ciations, churches and Sunday schools in that State, to be used 
for the distribution of information, and to ascertain as far as 
possible which of the churches and Sunday schools are con­
tributing to the funds of the Boards and the annual amounts. 
and to* make systematic effort each year to increase the number 
of contributors and amount of such contributions. 

10. The Boards shall report at each session of the Con­
vention what special efforts they have been able, to make toward 
carrying out the objects of these By-Laws. 

11. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the 
Boards each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to 
whom shall be referred so much of these reports as pertains to 
the carrying out of the By-Laws, and also the reports of the 
Vice-Presidents. 

12. Either applause or dissent on the floor of the Conven­
tion is out of order, and it shall be the duty of the presiding 
officer promptly to suppress all such demonstrations. 

13. The By-Laws may be altered at any time by a majority 
vote, except on the last day of the Convention. 



PROCEEDINGS 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, May 13, 1914. 

T H E Southern Baptist Convention met this day at 
3 P.M., in the Auditorium, and was called to order 
by E. C. Dargan, Georgia, President of the pre­

ceding Convention. 
2. The Convention engaged in a service of praise, the 

reading of 1 Corinthians 13 by the President, and was 
led in prayer by J. M. Pilcher, 
Virginia. 
3. On motion of O. F. Greg­

ory, Maryland, it was 

Ordered, that the calling of the 
roll be dispensed with, and that 
the names of those whose cards 
have been deposited with the Sec­
retaries up to this time be recog­
nized as constituting the Conven­
tion, but that the Secretaries shall 
be empowered to add to this list 
from cards properly authenticated 
that may be subsequently de­
posited; and those members who 
were unable to deposit their cre­
dentials in time for enrollment be 
now recognized as such, with all 
the privileges of the floor and of 
voting. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 

4. Several brethren having been nominated for the 
office of President, it was 

Ordered, that if no one receives a majority of votes cast, the 
two receiving the lowest vote shall be dropped and the three 
receiving the highest vote shall be balloted for again. 

5. The following were appointed tellers to ascertain 
the choice of the Convention for President: Livingston 
Johnson, North Carolina; J. J. Taylor, Tennessee; W . T. 
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12 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

Derieux, South Carolina; F. C. McConnell, Texas; M. P. 
Hunt, Kentucky; L. T. Wilson, Virginia; J. T. Christian, 
Mississippi. 

6. By unanimous consent, while the vote was being 
taken, the Convention was addressed in words of welcome 
by Geo. A. Lofton, Tennessee; to which response on be­
half of the Convention was made by J. B. Gambrell, Texas. 

7. The tellers not being ready to report, by unanimous 
consent, O. L. Hailey, Texas, presented the report of the 
Committee on Order of Business, which was laid aside 
until after the organization. 

8. The tellers having reported no election, a second 
ballot was ordered. 

9. By unanimous consent the Convention listened to 
an abstract of the Keport of the Foreign Mission Board 
read by W . H. Smith, the Corresponding Secretary. 

10. The tellers reported no election, and a third ballot 
was ordered. 

11. B. D. Gray, Georgia, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Home Mission Board, and J. M. Frost, Tennessee, Cor­
responding Secretary of the Sunday School Board, pre­
sented printed reports upon the work of the Boards to be 
distributed among the brethren, asking for future appoint­
ment of committees to consider particular features. 

12. During the preceding the "Home Board Quartette" 
regaled the Convention with several spiritual songs. 

13. M. A. Jones, Georgia, presented for distribution 
the report of the Woman's Missionary Union to the Con­
vention, which had been printed. 

14. Devotional Exercises were engaged in while wait­
ing, in which, after singing, Z. T. Cody, South Carolina, 
led in prayer. 

15. The tellers reported the election of Lansing Bur­
rows, Georgia, as President of the Convention. The chair 
appointed Livingston Johnson, North Carolina, and A. W . 
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Bealer, Georgia, to escort the President-elect to the front, 
and in a few tender and appropriate remarks welcomed 
him as his successor. President-elect Burrows, after ex­
pressing his appreciation of the honor conferred upon 
him, entered upon the duties of his office. J. M. Frost, 
Tennessee, on behalf of the First Baptist Church of Nash­
ville, presented the new President with a large bouquet 
of white lilies. 
16. Upon motion the Secretaries were instructed to 
cast the ballot of the Convention for J. M. Pilcher, Vir­
ginia; W. E. Powers, Kentucky; M. H. Wolfe, Texas, and 
H. S. D. Mallory, Alabama, as Vice Presidents of the Con­
vention, and it was so done. 

17. Upon motion it was ordered that the vote of the 
Convention be cast by J. M. Frost, Tennessee, for O. F. 
Gregory, Maryland, and Hight C. Moore, North Carolina, 
to be the Secretaries of the Convention. 

18. O. L. Hailey, Texas, moved that the Report of the 
Woman's Missionary Union, as read this afternoon, be 
published in the proceedings of the Convention, and it 
was so ordered. 

REPORT OF THE WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION TO THE 
S O U T H E R N BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

Last May the Woman's Missionary Union began a Southwide 
celebration of its Twenty-fifth Anniversary. These celebrations, 
or as they were called, jubilates, have been a most interesting 
and helpful feature of the year. They have been held in our 
largest cities and in our smallest hamlets. Every state, with 
two exceptions in the extreme western part of our territory, has 
held a Central Jubilate, from which has radiated many others. 

To attend these Central Jubilates the officers of the Union, 
with a representative from both the Home and Foreign Boards. 
have traveled more than twelve thousand miles. The object of 
the Jubilates was to review the Union's past, to enlist new mem­
bers, to organize Mission Study Classes, to leave some definitely 
organized work for the physical and spiritual uplift of the com­
munity, and to gather gifts for the Judson Centennial and Church 
Building Loan Fund. 

As the first Central Jubilate was not held until the fall, the 
celebrations will be continued during the present year. 

In the Jubilates already held and through the solicitations of 
the Home and Foreign Boards, Southern Baptist women hav« 
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paid in as their Jubilate gift to the Judson Centennial and Church 
Building Funds $54,119.58. The full amount of pledges has been 
hard to ascertain, but since they ran over three years, it is 
safe to assume that three times the amount here reported has 
been pledged. 

In all other lines of work the year has also been successful. 
The Missionary Training School has outgrown the capacity of 
its house. After careful consideration and consultation with 
the President and faculty of the Theological Seminary, where 
the young women attend classes, plans for enlargements will be 
presented to the Union at this session. The proposition is to 
build the first unit of an ultimate structure to accommodate 200 
students. The unit or wing now proposed will be complete in 
itself and, with the present building, will give room for 100 
pupils by the fall of 1915. This will cost, with lot, furnishing 
and necessary changes in the present building, in the neighbor­
hood of $80,000.00. 

While the Margaret Home for missionaries' children has been 
closed during the year because an insufficient number of chil­
dren have applied for entrance to justify opening it, plans are 
to be proposed which it is believed will enable us to render a 
larger service in this direction. 

The Standard of Excellence for Missionary Societies has been 
steadily pressed, and it is most encouraging to see the number 
of societies pressing toward the attainment of its ten points. 
W e have found no more valuable method for holding up the 
highest ideals of mission work. 

Our Mission Fields, the quarterly publication of the Union, 
has reached 15,000 subscribers. There have been more than 1,200 
Mission Study Classes. 

As is well known, the Union was organized twenty-five years 
ago to forward Home and Foreign Missions as conducted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention through its Home and Foreign 
Boards. To this the State Central Committees soon added State 
Missions as conducted by the various State Conventions. To 
these three objects the Union four years ago added, under the 
title of Personal Service, work for the physical and spiritual 
uplift of the communities nearest the individual societies. While 
this new department is directed by publications and encouraged 
by every possible means, no funds expended in carrying it on 
are reported by the Union. The deep hold it has taken on the 
societies in the brief time it has been before them and the well 
directed effort they are putting into it show, that the time was 
ripe for the addition of this new branch of service. Settlements 
under the direction of the societies have been begun in some 
of the larger cities. In smaller towns and country places, many 
mothers' meetings, Mission Sunday schools, neighborhood prayer-
meetings and other forms of Christian and charitable work have 
been conducted. A rapid increase in this direct hand-to-hand 
effort for the regeneration of their own neighborhood is confi­
dently expected. 

Tithing is constantly brought to the attention of the societies 
and the number of tithers is steadily increasing. 

It has been difficult to ascertain the number of members in 
-the societies. Twelve of the eighteen states connected with the 
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Union report a membership of 173,768. It would, therefore, be 
quite within the truth to say that the membership of the societies 
connected with the Union is over two hundred and twenty-five 
thousand. 

This is divided among the four branches which make up the 
Graded System of the Union—The Woman's Missionary Society, 
the Young Woman's Auxiliary, Girls' Auxiliary, Royal Ambassa­
dors and Sunbeams. The ideal is that this graded system shall 
be in every church, the Woman's Missionary Society being in 
close touch and responsible for the maintenance of the younger 
branches. Believing, also, that every Christian is in duty 
bound to take an active and intelligent part in mission endeavor, 
the Union is seeking to come into closer touch with the Sunday 
school. It is hoped that the time will soon come when the mis­
sion instruction begun in the Sunday school will be continued, 
by entire classes of children and young women uniting as classes 
for intensive study and constant activity with the missionary 
organization most suitable to their age. 

The number of societies of all branches is 12,098. At the 
beginning of each year a definite aim for contributions is taken 
by each state. This aim for some years past has been a ten 
per cent increase in the contributions of the preceding year. 
In most of the states the year's aim is later divided among the 
societies. These aims become very real to the society members 
and earnest efforts are made to reach them. The contribution 
of this year, the divisions of which are given below, is $310,749.54._ 

The work at the general offices of the Union in Baltimore is 
carried on at a cost of less than four per cent of the amount 
reported. 

The unity in thought and purpose which animates and con­
trols the Union is a continual cause of rejoicing and goes far 
to account for its steady and joyful progress. 

W e accept with gratitude the privilege of laboring for ends 
marked out by God, and with heartfelt thanks for the blessings 
bestowed upon our efforts in the past, look forward confidently 
to greater results in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FANNIE E. S. HECK, President. 
K A T H L E E N MALLORY, Cor. Sec. 

Contributions. 
Foreign Missions $174,664 35 
Home Missions—Cash 108,731 04 

Boxes 10,017 03 
Sunday School Board 1,532 25 
Training School— 

Current expenses 3,438 33 
Enlargement 7,286 82 
Student Fund 5,079 72 

Total $310,749 54 
MRS. W. G. LOWNDES, Treasurer. 
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19. On motion of O. F. Gregory, Maryland, the ballot 
of the Convention was ordered to be cast by the Secre­
taries for George W. Norton, Kentucky, and William P. 
Harvey, Kentucky, to be Treasurer and Auditor of the 
Convention, respectively. 

20. After prayer by W. P. Throgmorton, Illinois, the 
Convention adjourned. 

First Day, Evening Session. 

21. The Convention reassembled at 7.30 o'clock, and 
after a service of song, was led in prayer by W. W. Hamil­
ton, Virginia. 

22. The following report was presented by E. C. Dar­
gan, Georgia, and was adopted, and the committee was 
continued for another year: 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON WORLD CONFERENCE 
ON FAITH A N D ORDER. 

The Commission on the proposed World Conference on Faith 
and Order respectfully report that since the last meeting of the 
Convention some progress has been made toward the calling of 
the Conference. At last reports thirty-five of the leading bodies 
of Christians throughout the world had appointed Commissions, 
and others had taken steps in that direction. The organizations 
cooperating so far are as follows: Anglican: The Protestant 
Episcopal Church, the Church of England in Canada, in Argentina, 
in England, the Episcopal Church in Scotland, the Church of Ire­
land, the Church of England in India, the Chinese Church or 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui, the Nippon Sei Kokwai or Holy 
Catholic Church of Japan, the Church of England in Australia 
and Tasmania, the Church of the Province of South Africa; 
Baptist: The Northern Baptist Convention, the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the Free Baptist Conference, the Seventh-Day Bap­
tist General Conference, the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland; Congregational: The National Council of Congrega­
tional Churches, the Congregational Union of Canada, the Con­
gregational Union of South Australia; Disciples of Christ: A 
Commission has been appointed for the United States and Can­
ada and another for Great Britain; Lutheran: The general Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the U. S. A.; Methodist: 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, the Methodist Church in Canada, the Wesleyan 
Methodist Conference in England, whose Commission by arrange' 



18 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

ment represents also the Irish Conference; Moravian: The 
Moravian Church in America, Northern Province, Southern 
Province, the Moravian Church in Great Britain and Ireland; 
Old Catholic: The Council of the Bishops of the Old Catholic 
Churches in Europe; Presbyterians: The Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A., the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America, the Alliance of Reformed 
Churches holding the Presbyterian System, the Reformed 
Church in the United States, the Reformed Church in America, 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America. 

The Episcopal Commission has naturally continued to take 
the initiative in furthering the movement, in conducting corre­
spondence with other Christian bodies and their Commissions, 
and in sending out literature. The Secretary of the Episcopal 
Commission is Mr. Robert H. Gardiner, Gardiner, Maine. He 
invites correspondence with all who are interested, and will 
gladly send literature giving information as to the state and 
progress of the movement. 

An informal conference, representing a number of the Com­
missions, was called and held a meeting in New York last May, 
of which a brief account was given in our last year's report. This 
Conference recommended the raising of an Advisory Committee, 
consisting of one member of each Commission, to confer with 
the Executive Committee of the Episcopal Commission in regard 
to all matters of interest connected with the proposed World 
Conference. The chairman of your Commission consulted the 
other members by correspondence, with the result that he was 
requested to act as our representative on the Advisory Commit­
tee, with Brother Joshua Levering as alternate. W e regret that 
neither of these brethren has found it practicable to attend the 
meetings of the Committee. The first of these was held in New 
York, November 19, 1913, and the following action was taken: 

"Resolved, that a recommendation be made to the Advisory 
Committee as follows: 

"1. That a suggestion be made to each Commission to con­
sider the advisability and feasibility of raising a fund from 
among its constituents of such amount as it may deem proper 
for the carrying on of its own work. 

"2. That contributors to any such fund should be advised 
that each Commission will feel at liberty to make appropriations 
to a joint fund in case occasion arises. 

"Resolved, that the following suggestions be made to the 
Advisory Committee: 

"1. That the time has come to begin the consideration of the 
steps to be taken before the topics for consideration by the Con­
ference can wisely be formulated. 

"2. That each member of the Advisory Committee should 
recommend to the Commission of his communion the immediate 
consideration of how the following questions should be answered: 
(a) What should be the nature of the bodies or groups which are 
finally to be charged with the duty of formulating topics for 
the Conference? (b) What can be done by each Commission in 
the way of preparing a statement of the topics which that Com-
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mission thinks appropriate for ultimate consideration at the 
Conference? 

"3. That the statements prepared by each Commission be 
sent in to the Executive Committee of the Episcopal Commission 
for tabulation, for the information and consideration of the Ad­
visory Committee." 

Your Commission has not so far deemed it necessary to act 
upon these recommendations. 

A second meeting of the Advisory Committee was held in 
New York, March 12, 1914, at which no action of vital impor­
tance was taken, but the advisability of holding a Preliminary 
Conference in 1917 was considered and deferred for further con­
sideration at the next meeting of the Committee. 

From "Bulletin No. 4," sent out by the Episcopal Commission, 
the following items are quoted: 
"6. The Episcopal Commission will not undertake to deter­
mine the scope of the Conference or the methods of preparation. 
That is for the joint action of Commissions, when appointed, 
which shall be fairly representative of the whole of Christendom, 
geographically and theologically. Until that is obtained, every­
thing is advisory and tentative. Except the restriction of invi­
tations to those communions which confess our Lord, nothing is 
yet determined, and no statement, past, present or future, by 
any Commission or any officer thereof is, or will be, final, until 
approved by Christendom. 

"7. The Conference is not expected to achieve unity directly. 
It is hoped that by promoting prayer for a common object, per­
sonal acquaintance, appreciative knowledge of the tenets of 
others, and a clearer sense of proportion, a spirit of comprehen­
sion will be substituted for that of controversy, and that so the 
Conference will open the way for subsequent direct effort for 
reunion. 

"8. No communion is definitely committed, by the appoint­
ment of a Commission, to anything except a friendly interest and 
a willingness to advise and to criticize as to the. preparations, 
and to seek for what is best in its brethren. 

"9. Obviously, the Conference cannot be held for some, per­
haps many, years. Nor will preliminary meetings, unless local, 
be possible, except rarely. Most of the preparations must be 
made by correspondence, the difficulties and delays of which 
can only be met by infinite patience and utter submission to the 
guidance of God the Holy Ghost." 

In the meantime, sentiment relative to Christian Union has 
been finding expression in many ways. The views, of our Baptist 
people have been discussed in many of our papers; the Texas Bap­
tist Convention, at its meeting last November, adopted a notable 
deliverance on the subject; the chairman of your Commission, 
by request of the editor, wrote an article on Christian Union 
for "The Churchman," the organ of the Episcopal Church; and 
the Efficiency Commission of this Convention has a carefully-
considered discussion of Union and Cooperation with other 
Christians in their report prepared to be submitted to this body. 
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Your Commission, therefore, does not feel it necessary to say 
more on this great and living issue. 

In view of all that is set forth in this report, we recommend 
that the Convention continue its policy of appointing a Com­
mission to keep in touch with the movement as before, and re­
port next year. Respectfully submitted, 

E. C. DARGAN, 
JOSHUA LEVERING, 
E. E. FOLK, 
J. P. GREEN, 
J. R. SAMPEY, 
GEO. W. TRUETT. 

23. Intelligence having been received of the death of a 
brother of Secretary Gray, of the Home Mission Board, 
and also of the serious, perhaps fatal, illness of A. G. 
Washburn, Oklahoma, one of the Vice Presidents of the 
Convention at its last session, E. C. Dargan, Georgia, led 
in prayer for the bereaved and sick. 

24. The Convention Sermon was preached by George 
W . McDaniel, Virginia. Theme, "Southern Baptists at 
Kadesh-Barnea." Texts, Numbers 13: 30, 31: "Let us go 
up at once," " W e be not able to go up," and Deuteron­
omy 1: 26: "Ye would not go up." 

25. Joshua Levering, Maryland, read the 

REPORT OF T H E COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH T H E 
N O R T H E R N BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

Your Committee begs leave to report that there has been no 
meeting of conference with the Committee of the Northern Bap­
tist Convention during the past year. Last fall a communication 
was received from Mr. J. C. Stalcup, Corresponding Secretary 
of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, stating that 
there were some difficulties in their State arising from relation­
ships between the Northern and Southern Conventions, and in­
quiring if the Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention 
would be willing to meet that of the Northern Convention in 
connection with a committee from their own Convention for the 
consideration of such questions, if so requested. 

Your Committee, after conference, decided that this request 
came within the instructions of the Convention, and, therefore, 
gave an affirmative reply to Mr. Stalcup. Later, the Committee 
was advised that owing to some changed conditions the proposed 
meeting of the Committee would not be necessary. Under these 
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circumstances, your Committee begs leave to recommend that 
a Committee of nine be appointed for conference with any similar 
committee which may be appointed by the Northern Baptist 
Convention for the next conventional year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. LEVERING, Chairman, 
E. Y. MULLINS, 
J. B. GAMBRELL, 
LANSING BURROWS, 
H. C. MOORE, 
GEO. A. LOFTON, 
F. F. GIBSON, 
PRESTON BLAKE, 
A. J. BARTON. 

The Beport was adopted, and the commission continued. 

26. Upon motion of W . H. Smith, Virginia, the report 
of the Foreign Mission Board was referred to one com­
mittee, which was made to consist of C. B. Waller, North 
Carolina; S. P. Brooks, Texas; C. W . Duke, Florida; B. F. 
Biley, Alabama; Z. T. Cody, South Carolina; J. W . 
O'Hara, Tennessee; W . L. Pickard, Georgia; G. L. Bo'es, 
Arkansas; S. W . Melton, Virginia; A. E. Booth, Illinois; 
S. E. Tull, Kentucky; T. J. Shipman, Mississippi; R. L. 
Lemons, Missouri; H. A. Griesemer, Maryland; W . A. 
McCain, Louisiana. 

27. A communication was presented by Joshua Lev­
ering, Maryland, from the Trustees of the Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, calling attention to a number 
of vacancies upon the Board, on account of death, removal 
from the state, or non-attendance upon the meetings, and 
it was 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to nominate to this 
Convention three brethren residing in the said states for each of 
the existing vacancies, from which the Board of Trustees of the 
Seminary will fill the vacancies, in accordance with the funda­
mental laws of the institution. 

28. The Convention then adjourned, after prayer by 
J. S. Dill, South Carolina. 
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Second Day, Morning Session. 

29. The Convention, 

after engaging in sing­

ing, was called to 

order at 9.00 A.M., and 

was led in prayer by 

G. W . McCall, Texas. 

30. The Journal was 

read and approved. 

31. F. E. Taylor, 

pastor First Baptist 
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH. Church, Indianapolis, 

was introduced by the President as the fraternal mes­
senger of the Northern Baptist Convention, and spoke, 

bringing to this body the greetings of our Northern 

brethren; and the President of this Convention briefly 

responded. 
32. The Report of the Committee on Efficiency, ap­

pointed at the last session, was read by J. E. White, 

Georgia, and on motion of Z. T. Cody, South Carolina, 

was made the Special Order for Friday afternoon at 3 

o'clock. 
33. H. A. Porter, Texas, read the following Report of 

Committee on Judson Centennial Fund, which, after dis­

cussion by T. B. Ray, Virginia, A. B. Deter, Sao Paulo, 

Brazil, and L. E. Barton, Georgia, and the time allotted 

for this report having expired, it was displaced by the 

regular order of business. 

34. The Report of Committee on Report of the Foreign 

Mission Board was read by C. B. Waller, North Carolina, 
and after discussion by W. H. Smith, Virginia, the follow­

ing missionaries were introduced by T. B. Ray, Foreign 

Secretary of the Board, and made brief addresses: G. H. 

Lacey, Torreon, Mexico; A. F. Patterson, Ogbomosho, 
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Africa; W . B. Bagly, Sao Paulo, Brazil; John Sundstrom, 
Kong Moon, China; J. V. Dawes, Laichow-Fu, China; and 
John Lake, Canton, China; a number of missionaries came 
to the front of the platform and were introduced by Dr. 
Ray; and John Lake, on behalf of Mrs. A. N. Taylor, of 
Yangchow, China, decorated the President of this Con­
vention with a set of mandarin beads; and the hour having 
arrived for the Special Order, the further consideration 
of the Report was postponed. 
35. Devotional exercises were conducted during the 

closing half-hour of the morning session by S. J. Porter, 
Texas; and the Convention then adjourned with prayer by 
M. D. Jeffries, South Carolina. 

Second Day, Afternoon Session. 

THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH. 

lowing report, which was adopted: 

36. The Convention 
assembled at 3 o'clock, 
and after a brief song 
service, was led in 
prayer by J. M. Shel-
burne, Alabama. 

37. B. W . Spilman, 
North Carolina, for 
the Committee on Ma­
terial Equipment of 
Pastors, made the fol-

T H E FIRST A N N U A L REPORT OF T H E COMMITTEE ON 
MATERIAL EQUIPMENT OF PASTORS. 

The Committee Constituted.—This Committee was constituted 
by order of the Southern Baptist Convention in session in the 
city of St. Louis, in May, 1913. 

Organized.—The first session of the Committee was held 
in Norton Hall, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis­
ville, Ky., November 18, 1913. Brother K. B. Grahn, Louisville, 
one of the original members of the Committee, declined to serve, 
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The Committee accepted his resignation, and elected in his place 
Prof. J. T. Henderson, Bristol, Va. The Committee organized 
by the election of W. J. McGlothlin, Louisville, as Chairman, 
and Boyce Watkins, Louisville, as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Work Done.—Your Committee has had at its disposal a very 
limited amount of money, and, hence, has been able to prose­
cute its work to a very limited degree. So far we have (1) es­
tablished the headquarters of the Committee in room 2, Norton 
Hall, Louisville, Ky., providing office stationery for the use of 
the chairman; (2) issued a statement in December, which was 
sent to the Baptist papers of the South, calling attention to the 
need of better equipment for the pastors. This statement was 
printed by nearly all of our papers, some of them making edi­
torial comment about the matter, and (3) we have prepared a 
leaflet setting forth the purposes of the Committee. This leaflet 
was printed through the generous aid of the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Plans and Purposes.—The Committee is seeking to stimulate 
the churches to provide equipment of a material nature for the 
pastors. W e would induce them to provide adequate residences, 
well-equipped studies and libraries of high-grade standard books; 
this equipment to be the property of the church for use of pas­
tors through the years. 

Financial.—It is not the purpose of the Committee to make 
donations of any kind. This feature may come with the future, 
but for the present we only seek to secure enough money to pay 
office expenses, printing bills and such incidental expenses as 
are necessary to bring this matter to the attention of the 
churches. W e need contributions for this purpose. The small 
sum of $500 annually would enable this Committee to so present 
this matter to the churches as to result in the addition of 
many thousands of dollars worth of equipment for the use of 
the pastors. Donations should be sent to Boyce Watkins, 
Louisville Trust Building, Louisville, Ky. 

The report of the Treasurer is submitted herewith. 

w. J. MCGLOTHLIN, 
BOYCE WATKINS, 
J. T. HENDERSON, 
M. B. ADAMS, 
GEORGE E. HAYS, 
A. PAUL BAGBY, 
B. W. SPILMAN. 

Report of the Treasurer of the Committee on Material Equipment 
of Pastors. 

Receipts. 
November 18, 1913—Received from Dr. W. J. McGlothlin_$10 00 
Disbursements. 
May 6, 1914—Baptist World Pub. Co., for printing 

ordered by Dr. W. J. McGlothlin $ 2 80 
$ 2 80 

Balance on hand $~7~20 
Respectfully submitted, 

BOYCE WATKINS, Treasurer. 
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•"38. B. F. Riley, Alabama, subfitted the report of the 
Committee on the Proposed Colored Baptist Theological 
Seminary as follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PROPOSED COL­
ORED BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Your Committee begs leave to report that, in accordance with 
the instructions of the Convention, a joint meeting was held 
with the Committee of the National Baptist Convention of Ne­
groes and full discussion of the proposed Theological Seminary 
was had. 

W e are rejoiced to report that we found a most fraternal 
spirit on the part of our negro brethren, and they very gladly 
welcomed an offer of cooperation on the part of the Convention 
in the establishment of a Negro Theological Seminary. The 
joint conference adopted unanimously the following as an expres­
sion of the views of those present regarding the establishment 
of the Theological Seminary: 

"Whereas, The National Baptist Convention has decided to 
establish a general seminary for the training of the negro 
preachers of the gospel; and, 

"Whereas, the Southern Baptist Convention has expressed 
its sympathy with the movement, and has shown its interest 
by the appointment of a Committee of Conference, to meet a like 
Committee from the National Baptist Convention; 

"Therefore, be it resolved by the Joint Committee in session, 
that we recommend: 

"1. That it is exceedingly desirable and expedient that such 
a seminary be established. 

"2. That the institution be under the government of and 
be controlled by the National Baptist Convention. 

"3. That the National Baptist Convention invite and welcome 
the practical and financial cooperation of other organizations 
of Baptists who may indicate a desire to share in this important 
work. 

"4. W e strongly recommend that the government and con­
trol of the seminary be retained by the National Baptist Conven­
tion, whatever assistance may be rendered by other Baptist 
organizations. 

Location. 
» 

"Then the question of location was taken up for considera­
tion. The following was adopted as the unanimous sentiment 
of the Joint Committee: 

"Resolved, that the question of the location of the seminary 
be for the present deferred, but that we express the conviction 
that it should be located in one of the following cities: Memphis, 
Tenn.; Nashville, Tenn.; Birmingham, Ala.; Atlanta, Ga., or 
Louisville, Ky., provided proper inducements are offered for 
its location. 

"Resolved, further, that the matter of the location be brought 
to the notice of the proper authorities in these cities by the 
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Corresponding Secretary of the Educational Board of the Na­
tional Baptist Convention, with a view to ascertaining what 
inducements, financial and otherwise, they may be ready to offer. 

"Resolved further, that the seminary be located where it 
will do the greatest good to the greatest number. 

Financial Assistance. 

"Upon motion it was decided to recommend that the South­
ern Baptist Convention be requested to raise fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000) toward the establishment of said seminary, 
provided that the National Baptist Convention supply the neces­
sary grounds and additional equipment to warrant the expecta­
tion of a successful school, adapted to the ends in view. 

"This is not to be so construed as to mean that the S. B. C. 
will not render further additional aid. But it is distinctly under­
stood that should the school ever cease to perform the services 
herein contemplated, the amount of money that has been sup­
plied by the Southern Baptist Convention, whatever that amount 
may be, shall be returned by the National Baptist Convention 
to the Southern Baptist Convention." 

In accordance with the above, your Committee recommend 
that the matter of finding a location for the proposed school be 
referred back to a Committee from this Convention and a Com­
mittee from the Negro Baptist Convention. 

W e also recommend that the matter of devising a plan for 
raising the above sum of money be referred to a Committee of 
this Convention, with the authority to work out all details 
necessary in the employment of an agent or agents for raising 
the money and of payment of their salaries out of funds raised 
for the purpose. Your Committee wishes to express the judg­
ment that there should be one or more white men on the 
faculty of the proposed seminary. 

The suggestion has been made that a Committee be ap­
pointed by the Southern Baptist Convention to consider in gen­
eral the status of the negro industrially, economically and reli­
giously in the South, and that such information be secured and 
reported to the Convention on this subject as may tend to pro­
mote a better understanding between the white and colored 
races and which may tend to the welfare of the negro race. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. Y. MULLINS, Chairman, 
B. F. RILEY. 
W. E. ATKINSON, 
O. L. HAILEY, 
J. M. FROST, 
A. J. BARTON. 

The preamble and resolution adopted by the National Bap­
tist Convention at Nashville, Tenn., September, 1913, relative to 
the founding of a National Baptist Theological Seminary: 

"Whereas, The Southern Baptist Convention, in its recent 
session at St. Louis, Mo., passed resolutions, offered by Dr 
E. Y. Mullins, President of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Louisville, Ky., proposing to cooperate with the 
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National Baptist Convention in the founding and operation of 
a general Theological Seminary for the education of the negro 
ministers; and, whereas, they appointed a Committee of nine 
of their number to confer with a like number from our body 

"Therefore, be it resolved, that we most cordially and 
thankfully receive this proffered hand and enter upon the sug­
gested cooperation with faith in our white brethren, and thanks 
to God for the coming of this timely help. 

"Be it resolved, that the President of this Convention be sent 
to the coming session of the Southern Baptist Convention to 
more fully convey our thanks." 

After discussion by T. J. Searcy, Pastor Metropolitan 
Colored Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn., and Chairman 
of the National Educational Board, and O. L. Hailey, 
Texas, the report was adopted. 

39. On motion of L. E. Barton, Georgia, the same com­
mittee was appointed for another year. 

40. H. L. Winburn, Kentucky, moved that a committee 
of one from each state be appointed to consider that sec­
tion of the Report of the Home Board referring to extend­
ing help to Ouachita College, and to report at this session 
of the Convention. The motion was adopted. 

41. Announcement was made by J. M. Frost, Cor­
responding Secretary of the Board, that a booklet con­
taining the history of the Sunday School Board was ready 
for free distribution to the members of the Convention. 

42. The report of the Lesson Committee was read by 
I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee, and was adopted: 

REPORT OF THE LESSON COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

This Committee reported to the meeting at St. Louis a set 
of revised outlines for the Intermediate Graded Lessons. These 
outlines were accepted by the Sunday School Board, and steps 
were at once taken to issue suitable periodicals. These les­
sons have met with a very cordial reception. They have been 
commended by those who examined them as being almost an 
ideal set of lesson outlines for use in Baptist Sunday schools. 
A large number of schools have introduced these lessons \ in 
whole or in part, and the use of the graded lessons has greatly 
increased during the last year. Beginning with October, 1913, 
the price was reduced so that the Pupil's Papers sell for six 
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cents a quarter, and the Teacher's Books for twenty cents a 
quarter. The sales so far show that the circulation has in­
creased more than fifty per cent over the preceding year. W e 
find the interest is constantly increasing and there is every 
indication that a great many new schools will enter upon this 
kind of work with the fall of this year. 

General Movements Throughout the Sunday School World. 

The last year had shown many startling developments among 
the various denominations in regard to the great question of 
the Sunday school curriculum. 

Shortly after the Convention of last year active steps were 
begun to confer with the International Lesson Committee about 
the new cycle which begins in 1918. The International Lesson 
Committee, through a subcommittee, met with representatives 
of the various denominations, and the whole matter was frankly 
discussed. There was no agreement among the various denomi­
nations as to what ought to be done, save on some few funda­
mental matters. There was a general desire that the Interna­
tional Lesson Committee should no longer be obliged to con­
form their lesson outlines to the wishes of the British section, 
and there was a willingness to see the old form of lessons 
changed in any way that might be wise. The understanding is 
that any control by the British section over our lesson outlines 
has now been eliminated, and that the committee is endeavor­
ing to construct the new cycle of lessons so that it will permit 
of adaptation to denominational needs, as we proposed in our 
last report. 

In the meantime, the Methodist Episcopal Church, which we 
speak of familiarly as the Northern Methodists, had taken the 
first steps in a decision which was afterward made effective 
by its official board in the following terms: "In view of the 
fact that the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has made it the duty of the Board of Sunday Schools 
to determine the lesson courses for our denomination, and since 
that Board is engaged in the preparation of such courses, . . . 
that at the conclusion of the preparation of the present cycle 
of uniform lessons (1912-1917) the Methodist Church should 
assume full responsibility for the preparation of lesson courses 
to be used in its Sundays school." In this report the following 
significant sentence occurs: "It was further felt that the time 
had come when our resources and the needs of our constituency 
not only warranted but necessitated the fixing of the courses 
of study for Methodist Sunday schools by those who were 
familiar with their requirements." This shows the official de­
termination of this great organization, which includes nearly four 
million adherents, to take over for itself the full authority for 
determining what shall be taught in its Sunday schools. 

(A statement concerning whatever action may be taken at 
the conference between the International Sunday School Asso­
ciation and the Sunday School Council in regard to lesson ad­
ministration, and which is to be held on April 22d, will be pre­
pared by I. J. Van Ness.) 
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One of the most pronounced developments of the past year 
has been a renewed emphasis upon denominational responsibility 
and control through denominational lesson committees. Our 
own Committee was the first in the field. The Northern Meth­
odists followed with a Committee on Lesson Courses, appointed 
by their Sunday School Board, but in accordance with instruc­
tions officially given at their last General Conference. It is 
probable that a similar committee will be in existence in a 
few months, and representing the Southern Methodists. The 
Northern Baptists have a Commission on Sunday School and 
Young People's Work, which deals with the theoretical aspects 
of these questions, but has never given much attention to the 
details. The Congregationalists have a similar Commission, and 
they propose through this to take up the work of the Sunday 
school curriculum. It is, therefore, a settled fact that the larger 
denominations are going to insist upon a greater independence 
in this matter and will never again have their lesson outlines 
prepared and passed on to them without having an authoritative 
voice as to what these outlines shall be, and the form in which 
they shall reach their own people. 
A New Situation. 
The situation as outlined above reached its culmination in 
a conference between the Executive Committee of the Interna­
tional Sunday School Association and the Sunday School Coun­
cil of Evangelical Denominations, held at Philadelphia, April 
21-23, 1914. At this conference the whole question of lesson-
making was considered. As a result, the following agreement 
was reached. 

1. That the International Sunday School Lesson Committee 
be created as follows: 

(a) Eight members to be selected by the International Sun­
day School Association. 

(b) Eight members to be selected by the Sunday School 
Council of Evangelical Denominations. 

(c) One member to be selected by each denomination rep­
resented in the Sunday School Council and now having or in 
the future may have a Lesson Committee. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Lesson Committee thus selected 
to construct lesson courses to be submitted to the various de­
nominations, subject to such revision and modification as each 
denomination may desire to make, in order to adapt the courses 
to its own denominational needs. 

3. No course shall be promulgated or discontinued by the 
Lesson Committee unless the action is approved by a majority 
of the members of each of the three sections of the Committee. 

4. The Lesson Committee shall be created not later than 
July 1, 1914, and the lesson courses constructed by it shall 
take effect at the close of the present cycle of Uniform Lessons. 

5. Beginning July 1, 1914, the members of the sections of 
the Lesson Committee representing the International Associa­
tion and the Sunday School Council of Evangelical Denomina­
tions shall be elected as follows: One-half for a period of three 
years, and one-half for a period of six years, and thereafter for 
periods of six years. 
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The representatives of the denominations shall be elected 
for a period of three years. 

6. The foregoing agreement may be changed only by mutual 
consent of the International Sunday School Association and the 
Sunday School Council of Evangelical Denominations. 

This arrangement was adopted by the Sunday School Coun­
cil, which held an adjourned meeting on the day of the con­
ference. It will be presented to the International Sunday School 
Association at its meeting in Chicago in June, with a recom­
mendation on the part of its Executive Committee that it be 
accepted. There is practically no doubt that it will be adopted. 
W e may, therefore, presume that this will be the new working 
arrangement to succeed that which has been in existence for 
more than forty years. That it will receive the approval and 
cooperation of practically all the evangelical denominations of 
this country and Canada is assured. 
The Question of a Denominational Series. 

Our Committee had to consider last year no inconsiderable 
agitation for a denominational series. It was proposed that the 
Southern Baptist Convention should construct its own lesson 
courses. This matter was dealt with frankly in our last report 
to the Convention. W e then said that we did not believe the 
Convention was ready to take official action upon that matter. 
W e therefore asked the Convention to refer the whole matter 
of denominational courses of lessons back to this Committee, 
with the understanding that we should report upon it to the 
Convention of 1914. Having, therefore, this definite instruction, 
we submit the following: 

1. In common with other denominations we have evidently 
come upon a time of transition in the matter of lesson-making. 
Radical changes are already being made. W e have, therefore, 
been brought by circumstances to a position very different from 
that which we occupied twelve months ago. W e must, there­
fore, consider the question from a viewpoint different from that 
which we then occupied. 

2. W e recommend that the Convention authorize its Lesson 
Committee, in connection with the Sunday School Board, to 
assume full responsibility for the curriculum to be used in our 
Sunday schools. With this authority, your Committee can deal 
with the situation in all its developments, and can secure for 
our people courses adapted to their needs. 

3. It seems very evident that until the close of the present 
cycle in 1917 interests lie along the line of (1) a uniform lesson 
not dissimilar from that we have been using, and (2) of the 
graded lessons as already revised and reconstructed, and as 
now issued by our own Board. 

4. With this action giving the Sunday School Board and the 
Lesson Committee freedom to determine what the curriculum 
of our Sunday schools shall be, it is to be understood that we 
do not declare for the abandonment of the uniform lesson sys­
tem as long as that can be adapted to the needs of our own 
Sunday schools, and we do declare our desire to continue to 
bear our testimony with other evangelical Christians to the truths 
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which we hold in common and which have been signally mani­
fested by the Sunday school forces of the world in a common 
allegiance to the Bible as the Word of God. 
E. C- DARGAN, 

J. M. FROST, 
J. B. GAMBRELL, 
Z. H. DeMENT, 
J. R. SAMPEY, 
B. W. SPILMAN, 
J. P. GREENE, 

,#• I. J. VAN NESS. 
43. The report of the Committee on Temperance was 
presented by A. J. Barton, Texas, as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 

The warfare on the legalized liquor traffic continues with 
an increasing number of brilliant and decisive victories; more 
and more the public conscience is becoming aroused; more and 
more our citizenship are determined that the unholy alliance 
between our government and this gigantic evil shall be dissolved. 
To recount all of the victories won by the united temperance 
and prohibition forces during the past year would go far beyond 
the limits allowed to this report. Numerous and great as are 
the victories, they are only the forecast of what is to follow; 
they are only the achievements of the skirmish lines. 

First, mention may be made of some of the results in some 
state legislation: 
Alabama.—In the April primaries the prohibitionists suc­
ceeded in nominating by a large majority their candidates for 
the legislature. 

Arkansas.—The recent decision of the Supreme Court in 
Arkansas upholds the new law which will place practically all 
the state, except a few of its larger cities, under prohibition. 

Idaho.—The fight is on in Idaho to secure the election of 
members of the legislature who will submit next year the con­
stitutional prohibition amendment. 

Illinois.—The recent election shows a tremendous gain of 
population in dry territory, especially due to the large number 
of fair-sized cities voting for no-license. 

Kentucky.—This year's legislature modified the county option 
law, making it possible for a large number of additional coun­
ties to come under its practical operation. Statewide prohibi­
tion was passed by the house of representatives, but was de­
feated in the senate by a small majority. 

Maryland.—The 1914 legislature passed several additional 
temperance measures, as a result of which two or three addi­
tional counties in that state will adopt no-license. 

Minnesota.—The April election in Minnesota, show larger 
gains in the number of villages and towns voting in favor of 
no-license than in any recorded previous election. 
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Tennessee.—The prohibition law in Tennessee is now being 
enforced, not only in the rural districts, but in Nashville, Chat­
tanooga, Memphis and other cities of the state. The enforce­
ment legislation which went into effect March 1, 1914, has put 
an end to the open violation of the law in the cities. 

West Virginia.—The prohibition amendment adopted by the 
overwhelming vote of the people of West Virginia, goes into 
effect July 6, 1914. The legislature has passed an ironclad en­
forcement measure, has put in charge of the enforcement fea­
ture a state prohibition commission, and the indications are 
that the law will be obeyed from July 1 on. 

Five states are to vote this year on state-wide prohibition r 
namely, Washington, Oregon, California, Colorado and Virginia. 
W e hope for victory in all of them. 
Saloonkeepers Liable for Damage. 

Not only by the enactment of law, but by court decisions, 
the coils of death are being drawn more tightly about the hideous 
form of the liquor traffic. One of the most important decisions 
handed down during the year was rendered by the Supreme Court 
of the United States on April 27th. Judging by the brief dis­
patches announcing the decision, the state of Nebraska has a 
law holding saloonkeepers liable for damages resulting from 
the sale of liquor. Under this statute Mrs. Mary Bulger brought 
suit in the sum of five thousand dollars against the saloonkeeper 
who had sold her husband liquor until he had become a habitual 
drunkard. The state courts awarded her the damages sought: 
the saloonkeeper appealed to the United States Supreme Court 
on the ground of unconstitutionality. The Supreme Court dis­
missed the appeal, affirming the decision of the state courts. 
This is a long step in the right direction. 

Thus it appears that whenever public sentiment will support 
such a law it may be enacted and made operative in any state. 
National Legislation. 

In our last annual report we referred to the enactment by 
the Congress of the United States both of the Shepperd-Kenyon 
bill and of the Jones-Works bill, the former to prohibit interstate 
shipment of liquors intended for the violation of the laws of the 
state in which delivery is to be made; the latter to reduce the 
number of saloons and to make better conditions in Washington 
city. Each of these enactments has proved to be of far-reaching 
importance; the latter expresses the attitude of the Congress 
toward the liquor traffic and associated evils in the territory over 
which it has direct control; the former gives the states a free 
hand in the exercise of their police power. Many intelligent 
people, some of them among the friends of our cause, doubted 
the efficiency of the Shepperd-Kenyon bill. Those best informec 
as to the nature or purpose of the bill knew that these doubts 
were not well founded; experience has allayed all fears among 
our friends and has sent consternation into the ranks of the 
enemy. Recently the constitutionality of this law was passed 
upon by the Supreme Court of one of the states and was upheld 
As yet no test case has been carried to the Supreme Court of 
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the United States, but it was perfectly safe to predict a similar 
decision by that court if the liquor forces shall at any time 
make the test. 

National Prohibition Proposed. 

Following the adoption of our report last year, the Conven­
tion adopted a special supplementary resolution setting out the 
fact that at that time the American Anti-Saloon League was 
considering the matter of launching the movement for national 
prohibition, and pledging our hearty support to such measure at 
such time as those having the matter in charge should think it 
proper and right to give it definite shape. It is a matter of 
satisfaction to your Committee, and, as we believe, to the Con­
vention, that we were the first great general religious body to 
act on this question. 

At the National Convention of the Anti-Saloon League held 
in Columbus, Ohio, November 10-13, 1913, this movement was 
definitely inaugurated. The Convention appointed a committee 
of one thousand men to go to Washington and present to Con­
gress the proposed joint resolution. This committee met at 
Washington City, December 10-13, 1913, and was joined by 
many hundreds of others that were eager to demonstrate their 
zeal for the cause and to share the honors of that historic and 
memorable occasion. The resolution was introduced in the 
house of representatives by Congressman Richmond P. Hobson, 
of Alabama, and in the senate by Senator Morris Shepperd, of 
Texas. The resolution is as follows: 

"Resolved, by the senate and the house of representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of each house concurring therein), that the following 
amendment of the Constitution be and is hereby proposed to 
the states, to become valid as a part of the Constitution when 
ratified by the legislatures of the several states as provided by 
the Constitution: 

"Section 1. The sale, manufacture for sale, transportation for 
sale, importation for sale, and exportation for sale of intoxi­
cating liquors for beverage purposes in the United States and all 
territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are forever pro­
hibited. 

"Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to provide for the man­
ufacture, sale, importation and transportation of intoxicating 
liquors for sacramental, medicinal, mechanical, pharmaceutical 
or scientific purposes, or for use in the arts, and shall have 
power to enforce this article by all needful legislation." 

Within the past few days these resolutions have been some­
what unexpectedly reported by the Committee on Judiciary to 
the house of representatives without recommendation. W e 
recommend that this Convention heartily endorse these reso­
lutions and urge their passage by Congress by the adoption of 
the following resolutions, and that a copy of same be forwarded 
to both the senate and house of representatives. W e urge also 
upon the members of the Convention here present, and upon 
our Baptist constituency throughout the South, to keep in con­
stant touch with their congressmen and senators concerning 
this matter and to use every proper and' righteous influence 

2 
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for an enactment of this legislation. There is surely no more 
reason why Congress should not prohibit the sale, the manufac­
ture for sale, the transportation, exportation and importation 
for sale, of intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes than there 
is that Congress should not prohibit any other similar evil, such 
as absinthe or opium. 

Resolved, that we, the Southern Baptist Convention, repre­
senting the white Baptists of the South, numbering more than 
two and one-half millions, in annual session assembled on this 
the 14th day of May, 1914, in the city of Nashville, Tenn., do 
hereby heartily and unanimously favor national constitutional 
prohibition, and will do all within our power to secure the 
adoption of an amendment to the Constitution forever prohibiting 
the sale, manufacture for sale, importation for sale, exportation 
or transportation for sale of intoxicating liquors for beverage 
purposes, or foods containing alcohol, in accordance with the 
joint resolution introduced in the United States Congress by 
Congressman Richmond Pearson Hobson and Senator Morris 
Sheppard. 
The International Anti-Alcohol Congress. 
The International Congress Against Alcoholism held its four­
teenth biennial session at Milan, Italy, September 22-27, 1913. 
More than thirty of the civilized nations of the world were rep­
resented by delegates appointed and commissioned by their re­
spective governments. The Congress is not committed to any 
doctrine, policy or program for the solution of the liquor prob­
lem. It stands on the one broad fact of the evil of alcoholism; 
it is an open parliament for the free scientific discussion of the 
evils of alcoholism and the liquor traffic in all their varied forms 
and manifestations, both physiological, economic, industrial, com­
mercial and moral. It is safe to say that in such a meeting, in­
cluding many of the best thinkers and most eminent men in 
the world, freedom of discussion concerning such a question 
can lead only in one direction. Indeed, it may be noted with 
pleasure that already the sentiment for total abstinence on the 
part of the individual and prohibition on the part of the gov­
ernment is growing rapidly. 

You were honored in the fact that the Chairman of your 
Committee was appointed by the United States government as 
one of the eleven official delegates to this meeting. 

The invitation of the American delegation to hold its next 
meeting in the United States was accepted by the Congress and 
the next meeting, which will occur in 1915, will be held within 
our own borders, probably somewhere on the Atlantic seaboard. 
Better Conditions in Tennessee. 
Your Committee feels that it is fitting that this report should 
note and record in a special way the greatly improved condi­
tion concerning the enforcement of prohibitory law in Tennessee, 
within whose borders we meet. As has been generally known! 
Tennessee has had for several years upon its statute books a law' 
the purpose of which was to prevent the manufacture or sale 
of liquor within this state. Derelict officers, backed and en-
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couraged by a diligent though dying traffic, have allowed open, 
persistent, flagrant, shameful disregard and violations of these 
laws in some of the larger cities. W e rejoice with, and con­
gratulate our fellow workers in Tennessee, that under the opera­
tion of the recent enactment making the sale of liquor a public 
nuisance, the law is now being measurably well enforced. Only 
this morning the press dispatches announce the imposition of 
a jail sentence of thirty days upon one of the distillers and 
wholesale dealers of Chattanooga. It will not require many 
such sentences to put the soft pedal on the stock argument 
of the liquor trade and its advacants and supporters that pro­
hibition does not prohibit. W e rejoice over the improved con­
ditions in Tennessee, and express the firm belief that very soon 
not only in Tennessee but in every other prohibition state the 
laws prohibiting this evil will be as much respected and well 
enforced as any other law. 
Financial. 
Last year we reported the sum of $3.97 on hand; this year 
we received voluntary contributions to the amount of $5~00. 
W e would have received much more if w e had made any public 
request for our contributions. W e have not done this because 
we were not maintaining any field force and because the corre­
spondence of the Committee has been conducted from the Chair-. 
man's office without expense to the Committee. 

Your Committee recommends that, as heretofore, a commit­
tee be continued on this subject, and that their names be pub­
lished in the first part of the Convention Annual in the list of 
the Boards and other standing committees. 

W e would also recommend that the Committee be authorized 
to employ a field worker who will give all his time to the pro­
motion of our cause, provided the Committee shall think it 
proper and feasible so to do. 
Conclusion. 
Perhaps no better conclusion could be found for this report 
than the declaration of principles adopted by the last National 
Convention of the Anti-Saloon League of America, to which 
organization, along with every other non-partisan and non-
political organization, both national and local, which has as 
its object the destruction of the liquor traffic, we pledge our un­
faltering loyalty and support. The declaration is as follows: 

" W e declare our settled conviction that license and regula­
tion are inadequate to exterminate the liquor traffic. The license 
system, instead of eliminating the evils of the traffic, has become 
its last and strongest fortress. 

"The liquor traffic is national in its organization, character 
and influence. It overflows the boundaries of state and refuses 
to be regulated or controlled. It is a federal evil; a national 
menace, too powerful fbr state authority, requiring national 
jurisdiction and treatment. It beggars the individual, burdens 
the state and impoverishes the nation. It commercializes vice 
and capitalizes human weakness. It impairs the public health, 
breaks the public peace and debauches the public morals. It 
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intimidates and makes cowards of public men. It dominates 
parties and conventions. It cajoles, bribes or badgers the 
makers, interpreters and administrators of law, and suborns 
the public press. 

"It claims for itself a special right and privilege asserted 
by no other interest in all the land, however great or powerful; 
a right and privilege utterly incompatible with free government 
—the right and privilege to infract municipal ordinances at will, 
to violate and break legislative resolves and enactments and to 
set aside the constitutional provisions of sovereign states, how­
ever solemn and sacred. Refusing all domestic regulation and 
control, it leaves the American people but two alternatives—the 
abject surrender of their inherent right of self-government or its 
national annihilation. Between such a choice free men cannot 
hesitate. W e , therefore, declare for its national annihilation 
by an amendment to the Federal Constitution which shall for­
ever prohibit throughout the territry of the United States the 
manufacture and sale, and the importation, exportation and 
transportation of intoxicating liquors to be used as a beverage. 
To the consummation of this high purpose, we hereby pledge, 
as pledged our patriot fathers 137 years ago for the nation's 
independence: 'Our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.' 

"Trusting in Almighty God, we call upon all patriotic citi­
zens to give their support thereto." 

A. J. B A R T O N , 
ALVAN D. FREEMAN, 
S. H. CAMPBELL, 
E. E. FOLK, 
J. B. GAMBRELL, 
JOSHUA LEVERING, 
S. P. BROOKS, 
F. C. M'CONNELL. 

The report was discussed by A. J. Barton, Texas; 
Livingston Johnson, North Carolina; F. M. McConnell, 
Texas; Joshua Levering, Maryland; and adopted. 

.. 44. The report of the Social Service Commission was 
/ presented by W . L. Poteat, North Carolina, and after dis­

cussion by B. D. Gray, Georgia; J. B. Gambrell, Texas; 
W . C. Barrett, North Carolina; C. S. Gardner, Kentucky; 
H. W. Battle, Virginia; R, T. Vann, North Carolina; was 
adopted as follows: 

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE COM-
MISSION TO THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 

CONVENTION, NASHVILLE, 1914. 
The Social Service Commission appointed at St. Louis, May, 

1913, recommends to the Southern Baptist Convention the adop̂  
tion of the following principles and policies: 
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1. The kingdom of God, which was the theme of Jesus' teach­

ing and the aim of his ministry, is the organic expression of the 
will of Gcd in human relations, an all-embracing social ideal to 
be real'zed in the rei-gn of righteousness in the earthly life of 
roan. It is the will of God operative and controlling in the in-
d'vidual and social life. It is not formal or institutional. It is 
not a divine society set over against or supplanting the family, 
the state, or any type of industrial or political organization. It 
is rather a social spirit, a body of invisible laws, which will 
transfigure them all. 

2. A Christian Church is an organized community of those 
who accept Christ as Saviour and obey him as Lord, who are 
committed to his ideal. It is the nurse and trainer of the Chris­
tian life, an agencv through which that life may express itself 
in associated wor hip and service, and in the realization of the 
personal ideal of Christian character and the social ideal of the 
k'ngdom of God on earth. The church is the visible instrument 
by which the invisible kingdom w;ns its universal sway. 

3. The relations of the Christian Church are as wide and 
comprehensive as the Christian demand. As a social institution 
embodying the divine ideal and responsible for its fulfillment in 
?11 the sections and activities of human life, the Church imposes 
its standards upon all other social institutions: 

(1) The family it protects by insisting upon the single 
standard of purity and health, and by maintaining everywhere 
Christ's limitation of divorce. 

(2) The state has nothing to do with the Church except to 
guarantee to it freedom of religious opinion and worship and 
the equality of religious denominations; and the Church has 
nothing to do with the state except to insist that its government 
be humane and democratic under the Christian law of fraternity 
and justice, and that its legislation suppress unrighteous prac­
tices, restrain evil men, and give life its opportunity. 

(3) The institutions of education, the school and the press, 
train capacity and fix ideals, and so deal with the foundations of 
social life. The Church recognizes the privilege of the state 
and the private citizen to provide the means of education; it re­
joices in the public school and the free press. But it cannot 
leave education wholly to the hazard of individual initiative or 
to the limitations of public provision. It must maintain the 
Christian school and the Christian press, and, as far as may be 
done, supply to all educational agencies positive Christian stand­
ards and teaching and guidance. 

(4) Upon business the Church must impose its ennobling 
restraints. It must check private greed and compose class an­
tagonisms. It must erect the Christian standard in the market­
place, and insist that the labor of women and children be regu­
lated in the interest of the well-being of the race, that the in­
dustrial system provide the minimum of necessary working hours 
with the maximum of wholesome life conditions, and that the 
workers have a fair share in the prosperity which they produce. 

(5) For the prison the Church has a message and a law, and 
is under specific bonds to deliver both. "I was in prison, and ye 
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visited me." The message is the gospel of salvation from sin; 
the law is the Christian law of mercy and reformation. 

4. The Christian Church is directly responsible for the right 
solution of social problems: 

(1) War, whether economic or political, is the enemy of the 
life of man, and the Christian Church is called to leadership in 
its ultimate abolition. 

(2) The traffic in alcohol and the habit-forming drugs ob­
structs squarely the progress of the kingdom, and with it the 
Church can have no parleying, make no compromise. 

(3) Vice is a canker deep set in human life calling for a 
Christian surgery of the firmest nerve and the widest in­
telligence. 

(4) The diseases which cut short the life otherwise spent 
in long service of the kingdom, as well as those which lower 
the tone and impair the efficiency of the life not cut short, the 
Church is under obligation to treat and cure. It must build up 
a wholesome public opinion on the sanctity of personal health, 
and on the duty to apply in organized society the latest dis­
coveries in public sanitation. 

5. The manifold social task of the modern Church is the 
same as that of the early Church, namely, the task of realizing 
the will of God in all human life. And the method is the old 
method, the method of a beneficent contagion, a pervasive reno­
vation. Social righteousness.is to be attained through the leaven 
of individual righteousness^ Social life is to be cleansed by 
cleansing the life of the social unit. No mere economic program 
can exhaust the aim and the resources of the gospel. It is not 
a new distribution of wealth or a new classification of people 
that is wanted, but new people. The Church will do nothing, 
unless it do this deepest thing—transform the individual life, in­
fect it with the ideal of the kingdom, train it for the work of 
the kingdom. But fundamental as is this work of individual 
renewal and inspiration, it does not discharge the full social re­
sponsibility of the Church., There are specific forms of social 
activity upon which it is called to enter in its organized capacity. 
The distinctively social service departments of the municipality 
and the state need the criticism, support, and cooperation of the 
Church. Maintaining without compromise its own independence, 
the Church, as in the case of religious liberty itself, will still 
need to influence and direct legislation by memorial, protest, and 
petition, and by the creation of a Christian public opinion on the 
wrongs and perils, the duties and possibilities, of community 
life. Another method by which the Church can serve the com­
mon need, and so fulfill the law of Christ, is to provide for the 
poor, the sick, and the defective, and, what is more important, 
to provide against them. 

WM. LOUIS POTEAT, 
Z. T. CODY, 
A. C. CREE, 
T. B. RAY, 
J. T. HENDERSON. 
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45. On motion of O. L. Hailey, Texas, the appointment 
of a Committee on Arrangements for Next Meeting was 
authorized. 

46. The Convention then adjourned, with benediction 
by B. D. Gray, Georgia. 

Second Day, Evening Session. 

47. The Convention 
reassembled at 7.30 
o'clock, and after a 
service of song, was 
led in prayer by W . L. 
Pickard, Georgia. 

48. The chair an­
nounced the following 
committees: 

Reports of Vice-Pres­
idents of Boards.—W. A. 
Hobson, Florida; Rich-

IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH. ar(i Hall, Alabama; E. 

W. Stone, Georgia; R. 
P. Mahon, Louisiana; R. K. Maiden, Missouri; P. J. McLean, 
South Carolina; C. M. Culp, Illinois; J. T. Christian, Missis­
sippi; Andrew Potter, Oklahoma; M. E. Staley, Kentucky; O. C. 
Peyton, Tennessee; D. R. Pevoto, Texas; R. D. Garland, Vir­
ginia; L. O. Leavell, Maryland. 

Arrangements for Next Meeting.—Preston Blake, Alabama; 
A. D. Foreman, Texas; N. W. P. Bacon, Mississippi; W. C. 
Golden, Florida; W. F. Fisher, Virginia; B. W. Spilman, North 
Carolina; W . B. Brengle> [Louisiana; W. P. Throgmorton, Illi­
nois; C. Stubblefield, Oklahoma; T. C. Stackhouse, Kentucky; 
J. M. Haymore, Georgia; W. P. Clark, Missouri; E. J. Smith, 
South Carolina; Charles H. Eastman, Tennessee. 

Nominations.—H. W. Battle, Virginia; E. Lee Smith, Florida; 
E. E. Bomar, Kentucky; F. H. Farrington, Louisiana; F. C. Mc­
Connell, Texas; G. G. Riggan, Missouri; R. J. Bateman, Ala­
bama; W. H. Major, Tennessee; A. R. Bond, Mississippi; J. F. 
Eden, Georgia; H. B. Cox, Illinois; R. T. Mansfield, Oklahoma; 
W. E. Thayer, S. C; W. C. Barrett, North Carolina; H. P. Mc­
Cormick, Maryland. 

Enrollment.—O. F. Gregory, Maryland; Hight C. Moore, 
North Carolina; and the Secretaries of the Mission Boards of 
the States. 
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Woman's Work.—M. A. Jones, Georgia; M. E. Dodd, Louisi­
ana; J. Pike Powers, Tennessee; E. R. Pendleton, Florida; W. 
A. Hamlet, Texas; F. W . Barnett, Alabama; W. C. James, Vir­
ginia; B. F. Proctor, Kentucky; J. A. Scott, Oklahoma; C. H. 
Pinchbeck, Maryland; Otto Whittington, Arkansas; R. S. Gavin, 
Mississippi; A. C. Kitchen, Missouri; J. D. Chapman, South 
Carolina; R. T. Vann, North Carolina. 

Home Board—General Survey.—P. W. James, Alabama; W. 
E. Mitchell, Kentucky; John Jeter Hurt, North Carolina; S. H. 
Campbell, Arkansas; J. E. Hampton, Georgia; Ryland Knight, 
Tennessee; Julian Atwood, Illinois. 

Home Board—Church Building Loan Fund.—M. H. Wolfe, 
Texas; A. J. Holt, Florida; T. W. O'Kelley, North Carolina; J. 
S. Hardaway, Georgia; Geo. W . Ellis, Alabama; E. B. Atwood, 
New Mexico; C. W. Duke, Florida. 

Home Board—Request of Ouachita College.—S. E. Ewing, 
Missouri; G. M. Savage, Tennessee; P. V. Bomar, Alabama; J. 
D. Mell, Georgia; Leon W. Sloan, Louisiana; G. W. Sherman, 
Oklahoma; S. B. Rogers, Florida; G. W. Allison, Illinois; W. C. 
Tyree, Mississippi; W. W. Landrum, Kentucky; H. L. Jones, 
South Carolina; Forrest Smith, Texas; H. W. Hoover, Virginia; 
R. M. Inlow, Arkansas; W. N. Johnson, North Carolina. 

Sunday School Board.—J. W. Porter, Kentucky; W. A. 
Borum, Mississippi; A. C. Davidson, Alabama; W. J. E. Cox, 
Louisiana; John A. Wray, Florida; T. W. Gayer, Oklahoma; J. 
F. Vines, South Carolina; T. M. Callaway, Georgia; W. H. Ryals, 
Tennessee; E. E. King, Texas; H. C. Mitchell, Illinois; G. E. 
Kennedy, Missouri; L. M. Roper, Virginia; F. F. Gibson, Arkan­
sas; W. M. Vines, North Carolina. 

49. The following reports which were laid over from 

the morning session, items 32 and 33, were adopted: 

THE JUDSON CENTENNIAL. 

It is an extremely happy circumstance that this session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention is coincident with the centen­
nial of the formation of the first Convention of American Bap­
tists for Foreign Missions. 

At the Crossroads. 

Thrilling was Judson's message from far-away Asia, upon 
his conversion to Baptist views: "Should there be formed a 
Baptist society for the support of a man in these parts, I should 
be ready to consider myself their missionary." Magnificently 
did our fathers rise to the occasion. What a great moment was 
that in the history of the kingdom of God! And what greatness 
of vision was theirs to see it and what greatness of character 
to meet it! 

How is it with us? "Again the world stands at the crossroads 
of history." A missionary prophet has told us that this is a 
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decisive hour for Christian missions. Is it not also a decisive 
hour for our Baptist Christianity? Surely to no generation of 
men since time began has there come such a challenge. W e 
are being put to the test, and the verdict of a just God upon us 
will shortly be rendered. Our superior opportunities shall but 
condemn us before him if we fail to use them. 

Of a certain English queen her biographer says: "She lived 
at a great moment in the history of England, but she had no 
greatness of character with which to meet it." This is our peril. 
W e are a great people, and we live at a great moment in the 
history of the ongoing kingdom of God. Have we the greatness 
of spiritual vision and of Christian character which this hour de­
mands? 

It has been truly said that the genius of our Baptist denomi­
nation peculiarly qualifies us for leadership in this strategic hour. 
Shall w e be found wanting, or found worthy? W e rejoice with 
joy unspeakable over the indications that w e shall not be found 
wanting. 
Raising Our Ebenezer. 

The progress made thus far is one to fill every loyal Baptist 
soul with a sense of glory. During the two years of the Judson 
Centennial campaign w e have secured in cash and pledges 
$602,874.91—that is, nearly one-half of the whole sum set before 
us. Much of the first year having been consumed in needful 
preparation, the most of this amount was provided during the 
year just closed. 

Such a signal victory should call forth grateful recognition 
of the shining and resplendent leadership of Dr. T. B. Ray, of 
the masterly and heroic services of the field representatives, 
and of the sacrificial gifts of those who have already contributed 
to the fund. Above all it should bring us with moistened eyes 
and beating hearts to fall before our God in humble adoration 
and fervent praise. 
"Thus far the Lord hath led us on," and what has been already 

attained should put a new note in our songs, a tone and an 
accent in our prayers we have not known before, a new militancy 
in our faith, and the blare of trumpets and the roar of Niagara 
in our sermons. 

It is a matter for special congratulation and thanksgiving 
that the fears of some that the centennial effort would cripple 
the current funds of the Board have been dissipated by the fact 
that the receipts of the Board for the past fiscal year were 
greater by $44,000 than for the year previous, and this notwith­
standing considerable financial depression and many unusually 
adverse circumstances. 
Some Reaffirmations. 

At this momentous hour, in the very thick of the fight, we 
desire to make some reaffirmations: 

First- W e reaffirm our faith in the general plan and purpose 
of the Judson Centennial Movement. It is not only the largest 
endeavor which the Southern Baptist Convention ever put before 
themselves, but it will have the most far-reaching effects. 
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To the missionaries it will mean mighty reinforcement. It 
has been heart-breaking that our Board has been compelled to 
deny to our brave soldiers at the front the equipment they need 
to make their lonely lives count for the most in the dark places 
we have sent them to light up. Henceforth they will not be so 
hampered in their work. They will be in better position to meet 
the cry of great opportunities that come to them from every 
angle. 

To the current funds of the Board it will mean an immense 
relief. If we raise the entire amount, it will release from the 
annual budget about $50,000 which is now being paid out for 
rentals. Out of this annual saving we can send a considerable 
number of new missionaries to man the enlarged work. 

To the denomination the successful issue of the Judson Cen­
tennial campaign will have all the meaning of a new beginning. 
It will save us from one-sidedness and narrowness and will 
strengthen the bonds of unity and fellowship. It will launch 
us into a new era, and project us into the life of the world. It 
will heighten the accent on stewardship and fortify us to an 
untenable degree in the deliverance of our worldwide message. 

Second: W e reaffirm with redoubled emphasis our faith in 
the wisdom of devoting two-thirds of the fund to the equipment 
and enlargement of our educational institutions on foreign fields. 
Evangelism is fundamental and must always be fundamental. 
Concerning the eternal primacy of evangelism there is no ques­
tion in this Convention. But we need to remember that evan­
gelism is the mother of education. The former always begets 
a sense of need of the latter, so soon as it has time to produce 
its legitimate fruit. 

There can be no antagonism, therefore, between evangelism 
and education, and the man is always unwise who seeks to array 
one against the other. Especially is he unwise and untrue to 
his heritage if he happen to be a Baptist, for our whole con­
ception of Christianity presupposes intelligence. "Our witness 
to truth cannot survive in power if the lamp of learning grows 
dim among us." 

A Baptist ignoramus is a dangerous factor in any community, 
at home or abroad. If we need Christian schools here, we need 
them in China and Africa and the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Moreover, the tremendous usefulness of the native worker is 
becoming more significant every day. Our great objective must 
be the preparation of native Christians to present Christ to their 
fellow countrymen. Arithmetic says it, psychology emphasizes 
it, and the times demand it. In most of the Oriental countries 
education has gone farther than we have realized. The intel­
lectual level has risen. An ignorant ministry is no more effective 
in China or Japan than it is in an intelligent American com­
munity. W e have come to see that the most serious need of 
our work abroad is the adequate preparation of a native evan­
gelistic leadership. And like the sound of a great amen to our 
contention as to the place of education in the religious trans­
formation of a people comes the testimony of many of our most 
trusted missionaries. 

Third: W e reaffirm our hope expressed in the report pre­sented at Oklahoma City, in 1912, that the entire effort will be 
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brought to a successful issue by the time of the meeting of the 
Convention in 1915. W e have made no provision for defeat. 
But we cherish no illusions, and we are aware that victory can 
be won only through the vivid faith and eager cooperation of all 
the estates of our Baptist hosts. 

"O God!" cried Henry Martyn, "make me an uncommon Chris­
tian." W e need to get out of the commonplace, especially out 
of our commonplace giving. W e need to live on higher levels. 
W e need to cultivate the larger vision. W e need to be thrilled 
with the ampler objective. W e need an energetic Christianity, 
which, like an athlete, girds itself for the race set before it; an 
energetic Christianity that endures hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ; an energetic Christianity that is willing to 
fling away all that it possesses, and itself, too, for the advance­
ment of the kingdom of God, and to count all other triumphs 
as tinsel and shami. 

For such a day of uprising of God's hosts many of us have 
longed and prayed and hoped. Shall the vision be realized? W e 
believe it shall, and that the nations will feel the trembling of 
the globe as we advance to crown Christ Lord of all. 

And now especially sbruld every Baptist soldier of the cross 
double his diligence as he'sees signs that the battle is being won. 
It is near the close of the fight that fear flies away and deeds of 
heroic valor are done. It is then that Henry of Navarre cries: 
"Once more to the breach, dear friends; once more!" It is then 
that Paul says: "Now it is high time to awake out of sleep, 
for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed." 

The supreme and crucial hour is come. It is time to put on 
the armor of light. It is time to thrust in the sickle with strength 
and reap with song. It is time to abandon all that is petty and 
paltry and provincial in our thinking, and to commit ourselves 
without reserve to the accomplishment of Christ's imperial pur­
pose for the world. It is time to raise the battle song of long 
ago with a shout that will echo back from the Rocky Mountains 
to the Atlantic Ocean: "In the name of our God we will set 
up our banners." 

"Fling out the Banner, let it float 
Skyward and seaward, high and wide; 

The sun that lights its shining folds, 
The cross on which the Saviour died." 

H E N R Y ALFORD PORTER, Chairman, 
LANSING BURROWS, W. A. HOBSON, 
PRESTON BLAKE, H. C. MOORE, 
S H. CAMPBELL, G. C. SAVAGE, 
Z T CODY G. B. TAYLOR, 
W J E COX, GEO. W. TRUETT, 
B.' D! GAW, A. PAUL BAGBY. 

REPORT ON WORK OF FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. 
The report of the Foreign Mission Board contains facts BO 
eloquent—records of success so triumphant—as to fill the 
brotherhood with optimism and thanksgiving. With many diffi-
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culties to overcome, at home and abroad, the Board records the 
most fruitful year in the history of Foreign Mission endeavor. 

Finances. 

The total amount received by the Board for the current sup­
port of the work for the year was $587,458.97. The apportion­
ment fixed by the last Convention was $646,500.00; while this 
leaves a debt of $68,000.00 on the work, it is gratifying to note 
that but two states show any serious falling off in contributions, 
and this because of local conditions in both these states, and 
that the aggregate contributions from all the states show a 
gain of $44,012.68 over last year. These splendid results were 
achieved notwithstanding the fact the Board and the entire 
denomination were distressed by the serious illness of our be­
loved Corresponding Secretary, Dr. R. J. Willingham, during 
the last several months of the conventional year. 
The Work on the Field. 

The report shows a working force on the field of 913—278 
missionaries and 635 native helpers.,- These workers report 380 
churches, 5,252 baptisms, 9,376 students in our 339 schools; 420 
of these students are in our Theological Seminaries and training 
schools. These figures record marked progress over any pre­
ceding year. The report last year showed 846 workers—273 
missionaries, 573 native helpers, 4,532 baptisms, 266 schools, with 
7,481 students. W e now have 12 medical missionaries, 8 hos­
pital buildings, 13 dispensaries, 1,482 in-patients and 65,341 out­
patients were treated this year. 
Special Items. 

While the entire report is worthy of fervent accentuation, 
the following items demand special emphasis: 
1. The Judson Centennial. The success attained in this, the 

seond year of this campaign, warrants the sanguine hope for a 
triumphant outcome. But this task challenges an united and 
effectual effort. Pledges and cash aggregating $602,874.41 have 
been received to date, leaving more than that amount yet to be 
raised. It is doubtful if any single undertaking of Southern 
Baptists has meant so much to the churches at home and the 
world at large as the Judson Centennial Movement, and your 
Committee most heartily concurs in the suggestion of the Board: 
"Give Judson Centennial the right of way this year. There is 
only one year left for its presentation." Which means that this 
work is not to interfere with other interests, but is not to be 
sidetracked for other interests. 

2. Reorganization of the Board's official force. W e most 
heartily commend the wisdom of the Board in the reorganiza­
tion of its force at Richmond. The growing responsibilities at 
home and abroad seem to make this imperative. Under the 
reorganization, the Board now has the work departmentalized 
with (a) General Secretary, R. J. Willingham; (b) Correspond­
ing Secretary, W m . H. Smith; (c) Home Secretary, James F. 
Love; (d) Foreign Secretary, T. B. Ray. 


