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CONSTITUTION. 

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and 

other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 

parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur­

pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­

stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct­

ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 

gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as 

amended from time to time, are as follows: 

Article I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Board during the fiscal year ending the 30th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which cooper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes. 
. Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President 

four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers" 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office m p m 
bers of the several Boards. ' 1 U C 1 U 

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meetine 
as many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment will be n e r W 
sary for carrying out the benevolent objects it mav dptPT-mi^ £ promote—all of which Boards may continue in office until 
election. Each of these Boards, as elected by the ConvenS™ 
shall consist of one member from each State cooperating wm,' 
rV.r. f"<'.-.v» TT/VTI+-i rvri Q n ri nf a P r o e i rl M l t Vt e>o rtr ri i i-t o- C!„ _L ° Vvltn the Convention, and of a President, Recording Secretary Audi 
tor, and fifteen other, members, residing at or near the l'ocalitv 
of the Board. No salaried official or employee of any Board may 

(8) 



CONSTITUTION. 9 

be a member thereof; but the Convention shall elect for each 
Board annually a Corresponding Secretary, who may also be 
named by the Board as its Treasurer if deemed advisable. In 
case of a vacancy occurring between the meetings of the Con­
vention, the Boards are authorized to fill such vacancy. Each 
Board may elect other Secretaries, a Treasurer, and such other 
paid officer and employee as may be necessary for the efficient 
conduct of its business, and may make such compensation to its 
Secretaries and other paid officials as it may deem right. To 
each Board shall be committed, during the recess of the Con­
vention, the entire management of all the affairs relating to the 
objects with whose interests it shall be charged; all of which 
management shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional 
provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other instruc­
tions as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall be 
authorized to fill vacancies occurring in its membership between 
the meetings of the Convention, and also to enact its own By-Laws. 

Art. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all 
receipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the 
Convention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as 
often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties 
of his office, give competent security to the President of the 
Board for all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His 
books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any member 
of the Convention and of its Board. No moneys shall be paid 
out of any of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from 
that Board from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which 
order shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

Art. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interest of their respective bodies may 
require. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, 
if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 

Art. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents 
appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, "shall be 
members of some regular church in union with the churches 
composing this Convention. 

Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them­
selves. 

Art. X L The bodies and individuals composing this Conven­
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to whieh 
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifi­
cation is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at 
its own discretion. 

Art. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the 
approbation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
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attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place 
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him 
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

Art. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate 
may be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 

BY-LAWS. 

In order to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, the 
following By-Laws are adopted for the government of the Con­
vention : 

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Convention 
to be present at the place of meeting at least one day in advance 
of the annual sessions for the purpose of enrolling the members 
of the Convention who shall present themselves with proper 
evidence of their right to be enrolled; and this enrollment shall 
be recognized as constituting the Convention. The Secretaries 
are authorized to add the names of accredited messengers who 
arrive later than the opening day. in case of any question 
arising as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Committee on 
Credentials shall be raised, to which all pertinent matters shall 
be referred, and report be made to the Convention It shall be 
the duty of the Secretaries within thirty days after the annual 
meeting of the Convention to notify all members ofStanding 
committees of their appointment, and to inform chlirmen of su?h 
committees of their appointment as chairmen a i r m e n of SUCn 

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall i,« +*, i -A 
down in Mell's "Manual of Parliamentary v>l» 5 b!,thoSe laid 

foot's "Parliamentary Law," but m cSes " h - ^ ' ^ KOT" 
differ, or for which they do not S f t ^ authorIt,e« 
exercise his discretion, subject to anneal tn*£ ^

resideilt sna11 

3. The President, Vice-PresidentT and « C
t °

n v e n t i o n -
Convention shall be elected by ballot- i S 8 ? " 8 8 of the 

when there is only one. nomin/tion ft' t C S S J ' ^ K ^ f f i *" 
retary or any one designated for the purpose if th 
objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for « L b « n o 

ventton. m e con-
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4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination for 
an office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech of 
nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, 
addresses and responses of welcome shall be limited to one 
address of not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one 
response of not more than ten minutes. 
5. Unless otherwise ordered by special action, and as soon 
as practicable after organization, the President shall appoint 
at each session the following Committees: (1) On Order of Busi 
ness; (2) On Religious Services; (3) On Nomination of Trus­
tees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; (4) On Nom­
ination of the Boards and Standing Committees of the Conven­
tion; (5) On the Reports of State Members of the Boards; (6) 
On Apportionment; (7) On Arrangements for the Next Meet­
ing; (8) On Woman's Work Auxiliary to the Convention. 
6. The Boards of the Convention as created' under Article 
V of the Constitution are as follows: The Foreign Mission 
Board, located at Richmond, Va.; The Home Mission Board, 
at Atlanta, Ga.; the Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn. 
The following Standing Committees have been established: 
On the Laymen's Movement; on the Baptist Young People's 
Union of the South; on Temperance and Social Service; 
on Better Equipment of Pastors. It is made the duty of the 
Committee on Nominations at each session to name for election 
the members of these Boards and Committees.] 

7. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the 
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such 
exist, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other 
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem 
best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses in­
curred. 

8. The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention are in­
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets, and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among our people. 

9. The Committee on Nominations shall nominate, as State 
Members of Boards, men Who have been previously nominated 
by their respective State Conventions, and where no nomination 
has been made by the states, men known to be identified with the 
interests of the Convention, and of their own State Boards, and 
unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men who make 
efforts to attend the sessions of the Convention. These State 
Members shall be expected to cooperate with the Boards, both 
giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be done, and they 
also shall be expected to present at each session of the Con­
vention a brief report in writing of what they had been requested 
to do, and of the way in which they have complied with these 
requests, 'With any suggestions they may have to offer as to 
the conditions and needs of their respective fields. It shall be 
the:-duty of each Secretary in due time to furnish the: State 
Members of his Board with suitable, blanks for such reports, 
and to call.their attention to this article, and to make any proper 
efforts to secure due preparation of these reports. 
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10. The Boards shall report at each session of the Con­
vention what special efforts they have been able to make toward 
carrying out the objects of these By-Laws. 

11. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the 
Boards each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to 
whom shall be referred so much of these reports as pertains to 
the carrying out of the By-Laws, and also the reports of the 
State Members. 

12. Either applause or dissent on the floor of the Conven­
tion is out of order, and it shall be the duty of the presiding 
officer promptly to suppress all such demonstrations. 

13. The By-Laws may be altered at any time by a majority 
vote, except on the last day of the Convention. 

14. Order of Business—In the presentation and discussion 
of subjects, one speaker (not necessarily Chairman of a Commit­
tee) is to be requested beforehand, by the Secretaries of the 
Boards, or some one in charge of the subject to be discussed, to 
make a prepared speech and then that the discussion be free for 
the time remaining for the discussion of that subject. 

15. There is no need of so many separate committees and 
reports on various phases of the geenral reports of the Boards, 
but these reports shall be presented as usual on the first day in 
printed form with such particulars emphasized as the Secre­
taries may wish; each report as a whole shall be made the order 
during a morning session and discussed as suggested in the pre­
ceding article. The Convention may give instructions as may 
be decided by resolution and discussion. 

16. The morning session shall be given to the kind of dis­
cussion above outlined; the evening sessions shall be devoted 
to inspirational meetings with selected speakers; and the after­
noons shall be not included in the regular sessions of the Con­
vention, but left open for meetings of important committees and 
for sectional meetings for the consideration of particular sub­
jects in which various groups of brethren may be interested. 
Out of these special meetings recommendations may be made to 
the Convention itself at hours designated. 

17. Publicity--The Convention shall request its Boards and 
other Special Committees dealing with matters of general im­
portance and interest to have in the hands of the Secretaries of 
the Convention at least one week in advance copies of their 
reports to be submitted at the approaching Convention to be 
used by him in preparing data for the Associated Press in ac­
cordance with their requirements, in order that the work of the' 
Convention may be given due and becoming publicitv and thP 
President shall appoint annually a member of this Convpntinri 
whose duty it shall be to cooperate with the representatives nt 
tile secular press in furnishing intelligent, accurate and prXdit 
able reports at this Convention while it is in session and + w v. 
be allowed $50 annually for such services. ' u i n a t n e 



CITY AUDITORIUM, HOUSTON, TEXAS. 

H O U S T O N , TEXAS, May 12, 1915. 

THE Southern Baptist Convention met this day at 
3 P.M., in the Auditorium, and was called to order 
by Lansing Burrows, Georgia, President of the pre­

ceding Convention. 

2. The Convention joined in singing "How Firm a Foun­
dation," after which President Burrows introduced a 
brother now attending the Convention for the forty-first 
time, A. J. Holt, Florida, who read the twelfth chapter of 
Romans and led in prayer. 

3. Secretary Gregory made the following report on the 
enrollment of representatives: 

"In accordance with Article I of the By-Laws, the Secretaries 
of the Convention began enrolling the members of the Conven­
tion at 9 a.m., May 11, and present a summary showing that 1,005 
have been enrolled up to the time of the assembling of the Con-

CIS) 



14 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

vention. These names as enrolled constitute the Convention, and 
the Secretaries are authorized to add the names of accredited 
messengers who may arrive later." 

4. On nomination of M. H. Wolfe, Texas, and by unani­

mous vote, Secretary Gregory cast the ballot of the body 

for Lansing Burrows, Georgia, for President of the Con­

vention. 

5. For Vice-President of the Convention, B. C. Hening, 

North Carolina; J. C. Hardy, Texas; J. L. Gross, Texas, 

and P. C. Barton, Arkansas, were nominated, and, there 

being no further nominations, they were, on motion, 

elected, Secretary Gregory casting the ballot of the body. 

6. The vote of the Convention was on motion cast by 

Robert H. Coleman, Texas, for Oliver F. Gregory, -Mary­

land, and Hight C. Moore, North Carolina, for Secretaries 

of the Convention. 

7. The suggestive order of business presented by 0. L. 

Hailey, Texas, for the Committee named a year ago, was 

adopted, and the Committee continued for the remainder 
of the present session. 

8. On motion of S. J. Porter, Texas, it was ordered that 

a committee of three be appointed by the President to pre­

sent to the Convention tomorrow afternoon a report on 
the new Baptist Student Missionary Movement. 

9. Words of welcome to Houston were spoken by J. L. 
Gross, pastor First Baptist Church, and Benjamin Camp­

bell mayor of the city. Response on behalf of the Con­
vention was made by B. F. Riley, Alabama. 

10. Corresponding Secretary B. D. Gray, Georgia ore-
sented an abstract of the seventieth annual reoort of th* 
Home Mission Board. ^port ot tne 

11. Corresponding Secretary J. M. Frost T 

presented an abstract of the twenty-fourth ann ennessee' 
of the Sunday School Board. U a l r eP o r t 
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12. H o m e Secretary J. F. Love, Virginia, presented an 
abstract of the seventieth annual report of the Foreign 
Board. 

13. The full reports of the Boards, as just presented, 
were, on motion, ordered referred to committees as pro­
vided in the By-Law on Order of Business. 

14. Allen Fort, Tennessee, presented the twenty-seventh 
annual report of the Woman's Missionary Union, which, 
on motion, was ordered referred to a committee for con­
sideration and report later in this session. 

15. On motion of T. B. Ray, Virginia, the Secretaries 
were instructed to send on behalf of the Convention a tele­
gram of condolence and greeting to Miss Fannie E. S. 
Heck, President of the Woman's Missionary Union at fif­
teen annual sessions, and at this time incurably and ex­
tremely ill in an eastern hospital. The Convention, led by 
Z. T. Cody, South Carolina, remembered her at throne of 
grace. 

16. General Secretary J. T. Henderson, Tennessee, pre­
sented the eighth annual report of the Executive Commit­
tee of the Laymen's Missionary Movement. 

17. After announcements, the Convention adjourned, 
with prayer by W . P. Throgmorton, Illinois. 
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First Day, Evening Session. 

18. The Convention 

reassembled at 7.30 

o'clock, and after a 

praise service con­

ducted by Robert H. 

C o l e m a n , Texas, the 

President called the 

body to order, and 

p r a y e r was offered, 

with Weston Bruner, 

Georgia, leading. 

19. President W . W 

Landrum, Kentucky, re­

ported the following 

vacancies in the Board of Trustees of the Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary: Virginia, two; Tennessee, one; 

Missouri, two; Louisiana, one; Alabama, two; Texas, two; 

Florida, one; South Carolina, two; Maryland and District 
of Columbia, two; whereupon it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate to this 
Convention three brethren residing in the said states for each 
of the existing vacancies, from which the Board of Trustees of 
the Seminary will fill the vacancies, in accordance with the 
fundamental laws of the institution. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 

20. Chairman E. C. Dargan, Georgia, for the Commis­

sion on World Conference on Faith and Order, offered the 

following report, which was adopted and ordered printed 
in the journal: 

REPORT ON WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER 

Your Commission on World Conference on Faith and n 
have to report that owing to well-known conditions and^r 
turbances in the world, as well as other causes, little ™J» " 

*"= progress 
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has been made during the past year in securing the appointment 
of Commissions among those churches and denominations not 
already listed. Only a few have been added to the list, and it 
seems inevitable that there will be further delay in calling to­
gether the proposed Conference. Meantime, the need of such 
a conference receives emphasis rather than otherwise from the 
deplorable occasion of delay; and the sentiment for a larger, 
more intelligent and practical unity among the followers of Christ 
throughout the world is not less strong than before. The Com­
mittee of the Episcopal Church, which has been most active in 
the movement for the proposed Conference, have not ceased their 
labors. They are endeavoring to secure the appointment of still 
other commissions, and are taking some steps looking to the 
possible calling of a preliminary Conference in 1917 to arrange 
for the World Conference at some later date. 

In view of all these conditions, your Commission is of the 
opinion that the Convention should not withdraw from connec­
tion with the movement for the World Conference, but rather, 
should plan for a standing Commission to deal with this great 
matter instead of one appointed from year to year. 

W e , therefore, recommend that this Convention request its 
president and secretaries, and those who succeed them in office, 
to act as a standing Commission of three on the proposed World 
Conference on Faith and Order; to keep in touch with the move­
ment and to report to the Convention from time to time with a 
view to such further action as the Convention may deem best. 

W e recommend further that in thus providing for a standing 
Commission for conference with other Christian bodies, this Con­
vention re-affirm its interest in this particular movement, and 
its sympathy with all sincere and wise efforts to secure among 
all Christians ever nearer approaches to that unity of the Spirit, 
which should be the fruit and token of loyalty to the truth as it 
is in Jesus. 

E. C; D A R G A N , Chairman, 

C. E. BURTS, 
E. E. FOLK, 
J. P. GREENE, 
JOSHUA LEVERING, 
JOHN R. SAMPEY, 
GEO. W. TRUETT. 

•21. After p'rayer by T. J. Shipman, Mississippi, the Con­
vention Sermon was preached by the appointee, J. W . Por­
ter, Kentucky, on "The Baptist Debt to the World," Text: 
Romans 1: 14, "I am debtor." 

22. The following committees were announced: 

On Baptist Student Missionary Movement.—S. J. Porter, 
Texas; Hight C. Moore, North Carolina; W . L. Pickard, Georgia, 
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On Religious Services.—Evander Ammons, Texas; J L. Gross, 
Texas; D. R. Pevoto, Texas; and the other pastors of Baptist 
churches in Houston. 

On Reports of the Vice-Presidents of the Boards.—E. P. West, 
Texas; William Lunsford, Tennessee; L. J. Bristow, South Car­
olina; G. S. Tumlin, Georgia; S. O. Olivier, Louisiana; A. P. 
Stone, Missouri; J. T. Riddick, North Carolina; Clay I. Hudson, 
Alabama; W. O. Leake, Oklahoma; E. B. Solomon, Mississippi; 
L. R. Burrus, Arkansas. 

To Nominate Boards and Standing Committees.—Charles A. 
Smith, South Carolina; J. T. Christian, Mississippi; C. M. Thomp­
son, Kentucky; G. Braxton Taylor, Virginia; J. T. Riddick, North 
Carolina; J. J. Taylor, Georgia; F. C. Flower, Louisiana; A. U. 
Boone, Tennessee; D. Y. Bagby, Texas; E. J. A. McKinney, 
Arkansas; S. E. Ewing, Missouri; G. W. Danbury, Illinois; A. G. 
Washburn, Oklahoma. 

Arrangements for the Next Session.—P. I. Lipsey, Mississippi; 
Forrest Smith, Texas; T. T. Hyde", South Carolina; George W. 
Clarke, Kentucky; C. B. Waller, North Carolina; F. C. Flowers, 
Louisiana; W. D. Nowlin, Tennessee; John F. Purser, Georgia; 
W- J. E. Cox, Arkansas; S. E. Ewing, Missouri; A. J. Preston, 
Alabama; J. B. Pratt, Oklahoma; H. W. Virgin, Tennessee; T. C. 
Ecton, Kentucky. 

Woman's Work.—Allen Fort, Tennessee; T. H. Athey, Vir­
ginia; W. A. Smith, North Carolina; J. Furman Moore, South Car­
olina; J. E. Sammons, Georgia; Otto Whittington, Arkansas; 
H. H. Hulten, Oklahoma; J. F. Williams, Texas; F. W Barnett, 
Alabama; W. A. Borum, Mississippi; C. Cothingham, Louisiana; 
*. L. Alexander, Missouri; L. W. Doolan, Kentucky C T Tav­
lor, New Mexico. ' 
23. After announcements, the Convention adjourned 
with prayer by George W . Truett, Texas. 

Second Day, Morning Session. 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, May 13, 1915. 

24. The Convention, after joining in a service of song 

was called to order by President Burrows, at 9 A.M. and 

was led in prayer by John F. Purser, Georgia. 

25. The Journal for yesterday was read and approved 

, 26. The following resolution, presented by E. Y. Mul 

lins,- Kentucky, was adopted: 
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BAPTIST SANITARIUM AND HOSPITAL, HOUSTON. 

The Southern Baptist Convention, representing two and a 
half million Baptists, desires to place on record its high appre­
ciation of the great service to the nation and the world now 
being rendered by the President of the United States, Woodrow 
Wilson, in the firm stand he has taken for the ideals of peace, 
and at the same time in his vigorous assertion of the principles of 
justice and the requirements of international law. W e rejoice in 
the restraint, the discrimination, the judicial fairness, and the 
courage with which he is steering the ship of state in a time of 
extraordinary difficulty and danger. W e desire to express our 
unwavering confidence in him as the exponent of our national 
ideals and of the ideals of the higher civilization of the world, 
and also to assure him of our profound sympathy and prayers m 
the solution of the delicate problems and performance of the 
arduous tasks in which he is now engaged. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of this Convention be in­
structed to telegraph these resolutions to President Wilson. 

27. Secretary Gregory reported sending the following 
telegram, according to instructions of the Convention on 
yesterday: 
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Houston, Texas, May 12, 1915. 

MISS FANNIE E. S, HECK, Richmond, Va. 
' The Southern Baptist Convention extends its sincere sym­

pathy, with deep thanksgiving for all that God has wrought 
through you. Colossians one, verses three to six; Numbers six, 
verses twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six. 
GREGORY AND MOORE, Secretaries. 

28. The following committees were announced: 

On Apportionment.—W. D. Powell, Kentucky; A. C. Cree, Geor­
gia; W . B. Crumpton, Alabama; J. B. Lawrence, Mississippi; 
W. E. Wilkins, South Carolina; O. F. Gregory, Maryland; G. H. 
Crutcher, Louisiana; E. B. Atwood, New Mexico; J. C. Rogers, 
Arkansas; J. B. Gambrell, Texas; Livingston Johnson, North 
Carolina; W. P. Throgmorton, Illinois; S. E. Ewing, Missouri; 
J. C. Stalcup, Oklahoma; J. F. Love, Virginia; J. W. Gillon, Ten­
nessee; E. R. Pendleton, Florida; J. T. Henderson, Tennessee; 
B. D. Gray, Georgia. 
On Report of Foreign Mission Board.—Livingston Johnson, 
North Carolina; L. G. Hardaman, Georgia; W. J. E. Cox, Arkan­
sas; N. R. Drummond, Mississippi; R. W. Weaver, Tennessee; 
H. W. Virgin, Virginia; E. Godbold, Louisiana; W. F. Yarbrough, 
Alabama; W. E. Foster, Texas; C. C. Coleman, South Carolina; 
W. F. Wood, Kentucky; E. G. Butler, Oklahoma; Milton Reese, 
New Mexico; J. P. Scrubbs, Maryland; J. H. Pennock, Illinois; 
Wallace Wear, Florida. 
On report of Home Mission Board.—L. O. Dawson, Alabama; 
John D. Mell, Georgia; W. C. Foster, Virginia; C. B. Miller, Mis­
souri; J. H. Wright, Kentucky ; H. H. Burton, Oklahoma; J. J. 
Hurt, North Carolina; W. A. Burns, Florida; G. W. Quick South 
Carolina; D. E. Garrett, Texas; W. D. Mcllrath, Illinois- H F. 
Vermillion, New Mexico; A. G. Moseley, Alabama; H M King 
Mississippi; J. W. O'Hara, Tennessee; S. Y. Jameson,'Arkansas! 

On Report of Sunday School Board.—S. E Tull Texas- C E 
Burts, South Carolina; C. M. Thompson, Kentuckv T 'w' 
O'Kelley, North Carolina; W. F. Powell, Tennessee- W C Tav 
ler, Oklahoma; J. C. Staples, Virginia; R. G. Bower's Arkansas-
C. C. Pugh, Mississippi; W. H. Managan, LouisianaR Van 
Deventer, Georgia; H. L. Strickland, Alabama- J w 'T riwn 
Missouri; Milton Reese, New Mexico; B. F. Rodman Illi • ' 
29. The report of the Treasurer, G. W. Norton Ken­
tucky, was read by Secretary Gregory as follows and 
nrHaiwI nrintftfl in thft Journal • 
ordered printed in the Journal: 
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STATEMENT 

Southern Baptist Convention, in Account with G. W. Norton, 
Treasurer. 

1914 Receipts. 
June 29. By cash, for rent dividend No. 28, due 

July 1, 1914, on $1,500— (60 shares) 
Nashville & Decatur R. R. Co. stock $ 56 25 

1915 * 
Jan. 2. By cash, for rent dividend No. 29, due 

Jan. 1, 1915, same as above 56 25 

1914 Disbursements. 
Oct. 3. Paid bill of Ellis Investment & Insur­

ance Co., Selma, Ala., for premium 
on policy of insurance No. D-167587, 
Firemen's Fund, for $1,000—cover­
ing remainder interest of Southern 
Baptist Convention in dwelling No. 
4, east side Union St., Selma, Ala., 
for one year, to Aug. 18, 1915 $ 12 00 

1915 
April 8. Remitted R. R. Gwathmey, Treas., 

Foreign Mission Board 50 25 
April 8. Remitted P. H. Mell, Treas., Home 

Mission Board . 50 25 $112 50 $112 50 

Louisville, Ky., April 8, 1915. 
Respectfully submitted, 

G. W. NORTON, Treasurer. 

Audited and found correct. 
W. P. HARVEY, Auditor. 

30. On motion of O. F. Gregory, Maryland, the ballot 

of the Convention was cast by Secretary Moore for George 

W . Norton, Kentucky, and William P. Harvey, Kentucky, 

for Treasurer and Auditor, respectively, of the Convention. 

31. T. J. Searcy, Tennessee, Chairman Educational 

Board of the National Baptist Convention, was recognized 

and briefly addressed the Convention. 

32. The Committee on Order of Buisness was, On mo­

tion, instructed to advance the hours for opening the even­

ing sessions from 7.30 to 8 o'clock. 
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33. The report of the Commission on Efficiency was pre­
sented as follows by E. C. Dargan, Georgia, who stated 
that if it should be adopted, a supplementary report 
would be presented embodying the changes herein sug­

gested : 

REPORT OF COMMISSION ON EFFICIENCY OF THE SOUTH­

E R N BAPTIST C O N V E N T I O N . 

The Commission on Efficiency continued by the last Conven­
tion and charged with a reconsideration of that part of its re­
port contained in the Preamble of Division II, and in Section 6 
of Division I, "with instructions to receive suggestions from all 
proper sources during the year and bring in a report to the 
Convention at its next session on the subject contained in the 
matter herein referred," and by resolution further "authorized 
to consider any matter relating to the general good of the Con­
vention, provided such matters have not been referred by the 
Convention to some other Committee," begs leave to submit the 
following report: 

The Com'mission has held two meetings; one at Nashville, 
Tenn., October 8-10, 1914, and the other at Atlanta, Ga., April 
1, 1915. The members carefully and at length considered and 
discussed a large volume of correspondence and other informa­
tion and suggestions submitted on the subject of consolidation 
of the Boards of the Convention, and other matters, giving due 
weight to expressions of opinion from the brotherhood. The 
Commission recognized that there are just grounds for differ­
ences of view as expressed in these communications, all of which 
were fully and fairly presented by various members of the Com­
mission. Their expressions of opinion, though differing widely, 
exhibit the earnest desire of all to increase the efficiency of the 
Convention and its methods of work, and show a loyal purpose 
to secure the greatest possible cooperation among Southern Bap­
tists. The Commission is in hearty sympathy with the good spirit 
of those who favor changes, even far-reaching, in our methods 
and policies, though not agreeing to all the changes prooosed-
and having carefully considered and fairly weighed the areu 
ments adduced for such changes, presents its conclusions to the 
Convention in the following statements and recommendations 

1. That the Sunday School Board, in the interest of emoienrv 
should not be combined under the same manaepmpnt ™«+£ -JiT 
or both of the other general Boards, or ^oSSlfse^J^n 
them than it is at present. This conclusion does not ««Sn In 
require any formal statement of reasons as the romhn r * 
the Sunday School Board with any other has not been serioLw 
proposed by any. y n seriously 

2. As to consolidating the Home and Foreign Board 
Commission has given the matter very extended and serio y ° U r 

sideration, after having suggestions by letter and otherwispSfC°n" 
all parts of the convention territory. But after canvassineTh11 
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matter thoroughly, a vast majority of your Commission do not 
think it would be wise or expedient to consolidate the two Boards/ 
either now or in the future. One member of the Commission 
thinks the consolidation would be both wise and expedient, pro­
vided a sufficient degree of unity of sentiment among our people 
could be secured for the change. This member, however, does 
not feel that now is the time for any radical changes in our 
denominational machinery. There is absolute unanimity in the 
Commission in the belief that a radical change in the methods 
of administration involving fundamental and strongly antago­
nistic opinions would be exceedingly hurtful to the great interests 
of the Convention. It will be far better to leave the machinery 
of administration substantially as it is rather than take decisive 
and hurtful action looking to radical changes. What growth or 
changes in denominational sentiment may take place in the 
future none of us can foretell. This we can only trust to God 
and the brethren. But we are entirely at one in the view that 
until substantial unity of opinion is attained among us on so 
important a matter the consolidation of the Home and Foreign 
Boards be not recommended. 

3. W e agree with the opinion that our three Boards should 
be constituted representatively, and that as far as is consistent 
with effective work the members of the Board should be drawn 
as widely as possible from the territory of the Convention. Here 
we desire to call attention to the fact that according to the con­
stitution the State Vice-Presidents are active members of the 
Boards, entitled to all the rights and privileges of the local mem­
bers. The constitution gives to each state the right to nominate 
its Vice-Presidents for the several Boards. In this way every 
state already has a voice in the management of the affairs of. 
the Boards, and representation on the Boards is distributed 
throughout our entire territory. W e most heartily commend the 
course pursued by the Boards in recent years of paying the ex­
penses of the Vice-Presidents to one annual meeting. W e would 
urge all these state members who can do so to attend any or 
all of the regular meetings of the Boards. In order that their 
name may more accurately define the duties and privileges of 
these state representatives, now known as Vice-Presidents, we 
recommend that the constitution and by-laws be so changed that 
they shall be called state members or managers instead of Vice-
Presidents. 

4. W e recommend that the constitution and by-laws be so 
amended as to require that no Secretary or other paid employee 
of any Board shall be a member of the Board. 

5. In regard to the proposed consolidation of the Home Field 
and the Foreign Mission Journal into one magazine, we beg to 
report that much is to be said in favor of such a combination, 
and that the experience of other missionary bodies who are 
trying this plan seems favorable to the measure. On the other 
hand, there are practical difficulties in the way, and we do not 
deem it wise to recommend immediate action. W e therefore 
recommend that the Boards of the Convention be instructed 
carefully to consider this matter in all its bearings, confer with 
each other, with the Woman's Missionary Union and the Lay-
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men's Movement with a view to seeing if a single magazine 
can be published to serve all these interests, and that report 
and recommendation be made at the next Convention. 

6. With regard to economy in the number and salaries of 
Secretaries, we desire to emphasize the fact that the Conven­
tion itself has charged the Board with responsibility for creating 
all missionary field agencies and for fixing all salaries and other 
expenses of administration. This implies, as we desire urgently 
to enforce, the obligation of the Boards to practice a wise econ­
omy and prudent direction of mission funds. On the other 
hand, the Convention should not encourage any discontent with 
present plans that would reduce or impair the work of the 
Boards in reaching and enlisting all our churches in their work. 
The largest and by far the most hopeful work now before us, 
and looking to the future efficiency of our people, is the enlist­
ment and training of the great numbers of inactive Southern 
Baptists. To economize on this vast and hopeful undertaking 
at this juncture of our affairs would be to practice inexcusable 
waste. The unifying and developing of all our people. is our 
supreme intra-denominational task. Money wisely spent on the 
accomplishment of this task is money spent where it will do the 
most good. 

7. Southern Baptists are now in a serious situation. They 
must go forward bravely or go backward. Our opportunities 
are practically limitless. Our resources are very great. W e are 
growing in every way; in numbers by tens of thousands; in 
intelligence, in wealth and in unity. If we increase in gifts dur­
ing the next decade, as we have in the last, we shall be giving 
millions for Home and Foreign missions every year, and gifts 
to all other denominational interests Will increase proportion­
ately. To halt now would be to stagnate the currents of progress 
indefinitely. It is not to be thought of. The situation ought to 
call us to our highest endeavors. The world waits for the Baptist 
message. This is the best day Baptists have seen during the 
long centuries of suffering and waiting. The world is weary of 
spiritual and political oppression. The nations of earth are in 
commotion, struggling in the dark largely, but struggling, as 
we believe, toward a larger life. The travail of creation is on 
Baptists have the message of liberty for the enthralled, oppressed 
multitudes of earth. In such an hour, and with such a call 
your Commission deeply feels that one mighty purpose ought 
to grip and hold Southern Baptists. There will always be minor 
differences among a free people. They should not interfere 
today with a plan all-embracing, to gather up our united strength 
and turn it on the world along the channels laid out by our Lord 
in the great Commission. With all of our schools active centers 
of denominational life and unity, with our denominational press 
enkindled by missionary and educational zeal, with Sundav 
schools and Young People's Societies, true to the churches and 
their divine mission, with a new high note for progress sounded 
out from every pulpit, with the spirit of a sound mind pervad­
ing all our intra-denominational discussions, we may joyfullv 
hope for such progress as has never been witnessed in the his­
tory of Baptists anywhere since the first centuries. Your Com" 
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mission joyfully believes that there are no practical difficulties 
in the way of the broadest and most generous cooperation in 
an effort to enlist the multitudes for service in the holy war to 
which we are peculiarly called in these times. The Baptists 
of the South are homogeneous. W e hold the same standards of 
faith in all matters of religion. The millions of Southern Bap­
tists, including our colored brethren, with one mighty voice, 
that might wake the sleeping nations, can repeat in unison, "One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism." There is nothing in the way 
of an unparalleled advance over the entire field of our activities. 
Your Commission congratulates the Convention on the auspicious 
outlook. Respectfully submitted, 

E. C. D A R G A N , Chairman, 
J O H N E. W H I T E Secretary, 
WILLIAM ELLYSON, 
J. M. FROST, 
J. B. G A M B R E L L , 
B. D. GRAY, 
LIVINGSTON JOHNSON, 
W. W. LANDRUM, 
J. F. LOVE, 
F. C. M'CONNELL, 
E. Y. MULLINS, 
W. D. POWELL, 
G. C. SAVAGE, 
C. P. SENTER. 

After discussion by J. F. Brownlow, Tennessee; M. Ash-

by Jones, Georgia; J. B. Gambrell, Texas; F. C. McCon­

nell, Georgia; C. C. Carroll, Tennessee; E. Y. Mullins, 

Kentucky; F. W . Barnett, Alabama; J. F. Love, Virginia, 

and A. J. Barton, Texas, the motion to close debate pre­

vailed, the substitute proposed by J. F. Brownlow was 

not agreed to, and the report as so far presented was 

adopted. 
34. The motion to postpone till Friday afternoon at 

2.30 o'clock the presentation and consideration of the sup­

plementary report of the Commission on Efficiency was 

under discussion when a motion to adjourn was made, the 

house dividing on the question, with 351 ayes and noes not 

counted. 
35. The Convention thereupon adjourned with prayer by 

M. Ashby Jones, Georgia. 

S. 8. C. HISTORICAL CfWSiQN 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 



26 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

Second Day, Afternoon Session. 

36. The Convention 

r e a s s e m bled at 2.45 

o'clock, Vice-President 

Gross called the body 

to order, and the open­

ing prayer was offered 

by L. O. Dawson, Ala­

bama. 

37. For the Commit­

tee on Order of Busi­

ness, O. L. Hailey, 

Texas, presented an amended report which was adopted. 

38. The report of the Committee on the Home Mission 
Board Beport was presented by L. O. Dawson, Alabama, 
as follows: 

TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

R E P O R T OF C O M M I T T E E O N H O M E MISSIONS. 

This is the only country on earth in which a Baptist has an 
equal chance with the other man, and for every noble reason 
Baptists ought to be devoted to any and everything that tends 
to strengthen the nation and purify its life. Because of this, 
there is enough involved in the work of our H o m e Mission" Board 
to raise our interest to enthusiasm and quicken enthusiasm to 
passion. 

It is not only a great evangelistic and educative force but it 
has a patriotic task, calling for statesmanship of the highest de­
gree. This has always been true, but it is doubly so now Amer­
ica with breaking heart is looking on the tragedy of the aees 
expecting and expected to give her hand to maimed and wounded 
humanity when all is over, and to open her home to the mnlti 
tudes who will seek here a refuge from staggering debt and 
mayhap, God help them, from starvation itself 

The Home Board with far-seeing vision is doing its utmcwt tn 
prepare our churches and through them the nation for thi«: V h 
task. This is not only our bounden duty, but our rich om! 
tunity for reaching the nations of the whole earth. The Sp 
tary of the Home Board once thought of being a foreign mist^ 6 

ary. He was hindered in this to be providentially prepared ̂ fo 
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his present position, in which he has become one of the greatest 
foreign missionaries on earth. Through the workers directed by 
him and his advisers, he is reaching thousands of foreigners here 
and through them reaching thousands of others who will never 
see our shores. As a single instance, there are about 575 000 
Mexicans within the bounds of this Convention, 400,000 of them 
being between the Rion Grande and this beautiful city where we 
meet today. To evangelize these would be not only to save them 
but it would mean as well the redemption of our unhappy and 
storm-swept sister Republic from political chaos and religious 
night. Side by side with the soldiers of the nation now stretched 
along the frontier of a thousand miles, would be an army of sol­
diers of the Cross, costing less, doing more, and solving, ulti­
mately, those vexing problems which hitherto have been the 
despair of both diplomacy and force. 

The unique plans of the Board for city evangelization have 
challenged our admiration and heartened us in the struggle we 
have been making in our large centers of population. W e have 
hope not only of holding our own in places that are specially 
trying to Baptist polity and principles, but it gives us hope of 
definite gains and final conquest. It is a matter of interest to 
us that others, seeing the wisdom of our plans, are copying our 
methods. 

Your Committee would, however, point out the danger of al­
lowing this more spectacular work to obscure the quieter, but just 
as needful, work in country and village, where our recruiting sta­
tions have always been and for years must remain. 

W e particularly urge the churches employing and enjoying 
the services of the H o m e Board evangelists not to think of al­
lowing the cost of these meetings to take the place of their reg­
ular H o m e Mission contributions. W e would beg the brethren to 
make especial note of this and carefully guard the point in future 
campaigns. 

W e call especial attention to and rejoice in the policy of the 
Board in stressing the work of training our colored ministry. W e 
do not minimize the evangelistic work done among them, but 
their pastors and teachers are to be their leaders, and only 
through them can we reach a situation that otherwise seems 
hopeless. 

It is to be greatly regretted that financial stringency made 
it necessary to leave off some greatly needed buildings for 
churches and schools in Cuba and Panama last year. W e ex­
press a hope that the near future will see this work so equipped 
as to make the best service possible. The temptation to go into 
the details of the Cuban work is very great. It is enough to 
say that the foundations there are being laid broad and strong, 
and that the future will see the effects of this wise policy. The 
approaching conference of Latin-American Missions in Panama 
City next February calls special attention to and accentuates the 
importance of our work both in Cuba and in Panama. W e com­
mend the Board for being keenly alive to the situation. It is 
in every way desirable that everything possible should be done 
in these places before the conference meets. 

The omission of Latin-American Missions by the Edinburg 
Conference is to be largely atoned for by this February meeting 
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in Panama, which is to be followed by side conferences in Rio, 
Havana, and Mexico City. W e call attention to these things to 
show the importance of the work in the Zone and in Cuba as 
a whole, and especially in Havana, all of which are and will be 
more and more strategic missionary centers for Latin-American 
countries. 

While yielding to our brethren in Georgia with congratula­
tions, the splendid service of Dr. Cree, we can but regret his loss 
to the Home Board. Realizing the fundamental importance of 
the enlistment work, in which he has been engaged, we recom­
mend that the entire matter of the enlistment Secretaryship be 
left to the mature judgment of the Board. 

The slacking efforts of the Million-Dollar Church Building 
Loan Fund can be justified only on the ground of the pressing 
necessity for the completion of the Judson Fund of the Foreign 
Board, but your committee desires to express the earnest hope 
that this work may be soon resumed with redoubled energy, and 
pressed to completion. During the gathering of the remnant of 
the Judson fund, conflicts may be avoided between this work and 
that by full and free conferences of those engaged in the re­
spective tasks. As long as there is an unhoused church within 
our borders, this work cannot cease to make its appeal to our 
Consciences and our purses. 

In closing this report, your committee cannot refrain from 
expressing its profound gratitude for and almost jubilation over 
the smallness of the debt for the year just closed. - It is like 
a rift of light in a darkened sky. The gratitude of the Conven­
tion is due alike to the wise business managements of the Board's 
affairs and to the heroic work during the last few weeks on the 
part of many willing workers. These two things turned the tide 
of threatened disaster and puts us in position for aggressive 
work during the coming year. 

Once more we sound the oft-repeated note of steady contri­
butions during the entire twelve months of each year rather than 
the high pressure methods which have, hitherto characterized 
our plans. W e recognize the fact that other causes and pleas 
must have their place in our denominational life. The churches 
must have time in which to-press the claim and take their col­
lections for otner things. This perhaps will always make the 
months of March and April the great season for home and for­
eign missions, but none the less we must not leave the tre 
mendous interests of these two Boards to the accidents of thf> 
last moment, nor weigh them down with needless interest ac­
counts, nor force them to take the risks of a credit <5V«to™ ?™. 
work that needs to be done on cash. system tor 

; L. O. DAWSON, Chairman, G. W. QUICK 
JNO. D. MELL, w. D. M'lLRATH 
W. C. FOSTER, H. F. VERMILLION 
C. B. MILLER, A. G. MOSELEY ' 
J. H. WRIGHT, H. M. KING 
J. J. HURT, J. W. O'HARA 
W. A: BURNS, S. Y. JAMESON 
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The report was discussed by George W . McDaniel, Vir­
ginia; J. B. Cranfill, Texas; Isaac Sellers, Texas; D. H. 
Cooper, Michigan, and B. D. Gray, Georgia, and adopted. 

39. The Convention then adjourned and the closing 
prayer was offered by J. T. Riddick, North Carolina. 

Second Day, Evening Session. 

40. After the opening 
service of song, in which 
Henry Lewis, a Negro 
Baptist evangelist of 
T e x a s , participated, 
President Burrows took 
the chair and at his re­
quest devotional exer­
cises were conducted by 
S. Z. Batten, Pennsyl­
vania, who read a part 
of Philippians 2 and led 
in prayer. 

41. Home Missions be­
ing the special order, 

the Convention was addressed on the Enlistment Work of 
the Board by A. C. Cree, Georgia, and Z. T. Cody, South 

Carolina. 
42. The report of the Committee on Woman's Work was 

presented by Allen Fort, Tennessee, as follows: 

LIBERTY AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 
AND FASTORIUM. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WOMAN'S WORK. 

Your Committee to whom the report from the Woman's Mis­
sionary Union was submitted, make the following report: 

W e note with pleasure the splendid progress made by our 
women during the past year. During this period the total amount 
contributed by them1 was $315,102.41. There are now 13,424 or­
ganizations affiliated with our Woman's Missionary Union. These 
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organizations have a membership of nearly one quarter of a 
million members. 

Our women not only have the missionary societies for the 
women, but they have charge of the work among our young la­
dies and among our girls and boys. The Young Woman's Auxili­
ary, the Girls' Auxiliary, the Royal Ambassadors, and the Sun­
beams all come under the direction and leadership of the Wom­
an's Missionary Union. 

The ideal which our women have is a missionary society in 
every church and a total membership of one million. It is also 
their desire and prayer that the junior organizations should be 
in every church where it is possible to have them. 

The twenty-seven years which have passed since our south­
ern sisters started their splendid service have certainly been 
sufficient to silence any serious opposition. Their works of faith, 
their labors of love, and their patience of hope have proven be­
yond peradventure that their organizations have a real place.in 
our church and denominational life. 

Their work is a work of enlightenment. During the past 
twelve months more than 240,000 leaflets and pamphlets have 
been wisely and prayerfully distributed. These fresh facts are 
fuel which will kindle the missionary flame. 

Realizing that God's people are indifferent because of a lack 
of knowledge, our women are placing great stress on education 
along missionary lines. The mission study class finds a place 
in their work. The organ of our Woman's Missionary Union, 
"Royal Service," has a paid subscription of 19,000. The denomi­
national papers and the mission magazines also are used to great 
advantage by these organizations. Our women are constantly 
urging upon their constituency the careful reading of the min­
utes of the district associations of the State Convention, and of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Enlistment inevitably follows enlightenment. The goal of 
many of our missionary societies, "To every one her work" is 
being attained. The group plan is proving a splendid mean's of 
reaching many who heretofore were inactive and indifferent If 
our men were enlightened and enlisted as are our women, there 
would be no debts on our Boards and no need of alarm for the 
work ot the coming years. 

Enlargement has been another characteristic of the wom­
an s work. Organized originally to aid in Foreign Missions 
the work was soon extended to Home Missions and then to State 
Missions. Now, by the Personal Service Work our T o m e f arl 
endeavoring to meet the need of social service in our c W o h e V 
and from the start which has been made in this direction vn,,r 
Committee feels certain that our sisters will not m a k e % Q H * 1 
service a substitute for salvation, but will treat it as one nfth 
duties which accompanies salvation as a by-product of th f 
_ The enterprise, the efficiency, the effectiveness and e S S 
ical methods of our women make their work an examnle t 11 
of us. The standard of excellence toward which they are t ' 
ing should stir us to do our best and to seek God's best 1V~ 

During these days, when we hear so much of efficiency 
economy, may we not with profit consider the work done bv & 

women and learn from them? o u r 


