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CONSTITUTION. 

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and 

other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 

parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur­

pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­

stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct­

ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 

gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as 

amended from time to time, are as follows: 

Article I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30:th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which cooper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several Boards. 

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting 
as many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be neces­
sary for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to 
promote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each of these Boards, as elected by the Convention, 
shall consist of one member from each State cooperating with 
the Convention, and of a President, Recording Secretary, Audi­
tor, and fifteen other members, residing at or near the locality 
of the Board; seven of whom shall constitute a quorum. No sal-
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10 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

aried official or employee of any Board may be a member there­
of; but the Convention shall elect for each Board annually a 
Corresponding Secretary, who may also be named by the Board 
as its Treasurer if deemed advisable. In case of a vacancy 
occurring between the meetings of the Convention, the Boards 
are authorized to fill such vacancy. Each Board may elect 
other Secretaries, a Treasurer, and such other paid officer and 
employee as may be necessary for the ofncient conduct of its 
business, and may make such compensation to its Secretaries 
and other paid officials as it may deem right. To each Board 
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention,- the 
entire management of all the affairs relating to the objects 
with whose interests it shall be charged; all of which man­
agement shall be in strict accordance with the constitutional 
provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other instruc­
tions as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall be 
authorized to fill vacancies occurring in its membership between 
the meetings of the Convention, and also to enact its own By-
Laws. 

Art. VI. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account 
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all 
receipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the 
Convention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as 
often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties 
of his office, give competent security to the President of the 
Board for all the stocks and funds committed to his care. His 
books shall be open at all times to the inspection of any member 
of the Convention and of its Board. No money shall be paid 
out of any of the treasuries of the Board but by an order from 
that Board from whose treasury the money is to be drawn, which 
order shall be signed by the presiding officer. 

Art. VII. The Corresponding Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall maintain intercourse by letter with such individuals or 
public bodies as the interests of their respective bodies may 
require. Copies of all such communications, with their answers, 
if any, shall be kept by them on file. 

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards 
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other 
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose. 
an^; !i\ ii1 t5e officers> Boards, missionaries, and agents 
mpP™ w « ? n / 6 Conve

1
ntion' or h* a ny of its Boards, shall be 

™ ™ r S L L*°T TeSU}aT church in union with the churches 
composing this Convention. 
Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this 
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi­
dence of genume piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause and 
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them 
S61VCS. 

Art. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this fYmvPn 
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which their contributions shall be applied. But when no such sn^Hfi cation is made, the Convention will make the appropriation »t its own discretion. • " ai 



BY-LAWS. 11 

Art. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually, 
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the 
approbation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the 
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a quorum for 
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of 
his death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of the Convention, may, at 
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place 
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him 
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed. 

Art. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate 
may be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present at any annual meeting of the Convention. 

BY-LAWS. 

In order to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, the 

following By-Laws are adopted for the government of the Con­

vention: 

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Convention 
to be present at the place of meeting at least one day in advance 
of the annual sessions for the purpose of enrolling the members 
of the Convention who shall present themselves with proper 
evidence of their right to be enrolled; and this enrollment shall 
be recognized as constituting the Convention. The Secretaries 
are authorized to add the names of accredited messengers who 
arrive later than the opening day. In case of any question aris­
ing as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Committee on 
Credentials shall be raised, to which all pertinent matters shall 
be referred, and report be made to the Convention. It shall be 
the duty of the Secretaries within thirty days after the annual 
meeting of the Convention to notify all members of standing 
committees of their appointment, and to inform chairmen of such 
committees of their appointment as chairmen. 

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall be those laid 
down in Mell's "Manual of Parliamentary Practice," and Ker-
foot's "Parliamentary Law," but in cases where these authorities 
differ, or for which they do not provide, the President shall 
exercise his discretion, subject to appeal to the Convention. 

3. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the 
Convention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that 
when there is only one nomination for the same office, the Sec-
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retary or any one designated for the purpose, if there be no 
objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the Con­
vention. . 

4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination tor 
an office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech of 
nomination, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, 
addresses and responses of welcome shall be limited to one 
address of not more than fifteen minutes in length, and one 
response of not more than ten minutes. 

5. Unless otherwise ordered by special action and as soon as 
possible after organization the four Vice-Presidents elected by the 
Convention and five other brethren shall organize themselves into 
a committee on committees, whose duty it shall be to appoint the 
following committees: (1) Order of Business; (2) on Religious 
Services; (3) on Nominations of Trustees of the Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary; (4) on Nominations of the Boards 
and Standing Committees of the Convention; (5) on Reports of 
State Members of the Boards; (6) on Apportionment; (7) on 
Arrangements for the Next Meeting; (8) on Woman's Work 
Auxiliary to the Convention; (9) on Education Commission; 
and all other committees now in existence or to be created in the 
future by the Convention and reporting to the body. Provided, 
that no one shall be appointed as a member of more than one com­
mittee at any one session of the Convention, except for special 
reasons, and no one shall be appointed on the same committee for 
two successive years, except for special reasons. 

6. An Executive Committee of seven shall be elected as are 
the Boards and other standing committees at each annual session 
of the Convention; no officer or member of any of the Boards 
shall be eligible for membership on this committee. Its duties 
and functions shall be as follows: (1) To act for the Conven­
tion during the interim of its meetings on matters not otherwise 
provided for in its plans of work; (2) To have oversight of arrange­
ments for the meeting of the Convention with authority, in co­
operation with the President as provided for in the Constitution, 
to change, if necessary, the time and place of meeting; (3) To 
act in an advisory way on matters of policy and cooperation aris­
ing between the Boards of the Convention, but only on request 
of one or more of the Boards concerned; (4) To hold meetings at 
such times and places as it may select, the necessary expenses of 
such meetings to be a charge equally divided among the Boards 
of the Convention; (5) To make report of its proceedings and 
receive instructions at each annual meeting of the Convention. 
The committee shall have no further duties except as other things 
may be committed to it by the Convention itself. 

7. The Boards of the Convention as created under Article 
V of the Constitution are as follows: The Foreign Mission 
Board, located at Richmond, Va.; The H o m e Mission Board, 
at Atlanta, Ga.; the Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn! 
The following Standing Committees have been established: On 
the Laymen's Movement; on the Baptist Young People's Union 
of the South; on Temperance and Social Service and on Educa­
tion Commission. It is made the duty of the Committee on Nom­
inations at each session to name for election the members of these 
Boards and Committees. 
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8. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the 
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such 
exist, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other 
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem 
best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses in­
curred. 

9. The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention. are in­
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating 
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets and other­
wise, as may be found expedient among our people. 

10. The Committee on Nominations shall nominate, as State 
Members of Boards, men who have been previously nominated 
by their respective State Conventions, and where no nomination 
has,been made by the states, men known to be identified with the 
interests of the Convention, and of their own State Boards, and 
unless special reasons exist to the contrary, men who make 
efforts to attend the sessions of the Convention. These State 
Members shall be expected to cooperate with the Boards, both 
giving and receiving suggestions as to work to be done, and they 
also shall be expected to present at each session of the Con­
vention a brief repoit in writing of what they had been requested 
to do, and of the way in which they have complied with these 
requests, with any suggestions they may have to offer as to 
the conditions and needs of their respective fields. It shall be 
the duty of each Secretary in due time to furnish the State 
Members of his Board with suitable blanks for such reports, 
and to call their attention to this article, and to make any proper 
efforts to secure due preparation of these reports. 

11. The Boards shall report at each session of the Conven­
tion what special efforts they have been able to make toward 
carrying out the objects of these By-Laws. 

12. Immediately after the reading of the reports of the 
Boards each year, a committee of five shall be appointed, to 
whom shall be referred so much of these reports as pertains to 
the carrying out of the By-Laws, and also the reports of the 
State Members. 

13. Either applause or dissent on the floor of the Conven­
tion is out of order, and it shall be the duty of the presiding 
officer promptly to suppress all such demonstrations. 

14. In the presentation and discussion of subjects, one 
speaker (not necessarily Chairman of a Committee) is to be 
requested beforehand, by the Secretaries of the Boards, or some 
one in charge of the subject to be discussed, to make a prepared 
speech and then that the discussion shall be free for the time 
remaining for the discussion of that subject. 

15. The general reports of the Boards shall be presented on 
the first day in printed form with such particulars emphasized 
as the Secretaries may wish; and each report as a whole shall 
be made the order during a morning session and discussed as 
suggested in the preceding By-Law; and the Convention may give 
instructions as may be decided by resolution. 

16. The morning session shall be given to the kind of dis­
cussion above outlined; the evening sessions shall be devoted 
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to inspirational meetings with selected speakers; and the n 

noons shall be not included in the regular session of the ^o 
tion, unless otherwise ordered, but left open for meetings ° 
portant committees and for sectional meetings for the C°?!.VL 
eration of particular subjects in which various groups of bretnren 
may be interested. Out of these special meetings recommenaa-
tions may be made to the Convention itself at hours designated. 

17. The Board and other Special Committees dealing With 
matters of general importance and interest shall be desired to 
have in the hands of the Secretaries of the Convention at least 
one week in advance, copies of their reports to be submitted 
at the approaching Convention, to be used by them in preparing 
data for the Associated Press in accordance with their require­
ments, in order that the work of the Convention may be given 
due and becoming publicity; and the President shall appoint 
annually a member of this Convention, whose duty it shall be 
to cooperate with the representatives of the secular press in 
furnishing intelligent, accurate and creditable reports at this 
Convention while it is in session, and that he be allowed $50 
annually for such services. 

18. The By-Laws may be altered at any time by a majority 
vote, except on the last day of the Convention. 



N E W ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, May 10, 11)17. 

THE SOUTHERN'BAPTIST CONVENTION met at 
10 A.M., in the Athenaeum, and was called to order 
by Lansing Burrows, Georgia, President of the 

previous Convention. 

2. The Convention joined in singing "My Country, 'Tis 
of Thee" and "How Firm a Foundation," and further de­
votions were conducted bv A. IT. Boone, Tennessee. 

: • • 

ATHENAEUM. 

3. The Order of Business, presented by O. L. Hailey, 
Texas, chairman of the committee appointed a year ago, 
was adopted. 

(15) 
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4. Secretary Gregory made the following report on en­

rollment of representatives: 

In accordance with Article I of the By-Laws, the Secj^**®. 
of the Convention began enrolling the members of the cx>n 
tion at 9 a.m., May 15. W e find that 4,913 on the financial Da*u», 
and 570 associational representatives, making a total oi , 
were entitled to seats in the Convention according to the con­
stitution; and that a total of 936 names had been enrolled up to 
the time of the assembling of the Convention. These names as 
enrolled constitute the Convention, and the Secretaries are au­
thorized to add the names of accredited messengers who may 
arrive later. 

Inasmuch as many of the members of the Convention ar­
rived in this city too late to be enrolled, we recommend that all 
such brethren be admitted to the floor and recognized as mem­
bers of the Convention, but that they be requested to enroll as 
soon as possible at recess in order that our rolls may be accurate­
ly compiled. 

5. The organization of the body being in order, Presi­
dent Burrows called for nominations for President, asking 

that, in accordance with his announcement last year, his 

own name be not considered. L. E. Barton, Arkansas, nom­

inated J. T. Henderson, Tennessee; Alex. W . Bealer, Geor­

gia, nominated W . W . Landrum, Kentucky; J. W . Porter, 

Kentucky, nominated J. B. Gambrell, Texas; Austin 

Crouch, Tennessee, nominated S. P. Brooks, Texas; A. U. 

Boone, Tennessee, seconded the nomination of J. B. Gam­

brell ; Graham Forester, Georgia, nominated John E. 

White, South Carolina; John E. White, South Car­

olina, seconded the nomination of W . W . Lnn-

di-inii; Mr. Asli'by Jones, Georgia, nominated John D. 

Mell, Georgia; after which, on motion, nominations were 

closed. To ascertain the choice of the Convention, the Pres­

ident appointed the following tellers: Spurgeon Wingo, 
Louisiana • O T TT n 
-ee- F I H H u d s o n < Alabama; C. F. Clark, Tennes-

M. D. lustin^KerftueVT-8ra ' B' V ' Fei'S'USon> A r k a n s a s ; 

Foreman, Texas- T T TT A °usle.v, Mississippi; A. D. 

«• Whi,e the 'v̂ e fZ¥£™ ^ " ^ 
body, on motion of E. J \ Mnir- b e i n§" taken, the 

1,It^innev, \ „iT 
• ' iV1 Kansas, pro-
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ceeded to the formalities of welcome and response. W. W. 

Heard, ex-Governor of Louisiana, Avelcomed the Conven­

tion to the city of New Orleans. Response on the part of 

the Convention Avas made by Preston Blake, Alabama. 

7. For the tellers on vote for President, Spurgeon Wingo, 

Louisiana, reported that 553 votes had been cast for J. B. 

Gambrell; 27(3 for John D. Mell; 195 for S. P. Brooks; 

7(1 for W. W. Landrum; 40 for J. T. Henderson; and 9 for 

John E. White; total, 1,119; necessary to election, 575. 

S. On motion of John I). Mell, Georgia, J. B. Gambrell 

wns elected unanimously as President of the Convention, 

who was then escorted to the chair by former Presidents 

E. W. Stephens, Missouri; E. C. Dargan, Georgia, and 

Joshua Levering, Maryland. 

9. On motion of John Jeter Hurt, North Carolina, Secre­

tary Gregory cast the ballot of the body for the following 

brethren as Vice-Presidents of the Convention: John D. 

Mell, Georgia; S. P. Brooks, Texas; W . W. Landrum, Ken­

tucky ; J. T. Henderson, Tennessee. 

10. On motion of W. J. Langston, South Carolina, the 

ballot of the Convention was cast by Alex. W . Bealer, Geor­

gia, for O. F. Gregory, Maryland, and Hight C. Moore, 

North Carolina, for Secretaries of the Convention 

11. On motion of J. J. Taylor, Georgia, G. W . Norton 

and W. P. Harvey, Kentucky, were elected respectively 

Treasurer and Auditor of the Convention, the ballot of the 

body being cast by President Gambrell. 

12. On motion of O. L. Hailey, Texas, the remainder of 

the morning program was set forward to the afternoon, 

and various announcements were made. 

13. Secretary Gregory read telegrams from Hot Springs, 

Arkansas, inviting the Convention to hold its 1918 session 

in that city, and the same were referred to the Commit­

tee on Arrangements for Next Session. 
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14. The Committee on Order of Business was, on motion, 

instructed to provide a place for the discussion of the de­

nominational press. 

15. On motion of S. E. Ewing, Missouri, the President 

and Secretaries of the Convention were authorized and in­

structed to send a message of fraternal greeting to the 

Northern Baptist Convention which convened this morning 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 

16. The Convention then adjourned with prayer by Lan­
sing Burrows, Georgia. 

First Day, Afternoon Session. 

17. The Convention reassembled at 2:30 P.M., Presi­

dent Gambrell in the chair. J. B. Tidwell, Texas, read 

and commented on a portion of our Lord's intercessory 

prayer. H. W . Virgin, Virginia, led in prayer. The de­

votional exercises closed with a song by a. Home Board 

quartette: I. E. Reynolds, Texas; W. P. Martin, Virginia; 

J. P. Scbolfield, Kansas; E. L. Wolslagel, North Carolina. 

ST. CHARLES AVE. CHURCH 

18. Corresponding Secretary J. F. Love, Virginia, pre­

sented the seventy-second annual report of the Foreign 
Mission Board. (Appendix A.) 
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19. Corresponding Secretary B. D. Gray, Georgia, pre­

sented the seventy-second annual report of the Home Mis­

sion Board. (Appendix B.) 

20. Acting Corresponding Secretary I. J. Van Ness, 

Tennessee, presented the twenty-sixth annual report of the 

Sunday School Board. (Appendix C.) 

It was ordered that a special committee be appointed to 

consider that item in the Board's report regarding the pro­

posed Ministers' Relief Fund. 

21. General Secretary J. T. Henderson, Tennessee, pre­

sented the tenth annual report of the Laymen's Missionary 

Movement, as follows: 

TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LAYMEN'S MISSIONARY 
M O V E M E N T OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 

CONVENTION. 

Your committee would report that the past year has been one 
of zealous activity on the part of the General Secretary, of most 
hearty cooperation by the committee, and of unusual evidence 
of the divine favor. The monthly meetings have been well at­
tended and the reports of the Secretary have been heard and 
discussed with absorbing interest. "While the men composing the 
committee have pressing demands on their time in a business 
and professional way, they have taken the time necessary for 
thorough consideration of the measures that were presented. 

The counsel of the advisory committee of pastors, composed 
of Drs. L. G. Broughton, W. D. Nowlin, J. L. Dance, L. T. Wil­
son and Rev. U. S. Thomas, has been of distinct value to the 
Executive Committee. 
Brief Summary. 

The records show that the General Secretary has traveled 
during the year 37,379 miles at a net expense to the committee 
of $326.90; this was due in part to the courtesy of the railroads 
and in part to the voluntary gifts of churches that were served. 

Your committee records with much satisfaction the growing 
demand for the class of service it undertakes to render; the com­
mittee is not able to respond to all the urgent calls that come for 
the services of the Secretary in promoting the every-member 
canvass and for addresses on Stewardship and kindred topics. 

A summary of his monthly reports indicate that the Secre­
tary conducted 188 conferences during the year, made 15 ad­
dresses, and personally assisted in promoting 18 every-member 
canvasses; in six of these he went out as a member of one of 
the canvassing teams, that he might secure a practical as well 
as a theoretical knowledge of the details of this important work. 
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He attended the state conventions of Maryland, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas and South Carolina and 
delivered addresses at six district associations. One of the rare 
privileges of the year was the opportunity of rendering service 
in two conventions of negro men held in Birmingham and At­
lanta; to be sure the enthusiasm ran high and the demonstra­
tions of interest were quite pronounced. It was painful to be 
under the necessity of declining other invitations of a similar 
nature. The Secretary had also the honor of an invitation to 
make addresses in a series of Women's Missionary meetings in 
three district associations of South Carolina; he spoke in eight 
schools for preachers and church workers in Georgia; assisted 
in two associational campaigns for enlistment, and made ad­
dresses at eight banquets of men, preparatory to the every-mem­
ber canvass and the organization of Men's Unions. 
Conventions. 

Your committee projected and helped to promote two general 
conventions of Baptist men during the year; one of these was 
held at Shreveport, La., and was attended by six hundred or 
more representative men. 

The second was conducted in Atlanta, Ga., and had an at­
tendance of about one thousand. These meetings involved no 
expense to the Boards, were self-supporting, and quickened in­
terest among the men present in all of our denominational en­
terprises. The delegates went away pledged to more zealous effort 
and more generous giving in behalf of missions; the echoes from 
these .meetings have been most favorable. As a direct result the 
salaries of sixteen foreign missionaries were assumed by lay­
men and extra gifts to home missions have also been reported. 
The leaders are impressed with the value of such gatherings, 
and believe that all agencies should unite in a strenuous effort 
to secure a large attendance. 

An enthusiastic convention of Baptist men was held for New 
Mexico at Clovis the first of March; it was continued through 
three full days, and some practical work was outlined for the 
men of New Mexico the coming year. 

In April a very successful convention of Baptist men was 
conducted at Pinckneyville, 111. Every speaker on this program 
except one was a layman; this was the third such meeting for 
Southern Illinois and the leaders are so well pleased with such 
a convention that they have decided to make it an annua event 
It was a pleasure to have a share in this meeting. 
Emergency Men. 

durh?gi\reT:aTaletehet cZn^f ^ c™si^rably increased 

erf^in'a mo're ̂ L ^ Z T ^ Z s T ^ L '* ^ ^ 
The scheme was strongly endorsed bv t J L * C°' m. m g year" 
lanta conventions and £ W ' S S ^ a S S b y ' X T a L " 

rs%?een%ss^etrand°tande1rSs ^eZ'Tto^ V, °^^ 
cards and this tract. It is hopedthaf ™«,t„ ̂ ^ f ° r t h e p l e d g e 

support their laymen in thtTovement ' e n c ° u r a g e an<* 
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Apportionment will be made to the states according to their 
relative strength and churches will be requested by the leaders 
of the state to furnish a definite number of these emergency men. 

Appeals by Letter. 

The committee sent out a letter to about 2,500 representative 
laymen in the several states expressing their purpose to make 
extra offerings and effort on behalf of our two general boards, 
and inviting these laymen to join them in this worthy enterprise. 

Only two unfavorable replies were received, while about two 
hundred men expressed in a most fraternal way their purpose 
to make special personal gifts and to use their influence to en­
list others. A considerable number mentioned definite sums, 
and the committee is assured that this effort brought several 
thousand dollars of extra funds into the treasuries of the boards. 

By request of the Secretaries of Arkansas, this committee sent 
an appeal by mail to six hundred and fifty leading laymen of 
that state, and is in receipt of a letter stating that this service 
was a valuable factor in securing the gratifying receipts for 
home and foreign missions which Arkansas is able to report. 

Literature. 

Perhaps one of the most valuable features of our work has 
been the publication and distribution of tracts. The committee 
would gratefully acknowledge an appropriation by the Sunday 
School Board to this department. In addition to literature on 
various phases of stewardship, the committee has had a large 
demand for tracts on financing the kingdom and the every-mem­
ber canvass. The office now has a folder containing a Constitu­
tion and By-Laws for the organization of Men's Unions, tracts 
on sample programs for men's monthly meetings, suggestions to 
canvassers, and suggestions for the organization and work of 
Baptist laymen. These will be furnished on application. 

Men's Unions. 

While this feature has not been stressed, the office has had 
notice of the organization of a considerable number of unions 
and the first edition of the folder containing Constitution and 
By-Laws has been exhausted. Among those that have recently 
organized unions, mention may be made of First Baptist church. 
Hopkinsville, Ky.: First Baptist church, Albuquerque, N. M.: 
and First Baptist church, Macon, Ga. 

The laymen of the various churches of Knoxville, Tenn., have 
organized themselves into the Men's Baptist Union of Knoxville, 
which meets quarterly on Sunday afternoon. They hear brief 
reports, discuss practical topics and cultivate a closer fellowship. 
This organization is commended to the laymen of other cities. 

Home and Foreign Fields. 

Your committee recognizes that the most imperative need of 
laymen is information and therefore stresses the more general 
reading of the state denominational paper and Home and Foreign 
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Fields. We fully appreciate the space allotted to us in this jour­
nal and have noted with much satisfaction a growing interest in 
the past year in our denominational literature. Here is the place 
for our chief emphasis. 

Executive Committee. 

The Secretary feels constrained to express M s thorough ap­
preciation of the faithfulness and efficiency of the Executive Com­
mittee—always loyal and thoroughly cooperative. Some of them 
have gone out and made addresses at their own charges; they 
have given from one to two hours of their valuable time each 
month to a careful consideration of the policies of this move­
ment. They provided a special train and carried about one hun­
dred men to the Atlanta convention. The chairman unsolicited 
assumed the salaries of six foreign missionaries in addition to 
his regular offerings to foreign missions; he also made a gen­
erous extra offering to home missions. Another member volun­
tarily paid the salary of a foreign missionary extra, visited and 
spoke at a prominent church and was the main factor in secur­
ing the support of three other foreign missionaries, and also made 
a liberal special gift to home missions. The other members have 
been most generous in their support of the boards. 

The churches1 of Knoxville, Tenn., which are largely repre­
sented on this committee, increased their offerings to home and 
foreign missions the past year more than enough to cover the 
entire expenses of conducting this movement during the year. 

Recommendations. 

(1) Conventions.—4n addition to prosecuting with increased 
vigor the different classes of work already referred to in this 
report, your committee would strongly recommend the holding 
of men's conventions in the different states; in some of the 
larger states it may appear wise to have more than one, that all 
sections of the state may be touched. Florida is already arrang­
ing for three conventions. The problem of attendance is the vital 
issue; the records all show that the men who attend such meet­
ings go away with quickened interest in the Lord's work. Pas­
tors could hardly do a larger service for their laymen and for 
the kingdom than to induce them to attend such conventions. 

(2) State Chairmen.—Your committee would recommend that 
the chairmen of the state executive committees be considered ex-
officio members of this committee. 

(3) Daily Prayer.-We would recommend that laymen be en- ' 
couraged to cultivate the habit of daily prayer; this is needed 
that we may stem the tide of commercialism and deepen our own 
spiritual life, that we may have enlarged vision of Christian ohli 
gation that we may be able to prove ourselves faithful stewards 
not only of our substance, but "of the manifold grace of God •' 
It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. A N D E R S O N , Chairman; • 
J. T. H E N D E R S O N , General Secretary. 
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Report of Treasurer for Year Ending April 30, 1917. 

Receipts. 
Balance on hand at last report $ 294.34 
From Home Mission Board 1,420.00 
From Foreign Mission Board 2,630.00 
From Sunday School Board 75.00 
From Voluntary Gifts 213.70 

Total Receipts $4,633.04 

Disbursements. 
Traveling Expenses of General Secretary " $ 540.60 
Expenses of Moving Office Equipment to Knoxville... . 16.74 
Stationery 50.00 
Stenographer 250.90 
Office Supplies 9.00 
Post Office Box Rent 4.00 
Postage 96.32 
Telephone 13.25 
Typewriter for the Office 81.00 
Office Rent 190.00 
Publishing Tracts 162.75 
Salary of General Secretary 3,200.00 

Total Disbursements $4,614.56 
Balance on hand 18.48 

$4,633.04 
Respectfully submitted, 

A. J. SMITH, Treasurer. 

22. Lansing- Burrows, Georgia, presented with comment 
his report as Statistical Secretary of the Convention. 
(Appendix D.) 

2:>. J. L. Gross, Texas, presented the report on Woman's 
Work, as follows: 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 
TO THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, 

M A Y 1, 1916, M A Y 1, 1917. 

At the April cornerstone laying of the W. M. U. Training 
School in Louisville, Ky., Dr. E. Y. Mullins said that the growth 
of the school reminded him of a cherry tree in full blossom. 
"The blossom® come," he said, "because of pressure within and 
sunshine without." This principle lies back of the work of the 
Woman's Missionary Union for the year just .closing—pressure 
of the Holy Spirit within calling to remembrance the missionary 
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message of Christ's life and the missionary opportunitie w Q r k 

day; sunshine without through the favor of God upon tn 
done and the confidence of friends on all sides. .nine of 

The first work of the year was to assist in the canceLUU& 
the large foreign mission debt, though during the past seven 
years the- Union had failed to reach its total foreign mission ap­
portionment by only $8,171. Four Union representatives met with 
the Foreign Mission Board shortly after the Asheville meeting 
and promised to try to raise at least one-third of the $180,000, 
one-third being about the ratio sustained by the Union to such 
financial undertakings. Immediately programs and leaflets were 
prepared and sent to the thousands of societies, and beautiful 
indeed was the spirit with which they were carried out, a spirit 

-tf#^^pKV. 

FIRST M. E. CHURCH—MEETING PLACE OF W. M. U. 

which matched that of the sacrificial giving at the Asheville 
Convention. Dr. J. F. Love says that he feels sure that the 
Union did raise $60,000, and he has also publicly announced that 
the literature prepared by the Union was invaluable to the suc­
cess of the campaign as a whole. In most of the states the 
W . M. U. organizations no doubt kept a very careful record of 
all that their members contributed to this fund. However, in at 
least two of the states this careful record was not kept, which 
may account for the fact that we know of only about $45,000 
which Union members gave. W e wish it had been fully "$60,000. 
but instead of being discouraged by it we consider it as brightest 
sunshine without," for this was quite over and above the regular 
gifts. 

Another great over and above effort has been the work for the 
enlargement fund of the W . M. U. Training School. At Asheville it was decided to build at once, although only $52,000 
sired $150,000 was in hand. 

of the rip-
From the encouragement received 
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from the Convention itself at Asheville, we went forth to find 
98,000 people to give the remaining $98,000. To this end Dollar 
Clubs were organized in many churches and it is safe to say 
that thousands of people have heard of the school and shown 
their interest in it. One of the great outstanding examples is 
found in the January campaign in Louisville when within one 
week 1,800 people pledged $30,500 to the school. The other large 
gift is the splendid $10,000 one from the .Sunday School Board. 
Especial thanks for this are extended to Dr. I. J. Van Ness and 
Mr. A. B. Hill of the local committee, who did all within their 
power to see that this gift was made. The $10,000 check was 
presented by Dr. Van Ness when the cornerstone of the school 
was laid on April 5. The cash and pledges so far amount to 
over $106,000, and there is reason to believe that during the 
summer the remainder will be secured in cash or good pledges, 
so that the new building may in a very real sense be dedicated 
when the school opens in October. It is truly remarkable the 
way in which the spirit and efficiency of the school have been 
maintained during this year in crowded, rented quarters. 

The personal service work done by the students through the 
churches and other charitable organizations of Louisville and 
particularly through the school's Good Will Center, has been 
gratefully received. It is also good to know that personal serv­
ice is becoming a more vital part ,of W . M. U. work in all of the 
states. Advance is said to be due to the fact that the societies 
are using more system in the doing and reporting of this work. 
that they are interesting their new members in it, that it is being 
recognized as a great enlistment and soul-winning agency, that 
larger contributions are being made to it of time and money and 
food and clothing, and that it is being used to develop the home 
department of the Sunday school. 

Great encouragement is also found in the number of mission 
study classes which have been held. From fifteen states word 
comes that over 2,900 such classes have been held, 854 of them 
being among the young people. Some of these classes studied 
home mission books while doubtless just as many used those on 
foreign missions. In a number of states the societies have also 
met regularly for systematic Bible study. 

Closely allied with this is the regular monthly missionary 
program which is developed for the graded system- of societies 
in the .Union's monthly, Royal Service, the issue of which now 
exceeds 30,000. After conference with a representative of the 
consolidated magazine it was very clearly seen that the new maga­
zine would not attempt to cover the program work done by Royal 
Service so, largely in view of this fact, the committee decided 
to continue the publication of Royal Service. In addition, the 
Union .promised to do all it could to promote the circulation of 
the new magazine and to furnish a W . M. U. department for it. 
The department has been furnished each month, and the maga­
zine's editor has publicly announced that over 90 per cent of its 
subscribers are women. 

"Pressure within and sunshine without" are also revealed by 
the number of new organizations formed during the year. In 
sixteen states alone over ̂ .-flO^Siflc^-^^i^^^^^jgftSulted, the 

S. B. C. fflSICEMl CMMISSM 
NASHVILtE, TENNESSEE 
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net gain for the year being over 1,000. Of this net gain, over 
600 are among the young people, which is particularly gratifying, 
since during the past year the Union has had a special secre­
tary for the young people's work. 

It is generally known that the Baltimore office is the head­
quarters for the W . M. U. Literature Department, which is en­
trusted with the editing of Royal Service, the preparation of the 
Missionary Calendar of Prayer for Southern Baptists and with 
the publishing and sale of many leaflets and booklets. The de­
partment has had Its trials during this year of high priced paper, 
but it has .carefully guarded its exlpenses and will be able to 
declare a healthy balance. 

The expenses of this department are kept separate from those 
of the Union's free literature, for the publishing and distribution 
of which and for the salaries and other office expenses the Union 
annually receives from the three Boards of the Convention the 
necessary amount from contributions made to these Boards by 
the Union. During the past year the budget of such expenses 
has made possible the ordinary work of the office, the distribu­
tion of over 359,000' leaflets and pamphlets and the visiting by 
a Union representative of all of the eighteen states except two, 
the miles traveled exceeding 22,000. 

It cost about 13,000 to carry on this work, which is slightly 
less than 3y3 per cent of the Union's contributions during 1915-16 
to the H o m e and Foreign Mission and Sunday School Boards. 
During the year the W . ,M. U. treasurer made an exhaustive study 
of the expense of conducting W . M. U. work in the states. It 
was found that for these 18 organizations to raise their contri­
butions for home and foreign missions, Bible Fund of Sunday 
School Board, Margaret Fund and W . M. U. Training School, it 
requires 6 1/9 of the total raised. If the 3y2 per cent of the Balti­
more office is added to this it means 9 11/18 per cent. It was 
found, however, that owing to local conditions the expenses in 
four of the states were disproportionately high. Not counting these, 
the rate for the remaining fourteen and the Baltimore office is 
8 3/14 iper cent. Of this ratio it required 5/9 to raise the for­
eign mission contributions, 3/9 for those for home missions and 
1/9 for the Sunday School Board, Margaret Fund and W . M. U. 
Training School. 

Among the leaflets and pamphlets mentioned above over 
265,000 were sent to the state W . M. U. headquarters for use dur­
ing the January Week of Prayer for Worldwide Missions and 
the March Week of Prayer for H o m e Missions. On the whole, 
the states report that these weeks were generally observed In 
the state denominational papers many societies have borne testi­
mony to the fact that the observance of the entire weeks deepened 
their prayer life and made their hearts more generous In giving It 
is with gratitude that the fact is recorded that most of these leaf­
lets and programs were prepared by women home and foreign rf'fmTZT W^° ?n?^ SO Wel1 the p o w e r of Pray6r a*<i the need ous fields ^ 6Ver enlarging opportunities on the vari-In a very appealing way the need of many of the frontiej workers has come in the appeal for 70 boxes of clothing. W . M. U 

r 
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societies throughout the South supplied 64 such boxes, valued at 
oyer $4,500, and the severity of the winter made it all the more 
distressing that the remaining six could not be furnished 

Since its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1913, the Union has had 
as an aim for one of its anniversary gifts the raising of $325,000 
for the Church Building Loan Fund of the H o m e Mission Board. 
The Judson Centennial, the foreign mission debt and the build­
ing fund of the W . M. U. Training School have been three very 
imperative reasons why the Union has not concentrated its full 
strength toward the raising of this altogether essential fund. It 
is encouraging when a leading state like North Carolina agrees 
to raise $11,000 for this fund during each of the next three years. 
It is believed that the majority of the states will adopt some sim­
ilar and equally effective plan, so that by next May the Union 
may report that its full $325,000 has been secured, either in cash 
or certified pledges. 

Another work which the Union will no doubt continue to 
foster with enthusiasm is the Margaret Fund, through which 
several boarding scholarships in academies and colleges are 
granted annually to the children of our foreign missionaries and 
of home missionaries living outside the United States. Nine such 
scholarships have been held this year, a significant fact being that 
at least seven of these were in leading Baptist colleges of the 
South. Sincere gratitude is felt toward these and all the in­
stitutions which have granted or expressed the willingness to 
grant tuition scholarships to the beneficiaries of the Margaret 
Fund. 

Regular correspondence has been sustained between the 
women home and foreign missionaries. In replying to the letters 
written them by members of the Baltimore committee, they have, 
with almost one accord, sent articles which could be used in 
Royal Service or in H o m e and Foreign Fields. To each of them 
Royal Service is sent each month and the Calendar of Prayer 
and the Union Year Book are also sent complimentary to them. 

Five of their number have during the year joined: the host of 
encompassing witnesses: Misses Price, Whilden and Mackenzie 
and Mesdames Rawlinson and Shepherd. It is significant that 
all were missionaries in China, a field where our important work 
can ill-afford to lose a single trained helper. 

Words fail us also to express our sorrow over the loss of Dr. 
J. M. Frost. His remarkable career as corresponding secretary 
of the Sunday School Board is known not only to Southern Bap­
tists, but also to the general public, one of the leading publishers 
of the world having declared that the success of the Board under 
Dr. Frost's administration was considered a miracle of the print­
ing business. However, in the midst of his large duties, he never 
failed to give the closest attention to any Union matter con­
cerning which his counsel was sought. People in general, and 
certainly his close friends, can appreciate how careful he was in 
the details of such advice and1 how firmly he held to his deci­
sions, thus strengthening the Union to undertake without fear 
many large tasks. Notable among these was the work for the 
W . M. U. Training School. It is with grateful hearts that we 
say that but for his unwavering faith in the school the task 
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would have been almost insurmountable. Right royally did he 
encourage large gifts to the amount of $30,587 from his Board 
to the school, and in loving gratitude and sincere appreciation 
will his memory be cherished by the school and the entire Union. 

In considering the year's work of the Union as a whole, it is 
interesting to note some of the evidences of progress which have 
been observed in the various states: a study of methods; a de­
sire for better methods, for enlisting other women and for the 
graded system of W . M. U. organizations; the maintenance of 
the full graded system in 216 churches in 13 states; more Bible 
and mission study classes; a deeper spirituality, larger prayer 
life; larger society contributions through increasing membership: 
more organizations; better programs: more leaders in societies and 
associations: women learning to do through study and efficiency: 
increased interest in young people and unenlisted women; more 
subscriptions to missionary magazines: new organizations in 
uncultivated fields; and a deeper conception of Christian steward­
ship. Surely with the "pressure within and the sunshine with­
out" of these progressive forces the new year may be confidently 
welcomed. 

MRS. W . C. JAMBS, President. 
K A T H L E E N M A L L O R Y , Corresponding Secretary-

Totals of W. M. U. Treasurer's and Corresponding Secretary's 

Annual Statistical Reports. 

Foreign Missions , $211,325.08 
Home Missions 120.831.68 
Bible Fund of Sunday School Board 1,500.00 
Margaret Fund 1,473.96 
W . M. U. Training School 47.803.18 
Scholarship Fund of Training School 6,051.49 
Jubilate Offering to Foreign Missions 36,294.34 
Jubilate Offering to Home Missions 8,508.07 
Foreign Mission Debt 56,811.11 
Home Mission Debt 512.20 

Total Cash Contributions $491,111.11 
Boxes to Frontier and Mountain Schools 10,701.59 

Total Cash and Box Contributions $501,812.70 

Standard of Excellence Societies 4.879 
Total Number of Missionary Societies 15,840 
Number of New Missionary Societies 2,878 
Leaflets and Pamphlets Distributed 362.633 

24. A memorial from the Maryland Union Baptist As­

sociation, presented by J. F. Love, Virginia, was referred 

to a committee of nine to be appointed by the President. 
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25. A memorial from the Louisiana and Mississippi Con­

ventions and the Home Mission Board relative to a mis­

sionary training school in New Orleans, was presented by 

M. E. Dodd, Louisiana, and ordered referred to a special 

committee. 

2G. M. D. Jeffries, South Carolina, Secretary of the 

Board, reported vacancies on the Board of Trustees of the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, as follows: Mary­

land and District of Columbia, one; Virginia, two; Geor­

gia, one; Kentucky, four; Missouri, three; and Tennessee, 

two; whereupon it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to nominate to this 
Convention three brethren residing in the said states for each 
of the existing vacancies, from which the Board of Trustees of 
the Seminary will fill the vacancies, in accordance with the fun­
damental laws of the institution. 

27. The report of the Committee on Consolidation of the 

Boards was represented by M. H. Wolfe, Texas, A sub­

stitute was offered and discussed by J. F. Brownlow, Ten­

nessee. 

J. M. Eobertson, Texas, was recognized for further dis­

cussion, when, owing to the lateness of the hour, adjourn­

ment was taken till 7:30 P.M. 

28. The President announced the following committees: 

On Ministers' Relief.—E. W. Stephens, Missouri; A. Y. Ford, 
Kentucky; W. H. Sledge, Maryland; W. H. Managan, Louisiana;' 
W. N. Jones, North Carolina; M. D. Jeffries, South Carolina; 
H. F. Vermillion, Arkansas; D. Y. Bagby, Texas; Herbert F. Cox, 
Virginia; William Lunsford, Tennessee. 

On Religious Services.—R. L. Baker, L. A. Moore, B P Rob­
ertson, W. A. Jordan, J. W. Boggs, L. O. F. Cotey. 

On Nomination of Trustees of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.—C. H. Pinchbeck, Maryland and District of Columbia; 
E M . Harris Virginia; W. A. Taliaferro, Georgia; S. M. Brown, 
Missouri; J. W. O Hara, Tennessee; Ira Knight, Kentucky 

On Memorial Service.—Joshua Levering, Maryland; E. C. 
Dargan, Georgia; Allen Fort, Tennessee; P. T Hale Kentucky 
J. F. Purser, Georgia; Z. T. Cody, South Carolina K e n t U C k y' 
29. After announcements the Convention adjourned 
with prayer by L. E. Barton, Arkansas. 
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First Day, Evening Session. 

30. President Gambrell called the Convention to order 

at 7:30 P.M. Allen Fort, Tennessee, conducted devotional 
exercises. 

^ 31. On motion of A. J. Barton, Texas, the report of the 

^ Committee on Consolidation of the Boards and the substi­

tute offered by J. F. Brownlow, Tennessee, were referred 

to a committee consisting of the Committee on Consolida-
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tion appointed last year, together with J. F. Brownlow 

and five other members to be appointed by the chair, this 

committee to report tomorrow or as early as possible dur­

ing this session. The President named the following com­

mittee: William Ellyson, Virginia; A. J^ Barton, Texas; 

E. P. Aldredge, Arkansas; Frank Willis Barnett, Ala­

bama; Z. T. Cody, South Carolina. 

32. The hour for the special order having arrived, E. E. 

Dudley, Mississippi, read John 21. S. B. Eogers, Florida, 


