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CONSTITUTION. 

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and 

other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various 

parts of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur­

pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con­

stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and direct­

ing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 

gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as 

amended from time to time, are as follows: 

Article I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote 
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con­
nected with the Redeemer's kingdom, and to combine for this 
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States as may desire a general organization for Christian benev­
olence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal 
rights of the churches. 

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of brethren who 
contribute funds, or are delegated by Baptist bodies contributing 
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of 
one delegate for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries of 
the Boards during the fiscal year ending the 30:th day of April 
next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one repre­
sentative from each of the District Associations which cooper­
ate with this Convention, provided that such representative be 
formally elected at the annual meeting of his District Associa­
tion, and his election certified to the Secretaries of the Con­
vention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event 
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, 
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet­
ing, and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers 
of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, mem­
bers of the several Boards. 

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting 
as many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be neces­
sary for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to 
promote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new 
election. Each of these Boards, as elected by the Convention, 
shall consist of one member from each State cooperating with 
the Convention, and of a President, Recording Secretary, Audi­
tor, and fifteen other members, residing at or near the locality 
of the Board; seven of whom shall constitute a quorum. No sal-
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