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L. M. Landrum J. P. Nichols S. Y. Jameson

B. D. Gray, Corresponding Secretary.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD
NASHVILLE, TENN.

STATE MEMBERS,

A, U. Boone, Tenncssee W. J. Bolin, Louisiana

W. M. Jones, South Caroling G, Pitt Beers, Maryland

Lansing Burrows, Georgie H. G, Bowers, Kentucky

W. A, Hobson, Florida W. A. Borum, Mississippi

R. A. Ford, Disf, Columbia C. Ross Payne, New Mexico
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and the recommendation was adopted.

4 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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EDUCATION COMMISSION

B, W. Sikes, South Caoroling
C. W. Daniel], Georgia
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FPRESIDENT,
MES. W. C. JAMES, Virginim.

VICE-PRESIDENTS.

Mrs. C. A, Stakeley, Alabama Miss M. M. Lackey, Mizsg'ippi
Mrs. J. L. Hawkins, Arkansas Mrs. R. T. Stickney, Missouri
Mrs. W. E. Mooney, Dist. (ol Mrs. E. B, Atwood, N. Merico
Mrs. 5. B, Rogers, Florida Mrs, W. N. Jones, N. Carolina
Mra, W, J. Neel, Georgia Mrs, H, R, Denton, Okluliomu
Mra, W. J. Throgmorton, 111, Mrz. J. D, Chapman, &. ar.
Miszs E. 3. Broadus, Kenfuelky Mrs. H. C. Moore, Tennesses
Mrs., T. R. Falvy, Lowigiona Mrs. F. 8. Davis, Teras
Mrs. E. B. Mathews, Maryland Mrs. Julian P. Thomas, V.

Miss KAaTHLEEN Marvwory, Corresponding Secrelory.,

Mes, A, C. JoHNSON, Recording Seeretary.

Mr=. H. M. WHARTo®, Assistan? Recording Secrefary.

Mprs. W. C. Lowspes, Treasurer,

Miss Mary Farsow Dixow, Young People's Sccrefary
und College Correspondent.
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CONSTITUTION

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination in various
paris of the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the pur-
poze of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con-
stituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and di-
recting the energies of the denomination for the propagation of
the gospel, adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as
amended from time to time, are as follows:

Article I. This body shall be styled the “Southern Baptist
Convention.”

Art. I1. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote
foreign and domestic missions, and other important objects con-
nected with the Redeemer's Kingdom, and to combine for this
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United
States as may desgire a general organization for Christian be-
nevolence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal
rights of the churches.

Art. 1II. The Convention shall eonzist (1) of messengers who
contribute funds, or are elected by Baptist bodies contributing
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the basis of
one messenger for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries
of the Boards during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day of
April next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one
representative from each of the Distriet Associations which ©o-
operate with this Convention, provided that such representative
be formally elected at the annual meeting of his District As-
sociation, and the election certified to the Secretaries of the Con-
vention, eiT.'lu—‘-r_in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes.

Art. 1V, The officers of this Convention shall be a President,
four Viece-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer,
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meet-
ing, and hold their officez until a new eleetion; and the officers of
the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, memhbers of
the several Doards.

Art. V. The Convention shall eleet at each annual meeting
as many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be neces-
gary for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to
promote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new
election. Each of these Boards shall consist of eighteen members
residing at or near the locality of the Board, and of one member
for each State eodperating with the Convention. Seven mem-
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CONSTITUTION. 9

bers shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
Each Board shall elect its own President, Recording Secretary,
Treasurer, Auditor, additional Secretaries and such other offi-
cers and employees as it may deem necessary for the efficient
conduct of its work and business, except that the Corresponding
Secretary of each Board shall be elected by the Convention itself
as hereinafter provided, and this Seeretary may be named by
the Board as its Treasurer if deemed advisable. The ecompensa-
tion of its officers and emplovees shall be fixed by each Board,
but no salaried officer or employee of any Board may be a mem-
ber thereof. To each DBoard shall be committed, during the
recess of the Convention, the entire management of all the
affairs relative to the objects with whose interests it shall be
charged; all of which management shall be in striet accordance
with the constitutional provisions adopted by thiz Convention,
and such other instruetions as may be given from time to time.
Each Board shall be authorized to enact its own By-Laws, and
to fill any vacancy occurring in its membership or in the office
of Corresponding Secretary between the meetings of the Con-
vention.

Art. VI. At each annual meeting the Convention shall elect
for each Board as its executive officer a Corresponding Secretary,
who shall be responsible to the Board during the interval of the
meetings of the Convention and may for any necessary caunse
and by a two-thirds vote of all the members (rezsident and State)
be removed from ofMice by the Board. In case of his removal,
resignation or death, the Board is authorized to elect an Acting
Secretary to serve until the next meeting of the Convention., The
duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be in general terms
such as recognized custom devolves upon executive officers of
this kind, with such other dutiezs as the Board may prescribe.
The management of business shall be subject always to the
authority and approval of the Board, with ultimate reference to
the Convention itself.

Art. VII. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully aceount
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all re-
ceipts and disbursements, and make report of them Lo Lthe Con-
vention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as
often as reguired. He shall alse, on entering upon the duties
of his office, give competent security to the President of the
Board for all the stocks and funds commilted to his ecare. His
books shall always be open o the inspection of members of the
Board and of the Convention. He zhall not pay out money from
the Treasury except under such orders and safeguards as the
Board may enact for the proper conduet of its financial affairs,

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the szeveral Boards

shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such othar
documents as may be committed to them for the purpose,

Art. IX., All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents
appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall he
members of some regular church in union with the churches
composing thizs Convention.
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Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi-
dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them-
selves,

Art, XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven-
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which
their contributions shall be applied. But when no such specifi-
cation iz made, the Convention will make the appropriation at
its own diseretion.

Art. XII. The Convention shall held its meetings annually,
but extra meetings may be called by the President, with the
approbation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the
attending delegates shall not be necessary to make a gquorum for
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of
hiz death, any of the Viee-Presidents, of the Convention, may, at
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place
of meeting of thizs Convention, when it may be deemed by him
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed.

Art, XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members
present when the vote is taken without regard to total enroll-
ment at any annual meeting of the Convention, provided no
amendment may be considered after the second day of the Con-
vention.

BY-LAWS

In order to earry out the provisions of lhe Constitution, the
lollowing By-Laws are adopted for the government of the Con-
vention:

1. It shall be the duly of the Secretaries of the Convention
to be present at the place of meeting at least one day in ad-
vance of the annual sessions for the purpose of enrolling the
memhbers of the Convention who shall prezent themselves with
proper evidence of their right to be enrolled; and thig enroll-
ment shall be recognized as constituting the Convention. The
Secretaries are anthorized to add the names of aceredited mes-
sengers who arrive later than the opening day. In case of any
question arising as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Com-
mittee on Credentials shall be raized, to which all pertinent
matters shall be referred, and report be made to the Convention.
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It shall be the duty of the Secretaries within thirty days after
the annual meeting of the Convention to notify all members of
standing committees of their appointment, and to inform chair-
men of such committees of their appointment as chairmen.

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall be those laid
down in Mell's “Manunal of Parliamentary Practice,” and Ker-
foot’'s “Parliamentary Law,” but in cases where theze authori-
ties differ, or for which they do not provide, the President shall
exercise his discretion, subject to appeal to the Convention.

3. The Fresident, Viee-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con-
vention shall be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when
there is only one nomination for any office, the Secretary or any
one designated for the purpose, if there be no objection, may be
instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention,

4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination for an
office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech of nomi-
nation, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, addresses
and responses of welcome shall be limited to one address of not
more than fifteen minutes in length, and one response of not
more than ten minutes.

5. Unless otherwise ordered by special action and as soon as
possible after organization the four Viee-Presidents elected by the
Convention and five other brethren, appointed by the President,
shall constitute a Commitiee on Committees, whose duty it shall
be to appoint the following committees: (1) On Order of Busi-
ness; (2) on Religious Services; (23) on Nominations of Trus-
tees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary: (4) on Nom-
inations of the Boards and Standing Committees of the Conven-
tion; (5) on Arrangements for the Next Meeting; (6) on Wom-
an's Work Auxiliary to the Convention; (7) on Report of Edu-
cation Commission; and, unless otherwise provided, such other
committees, customary or new, as the Convention may direct.
Provided, that no one shall be appointed as a member of more
than one committee at any one session of the Convention, ex-
cept for special reasons, and no one shall be appointed on the
same committee for two successive years, except for special rea-
I ES

6. An Exeecutive Committee of seven shall be elected as are
the Boards and other standing committees at each annnal session
of the Convention; no officer or member of any of the Boards
shall be eligible for membership on this committee, Its duties
and functions shall be as follows: (1) To act for the Conven-
tion during the interim of its meetings on matters not otherwise
provided for in its plans of work; (2) To have oversight of ar-
rangements for the meeting of the Convention with authority, in
cobperation with the President as provided for in the Constitu-
tion, to change, if mecessary, the time and place of meeting;
(3) To act in an advisory way on matters of policy and colipera-
tion arizing between the Boards of the Convention, but only on
request of one or more of the Boards concerned; (1) To hold
meetings at sueh times and places as it may select, the neces-
sary expenses of such meetings to be a charge equally divided
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among the Boards of the Convention; (5) To make report of
its proceedings and receive instructions at each annual meeting
of the Convention., The committee shall have no further duties
except as other things may be committed to it by the Conven-
tion itself.

7. The Boards of the Convention elected under Article V of
the Constitution shall be as follows: The Foreign Miszion Board,
located at Richmond, Va.: The Home Mission Board, at Atlanta,
(za.; the Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn.; the Board
of Ministerial Relief and Annuities, at Dallas, Texas. The fol-
lowing shall be Standing Committees of the Convention: The
Executive Commitiee; on the Laymen's  Movement; on Tem-
perance and Social Serviee; the Education Commission; and the
Sunday School Lessons Committee. It is made the duty of the
Committes on Nominations at each session to name for election
the members of these Boardz and Committees.

8. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the
closest possible connection with the State Boards, where such
exist, in such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem
best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses in-
curred.

9. The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention are in-
structed to secure frequent distribution of information relating
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets and other-
wise, as may be found expedienl among our people,

10. Either applause or dissent on the floor of the Conven-
tion is out of order, and it shall be the duty of the presiding
officer promptly to suppress all such demonstrations.

11. The Committee on Order of Business, as provided for in
By-Law 5 (1), shall act as a standing committes and zuggest an
order of business for the next meeting of the Convention. In
=0 providing, this committee shall have due regard to the eus-
tomary practices and precedents of the Convenlion in arranging
for the orderly and efficient conduct of its business and discus-
sion of its work.

12, The Boards and other Special Commitiees dealing with
matters of general importance and interest shall be desired (o
have in the hands of the Secretaries of the Convention at least
one week in advance, copiezs of their reports to be submitted
al the approaching Convention, to be used by them in preparing
data for the Associated Press in accordance with their require-
ments, in order that the work of the Convention may be given
dune and becoming publicity; and the President shall appeint
annually a member of this Convention, whose duty it shall be
to coiperate with the representatives of the secular press in
furnishing intelligent, accurate and creditable reports at this
Convention while it is in =session, and that he be allowed 100
annually for such services,

13. The By-Laws may be altered at any time by a majority
vote, execept on the last day of the Convention.



PROCEEDINGS

Hor Brrixcs, ArRKaxsas, Mayv 15 1018,

HE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVEXTION met at
10w, in the Tabernacle and was called to order
hy oI, B Gambrell, Texas, President of the previous

Convention.
2. Led by Robert H., Coleman, Texas, the Convention
joined in singing “Higher Ground.” George Green, Geor-

gia, read Colossians 3: 9-18 and led in prayer.
B, Recretary Gregory made the following report on en-

rollment of representatives, which was adopted:

In accordance with Article I of the By-Laws, the Secretaries
of the Convention began enrolling the members of the Conven-
tion at 9 aar, May 14, We find that 5,585 on the financial basis,
and 520 associational representatives, making a total of 6,105
were entitled to seats in the Convention according to the Con-
gtitution; and that a total of 953 names had been enrolled up to
the time of the assembling of the Convention, These names as
enrolled constitute the Convention, and the Secretaries are au-
thorized to add the names of accredited messengers who may
arrive later.

Inasmuch as many of the members of the Convention ar-
rived in this city too late fo be enrolled, we recommend that all
such brethren be admitted to the floor and recognized as mem-
bers of the Convention, but that they be requested to enroll as
soon as possible at recess in order that our rolls may be aceurate-
ly compiled.

4. The organization of the body being in order, John
Jeter Hurt, North Carolina, nominated J. B. Gambrell,
Texas, for President, and he was unanimously elected, the
vote being taken with Jobhn D. Mell, Georgia, in the chair.

(13)



14 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

5. For the Vice-Presidency of the Convention, Living-
ston Mays, Arkansas, nominated Charles H. Brough, Ar-
kansas; G, H. Crutcher, Louisiana, nominated Cass Moss,
Louigiana; Arch €. Cree, Georgia, nominated John D.
Mell, Georgia; 15, D, Cameron, Oklahoma, nominated Liv-
ingston Johnson, North Carolina. On motion, nomina-
tions were then closed and Secretary Gregory cast the
hallot of the body for the fonr hrethren nominated.

. On motion of W. T. Derieux, South Carolina, the
hallot of the Convention was cast by Livingston Johnson,
North Carolina, for Oliver F. Gregory, Marvland, and
Hight €. Moore, Tennessee, for Secretaries of the Con-
vention.

7. On motion of E. C. Dargan, Tennessee, the ballot of
the Convention was cast hy Becretary Greeory for George
W. Norton, Kentucky, for Treasurer, and for W. P, Har-
vev, Kentucky, for Anditor of the Convention.

8. The Order of Business presented hy 0. L. Hailey,
Texas, Chairman of the Commitiee appointed a year ago,
was adopted.

0. President Gambrell then addressed the Convention.

10. Welcome to Hot Springs was extended hy 8. W,
Kendrick, pastor First Baptist Chnreh. Response on the
part of the Convention was made by Allen Fort, Tennes-
see, |

11. The Committee on Committees was named as fol-
lows: The four Vice-Presidents of the Convention as pro-
vided by By-Law &: and the following brethren named hy
the President: A, J. Holt, Florida: J. T. Henderson, Ten-
nessee; R. T. Vann, North Carolina; F. M, McConnell,
Oklahoma: T. L. West, Missouri.

12, Fred W. Freeman, Colorado, was welcomed ag a
fraternal visitor.

13. M. H. Wolfe, Texas., Chairman of the Executive
Committee, made partial report, recommending that the
Convention meet morning and afternoon in the dining
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room of the Eastman Hotel, and hold the evening exercises
in the Tabernacle. The report of the Committee on
Changes in the Constitution and By-Laws was, at fhe
Chaivman’s request, presented hy E, C. Dargan, Tennessee,
and, on motion, taken up seriatim. Discussion was pro-
ceeding when, for the time being, the report was laid on
the table in order (o consider the iftem following.

L. John I Mell Georgia, for the Commillee appointed
a vear ago [ Annoal of 1917, Tem S, p. 62], reported that
Article XTI1 of the Constitation requires a vote of two-
thirds of the enrolled messengers present at any annual
meeting of the Convention in order to change the Con-
stitution.

15. Robert H, Coleman, Texas, moved that Article X111
nf the Constitution he amended to read as follows, and
it was adopted:

Artiele XIIT. Any alteration which experience shall dictate
may be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thiras of ihe
members present when the wote is being taken without regard
to total enrollment at any annual meeting of the Convention;

provided, no amendment may be considered after the second day
of the Convention.

16. The Convention then adjourned with prayer by the
President.

Eastman Hotel—Convention Headquarters.
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WEDNESDAY —Afternoon Session

17. The Convention reassembled at 3 poar, and devo-
tional exercises were conducted by 1. 15, Gates, Texas.

18, Op wotion of O, L. Hailey, Texas, the report of the
Executive Committee with reference to the changes in
Constitution and By-Laws was taken from the table and
given right-of-way forr thirty minutes. The report was con-
sidered seriatim,  The recommendation to repeal By-Law
12, after disenssion by Charles M. Wilkinson, Georgia;

John D, Mell, Georgia; W. D. Nowlin, Kentucky; E. C.
Dargan, Tennessee:; 8. F. Bauncom, Texas; E. D. Cameron,
Oklahoma, was rejected, the house dividing on the ques-
tion, with 386 aves and 625 noes. The report was adopted
ag follows:

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON AMEND-
MENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS,

Constitution.

Arricre V. That from the zecond sentence beginning with the
words “Each of these Boards,” the Article shall read as follows:

“Tach of these Boards shall consist of eighteen members resid-
ing at or near the locality of the Board, and of one member for
each state colperating with the Convention. Seven members
shall eonstitute a gquorum for the transaction of business, Each
Board shall elect its own President, Recording Secretary, Treas-
urer, Auditor, additional Secretaries and such other officers and
employees as it may deem necessary for the eflicient conduct of
its work and business, except that the Corresponding Secretary
of each Board shall be elected by the Convention itself as here-
inafter provided, and thiz Seecretary may be named by the Board
as itg Treasurer if deemed advisable. The compensation of its
officers and emplovees shall be fixed by each Board, but no sal-
aried officer or employee of any Board may be a member there-
of. To each Board shall be committed, during the recess of the
Convention, the entire management of all the affairs relating fo
the objects with whose interests it shall be charged; all of which
management shall be in striet accordance with the constitutional
provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other insiruc-
tions as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall be
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authﬂr_izedltc_enact its own By-Laws, and to fill any vacancy*
oecurring in its membership or in the office of Corresponding
Secretary between the meetings of the Convention.”

That ArTicLe VII be made Arrrere VI and be so amended as
to read as follows:

ARTICLE VI. “At each annual meeting the Convention sghall
elect for each Board as its executive officer a Corresponding Sec-
retary who shall be responsible to the Board during the inter-
val of the meetings of the Convention, and may for any neces-
sary cause and by a two-thirds vote of all the members (resident
and state) be removed from office by the Board. In case of his
removal, resignation, or death, the Board iz authorized to elect
an Acting Secretary to serve until the next meeting of the Con-
vention. The duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be in
general terms such as recognized custom devolves upon execu-
tive officers of thiz kind with such other duties as the Board may
prescribe. The management of business shall be subject always
to the authority and approval of the Board, with ultimate refer-
ence to the Convention itself.”

That ArricreE VI be made Articie VII and the last two sen-
tences be so amended as to read:

“His books shall always be open to the inspection of mem-
bers of the Board and of the Convention. He shall not pay out
money from the treasury except under such orders and safe-
guards as the Board may enact for the proper conduct of its
financial affairs.”

By-Laws,

ARTICLE 3. In the last line at the bottom of the page, instead
of “the same office,” read “any office.”

Arricre 6. Line 3, strike out the words “shall organize them-
selves into,” and read “appointed by the President shall con-
stitute.” In (1) read “On order of business.” That (5) be
siricken out and the following numbers be changed accordingly.
Inm (9) amend so as to read, “On report of Education Commis-
sion; and such other committees, customary or new, as the Con-
vention may direet.”

ArricLE 7. In the first line, for “created"” read “elected.” In
the second line, for “are” read “shall be.” Beginning with the
fifth line amend the sentence so asg to read: *“The following shall
be Standing Committees of the Convention: The Executive Com-
mittee; on the Laymen's Movement; on Temperance and Social
Service; the Bducation Commission; and the Sunday School
Lessons Committee.”

That ArTIcLES 10, 11, 12 be repealed.
That ARTICLE 13 be repealed.

That ArTicres 14, 15, and 16 be stricken out, as they were in-
corporated by an error, never having been adopted as By-Laws
but only as the recommendation of a committee for the guidance
of the order of business. That instead of these an article which
would be numbered ArricLe 11 be adopted, as follows:

o

]
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ArtiorE 11, “The Committee on Order of Business, as provided
for in By-Law 5 (1), shall act as a standing committee and sug-
zest an order of business for the next meeting of the Conven-
tion. In so providing thizs commitiee shall have due regard to
the customary practices and precedents of the Convention in
arranging for the orderly and efficient conduct of its business and
discussion of its work.” That the numbers of the two remaining
By-Laws be changed from 17 and 18 to numbers 12 and 13.

19. The following report, presented by F. M. McCon-
nell, Oklahoma, was adopted after discussion by F. M.
MeConnell, Oklahoma; . C., McConnell, Georgia; B. .
N. Bacon, Missiscippi; W. D. Nowlin, Kentucky, and N. 8.
Pettie, Kentucky:

THE REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WOMAN'S RELATION
TO THE CONVENTION,

In accordance with notice previously =zerved, we beg to recom-
mend that Article I11 of the Constitution of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention be so altered as to read as follows:

ArTicLE III. The Convention shall consist (1) of messengers
who contribute funds, or are elected as messengers by Baptist
bodies contributing funds for the regular work of the Convention,
on the basis of one messenger for every §250.00 actually paid
into the treasuries of the Boards during the fiscal year ending
the 30th day of April next preceding the meeting of the Conven-
tion; (2) of one representative from each of the Distriet Asso-
ciations whiech coiperate with this Convention, provided that
such representative be formally elected at the Annual meeting
of the Distriet Association and the election certified to the Sec-
retaries of the Convention, either in writing or by copy of the
printed Minutes.

Respectfully submitted,
Rorr. H. COLEMAN,
M. E. Dobp.

20. On motion of W. T. Derienx, South Carolina, the
Convention decided to continue holding its sessions in the
Tabernacle,

21. On motion of J. J. Hall, Georgia, the Committee
on Committees was authorized to appoint a commitiee on
Patriotic Resolutions, President Gambrell being named as
chairman of the committee.
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22, Secretary Gregory presented the following report

of Lansing Burrows, Georgia, Statistician of the Conven-
tion, which was adopted and printed copies of the tables
of General Statistics [Appendix E] were distributed:

REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN.

Interest in our denominational statisties is increasing even
beyond that of recent years., While other large denominations
have been able to put forth official statements, presenting the
actual facts, we are constantly hindered by our inability to re-
quire official reports because of our independent constitution.
We have, and rightly so, no power to compel such reports from
brethren who are in possession of the desired facts and who are
indifferent to the matter. We have no uniformity in the methods
of gathering the facts or of tabulating such as may be obtained.

When in 1882 your Statistieian, at his own instance, under-
took to compile and print in the Minutes of this Convention our
denominational figures, but little attention was being given to
this important matter, and but little interest exhibited in it. In
these nearly forty years the enterprise has been developed by
scientific methods until it has reached more elaborate and trust-
worthy results. This has been accomplished through the utiliza-
tion of a system requiring the maintenance of great books of
record, tracing the progrezs of our denominational life, Even
now, the work as conducted in all the states, with the exception
of two, has been only the condensation of the imperfect results
obtainable from deficient Associational minutes; and the aggre-
gates thus obtained are below the real facts, since they are the
condensation of the partial and unsatisfactory fAgures of well-
meaning brethren who are uninformed of the laws and principles
of statistics.

The recent summary of Religious Bodies put forth by the Cen-
sus Burean of the Departmentf of Commerce was accomplished
by a system that dealt directly with the churches themselves,
which with its extensive postal facilities it was beiter able {o
do. And yet its summary shows a considerable difference from
the figures as presented in this report. The occasion of this is
well understood in this office so far as Southern Baptists are con-
cerned. The facilities of the Bureau have enabled it to reach the
great bodies of colored Baptists in the South, so that in this year
we are able to account for a Baptist constituency of slightly over
three millions in the Southern States.

In prezenting the financial statistics, more serious difliculties
prezent themselves., Large sums for denominational enterprises
are never quoted in Associational minutes because many gifts,
some quite large, are made direct to objects of beneficence and
not through the reports of the individual churches as obtainable
from Associational minutes. Several large gifts made to the Jud-
son Centennial and markedly to Educational enterprises have
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never been included in any statistical report, either State or As-
sociational. Also, in only two or three states is it possible to ob-
tain full information as to the Sunday school statistics.

Nevertheless there has been notable progress in the past dec-
ade, it is quite apparent that more scientific methods would re-
sult more gatisfactorily. In the opinion of your Statistician, this
desirable end would be better obtained in all the branches of
our organized work by committing the work of gathering and
presenting our statistices under the direction of our Sunday
School Board, and the Annual of the Convention be relieved of
the expense of these statistical reports, now covering nearly an
hundred pages with itz additional heavy expense of increased
postal rates, If it seems to you desirable, this Board with its
facilities could work out a more extensive method for presenting
the facts than that which thus far has been only approximately
sucecessful,. To such a method your Statistician would willingly
contribute the books and papers by means of which we have at-
tained to the present success. No attempt has ever been made
to consolidate the figures for specific and oceasional enterprises
in the way of charitable and educational work because of the
want of uniformity in State Convention reports; this much-de-
sired uniformity is more likely to be obtained through the abil-
ity of your Board in reaching,.through its agencies, the sources
of information which are closed to individual effort.

Fraternally,
Liawsing Burrows, Statistician.

On motion of I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee, that part of the
Statistician’s report with reference to committing this
work fo the Sunday School Board hereafter was referred
to the Committee on the Report of the Sunday School
Board.

23, On motion of T. B, Ray, Virginia, the Secretaries
were instructed by rising vote to telegraph greetings to
Lansing Burrows, Georgia, who since 1881 has been offi-
cially connected with this Convention.

24. The SBeventy-third Annual Report of the Home Mis-
sion Board was presented by Corresponding Secretary
B. D Gray, Georgia [Appendix B], and it was referred
to the Committee on the Report of the Home Board.

25. The Seventy-third Annual Report of the Foreign
Mission Board was presented by Corresponding Secretary
J. F. Love, Virginia [Appendix A], and it was referred
to the Committee on the Report of the Foreign Mission
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Board. Special prayer was led by W. D. Powell, Ken-
tucky.

26. The Twenty-seventh Annual Report of the Sunday
School Board was presented by Corresponding Secretary
I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee [Appendix C], and referred to
the Committee on Report of the Sunday School Board,
except so much of the report as refers to the nomination
of the Lesson Committee, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Nominations, in accordance with the By-Laws.

;
]

The following committee was announced:

On Report of Home Mission Board—H, L. Winburn, Kentuclky;
J. A, Davison, Alabama; E. P. Aldredge, Arkansas: J. . Adeock,
Florida; J. M. Haymore, Georgia; C. W. Culp, Illincis: J. H.
Brakefield, Louisiana: C. H. Pinchbeck, Maryland; R. J. Bate-
man, Mississippi: L. M. Hale, Missouri; €, T. Taylor, New Mex-
ico; J. W. SBuitle, North Carolina; . Stubblefield, Oklahoma:
A. B, Kennedy, South Carolina; A. F. Mahan, Tennessee; M. T.
Andrews, Texas; George Braxton Taylor, Virginia.

28, The Convention then adjourned, the closing prayer
being offered by W. D. Nowlin, Kentucky.

WEDNESDAY —Evening Session

29. At 8:30 o'clock the Convention reassembled, I'resi-
dent Gambrell in the chair. G. W. MeCall, Texas, read
Matthew 6: 1-15 and led in prayer. The praise service
inclnded two songs by a group of Choctaw Indians, mem-
bers of the Convention from Oklahema.

20. The Annual Bermon was preached by the appointee,
W. H. Geistweit, Missouri. Text: “Thy Kingdom Come:
Thy will be done” (Matt. 6: 6). At the close of the ser-
mon the Convention joined in singing, “Where He Leads
Me I Will Follow™ and “America.”

31. The following committee was announced :

On Foreign Board Report.—R. E. Burt, Texas: C. A Stakely,
Alabama; J. K. Hobbs, Arkansas; J. 8. Hardaway, Georgia; G.
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W. Danberry, Illinois; George E. Hays, Kentucky; B. P. Robert-
son, Louisiana; W. H. Baylor, Maryland; H. M. Harrls, Missis-
sippi: L. M. Proctor, Missouri; E. B. Atwood, New MeXxico, Wes-
ton Bruner, North Carolina; Andrew Potter, Oklahoma; Z. T.
Cody, South Carolina; R. M. Inlow, Tennessee; W. W. Hamilton,
Virginia.

32. The Eleventh Annual Report of the Laymen’s Mis-
sionary Movement was presented by the General Secre-
tary, J. T. Henderson, Tennessee, and it was referred to the
Committee on Laymen's work.

ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE OF THE LAYMEN'S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT
OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

It is fitting that this report should open with a brief tribute
to the memory of three most useful laymen, closely identified
with this Movement, who have passed away during the year.

Dr. Livius Lankford, a skilled surgeon, Chairman of the Vir-
ginla Executive Committee of the Laymen's Missionary Move-
ment and an ex-officio member of this Commitiee, was summoned
suddenly in the midst of his usefulness. His life was an inspira-
tion to his friends, his generosity abounding, hiz faith invineible
and his service unceasing. In the press of a most busy profes-
sional life, he found opportunity to deliver stirring addresses on
Stewardship in all parts of Virginia.

H. Z. Duke, of Dallas, a member fo the Texas Committee, was
a most loyal and effective advocate of this Movement; in his
addresses on Stewardship, so mightily re-enforced by his ex-
ample, he made a great impression on Southern Baptists.

In the earning of money and in the investment of life and
substance, he sought to do the will of God. During the last
vear and a half of his active life, he made one hundred and
thirty addresses in a dozen states, counted it a privilege to pay
his own expenses, and was marvelously blessed in this service,
and prospered in his business.

He had a passion for soul winning: he was winsome in per-
sonal approach, simple vet foreible in public appeal, and had
unwavering trust in God; scores of redeemed souls will arise
to call him blessed.

Judge J. T. Cowling, of Arkansas, was an active member of
the Laymen's Committee in his own state and loyal to every
cnlerprise of the Kingdom. He was a lawyer and jurist of recog-
nized ability, but the Lord's work held first place in all his plans.
lie was stricken down at the zenith of his uzefulneszs. “How
unsearchable are his judgments and his ways past finding out.”
There are some here today who felt the thrill of that matchless
address on Christianity and Citizenship delivered by Judge Cowl-
ing at the Shreveport Convention of Baptist men in the spring
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of 1917. The passing of these valiant soldiers should make a
mighty appeal to strong men who have been inactive, to en-
list and fill up the gaps in the ranks.

Encouraging.

il is gratifying to note that layvmen In growing numbers are
recognizing business as a Kingdom assel and feel called of
God to usze their prosperity and prestige to nwromote the cause
of righteousness. The recent szaying of CGeorge [nnes is having
o hearty response from a goodly company of business men:

“T believe,”” zays Mr. Innes, “just as definitely that a man
can be ecalled to go into business in New York City, St. Louis,
or elsewhere, as that he may be called of God to go as a mis-
sionary to China, and when that business is set up and conse-
crated to the use cof the Kingdom, he is just as fully called of
God as though he had been set aside by the laying on of hands
and sent out as a missionary of Christ. If the providences of
zod that worked in my life and yours are real—and they are
real—God meant that businezs should be a spiritual institution
just as much as the church.”

Our Movement feels called upon to give such sentiments the
greatest pessible publicity and emphasis,

Brief Summary.

A summary of the reports submitted to the monthly meetings
of the Executive Committee indicate that the General Secretary
traveled during the wyear 37,280 miles, made 212 addreszsses on
Stewardship and kindred topies, spoke in 52 churches, conducted
59 conferences, made addresses at 10 men's banquets, personally
assisted in 13 every-member canvasses and furnished sugges-
tions and literature for many others, delivered addresses in Con-
ventionz of Negro Men at Roanoke, Va.; Winston-Salem, N, C.;
and Augusta, Ga.; he also personally assisted in promoting and
condueting Conventions of Baptist Men at Jacksonville and Lalke-
land, Fla.; Knoxville, Tenn.; West Frankfort, Ill.; and Coeburn,
Va.; attended the annual meetings of the following District As-
sociations: Chester, 8. C.; Chilhowie, Neolachucky, and Sweet-
water, Tenn.; Clinch Valley, Concord, Lebanon, Petersburg,
Powell's River, and Strawberry, Va.; vizited the State Conven-
tionz of Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippl, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Texas:; the General Association of Missouri, and
the State Association of Illinois,

Literature,

Your Committee iz glad to report that it has evidence of a
larger reading of “Home and Foreign Fields” than formerly, and
an inecreasing demand for tracts on Stewardship and the Every-
Member Canvass.

We again make grateful acknowledgment of an appropriation
by the Sunday School Board to assist in the publication of 1it-
erature. The advocates of the Movement always stress the im-
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portance and necessity of a larger reading of our denominational
state papers by the laymen. Too many of us laymen have both
a heart and head trouble: the heart is eold and the head empty;
this religious literature helps to warm the one and fill the other.
Mississippi is seeking to promote missionary intelligence and the
Bible doctrine of Stewardship through the use of tracts in the
Men's Bible classes.

The Pastor.

Our Movement does not lose an opportunity to siress loyalty
to the pastor; this includes more generous financial support and
a praverful and loyal codperation with him in all his policies,
as the rightful leader. Such sympathetic support greatly in-
gpirits the pastor; he can study with more vigor, pray with more
fervor and preach with more power. Shame on any layman
that is not true to his pastor! The pastor iz not only the great-
est moral and spiriiual force in the community, but is the great-
est money-maker—for others. DMore than any other man, he
creates conditions that make for commercial prosperity. Sim-
ple justice demands that we take good care of him.

Conventions.

Your Committee has a growing conviction of the wvalue of
Men's Conventions; in these meetings, laymen are put forward,
made fo feel a new sense of personal responsibility and have
opportunity to exprezs themselves freely. They are also mightily
influenced by the addresses on Stewardship and Missionary top-
ics that are delivered by experts in a most practical and thrilling
way. Many prosperous men bear testimony to the fact that their
first serious econviction along missionary lines and the obliga-
tion of Christian Stewardship came as some earnest Christian
layman recounted his experience or some inspirational speaker
made a mighty address,

In the district conventions held during the past year, a num-
ber of strong men made their first effort at public speaking and
were gquickened in their own religious interest and activity as
a result, Men were discovered both by themselves and others.

In one of these Conventions, every speaker was a layman; it
is perhaps the wisest policy, however, to call these meetings
Men’s Conventions, and to have both preachers and laymen on
the program. Let them learn the lesson of mutual helpfolness
and codperation.

Aszsociational Enlistment.

Some most gratifying reports of effective enlistment work by
laymen have been received during the year. Two laymen visited
twenty-six churches in their association and made talks on Stew-
ardship and better organization. Another layman made a cam-
paign of his association, advocating the Every-Member Canvass
and systematic giving. Laymen may be of great help to the
enlistment men and should be glad to coiiperate most heartily.
This opens up a fruitful field; it will mean the development of
the laymen as well as the enlistment of the churches,
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Men's Unions.

A number of Men's Unions have been organized during the
year on the plan suggested by this Committee; the attention of
pastors is invited to the simple method of organization outlined
in the folder that iz publizhed by the Laymen's Missionary Move-
ment.

State Committees.

Most of the states in the Convention now have good Executive
Committees with a gzealous and active layman as chairman.
While these men have pressing business obligations, in many
cases they have been of great service by sending out appeals
to men through the press, by personal letter and by campaign
work. This service is usually without expense to the Boards.

At a recent meeting of a state committee, eighteen men, rep-
resenting all portions of the state, were present, gave stimulat-
ing reports of work done and formulated a program for the year
that should bring good returns.

Emergency Band.

While a comparatively few laymen assisted actively in pro-
moting this cause during the year, the membership has been
multiplied four-fold; the first call resulted in securing the 36,000
regquested a yvear ago by this Convention for the relief of the Boys'
Academy at Fukuoka, Japan, and £1,331.54 has been provided for
the work of the Home Board among the soldiers. The extra ex-
pense of $125.00 incurred was also paid by the Band.

The contributions to this fund by states are as follows:

Alabama .......00.0 2 536.00 Missourf ........0vu. 95.00
ATKansas ........... G000 New Mexico ........ T0.(1)
Gl 1 [ i 15,00 North Carolina ..... 205.00
QEOrRIE . onvws ronmnn 605.00 Oklahoma .......... 70.00
Illinois ............. 160.44 South Carolina ..... 5%3.54
Kentucky ........... 927 .50 Tennesses .......... 1,461.00
Louisiana .......... 625.00 TEEAS wunyviets s onds 480.00
Maryland .. ..o 80.00 Viremia: oo 1,198.00
California .......... 5.00 ————
Misgissippi ......... 250.00 Total ........... 27.461.34

This fund iz regarded incidenfal and ertra; it does not seem
to have detracted from the regular gifts, but, on the contrary,
to have enlarged the gifts and increased the givers.

Recommendations.

First, your Committee would recommend that effort be made
to enlarge the Emergency Band indefinitely, that the funds pass
through the hands of the church treasurer and that the call be
made about May 1st, after the Home and Foreign Mission came-
paign is over.
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Second, Whereas, one of the chief hindrances to the progress
of the gospel is the fact that the majority of Christian men do !_:lDt
fully recognize and observe the Bihle doctrine of Stewardship,

BE IT RESOLVED:

(1) That a Stewardship Campaign be conducted throughout
the South next year;

(2) That this Executive Committee, working through state
and associational committees of laymen, invite the codperation .
of pastors, secretaries, enlistment men, Women's Missionary
Unions and Baptizst Young People's Unions in a thorough or-
ganization by associations for this campaign;

(3) That the scriptural doctrine of stewardship be presented
as far as practicable to all the churches of the South through
sermons, addresses and literature; that laymen who have made
a worthy record as stewards be used as largely as possible in
this campaign, inasmuch ag they can reach business men more
effectually than other agencies;

(4) That the definite objective for the year shall be to get
at least one-tenth of Southern Baptists committed to the poliey
of giving systematically at least one-tenth of their income for
the support of God's cause, that our slogan be, “A tenth com-
mitted to the tenth;

(5) That in suggesting this minimum standard, we recognize
that it is only an expression of the truth that all belongs to God,
and that Paul says concerning giving, “See that ye abound in
this grace also;”

(6) That we the more confidently urge this policy because
the results of thus honoring God have always been most grati-
fying, both enriching the giver and the Kingdom.

A tenth of Southern Baptists conseclentiously giving not less
than the tenth would mean an income of at least ten million
dollars; add to this the offering of the other 90 per cent, and
we would perhaps have a sum adequate to all our needs,

Third, we would recommend that early as practicable next
spring a Convention of Baptist men be held in every state in the
Convention territory as a means of creating larger interest in
all the enterprises we foster. We would advise the appoint-
ment of a large and representative Executive Committee of ac-
tive laymen in each state by the Convention or General Associa-
tion of that state, one of whose chief duties shall be to give the
Convention in his state the largest possible publicity through-
put his section and to secure a good representation at this meet-
ing.

Your Committee would urge that pastors, secretaries, and en-
listment men coiperate with the laymen in making these Con-
ventionz as effective as possible.

Respectfully submitied,

J. T. HENDERSON, General Secretary,

J. H ANDERSON, Chairman.
May 15, 1918.
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Treasurer's Report,

May 1, 1918.
Receipts.

Balance on hand at last report ....... ... ... ... . ... § 18.48
From Home Misgion Board........... i sannans 1.918.00
From Foreign Mission Board .............. ..o oooe.. 2.877.00
From Sunday School Board for Printing .............. 92.40
From Gifts through J. T. H. ...c.iviviiiiiininnns 67.48

Total Receipts ........ P W £4,973.36

Disbursements.

Salary of General Secretary .....ovviviinnnn. R $3,200,00
Traveling Expenses of General Secrefary .............. 639.63
BT - T 189.00
PRIAGINE i ss e i i el el e 246.65
BEOETRDIeT ol e e B T A RN R 342.50
N I s o e e A R A 120.00
Telephone .« ovwwsivis v R R e R O T 25.55
P. 0. Box Bent ......u4a e SRR i 6 A 3.00
Supplies for Typewrifer ...ttt eianaaeans 4.50

d T - ) e s P LT e R e e o $4,770.83
Balatee-0n hand: s e L el e e § 20253

Respectifully submitted,
A, I, SyirH, Treasurer.

33. The Report of the Woman's Missionary Union was
presented by Prince E. Burroughs, Tennessee, as follows,
and the same was referred to the Committee on Woman's
Work :

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION
TO THE SOUTHERM BAPTIST CONVENTION,
MAY 1, 1917, TO MAY 1, 1918,

“Primrose Day" was observed on April 20, at which time yel-
low primroses were sold by willing-hearted girls for the benefit
of the blinded soldiers and =zailors. It was a cause which made
its double appeal and many were those who purchased the prim-
rose and wore it on their coat that Saturday. -One of those thus
wearing it was a woman who had pinned it over her heart, side
by side with a service flazg which bore two stars. “For sure she
would wear the primrosge,” came involuntarily to one’s mind when
the serviee flag was seen. *“Where thy treasure is, there will
thy heart be also.” Thus it is that, side by side with the heart-
interest in missions of the Woman's Missionary Union, may be
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placed its financial gifts but, though the latter are in the mil-
lions, they are small like the price of the primrose compared
to the zerviece flag which Union members have with their very
own life blood been weaving during the thirty years of its his-
tory.

In conjugal relationships the thirtieth year is called the “Pearl
Anniversary” and is considered a decidedly choice oceasion. It
is, therefore, with pardonable pride that the Woman's Missionary
Union announces its “Pearl Anniversary.” A W. M. U. member
onece showed to her admiring friend a string of exquiszite pearls
which her husband had given to her on the thirtieth anniversary
of their wedding., “We could not afford large pearls but we did
want genuine ones, so the jeweler persuaded us to zet seed
pearls.,” Tiny indeed were they, but each was a joy to behold
in its richness. As our Union shall this vear display the string
of pearls which through the thirty years its members have given
to the cause of missions, there will be few large ones, but many,
oh, so many, emall ones. God grant that each of them may in his
merciful sight be genuine as the seed pearls and may he use
them to help the world to find the “Pearl of Great Price.”

During these thirty years the Union has grown from about
1,500 societies to much over 15,000, These societies were at first
confined largely to the women and little children, but in the
intervening yvears there have developed regularly organized soci-
eties for the young women and for the boys and girls. Thus
it iz that for several years the Union has promoted the W. M. U.
Graded System, urging its use in all the churches. This vear
eleven states report a total of 169 churches which maintain this
system.

Throughout its history, the Union has truly emphasized the
necessily for the systematic study of missions. In the process of
time it was able to publish its own magazine., This is now an
illustrated monthly, known as Royal Service, with a subscription
list of about 27,000. Regular programs are there given for each
branch of the graded system and fourteen of the states report
that their societies use the programs with marked fidelity. Three
other states say many, if not all of their societies, use them.
Popular also with many of the societies is the monthly program
given in Home and Foreign Fields, Tt is gratifying to know that
a very large number of this magazine's subseribers are W. M. U.
members, for it is thoroughly missionary and has been invalu-
able each month because of its many articles bearing upon our
program for the given month,

An outgrowth in many respects of the monthly program is the
mission study class. The Union's standard of execellence maukes
it necessary for each honor society, except among the tiny chil-
dren, to hold at least one mission study class during the year.
Owver 2,800 zuch classes are reported this year as the total from
fourteen states. 1If is perhaps safe to say that about as many
home mission books are studied as foreign mission ones,

Perhaps equally popular with the societies iz the definite study
of the missionary teachings of the Bible. Many of the sorieties
are divided into smaller groups, called circles, and frequently the
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Bible study as well as that of the mission text book takes place
at the circle meetings. Through such cireles, as well as in the
societies as a whole, there has been much study during the past
vear of the "Manual of W. M. U. Methods." This book was com-
piled last summer at the Baltimore office of the Woman's DMis-
gionary Union and was published in an attractive study-book
form by the Sunday School Board., The sales have been alto-
gether gratifying to that Board.

Another very distinet means of missionary education has come
through the leaflet and kindred publications, The W. M. U. Lit-
erature Department, with its headquarters in the Baltimore office,
acts as the clearing-house for the best literature which our mem-
bers may desire fo purchase for use with their programs and
for speecial oceasions. It is this department which sells the
organization pins and publishes Royal Service and also the Mis-
gionary Calendar of Prayver for Southern Baptists. Sinee the
beginning of 1918, the calendar has been incorporated each month
in Royal Service and a similar poliey will doubtless be adopted
for 1919,

In addition to this priced literature much free literature is
dlgtrihuteﬂ through the state W. M. U. headquarters., It was our
privilege during the past year to distribute over 336,000 free
copies of leaflets and programs. The subject matter for many of
these was the loving, free-will gift of our women missionaries
at home and abroad and of other W. M. U. workers. The chief
use to which they were put was as helps in the observance of
the January and March Weeks of Prayer for World-Wide and
Home Missions, respectively, The extreme cold of January made
it difficult for many meetings to be held then, and yet fourteen
states report nearly 4,000 societies as observing all or a part of
the January Week of Prayer. Twelve states have a total of over
2,700 societies which observed the week in March.

The eost of supplying the free literature mentioned above was
borne out of the Union's budget for the vear as were alzo all the
other expenses of the Baltimore office. The budeget was §14,400,
which was less than 3% per cent of the amounts contributed by
the Union during the year 1916-17 to the Foreign, Home and
Sunday School Boards. It is gratifying to report that we have
kept well within the budget.

As usual the Union has been in close touch during the year
with the women home and foreign missionaries. This is done
through a general letter to each of them and then through more
or less personal letters written to them by members of the com-
mittee in Baltimore. To each of them Royal Service is sent com-
plimentary. Many of them write of its joy to them personally
and its use, with adaptations, in their various meetings for the
women and young people. Many of them are also thoughtful
enough to send articles for publication in the magazine or in
Home and Foreign Fields.

From their ranks four of these workers in China have “Gone
into the West" during the past year. Truly will the work in
China and our hearts miss them. They were: Mrs. P. H. An-
derson, Mrs. R. E. Chambers, Miss E. B. Thompson and Mra.






