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CONSTITUTION

The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and other
religious Imﬂt‘ég of the Baptist denomination in various parts of
the United States, met in Augusta, Georgia, for the purpose of
earrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our constituents
by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and directing the
energies of the denomination for the propagation of the gospel,
adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as amended
from time to time, are as follows:

Artiele I.  This body shall be styled the “Southern Baptist
Convention.”

Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote
foreign and domestie mizsions, and other important objects con-
nected with the Redeemer's Kingdom, and to combine for this
purpose such portions of the Baptist denomination in the United
States as may desire a general organization for Christian be-
nevolence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal
rights of the churches.

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of messengers who
contribute funds, or are elected by Baptist bodies contributing
funds for the regular work of the Convention, on the baszis of
one messenger for every $250 actually paid into the treasuries
of the Boards during the fiscal vear ending the thirtieth day of
April next preceding the meeting of the Convention: (2) of one
representative from each of the District Associations which co-
operate with this Convention, provided that suech representative
be formally elected at the annual meeting of his Distriet Asgzocia-
tion, and the election certified to the Secretaries of the Conwven-
tion, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes.

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall he a President,
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall, in event
of the death or disability of the Treasurer, act as such officer,
and two Secretaries, who shall be elected at each annual meeting,
and hold their offices until a new election; and the officers of the
Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of the
several Boards.

Art. V. The Convention shall eleet at each annual meeting as
many Boards of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary
for carrying out the benevolent objects it may determine to pro-
mote—all of which Boards may continue in office until a new
election. Each of these Boards shall consist of eighteen members
residing at or near the locality of the Board, and of one member
for each State coUperating with the Convention. Seven members
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CONSTITUTION, 11

shall constitule a quorum for the transaction of business. Each
Board s}m_l] ¢leet its own President, Recording Secretary, Treas-
urer, Auditor, additional Secretaries and such other officers and
employes as it may deem necessary for the efficient conduet of
its work and business, except that the Corresponding Secretary
of each anrd shall be elected by the Convention itself as herein-
after provided, and this Secretary may be named by the Board as
1ts Treasurer if deemed advisable. The compensation of its offi-
cers and employes ghall be fixed by each Board, but no salaried
officer or employe of any Board may be a member thereof. To
e:ach Board shall be committed, during the recess of the Conven-
tion, the entire management of all the affairs relative to the
objects with whose interests it shall be charged; all of which
management shall be in striet accordance with the constitutional
provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other instroe-
tions as may be given from time to time. Each Board shall be
authorized to enaect its own By-Laws, and to fill any vacancy
oceurring in itz membership or in the office of Corresponding
secretary between the meetings of the Convention.

Art. VI. At each annual meeting the Convention shall elect
for each Board as its execufive officer a Corresponding Secretary,
who shall be responsible to the Board during the interval of the
meetings of the Convention and may for any necessary cause
and by a two-thirds vote of all the members (resident and State)
be removed from office by the Board. In case of his remowval,
resignation or death, the Board is authorized Lo elect an Acting
Secretary to serve until the next meeting of the Convention, The
duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be in general terms
such as recognized custom devolves upon executive officers of
this kind, with such other dutiezs as the Board may prescribe,
The management of business shall be subject alwavs to the
authority and approval of the Board, with ultimate reference to
the Convention itzelf.

Art. VII. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account
for all moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all re-
ceipts and disbursements, and make report of them to the Con-
vention whenever it shall be in session, and to his Board as
often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties
of his office, give competent security ito the President of the
Board for all the stocks and funds committed to his ecare. His
books shall always be open Lo the inspection of members of the
Board and of the Convention. He shall not pay out money from
the Treasury except under such orders and safeguards as the
Board may enact for the proper conduet of its financial affairs.

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards
shall keep a fair record of their proceedings, and of such other
documents as may be committed to them for the purposze.

Art. IX. All the officers, Boards, missionaries, and agents ap-
pointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, shall be
members of some regular church in union with the churches
composing this Convention.

Art. X, DMiszionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this
Convention must, previous to their appointment, furnish evi-
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dence of genuine piety, fervent zeal in their Master's cause, and
talents which fit them for the service for which they offer them-
selves,

Art. XI. The bodies and individuals composing this Conven-
tion shall have the right to specify the object or objects to which
their contributions shall be applied. But when no sue}_i speﬂlﬁ'
cation is made, the Convention will make the appropriation at
its own discretion.

Art. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually,
bui extra meetings may be called by the President, with the
approbation of any of the Boards of Managers. A majority of the
attending delegatez shall not be necessary to make a quorum for
the transaction of business. The President, or in the event of
his death, any of the Vice-Presidents, of the Convention, may, at
the request of two of its Boards, change the time and the place
of meeting of this Convention, when it may be deemed by him
inexpedient to convene at the time or place appointed.

Art. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may
be made in these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members
prezent when the vote iz taken without regard to total enrollment
al any annual meeting of the Convention, provided no amendment
may be considered after the second day of the Convention.

BY-LAWS

In order to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, the
following By-Laws are adopted for the government of the Con-
vention:

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Convention
to be present at the place of meeting at least one day in ad-
vance of the annual seszions for the purpose of enrolling the
members of the Convention who shall present themselves with
proper evidence of their right to be enrolled; and this enroll-
ment shall be recognized as constituting the Convention. The
Secretaries are authorized to add the names of aceredited mes-
sengers who arrive later than the opening day. In ecase of any
question arising as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Com-
mittee on Credentials shall be raised, to which all pertinent
matters shall be referred, and report be made to the Convention
It shall be the duty of the Secretaries within thirty days after
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the annual meeting of the Convention to notify all members of
standing committees of their appointment, and to inform chair-
men of such committees of their appointment as chairmen.

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall be those laid
down in Mell's “Manual of Parliamentary Practice,” and Ker-
foot's “Parliamentary Law,” but in cases where these authori-
ties differ, or for which they do not provide, the President shall
exercise his diseretion, subject to appeal to the Convention.

3. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Con-
vention shall be elected by ballot: provided, however, that when
there is only one nomination for any office, the Seeretary or any
one designated for the purpose, if there be no objection, may he
instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention.

4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination for an
office of the Convention shall be limited to one speech of nomi-
nation, and one speech seconding the nomination; also, addresses
and responses of welcome shall be limited to one address of not
more than fifteen minutes in length, and one response of not
more than ten minutes.

5. Unless otherwise ordered by zpecial action and as soon as
possible after organization the four Vice-Presidents elected by the
Convention and five other brethren, appointed by the Preszident,
shall constitute a Committee on Committees, whose duty it shall
be to appoint the following committess: (1) On Order of Busi-
ness; (2) on Religious Services; (2) on Nominations of Trustees
of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; (4) on Nomina-
tions of the Boards and Standing Committees of the Convention;
(5) on Arrangements for the Next Meeting; (6) on Woman's
Work Auxiliary to the Convention; and, (7) unless otherwise
provided, such other committees, customary or new, as the Con-
vention may direct. Provided, that no one shall be appointed as
a member of more than one committee at any one session of the
Convention, except for special reasons, and no one shall be ap-
pointed on the same committee for two successive vears, except
for special reasons.

6. There shall be chosen an Executfive Committee composed of
the President and Secretary of the Convention, one member from
each of the Boards of the Convention, and one additional member
from each State represented in the Convention. The President
and Secretary of the Convention shall be ex-officio Chairman and
Secretary of the Committee; the members from the Boards shall
he elected by the Boards, and the members from the States shall
be elected by the Convention and have no official connection with
the Convention or any of its agencies. Its duties and functions
shall be as follows: (1) To act for the Convention during the
interim of its meetings on matters not otherwise provided for in
itz plans of work; (2) To have oversight of arrangements for
the meeting of the Convention with authority to change, if neces-
gsary, the time and place of meeting; (3) To aect in an advisory
way on matters of policy and coidperation arising between the
Boards of the Convention; (4) To hold meetings at such times
and places as it may select, the necessary expenses of such meet-
ings to be a charge equally divided among the Boards of the
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Convention: (5) To make report of its proceedings and recelve
instructions at each annual meeting of the Convention. _'TLh_E
committee shall have no further duties except as other things
may be committed to it by the Convention itself.

7. The Boards of the Convention elected under :&r_tlcle YV of
the Constitution shall be as follows: The Foreign Mission Board,
located at Richmond, Va.; the Home Mission Board, at Atlanta,
Ga,; the Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn.; the Relief
and Annuity Board, at Dallas, Tex.; the Education Board, at
Birmingham, Ala. The following shall be Standing C-nmmitte%s
of the Convention: The Executive Committee; on the Laymen's
Movement: on Temperance and Social Service; and the Sur}day
School Lessons Committee. It is made the duty of the Committee
on Nominations at each session to name for election the members
of these Boards and Committees.

8. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the
closest possible conneetion with the State Boards, where such
exist, In such a way as shall be mutually agreeable, and in other
cases to secure such agency as each of the Boards may deem best,
in both cases providing for the necessary expenses ineurred.

9, The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention are in-
structed to secure freguent distribution of information relating
to their work by means of newspapers, tracts, leaflets and other-
wige, az may be found expedient among our people.

10. Either applause or dissent on the floor of the Convention
iz out of order, and it shall be the duty of the presiding officer
promptly to suppress all such demonstrations.

11, The Committee on Order of Business, az provided for in
By-Law 5 (1), shall act a= a standing committee and suggest an
order of business for the next meeting of the Conventlon. In so
providing, this committee shall have due regard to the customary
practices and precedents of the Convention in arranging for the
orderly and efficient conduect of its business and discussion of its
work.

12, The Boards and other Special Committees dealing with
matters of general importance and interest shall be desired to
have in the hands of the Secretaries of the Convention at least
one week in advanee, coples of their reports to be submitted
at the approaching Convention, to be used by them in preparing
data for the Associated Press in accordance with their reqgnire-
ments, in order that the work of the Convention may bhe given
due and becoming publicity; and the President shall appoint
annually a member of this Convention, whose duty it shall be
to coOperate with the representatives of the secular press in
furnishing intelligent, accurate and ecreditable reports at this
Convention while it is in session, and that he be allowed $100
annually for such services.

13. The By-Laws may be altered ai any time by a majority

vote, except on the last day of the Convention.
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ATLANTA, GEORGIA, May 14, 1919,

10 s in the City Auditorium and was called to
order by J. B. Gambrell, Texas, President of the
previous Convention.

2. Led by Robert H. Coleman, Texas, the Convention
joined in singing “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.”
Further devotional exercises were conducted by C. C. Cole-
man, South Carolina, who read Phil. 1: 1-12 and led in
prayer.

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION met at

3. The Secretary read the following report, which was
adopted:

We find that according to Article III of the Constitution a total
of 9,250 messengers are entitled to seats in this Convention, &,643
on the financial basis and 407 associational representatives.

Complying with Section 1 of the By-Laws, we began enrolling
members of the Convention Monday evening, May 12. At the
hour for the opening of the Convention the enrollment had
reached 2,571,

While this enrollment constituteg the Convention, we recom-
mend that, pending their registration, messengers who arrived
too late to be enrolled be recognized as members of the Conven-
tiom,

And while we are authorized to add the names of accredited
messengers who arrive later than the opening day, we earnestly
request that they register as soon as possible during recess in
order that we may speedily and accurately compile the Roll of
Representatives for insertion in the Convention Annual.

4. The organization of the body being in order, W, D.
Upshaw, Georgia, nominated J. B. Gambrell, Texas, for
(15)
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President. There being no further nominations, the Secre:
tary was instructed to cast the ballot of the body, the ‘L-'D.T.E
being taken with Livingston Johnson, North (Carolina, 1n
the chair.

5. For the Vice-Presidency of the Convention, J. E.
Byrd, Mississippi, nominated John L. Johnson, Missis-
sippi; A. C. Cree, Georgia, nominated John 1. Mell,
Georgia; J. R, Hobbs, Alabama, nominated R. F. Manly,
Alabﬁmﬂ; W. E. Pettus, Alabama, nominated G. C. Sav-
age, Tennessee; whereupon nominations were, on motion,
closed and by unanimous vote the Secretary was in-
structed to cast the ballot of the Convention for the breth-
ren named.

6. The election of Recording Secretaries being next in
order, the following were nominated: .J. Henry Burnett,
Georgia, by F. F. Gibson, Virginia; Hight C. Moore, Ten-
nessee, by J. W. Porter, Kentucky; W. M. Gilmore, North
Carolina, by R. L. Motley, Kentucky; B. I). Ragsdale,
Georgia, by John E. White, South Carolina; I. J. White,
Texas, by Powhatan James, Virginia; and on motion of
J.C. C. Dunford, South Carolina, nominations were closed.

On motion of Lansing Burrows, Georgia, the ballot of
the Convention was cast by Robert H. Coleman, Texas, for
Hight C. Moore, Tennessee, ag one of the Secretaries of
the Convention.

To ascertain the choice of the body for the other Secre-
tary, Preston Blake, Virginia, and several other brethren
in various parts of the Auditorium were appointed tellers.
It was voted that the nominee receiving the highest num-
ber of votes be declared the choice of the bhody.

7. On motion of Walker Dunson, Georgia, George W.
Norton, Kentucky, was elected Treasurer of the Conven-
tion, the Becretary casting the ballot for the body.

8. On motion of 8, A, Smith, Louisiana, the Secretary
cast the ballot of the Convention for W. P. Harvey, Ken-
tucky, for Auditor of the Convention.
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9. Welcome to Atlanta was extended by Henry Alford
Porter, pastor Second Baptist Church. Response on be-

half of the Convention was made by C. C. Carroll, Lou-
isiana,

10. The President then addressed the Convention, the
chair being occupied by Viece-President Johnson. J. W,
Porter, Kentucky, moved that a committee consisting of
one from each State represented in this Convention be ap-
pointed by the Chair and the Vice-Presidents to whom the
paper read by our President be referred, and that all the
questions raised by this message be referred to said com-
mittee ; and the motion was adopted.

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT GAMBRELL.

Brethren and Sisters of the Convention: We assemble today
under solemn but inspiring circumstances. A year ago we met
with a dense war cloud over us and the world. All minds were
turned then to the very urgent task of earing for the things of
that tragic hour. Baptists have always been patrictic. In the
world's most trying hour, it is pleasant to reflect that this Con-
vention and our people stood firm for those principles and meas-
ures necessary for the world's deliverance from tyranny into a
higher civilization. Baptiste are the friends of liberty, both civil
and religious, the world over., Their inner principles make them
50, and thev can't help it, unless they abandon their fundamental
beliefs. Individualistic and democratie, both in religious and
civil matters, overlords, either in religion or eivil government,
have to Baptists an ill favor. Our honored brother, Lloyd George,
Premier of England, sensed the soul of the titanie conflict when
he gaid to ex-Presldent Coleman, of the Northern Baptist Conven-
tion that the great war was, at the bottom, for Baptist principles.
He meant for the common rights of man. Baptists did nof orig-
inate their principles. They were taught them by that Quiet Man
of Galilee, who wag given to this dark world for a witness, a
leader, and a commander of the people, the light of men, the
light of the world, and this blundering world's Master Statesman,
- The triumph of the rights of humanity by the defeat of the
Central Powers in the war, brings the world to the dawn of a
new era in eivilization. The hoary autocracies, which for many
centuries have oppressed countless millions of the race, have
fallen. WVast masses of mankind have been penetrated to a de-
gree by liberal views and sentiments. The attentive ear can
hear from every part of the world voices calling to us, “Come
over and help us.” This Convention sits in eouncil today to
devise ways and means to meet the solemn responsibilities of
this challenging hour. We are called, in an unusual way, to be
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considerate, serious, and prayerful. We need the wisdom that
comes from above. No human wisdom will suffice.

A year ago, this Convention, deeply interested for the success
of the war, and not less interested for the souls of the soldiers,
who were to offer their lives to redeem the world from a scien-
tific barbarism, delivered itself very guardedly on matters affect.
ing the war. Many of us, in view of the religious war policies of
the Government, said less than we felt the extraordinary condi-
tions fairly justified. The war is now over, and some things
ought to be said, in the spirit of Christian frankness, for the good
of the country and in the interest of Christianity itself. Measur-
ing my words and confining them within the limits of well-
ascertained facts, the following statement is solemnly made: The
religious war work policy of the Government was framed in a
way to make of none effect the religious rights of a vast majority
of the civilian population of our country and of the rights of a
great majority of the soldiers in the army. It was framed in
violation of the natural right of free Americans, and in opposi-
tion to the Constitution of the United States, the first amend-
ment to which says: “Congress shall make no laws respecting
an esgtablishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” Many Baptists have suffered fines, imprisonments,
scourgings, and martyrdoms for religious freedom. This dearest
franchise of a great patriotie religious communion; indeed, sev-
e€ral communions, was taken from us while we were sending our
sons afar to die for the freedom of mankind. If Congress can
make no “laws respecting an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof,”” who can? The War Depart-
ment did. It did it with an open avowal of its wish and purpose,
admirable for candor, but bad alike in principle and policy. The
Secretary in charge of that department avowed the policy of his
department in these words: “The whole desire of the depart-
ment iz in the interest of breaking down rather than emphasizing
denominational distinetionz.” The department had no business
with a desire one way or another. On this un-American, uncon-
gtitutional, whimsical notion, the religious war work was planned
and carried out, except where Catholics were involved. Their
rights were everywhere respected and their interests carefully
conserved. All non-Catholic Christian denominations were for-
bidden the camps, except for the period camp pastors were
allowed, and these were soon eliminated in pursuance of the
general plan. The result was, that in the most crucial hour in
the world’s history, the hour of the greatest evangelistic oppor-
tunity, the hour when the men in the camps most needed the
strength of God in their hearts, the great evangelical denomina-
tions of America, which had made the moral fiber of the Nation,
were forbidden as such to minister to thelr people. At the same
time the Catholic communion, essentially autocratic, was given
place in the camps and the moral power of the Government put
behind it to boost its interests.

A joint commission from this Convention and the Northern
Baptist Convention waited on the Third Assistant Secretary of
War in Washington in the interest of a larger opportunity for
Baptists and other denominations for serving in the camps. The
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immediate cause of the visit, the appeal, and the protest, was the
order removing camp pastors. We were received with courtesy,
but told that there was not the slightest intention of changng
the order. There was some softening of expressions later, but
the door to opportunity was held closed, and is yet closed to all
denominations except Catholics.

It is known generally that the Government created great muni-
tion centers into which it invited tens of thousands of the people
to work., In these centers, though Catholics were in many Cases
a small part of the whole population, the Government planned to
build Catholic meeting-houses: while Baptists, Methodists, Pres-
byterians, and others were not allowed to build their own houses
in the places, A miscalled “Liberty” church was proposed for
all non-Catholics. This was only an extension of the general
plan to break down the non-Catholic denominations, while para-
mounting that antoeratic hierarchy.

The plan was also expressed in the agreement of the Depart-
ment with the Young Men's Christian Association, aceording to
which agreement, that social-serving organization was to encour-
age nothing denominational in the eamps. Your speaker believes
the ¥Y.M.C. A. ought to have a large place in the camps as a
social organization; but it is fair to the whole situation to say,
that it did not and could not represent the Baptists and other
denominations, Its very genius forbade it. PFew serious-minded
church members will believe any social organization capable of
acting for churches in the deep, solemn things of religion. And
by itz agreement with the Deparitment it eould not represent the
denominations. The plain fact iz, the Baptizfs and other great
non-Catholic communions were not allowed to serve their people
in their time of greatest need. In saying this, I challenge no
one’s motive, but state simple facts,

It has been found impossible to impress men high in govern-
mental eireles that under our Constitution the Government in no
way funciions in religion. [ts sole relation to religion is to pro-
tect every citizen in his right to worship according to the dictates
of his own conscience or not to worship at all, if he so eleets.
The proper limit of governmental interference in the army is to
protect the order and discipline of the camps and leave religion
free. All regulations should be fair to all religions orders. We
have not yvet come to the day when we need a department of
religious control in free America. To say that free religion
within the limits of military order in camps is impossible ig to
say what cannot be shown to be true. In any event, the estab-
lishment of any form of religion anywhere by the Government
contravenes the Constitution and iz an outrage on the spirit of
our free institutions.

The facts have been briefly stated. They are stated mildly:
but they reveal a serious drift in governmental circles, The rEm’.
edy is publicity and an appeal to public opinion, Baptists may
have to lead. They have always led in the matter of religious
liberty. They can lead. They have a history that will not em-
barrass them, but will rather reinforce them. Thev draw .fmm
the gospel their inspiration. A new indoctrination s called for

[
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The oeccasion has arrived. The Baptists of America are united
on thF‘E issue, 7,000,000 strong.

During the recent past all kindz of winds of doctrine and no
doctrine have been blowing strong, and the air has been loaded
with dust, chaff, and other light, dry things. Well-paid men, paid
in part by Baptist money, have gone hither and thither telling
ug that the old doetrines are no longer suitable for the new age
and that we need a new church. It is well to reflect that winds

Second Daptist Church,

are only hard on light, weak structures; but it will not be amiss
to keep an eye on the fences, for some strong men are very busy
iryving to remove the landmarks, while others raizse the wind and
keep dust in the air. Some things have been removed. What
still remains? God, the Father, remains. Jesus Christ, God's
eternal SBon, our adorable SBaviour, remains, the same yesterday,
today and forever, and remains the only Lord and King in Zion.
The Word of the Lord, that endureth forever, remains. The Holy
Spirit remains to quicken, guide, and help, The immovable foun-
dation upon which Christ’'s churches are built remains. And,
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alas! poor human nature remains. The fundamentals all remaitn.
Only circumstantial things are changed and are changing. The
changing conditions make a large opportunity for service
throughout the disturbed world, which today needs the Gospel of
Christ unmixed with the seeds of Romanism, which through cen-
turies have borne such bitter fruit.

Our illustrious President by his open diplomacy has brought
on a new day in the realm of statesmanship. Lofty conceptions
of human rights have penetrated dense masses of the Old World
and on the ideals of liberty promulgated by the President the
world is to be reconstructed. Good thoughts rule the world when
they have an open field. The new, open diplomacy, along with
the amazing energy, efficiency, and valor of the American army,
brought the war to a quick end, and left America in the first
place in the family of nations. And we can’t shrink up now and
drop out of the first place. America must lead the world along
the upward way. All this falls in well with the free spirit and
message of Baptista, Open diplomacy has its parallelism in free
preaching, and the free discussions of all vital questions, out in
the open daylight before all men, We are a pure democracy,
and democracy demands that everything be done in the open,
and every act of public officials iz a legitimate matter for discus-
sion, out in the country in the little meeting-houses, at the cross-
roads, everywhere,  All the people have more sense than some
of the people. Open discussion will save the Baptist cause in
our schoolz from the dry rot of the dryer critics, and save us
from all sorts of evils incident to unwise denominational leader-
ship. And free, open discussion of the recent invasions of the
religious rights of the people by the Government is the only safe-
guard against that pestiferous tendency in official life to gradu-
ally stiffen & bad precedent into a fixed eustom, equal in force
to a law. We should keep on agitating till the true doctrine of
religions freedom is ingrained afresh in the American mind, In
like manner must we go afield all over the world with the sword
of truth flashing in the sunlight and piercing to the heart of
everything that exalts itself against the zovereignty of Jesus in
the realm of the soul. This must be done in the spirit of love, of
course, but done. Never was there guch a day for the free
preaching of the messages of the divine Word all over the world,
and if we are wise, we will carefully avoid getting =0 close in
with error that we can't swing the sword of truth

To :dellvﬂr my mind at this point, I must say more. We should
not discount the good done by our brethren of other denomina-
tions, not excepting Catholics: bul facing the present world-
situation, we are bound in faithfulness to preach the full truth
covering the whole field of the divine revelation and make
Christ’s program, given in the Great Commission. effective
wherever men live and need the Truth. In so doing we will serve
Christ and all the world in the fullest meazure, '

We stand today with many open doors before us and the inevyi-
table “many adversaries.” Let us gird up our loins and go fur-
ward. Baptists have always flourished by meeting issyes hravely.
It is my deep conviction that this Convention cught to adopt a
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program for work commensurate with the reasonable demands
on us and summon ourselves and our people to a new demonstra-
tion of the value of orthodoxy in free action.

It is, moreover, a conviction as deep as my soul that this Con-
venilon, representing the sentiments and convictions of millions
of Christ’s baptized people, onght to send out to our fellow Bap-
tists everywhere a rallying call to unite to make effective in all
lands the unigue message of Christ and His apostles which we
hold in trust for our brothers in every part of the world, to the
end that humanity may be made free with the freedom where-
with Christ liberates individuals and nations. Only the Truth
can make the world free and safe. Let our brother Paul speak
the fina]l words: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, he ye stead-
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for-
asmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

11. Preston Blake, Virginia, for the tellers reported the
election of J. Henry Burnett, Georgia, as Secretary of the
Convention,

12, The Order of Business was presented by O. L.
Hailey, Texas, chairman of the Commiftee appointed a
year ago, and on his motion the following committees
were authorized:

A Committee to consider whether we can make our an-
nual meetings serve denominational needs more fully; and
if s0, to make recommendations to the present session.

A Committee on Memorial SBervices to have direction of
the publi¢ gervices, arrange for the speakers, ete.

13. A resolution submitted by J. R. Hobbs, Alabama,
was, on motion of 8. A. Smith, Louisiana, referred to the
Committee raised in the resolution offered by J. W. Porter
with instructions to make a declaration with relerence to
Christian union and to bring to the Convention a Bug-
cested Program for World Action.

14. On motion of B. C. Hening, North Carolina, and
by rising vote, the Convention voted unqualified approval
of the address by President Gambrell and ordered the ad-
dress printed in the Annual of the Convention and re-
quested its publication in the papers, instructed the
Boards to publish it in pamphlet form and send one to
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every pastor of the Convention and that a Committee be
appointed to carry a copy to the President of the United
States.

15, The Twenty-eighth Annual Report of the Sunday
School Board was presented by Corresponding Secretary
I. J. Van Ness, Tennessee [Appendix C], and referred to
the Committee on Report of the Sunday School Boeard.

16. The First Aunnual Report of the Board of Minis-
terial Relief and Annuities was presented by Correspond-
ing Secretary William Lunsford, Texas [Appendix D],
and referred to the Committee on Report nf the Board of
Ministerial Relief and Annuities,

17. The Convention then adjourned with prayer by the
President.,

Tabernacle Church.
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WEDNESDAY—Afternoon Session.

18. The Convention reassembled at 3 o'clock, President
Gambrell in the chair. Devotional exerciges were con-
ducted by J. B. Tidwell, Texas, who quoted from Psalin
116, and led in prayer.

19. The Fresident appointed the following Committee
on Committees: V. W, Landrum, Kentucky, Chairman ;
John E. White, SBouth Carolina; 8. J. Porter, Oklahoma
8, E, Tull, Louisiana; W. P. Throgmorton, Illinois; and
the four Vice-Presidents of the Convention.

200 The Beventy-fourth Annual Report of the Home
Migsion Board was presented by Corresponding Secretary
B. D. Gray, Georgia [Appendix B], and it was referred to
the Committee on the Report of the Home Mission Board.

21. The Beventy-fourth Annnal Report of the Foreign
Mission Board was presented by Corresponding Secretary
J. F. Love, Virginia [Appendix A], and referred to the
Committee on the Report of the Foreign Mission Board.

22, The second Annual Report of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Baptist Institute at New Orleans was presented
by John T. Christian, Mississippi, as follows:

THE SECOND ANMNMUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF
THE BEAPTIST EIELE INSTITUTE, OF NEW ORLEANS, LA,
TO THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

It is with unspeakable gratitude to God for His gracious leader-
ship and divine blessings during the past year, that we render to
you this second annual account of our stewardship.

An able faculty were elected and upon October 1, 1918, the first
session of the school was opened under auspicious conditions.
The beginning was full of encouragement. The opening of the
gession was preceded by a most helpful institute of a week's
duration. On the first week there were enrolled seventy-eight
students, representing seven sztates, About one-half of the num-
ber came from the ecity of New Orleans. Altogether, there have
been represented eight states and 118 students. Four of these
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were [talians and eleven were French; the remainder attenf{ed
English classes. For the next session the Department of Spanish
has been added.

The session, however, was attended with unusual difficulties.
On the 8th day of our session we were closed for a perlod of six
weeks, owing to the prevalence of influenza, which more or less
affected the majority of our students. A deep shadow was cast
over the Institute by the home-going of Rev. Joseph Bateman,
one of our brightest and noblest young preachers, who died of
pneumonia following influenza. He leaves a wife and young child
and a host of friends. ;

On November 1 the Governmenf sent a commiitee to New
Orleans to seleet suitable bulldings to be used as a hospital for
convalescent soldiers and sailors from overseas. After a thor-
ough investigation, they unanimously decided that our property
was better adapted to their purpose than any other in the city.
Therefore, the local directors and faculty gladly turned over the
buildings and grounds to the United States Government, and we
began to gearch for new quarters. We were to give possession
November 10, but November 11 something happened—the great-
est armistice in history was signed, and all contracts were sub-
ject to change or cancellation, so the Institute did not really
have to move, hut after four weeks of suspense we were cordially
thanked and permanently released from the contract, to pursue
our work in our own choice environment.

Notwithstanding these and other serious handicaps, the Baptist
Bible Institute has gone forward in a much more satisfactory
manner than could have been expected.  All the first-year classes
have been taught, some of the second year's work has been done,
and many special studies have been pursued. The student body
included perzons of varied eulture, from the college graduate to
the grammar school pupil.

The ztudent activities have been intense in practical Christian
work. Ewery student is required to do a definite Christian work
on an average of not less than one hour a day, and is graded on
the quality of his work in this department as accurately as in
hig studies. Outside of the prescribed work in the churches,
seven missions are manned by the siudents. One church has
been organized and has a student pastor. Much emphasis is
placed upon this depariment of Christian activities. In addition
every student is required, on an average, to do an hour's work
each day additional in the buildings or on the grounds.

The expenses have been reduced to the minimum upon the
coiiperative plan., Board has cost about $3.50 a week: and, in-
cluding fuel and lights, has averaged about $17.50 a month.

In addition to the original purchase of the school property, the
directors have added to it by purchasing the beautiful memorial
chapel, and a splendid residence adjoining the woman's dormi-
tory. These additional buildings cost only $10,000. Their actual
cost was many times this amount. [t is interesting that one of
the buildings was chosen as a $25,000 memorial.

Wwe are grateful to the Education Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention for the recommendation that $500,000 of the
$3.000,000 fund proposed for institutions of Southwide appeal will
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be given to us. With characteristic courage and liberality, Lou-
isiana has already raised cash and subscriptions of more than
$125,000 of this amount, the suggested allotment to Louisiana
Baptisis. The $25,000 from the First Church, Shreveport, and
the individual gift of $25,000 from Brother W. H. Managan, of
East Lake, La., are most liberal and noteworthy: but they do
not surpass in heroism or sacrifice many gifts of smaller amounts,

These gifts of $25,000 enabled each of the donors to select a
memorial building—the Administration bullding and the Chapel
This leaves three of our other buildings open for similar dona-
tions and memorials. Likewize there is an opportunity for the
establishment of a memorial library fund of $25,000 and a gvm-
nasium fund for $10,000,

The cash receipts since the beglnning of the Institution from
all sources for the buildings and grounds have reached the munif-
icent sum of $51,786.55.

In the way of current support, we are deeply grateful to the
Home Mission Board, Sunday School Board, Louisiana State
Board, and the Missisgippi Siate Board, who have made not only
substantial appropriations of money, but have loaned to us some
of their most valuable men and women for this enterprise; and
to the various State Boards and liberal individualz for contribu-
tions. It is with a deep sense of our dependence on God that we
report that we will end this session withount debt. Likewise
through the Students’ Fund every worthy student has been as-
gigted. The coiperation and sympathy of the brotherhood of the
South has been marvelous in our eves.

With confidence we turn to the future. Already the faculty
haz been enlarged by the election of three new professors, and
other additions are in contemplation.

Capitol Avenue Church.
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The ideals of the school are unique. It is co-educational, com-
prehensive, international, and practical. It is the rival of no
school, for it aims to imitate no other. The aim is to make the
educational work mest thorough and its application most prac-
tical. The scope of the school is as broad as Christian aetivities:
its extent is as far-reaching as the human race. It is a child of
Providence. Before its doors were opened for sfudents it had a
property worth a half million dollars: in twelve months after the
property was bought it had money enongh paid in or subscribed
to liguidate all of its indebtedness; and in less than two years '
practically all the states of the South have officially expressed
their intention to render to it substantial sympathy and help.

We are traveling a new road; and there are no examples for
us to imitate. The unit of our endeavor differs from all others.
Bear with us as we journey toward the goal: and pray for us
daily, that we may accomplish the task assigned to us by God
and our brethren.

Joruw T. CHRISTIAN,

Pregident of the Bogrd of Directors of the Baptist Bible Institute,
New Orieans, L.

23, The Twelfth Annunal Report of the Laymen’s Mis-
sionary Movement was presented by the General Secre-
tary, JJ. T. Henderson, Tennessee, as follows:

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE OF THE LAYMEN’'S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT
OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

Your Committee iz glad to report the most fruitful year in the
history of this movement. There ig striking evidence of both a
widening and a deepening of interest among laymen in all sec-
tions of the Sonth. There is an increasing number of Christian
men who are reading our religious papers, are sending for tracts
on stewardship and related topies, are adopting the tenth as a
minimum standard in their giving, and are becoming active in
some form of Christian service,

The Executive Committee,

The Executive Committee has held monthly meetings through-
out the year, has heard with growing interest the monthly reports
of the Secretary regarding the progress of the work in the differ
ent states, and the members of the Committee have taken time
to discuss, in a rather thorough manner, “ways and means” for
the enlargement of this work. One member of the Committee,
an active business man, gave the “week-ends” during most of
the year, without charge, to the quickening of interest among
men in the churches of a certain azsociation: this was a striking
illustration of what a zealous layvman may do. At the annual
meeting of this association, the reports showed such marked
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advance that a hearty and unanimous vote of thanks was ex-
tended to this layman, Several other members of the Committee
have rendered service of a similar nature.

Summary.

A summary of the monthly reports indicates that the General
secretary traveled during the year 29,424 miles; conducted sixty-
one conferences; delivered 217 addresses; attended the state
meetings of Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida,
and Georgia: helped to promote and conduct conventions of Bap-
tist men in New Mexico, Illinois, Louisiana, South Carolina, and
a conference in Florida; attended the annual meetings of three
district associations in Virginia and eight in Tennessee; person-
ally assisted in conducting nine Every-Member Canvasses in that
many churchez and furnished literature and suggestionz for a
number of others; made addresses at thirteen banquets of men,
preparatory to Every-Member Canvasses and to the organization
of men’s unions; in addition to talks made at conventions, asso-
clations, institutes, banqguets, etc., made addresses in eightyv-one
different churches.

The Pastor.

The General Secretary never loses an opportunity to magnify
the leadership of the pastor and to stress the importance of
loyalty among the laymen in the support of his policies, Because
of the increased cost of living, the Committee has specially em-
phasized during the past year the necessity of giving to the pas-
tors a larger financial support. The Committee has had about
20,000 ecopies of the editorial, “The Laborer iz Worthy of His
Hire,” which was published in the “Literary Digest,” printed in
tract form, and has sent them on application to judicious laymen
throughout the South for distribution among the membership of
the churches, The Committee again gratefully acknowledges a
generous appropriation from the Sunday School Board to assist
in its publishing work, but a large share of the expense of the
tract mentioned above was borne personally by members of the
Executive Commitiee., The Secretary on various occasions dur-
ing the vear delivered an address on “The Pastor and His Sup-
port”; this talk was made in churches, district associations, and
state meetings.

Men's Unions,

The office of the Laymen's Missionary Movement has had nu-
merous applications for copies of the “Constitution and By-Laws"
for the organization of men in the churches, and has also had
notice of the organization of a number of unions, or brother-
hoods, gsome of them In leading churches of the Convention.

The men in the Baptist churches of Springfield, Mo., and Chat-
tanooga, Tenn,, have each organized a city union, which meets
on the first Sunday afterncon of each quarter for the purpose of
comparing noteg, cultivating fellowship, and promoting informa-
tion among the men regarding the Lord's work. Such an organ-
ization is commended to the favorable eonsideration of the Bap-
tist churches of all our cities throughout the South,






