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Home Mission Board Report—E. A. Fuller, S. C, Chairman; Paul V. Bomar, 
Ala.; Perry F. Webb, Ark.; H. W. 0. Millington, D. C; R. T. Russell, Fla.; Ben 
S. Thompson, Ga.; H. B. Atherton, 111.; Mack Parrish, Ky.; E. O. Ware, La.; 
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Throgmorton, 111.; F. M. Powell, Ky.; John T. Christian, La.; A. J. Fristoe, 
Md.; W. F. Yarborough, Miss.; S. M. Brown, Mo.; Mrs. George E. Elam, N. M.; 
W. W. Rimmer, N. C; T. G. Nettleton, Okla.; W. B. Oliver, S. C; C. L. Skinner, 
Tenn.; J. B. Cranfill, Tex.; J. H. Foster, Va. 

Relief and Annuity Board Report—Marshall Craig, Va., Chairman; Hugh F. 
Latimer, Ala.; J. W. Williams, Ark.; Hugh T. Stevenson, D. C; Mrs. J. W. 
Mitchell, Fla.; Charles B. Williams, Ga.; L. E. Martin, 111.; W. E. Hunter, Ky.; 
J. W. Dickens, La.; Mrs. John S. Sowers, Md.; Mrs. W. Y. Quisenberry, Miss.; 
E. V. Lamb, Mo.; L. L. Kyle, N. M.; W. A. Ayers, N. C; B. M. Jackson, Okla.; 
R. E. Hardaway, S. C; J. T. Warren, Tenn.; B. B. Blaylock, Tex. 

Sunday School Board Report—Harold Major, Tex., Chairman; J. L. Ivey, 
Ala.; C. D. Wood, Jr., Ark.; Chas. S. Austin, D. C; S. P. Morgan, Fla.; J. K. Red­
wine, Ga.; J. M. Dameron, 111.; Mrs. H. W. Ellis, Ky.; W. A. Jordan, La.; C. H. 
Taylor, Md.; J. A. Taylor, Miss.; C. M. Truex, Mo.; Mrs. W. M. Couch, N. M.; 
J. W. Whitley, N. C; W. 0. Leach, Okla.; Charles A. Jones, S. C; 0. F. Huckaba, 
Tenn.; L. E. Barton, Va. 

Woman's Work—W. M. Seay, Ga., Chairman; E. J. A. McKinney, D. C; 
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Arrangements for Next Convention—Norman W. Cox, Ga., Chairman; T. V. 
Shoemaker, Ala.; E. P. J. Garrott, Ark.; E. Hilton Jackson, D. C; Frank A. 
Keene, Fla.; J. M. Dameron, 111.; George Ragland, Ky.; Spurgeon Wingo, La.; 
John H. Eager, Md.; R. A. Kimbrough, Miss.; R. M. Inlow, Mo.; C. M. Rock, 
N. M.; E. L. Wells, N. C; C. Stubblefield, Okla.; T. J. Watts, S. C; O. C. Bar­
ton, Tenn.; R. E. Bell, Tex.; George Braxton Taylor, Va. 

Committee on Committees—John Jetter Hurt, Tenn., Chairman; R. G. Bow­
ers, Tex.; Joseph P. Boone, Ala.; J. Hunt Hargrave, Va.; W. N. Jones, N. C, and 
the Vice-Presidents of the Convention. 

Evangelism Under Home Board—Len G. Broughton, Fla., Chairman; J. R. 
Hobbs, Ala.; C. B. Waller, Ark.; Grove G. Johnson, D. C; William Russell 
Owen, Ga.; B. F. Rodman, 111.; F. F. Gibson, Ky.; R. G. Lee, La.; R. H. White, 
Md.; W. A. McComb, Miss.; Henry Alford Porter, Mo.; C. W. Stumph, N. M.; 
T. W. O'Kelley, N. C; W. O. Anderson, Okla.; S. T. Matthews, S. C; W. F. 
Powell, Tenn.; J. B. Leavell, Tex.; J. T. Riddick, Va. 

Nominate Boards and Standing Committees—W. 0. Carver, Ky., Chairman; 
J. E. Dillard, Ala.; B. V. Ferguson, Ark.; S. J. Porter, D. C; W. L. C. Mahon, 
Fla.; T. M. Callaway, Ga.; A. E. Prince, 111.; E. 0. Sellers, La.; Charles T. Bagby, 
Md.; J. D. Franks, Miss.; Milford Riggs, Mo.; S. S. Bussell, N. M.; A. O. Moore, 
N. C; A. N. Hall, Okla.; Weston Bruner, S. C; L. M. Roper, Tenn.; C. V. Ed­
wards, Tex.; L. F. Powell, Va. 

Nominate Trustees of Baptist Bible Institute—S. E. Tull, Ark., Chairman; 
C. N. James, Ala.; O. O. Dietz, D. C; C. M. Brittain, Fla.; J. E. Sammons, Ga;. 
T. M. Estes, 111.; W. C. Boone, Ky.; F. W. Tinnin, La.; W. H. Baylor, Md.; E. J. 
Caswell, Miss.; B. A. Owen, Mo.; George F. Elam, N. M.; J. A. Sullivan, N. C; 
J. W. Jent, Okla.; J. F. Rorex, S. C; P. B. Baldridge, Tenn.; L. E. Finney, Tex.; 
H. H. Street, Va. 

Nominate Trustees of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary—E. K. 
Cox, Miss., Chairman; D. C. Cooper, Ala.; J. H. Coleman, Ark.; J. H. Strong, 
D. C.; G. J. Rousseau, Fla.; John A. Davidson, Ga.; B. F. Rodman, 111.; R. L. 
Baker, Ky.; C. A. DeVane, La.; J. E. Hicks, Md.; J. P. Scruggs, Mo.; W. M. 
Couch, N. M.; R. L. Lemons, N. C; W. S. Wiley, Okla.; L. L. Carpenter, S. C; 
J. R. Johnson, Tenn.; W. F. Gathright, Tex.; W. C. Newman, Va. 

Nominate Trustees of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary—C. B. Aren-
dall, Ala., Chairman; Arthur Fox, Ky.; J. L. Wise, La.; John S. Sowers, Md.; 
C. V. Cook, S. C; Martin Ball, Tenn.; T. L. Halcomb, Tex. 

Religious Services—J. Carl McCoy, Memphis, Chairman, and Baptist pastors 
of Memphis. 

Resolutions—C. W. Duke, Fla., Chairman; J. W. Gillon, Ky.; W. W. Hamil­ton, La.; M. A. Jenkens, Tex.; J. M. Shelburne, Va. 
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CONSTITUTION 
The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and other religious 

bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the United States, met 
in Augusta, Georgia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent in­
tention of our constituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and 
directing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the gospel, 
adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as amended from time to time, 
are as follows: 

Article I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist Convention." 
Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote foreign and 

domestic missions, and other important objects connected with the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such portions of the Baptist denomina­
tion in the United States as may desire a general organization for Christian 
benevolence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights of 
the churches. 

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of messengers who contribute 
funds, or are elected by Baptist bodies contributing funds for the regular work 
of the Convention, on the basis of one messenger for every $250 actually paid 
into the treasuries of the Boards during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day 
of April next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one representa­
tive from each of the District Associations which co-operate with this Conven­
tion provided that such representative be formally elected at the annual meet­
ing of his District Association, and the election certified to the Secretaries of 
the Convention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four Vice-
Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall in event of the death or dis­
ability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and two Secretaries, who shall be 
elected at each annual meeting, and hold their offices until a new election; and 
the officers of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of 
the several Boards. 

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as many Boards 
of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary for carrying out the benevo­
lent objects it may determine to promote—all of which Boards may continue in 
office until a new election. Each of these Boards shall consist of eighteen mem­
bers residing at or near the locality of the Board, and of one member for each 
State co-operating with the Convention. Seven members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. Each Board shall elect a President, Re­
cording Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, Corresponding Secretary who shall be 
the executive officer of the Board and may be named its Treasurer if deemed 
advisable, additional Secretaries and such other officers and employes as it may 
deem necessary for the efficient conduct of its work and business. The compen­
sation of its officers and employes shall be fixed by each Board, but no salaried 
officer or employe of any Board may be a member thereof. To each Board 
shall be committed, during the recess of the Convention, the entire manage­
ment of all the affairs relative to the objects with whose interests it shall be 
charged; all of which management shall be in strict accordance with the con­
stitutional provisions adopted by this Convention, and such other instructions as 
may be given from time to time. Each Board shall be authorized to enact its 
own By-Laws, and to fill any vacancy occurring in its membership or in the 
office of Corresponding Secretary between the meetings of the Convention. 

Art. VI. The duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be in general 
terms such as recognized custom devolves upon executive officers of this kind, 
with such other duties as the Board may prescribe. The management of busi­
ness shall be subject always to the authority and* approval of the Board, with 
ultimate reference to the Convention itself. 

Art. VII. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for all 
moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and disbursements, 
and make report of them to the Convention whenever it shall be in session, and 
to his Board as often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of 
his office, give competent security to the President of the Board for all the 
stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall always be open to the 
inspection of members of the Board and of the Convention. He shall not pay 
out money from the Treasury except under such orders and safeguards as the 
Board may enact for the proper conduct of its financial affairs. 
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Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall keep a 
fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents as may be com­
mitted to them for the purpose. 
Art. IX. All the officers of the Convention, all members of the Boards, 
missionaries and agents appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, 
shall be members of regular churches co-operating with this Convention. 

Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Convention 
must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of genuine piety, fervent 
zeal in their Master's cause, and talents which fit them for the service for which 
they offer themselves. 
Art. XI. The bodies and individuals co-operating with this Convention shall 
have the right to specify the object or objects to which their contributions shall 
be applied. But when no such specification is made, the Convention will make 
the distribution at its own discretion. 
Art. XII. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually. A majority of 
the attending messengers shall not be necessary to make a quorum for the trans­
action of business. The Executive Committee of the Convention may call extra 
meetings if necessary, or change the time and place of meeting of the Conven­
tion when the Committee may deem it inexpedient to convene at the time and 
place appointed. 
Arj;. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be made in 
these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members present when the vote is 
taken without regard to total enrollment at any annual meeting of the Con­
vention, provided no amendment may be considered after the second day of the 
Convention. . 

BY-LAWS 
In order to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, the following By-
Laws are adopted for the government of the Convention: 

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Convention to be present 
at the place of meeting at least one day in advance of the annual sessions for the 
purpose of enrolling the members of the Convention who shall present themselves 
with proper evidence of their right to be enrolled; and this enrollment shall be 
recognized as constituting the Convention. The Secretaries are authorized to 
add the names of accredited messengers who arrive later than the opening day. 
In case of any question arising as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Com­
mittee on Credentials shall be raised to which all pertinent matters shall be 
referred, and report be made to the Convention. It shall be the duty of the Sec­
retaries within thirty days after the annual meeting of the Convention to notify 
all members of standing committees of their appointment, and to inform chair­
men of such committees of their appointment as chairmen. It shall also be the 
duty of the Secretaries to be present at the place of meeting of the Convention 
far enough in advance to aid the local committee in making suitable arrange­
ments for the conduct of the business of the Convention. They shall see that 
committee rooms, places for exhibits, displaying charts and all other details 
shall be so provided for as to prevent disturbance of the Convention in its 
deliberations, and in general take such measures as experience shows to be re­
quisite for the orderly and convenient dispatch of business. 

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall be those laid down in Mell's 
"Manual of Parliamentary Practice," and Kerfoot's "Parliamentary Law," but 
in cases where these authorities differ, or for which they do not provide, the 
President shall exercise his discretion, subject to appeal to the Convention. 
3. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Convention shall 
be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when there is only one nomination 
for any office, the Secretary or any one designated for the purpose, if there 
be no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention. 

4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination for an office of the 
Convention shall be limited to one address of not more than five minutes in 
length, and one second of five minutes. 

5. The Boards of the Convention shall be as follows: The Foreign Mission 
Board, located at Richmond, Va.; the Home Mission Board, at Atlanta, Ga.; the 
Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn.; the Relief and Annuity Board, at 
Dallas, Texas; the Education Board, at Birmingham, Ala. (12) 



6. The Institutions of the Convention may be as follows: The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, located at Louisville, Ky.; the Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, at Fort Worth, Texas; the Baptist Bible Institute, at 
New Orleans, La.; the American Baptist Theological Seminary, at Nashville, 
Tenn., and the Hospital Commission. 
7. The members of the Boards enumerated in Article 5 of the By-Laws and 
the Trustees or Boards of the Institutions enumerated in Article 6 of the By-
Laws shall be named in the following manner: The President of the Convention, 
before the final adjournment, shall appoint a Committee on Boards composed of 
one member from each state and the District of Columbia, which Committee 
shall nominate at the next ensuing Convention (1) the general Boards in ac­
cordance with Article V of the Constitution and (2) the Trustees, Directors 
or Boards of the Institutions in accordance with their respective charters. The 
report of the Committee may be amended on the floor of the Convention by 
majority vote. 
8. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the closest possible 
connection with the State Boards, where such exist, in such a way as shall be 
mutually agreeable, and in other cases to secure such agency as each of the 
Boards may deem best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses in­
curred. 
9. The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention are instructed to secure 
frequent distribution of information relating to their work by means of news­
papers, tracts, leaflets and otherwise, as may be found expedient among our 
people. 

10. The Standing Committees of the Convention shall be the following: (1) 
the Executive Committee; (2) on Laymen's Movement; (3) on Order of Busi­
ness; (4) on Social Service; (5) on Woman's Work Auxiliary to the Conven­
tion; and (6) on Place and Preacher. 

11. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the President and Senior 
Secretary of the Convention, one member each from the states represented in 
the Convention and the District of Columbia, and one member each from the 
Boards of the Convention as named in By-Law 5. The members representing 
the various states and the District of Columbia shall be elected by the Conven­
tion and have no official connection with the Convention or any of its agencies. 
The members representing the various Boards shall be elected by their respec­
tive Boards. The President and Senior Secretary of the Convention shall be ex-
officio chairman and secretary of the Committee. The duties and functions shall 
be as follows: (1) To act for the Convention ad interim on matters not other­
wise provided for in its plans of work; (2) to have oversight of arrangements 
for the meeting of the Convention with authority to change, if necessary, the 
time and place of meeting; (3) to act in an advisory way on matters of policy 
and co-operation arising between the Boards and Institutions of the Convention; 
(4) to hold meetings at such times and places as it may select, and (5) to make 
report of its proceedings and receive instruction at each annual meeting of the 
Convention. Each Board shall defray the necessary expenses of its own mem­
bers and other expenditures authorized by the Executive Committee shall be 
borne by the Sunday School Board and shall not exceed $5,000 for any one year. 
All expenses chargeable to the Sunday School Board shall be itemized. 
12. A committee of seven members appointed by the President, of whom 
one shall be designated as chairman, shall act as a Committee on Committees. 
The said Committee on Committees shall name the several Standing Commit­
tees enumerated in Article 10 of the By-Laws and all special committees au­
thorized during the sessions of the Convention and not otherwise provided for. 
13. The President, on the first day of the Convention, shall appoint a Com­
mittee on Resolutions to consist of five members. To this Committee all reso­
lutions not connected with the reports of Boards or Committees shall be auto­
matically referred. This committee is directed to report out all resolutions re­
ferred to it, either with or without recommendations and amendments. 
14. The Committee on Order of Business shall suggest an order of business 
for the next meeting of the Convention. In so providing, this committee shall 
have due regard to the customary practices and precedents of the Convention 
in arranging for the orderly and efficient conduct of its business and discussion 
of its work. 
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15. At each meeting of the Convention special committees of one from 
each State, and the District of Columbia, shall be appointed to consider and 
report at the next meeting upon the annual reports of the several Boards. 

16. To facilitate consideration and discussion of these interests the fol­
lowing method of procedure is hereby adopted: (1) Each Board shall transmit 
to every member of the Committee on its work a copy of its annual report as 
soon as possible before the meeting of the Convention, and also prepare a brief 
printed digest for distribution among the members of the Convention; (2) the 
Committees on the Report of the Boards shall assemble the day before the meet­
ing of the Convention and study the Reports with a view to presenting to the 
Convention a maturely considered report on each Board's work during the pre­
ceding year; (3) in consultation with the Secretaries of the Boards and the 
Committee on Order of Business, the work of each Board shall be presented to 
the Convention for discussion and action and continue until completion as 
follows: (a) The General Secretary or other representative of the Board may 
on the basis of the printed digest make such explanations and remarks as he 
be presented; (c) discussion shall then follow and continue till the work of that 
Board is disposed of, one-fourth of the time for said discussion being allotted to 
undesignated speakers on the floor of the Convention if they desire to use it. 
This allottment of time for popular discussion shall be interpreted as referring 
also to all speeches affecting the work and the policies of this Convention. 
17. The Boards, Institutions and special Committees dealing with matters 
of general importance and interest shall have in the hands of the Press Repre­
sentative of the Convention at least one week in advance, copies or digests of 
their reports to be submitted at the approaching Convention, to be used by him 
in preparing data for the news agencies in accordance with their requirements, 
in order that the work of the Convention may be given proper publicity. The 
Press Representative shall co-operate with the representatives of the secular 
press in furnishing intelligent, accurate and creditable reports of this Conven­
tion while it is in session. 
18. The By-Laws may be altered by a majority vote at any time, except on 
the last day of the Convention. 

CHARTER 
AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Georgia, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
the same, That from and after the passage of this Act, That William B. Johnson, 
Wilson Lumpkin, James B. Taylor, A. Docrey, R. B. C. Howell, and others, their 
associates and successors, be and they are hereby incorporated and made a body 
politic by the name and style of the S O U T H E R N BAPTIST C O N V E N T I O N , 
with authority to receive, hold, possess, retain and dispose of property, either real 
or personal, to sue and be sued, and to make all by-laws, rules and regulations 
necessary to the transaction of their business, not inconsistent with the laws of 
this State or of the United States; said corporation being created for the purpose 
of eliciting, combining and directing the energies of the BAPTIST D E N O M I N A ­
TION O F CHRISTIANS, for the propagation of the gospel, any law, usage or 
custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved December 27, 1845. 
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CONVENTION PROCEDURE 

Address of President—The President may, in his discretion, address the Con­
vention immediately before organization. 

^ Address of Welcome—There may be one address of welcome limited to ten 
minutes and one response thereto limited to ten minutes. 

Annual Meetings—The Convention shall begin its annual meetings on Wednes­
day after the second Sunday in May, the hour to be determined by the Committee 
on Order of Business. 
Auditorium Meetings—No other meetings than the Convention services shall be 
held in the Convention Hall during the sessions of the Convention. Every service 
held in the Convention Auditorium shall be under the direction of the Committee 
on Order of Business. 
Bulletin—The Press Representative of the Convention shall have printed each 
day a brief report, or bulletin, of the business transacted during that day, in­
cluding the names of the committees appointed, reports of the committees, and 
such business as may be transacted and carried over to the following day. 
Such report, or bulletin, shall not include speeches or addresses or any com­
ment thereon, the photograph or any personal reference to any messenger of 
the Convention, but shall be only a resume of the business transacted during that 
day. 
The Press Representative is directed to have a sufficient number of said bulle­
tin printed and distributed to the messengers at the opening session on the fol­
lowing day. 
The expense of preparing and printing the said bulletin shall be included by 
the Secretaries in the expense of annual meetings. 
Denominational Press—The Denominational Press shall be given a perma­
nent place on the annual program of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Distribution of Convention Annuals—The Secretaries are authorized to have 
the printers send out by parcel post the Convention Annual as soon as printed as 
follows: (1) Under labels furnished by the several State Secretaries, one copy 
each to all of the District Associations in exchange for Associational Minutes 
and to heads of denominational institutions and agencies, and to all active pas­
tors; (2) one copy to each of the Convention officers and members of the Execu­
tive Committee, general and State Secretaries, college and seminary libraries, 
and editors of denominational papers; (3) fifty to 200 copies by freight prepaid, 
to each of the general and State Boards for distribution upon request; (4) hold 
a sufficient number for the occasional distribution requested from Secretaries' 
offices during the year, and (5) reserve 50 to 100 copies for use at the following 
Convention. 
Entertainment—The entertainment of the Convention, to be arranged in de­
tail by the entertaining city and the Executive Committee of the Convention, in­
cludes: (1) A n adequate auditorium with seating capacity of 5,000 and upward 
and other places of meeting, as for registration offices, committee rooms, exhibit 
space, etc., together with a suitable meeting place for the Woman's Missionary 
Union; (2) the usual concession in lodging and board for Convention officers, as­
sistants, secretaries, editors and missionaries as may be specified and named by 
the Executive Committee; (3) the guarantee of hotel accommodations at not 
more than the usual commercial rates (schedules of room prices to be filed con­
fidentially with the Executive Committee for any adjustments that may be neces­
sary) and that there shall be no raise in prices for food or service during the 
Convention; (4) furnishing the Secretaries the requisite number of badges for 
messengers and for the press, and (5) incidentals such as furniture for the 
Convention platform, registration office and press bureau, maintenance of In­
formation Bureau, ushers and pages. 
Exhibits—All exhibits of every description shall be rigidly excluded from 
those parts of the place of meeting where the people visiting the exhibits will 
disturb the proceedings of the Convention, their locations to be determined by 
the Secretaries of the Convention. 
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Exhibit Space—The Executive Committee of the Convention shall have ex­
clusive control of all exhibit space. 

Expenses of Annual Meetings.—The expenses of the Convention in connection 
with the annual meetings and the publication and distribution of the Annuals 
shall be distributed by the Secretaries among the Boards and Institutions in a 
ratio corresponding to the length of their annual reports. All other expenses in 
connection with the annual meetings shall be borne by the several Boards and 
Institutions in proportion to their annual receipts. 
Expenses of Special Committees—(1) The expense of all committees ap­
pointed by the Convention to perform duties between the annual sessions of the 
Convention shall be borne by the respective Boards and Institutions on a basis 
pro rata to the receipts of the Boards and Institutions whenever the work of 
such committee concerns their particular work. 

(2) Whenever an expense account is created by an ad interim committee or 
is otherwise authorized by the Convention for service which does not directly 
concern any one of the Boards or Institutions of the Convention, that Board 
or Institution shall not be required to bear any part of such expense. 

(3) In any case where question is raised as to legitimate participation in 
such items of expense, the matter shall be referred to the Executive Committee. 

(4) Expenses incurred by special committees which do not directly concern 
any of the Boards or Institutions, when such committees are directly ordered 
to meet during the interim, shall be borne by the Sunday School Board. 

(5) Itemized accounts of expenses' of committeemen shall be required before 
any such expenses are paid. 

Memorial Service—The Committee on Order of Business is instructed to ar­
range for any memorial service to be held during the Convention. 

New Plans and Policies—The Secretaries of the Convention are instructed 
to communicate with each of the Boards and Agencies of the Convention not 
later than six weeks before the annual meeting of the Convention asking for 
information as to any recommendations to be proposed to the Convention by said 
Board or Agencies involving new plans or policies, and to publish in the denomi­
national press a resume or digest of such proposed recommendations at least 
three weeks before the annual meeting of the Convention. 

Presentation of Outside Causes—Causes other than those provided for in the 
regular work of the Convention may be presented to the Convention upon author­
ity of officers of the Convention in conference with the Committee on Order of 
Business in such ways and at such times as may be dictated by the courtesies 
of the case and the necessities of our program. 

Publicity Bureau—The present publicity department of the Unified Program 
of Southern Baptists shall be the Publicity Bureau of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. It shall be at the service of the Executive Committee of the Convention 
between the meetings of the Convention and the Convention's medium of publicity 
during the annual meetings of the Convention, being in charge of the work of 
publishing the daily bulletin for the use of the Convention and assisting in get­
ting an adequate report of the Convention's proceedings to the secular press. The 
director of the Publicity Bureau shall be the official Press Representative of the 
Convention. 
Selected Place of Meeting—After the place of meeting has been chosen the 
Executive Committee is charged with the duty of making a thorough investiga­
tion as to the general interests of the Convention, and as to hotel rates and other 
local concessions, and with written assurances from the hotels as to rates, etc. 

Stenographic Service—The Secretaries are instructed to provide competent 
stenographic and typewriting service under the control of the official Press Repre­
sentative of the Convention and to make a sufficient number of copies of all un-
printed reports and resolutions, etc., for the members of the committees, the 
officers of the Convention and the reporters of the denominational and secular 
papers and to assist the official Press Representative of the Convention in securing 
correct and proper publicity. 
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Sunday Afternoon Sessions—Services for Sunday afternoon shall be arranged 
for by the Committee on Order of Business. 

Sunday Evening Missionary Mass Meeting—The Committee on Order of Busi­
ness shall arrange for a Missionary Mass Meeting in the Convention Hall for 
Sunday evening, at which time the Convention may hear from returned mission­
aries of the Foreign Board, and missionaries of the Home Board. 

Unfinished Business—All unfinished routine business of the annual sessions 
of the Convention shall be automatically referred to the Executive Committee. 

Vacancies—The Executive Committee is authorized to fill any vacancies which 
may occur in its membership between sessions of the Convention. 

Women Members—Women enrolled as members of the Convention have all of 
the rights and privileges of membership; and the Committee on Boards and the 
Committee on Committees are instructed to name brethren and sisters according 
to their personal qualifications, regardless of sex. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

M E M P H I S , TENNESSEE, May 13, 1925. 

1. The Southern Baptist Convention met at 9:30 A.M. in the 
Auditorium. The praise service led by I. E. Reynolds, Texas, in­
cluded singing "How Firm a Foundation" and "All Hail the Power 
of Jesus' Name," and prayer led by A. J. Holt, Florida. 

2. Further worship was conducted by T. W. O'Kelley, North 
Carolina, who read and commented on Joshua 1: 1-9 and Mark 8: 
34-38, and led in prayer. 

3. At 10 o'clock the body was called to order by George W. Mc­
Daniel, Virginia, President of the previous Convention. 

4. The Secretaries made the following report, which was adopted: 

W e find that according to Article III of the Constitution, a total of 10,872 
are entitled to seats in the Convention, 9,889 on the financial basis, and 983 As­
sociational representatives. 

Complying with Section 1 of the By-Laws, we began enrolling members of 
the Convention on Monday afternoon, May 11. At the hour for the opening of 
the Convention the enrollment had reached 4,001. 

While this enrollment constitutes the Convention, we recommend that pend­
ing their registration, messengers who arrive too late to be enrolled be recog­
nized as members of the Convention. 

5. Nominations for president being in order, W. S. Wiley, Okla­
homa, nominated George W. McDaniel, Virginia. With Vice-Presi­
dent Chas. E. Dicken, Arkansas, presiding, and there being no further 
nominations, on motion of J. L. Jackson, Georgia, Secretary Moore 
cast the ballot for George W. McDaniel for President of the Conven­
tion. On assuming the chair President McDaniel led the Convention 
in prayer. 

6. The following nominations were made for the Vice-Presi­
dency of the Convention: E. D. Solomon, Louisiana, nominated 
Louis J. Bristow, Louisiana; J. L. Dance, Tennessee, nominated A. U. 
Boone, Tennessee; W. D. Upshaw, Georgia, nominated B. G. Lowrey, 
Mississippi; and C. W. Duke, Florida, nominated J. L. White, Florida. 
There being no further nominations, the Secretary, on motion of 
C. V. Edwards, Texas, cast the ballot of the Convention for the four 
nominees for the Vice-Presidency of the Convention. 

7. R. J. Pirkey, Kentucky, nominated George W. Norton, Jr., 
Kentucky, for Treasurer of the Convention. On motion of W. E. 
Mitchell, Kentucky, Secretary Moore cast the ballot of the Conven­
tion for George W. Norton, Jr., for Treasurer. 
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8. Victor I. Masters, Kentucky, nominated W. P. Harvey, Ken­
tucky, for Auditor of the Convention. On motion of J. L. Atkins, 
Kentucky, Secretary Moore cast the ballot of the Convention for 
W. P. Harvey for Auditor. 

9. Norman Cox, Georgia, nominated Hight C. Moore and J. Henry 
Burnett, Tennessee, for Secretaries of the Convention. On motion 
of W. E. Mitchell, Kentucky, F. C. McConnell, Georgia, cast the bal­
lot of the Convention for Hight C. Moore and J. Henry Burnett for 
Secretaries. 

10. The report of the Committee on Order of Business was pre­
sented by Chairman L. O. Dawson, Alabama. On motion of C. P. 
Stealey, Oklahoma, the Committee on Order of Business was in­
structed to provide for the report of the Committee on Statement of 
Baptist Faith and Message at some time tomorrow, announcement 
of the hour to be made at the preceding session. The report was then 
adopted. 

11. A. U. Boone, pastor First Baptist Church of Memphis, in­
troduced Rowlette T. Paine, mayor of the city, who welcomed the 
Convention to Memphis. The following telegram was read from 
Austin Peay, Governor of Tennessee: 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Geo. W . McDaniel, President Southern Baptist Convention, Auditorium, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

I sincerely regret that I am unable to be present tomorrow and 
personally and officially welcome the Southern Baptists to our State as 
they gather in Convention in Memphis. Say to them that a welcome 
warms the heart of every Tennessee Baptist and that our people without 
regard to faith or creed join in sincere appreciation of their presence 
and wish for them a rich and joyful meeting. Also tell them that the 
people of this State are holding fast to the old Bible and the Holy Sab­
bath. Kindest regards. 

A U S T I N P E A Y . 
Response on behalf of the Convention was made by W. C. Boone, 
Kentucky. 

12. The report of the Executive Committee was read by Sec­
retary Burnett. On motion of J. J. Hurt, Tennessee, the report was 
recommitted with instructions to print and bring it before the Con­
vention in printed form for consideration later in the session. 

13. The President appointed the following as the Committee on 
Committees: J. J. Hurt, Tennessee, Chairman; R. G. Bowers, Texas; 
Joseph P. Boone, Alabama; J. Hunt Hargrave, Virginia; W. N. Jones, 
North Carolina; and the Vice-Presidents of the Convention. 

14. The hour for adjournment of the morning session was fixed 
at the conclusion of the Convention sermon. 
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15. The hour for the special order having arrived, F. 0. Krim-
minger, Virginia, read Joshua 1: 1-3 and 3: 1-7. The congregation 
sang "Amazing Grace." The Convention Sermon was then preached 
by the appointee, Len G. Broughton, Florida, on "The New Way." 
Text, Joshua 3: 4, 5—"Ye have not passed this way heretofore. . . . 
Sanctify yourselves: for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among 
you." The benediction was pronounced by Len G. Broughton. 

FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session 

16. The Convention reassembled at 2:30 o'clock, Vice-President 
White presiding. Devotional services were conducted by M. F. San­
ford, Virginia, who read the twenty-third Psalm and led in prayer. 

17. Official greetings were brought from the Northern Baptist 
Convention by Frederick E. Taylor, Indianapolis, Indiana, and from 
the National Baptist Convention of Mexico, by J. E. Davis, El Paso, 
Texas. 

"The River Jordan" and "I Couldn't Hear Nobody Pray" were 
sung by,the Southwestern Four, the male quartette of the South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary—Arthur Nelson, E. L. Car­
nett, S. L. Brown, and J. B. Turner. 

18. After the following letters were read by Secretary Burnett, 
E. C. Dargan, Tennessee, made report as fraternal messenger to the 
British Baptist Union, which met in London, April 27-30, 1925: 

GREETINGS FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

I. 
1st May, 1925. 

To the President and Members of the Southern Baptist Convention, in session 
at Memphis, Tenn., by the hand of the Rev. Dr. E. C. Dargan. 

Dear Brethren: I am instructed by the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland to forward, on behalf of all its members, the assurance of our joy and 
gratitude in receiving the fraternal greetings and good wishes which Dr. Dargan 
has most eloquently and sympathetically expressed on behalf of the millions 
of our fellow-believers whom he was commissioned to represent here. His sym­
pathetic personality has .endeared him to the hearts of British Baptists. 
The intercourse with him and with the other messengers of your Conven­
tion, Profesor A. T. Robertson, to whose scholarship not merely the whole Bap­
tist world but multitudes beyond the borders of the denomination are so deeply 
indebted; Mrs. Robertson, who recalled to us the great figure of John A. Broadus 
and his unforgettable service; and Dr. J. W. Inzer, has been to us a pure delight 
and has quickened among us the sense of Baptist unity throughout the world. 
We most warmly reciprocate the good wishes and affectionate greetings 
from your great Convention. W e give thanks to God for your vast achieve­
ments, for the missionary spirit which animates you, for your world outlook, 
and, above all, for your deep, strong, abiding loyalty to our Lord and Master. 
W e pray that, through all the future, the blessing of God so evidently resting 
upon you may be yet more and more manifest, so that you pass on from strength 
to strength, attempting and achieving yet greater things for his Kingdom. In 
you and in us may the guidance of his Spirit be continually realized, leading 
us into all truth and revealing to us new forms of united service. 
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W e receive with peculiar gratitude Dr. Dargan's words of appreciation of 
the distinguished services rendered by our late Secretary, and his affectionate 
and appreciative reference to Dr. Rushbrooke, who, as Commissioner for Europe 
and now as a secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, represents you as well 
as ourselves. How thoroughly British Baptists endorse your view of him, and 
how fully they are in sympathy with the work in Europe, which is one of the 
factors strengthening the bonds between British and American Baptists, is evi­
denced by the fact that the Assembly at which your messengers were present 
elected Dr. Rushbrooke as the next President of the British Union. 
May I add a personal word? My brethren have just elected me to represent 
them as Secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland in suc­
cession to Dr.. Shakespeare, and this trust which they have committed to me 
enables me to speak with full authority as their representative. I desire, how­
ever, also to take this earliest opportunity of sending my fraternal greetings 
to my fellow Baptists of the States, to assure them of my deep and full sym­
pathy with the work which we are undertaking in common, and to associate 
myself with every expression of cordial fellowship and Christian love contained 
in this message. I look forward with great hope to the opportunities of per­
sonal intercourse, co-operating in service, and fellowship in devotion which the 
years may bring. 
That your gathering in Memphis may prove a spiritual high-water mark in 
the history of your Convention is the prayer of all your brethren in Great 
Britain and Ireland, on whose behalf I subscribe myself. 
Yours in the fellowship and service of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

M. E. AUBREY. 

II. 

42, Temple Fortune Lane, Hampstead Garden Suburb, 

London, N. W. 11, 1st May, 1925. 
M y Dear Dr. Dargan: You have an "official" message for your Convention. 

May I venture to burden you with a personal message in addition, and ask you 
kindly to convey my affectionate greetings to the members of your assembly in 
Memphis? I can never forget the warmth of the reception the brethren of the 
South accorded me in Chattanooga, and the many occasions on which they have 
displayed their generous love. Intercourse with such representatives of your 
body as Dr. Gambrell and Dr. Mullins, Dr. Love and Dr. Truett has enriched 
my life with new and most helpful friendships. Especially have I valued the 
steady support and confidence extended me by the Foreign Mission Board, whose 
interest in Europe means so much for the future of the. Baptist cause in the 
"old continent." 
You have laid us under deep obligation by your eloquent and most brotherly 
addresses whilst in our midst, and the charm of your personality has secured 
for us a multitude of new friends on this side. W e are the better for our con­
tact with you, and very glad your Convention sent you to us. And what all 
feel is felt by none more deeply than by myself. 

Yours most sincerely, 

J. H. RUSHBROOKE. 
III. 

Resolution passed at the Assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland on Tuesday, April 28, 1925, copy of which was requested by Dr. 
Dargan: 

That this meeting of the Baptist Union Total Abstinence Society condemns 
the systematic disregard of the prohibition laws of America by the action of cer­
tain British traders as a shameful violation of the basic principles of interna­
tional honor, and assures His Majesty's Government of utmost support for 
effective legislative measures to stop the perpetration of this moral wrong alike 
against America and Great Britain. 
That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Prime Minister, also to 
the Foreign and Colonial Secretaries. 
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The Rev. S. W . Hughes in moving this resolution asserted that the shame 
of this traffic is deepened by aristocratic association with liquor-running in­
terests. A Knight of the Realm obtrudes his shameless financial cunning in 
exploiting the constitutional honor of our two great nations. 

This is not the time to insult America on behalf of a scientifically discredited 
trade. W e claim that the highest will of Great Britain is with America in de­
siring the closest co-operation for world temperance and world righteousness. 

Note.—The resolution was seconded by the President of the Meeting and 
carried with enthusiastic unanimity. 

19. Chairman Dawson, for the Committee on Order of Business, 
announced 3 P.M. tomorrow as the hour for the report of the Com­
mittee on Statement of Baptist Faith and Message. 

20. With President McDaniel in the chair the report of the Con­
servation Commission, presented and discussed by L. R. Scarborough, 
Texas, was adopted as follows: 

FINAL REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE 
75 MILLION CAMPAIGN 

The Conservation Commission make this final report to the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. 

At the Convention in Atlanta, May, 1919, the 75 Million Campaign was 
projected. The Convention appointed a Campaign Commission. This Commis­
sion elected L. R. Scarborough General Director, and set up headquarters at 
Nashville, Tennessee. The Commission, under the leadership of the General 
Director, in June and July of 1919, set up the organization and made plans for 
putting on the 75 Million Campaign. In Victory Week, November 30 to De­
cember 7, 1919, pledges and covenants were secured to the amount of more 
than ninety-two million dollars to be paid in five years. At the Washington 
Convention in 1920 the Commission reported its work done. This Commission 
was succeeded by the appointment by the Convention of a Conservation Com­
mission, which Commission has been reappointed from year to year. The duty 
of this Commission was to co-operate and lead in the collection of the pledges 
and the conservation of the causes involved in the 75 Million Campaign. The 
work of this Commission ended January 1, 1925. At a meeting of this Com­
mission in January, 1925, a final report was made. At this time it was not 
possible to get all of the final returns and figures and record of achievements. 
So the Commission now makes its final report. 

Collection by States 

All of us were disappointed in that these collections were not greater. The 
Conservation Commission is gratified in that it feels that it did the best it could 
under existing conditions. W e are grateful that this sum represents a far 
greater sum of money raised than was ever raised during any similar period by 
our people for the kingdom of God. 

Since the responsibility of distributing these funds was not on the Com­
mission, we can only report in general terms, as follows, the distribution of 
these funds. The full report of this distribution is in the records of the State 
Secretaries and the General Secretaries of this Convention, and will be found 
in the minutes of this Convention and the State Conventions. W e submit here­
in a general summary of achievements in the different phases of the work these 
marvelous five years. W e are grateful that God has so wonderfully and mar-
velously blessed our people and all the causes, institutions and movements in 
connection with the work of Southern Baptists in the homeland and around 
the world. 



PROCEEDINGS 23 

FINANCIAL S T A T E M E N T O N T H E 75 MILLION C A M P A I G N 

j na^ re^urns upon the 75 Million Campaign as reported to the general 
headquarters office shows total cash collections in the sum of $58,591,713.69. 
While the Campaign did not attain its total financial goal, it came more nearly 
doing so than almost any other forward movement conducted by any of the 
large denominations during the period immediately following the war. 

Of a special interest to our constituency will be the fact that an excep­
tionally low expense account was maintained throughout the inauguration and 
conduct of this forward movement. The expenses of the general headquarters 
in Nashville, both in the inauguration of the* Campaign in 1919 and the conduct 
of that movement during the five and one-half years that followed was $427,-
878.11, or less than three-fourths of one per cent of the total amount of money 
raised. The total expenses for both the general headquarters office and the 
seventeen State offices in the projection and conduct of the Campaign through­
out its entire period amounted to less than 4 per cent of the total cash sum 
collected. The expenses of the headquarters office since the last report to this 
Convention amounted to $26,892.26. 
The final report on the collections as made to the general headquarters office 
by the various State offices is shown as follows: 
Alabama $ 2,717,464.62 

Arkansas . 2,319,654.72 
District of Columbia 301,848.81 
Florida 1,009,416.89 
Georgia 5,282,493.24 
Illinois 691,245.89 
Kentucky 6,414,159.87 
Louisiana 1,681,438.52 
Maryland ; , 729,440.82 
Mississippi 3,107,040.36 
Missouri 2,438,561.24 
New Mexico 708,124.80 
North Carolina 5,174,865.61 
Oklahoma 1,462,030.34 
South Carolina 4,773,889.11 
Tennessee 3,950,655.49 
Texas 8,720,161.50 
Virginia 6,657,778.86 
Foreign Board Specials 86,103.00 
Contributed to Foreign Churches 350,000.00 
Home Board Specials 15,340.00 

Total $58,591,713.69 

This sum was distributed among the various co-operating objects in the 
Campaign as follows: 

Foreign Missions $11,615,327.91 
Home Missions 6,622,725.55 
State and Associated Missions 9,900,785.93 
Christian Education 16,087,942.07 
Orphanages 5,134,522.10 
Hospitals 2,975,380.07 
Ministerial Relief 1,786,676.30 
Expenses not otherwise absorbed 2,164,776.38 
Famine Relief 70,442.21 
Credits claimed by churches on money sent direct 

and miscellaneous items 2,163,454.57 
Undistributed balance 69,689.60 

Total $58,591,713.69 

BRIEF RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

The following is a brief summary of some of the achievements in the field 
of our great cause: 

1. Ministerial Relief—More than 1,000 aged preachers and their depend­
ents are now being aided, the Campaign having done more for them than South-
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ern Baptists did in all their 75 years' history preceding this movement. Ap­
proximately $600,000 has been given these beneficiaries in cash, while interest-
bearing relief assets have been gathered in excess of $500,000, and interest-
bearing assets of approximately $1,250,000 have been gathered for the annuity 
department of the Board's work. 

2. Hospitals—The number of Baptist hospitals has been doubled—in­
creased from 12 to 24—the value of our hospital property trebled, 220,000 
patients treated under best Christian influence, and over $1,000,000 in free 
medical and surgical service performed for the worthy poor in the name of 
Christ. < 

3. Orphanages and Homes for Aged—The number of orphanages has been 
raised from 17 to 19, nearly $1,500,000 put into better equipment for them, 
while more than $2,500,000 has been put into the feeding, clothing and educa­
tion of 4,000 orphan boys and girls. Corresponding contributions have been 
made to the Homes for Aged Baptists in Missouri, Maryland, and the District 
of Columbia. 

4. Denominational Schools—Into our more than 100 Baptist seminaries, 
training schools, colleges and academies the Campaign put nearly as much 
money as all those institutions' physical .equipment was worth at the time this 
program was projected. Included in the investments were more than $8,000,000 
in permanent improvement, more than $3,000,000 each in better maintenance 
and endowment, and approximately $1,350,000 into the cancellation of out­
standing debts. The larger interest in our own Baptist schools aroused by the 
campaigns has brought 8,000 new pupils, while the deeper spiritual life de­
veloped has brought more than 3,000 young men to study for the ministry, and 
about an equal number of additional young men and women in our schools have 
dedicated their lives to some other definite form of Christian service. 
5. State Missions—Baptism of about 265,000 converts, reception of 470,-
000 new members into the churches, formation of 1,800 new churches, 3,335 
Sunday schools, 9,400 B.Y.P.U.'s and several thousand W.M.U. organizations, 
and the erection or repair of 2,560 houses of worship, are some of the results 
in this department of our work. 
6. Home Missions—Baptism of 225,000 persons, reception of 375,000 
church members, organization of 1,200 churches and 4,000 Sunday schools, com­
pletion of $1,000,000 church building and loan fund, and operation and im­
provement of 30 mountain mission schools with enrollment of over 5,000 stu­
dents are some of the chief home mission results. 
7. Foreign Missions—Occupation of eight new countries, bringing our pos­
sible audience in lands where our missionaries are working to one-third the total 
population of world; enlargement of our general missionary force over 100 
per cent, doubling of number of churches and church membership on foreign 
fields, number of church buildings nearly trebled, number of mission schools 
increased two-thirds, and number of students enrolled in these schools—from 
which 50 per cent of the converts and all the trained native workers come— 
considerably more than doubled, form some of the outstanding results of the 
foreign mission fields. 

Appreciation 

At the recent meeting of the Conservation Commission suitable resolutions 
of appreciation for the faithful and efficient services of Dr. L. R. Scarborough, 
General Director; Mr. Frank E. Burkhalter, as Publicity Director, were passed. 
W e are grateful that God has preserved the strength and life of these two 
servants of the denomination in their arduous and difficult tasks during these 
five years. The Commission is profoundly grateful to Dr. Van Ness and the 
Sunday School Board for the valuable service they have rendered in furnishing 
offices for the headquarters and banking arrangements for financing the head­
quarters expense. 
What the Campaign Has Left Us 
The 75 Million Campaign has left Southern Baptists a great heritage which 
is more precious than life or gold, for them to love, pray for, care for, support 
promote with a great spirit of co-operation and liberality. W e have'nearly a 
thousand schools, around 75,000 students, in the homeland and foreign field 
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more than 40 hospitals, with a noble group of doctors and nurses and splendid 
medical equipment, with tens of thousands of sick people in their care, more 
than 25 orphans' homes, with many thousands of parentless children to clothe, 
feed, mother, educate, shelter, train and lead to Christ, on our hands. W e have 
17 co-operating states, more than 900 co-operating associations, more than 
27,000 supposedly co-operating churches, seven Southwide boards and organi­
zations, more than a thousand aged and decrepit preachers, and multiplied 
millions of lost souls, on our hands. W e have a testimony age long for loyalty 
to the truth to preserve, all these institutions, organizations and movements 
to grow, promote and bring to a successful, full reward, with the finest op­
portunity Baptists ever had to show what a spiritual democracy can do in 
loyalty and co-operation around a central unit—Jesus Christ, in successfully 
promoting and bringing to full success a great kingdom task for the glory of 
JesusChrist. Our supreme need is uncritical co-operation, sacrificial liberality, 
unswerving loyalty to Jesus Christ and all his truth in systematic, proportionate 
and liberal practice of the Bible doctrine of stewardship, a great, persistent, 
perennial, well-organized, divinely-inspired and endued movement in world­
wide evangelism. If Southern Baptists take care of what the 75 Million Cam­
paign has left them every one of us must make holy covenant to do his dead 
level best in the highest possible standards and claims of New Testament co­
operation, sacrificial liberality and prayerful, aggressive, co-operant, construc­
tive kingdom-building evangelism. 
The Conservation Commission hands this final report to this Convention with 
the soulful prayer that all the things promoted and advanced by the Campaign 
and dear to the heart of our Saviour shall be cared for in a more glorious fashion 
by Southern Baptists' great forward, co-operant movement. W e must not lose 
the things we have already wrought through the mercies and power of God; 
but we must do our best to bring them to a full reward. 
(Signed) L. R. SCARBOROUGH, 

Chairman and General Director. 

FRANK E. BURKHALTER, 
Secretary and Publicity Director. 

21. The first Annual Report of the Future Program Commis­
sion was presented by General Director Chas. E. Burts, Tennessee, 
and the Report and Recommendations on the 1926 Program was pre­
sented by M. E. Dodd, Louisiana, and both were adopted as follows 
after discusison by M. E. Dodd, Louisiana; W. O. Anderson, Okla­
homa; J. J. Taylor, Alabama; E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, and A. J. Bar­
ton, Missouri: 

FIRST A N N U A L R E P O R T O F F U T U R E P R O G R A M COMMISSION T O 
S O U T H E R N BAPTIST C O N V E N T I O N 

A Summary of Progress in 1925 and Suggested Plans for 1926 Program Given 
by Body Named Year Ago 

That ours is a critical situation as a denomination all must admit. In pre­
senting this body with our first annual report, therefore, we frankly face the 
difficulties, but at the same time call attention to certain aspects which should 
inspire gratitude and give confidence and hope. W e bring but a few detailed 
accounts of the work, only such simple statements of facts as will disclose to 
this Convention more clearly and definitely the needs and resources and help 
to define as far as possible its immediate task. 
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The 1925 Program was formally installed by the beginning of an every-
member canvass November 30-December 7, 1924. The work was done in many 
of the churches with a thoroughness which secured most gratifying results. 
Many other churches, however, were slow in putting on the Program. Ior 
some reason difficult to explain, the churches have been reluctant to make re­
ports to state headquarters, hence our information concerning the real status 
is fragmentary and incomplete. 

We give below the receipts from January 1 to May 1, 1925, by states; also 
from May 1, 1924, to May 1, 1925: 

Receipts from Receipts from 
State Jan. 1 to May 1, 1925 May 1, 1924, to May 1, 1925 

Arkansas 

*Dist. of Columbia . . 
Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Maryland 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
New Mexico 

North Carolina , 

South Carolina 
Tennessee 

Texas 
Virginia 

$ 123,835.67 
47,887.45 plus 
16,724.54 designated 
31,628.51 
61,011.71 plus 
13,606.30 designated 
143,956.59 
13,644.66 

209,000.00 
55,247.79 plus 
28,289.68 designated 
29,000.00 plus 
79,890.06 
90,006.03 
9,500.00 plus 
9,302.36 designated 

172,035.00 

47,183.43 
147,719.28 
115,005.00 plus 
19,552.70 designated 
265,766.95 

... 254,187.37 

$1,888,506.05 
87,475.58 designated 

$ 440,196.16 
313,774.99 plus 
81,724.54 designated 
109,813.98 
178,069.10 plus 
42,072.87 designated 
561,863.67 
87,598.96 

616,000.00 
189,326.66 plus 
28,289.68 designated 
87,500.00 

373,964.50 
206,958.20 
21,793.41 plus 
9,302.36 designated 

630,701.95 
152,536.85 designated 
169,664.20 
595,419.65 
460,392.73 plus 
19,552.70 designated 

1,154,321.76 
864,874.92 

$7,072,234.84 
333,479.00 designated 

*November to November, only figures available. 

Certain difficulties have been encountered in making the transition from 
the five-year period to the new Program: 

1. There was an inevitable reaction following the intensive campaign of 
five years. This reaction was all the more acute because of the general finan­
cial stringency which existed during most of this period, many of our business 
men having suffered financial disaster. This latter fact made our people gen­
erally cautious and reluctant to assume new Kingdom obligations. Many 
churches felt that local needs had been neglected during the five-year period 
and must now have consideration. The facts, however, for the denomination 
at large do not justify this attitude of mind, for contributions to local needs 
for the five-year period have increased over the previous five years by at least 
300 per cent, and our churches at the present time are contributing more than 
twice as much to local expenses as to denominational objects. 
We should view with alarm the possibility that along with the loss of ideal­
ism which has come to the nation, our churches, too, have lost something of 
the world outlook and the world consciousness. 

2. There was some confusion and difficulty in undertaking to do the two 
things at one time; that is, finish the 75 Million Campaign and at the same time 
install the new Program. 
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3. W e are still handicapped by the inadequate facilities for informing our 
people. The denominational papers have only a limited circulation. More than 
one-half of our people are almost wholly uninformed. 
4. There was an insistent demand for larger freedom of action on the 
part of many individuals and institutions at the close of the five-year period. 
Institutions, State and Southwide, hard pressed for funds on account of rapid 
growth and heavy financial demands, became impatient and were given the lib­
erty to go afield with special appeals. This was a disturbing element in the 
working out of the general plans and imperiled our whole Co-operative Program, 
not simply because of the amount of money raised, which might affect the total 
receipts of the Co-operative Program, but deprived to a large extent the Co­
operative Program of the moral and active support of institutions themselves, 
their alumni and friends. 

Some Encouraging Aspects 

1. Numbers of churches, however, have fully installed the new Pro­
gram, having enlisted a larger number of members than ever before. Still 
other churches, week by week, have been putting on the Program. Many of 
the churches making no reports to state headquarters are sending their offerings 
regularly. 
2. The past year has shown a marked increase in the number of churches 
which have adopted better financial systems, and we must believe that there 
has been a substantial increase in the number of those who accept and prac­
tice the principles of tithing. There is a larger appreciation on the part 
of pastors and others of the great importance of providing better financial 
systems for the churches. W e are prepared just now to make greater progress 
along these lines than at any time in the past. 
3. We must believe that we find ourselves with a real capacity for co­
operation which we have not known before and a recognition of the neces­
sity of such co-operation. 
4. The very difficulties which we have encountered and the testing time 
through which we have passed have revealed to the denomination its de­
pendable financial resources and strength and have demonstrated beyond ques­
tion the wisdom and the necessity of the co-operative plan of Southern Bap­
tists. The financial results as given in the statistical tables above are greatly 
disappointing in view of the needs of the denomination and our denominational 
possibilities, but in view of the fact that they represent the stabilized and 
dependable financial resources of the denomination are encouraging. $1,-
888,506.05 from January 1 to May 1, 1925, and $7,072,234.84 from May 1, 
1924, to May 1, 1925, constitute the income from churches and individuals 
trained and developed in systematic giving. A small part of this money has 
come as a result of the more spontaneous and irregular giving. This $1,888,-
506.05, the $7,072,234.84 for the year, stands as the monumental achievement 
of the faithful teaching of pastors and earnest men and women of our churches, 
and as a great stabilized nucleus upon which we are to build our greater 
superstructure of financial resources, and constitutes the financial hope of our 
denomination. 

Facing the Future 

In facing the future, the denomination must consider certain stern facts: 
Our boards and institutions are at present carrying heavy debts. The de­

nominational credit is strained. 
Sane and business-like provision must be made for the immediate or the 
gradual retirement of these obligations and maintenance of existing institu­
tions and activities. 
The present income, as indicated by the receipts of the past year, and es­
pecially from January to May, is inadequate. 
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What is the solution of the problem? 

It it quite certain in the minds of your Commission that at this stage of 
development of our denomination we cannot depend upon the appeal of in­
stitutions and activities to the few individuals. With such a method of sup­
port many of the institutions would be lost and others would suffer disastrously. 
Your Commission can devise no more feasible plan for the solution of our 
problem than by developing and carrying out the Program which we have 
adopted for ourselves. Just here we face a great crisis. W e must either take 
the fine nucleus of stabilized gifts, aggregating now some $7,000,000 to $8,-
000,000 a year, representing gifts of a great body of regular and systematic 
givers and well developed churches, and increase to the point of adequate 
support of our denominational activities; or, leave each institution and 
activity to go afield to gain its own support by appeal to individuals and to 
churches, which would in the end bring the greatest demoralization and dis­
aster. This latter course, it should be known, is without question the most 
expensive method of financing our institutions and activities. 
The real situation is this: MAY GOD HELP OUR PEOPLE TO SEE IT! 
W e have reached a stage in the financial development of our denomination 
which provides by systematic giving the magnificent sum of $7,000,000 or 
$8,000,000 a year. Are we going to think and speak disparagingly of this 
splendid dependable resource, as some are disposed to do, dissipate it and 
cast it to the discard, with the hope of meeting the pressing needs of some 
single activity by indiscriminate and non-co-operative appeals and efforts? 
Your Commission believes that the very time has come when this entire Con­
vention should commit itself, with a unity of purpose and consecration never 
known before, to the common task of the enlistment of our people and the 
working out of this plan. W e need to see that any other course means only 
chaos and ruin. 

Our Enlistment Task Our Opportunity 

To the best of our information we now have some 500,000 regular con­
tributors and a smaller number who have accepted and practice the principles 
of tithing. If the number of regular givers could be carried to 1,000,000 
within twelve months, this alone would pay our debts and solve our pres­
ent denominational financial problems. If the number whose weekly pro­
portion of giving should be based on the tithe could be carried to 300,000, it 
would solve our present financial difficulty. Fewer than 2 8 % of our churches 
have any well defined system of finance. The remaining 7 2 % give either 
with great irregularity or not at all. More than 6,000 are wholly unenlisted. 
Only 3 7 % % of the membership of our churches have taken any share in the 
support of the denominational enterprises. The remaining 6 2 % % , or more 
than 2,700,000, have not yet been reached by any appeal for denominational 
support. The past five years have marked the greatest period of our evan­
gelistic achievements. The churches showed a net gain by baptism of more 
than 900,000—greater than the city of Detroit, more than the population of 
any single city of the South, unless it be Baltimore and St. Louis—greater in 
numbers than the third largest denomination of the South. These 900,000 
new members alone, if enlisted to give regularly and systematically, would 
enable us to meet our denominational obligations. W e should know that an 
average weekly contribution of 10 cents from our people would yield an in­
come of more than $19,000,000. 

Our Per Capita Giving 

Due to the falling off of the irregular givers and a failure to enlist the 
more than 900,000 who have come into our churches our per capita giving 
has fallen in the past two years from $3.48 per capita to $2.62. While our 
denomination gives more in the aggregate than any other in the South, our 
standard of per capita giving is now the lowest. This shows that while we 
have been active in evangelism, not active enough, we have failed in de­
veloping our people. W e have really led in evangelism but lagged in enlist­
ment. 
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While all of these statements stand as a reproach to our denomina­
tion and reveal to us our weakness, the possibility of changing and improving 
this record by patient and persistent effort, together with the splendid body 
of stabilized givers which we already have, constitutes our great denomina­
tional hope. W e must justify these numbers by making them available for 
Kingdom service, or forfeit this stewardship of numbers, resources and op­
portunities. These statements are made not simply to show our enlistment 
responsibilities, but their possibilities. In performing faithfully this task, we 
provide for our debts, the maintenance of our institutions and activities, dignify 
our churches, develop the individual in Christian character and bring him into 
the highest privileges of Christian fellowship. 
This is no easy method of solution of our problem, but to us it appears 
the only method. This enlistment task, with all of its difficulties, we believe, 
constitutes our greatest responsibility and our greatest challenge. 

By W h o m and How Is This To Be Accomplished? 

1. Your Committee believes that the elements of leadership, spiritual 
and intellectual, as represented in this very meeting of the Convention, are 
capable of accomplishing this task in a reasonable time. W e refer to the 
pastors present, laymen, deacons, church officers, denominational servants, 
State and Southwide secretaries, editors, college presidents and faculties, 
W.M.U. representatives, B.Y.P.U. and Sunday-school officers and teachers, and 
the great body of our informed brethren and sisters. W e believe that our 
failure to accept this responsibility and commit ourselves to this task will be to 
forfeit our greatest opportunity. 
2. Your Committee would urge that we at once commit ourselves afresh 
to this enterprise, take up the work when we return to our homes, pray for it, 
talk about it at our firesides, in our churches, in the college chapel and every­
where. If the Program has not been installed in the church of which we are 
a member and to which we are related, or in the churches of the Association 
of which we are a part, that we give ourselves to the task at once. In our 
own church start with ever so few who will consent to be regular givers. Take 
that as a nucleus and build it week by week and month by month. 
3. We ask that the State secretaries and those in charge of programs 
of summer assemblies make provision for adequate consideration of this work 
in summer assemblies and encampments. 

4. That at least two of the best hours in the annual associational meet­
ing be set aside for a full discussion of this matter. Make provision for ade­
quate associational organization to press the work of full enlistment of all the 
churches. 

5. We would emphasize again that our first and foremost task is that 
of evangelizing, but we would urge as well that everywhere emphasis be placed 
upon the responsibilities of discipleship. In our evangelistic campaigns this 
summer, we respectfully request that at least two services be given to the 
teaching of stewardship and the explanation of our Kingdom Program. 

6. As contributing to the more successful completion of the work of 
the Program for this year and preparatory to the special appeal of enlistment 
at the time of our next annual canvass, as named in the report on the 1926 
Program, your Committee would recommend that during the months of Octo­
ber and November special instruction be given in all the churches concerning 
our causes and denominational plans, using the best methods and facilities 
available. W e specially recommend the use of blackboards and charts. 
7. In this connection your Committee wishes to lay great emphasis 
upon the necessity of informing our people and providing the best facilities 
for doing so. W e must not presume unduly that they are informed concern­
ing our causes and understand clearly the practicability of our working plan. 
W e should refrain from abusing them. It is possible that our present diffi­
culty grows out of the fact that we have been shaking the tree too often for 
the fruit without cultivating it. 
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Your Committee is not advised of a single instance where special paim 
were taken to instruct the congregation concerning the causes embraced and 
the general working plan of our Co-Operative Program, that there was any 
serious difficulty in enlisting the great body of the membership of the churches. 
Your Committee is in sympathy with the spirit of conservatism in the 
use of denominational funds and would urge this, but we believe that any un­
due reaction in the expenditure of money upon wise publicity will be disastrous 
to our denominational work. 

Some Words of Caution 

8. Special activities should be most careful in the exercise of any 
privilege or right of approach to individuals for large gifts not to disturb or 
imperil the Co-Operative Program of effort. It should be borne in mind that 
without such caution in doing so they are imperilling our greatest and most 
dependable source of income for our denominational activities and disturbing 
the unity and fellowship of our .great denomination. 

Loyalty to the Program Attracts and Encourages Large Gifts 

Your Commission confidently believes that the successful working of the 
Co-Operative Program and the development and maintenance of a stabilized 
financial system will itself attract and secure large gifts from our men and 
women of wealth as nothing else will do. This statement is borne out by the 
fact that during the period in which our contributions have been more gen­
erous and regular to the Co-Operative Program, our institutions and activities 
have received larger gifts than ever before in the history of our Convention. 
These gifts aggregate $2,900,000, from seven individuals. We cannot ex­
pect these gifts from the rich unless we can show that our denomination is 
fully co-operant and efficient. It would seem, therefore, that a failure to 
support our Co-Operative Program not only disturbs this most dependable 
source of our income, but also jeopardizes the possibility of securing spon­
taneous and large gifts from wealthy individuals. 
In making reference to these generous gifts by individuals we beg to call 
attention again to the magnificent giving of the great body of our people, 
contributing in five years to denominational objects more than $58,000,000, 
and to local expenses at least $105,000,000, a total of more than $160,000,-
000. The great body of our Baptist people and our local churches are, after 
all, our greatest financial resources. LET US TRUST THEM AND MAKE 
THEM TRUSTWORTHY AND DEPENDABLE. 
Your Committee would remind those individuals and churches ostensibly 
believing in and committed to the Co-Operative Program, and who protest 
against the general appeals of special interests, that such protest cannot be 
made consistently unless a whole-hearted and worthy support is given to the 
Co-Operative Program. In fact, we must justify and make effective the Co-
Operative Program everywhere by supporting it generously. A contribution of 
a nominal sum by an individual or church to the Co-Operative Program must 
not be used as an excuse for failure to respond to the appeal of any special 
interest and the ground of justification for protest against such appeals. Your 
Committee readily grants that there are grave responsibilities on both sides 
of the issues involved. 
10. Your Committee would beg that our brethren refrain from anything 
like destructive criticism. We would not close our eyes to any facts bearing 
upon our work and endeavor faithfully to remove any evils and correct any 
mistakes. Let us be sure to emphasize as well, however, our great successes 
and achievements and keep to the forefront those things that make for hope, 
confidence and success. One of the great tests, if not the greatest test of 
denominational and Kingdom loyalty, is loyalty to its causes and enterprises. 
In this connection, we believe it the right thing to report fully to the 
denomination all debts and obligations. This should be done by institutions 
and activities. On the other hand, we should make known our great achieve­
ments and assets. 
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11. Having adopted the annual budget which calls for the annual every-
member canvass, and which will doubtless be the permanent policy of the 
denomination, we will again be faced with the necessity of doing two things 
at the same time. There should be no difficulty about this. The every-member 
canvass, for which the most thorough preparation should be made, is only an 
incident in our church activity. It should in no way disturb the regularity and 
continuity of our giving. W e must and can learn to do this for the denomina­
tional causes as we do for the local budget. Many of our churches pass this 
seemingly difficult period without disturbance, setting a worthy example to all 
of our churches. Other denominations make the transition without difficulty. 
W h y not we? 
12. The recommendations concerning the 1926 Program call for the ap­
pointment of a committee to work out a well co-ordinated plan of installing 
better financial methods in the churches and teaching stewardship. Your com­
mittee would recommend that such Program adopted become effective during 
the remainder of this year. 
13. Your Committee would further recommend that from the adoption 
of this report by the Convention our co-operative work be known as "The 
Co-Operative Program of Southern Baptists," and that our Commission be 
known as the "Commission on Co-Operative Program of Southern Baptists." 

14. Your Committee, in presenting these recommendations, do so in the 
discharge of our duties defined under our appointment by this Convention, 
and express the wish that it be borne in mind that our Commission is the 
creature of the Convention, and that we are its servants and the servants of 
all the churches. 

In concluding this report, your Committee would reaffirm its belief that 
the only way of liquidating our debts and creating an adequate financial sup­
port of all of our institutions and activities under God is to commit ourselves 
thoroughly to our Co-Operative Program, taking the nucleus of regular and 
systematic givers and the wholly or partially enlisted churches and the great 
body of the unenlisted members, and week by week and month by month, 
build them into a great and mighty host of never-failing supporters of King­
dom causes. Your Committee believes that for this great body of Baptist 
brethren and sisters to journey from their respective states to this place of 
meeting and fail to get a clearer vision of this compelling opportunity and task, 
such as will lead to a whole-hearted consecration to the accomplishment of 
these ends, will mean that our travel and our meeting together here upon this 
occasion will have been largely in vain. 
Your Committee would, without designating any special days of prayer, 
ask our people to pray continually every day for our causes and that God 
will give to us good harvest and good business success, and, above all, the 
willingness to contribute of our substance to his cause and give ourselves in 
service to him. Let us here and now consecrate ourselves afresh with patience 
and persistence to the task of the full enlistment of all of our churches and 
our people—AND M A Y A L M I G H T Y G O D H E L P U S SO TO D O ! 
We herewith submit also recommendations concerning the 1926 Program: 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON 1926 PROGRAM 

As bearing upon these recommendations, we give below certain information 
which has been assembled. In gathering data on what each state is doing for 
the various Southwide denominational objects during 1925, it is discovered 
that the percentage of their gifts is as follows: 

State H.M F.M. C.E. Hos. M.R. 
Alabama 20 .47 .20 .03 .10 
•Arkansas 07 .17 .07 .01 .03 
•District of Columbia. .20 .47 .20 .03 .10 
Florida 20 .47 .20 .03 .10 
Georgia 20 .47 .20 .03 .10 
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Illinois 20 
Kentucky 20 
Louisiana 20 
Mississippi 20 
•Maryland 08 
Missouri 20 
New Mexico 07 
North Carolina 20 
Oklahoma 20 
•South Carolina 04 
Tennessee 20-
Texas 20 
•Virginia 10 

.47 

.47 

.47 

.47 

.28 

.47 

.16 19/20 

.47 

.47 

.30 

.47 

.47 

.30 

.20 

.20 

.20 

.20 

.09 

.20 

.07 

.20 

.20 

.09 

.20 

.20 

.05 

.03 

.03 

.03 

.03 

.03 

.01 1/20 

.03 

.03 

.03 
.03 

.10 

.10 

.10 

.10 

.04% 

.10 

.03 

.10 

.10 

.02 

.10 

.10 

.05 

•The percentage based upon the whole distribution and not simply upon 
Southwide distribution. 

W e give also the State Objectives for 1925: 

State Amount 

Alabama $ 1,000,000 
Arkansas 400,000 
District of Columbia 50,000 
Florida 225,000 
Georgia 1,000,000 
Illinois 88,000 
Kentucky 1,300,000 
Louisiana 500,000 
Maryland 125,000 
Mississippi 700,000 
Missouri 750,250 
New Mexico 50,000 
North Carolina 1,000,000 
Oklahoma 350,000 
South Carolina 1,100,000 
Tennessee 750,000 
Texas 1,800,000 
Virginia 1,500,000 
$12,688,250 

Actions by the State Conventions of last fall with reference to the 1926 
Program and reports from them are as follows: 

Alabama objective for 1926 
Arkansas objective for 1926 (estimated) $ 400,000 
District of Columbia objective for 1926 100,000 
Florida objective for 1926 (estimated) 225,000 
Georgia objective for 1926 (estimated) 1,000,000 
Illinois objective for 1926 
Kentucky objective for 1926 
Louisiana objective for 1926 
Maryland objective for 1926 
Mississippi objective for 1926 800,000 
Missouri objective for 1926 (estimated) 750,000 
New Mexico objective for 1926 
North Carolina objective for 1926 1,000,000 
Oklahoma objective for 1926 350,000 
South Carolina objective for 1926 / 
Tennessee objective for 1926 
Texas objective for 1926 -. '.'.'.'. 
Virginia objective for 1926 1.000,000 

Percentage to 
Southwide 
Objects 

35 
35 
50 
42 
50 
50 
50 
40 
50 
50 
42% 
35 
50 
40 
45 
50 
42 
50 

Amount of 
Objective to 
Southwide 

Objects 

$ 350,000 
140,000 
25,000 
94,500 

500,000 
44,000 

650,000 
175,000 
62,500 
350,000 
320,000 
17,500 
500,000 
140,000 
495,000 
375,000 
756,000 
750,000 

$5,744,500 

Total objectives 
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The various States were also asked to advise this committee what per­
centage of their total contribution they will give to Southwide objects for 
1926. They report as follows: 

Alabama State Southwide 
Arkansas (estimated) 65% State 35% Southwide 
•District of Columbia State Southwide 
Florida State Southwide 
Georgia 50% State 50% Southwide 
Illinois State Southwide 
Kentucky State Southwide 
Louisiana State Southwide 
Maryland 50% State 50% Southwide 
Mississippi State Southwide 

Missouri (estimated) .57%% State 4 2 % % Southwide 
Oklahoma 60% State 40% Southwide 
New Mexico State Southwide 
**North Carolina 50% State 50% Southwide 
South Carolina State Southwide 
Tennessee State Southwide 
Texas State Southwide 
Virginia (estimated) 50% State 50% Southwide 

•Amount outside local needs will be divided between Northern and Southern 
Conventions. 
••This division applies if Orphanage goes alone; otherwise, 60% for State 
and 40% for Southwide. 

The Committee on Future Program, carrying out the instructions of the 
Convention embodied in Resolution 7 of Recommendations on Future Pro­
gram of Southern Baptist Convention, have secured from the various South-
wide institutions and activities written statements of their minimum needs for 
the calendar year 1926, and give below a summary of these statements: 
FOREIGN MISSION BOARD 
Bank indebtedness and Letters of Credit $2,339,548.00 
Board asks for minimum of $4,000,000.00 
HOME MISSION BOARD 
Present indebtedness: 

Current $711,470.00 
Deferred . . .- 163,795.00 
Southern Baptist Sanatorium . . 300,000.00 
Church Gifts 53,724.58—$1,228,989.58— 

Current Expenses 720,000.00—$1,948,989.58 
Board asks for 2 3 % % of distributable funds, or $1,175,000.00. 

RELIEF AND ANNUITY BOARD 
Relief Department: 

Current Expenses $140,000.00 
Increased stipends 100,000.00 
Additional reserve 250,000.00—$ 490,000.00 

Annuity Department 400,000.00—$ 890,000.00 

EDUCATION BOARD 
Total indebtedness $ 178,071.86 
Current expenses 162,241.80 $ 340,314.66 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Current expenses $ 30,000.00 
Student help 30,000.00 
Improvements in equipment 2,000,000.00—$2,060,000.00 


