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"It Is Superb-
May Its Readers Increase " 
The above came from one who deeply appreciates the value 

of the great Mission Journal of the Southern Baptist Conven­

tion, Another writes: 

"I wish to congratulate you upon the very interesting articles in 
both numbers—April and May—articles which appeal both to the 
intellect and the heart of one who has always been intensely inter­
ested in missions. The regular reading of this magazine will be a 
blessing to me, and I only wish the entire membership of our church 
could have a similar opportunity to become informed/' 

This simply voices the wishes of thousands of Christian 
workers, and to meet these earnest desires our great Mission 
Journal H O M E A N D F O R E I G N FIELDS, has been listed so that 
your church may order it along with the other Sunday-school 
literature for distribution among your teachers and officers as 

a vitally important supplement to study helps. 

Your School Could Make No Better Investment 

For Its Teachers and Officers Than to Supply Them Each 
Month with This Outstanding Mission Journal 

Only 25c per Quarter — $1.00 per Year 

USE THIS ORDER FORM 

Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Please send copies of HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS 

each month, charging to our account. 

Send to Church 

Local Address Post Office 

Signed by 
Designated Officer 





WILLIAM WARREN LANDRUM, D.D. 

BORN JANUARY 18, 1853, AT MACON, GEORGIA 

DIED JANUARY 24, 1926, AT RUSSELLVILLE, KENTUCKY 

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE CONVENTION, 1917 AND 1920 
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Maryland—Joshua Levering, Baltimore; J. E. Hicks, Baltimore; W. H. 
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W. L. Poteat, Wake Forest; Gilbert T. Stephenson, Winston-Salem; Livingston 
Johnson, Raleigh; J. Clyde Turner, Greensboro; C. H. Durham, Lumberton; 
W. J. Berryman, Edenton; R. J. Bateman, Asheville. 

Alabama—L. O. Dawson, Tuscaloosa; C. A. Stakely, Montgomery; Wm. H. 
Manly, Birmingham; D. H. Brown, Birmingham; L. L. Gwaltney, Birmingham; 
Paul V. Bomar, Marion; Wm. A. Davis, Anniston; W. W. Campbell, Roanoke; 
J. E. Dillard, Birmingham. 

Texas—J. B. Leavell, Houston; S. P. Brooks, Waco; R. T. Hanks, Jewett; 
M. T. Andrews, Texarkana; E. F. Lyon, Vernon; W. W. Melton, Waco; W. W. 
Lee, San Antonio; Wallace Bassett, Dallas; E. G. Townsend, Belton. 

Kentucky—J. B. Weatherspoon, Louisville; Ben Bruner, Louisville; Geo. W. 
Norton, Jr., Louisville; F. H. Goodridge, Louisville; Junius Caldwell, Louisville; 
A. Y. Ford, Louisville; B. F. Procter, Bowling Green; Geo. E. Hays, Louisville; 
L. W. Doolan, Danville. 

South Carolina—Z. T. Cody, Greenville; C. V. Cook, Gaffney; H. L. Bomar, 
Spartanburg; W. L. Ball, Spartanburg; Rufus Ford, Marion; C. C. Coleman, 
Charleston; H. P. McGee, Greenville; E. S. Reeves, Union; C. B. Bobo, Laurens; J. J. Lawton, Hartsville; I. H. Hunt, Newberry. 
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Missouri—D. J. Evans, Kansas City; S. E. Ewing, St. Louis; H. C. Wayman, 
Liberty; Hugh Stephens, Jefferson City; W. H. Williams, St. Joseph; Howard 
P. Smith, Palmyra; L. M. Hale, St. Louis. , 
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Oklahoma—George McMillan, Bristow; J. B. Lawrence, Shawnee; J. W. 

Harreld, Oklahoma City. 
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Ft. Worth, Texas 
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O. S. Lattimore, President, Austin, Texas; Forrest Smith, Vice-President, 
Fort Worth, Texas; C. M. King, Secretary, Seminary Hill, Texas. 

Term Expires 1926—L. M. Sipes, Little Rock, Ark.; Crumpton Walker, 
Hopkinsville, Ky.; N. A. Moore, Montezuma, New Mexico; C. V. Edwards, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Term Expires 1927—Norman Cox, Savannah, Ga.; M. E. Dodd, Shreveport, 
La.; John R. Jester, Winston-Salem, N. C.; Geo. W. Truett, Dallas, Texas; 
J. B. Tidwell, Waco, Texas. 

Term Expires 1928—Bunyan Stephens, Tallahassee, Fla.; J. L. Johnson, 
Hattiesburg, Miss.; J. W. Bruner, Chickasha, Okla.; J. B. Cranfill, Dallas, Texas; 
Fred A. Martin, Fort Worth, Texas. 

Term Expires 1929—S. J. Porter, Washington, D. C; J. E. Hicks, Balti­
more, Md.; C. E. Burts, Newberry, S. C.; O. S. Lattimore, Austin, Texas; 
J. K. Wadley, Texarkana, Ark.; Marshall Craig, Petersburg, Va. 

Term Expires 1930—Jos. P. Boone, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; W. P. Throgmorton, 
Marion, 111.; R. B. Whiteside, St. Louis, Mo.; I. N. Penick, Jackson, Tenn.; 
Forrest Smith, Fort Worth, Texas. 
BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
B. H. DeMENT, President 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
P. I. Lipsey, President; W. H. Managan, Vice-President; W. W. Hamilton, 
Secretary; R. F. Lawton, Treasurer. 

Executive Committee—P. I. Lipsey, L. T. Hastings, R. F. Lawton, W. W. 
Hamilton, O. L. Benway, I. J. Van Ness. 

Term Expiring 1927—H. Ross Arnold, Greenville, Ala.; H. L. Winburn 
Arkadelphia, Ark.; O. O. Dietz, 1009 Newton St., N. E., Washington, D. C; 
J. D. Adcock, Orlando, Fla.; A. N. Essick, Du Quoin, 111. 

Term Expiring 1928—W. H. Managan, West Lake, La.; P. I. Lipsey, Box 
520, Jackson, Miss.; C. W. Daniel, Atlanta, Ga.; I. J. Van Ness, Nashville, Tenn.; 
B. D. Gray, Atlanta, Ga. 

Term Expiring 1929—W. W. Hamilton, New Orleans, La.; L. T. Hastings 
Monroe, La.; R. F. Lawton, New Orleans; O. L. Benway, New Orleans; John 
Huff, New Orleans. 

Term Expiring 1930—C. P. Stealey, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Weston Bruner, 
Laurens, S. C.; J. J. Hurt, Jackson, Tenn.; J. B. Leavell, Houston, Texas; M. C.' 
Thomas, CharlottsviUe, Va. 

Term Expiring 1931—Ryland Knight, St. Loujs, Mo.; W. E. Dawn, Aztec 
N. M.; W. A. Ayers, Forest City, N. C; W. E. Hunter, Summerset, Ky.; R. B! 
Jones, Baltimore, Md. 



THE AMERICAN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Board of Directors 

Terms to Expire in 1927—Hight C. Moore, A. M. Nicholson, E. P. Alldredge, 
J. H. Moore. 

Terms to Expire in 1928—E. Y. Mullins, John D. Freeman, John L. Hill, 
A. J. Barton. 

Terms to Expire in 1929—Powhatan W. James, E. L. Atwood, Chas. E. 
Little, J. C. Miles. 
Holding Board 
Terms to Expire in 1927—A. B. Hill, A. E. Pickup. 

Terms to Expire in 1928—B. R. Kennedy, 0. L. Hailey. 
Terms to Expire in 1929—I. J. Van Ness, William Gupton. 
Terms to Expire in 1930—W. F. Powell, A. G. Ewing, Jr. 

HOSPITAL COMMISSION 

F. S. Groner, Chairman Otto Whittington, Arkansas 
Bunyan Stephens, Florida R. H. Bagby, District of Columbia 
M. P. Hunt, Kentucky J. F. Nix, New Mexico 
E. D. Solomon, Louisiana I. H. Hunt, South Carolina 
W. H. Baylor, Maryland T. Ryland Sanford, Virginia 
P. I. Lipsey, Mississippi W. R. Owen, Georgia 
S. E. Ewing, Missouri J. M. Pepper, Illinois 
G. T. Lumpkin, North Carolina W. R. Seymore, Alabama 
A. E. Jennings, Tennessee J. F. Robinson, Oklahoma 
Local Members (New Orleans) 
0. L. Benway Ollie B. Webb C. M. Managan 
W. P. O'Neal John D. Nix, Sr. J. E. Oliver 
S. N. Harrell T. W. Salmen R. F. Lawton 
James H. Tharpe 

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE 
CONVENTION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President and Senior Secretary of the Convention, one member from each of 
the Boards of the Convention, and the following 

State Members—P. C. Ratliff, Alabama; B. G. Lowrey, Mississippi; Living­
ston Johnson, North Carolina; Z. T. Cody, South Carolina; J. Calvin Moss, Vir­
ginia; J. R. Johnson, Tennessee; J. A. Musgrave, Illinois; H. L. Winburn, Ar­
kansas; M. T. Andrews, Texas; Ben S. Thompson, Georgia; Henry Alford Porter, 
Missouri; J. B. Lawrence, Oklahoma; J. W. Porter, Kentucky; T. V. McCaul, 
Florida; Dana Terry, Louisiana; S. J. Porter, District of Columbia, W. H. 
Brannock, Maryland; Joe F. (Grizzle, New Mexico. 
LAYMEN'S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

Advisory Committee—F. F. Brown, J. L. Dance, B. A. Bowers, J. K. Haynes, 
C. E. Sprague. 

Executive Committee—B. A. Morton, Chairman, L. T. McSpadden, Sec, 
J. H. Brakefield, Treas., J. H. Anderson, R. A. Brown, E. C. Mahan, J. B. Jones, 
T. H. Rose, J. Pike Powers, Jr., Cecil H. Baker, B. C. Ogle, A. I. Smith, G. A. 
Atchley, H. D. Blanc, Louis Francis,, Lee H. Petree, D. G. Cockrum. 

Non-Resident Members—B. L. Glascock, C. S. Stephens, T. L. Cate, E. H. 
Rolston, W. B. Stokeley, J. T. McKinney, T. Russ Hill, J. B. Gatliff. 

J. T. HENDERSON, General Secretary. 7 



ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Solon B. Cousins, Chairman, Virginia; L. D. Newton, Georgia; J. E-
Mississippi; L. H. Maples, Missouri; A. T. Jamison, South Carolina. 

SOCIAL SERVICE 

A. J. Barton, Chairman, A. R. Bond, C. M. Caldwell, C. B. Austin, Paul 
Webber, W. D. Upshaw, C. S. Gardner, Charles T. Bagby, E. B. gatcner, o. o. 
Coleman, W. L. Poteat, J. Clyde Turner, John L. Hill, Newell Sanders, o. r. 
Brooks, F. W. Boatwright. 
W.M.U. WORK 
J. Clyde Turner, Chairman, North Carolina; Frank McDonald, Alabama; 
Mrs. Janie Cree Bose, Kentucky; John W. Inzer, Tennessee; Mrs. G: *. Martin, 
Virginia. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF THE 
CONVENTION 
Boards—E. E. Bomar, North Carolina, Chairman; A. C. Davidson, Alabama; 
C. B. Waller, Arkansas; S. J. Porter, District of Columbia; A. M. Bennett, 
Florida; H. M. Fugate, Georgia; Z. F. Bond, Illinois; J. W . Gillon, Kentucky; 
E D. Solomon, Louisiana; H. P. McCormick, Maryland; J. A. Taylor, Missis­
sippi; S. E. Ewing, Missouri; S. S. Bussell, New Mexico; W . W . Chancellor, 
Oklahoma; John E. White, South Carolina; John H. Buchanan, Tennessee; Rob­
ert Jolly, Texas; D. E. Perkinson, Virginia. 

Business Efficiency—Austin Crouch, Tennessee, Chairman; P. C. Ratliff, 
Alabama; H. G. Pugh, Arkansas; E. Hilton Jackson, District of Columbia; C. 
W . Duke, Florida; Norman F. Cox, Georgia; Julian Atwood, Illinois; George 
E. Hays, Kentucky; Ben Johnson, Louisiana; L. J. Westfall, Maryland; W. M. 
Whittington, Mississippi; Minetry Jones, Missouri; A. B. Parry, New Mexico; 
Gilbert T. Stephenson, North Carolina; J. W . Bruner, Oklahoma; C. B. Bobo, 
South Carolina; Robert Coleman, Texas; T. Clagett Skinner, Virginia. 

Basis of Change in Representation—E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, Chairman; C. 
W. Daniel, Georgia; V. I. Masters, Kentucky; C. E. Burts, South Carolina; J. H. 
Anderson, Tennessee; E. C. Routh, Texas; R. H. Pitt, Virginia. 

Co-Operative Program—J. E. Dillard, Alabama, Chairman; G. W . Puryear, 
Arkansas; John E. Briggs, District of Columbia; J. Dean Adcock, Florida; W. 
H. Major, Georgia; C. M. Wasson, Illinois; W . S. Farmer, Kentucky; M. E. 
Dodd, Louisiana; E. H. Marriner, Mississippi; R. K. Kelley, Missouri; A. L. 
Maddox, New Mexico; R. J. Bateman, North Carolina; W . O. Anderson, Okla­
homa; C. E. Burts, South Carolina; J. H. Anderson, Tennessee; Pat M. Neff, 
Texas; J. T. Watts, Virginia; I. J. Van Ness; J. F. Love; B. D. Gray; William 
Lunsford; J. W . Cammack; E. Y. Mullins; J. T. Henderson; L. R. Scarborough; 
B. H. DeMent; Miss Kathleen Mallory; Mrs. W . J. Cox; State Secretaries; F. 
H. Leavell; O. L. Hailey; Louis J. Bristow; Mi-s. W . N. Jones, North Carolina; 
Mrs. C. M. Thompson, Tennessee; Miss Elsie Harrison, Arkansas. 

Education Board Report—Finley F. Gibson, Kentucky, Chairman; L. E. 
Barton, Alabama; T. D. Brown, Arkansas; C. B. Austin, District of Columbia; 
Bunyan Stephens, Florida; J. E. Sammons, Georgia; Mrs. W . H. Rhine, Illi­
nois; Mrs. W . W. Hamilton, Louisiana; H. R. Jackson, Maryland; W . T. Lowery, 
Mississippi; W . H. Barton, Missouri; R. Peterson, New Mexico; Charles Stevens, 
North Carolina; Mrs. R. T. Mansfield, Oklahoma; Weston Bruner, South Caro­
lina; W . M. Wood, Tennessee; J. M. Dawson, Texas; J. R. Edwards, Virginia. 

Foreign Mission Board Report—C. B. Waller, Chairman, Arkansas; H. W. 
O. Millington, District of Columbia; W . L. C. Mahon, Florida; E. F. Campbell, 
Georgia; Julian Atwood, Illinois; J. W. Gillon, Kentucky; W . W . Hamilton, Jr., 
Louisiana; O. C. S. Wallace, Maryland; Hugh E. Ray, Mississippi; Ryland 
Knight, Missouri; J. Carl McCoy, New Mexico; Mrs. Charles E Maddrv North 
Carolina; R. M. Inlow, Oklahoma; Mrs. George E. Davis, South Carolina- John 
H. Moore, Tennessee; Mrs. S. P. Brooks, Texas; T. Ryland Sanford, Virginia. 

Home Mission Board Report—Richard H. Edmonds, Chairman ' MarvlnnH • 
C. A. Stakely, Alabama; Otto Whittington, Arkansas; Mrs. S. J. Porter n i ? • + 
of Columbia; B. C. Hening, Florida; R. L. Bolton, Georgia; B. F. Rodni- n 



hnois; E. K. Wright, Kentucky; Mrs. M. E. Dodd, Louisiana; Walter E. Lee, 
Mississippi; S. M. Brown, Missouri; Mrs. R. Peterson, New Mexico; T. W. 
O'Kelley, North Carolina; J. T. Early, Oklahoma; Mrs. W. J. McGlothlin, South 
Carolina; Mrs. C. D. Creasman, Tennessee; J. B. Leavell, Texas; George T. 
Waite, Virginia. 

Legal Status of Boards and Institutions—Clifford Walker, Georgia, Chair­
man; Frank Willis Barnett, Alabama; W. E. Atkinson, Arkansas; J. W. Porter, 
Kentucky; J. P. Newman, Tennessee; M. H. Wolfe, Texas; Ernest M. Long, 
Virginia. 

National Baptist Memorial—B. D. Gray, Chairman; B. C. Hening, E. B. Jack­
son, T. C. Skinner, W. L. Ball. 

Preservation of Baptist History—A. J. Holt, Florida, Chairman; C. A. 
Stakely, Alabama; J. F. Tull, Arkansas; H. Allen Tupper, District of Columbia; 
A. H. Newman, Georgia; W. P. Throgmorton, Illinois; F. M. Powell, Kentucky; 
E. F. Haight, Louisiana; A. J. Fristoe, Maryland; A. J. Aven, Mississippi; S. 
M. Brown, Missouri; Mrs. George E. Elam, New Mexico; W. W. Rimmer, North 
Carolina; T. G. Nettleton, Oklahoma; W. M. Lee, South Carolina; C. L. Skinner, 
Tennessee; W. W. Barnes, Texas; Garnett Ryland, Virginia. 

Relief and Annuity Board Report—W. J. McGlothlin, South Carolina, Chair­
man; C. C. Pugh, Alabama; S. E. Tull, Arkansas; S. J. Porter, District of Co­
lumbia; Lee McB. White, Florida; Wm. Russell Owen, Georgia; R. F. Doll, 
Illinois; Spencer Tunnell, Kentucky; J. A. Huff, Louisiana; M. W. Royal, Mary­
land; W. A. Borum, Mississippi; Miss Jessie Burrall, Missouri; N. A. Coxsey, 
New Mexico; C. H. Durham, North Carolina; T. M. Smith, Oklahoma; Mrs. A. 
L. Todd, Tennessee; E. P. West, Texas; C. W. McElroy, Virginia. 

Sunday School Board Report—Will Cooke Boone, Chairman, Kentucky; J. 
R. Hobbs, Alabama; L. M. Sipes, Arkansas; H. W. O. Millington, District of 
Columbia; George Hyman, Florida; L. M. Latimer, Georgia; R. A. Morris, 
Illinois; George H. Crutcher, Louisiana; W. C. Royal, Maryland; B. H. Love­
lace, Mississippi; C. A. Westbrook, Missouri; W. E. Henson, New Mexico; J. 
M. Kester, North Carolina; T. C. Carlton, Oklahoma; C. V. Cook, South Caro­
lina; J. J. Hurt, Tennessee; Mrs. George W. Truett, Texas; C. R. Angell, 
Virginia. 
WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 
President 
Mrs. W. J. Cox Memphis, Tennessee 
Vice-President Emerita 
Miss E. S. Broadus Louisville, Kentucky 
Corresponding Secretary 
Miss Kathleen Mallory Birmingham, Alabama 
Young People's Secretary and College Correspondent 
Miss Juliette Mather Birmingham, Alabama 

Recording Secretary 

Mrs. H. M. Wharton Baltimore, Maryland 

Assistant Recording Secretary 

Mrs. Sumter Lea, Jr Birmingham, Alabama 

Treasurer 

Mrs. W. C. Lowndes Baltimore, Maryland 

Vice-Presidents 

Mrs. Carter Wright Alabama 
Mrs. W. S. Rye Arkansas 
Mrs. H. M. Watkins District of Columbia 
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Mrs. Brinson McGowan J^rLla 
Mrs. W. J. Neel • G T f S 
Mrs. L. C. Biggs Illinois 
Mrs. A . T. Robertson-.:::.::::::;.;:;::::;::::::.:::::.: ?%££* 
Mrs. T. E. Stephenson £ v Z 
Mrs. Eugene Levering ;^a*yif™1 
Mrs. A. J. Aven ... . • -Mississippi 
Mrs. F. w . Armstrong ::.•.•::.•:; :: • • - M i s ! ^ " 
Mrs. T. W . Bruce .. N e w Mexico 
Mrs. W . N. Jones North Carolina 
Mrs. R. T. Mansfield Oklahoma 
Mrs. J. D. Chapman South Carolina 
Mrs. R. L. Harris Tennessee 
Mrs. F. S. Davis • \ i e. x? s 

Mrs. G. R. Martin Virginia 

CONSTITUTION 
The messengers from missionary societies, churches, and other religious 
bodies of the Baptist denomination in various parts of the United States, met 
in Augusta, Georgia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the benevolent in­
tention of our constituents by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and 
directing the energies of the denomination for the propagation of the gospel, 
adopted rules and fundamental principles which, as amended from time to time, 
are as follows: 

Article I. This body shall be styled the "Southern Baptist Convention." 
Art. II. It shall be the design of the Convention to promote foreign and 

domestic missions, and other important objects connected with the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, and to combine for this purpose such portions of the Baptist denomina­
tion in the United States as may desire a general organization for Christian 
benevolence, which shall fully respect the independence and equal rights of 
the churches. 

Art. III. The Convention shall consist (1) of messengers who contribute 
funds, or are elected by Baptist bodies contributing funds for the regular work 
of the Convention, on the basis of one messenger for every $250 actually paid 
into the treasuries of the Boards during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day 
of April next preceding the meeting of the Convention; (2) of one representa­
tive from each of the District Associations which co-operate with this Conven­
tion provided that such representative be formally elected at the annual meet­
ing of his District Association, and the election certified to the Secretaries of 
the Convention, either in writing or by copy of the printed Minutes. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, four Vice-
Presidents, a Treasurer, an Auditor, who shall in event of the death or dis­
ability of the Treasurer, act as such officer, and two Secretaries, who shall be 
elected at each annual meeting, and hold their offices until a new election; and 
the officers of the Convention shall be, each by virtue of his office, members of 
the several Boards. 

Art. V. The Convention shall elect at each annual meeting as many Boards 
of Managers as, in its judgment, will be necessary for carrying out the benevo­
lent objects it may determine to promote—all of which Boards may continue in 
office until a new election. Each of these Boards shall consist of eighteen mem­
bers residing at or near the locality of the Board, and of one member for each 
State co-operating with the Convention. Seven members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. Each Board shall elect a President, Re­
cording Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor, Corresponding Secretary who shall be 
the executive officer of the Board and may be named its Treasurer if deemed 
advisable, additional Secretaries and such other officers and employes as it may 
deem necessary for the efficient conduct of its work and business The comnen-

officer orTmnfovrora'nv^1^6/ Bha11 J* taed *l e-h Bo'rd but^no "affied 
sh^rbe^o^SrlTing^'reTeTs ol tCc^l^°L V " * ^ 
ment of all the affairs relative to the objects with wh o s e' interS**?. T ^ K " charged; all of which management shall be in strict accordancJ.?%? A h a U bG stitutional provisions adopted by this Convention, and such othVi^iW * . COn" may be given from time to time. Each Board shall be authoriLri r U c t l 0 n S aS own By-Laws, and to fill any vacancy occurring in its membership enact its office of Corresponding Secretary between the meetings of the Convl *?r in the * mention. 



Art. VI. The duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be in general 
terms such as recognized custom devolves upon executive officers of this kind, 
with such other duties as the Board may prescribe. The management of busi­
ness shall be subject always to the authority and approval of the Board, with 
ultimate reference to the Convention itself. 

Art. VII. The Treasurer of each Board shall faithfully account for all 
moneys received by him, keep a regular entry of all receipts and disbursements, 
and make report of them to the Convention whenever it shall be in session, and 
to his Board as often as required. He shall also, on entering upon the duties of 
his office, give competent security to the President of the Board for all the 
stocks and funds committed to his care. His books shall always be open to the 
inspection of members of the Board and of the Convention. He shall not pay 
out money from the Treasury except under such orders and safeguards as the 
Board may enact for the proper conduct of its financial affairs. 

Art. VIII. The Recording Secretaries of the several Boards shall keep a 
fair record of their proceedings, and of such other documents as may be com­
mitted to them for the purpose. 

Art. IX. All the officers of the Convention, all members of the Boards, 
missionaries and agents appointed by the Convention, or by any of its Boards, 
shall be members of regular churches co-operating with this Convention. 

Art. X. Missionaries appointed by any of the Boards of this Convention 
must, previous to their appointment, furnish evidence of genuine piety, fervent 
zeal in their Master's cause, and talents which fit them for the service for which 
they offer themselves. 

Art. XI. The bodies and individuals co-operating with this Convention shall 
have the right to specify the object or objects to which their contributions shall 
be applied. But when no such specification is made, the Convention will make 
the distribution atvits own discretion. 

Art. Xn. The Convention shall hold its meetings annually. A majority of 
the attending messengers shall not be necessary to make a quorum for the trans­
action of business. The Executive Committee of the Convention may call extra 
meetings if necessary, or change the time and place of meeting of the Conven­
tion when the Committee may deem it inexpedient to convene at the time and 
place appointed. 

Art. XIII. Any alterations which experience shall dictate may be made in 
these Articles by a vote of two-thirds of the members present when the vote is 
taken without regard to total enrollment at any annual meeting of the Con­
vention, provided no amendment may be considered after the second day of the 
Convention. 

BY-LAWS 
In order to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, the following By-
Laws are adopted for the government of the Convention: 

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries of the Convention to be present 
at the place of meeting at least one day in advance of the annual sessions for the 
purpose of enrolling the members of the Convention who shall present themselves 
with proper evidence of their right to be enrolled; and this enrollment shall be 
recognized as constituting the Convention. The Secretaries are authorized to 
add the names of accredited messengers who arrive later than the opening day. 
In case of any question arising as to the rights of messengers to seats, a Com­
mittee on Credentials shall be raised to which all pertinent matters shall be 
referred, and report be made to the Convention. It shall be the duty of the Sec­
retaries within thirty days after the annual meeting of the Convention to notify 
all members of standing committees of their appointment, and to inform chair­
men of such commitees of their appointment as chairmen. It shall, also be the 
duty of the Secretaries to be present at the place of meeting of the Convention 
far enough in advance to aid the local committee in making suitable arrange­
ments for the conduct of the business of the Convention. They shall see that 
committee rooms, places for exhibits, displaying charts and all other details 
shall be so provided for as to prevent disturbance of the Convention in its 
deliberations, and in general take such measures as experience shows to be re­
quisite for the orderly and convenient dispatch of business. 

2. The Rules of Order for the Convention shall be those laid down in Mell's 
"Manual of Parliamentary Practice," and Kerfoot's "Parliamentary Law," but 11 



in cases where these authorities differ, or for which they do not Pr0V^jJ^! 
President shall exercise his discretion, subject to appeal to the Conventio . 

3. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretaries of the Convention s 
be elected by ballot; provided, however, that when there is only one n0inf there 
for any office, the Secretary or any one designated for the purpose, 1 
be no objection, may be instructed to cast the ballot for the Convention. 

4. Speeches in support of any brother's nomination for an office o 
Convention shall be limited to one address of not more than five minuses 
length, and one second of five minutes. . 

5. The Boards of the Convention shall be as follows: The Foreign Mission 
Board, located at Richmond, Va.; the Home Mission Board, at Atlanta, ua., tne 
Sunday School Board, at Nashville, Tenn.; the Relief and Annuity Board, at 
Dallas, Texas; the Education Board, at Birmingham, Ala. 

6. The Institutions of the Convention may be as follows: The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, located at Louisville, Ky.; the Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, at Fort Worth, Texas; the Baptist Bible Institute, at 
New Orleans, La.; the American Baptist Theological Seminary, at Nashville, 
Tenn.; and the Hospital Commission. 

7. The members of the Boards enumerated in Article 5 of the By-Laws and 
the Trustees or Boards of the Institutions enumerated in Article 6 of the By-
Laws shall be named in the following manner: The President of the Convention, 
before the final adjournment, shall appoint a Committee on Boards composed of 
one member from each state and the District of Columbia, which Committee 
shall nominate at the next ensuing Convention (1) the general Boards in ac­
cordance with Article V of the Constitution and (2) the Trustees, Directors 
or Boards of the Institutions in accordance with their respective charters. The 
report of the Committee may be amended on the floor of the Convention by 
majority vote. 

8. The Boards of the Convention are directed to form the closest possible 
connection with the State Boards, where such exist, in such a way as shall be 
mutually agreeable, and in other cases to secure such agency as each of the 
Boards may deem best, in both cases providing for the necessary expenses in­
curred. 

9. The Secretaries of the Boards of the Convention are instructed to secure 
frequent distribution of information relating to their work by means of news­
papers, tracts, leaflets and otherwise, as may be found expedient among our 
people. 

10. The Standing Committees of the Convention shall be the following: (1) 
the Executive Committee; (2) on Laymen's Movement; (3) on Order of Busi­
ness; (4) on Social Service; (5) on W.M.U. Work Auxiliary to the Conven­
tion; and (6) on Place and Preacher. 

11. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the President and 
Senior Secretary of the Convention, one member each from the states repre­
sented in the Convention and the District of Columbia, and one member each 
trom the Boards of the Convention as named in By-Law 5. The members 
representing the various states and the District of Columbia shall be elected 
by the Convention and have no official connection with the Convention or any 
i !", ancles. The members representing thje various Boards shall be 
elected by their respective Boards. The President and Senior Secretary of 
the Convention shall be exofficio chairman and secretary of the Committee. 
The duties and functions shall be as follows: (1) To act for the Convention 
ad interim on matters not otherwise provided for in its plans of work; (2) 
^ f w f * , T r S 1 £ h t ° f .^angements for the meeting of the Convention with 
authority to change, if necessary, the time and place of meeting; (3) to 
the IWH? 3*7 T W 1 m a ^ S £ p0licy a n d co-operation arising between 
time? a^d nf^.1, * 1? l t , 0 n 8 °^ ̂ G C ° n v e n t i o « ; <*> to hold meetings at such 
tinies and places as it may select, and (5) to make report of its proceedings 
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13. The President, on the first day of the Convention, shall appoint a Com­
mittee on Resolutions to consist of five members. To this Committee all 
resolutions not connected with the reports of the Boards or Committees shall 
be automatically referred. This committee is directed to report out all resolu­
tions referred to it, either with or without recommendations and amendments. 

14. The Committee on Order of Business shall suggest an order of busi­
ness for the next meeting of the Convention. In so providing, this committee 
shall have due regard to the customary practices and precedents of the Conven­
tion in arranging for the orderly and efficient conduct of its business and 
discussion of its work. 

15. At each meeting of the Convention special committees of one from 
each State, and the District of Columbia, shall be appointed to consider and 
report at the next meeting upon the annual reports of the several Boards. 

16. To facilitate consideration and discussion of these interests the follow­
ing method of procedure is hereby adopted: (1) Each Board shall transmit 
to every member of the Committee on its work a copy of its annual report as 
soon as possible before the meeting of the Convention, and also prepare a 
brief printed digest for distribution among the members of the Convention; 
(2) the Committees on the Report of the Boards shall assemble the day before 
the meeting of the Convention and study the Reports with a view to presenting 
to the Convention a maturely considered report on each Board's work during 
the preceding year; (3) in consultation with the Secretaries of the Boards 
and the Committee on Order of Business, the work of each Board shall be 
presented to the Convention for discussion and action and continue until com­
pletion as follows: (a) The General Secretary or other representative of the 
Board may, on the basis of the printed digest, make such explanations and 
remarks as he may desire; (b) the report of the Committee on the Board's 
report shall then be presented; (c) discussion shall then follow and continue 
till the work of that Board is disposed of, one-fourth of the time for said dis­
cission being allotted to undesignated speakers on the floor of the Convention 
if they desire to use it. This allotment of time for popular discussion shall be 
interpreted as referring also to all speeches affecting the work and the policies 
of this Convention. 

17. The Boards, Institutions and special Committees dealing with matters 
of general importance and interest shall have in the hands of the Press Repre­
sentative of the Convention at least one week in advance, copies or digests of 
their reports to be submitted at the approaching Convention, to be used by 
him in preparing data for the news agencies in accordance with their require­
ments, in order that the work of the Convention may be given proper publicity. 
The Press Representative shall co-operate with the representatives of the 
secular press in furnishing intelligent, accurate and creditable reports of this 
Convention while it is in session. 

18. The Boards and Institutions of the Convention shall close their books 
and accounts not later than midnight on April 30, next preceding the meeting 
of the Convention. 

19. The By-Laws may be altered by a majority vote at any time, except 
on the last day of the Convention. CHARTER 
An Act to Incorporate the Southern Baptist Convention 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Georgia, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of 
the same, That from and after the passage of this Act, That William B. Johnson, 
Wilson Lumpkin, James B. Taylor, A. Docrey, R. B. C. Howell, and others, 
their associates and successors, be and they are hereby incorporated and made 
a body politic by the name and style of the S O U T H E R N BAPTIST CONVEN­
TION, with authority to receive, hold, possess, retain and dispose of property, 
either real or personal, to sule and be sued, and to make all by-laws, rules and 
regulations necessary to the transaction of their business, not inconsistent with 
the laws of this State or of the United States; said corporation being created 
for the purpose of eliciting, combining and directing the energies of the BAP­
TIST D E N O M I N A T I O N OF CHRISTIANS, for the propagation of the gospel, 
any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved December 27, 1845. 13 



CONVENTION PROCEDURE 
Address of President—The President may, in his discretion, address 

vention immediately before organization. 

Address of Welcome—There may be one address of welcome limited to en 
minutes and one response thereto limited to ten minutes. 

Annual Meetings—The Convention shall begin its annual meetings on 
Wednesday after the second Sunday in May, the hour to be determined Dy tne 
Committee on Order of Business. 

Auditorium Meetings—No other meetings than the Convention services shall 
be held in the Convention Hall during the sessions of the Convention. Every 
service held in the Convention Auditorium shall be under the direction ot the 
Committee on Order of Business. 

Bulletin—The Press Representative of the Convention shall have printed 
each day a brief report, or bulletin, of the business transacted during that day, 
including the names of the committees appointed, reports of the committees, 
and such business as may be transacted and carried over to the following day. 

Such report, or bulletin, shall not include speeches or addresses or any com­
ment thereon, the photograph or any personal reference to any messenger of 
the Convention, but shall be only a resume of the business transacted during 
that day. 

The Press Representative is directed to have a sufficient number of said 
bulletins, printed and distributed to the messengers at the opening session on 
the following day. 

The expense of preparing and printing the said bulletin shall be included by 
the Secretaries in the expense of annual meetings. 

Denominational Press—The Denominational Press shall be given a perma­
nent place on the annual program of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Distribution of Convention Annuals—The Secretaries are authorized to have 
the printers send out by parcel post the Convention Annual as soon as printed 
as follows: (1) Under labels furnished by the several State Secretaries, one 
copy each to all of the District Associations in exchange for Associational 
Minutes and to heads of denominational institutions and agencies, and to all 
active pastors; (2) one copy to each of the Convention officers and members 
of the Executive Committee, general and State Secretaries, college and seminary 
libraries, and editors of denominational papers; (3) fifty to 200 copies by 
freight prepaid, to each of the general and State Boards for distribution upon 
request; (4) hold a sufficient number for the occasional distribution requested 
from Secretaries' offices during the year, and (5) reserve 50 to 100 copies for 
use at the following Convention. 
Entertainment—The entertainment of the Convention, to be arranged in 
detail by the entertaining city and the Executive Committee of the Convention, 
includes: (1) An adequate auditorium with seating capacity of 5,000 and up­
ward and other places of meeting, as for registration offices, committee rooms, 
exhibit space, etc., together with a suitable meeting place for the Woman's 
Missionary Union; (2) the usual concession in lodging and board for Conven­
tion officers, assistants, secretaries, editors and missionaries as may be specified 
and named by the Executive Committee; (3) the guarantee of hotel accom­
modations at not more than the usual commercial rates (schedules of room 
prices to be filed confidentially with the Executive Committee for any adjust­
e d n r ^ a n d. t h a t there shall be no raise in prices for 
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Exhibit Space—The Executive Committee of the Convention shall have ex­
clusive control of all exhibit space. 

Expenses of Annual Meetings—The expenses of the Convention in connec­
tion with the publication and distribution of the Annuals shall be distributed 
by the Secretaries among the Boards and Institutions in a ratio correspond­
ing to the length of their annual reports. All other expenses in connection 
with the annual meetings shall be borne by the several Boards and Institutions 
in proportion to their annual receipts. 
Expenses of Special Committees—(1) The expense of all committees ap­
pointed by the Convention to perform duties between the annual sessions of 
the Convention shall be borne by the respective Boards and Institutions on a 
basis pro rata to the receipts of the Boards and Institutions whenever the work 
of such committee concerns their particular work. 

(2) Whenever an expense account is created by an ad interim committee or 
is otherwise authorized by the Convention for service which does not directly 
concern any one of the Boards or Institutions of the Convention, that Board 
or Institution shall not be required to bear any part of such expense. 

(3) In any case where question is raised as to legitimate participation in 
such items of expense, the matter shall be referred to the Executive Committee. 

(4) Expenses incurred by special committees which do not directly concern 
any of the Boards or Institutions, when such committees are directly ordered 
to meet during the interim, shall be borne by the Sunday School Board. 

(5) Itemized accounts of expenses of committeemen shall be required before 
any such expenses are paid. 

Memorial Service—The Committee on Order of Business is instructed to ar­
range for any memorial service to be held during the Convention. 

New Plans and Policies—The Secretaries of the Convention are instructed 
to communicate with each of the Boards and Agencies of the Convention not 
later than six weeks before the annual meeting of the Convention asking for 
information as to any recommendations to be proposed to the Convention by said 
Board or Agencies involving new plans or policies, and to publish in the denomi­
national press a resume or digest of such proposed recommendations at least 
three weeks before the annual meeting of the Convention. 
Presentation of Outside Causes—Causes other than those provided for in 
the regular work of the Convention may be presented to the Convention upon 
authority of officers of the Convention in conference with the Committee on 
Order of Business in such ways and at such times as may be dictated by the 
courtesies of the case and the necessities of our program. 

Publicity Bureau—The present publicity department of the Unified Program 
of Southern Baptists shall be the Publicity Bureau of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. It shall be at the service of the Executive Committee of the Conven­
tion between the meetings of the Convention and the Convention's medium of 
publicity during the annual meetings of the Convention, being in charge of the 
work of publishing the daily bulletin for the use of the Convention and assist­
ing in getting an adequate report of the Convention's proceedings to the secular 
press. The director of the Publicity Bureau shall be the official Press Repre­
sentative of the Convention. 
Selected Place of Meeting—After the place of meeting has been chosen the 
Executive Committee is charged with the duty of making a thorough investiga­
tion as to the general interests of the Convention, and as to hotel rates and other 
local concessions, and with written assurances from the hotels as to rates, etc. 
Stenographic Service—The Secretaries are instructed to provide competent 
stenographic and typewriting service under the control of the official Press 
Representative of the Convention and to make a sufficient number of copies of 
all unprinted reports and resolutions, etc., for the members of the committees, 
the officers of the Convention and the reporters of the denominational and 
secular papers and to assist the official Press Representative of the Convention 
in securing correct and proper publicity. 

Sunday Afternoon Sessions—Services for Sunday afternoon shall be ar­
ranged for by the Committee on Order of Business. 
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Sunday Evening Missionary Mass Meeting—The Committee on Ord ^ ^ 
Business shall arrange for a Missionary Mass Meeting in the Conventw ^.^ 
for Sunday evening, at which time the Convention may hear from return 
sionaries of the Foreign Board, and missionaries of the Home Board. 

Unfinished Business—All unfinished routine business of the *?nn1Ja_n,mittee 
of the Convention shall be automatically referred to the Executive ^°m 

Vacancies—The Executive Committee is authorized to fill *iJXi(J5f
CanC1G8 

which may occur in its membership between sessions of the Conven 

Women Members—Women enrolled as members of the Convention have all 
of the rights and privileges of membership; and the Committee on BOOTOB and 
the Committee on Committees are instructed to name brethren and sisters ac­
cording to their personal qualifications, regardless of sex. 

CITY AUDITORIUM, HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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PROCEEDINGS 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, May 12, 1926. 

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION met at 9 A.M. in 
the City Auditorium. The praise service led by E. 0. Sellers, 
Louisiana, included the singing of "How Firm a Foundation," 

and prayer was led by A. U. Boone, Tennessee. 

2. "The Hour is Come" was the theme of further worship con­
ducted by W. W. Hamilton, Louisiana, who read and commented on 
John 12: 20-23, and led in prayer. 

3. At 9:30 o'clock the body was called to order by George W. 
McDaniel, Virginia, president of the previous Convention. 

4. The secretaries made the following report, which was adopted: 

W e find that according to Article III of the Constitution, a total of 13,417 
are entitled to seats in the Convention, 12,431 on the financial basis and 986 
Associational representatives. 

Complying with Section 1 of the By-laws, we began enrolling members of 
the Convention on Monday afternoon, May 10. At the hour for the opening of 
the Convention the enrollment had reached 2,940. 

While this enrollment constitutes the Convention, we recommend that pend­
ing their registration, messengers who arrive too late to be enrolled be recog­
nized as members of the Convention. 

5. Nominations for president being in order, George W. Truett, 
Texas, nominated George W. McDaniel, Virginia. With Vice-Presi­
dent J. L. White, Florida, in the chair, and there being no further 
nominations, on motion of J. R. Hobbs, Alabama, Secretary Moore 
cast the ballot of the Convention for George W. McDaniel for presi­
dent of the Convention. 

6. The following nominations were made for the vice-presidency 
of the Convention: Robert H. Coleman, Texas, nominated O. S. Latti­
more, Texas; H. L. Winburn, Arkansas, nominated John D. Mell, 
Georgia; M. A. Wood, Florida, nominated A. M. Bennett, Florida; 
and E. D. Solomon, Louisiana, nominated Louis J. Bristow, Louisiana. 
There being no further nominations, Secretary Burnett, on motion 
of Arch C. Cree, Georgia, cast the ballot of the Convention for the 
four nominees for the vice-presidency of the Convention. 

7. On motion of Howard P. Smith, President McDaniel cast the 
ballot of the Convention for Hight C. Moore and J. Henry Burnett, 
Tennessee, for secretaries of the Convention. 

8. George W. Norton, Jr., Kentucky, was elected treasurer of 
the Convention on motion of E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky. 
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9. W. P. Harvey, Kentucky, was elected auditor of the Convention 

on motion of 0. M. Huey, Kentucky. 

10. The president addressed the Convention, concluding with this 

statement: 

'This Convention accepts Genesis as teaching that man was the 
special creation of God, and rejects every theory, evolution or other, 
which teaches that man originated in, or came by way of, a lower 

animal ancestry." 

The Convention unanimously adopted the motion of M. E. Dodd, 
Louisiana, that the statement of the president on the subject of evo­
lution and the origin of man be adopted as the sentiment of this 
Convention, and that from this point on no further consideration be 
given to this subject, and that the Convention go forward with the 
consideration of the main kingdom causes to which God has set our 
hearts and hands. 

11. The report of the Committee on Order of Business was pre­
sented by J. R. Hobbs, Alabama. On the motion of John D. Free­
man, Tennessee, that the report be amended by striking out the 
items providing for sermons each day, the house divided, the amend­
ment being adopted with 1,233 ayes and 1,072 noes. On motion of 
A. J. Barton, Missouri, the report was then re-committed for such 
adjustment as the committee may deem desirable. 

12. James B. Leavell, pastor First Baptist Church, Houston, and 
general chairman of the Committee on Hospitality, introduced Oscar 
F. Holcomb, mayor of the city, who welcomed the Convention to 
Houston. 

Response on behalf of the Convention was made by Henry Al­
ford Porter, Missouri. 

13. The vice-presidents of the Convention were called to the plat­
form and introduced to the Convention. 

14. The report of the Committee on Business Efficiency was pre­
sented by Austin Crouch, Tennessee, as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS EFFICIENCY 

Your Committee makes this report pursuant to the following resolution 
adopted at the Memphis Convention: "That a committee be appointed t t-H 
the business methods of the Convention and make recommendations to th r 
vention next year; the committee to be composed of one from each Stat H+v^" 
District of Columbia, one-half at least to be laymen, and no one of the ^ "t+ 
shall be an employe of the Convention or any of its agencies. A u t h o ^ ™ ^ ™ 
be given the committee to secure any facts or information de<Hv0,i I 
and all Convention Agencies." uewiea trom any 
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METHOD OF PROCEDURE 

Your committee held its first meeting on January 5 and 6, 1926, in Nash­
ville, Tennessee, and at that meeting outlined its work and sent out a call to 
Southwide Agencies for the following information: 

"(1) Copy of your charter; (2) Copy of your Constitution and By-laws; 
(3) List of Departments of Work; (4) Complete list of property owned as of 
February 1, 1926; (5) Assets as of February 1, 1926; Permanent Assets, Trust 
Funds, Annuity Funds, Special Annuity Trust Funds, Property and Equipment, 
etc.; (6) Liabilities as of February 1, 1926—Current, Deferred Bonds, Mort­
gages and other Liabilities; (7) Total Indebtedness as of February 1, 1926; (8) 
Employes, give complete list, with salary and work done by each; (9) Have 
you gone afield, either publicly or privately, in the solicitation of funds outside 
of the Unified Program since April 30, 1924? If so, how much have you re­
ceived in cash and subscriptions in thus going afield? (10) How much have 
you received in designated funds since April 30, 1924?" 
Your chairman also visited nearly all of the boards and institutions of the 
convention, spending three weeks on this mission. The task was pleasant, inter­
esting and profitable. A broad conception of the work being done by the 
agencies visited was obtained and much valuable detail information was secured 
in addition to their replies to the above quoted letter. 

A second meeting of the committee was held on April 13th and 14th in the 
Sunday School Board Building, Nashville, Tennessee. At that time a complete 
draft of this report was made and the items to be included in the final report 
were agreed upon. The chairman was instructed to submit to each member 
of the committee a copy of the complete draft, asking for further suggestions. 
A sub-committee consisting of the chairman, W . M. Whittington and E. Hilton 
Jackson, was appointed to consider any and all suggestions made by individual 
members of the committee and to put in final form this report to the convention. 
Your committee has also individually discussed the convention organization 
and its main problems with many constituting a convention constituency 
throughout the bounds of the convention. The result of this discussion has 
convinced the committee that the constituency of this convention is becoming 
insistent that the work of the agencies of the convention shall be more closely 
correlated, and that the agencies themselves shall be brought into such relations 
with the convention as will guarantee in advance both efficiency of administra­
tion and the prevention of incurring any indebtedness, except for current ex­
penses between the meetings of the convention. 
YOur committee is grateful for the hearty and helpful co-operation of all 
agencies, both State and Southwide. All Southwide agencies cheerfully fur­
nished the information desired and expressed a willingness to furnish additional 
information upon request. All connected with the boards and institutions 
visited by the chairman were cordial, sympathetic, and fraternal in their treat­
ment, and all of the state secretaries replied to your committee's communication 
in a most fraternal spirit. They expressed their opinions frankly and it was 
evident with an earnest desire to be helpful. 

AGENCIES OF THE CONVENTION 

1. Boards Having Their Own Charters. 

The Southern Baptist Convention, as the parent organization, has under its 
control five boards, as follows: Foreign Mission Board, located at Richmond, 
Virginia; Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Georgia; Sunday School Board, Nash­
ville, Tennessee; Relief and Annuity Board, Dallas, Texas; Education Board, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

2. Institutions Having Their Own Charters. 

The convention has under its control by charter provisions, three institutions, 
as follows: Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, located at Fort Worth, 
Texas; Baptist Bible Institute, New Orleans, Louisiana; the Hospital Commis­
sion (named as an institution in the By-laws of the convention). 
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Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, located at Louisville, Kf*£rd from 
controlled by a self-perpetuating board of trustees elected by the B COntrol 
nominations made by the convention, but it proposes to come u n d^F Seminary 
of the convention. A committee from the board of trustees ol ̂tne w Q r k i n g 

and the convention's committee on the "Legal Status of Boards ar 
to overcome the legal difficulties involved. 

The American Baptist Theological Seminary is controlled J0"^ orated6 

Southern Baptist Convention and the National Baptist Convention, incoip 

3. Standing Committees and Commissions of the Convention. 

The most important of these are the following: 
The Executive Committee. 
Commission on Co-operative Program. 
Commission on Social Service. 
Inter-Board Commission on Student Activities. 
Laymen's Missionary Movement. 

RELATIONSHIPS OF THE CONVENTION 

The convention has very close relationship to certain other organizations, 
but over which it has no control. Among the most important are the following: 
The Women's Missionary Union, Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention; 
the Convention of the several states within the territory of the Convention and 
the District of Columbia; the District Associations which co-operate with this 
convention; and the churches. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF AGENCIES 
As of February 1, 1926 

FOREIGN MISSION B O A R D 

ASSETS 

Cash in Banks $ 154,387.97 
Special Deposits 19,000.00 
Real Estate in United States 108,400.00 
Real Estate and Appurtenances in Foreign 

Countries (Cost) 4,557,058.16 
Letters of Credit Not Used (Deferred Liabilities) 536,789.97 
Annuity Fund Securities 210,250.00 
Endowment Fund Securities 150,400.00 
Trust Fund Securities 149,000.00 
Furniture and Fixtures (Richmond) 3J69L39 
Library 565.65 $5,889,543.14 

LIABILITIES 

Notes Payable $1,223,162.68 
Letters of Credit 536,789 97 
Due Notes receivable account by General Fund . 1145 63 
Mortgages Payable .' 55[50o'oo 
Designated funds not yet appropriated 47,714 04 
Annuities 21o',104'.00 
Endowment Funds 150,517 30 
Trust Funds *.-... 149JoOo!oo 
Excess of Assets over Liabilities 3,521.609 52 *t ~ 

. ' _ *5»889,543.14 
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HOME MISSION BOARD 

General Fund 

ASSETS 

Permanent Assets $2,349,275.80 
Trust Funds 157,283.25 
Annuity Fund 25,000.00 $2,531,559.05 

LIABILITIES 

Current $ 903,962.71 
Deferred 236,280.00 
Bonds 290,000.00 
Other Liabilities 14,620.39 $1,444,863.10 

Church Building Loan Fund 

ASSETS 

Permanent $ 913,575.48 
Trust Funds 26,922.18 
Liquid Assets 356,627.18 $1,297,124.84 

LIABILITIES 

Trust Funds Invested $ 26,922.18 
Annuity Contracts 168,714.16 $ 195,636.34 

Surplus $1,101,488.84 

S U N D A Y S C H O O L B O A R D 

ASSETS 

Permanent Assets $ 126,187.12 
Trust Funds 50,000.00 
Property and Equipment 879,770.02 
Other Assets: 

Cash $ 9,002.27 
Stock Estimated 204,851.16 
Accounts Receivable 375,485.06 
Half Interest in Book Stores 60,434.03 
Insurance Prepaid 7,716.58 

$ 657,289.10 
Less Total Indebtedness 41,621.14 615,867.96 
Net ASSETS $1,671,825.10 
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RELIEF AND ANNUITY BOARD 

ASSETS 

Permanent Assets $ ?SS'of5'K 
Reserves 1,163,814.63 
reserves . . 26,789.26 
Annuity Bonds 4 140 86 
Property and Equipment • ' ' 

.$2,145,190.49 
Total p 

EDUCATION BOARD 

ASSETS 

1. Permanent 
(a) Nuyaka Indian School and Orphanage $ 80,000.00 
(b) Ridgecrest Assembly 

(a) Lots and Park Land $367,200.00 
(b) Pritchelle Hall 31,000.00 
(c) Fidelis Hall 1,000.00 
(d) Equipment 7,500.00 
(e) Current expenditures .... 150,000.00 

$556,700.00 
$636,700.00 

2. Trust Funds—Student Loan . . 251.00 
3. Property and Equipment (office) ". . . 2,500.00 

$639,451.00 

LIABILITIES 

1. Current 

W e have no current unpaid obligations, as we take care of these through 
bank loans. 

2. Deferred 

Only semi-deferred, as we have Notes Payable which run from three to four 
months each and which we have renewed from time to time. The 
banks are asking payment on principal. These notes represent ad­
vances made by order of the Convention to Montezuma College, 
Ouachita College, Louisiana College, and overdraft on the Operating 
Account of the Education Board. 

Notes Payable $155,000.00 
3. Ridgecrest Bonds (ten years) j50 000.00 
4. Nuyaka Property—Mortgage 7 50o.00 

Total Indebtedness • $312,500.00 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

ASSETS 

A. Real Property 
Cost Valuation 

1. Old Grounds and Buildings 
Norton Hall and Lot, 416 W. Broadway, 

Class Rooms and Offices $ 102,690.62 
Levering Gymnasium 10,035.96 
Day Nursery, 430 W . Broadway 14,087.25 

$ 126,813.83 $ 424,500.00 
New York Hall and Lot, 720 S. 5th St., 

Students' Boarding Hall $ 94,104.72 170,260.00 
Library Building and Lot, 500 W. Broadway. . 00,955.33 150,000.00 
Professors' Residences: 

1311 Cherokee Road 16,217.66 17,500.00 
1012 Cherokee Road 7,559.75 9,500.00 
1313 Willow Avenue 8,079.70 10,000.00 
1259 Everett 8,352.36 8,500.00 
2407 Longest 8,034.50 9,000.00 
1413 First Street : 7,023.69 6,500.00 
1445 First Street 6,757.59 6,500.00 

$ 343,909.13 $ 812,260.00 
2. New Site and Buildings 

Grounds and Ground Improvements $ 263,814.99 
New Norton Hall (Cost as now planned) .... 462,222.84 
New Dormitory (Cost as now planned) 784,167.76 
Heating Plant (Cost as now planned) 108,236.33 1,618,441.92 

Value of Real Estate $2,430,701.92 

B. Personal Property 

1. Permanent Investments 
General Endowment (Bonds) $1,214,690.29 
Trust Funds, Special Objects (Bonds) 409,501.62 
Trust Funds, Annuities (Bonds) 85,975.25 

2. Bills Receivable 
Pledge Notes for Building Account (Valued at) 535,000.00 

C. Other Property 

Furniture and Fixtures $ 33,000.00 
Library, Books and other equipment 30,000.00 
Cash 109,058.51 2,417-,225.67 

Total $4,847,927.59 

LIABILITIES 

Current Accounts Payable $ 682.88 
Furniture and Fixtures, Accounts Payable 32,500.00 
Grounds and Buildings, Accounts Payable 443,704.67 
Contingent Accounts Payable (Ground Improvement) 51,048.11 
Mortgage Notes Outstanding, 6 % 445,000.00 
Accrued Interest Payable February 1 2,006.00 
Accrued Salaries and Field Expenses 5,001.38 

Total Indebtedness February 1, 1926 $979,943.04 
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BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 

R E S O U R C E S 

.$ 603.28 
Cash in Bank and on hand 1,783.88 
Accounts Receivable—Printing 1,079.20 
Accounts Receivable—Students 14,893.51 
Notes Receivable—Students 200.00 
Notes Receivable—Gift 
Inventories: q, 7rft no 

Dining Room Supplies * ' 
Book Room Stock QQQ oV 9 QQR RI 
Printing Press Stock and Supplies 838.^1 ^^^iS.bl 

Meter Deposits 160.40 

Fixed Assets: *,„„„,-., .* 
Land and Buildings $402,051.45 
Furnishings and Equipment 26,163.58 
Library 12,017.84 
Printing Press Equipment $8,200.88 
Less Depreciation 773.99 7,426.89 

Auto Truck •. 582.00 
Less Depreciation 97.00 485.00 448,144.76 

Funds: 
Layne Foundation—Bonds $ 10,000.00 

Reserve Funds: 
Motor Lien Certificates $10,000.00 
Cash in Bank 9,673.67 19,673.67 29,673.67 

Total $499,477.41 

LIABILITIES 

Notes Payable $ 755.61 
Accounts Payable—Trade 2,158.64 
Cash Deposits 219.88 
Mission Bus Fund 284.87 
Prepaid Board 1,117.96 
Accrued Interest on Note 58.18 
Accrued Interest on Bonds 7,668.75 
First Mortgage Bonds 300,000.00 

Total $312,263.87 

NET WORTH: 

General Building Fund $261,133.97 
Layne Foundation 11,419.63 
Endowment Fund 10.00 

272,563.60 
Less General Expense Deficit 85,350.06 

Net Worth $187,213.54 187,213.54 

Total 
$499,477.41 
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S O U T H W E S T E R N BAPTIST T H E O L O G I C A L SEMINARY 

ASSETS 

Permanent Assets—Buildings, Fixtures, 
Library, Lands, etc $1,409,655.92 

Endowment, Notes Receivable 627,916.87 $2,037,572.79 

LIABILITIES 

Current Liabilities—Due Banks and Individuals ...$ 201,970 

C O M B I N E D ASSETS O F AGENCIES 

As of Feb. 1, 1926 

Foreign Board $ 5,889,543.14 
Southern Baptist Seminary 4,847,927.59 
Home Board: 

General Fund $2,531,559.05 
Loan Fund 1,297,124.84 

Total 3,828,683.89 
Relief and Annuity Board 2,145,190.49 
Southwestern Seminary 2,037,572.79 
Sunday School Board 1,671,825.10 
Southern Baptist Hospital 1,-165,517.29 
Education Board 639,451.00 
Baptist Bible Institute 499,477.41 

Total $22,725,188.70 

C O M B I N E D DEBTS O F AGENCIES 

As of Feb. 1, 1926 

Home Board $ 1,444,863.10 
Foreign Board 1,148,134.38 
Southern Baptist Seminary 979,943.04 
Southern Baptist Hospital 939,909.23 
Education Board 312,500.00 
Baptist Bible Institute 310,641.18 
Southwestern Seminary 201,970.00 

Total $ 5,337,960.93 

NOTE—Foreign Board debt does not include outstanding Letters of Credit. 
$250,000.00 has been counted twice in the total indebtedness. This amount 
is owed by the Southern Baptist Hospital to the Home Mission Board. 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOSPITAL, N E W ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

ASSETS 

Current: 
Cash—Canal Bank $ 2,016.39 
Cash—Whitney Bank 156,601.56 $158,617.95 

^2?eSisJSS :::::::::::::::::::::::.. 75,000:00 $ 233,643.95 Notes Receivable 

Fixed: 
Buildings and Grounds (Schedule A-l) 
Organization 44,948.56 
Hospital 541,992.59 
Nurses' Home 86,616.64 
Power House 29,948.13 
Land 89,211.19 792,717.11 Office Furniture and Fixtures 531.50 
Truck 677.75 793,926.36 

Work Under Construction: 
Cont. No. 1—Balance due on Hospital 116,406.27 
Cont. No. 2—Balance due on Nurses' Home . . . 14,129.69 
Cont. No. 2—Balance due on Power House 7,411.02 137,946.98 

$1,165,517.29 

LIABILITIES 

Current: 
Accounts Payable (Schedule B-l) $ 5,087.25 
Notes Payable (Schedule B-2) 396,000.00 
Accrued Interest 875.00 
R. P. Farnsworth and Company 14,129.69 
R. P. Farnsworth and Company 7,411.02 
Selden Breck Construction Company 116,406.27 539,909.23 

Bonds: 
First Mortgage, 6% 400,000.00 
Revenue—Membership Fees 44.00 
Charity (Schedule B-3) 145.00 
Excess of Assets over Liabilities (Schedule B-4) .......... 225,419.06 

$1,165,517.29 

THINGS MOST NEEDED BY THE CONVENTION 

1. A Budget Control. 

fi. ?K
ha^,veen widely assumed that the convention since the inauguration of 

St 1 2 n? f?og™Z haS Jeen w o r k i n&' uP° n a Budget basis. But the slight-
s u m S n TT. to 5 ? 7 °f + r

r so"calle.d Budget System overthrows this as­
sumption. Up to this time the convention has never had a real budget It 
has set a goal from time to time as to the total amount of money it S d to 
raise. Percentages of this amount have been allocated to boards inaStStiona 
and other agencies of the convention. At no time, however, has the convTn 
tion fixed any limitation upon the amount to be spent by convention a ~ n H M 
before the next meeting of the convention. Such agencies, therefore w l Slu 
themselves at liberty, acting through their own Boards and having in'J£ ̂

e , 
their own needs, to use their credit, and incidentally the credit of the com <-• 
in borrowing huge sums of money, which, in the last analysis become i n ­
debtedness of the convention. The magnitude of the financial transact! "* 
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this character becomes strikingly apparent when it is noted that the combined 
debts as of February 1, 1926 of all convention agencies amount to the colossal 
sum of $5,337,960.83, excluding letters of credit. It is doubtless true that these 
debts would never have been contracted if the convention had been operating 
under a budget control. And it is also apparent that if the present independent 
and uncontrolled activities of convention agencies in the matter of making 
new indebtedness is to continue unabated, the time is not far distant when 
the convention will become involved beyond the point of safety and will be­
come practically paralyzed in the performance of its function. It is one of 
the main purposes of this report to call the attention of the convention con­
stituency to this extraordinary situation and point a way out of our financial 
difficulties. 
Some may ask, "How would the combined budget of the convention be 
made?" 

Each board, institution, or other agency of the convention, would make 
out a proposed budget for itself for the next convention year. The budget 
of the agency would show the work it desires to accomplish during the coming 

year and would also show the cost of doing the proposed work. 
The proposed budgets of all the agencies would be presented to the body 

appointed by the convention to suggest the combined budget. 

The Convention's Budget Committee (by whatever name called) would care­
fully consider the individual. proposed budgets of all the boards, institutions, 
and other agencies. Then, in view of the total amount of money that could 
reasonably be hoped to be raised by the convention for all purposes, it would 
determine just how much each agency could wisely expend. 

The proposed combined budget would be presented to the convention for 
its decision. The convention would approve the suggested budget or make any 
changes it desires, but when the convention had passed upon the budget it 
then places a control over the expenditures of each board, institution, or other 
agency of the convention. 

Your committee is thoroughly convinced that such a budget control is ab­
solutely necessary and that it is the only way by which the present staggering 
debt can be reduced, and that it is the only way to prevent the tragedy of 
piling up further debts. If the convention is to assume the debts incurred by 
its boards and institutions and other agencies, then it must control the ex­
penditures of all such agencies. 

Under a combined budget control, everybody would know just how much 
money would have to be raised to carry on the work of the convention, and 
they would also know that if that amount of money were raised there would 
be no debt incurred during the current year. 

Each agency, of course, should be left free to make its appropriations to 
the various departments of its own work. The convention cannot wisely go 
into making detailed appropriations for specific departments of work of its 
agencies. This should be left entirely with the agencies themselves. All. that 
should be required by the convention of each agency is that in making its ap­
propriations it stay within the amount fixed by the convention. 

It is to be understood, however, that the convention always reserves to 
itself the right to instruct any of its agencies to enlarge or decrease its work 
in a certain department, or to discontinue a department or to add other depart­
ments to its work. 

2. A Central Agency. 

After very earnest consideration your committee is convinced that the con­
vention should have some agency keeping in close touch with all the boards, 
institutions, and other agencies of the convention. The affairs of the conven­
tion and its agencies are too varied and too great to be handled effectively 
without it. Your committee makes a suggestion that such an agency could 
be taken care of by enlargement of the functions of the present Executive 
Committee. 
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i- -u-i- '* wise to out-
Speaking more specifically, your committee has not thought it w ^ ^ mus|; 

line the details of such an agency at this time, but some of the items 
necessarily be considered in its creation may be mentioned. 
1. Such agency should, of course, have headquarters, with offices 
necessary employees. 

2. It should certainly make out the suggested combined budget for the 
convention. 

3. It could take over the work and functions of the Executive Committee 
as now operating. 

4. It might take over the work now being done by the Co-operative Pro­
gram Commission. 

It should certainly, in our opinion, make the budgets and fix percentages. 
It could carry on the work of promoting what is now called the Co-operative 
Program. In promoting the combined program, this agency should have as­
sociated with it all of the general secretaries, presidents of Southwide institu­
tions, and superintendents of Southwide hospitals, and all of the state secretaries. 

5. This agency could deal directly with the state boards, making definite 
agreements with them and co-operating with them in the co-operative work. 

6. There are many other things of importance that it could wisely do. It 
could gather and file facts that would be invaluable; it could act in an advisory 
capacity, and perform other important work. In fact, it could act as a clearing­
house for all the business of the convention and submit to the convention at 
its annual meeting, in co-operation with the convention's Agencies, a full re­
port along the lines already indicated. 

Among the advantages that would grow out of such a central committee 
may be stated, as follows: 

1. A real budget control which would prevent without the authority of the 
convention a contraction of new debts by the convention agencies, which policy, 
heretofore pursued, is largely responsible for our present plight. 

2. The gradual liquidation of all convention indebtedness, which will be 
taken care of in the budget adopted by the convention in advance. 

3. A system of uniform auditing of all convention agencies by a Certified 
Public Accountant, reviewed by a committee of the agency involved, and sub­
mitted in advance of the convention to the Executive Committee, thus enlarged 
tor its analysis and report to the convention. 

+
 4i T-*l8 ^yst,em also would make certain that all trust funds and desig­
nated grits be kept intact, preventing even their temporary use for any pur­
pose other than that specified, and also preventing the investment of such funds 
in the bonds of any denominational agency and guaranteeing that securities, 
covering such investments, would be only such as would be approved by a court 
charged with the responsibility of keeping intact trust funds. 

panif* J?!SQ
Plan ^°Uid«als° •m1

ake *>ossible ^e presenting to the convention 
S f w y « ~ n S COm

f
bl

f
nued financial statement of all the boards, institutions, and 

J " s of the convention, thus enabling the convention to understand 
program C 0 n d l t l 0 n in adv*nce and act with intelligence as to a new financial 

6. It follows that this plan would aslo make it impossible for anv conven­
tion agency to create any new indebtedness without the authority of the con­
vention in advance. In this connection, however, any unexpected decrease 
in receipts from the percentages allocated would have to be taken CarP of in 
some intelligent fashion. c a r e 0 1 m 

7. It should be fully understood that such Central Agency would fcQ-«r ™ 
authority over the boards, institutions, or other agencies of the con *• 
Its functions would be solely to perform certain specified tasks for. "Yentlon-
vention itself. r t h e con-
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3. A Complete Survey. 

Your committee has found the task undertaken too large to be completed 
in one year. W e believe that a thorough and detailed survey of all the activi­
ties of the convention, its boards, institutions, and other agencies, should be 
made. The convention activities are so vast and cover such a wide range that 
time at the disposal of the committee has not made it possible to submit at 
this time a complete and tabulated survey which must be left to future con­
sideration. In our opinion, now is the time to complete the task that has been 
begun. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Your committee recommends that the convention at this time commit 
itself to budget control, and that the Executive Committee of the convention 
be instructed to present a suggested, detailed, combined budget to the conven­
tion next year. 

2. We also recommend that the convention go on record as favoring a 
single agency to function along the lines presented in this report, and that the 
committee on business efficiency be instructed to work out the details of such 
agency and present it to the convention next year, suggesting the necessary 
changes to be made in the Constitution and By-Laws of the Convention. 

1. Trust Funds and Designated Gifts. 

Your committee recommends that all agencies of the convention be in­
structed to keep all trust funds and designated gifts (for they are trust funds) 
sacred to the trust and designation; that they be kept separate from all other 
funds of such agency; that they be not used even temporarily for any other 
purpose than the purpose specified; that they shall not be borrowed by the 
agency holding them, either for a long or short time, either with or without 
paying interest, and that they shall not be loaned to any other denominational 
agency, whether local, state, or Southwide; and that such funds shall not be 
invested in the securities of any other denominational agency whatsoever. 
It is to be understood that nothing in this recommendation shall be inter­
preted in such a way as to prevent the placing of such funds, when not in use, 
in savings banks at interest, or their investment in high-grade securities by 
the agency, and it is further understood that all interest and profits resulting 
from this lending or investing shall be added to the fund so loaned or invested. 
2. Survey of Fields and Work of Agencies. 

We recommend that your committee on business efficiency be continued; 
that it make a full, complete, and analyzed survey of the work, policies, activi­
ties, and other matters of the convention and all of its agencies; and that it 
be given full authority to get any information desired from any and all of the 
agencies of the convention; and that it be given authority, where it is deemed 
to be necessary, to employ a competent accountant. W e recommend that the 
expenses of the committee be paid by the Sunday School Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Austin Crouch, Tenn., chairman P. C. Ratliff, Ala. 
H. G. Pugh, Ark. E. Hilton Jackson, D. of C. 
C. W . Duke, Fla. John D. Mell, Ga. 
Julian Atwood, 111. *W. W. Landrum, Ky. 
Ben Johnson, La. W. M. McCormick, Md. 
W. M. Whittington, Miss. Minetry Jones, Mo. 
A. B. Parry, N. M. Gilbert T. Stephenson, N. C. 
J. W . Bruner, Okla. T. C. Skinner, S. C. 
Cliff Caldwell, Tex. L. F.. Powell, Va. 

*It is with deep sorrow that we record the death of Rev. W. W. Landrum, 
D.D., of Kentucky. His wise counsel would have been of inestimable value to 
your committee in its work. His cheerful and cheering presence will be greatly 
missed in this convention. 
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After remarks by J. F. Love, Virginia, V. I. Masters, K e n ^ 
and Austin Crouch, Tennessee, further consideration of the r V , 
on motion of R. J. Bateman, North Carolina, was made the spec 

order for 12 o'clock, noon, tomorrow. 

15. An invitation from Louisville, Kentucky, to hold the next 
Convention in that city was presented by E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky. 

16. President McDaniel announced the following committees: 

Committee on Committees—Austin Crouch, Tennessee, Chairman; George 
E Hays, Kentucky; Wallace Bassett, Texas; J. T. Watts, Virginia; J. R. Jester, 
North Carolina; W. S. Wiley, Oklahoma; Minetry Jones, Missouri. 

Committee on Resolutions—A. U. Boone, Tennessee, Chairman; George W. 
Truett, Texas; M. E. Dodd, Louisiana; J. W. Bruner, Oklahoma; T. D. Brown, 
Arkansas. 

17. The Convention voted to adjourn the morning session at the 
conclusion of the Convention sermon. 

18. After the reading of the eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, and 
prayer led by Robert Jolly, Texas, the Convention sermon was 
preached by the appointee Fred F. Brown, Tennessee, on "Material 
Prosperity and Soul Prosperity." Text: "The elder unto Gaius, the 
beloved, whom I love in truth. Beloved, I pray that in all things thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 3 
John, verses 1, 2. 

FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session 

19. After the opening service of praise conducted by 0. E. Sellers 
and prayer led by A. R. Bond, Alabama, a selection from Hebrews 
12 was read by Carter Helm Jones, Georgia, who spoke particularly 
on the words "Let us also," and led in prayer. 

20. Chairman Hobbs presented the report of the Committee on 
Order of Business up to Saturday noon, and on motion of D. Y. Bag­
by, Texas, the report was adopted. 

21. Fred W. Gracey, pastor Baptist Church, at Cork, Ireland, 
was introduced by E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, president Baptist World 
Alliance, and he brought official greetings from the Baptist Union 
of Ireland. 

22. The following telegram was read and the president and the sec­
retaries were instructed to make proper response: 

Memphis, Tenn., May 12 1926. 

Southern Baptist Convention, Houston, Texas. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church Snn+v, 
in session at Memphis, Tennessee, sends cordial greetings to the S o u t W ' n 
tist Convention now assembled at Houston, Texas. Read Ephe*i»« • £ 
chapter, verses 23 and 24 Chlans, sixth 

A. F. W A T K I N S , S e c r e t a r y i 
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The following response was sent: 

General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, A. F. Watkins, 

Secretary, Memphis, Tenn. 

The Southern Baptist Convention heartily reciprocates your cordial greeting 
and wishes you increasing power and usefulness. Read 1 Corinthians 15: 58. 

GEORGE W. McDANIEL, President. 
HIGHT C. M O O R E , Secretary. 

23. The following letter of greetings from the Northern Bap­
tist Convention was read: 
Chicago, Illinois, April 27, 1926. 

To the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in Houston, Texas, May 12, 1926. 
Dear Brethren: 

On behalf of the Northern Baptist Convention, we send you this message 
of fraternal greetings, with the assurance of our hearty Christian fellowship 
in the work of the kingdom of God. W e rejoice in all that you are accomplish­
ing in your vast territory locally, and in many places on the earth. 

The summit of our Christian aspiration is that every human being may 
live as a child of our heavenly Father, and, therefore, as a brother or sister to 
every other human being, so that all humanity in its successive generations 
may continuously make one family of our heavenly Father. W e believe that 
this is the ideal of Jesus Christ, that it can be accomplished through his power 
and the working of the Holy Spirit in the lives of men. W e also believe that this 
ideal, brought to the world by our Lord and Master, is the inspiration of all 
work in the local church, on the mission field without reference to geography, 
that it also inspires all of our philanthropy. With you, we dedicate ourselves 
to this conception of the kingdom of God, believing that we are succeeding only 
in so far as with his blessings we may realize this vast vision of our Master. 
May God bless your sessions and your work. 

Yours fraternally, 

EDWARD H. RHOADES, JR., 
President. 

WILLIAM C. BITTING, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

24. On motion of E. 0. Sellers, Louisiana, President McDaniel 
was appointed fraternal messenger to the Northern Baptist Con­
vention, On motion of A. J. Barton, Missouri, the president was in-
structed to add the names of others who may be able to attend. 

25. E. Y. Mullins, Kentucky, presented the report of the Com­
mittee on Basis of Representation which, with an amendment of­
fered by John E. White, South Carolina, on motion of J. J. Hurt was 
(ordered printed for distribution at this Convention. On motion of 
Arch C. Cree, Georgia, the committee was continued for another-year. 

KEPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHANGING BASIS OF REPRESENTATION 

Thj» committee was appointed without instructions in 1924. The sickness 
of the chairman and inability to get a meeting of the committee caused its 
.continuance by the Memphis Convention. 

The question of changing the basis of representation has grown out of the 
immensely increased membership, the difficulties of deliberation, and the short-
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• <ra. alleg e d o r 

comings in our procedure and methods. Among these shortcomings, 
actual, are the following: 
1. The difficulty of handling successfully Kingdom 'interests in ^° ar^ee

 a 

body. In 1895, in Washington, D. C, the Convention had 8™Jz n r
R
0o 5 9 m e s. 

sengers. In the same city in 1920, or 25 years later, it numbered 8 - ^ 
sengers. The average enrollment for the past six years has oeen o,o . 
2. The difficulty involved in dealing with a great number of reports. At 
the beginning the Convention considered two or three missionary subjects. _ At 
the Memphis meeting there were reports by 54 committees upon a great variety 
of subjects. 

3. The tendency to limit discussion to a few appointed speakers on 
each subject. 

4. The length of the reports themselves which are often essays rather than 
concise summaries of the vital points involved. 

5. The ignorance of the messengers concerning new policies recommended 
due to the absence of advance knowledge to qualify those who vote to do so 
intelligently. 

6. The shortness of the Convention period, which covers from three to 
five days only. 

7. The preponderance of those coming from the locality near the meeting 
place of the Convention, and the consequent lack of balanced judgment of the 
whole body in reaching important decisions. 

8. The danger of conflicting decisions growing out of the individual or 
sectional initiative in introducing new measures which may be lacking in proper 
co-ordination with other interests and activities. 

9. The tendency of Convention boards or other agencies to inaugurate 
new movements or policies without Convention authorization or in conflict with 
previous Convention action. 

10. The lack of co-ordination of the Convention with State Boards and 
State Conventions, leading sometimes to conflict and confusion, and even to sur­
render by the Convention of its own functions and powers. 

Your committee does not pass judgment on the merit of these statements 
of objections and dangers. They should not discourage or make us pessimistic. 
But there is probably a measure of truth in all and much truth in some of 
them—enough at least to give us pause and lead to a careful survey of our 
organization and methods. 

Remedies Suggested 

We next submit some of the various remedies suggested. 

1. The first is to change the basis of representation so that the Convention 
will consist of a few hundred messengers, with one thousand as the maximum. 

c. h ,Pividf *e.body into two or three Conventions with the Mississippi River 
as one line ot division. . 

H„Af o^ th\Co*ve?tion Pr°Per meet once in three years, with a representa­
tion of a few hundred messengers, say 250 or 300. Divide the territory into 
n e ^ r f o ^ inspirational meetings for consideration of 
the various interests, but without power of changing existing or inaugurating 
Authoritative. ^^ ^ ^ the Sm&ller b°dy meting trifnSialiyToufd bf 

„ 4- i.
Let^the Convention meet once in three years, and provide i-fco* th* 

Executive Committee shall be enlarged and consist of not more than%nn L ™ 
bers; that this committee shall meet annually; that boards and o t W 7? 
tion agencies report to it each year; that there be annual publication L C ° n v ! n " 
to its meetings; that its meetings be open to the public and visitors^ minutes 
come; and that it derive all its powers and duties from the Convent i " 
servant it is. lL1on, whose 
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The above suggestions involve organic changes in our present form of 
organization. Other suggestions have to do with internal improvements in the 
body as now organized. Some or all of them, however, might be embodied in 
any new form of organization. These suggestions for internal improvements 
are as follows: 
5. Extend the period of meeting to cover at least an entire week. Re­
duce the number of subjects to be considered by the Convention. Reduce 
greatly the length of reports by committees, as well as the number of reports. 
Provide a plan for wide announcement in the denominational papers several 
weeks in advance of Convention meetings of new policies proposed by boards 
and other Convention agencies. Provide more time for general discussion. 
Abolish the present plan of making all committee appointments through the 
committee on committees. Let this committee nominate members of the 
various Convention boards. Let all other committees be appointed by the 
President of the Convention. 
The preceding outline of conditions is offered as a suitable background for 
the suggestions of your committee. W e make the following recommendations: 

1. We reaffirm our conviction that the financial basis of representation is 
sound and scriptural. The duty and right of the giver to direct the uses of 
his gift are unquestioned. The New Testament law of stewardship forbids 
God's servant to abandon the administration of benevolent funds given by him 
to others whose interests and convictions have failed to produce sacrificial giving 
to the causes promoted by the gifts. Any future changes in the basis of repre­
sentation of the Convention should conserve this principle. 
2. We recommend that no essential change be made at the present time in 
the basis of representation. 

3. In order to meet many of the present needs of the Convention and to 
promote its efficiency we recommend the following changes in the present or­
ganization of the Executive Committee of the Convention: 

(1) The Executive Committee of the Convention shall consist of the 
President and Senior Secretary of the Convention, and one member for each 
co-operating state and District of Columbia, and one additional member for 
each $100,000 contributed by any state to the work of the Convention during 
the preceding Conventional year. No paid official of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, or of any State Convention, shall be a member of the Executive 
Committee. One-third of the Executive Committee shall be elected at the end 
of each two-year period of service. 
(2) The officers of the Executive Committee shall be a President, Record­
ing Secretary, and Executive Secretary, all of whom shall be elected annually 
by the Executive Committee itself. The Executive Secretary shall not be a 
member of the Executive Committee, but an employee. 

(3) The duties and obligations of the Executive Committee shall be as 
follows: 

To act for the Convention ad interim in matters not otherwise provided for 
in its plans of work. 

(4) To have oversight of arrangements for the meeting of the Convention 
with authority to change if necessary the time and place of meeting. 

(5) The Executive Committee shall be required to represent the Southern 
Baptist Convention in all negotiations with state or other co-operating bodies in 
all matters of common interest. 

(6) In order to preserve the autonomy of the Southern Baptist Convention 
its Executive Committee shall have the authority of the Convention for fixing 
total objectives for allocating funds to its various agencies and recommending 
same to the Southern Baptist Convention for adoption. It shall be the author­
ized agency of the Southern Baptist Convention to conclude all agreements 
with co-operative State agencies for the conduct of necessary arrangements 
as to handling of Southwide funds raised in the various States, and all other 
related matters. 


