
HARDY, FREEDOM-LOVING BAPTISTS
MAKE IDEAL SETTLERS ON FRONTIER

KENTUCKY FRONTIER, January, 1800—(BP)—Love of freedom and dedication to demo­

cracy make the hardy people called Baptists peculiarly fitted today for winning the 

American frontier©
Having fought a stubborn battle for religious freedom in Virginia and other 

seaboard states and played the leading role in securing freedom of worship under the 

Constitution, many Baptists are now on the move westward. Cheap land, their need to 

breathe the air of freedom, and their own rugged character are some of the reasons 

which compel Baptists to spread into the frontier©

Freedom-loving Baptists have not always found life to their liking in the 

coastal states. In New England, Virginia, and elsewhere they have been persecuted 

by the established church. Repeatedly they have been forced to fight for their 

right to worship God as they see fit»

The cheap lands of the frontier appeal to Baptists because as a group they are 

not wealthy. For the most part they are farmers and merchants. Many were impover­

ished by the Revolutionary War, in which Baptists almost to a man fought for the cause 

of liberty.
The leveling influence of the frontier, г-here men meet as equals, also appeals 

to the democratic Baptists. Few of them have become plantation owners, and the 

social-conscious life of Virginia and New England never has appealed to them.

The democratic government of Baptist churches also is in keeping with the free 

atmosphere of the frontier. Baptists insist that each person is free to approach 

God without the aid of another, and Baptist churches are equally insistent that no 

other body will rule over them.

The hardy traveling Baptist preacher also plays a major role in the growth of 

Baptists on the frontier. These preachers come from among the people themselves, 

and like them are hard working.

Most frontier Baptist preachers are self-supporting. They handle a hoe and plow 

and ax during the week and the Word of God on Sunday. They spend weeks on the wilder­

ness trail, taking the Baptist message by horseback to the most remote cabin on the 

frontier.
One of the early Baptist preachers on the frontier was Squire Boone, brother of 

the renowned Daniel Boone. Like the famous hunter and trail blazer, Squire Boone 

and other Baptists are a courageous band who love freedom and are not afraid of hard­

ship. It is this spirit that makes Baptists so well suited to frontier life.
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