
A STRANGE FRONTIER SIGHT 
IS CAMP MEETING AT NIGHT

LOGAN COUNTY;, Ky., August, 18O1--(BP)--Indescribable screams and wails piercing the 
summer night frequently attract the passerby in Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina 
Tennessee, Georgia, and other parts of the South to one of the most remarkable scenes 
ever witnessed on the American frontier.

Following sounds in the night such as he has never heard beforeл the curious 

traveler next notices hundreds of candles and lamps dotting a glade or hillside. 

Approaching the lights, which are hanging from trees, poles, and other vantage points, 

the traveler is amazed to find hundreds of men, women and children gathered in a 

clearing. Sometimes a meetinghouse is nearby.

Tents and other shelters also dot the clearing, and nearby are hundreds of horses, 

wagons and carriages. The traveler has come upon a camp meeting, one of the manifesta­

tions of a great revival that today is sweeping across the South and into other parts of 

the country.

At one edge of the clearing a crude stage has been constructed, and from this a 

preacher is delivering a message in loud and urgent tones. Or several preachers may be 

speaking at the same time from stumps or other elevations scattered about the clearing. 

They will hold forth for hours--perhaps all night--warning sinners to repent.

More remarkable than the preaching, however, is the response of the listeners, 

many of whom have traveled for miles across the wilderness to attend this camp meeting. 

From the congregation gathered in the clearing can be heard weeping, singing, laughing, 

groaning, and screaming.

One of the most amazing responses to this revival preaching is the "falling exer­

cise. Perhaps with a shrill cry as of pain, the victim falls to the ground as if struck 

^-У lightning. Sometimes he remains as still and silent as death; at other times he may 

sob uncontrollably or plead to God for mercy.

Others attending revival services have been observed to jerk the head back and 

forth violently, roll on the ground, run or dance, bark or howl, and see visions.

This revival is believed to have started in Kentucky around the turn of the century 

and has rapidly spread to other Southern states. Presbyterians, Methodists, and Baptists 

are participating in the services. Baptist churches generally have withheld from the 

camp meetings and general meetings, however, and have objected to the extreme emotional 

appeal and response of some services.

Many evidences of the effects of the revival are to be observed. Not only are 
churches growing, but revival fires are credited with quenching godlessness, immorality, 
free thinking, and other ills once common on the frontier.
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