
THE LIPS OF LITTLE CHILDREN
BRING RELIGION TO FRONTIER

LOGAN COUNTY, Kentucky, September, 1801—(BP)--The camp meeting revival that is 

sweeping the Southern states frontier has found one of its most effective voices in an 

unexpected place--the lips of little children.

Hundreds of families leave their cabins in the wilderness to attend the meetings, 

usually held in the open. Parents load their children and enough provisions for several 

days into a wagon. Then they travel for hours over a rough wilderness trail to join 

other settlers for worship services that often continue for several days and nights.

Although mothers bring their small children along primarily because they cannot 

leave them behind in the lonely cabin, these youngsters have done some of the most effec­

tive "preaching" heard at the meetings. As a result of their pleas and stirring testi­

mony, hundreds have been converted.

"I saw one girl lying in her mother's lap," says James McGready, a leader of the 

revival in Kentucky. "She was groaning and crying for mercy. Suddenly she leaped to her 

feet and started praising Christ for saving her. Then she turned to others and addressed 

them with words God alone could have put into her mouth--words to move the hardest heart.

Young people also have been moved by the revival. One group traveled all the way 

from Tennessee to take part in a meeting here. Many were saved and returned home to warn 

their friends to seek forgiveness for their sins.

"I would give ten thousand worlds if my father could see in Christ what I see," 

said a girl of about eleven after being saved. She then ran to her father and threw 

her arms around his neck, weeping, and told him what Christ meant to her.

This seemed to pierce the old man like a dart. Soon he, too, was weeping. The 

girl then seized her brother and pleaded with him to trust Christ. As a result of her 

entreaties, both father and brother sought the Christ she proclaimed.

Camp meeting revivals, which now have touched several Southern states, are believed 

to have started in Logan County several years ago. They are characterized by (1) open 
air meetings which often begin on Friday and last until Tuesday; (2) fiery preaching 
which sometimes continues all night; (3) emotional responses from the frontier people.

The revival began among Presbyterians, who later were joined by Methodists.
Baptists also have participated, but not as a body. Some Baptist leaders object to the 
emotionalism which has marked some meetings.
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