
REGULAR, SEPARATE BAPTISTS
JOIN FORCES IN KENTUCKY

CLARK COUNTY, Kentucky, October, 1801—(BP)—Another barrier separating Regular and 

Separate Baptists was removed here today when a convention of two Kentucky associations 

agreed to terms of union.

Messengers from churches of the Elkhorn Association of Regular Baptists and the 

South Kentucky Association of Separate Baptists resolved to remove their differences. 

Terms of the union included these points:

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the infallible Word of God, and 

the only rule of faith and practice.

Salvation, regeneration, sanctification, and justification are by the life, death, 

resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.

The saints will finally persevere through grace to glory.

Believers’ baptism by immersion is necessary to receive the Lord's Supper.

The preaching that Christ tasted death for every man shall be no bar to communion.

This union of Regular and Separate Baptists in Kentucky follows a pattern already 

set in North Carolina and Virginia= The two groups were united in North Carolina in 

1786, and Regulars and Separates became "United Baptists" in Virginia the following year.

After their union, Virginia Baptists recommended that Regulars and Separates in 

Kentucky do the same. Although several attempts at union have been made, this is the 

first successful effort in Kentucky.

The main point of difference between Regular and Separate Baptists in Kentucky has 

been in their attitude toward a confession of faith. The Separates heretofore have 

refused to accept any creed except the Bible and have been critical of church organiza­

tions. Regulars, on the other hand, have charged that Separates preached universalism 

and practiced open communion. Most of these differences have disappeared today, however.

The Separate Baptist movement began during the "Great Awakening" about 17^0» Also 
called "New Lights" because of their emphasis on personal conviction and enlightenment by 
the Holy Spirit, the Separates withdrew from the Congregationalists and other bodies that 
did not stress individual regeneration. Many of them, notably Isaac Backus, John 
Leland, Shubal Stearnes and Daniel Marshall, became Baptists.
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