
MERCER SPARKS GEORGIA 
BAPTISTS TO ORGANIZE

PCWELTON, Ga., April 30, 1803— (BP)— Recent successes as a result of co-operative 

effort have led Baptists to form here today the General Committee of Georgia Baptists. 

Twenty-four Baptist preachers attended the sessions, including such stalwarts as Jesse 

Mercer, Abraham Marshall, and Henry Holcombe.

Purpose of the Committee is threefold: (1) to encourage itinerant preaching;

(2) to evangelize the Indians; (3) to organize Christian work throughout the state.

The meeting here this year is the third in a series of conferences at the Powel- 

ton Baptist Church, where Jesse Mercer is pastor. Mercer has been a leader in itin­

erant preaching, work among the Indians, and organizing Baptist churches.

At the Powelton conferences ministers have pledged themselves to encourage itin­

erant preaching and to engage in this missionary work themselves. They also have sought 

to send missionaries to the Creek Indians and to establish English schools among the 

Indians as the first step in planting missions.

Around the turn of the century Baptist work was languishing in Georgia while 

other religious bodies were making inroads. Spurred by Mercer and others, preachers 

have gone out, usually two by two, to build up weak churches and to organize new ones..

Already Baptists are greatly revived, largely as a result of organized itinerant 

labors. In 1801, one association reported 388 converts. Last year baptisms totaled 

1,050.

Mercer 'has traveled widely for the last several years, preaching, baptizing, 

organizing new churches and strengthening old ones, and encouraging ministers. All 

four churches which Mercer serves as pastor showed gains last year, totaling 1Ц9 

converts о

Jesse is the son of Silas Mercer, another famous Baptist leader. Born in North 
Carolina, Jesse came to Georgia with his parents while still an infant. He was bap­
tized by his father when he was eighteen and began to preach almost immediately. He 
first conducted prayer meetings in the log cabin of his grandmother.

Although his own formal schooling has been limited, Mercer has gained stature 
among Baptists as a scholar and theologian and has shown an interest in better theo­

logical training for ministers.
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