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BAPTISTS GIVE BIG CHEESE
TO PRESIDENT JEFFERSON

WASHINGTON, D.C., November, 1801--(BP)--A mammoth cheese, made by the women of a 

Massachusetts Baptist church and presented to President Thomas Jefferson, has created a 

furor in the capitol.

It is reported that the cheese, which weighed nine hundred pounds when it came from 

the press, required some fourteen hundred pounds of curd. It was made by members of the 

Cheshire, Massachusetts, Baptist Church.

The good women of the church sent the cheese to the President by John Leland, pastor 

of the Cheshire church and formerly of Virginia. Leland and Jefferson are old friends.

The cheese was presented to Jefferson by Leland as an inauguration gift. Jefferson 

was elected to the presidency by a vote of the House of Representatives following a tie 

in the electoral vote. Both Jefferson and Aaron Burr received seventy-three electoral 

votes.

Some of Jefferson's opponents have used the cheese as the subject of barbed witti­

cisms and jingles, but the President obviously was much pleased with the gift. Most 

observers agree that the gesture of the Baptist ladies is in extreme "good taste.”

Although Jefferson is not a Baptist, he has held the admiration of that body for many 

years. It was Jefferson who drew up "an Act to Establish Religious Freedom" in Virginia 

in 1785 which freed Baptists from persecution of the established church in that state.

Baptists also are indebted to Jefferson and other statesmen for support as they 

stood alone as a religious body in their fight for the First Amendment to the Constitution, 

which insures the "free exercise" of worship.

The President also owes a debt to Baptists, however. When he lived in Virginia, the 

Democrat Republican frequently visited a small Baptist church. While observing the suc­

cessful application of democratic principles by that body, it is believed that Jefferson 

first began to form beliefs which he later spelled out in the Declaration of Independence.
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