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PREACHER WHO USES NOTES
UNPOPULAR WITH BAPTISTS

CHARLESTON, S. C., February, 18O7-(BP)-The Baptist preacher who can't stand up in

a pulpit and deliver a sermon without notes wins little more respect 

tion today than a marksman who can't fire a rifle without a rest.

As for the pastor who writes out his sermons and reads them, he 

with Baptists as a leader of the state church. A preacher who is no

from his congrega-

is about as popular 

more "apt to teach"

than that, many Baptists agree, may have misunderstood his calling.

Few Baptist pastors would attempt to read a sermon today, although the practice is 

common in other denominations. When a Baptist preacher does read, it usually is a special 

occasion or a message of particular significance. He sometimes gives a careful explanation

of his action before reading.

Most leading Baptist preachers speak without any notes. Richard : 

seldom uses notes when he preaches from his pulpit here in Charleston.

Furman, for example,

Baptists who
do use notes in the pulpit sometimes attempt to cover up their props.

This bit of subterfuge may lead to embarrassment, however.
If the preacher's notes become

covered up or fall to the floor during his sermon, he is likely to have difficulty in

bringing the service to a satisfactory conclusion.

Some Observers have noted dangers In an over-emphasis on extemporaneous speaking, 

however. Preachers who make little preparation Before entering the pulpit, for example 

frequently have nothing fresh to say. As a result their sermons follow the same lines

Sunday after Sunday.

This changing attitude toward the Impromptu speaker may Indicate a trend to more 

careful preparation of sermons and a more literal attitude ty Baptists with reference to 

written messages and the use of notes in the pulpit.
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