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TRAVELING BAPTIST PREACHER STUDIES 
DANTET, BOONE AS WELL AS HIS BIBLE

TENNESSEE FRONTIER, September, 18O9-(BP)-The traveling Baptist preacher who takes 

his gospel message to the isolated settlers of the frontier is a student of Daniel Boone 

as well as his Bible. For unless this durable itinerant evangelist is as much a woodsman 

as he is a preacher, he may never find his way from one log cabin to the next.

They are becoming a familiar sight along the trails of the frontier, these Baptist 

preachers on horseback with little in their saddlebags except a piece of jerked venison 

and a well-thumbed copy of the Scriptures. The hope of a fresh start in life, of better 

farmland, of sudden wealth has lured others into this wild country, but these rugged 

itinerant Baptists are fired only by a zeal to take their message of salvation to the 

most remote cabin in the wilderness.

These preachers have learned to follow a trail with the skill of a frontiersman. 

They know to keep an eye peeled for the tree along the bridle path blazed or notched by 

the woodsman's ax. To miss a turn-off in the vast timberland means suddenly coming to 

the end of the trail miles from any cabin. Then there is nothing to do but try to back- 

trail for miles and perhaps lose a day's travel or more.

Sometimes the preacher on horseback is able to get directions from a settler along 

the way. After sharing a few verses of Scripture and a moment of prayer with the settler; 

the Baptist pioneer is on his way again with the settler’s crudely drawn map of the route 

Slaves are sometimes helpful as they offer to travel with the preacher down the trail a 

few miles to point out directions and landmarks. The preacher usually keeps a coin handy 

to reward, this helpfulness.

Along the trail are wild game, and the traveling preacher may see an occasional 

Indian. Cabins of the settlers are crude and their fare is meager. Most of them have 

little to offer in the way of hospitality, but they usually give their visiting preacher

a warm welcome.

As for inns and public bouses, they are not to be found on the frontier. Unless the

evangelist reaches the cabin of a hospitable settler before nightfall, he pitches camp

beside a stream or near some
shelter from the wind, makes his bed on the ground, and hopes

for fair weather until dawn.
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